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THE AU'^THOR’s rREEACE, 

‘.T BEING the fon of the Admiral Chriftopher Coten, a perfon worthy of eternal 
A memory, who difcovered the Well Indies, and having myfelf failed with him fomei' 
time, it feemed to me but reafonable, that among other things I have writ, one and the 
chiefeft Ihould be his life, and wonderful difeovery of the Weft Indies or New World ; 
becaufc his great and continual fufterings, and the diftempersj^ he laboured utider, did 
not aj loM T hun time to formal his notes and obfervations into a methed fit for hiftory ; 
yctT&owing t|;ira:e were numy others who had attempted this workll forbore, till read- 
ing their books I found in them, that which is ufual among hiftorians, viz. that they 
magnify fome things, leffen others, and fometimes pafs that over in filence which they 
ought to give a very particular account of. For this reafon 1 refolved t<j undergo the 
labour of this talk, thinking it better I Ihould lie under the cenfurc my Ikill and pre- 
, fumption ftiall be fubjed to, than to fufter the truth of vdut relates to fo noble a perfon 
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LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 

to lie buried in oblivion. For it is my comfort, that if any fault be found in this my 
undertaking, it will not be that, which moft hiftorians are liabl§ to, viz. that they know 
not the truth of what they write ; for I promifc to compofe the hiftory of his life of 
fuch matter only as I find in his own gapers and letters, Ibd of thofe panages of which 
I myfelf was an eye-witncfs. And whofoever fhall imagine that I add any thing of my 
own, may be aflured I am fatis(ied I can reap no benefit thereby in the life to come ; 
and that the reader alone will have the benefit of it, if it be capable of yielding any. 

The .author having given this account of himlclf I have not much to add, but to 
inform the reader before he enters upon the work, that in it he will find all the reafons 
which induced the admiral to fuch an undertaking ; he will fee how far he proceeded 
in perfon upon the difcovery in four feveral voyages he made ; how great and honour- 
able the articles were upon which he entered upon the difcovery, and which were after- 
wards confirmed to him by thofe two famous Princes, King Ferdinand and Queen 
l&tel, or Elizabeth ; how bafely they were all violated, and ha, after fuch unparalleled 
fervices, moft inhumanly treated ; how far he fettled the affairs 6f the ifland Hifpaniola, 
the firft place the Spaniards planted in ; what care he took, that the Indians fhould not 
be oppreffed, but rather by good ufage and example prevailed upon to embrace the 
Catholic faith ; alfo the cuftoms and manners of the Indians ; their opinions and prac- 
tice as to religious worlhip ; and, in a word, all that can be expefted in a work of this 
iiature, the mundation thereof was laid by fo great a man as was the admiral, and 
jfinifhed by his own fon, who had all the education that could contribute to make him 
capable of writing fo notable a life; 


THE DISCOVERY OF THE WEST INDIES, fffr. 

CHAP. the Country^ Original, and Name of Admiral Chrijiopher Colon. 

I T being a very material point in the hiftory of any man of note to make known 
his country and original, becaufc they are beft looked *bpon who are born in 
noble cities and of illuftrious parents ; therefore fome would have had me fpent my 
time in fhewing that the admiral vt'as honourably defeended, thougln his parents, 
through the peeviflinefs of forti’iic, were fallen into great poverty and want ; and^ 
that I fhould have proved they were the offspring of that Junius Colon, of whom' 
Tacitus in his 1 2th book fays, that he brought King Mithridates prifoner to Rome ; . 
for which fervice the people afligned him the confular dignity, the eagle or ftandard, 
and confular court. And they would have me give a large account of thofe two illuf- 
trious Goloni his predec.'ffors, who, Sabellicus tells us, gained a mighty vidlory over the 
Venetians, as Ihaii^be mentioned in the 5th chapter ; bill I refufed to undertal.-' that 
talk, believing he was particularly chofen by Almighty Gbd for fo'gFeat an affair as 
that was he performed ; and becaufe he was to be fo trul^r his apoftle as, in effeft he 
proved it his will he fhould in this part be like the others, who were called to 
make klllvL his name from the fea and rivers, and not from courts and palaces, and 
to imitate himfelf, whofe progenitors being of the blood royal of Jerufalem, yet it ^leafed 
that his parents fhould be much known- Therefore as God gave him all the 
bnal qualities for fuch an undertaking, fo he would have his country and original 
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wore hid and obfcure. So it is that fome, who would caft a cloud upon his fsnne, fay 
he was of Nervi, others of Cugureo, and others of Bugiefco, all fmall towns near the 
city of Genoa, and upon ifs coaft *. Others, who were for exalting of him, fay, he was 
a native of Savona, others of Genoa; others, miore vain, make him of Piacenza, ijp 
which'citj there are fome honourable perfons of •his family, and tombs with the arms 
and infcnptions of the family of Colombi, this being then the ufual furname of his pre- 
deceflbrs ; though he, complying with the country whither he went to live, and begin 
a new ftate of life, modelled the word that it might be like the ancient, and dif- 
tinguiihed the direfl: from the collateral line, calling ' himfelf Colon. This made me 
apt to believe, that as mod of his affairs were guarded by fome fpecial providence, fo 
this very particular concerning his name and furname was not without fome myfteiy. 
We may mftance many names which were given by fecret impulfe to denote the eff^vS 
thofe perfons were to, produce, as in his is foretold and expreffed the wonder he per- 
formed. For if we look upon the common furname of his anceftors we may fay he 
was true Columbus, w Columba, forafmuch as he conveyed the grace of the Holy 
Gholl into that new world which he difeovered, fliewing thofe people who knew him 
not, which was God’s beloved Son, as the Holy Ghoft did in the figure of a dove at 
St. John’s baptifm ; and becaufe he alfo carried the olive branch and oi| of baptifm 
dV'ef the waters of the ocean, like Noah’s dove, to denote the peace and union of 
thofe people with the church, after they had been Ihut up in the-^rk of darknefs and 
coiifufion. And the furname of Colon which' he revived was proper to him, which in 
Greek fignifies a member, that his proper name being Chriftopher, it might be known 
he was a member of Chrift, by whom falvalion was to be conveyed to thofe people. 
Moreover if wc would bring his name to the Latin pronunciation, that is Chriftophorus 
Colonus ; we may fay, that as St. Chriftopher is reported to have bore that name, 
becaufe he carried Chrift over the deep waters with great danger to himfelf, whence 
came the denomination of Chriftopher ; and as he conveyed over the people whom 
no other could have been able to carry, fo the Admiral Chriftophorus Colonus, implor- 
ing the affiftance of Chrift in that dangerous paffage, went over fafe himfelf and 
his company, that thofe Indian nations might become citizens and inhabitants of 
the church triumphant in heaven ; for it is to be believed, that many fouls which the 
devil expedled to make a prey of, had they not paffed through the water of baptifm, 
were by him made inhabitants and dwellers in the eternal glory of heaven. 

• 

CHAP. II. —/fy the Admiral's Father, atui>Mof her, and their Quality, and of the falfc 
Account one JuJHniani gives of his Employ, before he had the Title of Admiral. 

NOT to go upon the etymology, derivation and meaning of the word admiral, but 
to return to the quality and perfons of his progenitors ; 1 lay, that how confiderable 
foever they were, being reduced to poverty and want by the wars and, fadions in Lom- 
bardy, I do not find after what manner they lived ; though the admiral himfelf in a letter 
fays that his anceftors and he^lways traded by fca. For my fa;‘ther infonnatioii in this 
par ii ag fa r, as I paffed through Cugutco, I endeavoured to receive fome information 
from two brothers of theTloloni, who were the richeft in thofe parts, and reported to 
be fomewhat a-kin to him ;! but the youngeft of them being above one hundred years 
old, they could give me no account of this affair. Nor do I think that thiads any dif- 
honour to us who defeend from him, becaufe I think it better that all tbe® honour be 


* From an authentic record, in a law.fuit, we now know that .Ve great Colon was bom at Ferrara, 
si. Jj8. 

derived 
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derived to us from his perfon, than to go about to enquire whether his father was a mer- 
chant or a man of quality that kept his hawks and hounds ; whereas it is certain theke 
have beeU a thoufend fuch in ^ill parts, whofe memory was atterly loft in a very fliort 
tjime among their neighbours and kindred, fo as it is not known whether there ever were 
any fuch men. But I am of opinion* that their nobility can add lefs luftre to me than 
the honour I receive from fuch a ftither. And fmce his own honourable exploits 
made him not ftand in need of the wealth of his predecclTcrs (who, notwithftanding 
their poverty, were not deftitute of virtue, but only- of fortune), he ought at leaft, by 
his nafhe and worth, to have been raifed by authors above the rank of mechanics 
and handicrafts. Which yet, if any will affirm, grounding his aflTertion on what one 
Augullin Juftiniani writes in his chronicle ; I fay, that I will not fet myfelf to deny it, 
begging time or means to prove the contrary by teftimonials ; for as much as Jufti- 
nianl’s writing it does not make that to be looked upon as an ar{icle of faith, which is 
no longer in the memory of man ; fo neither will it be thought undeniable, ihould I fay 
I received the contrary from a thoufand perfons. Nor wiiri.flicw his falfchood by 
the hiftorics others have writ of Chriffopher Colon, but '.by this fame author’s lefti- 
mony, and writing, in whom is verifieil the proverb, that ‘‘ la’ars ought to have good 
niemorieSj’i becaufe othenvife they contradief themfelves, as Juftiniani did in this cafe ; 
faying in his comparifon of the four languages, upon that expreflion of the pfahi., in 
omnem terrain cxivitfivus cotum, thelc very words : “ This Chriftopher Colon having 

in his tender years attained feme elements of learning, when he came to manly years 
applied himfelf to the art of navigation, and went to Lilbon, in Portugal, where he 
learned cofmography, taught him by a brothe- of his who there made fea-charts ; with 
which improvement, and difedurfmg with thofe that failed to S. George de la Mira, 
in Affic, and his owm .reading in cofmography, he entertained thoughts of failing to 
thofe countries he difeovered.” By which words it appears that he Ibllowed no me- 
chanic employment, or handicraft ; ftnee, he ftys, he employed his childhood in learn- 
ing, his youth in navigation and cofmography, and his riper years in dilcoveries. Thus 
Juftiniani convinces himfelf of falfehood, and proves himfelf an inconfiderate, rafh, and 
malicious countryman : for when he fpcaks of a n-nowned perfon who did fo much 
honour to his country', whofe hiftoriographer Jultiniani made himfelf, though the ad- 
miral’s parents had been very mean, it had been more decent to fpeak of his origin as 
other authors in the like cafe do, faying he was of low parentage, or come of very poor 
friends, than to ufe injurious words , as he did in Ins pfalter and afterwards in his 
chronicle, falfely calling him a mf-.hanic. • Aqd iiippofing he had no^j contradided 
himfelf, reafon itfelf made it appear ^tha a mtin who had been employed in art manual, 
or handicraft, muft be born and grow old in it to become a perfed mafter; and thaj* 
he would not from his youth have travelled fo many countries, a. alfo that he would 
not have attained fo much learning and knov\'ledge, as his adions demonftrate he had ; • 
efpecialiy in thofe four principal fcienccs required to perform what he did, which are 
aftrology, cofmography^ geometry and navigation. But it is no wonder that Juftiniani 
fliould dare to deliver an untruth in this particular, wTiich is hidden, lince jg affairs 
well known concefning his difeovery and navigation, he has inferted above a dozOTfalfe- 
hoods in half a Iheet or paper in his pfalter, which I JhaU,briefly hint at, without ftay- 
mg to give him an anfwer, to avoid interrupting the feries’of the hiftory ; fince |>y the 
veryr courfe^ of it, and what others have writ on that fubjed, the falfehood of his 
writing will be made out. The firft therefore was, that the admiral went toOLifbon 
to Jeam cofmogri^hy of a brother of his own that was theVe j which is quite contraiy,^ 
becaufe he Hired in that citf before, and taught his brother what he knevb The Se- 
cond 
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cofld falfehood is, that at his firft coming into Caftile, their catholic majefties, Ferdi- 
nand and Ifabel, or Elizabeth, accepted of his propolal, after it had been feven years 
bandied about and rejefted by all men. The third, tha{ he fet out to difcover with 
two Clips, which is not true, for he had three caravals. The fourth, that his firft dif- 
covery Was Hifpaniola, and it was Guarahani, whiah the admiral called S. Salvador, 

*S. Saviour. The fifth, that the faid iflaud Hifpaniola was inhabited by cannibals, that 
eat men’s flefh ; and the truth is, the inhabitants of it were the beft people, and moft 
civilized of any in thofe parts. The fixth, that he took by force of arms the canoe, 
or Indian boat, he faw ; whereas it appears that he had no war that firft voyago with 
any Indian, and continued in peace and amity witli them till the day of his departure 
from Hifpaniola. The feventh, that he .returned by way of the Canary lllands, which 
is not the proper way for thofe velTels to retuni. The eighth, that from the faid iflai%d 
he difpatched a melfenger to their majefties aforefaid ; whereas it is certain, that he,was 
not firft at that ifland, as was obferved, and he himfclf was the meffcngcr. The 
ninth, that the fecond vayage he returned with twelve ftiips ; and it is manifeft he had 
feventeen. The tenth, that ka arrived at Hifpaniola in twenty days, which is a very 
Ihort time to reach the uearcii illands, and he performed it not in two months, and 
went to others much fa: her diftant. The elc’. enth, that he prefently made from Hif- 
paftictla with two fhips, and it is known ih"re were three he took to go from Hifpa- 
niola to Cuba. Jufiiiani’s twelfth falfehood is, that Hifpaniolaj# four hours diftant 
from Spain, and the admiral reckons it above five. And farth’er, to add a thirteenth 
to the dozen, he fays, the wefteru point of Cuba is fix hours diftant from Hifpaniola, 
making it further from Hifpaniola to Cuba than from Spain to Hispaniola. So that 
by his negligence and heedleflhefs in being well informed and writing the truth ol thefc 
particulars, which are fo plain, we may plainly difeern what inquiry he made into that 
which was fo obfeure, wherein he contradifts himfelf, as has been made appear. But 
laying afide this controverfy, wherewith I believe 1 have by this time tired the reader, 
we will only add, that confidering the many miftakes and falfehoods found in the faid 
Juftiniani’s hiftory and pl'ahcr, the fenate of Genoa has laid a penalty upon any perfou 
that fliall read or keep it; and hUsS caufed it to bo carefully fought out in all places it 
has been fent to, tiiat it may by public decree be dellroyed and utterly extinguifijed. 
I will return to our main delign, coucludiug with this aflertion, that the admiral W'us 
a man of learning and grfcxtt experiuicc ; titat ho did not omploy his time in handicraft 
or mechanic exercifos, but ii' ich as bocainc ih rraiulour and renown of his wonder- 
ful exploits; a^/id will conclud'.' '! chapr^;' ith font* words 'taken out of a letter 
he writ himfelf to prince Join (.)! C.v.'ik’s*m'r!o, \ -hiJ' are thofe. 

*, “ I am not the firft admiral of my laiuily f t the* giro n:e what name they pleafe; 
for when all is done, David, that moft pruaein 'vi -g, v\as iirft a ftiephord, and after- 
\vards chofen King of Jerufalem, and 1 am I’orvant to tiiat fame Lord w'ho railed him 
to fuch dignity.” 

<]TIAP. III. — Cy the ^d>niri:l*s Perfon., and u-hat Sciences he learned, 

* 

THE admiral was well fh^ed, and of a more than middling ftature, long vifaged, 
his cheeks fomewhat full, yet neither fat nor loan ; he had a hawk nofe, his eyes 
white, hfe complexion white, with a lovely red ; in his youth his hair was- fair, but 
when l>e came to thirty years of age, it all turned grey. He was tilvfays modeft 
^nd fparing in his eating, • drinking, and his d efs. Among ftrangers he was 
afftible, and pleafant among his doiueftics, yet witu iHc-dcfty and an eafy gravity. 



6 


LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 


He was fo ftrift in religious matters, that for fading and faying all the 4 ivine office 
he might be thought profeft in fome religious order. So great was his averfion to 
fwearing and curfing, that 1 proteft. I never heard him fwear any other oath but by 
S. Ferdinand ; and when in the grftateft paffion with any body, he would vent his 
Ypleen by faying, “ God take you fbr doing or faying fo.” When he was to write,, 
his way of trying his pen was by writing thefe words, Jejiis cum Maria Jit nobis in via, 
and that in fuch a character, “as might very well ferve to get his bread. But paffing by 
other particulars of his actions and manners, which may be mentioned at their proper 
time in the courfe of this hiftory, let us proceed to give an account to what fcience he 
mod addifted himfelf. In his tender years he applied himfelf fo much to dudy at 
Pavia, as was fufficient to underdand cofmography ; to which fort of reading he was 
much addifted, for which reafon he alfo applied himfelf to adrology and geometry, 
becaufe thefe fciences arc fo linked together that the one cannot fubfid without the 
other •, and becaufe Ptolemy, in the beginning of his cofmography, fays that no man 
can be a good cofmographer unlefs he be a painter too, therefore he learned to draw, 
in order to deferibe lands, and fet down cofmographical bodies, planes or rounds. 


CHAP. IV. — How the Admiral employed himfelf before he came into Spain. 

THE admiral having gained fome infight in fcicnces, began to apply himfelf to the 
fea, and made fome voyages to the eafl; and weft ; of which, and many other things 
of thofe his firft days, I have no perfedl knowledge, becaufe he died at fuch time as 
I, being confined by filial duty,, had not the boUlnel's to alk him to give ^an account of 
things ; or, to fpeak the truthj being but young, 1 w'as at that time far from being 
troubled with fuch thoughts. But in a letter writ by him, in the year 1501, to their 
catholic majefties, to whom he durft not have writ any thing but the truth, he has 
thefe following words : — “ Moft ferene princes ; I went to fea very young, and have 
continued it to this day ; and this art inclines thofe that follow it to be defirous to 
difeover the fecrets of this world. It is now forty years that I have been failing to all 
thofe parts, at prefent frequented ; and I have dealt and converfed witfr wife people, 
as well clergy as laity, Latins, Greeks, Indians, and Moors, and many others of other 
fe£ls ; and our Lord has been favourable to this my inclination, and I have received of 
him the fpirit of underftanding : he has made me very fltilkil in navigation, knowing 
enough in aftrology, and fo in geometry and arithmetic. God hath given me a genius 
and hands apt to draw this globe, and on it^ the cities, rivers, iflands and ports, all in 
their proper places. During tliis.iimi' I have feen, and endeavoured to fee all books 
of cofmography, hid -y, and pliiinfophy, and of other fcicnces; fo that our Lord has 
fenfibly opened try vindirl^ aiding, to the end I may fail from hence to the Indies, ant^ 
made me moft willing to pm 'his in execution. Filled wi h this defire, 1 came to your 
highnefl'es. All that heard of my undertaking, rejeded it with contempt and fcom. 
In your highnefl'es alone, faith atid conftancy had their feat.” In another letter, 
written from llifpanioia, in January 1495, catholic majefties, telling «t^em the 

errors and miftakes commonly made in voyages and pilotting, he fay% thus, “ It hap- 
pened to me that King Renee whom God has taken tq himfelf, fent to me to Tunis to 
take the galeafle called Fernandina ; and being near to the ifland of St. Peter by Sar- 
dinia, I told there were two fhips and a barack with the faid galeafle, which dif- 
compofed my men, and they refolved to go no farther, but to return to Marfdllles for 
another fljip and inore men^ and 1 perceiving there was no going againft their wills, 
without ifijme contrivance, yielded to their defires, and changing the pomt of the needle. 
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fet fail when it was latej and next morning at break of day we found onrfelves near 
Cape Cartegna, all aboar(^ thinking we had certainly been failing for Marfeilles.” In 
the fame manner in a memorandum, or obfervation, he made to (how that all the five 
zones aye habitable, and proving it by experience ^n navigation, he fays, “ In February, 
*1467, 1 failed myfelf an hundred leagues beyond Thule (Ifeland), whofe northern part 
is feventy-three degrees diftant from the cquinoftial, and not fixty-three degrees as 
fome will have it to be ; nor does it lie upon the line A^ere Ptolemy’s Weft begins, 
but much more to the weftwards ; and to this ifland, which is as big as England, the 
Englifti trade, cfpecially from Briftol. At the time when I was there, the fea was not 
frozen, but the tides were fo great, that in fome places it fwellsd twenty-fix fathoms, 
and fell as much.” The truth is, that the Thule Ptolemy fpeaks of lies where he fays, 
and this by the moderns is called Frizeland. And then to prove that the equinodtial, 
or land under it, is habitable, he fays, “ I was in the fort of St. George de la Mira, 
belonging to the King of Portugal, which lies under the equinodial, and I am a witnefs 
that it is not uninhabitable, as fome would have it.” And in his book of his firft 
voyage, he fays he faw fome ifiermaids on the coaft of Mcnegueta, but that they are 
not fo like ladies, as they are painted. And in another place he fays, “ I ob- 
feryc^ feveral times in failing from Lilbon to Guinea, that a degree on the earth, 
anfwers to fifty-fix miles and two thirds.” And farther, he adds, that in Scio, an 
ifland of the Archipelago, he faw maftic drawn from fome trees. ' In another place 
he fays, “ I was upon the fea twenty-three years, without being off it any time worth 
the fpeaking of ; and I faw all the eaft and all the weft, and may fay towards the north, 
or England, twid have been at Guinea ; yet I never faw harbours for goodnefs like 
thofe of the Weft Indies.” And a little farther he fays that he took to the fea at 
fourteen years of age, and ever after followed it. And in the ‘book of the fecond 
voyage, he fays, “ 1 had got two Ihips, and left one of them at Porto Santo, for a 
certain reafon that occurred to me, where fhe continued one day, and the next day 
after I joined it at Lilbon, becaufe I light of a ftorm and contrary winds at fouth-weft, 
and flie had but little wind at north-ealt which was contrary.” So that from thefe 
inftancc*s we fnay gather how much experience he had in fea affairs, and how many 
countries and places he travelled before he undertook his difeovery. 

CHAP. V. — The Jdmiral's coming into Spain f and ho’W he made himfclf kno’-jon in 
Portugal^ which was the Cau/c of his difeovering the Wcji Indies. 

.AS concerning the caufe of the admiral’s coming .oto Spain, and his Ijeliig addifled 
to'fca affairs, the occafion of it was a fitmous man of his name and lamily, called Colon, 
renowned upon the fea, on account of the fleet he conunanded againft infidtds, and 
even in his own country, infomuch that they made ufe 01 his name to frighten the 
children in the cradle; whofe perfon and fleet it is likely \.cre very confulerahle, be- 
caufe he at once took four Ve/ietian galleys, whofe bignof ancl,ftrength 1 flioul^l not 
have Ivjdi^-Yed, had I not feen them fitted out. d’his man was called Colon the Younger, 
to diftinguifli him from another who was a great feaman before him. *Of which Colon 
the Younger, Marc Antony Sibillicus, the Livy of our age, fays in the eiglith book of 
his tenth decade, that he lived near the time when Maximilian, fon to the Emperor 
Frederic^the Third, was chofen King of the Romans: Jerome Donato was J'ent am- 
baffador from Venice into Portugal, to return thanks in the name of the republic to 
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King John the Second, becaufo he had closed and relieved all the crew belonging to 
the afbrefaid great galleys, which were coining from Flanders, relieving them in fuch 
a mai^ner, lis they were enabled to return to Venice, they having been overcome by 
•the famous corlair Colon the Younger, near Llfbon, who had ftripped and turned them 
alhore. Which authority of fo grave an author as Sabellicus, may make us fenfible of 
the afore-mentioned Juftiniani's malice, fince in his hillory he made no mention of this 
particular, to the end it might not appear that the family of Colon was lefs obfeure 
than ,he would make it. And if he did it through ignorance, he is neverthelefs to 
blame, for undertaking to write the hillory of his country, and omitting fo remarkable a 
victory, of which its enemies themfelves make, mention. For the hiftorian, our adver- 
fary, makes fo great account of his vittoryj that he fays ambaffadors were fent on that 
aa; 9 unt to the King of Portugal. Which fame author in the afore-mentioned eighth 
book, foniewhat further, as one lefs obliged to inquire into the admiral’s difeovery, 
makes mention of it, without adding thofe twelve lies which Julliniani inferted. But 
to return to the matter in hand, I fay, that whilft the admiral failed with the aforefaid 
Colon die Younger, which was a long time, it fell out that underftanding the before- 
mentioned four great Venetian galleys were coming from Flanders, they went out to 
feek, and found them beyond Liibon, about Cape St. Vincent, which is in Portugal, 
where falling to b’ows, they fought furioully and grappled, beating one another from 
veffel to vcflel with th^ utmoU rage, making ufe not only of their weapons, but artifi- 
cial fire-works ; fo that after they had fought from morning till evening and abundance 
were killed on both fidcs ; the admiral’s fhip took fire, as did a great Venetian galley, 
which being fad grappled together with iron hooks and chains, ufed to shis purpofe by 
fea-faring men, could neither of them be relieved, becaufc of the confufion there was 
among them, and the Fright of the fire, which in a fhort time was fo increafed, that there 
was no other remedy but for all that could to leap into the water, fo to die fooner rather 
than bear the torture of the fire. But the admiral being an excellent fwimmer, and 
feeing himfelf two leagues or a little further from land, laying hold of an oar, which 
good fortune offered him, and fometimes refting upon it, fometiines fwimming, it 
pleafed God, who had preferved him for greater ends, to give him Ifrength to get to 
jhore; but fo tired and fpent with the water, that he had much ado to recover himfelf. 
And becaufe it was not far from Lifbon, where he knew there were many Genoefe 
his countrymen, he went away thither as fafl; as he conltf, where being known by 
them he was fo courieoully received and erftertained, that he fet up houfe and married 
a wife in that city. And forafnnlch as he l»ehaved himfelf honourably, and was a 
man of a comely prefence, and did nothing but what was juft ; it happened that a la^y 
whofe name was Donna Felipa Moniz, of a good family and penfioner in the nto- 
naftery of All faints, whither the admiral ufed to go to mats, was fo taken with them, 
that fhe became his wife. His father-in-law Peter Moniz Pereftrello being dead, they 
went to live with the mother-in-law, where being together, and fhe feeing him fo much 
addified to cofmography, told him that her hufband Pereftrello had been a great 
fea-faring man, jind that he with two other captains having obtained the Kii1g*'^f Por- 
tugal’s leave, went to make difeoveries upon condition, that dividing ^what they found 
into three parts they were to caft lots who Ihould ^Hihnfc firft. Being thus agreed, 
they failed away to the fouth-weft, and arrived at the ifland of Madeira and Porto Santo, 
places never before difeovered. And becaufe the illand of Madeira was biggeft ; they 
divided it into two parts •, the illand of Porto Santo, being the third, whicn fell fo 
the lofr of the faid Pereftr'Ab, Colon’s father-in-law, who had the government of it tid 
he died. 


The 
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•The admiral being much delighted ta hear fuch voyages and relations, his mother- 
in-law gave him the journals and fea charts left her by her hulband, which ftiM more 
inflamed the admiral ; ’ and he inquired into the other voyages the Portugurfe then 
made fo St. George de la Mira, and aloflg the cq^ft of Guinea, being much pleafed fo 
difcourfe with thofe that had failed thither. To fay the truth, I cannot certainly tell 
whether, whilft this wife lived, the admiral went to Mira or Guinea, as I faid above, 
the reafon feems to require it. However it was, as one thing leads to another, and one 
confideration to another, fo whilft he was in Portugal he began to refleft, that as the 
Portuguefe travel fo far fouthward, it were no lefs proper to fail away weftward, and 
land might in reafon be found that way. That he might be the more certain and con- 
fident in this particular he began to look over all the cofmographers again w^hom* he 
had read before, and to obfer\'e what aftrotegical reafons would corroborate this pro- 
je£t ; and therefore he took notice of what any perfons whatfoever fpoke to that pur- 
pofe, and of failors particularly, which might any w^y be a help to him. Of all which 
things he made fuch good ufe, that he concluded for certain, that there were many 
lands weft of the Canary illands, and Cabo Verde ; and that it was poffible to fail to 
and difeover them. But that it may appear from what mean arguments he came to 
deduce, or make out fo vaft an undertaking, and to fatisfy many who are delirous to 
know particularly, what motives induced him to difeover thefe cctmtries, and expofe 
himfelf in fo dangerous an undertaking, I will here fet down what I have found in his 
papers relating to this affair. 


CHAP. VI. The principal Motives that inclined the Admiral to believe he might dif- 
eover the Wcjl Indies. 

BEING about to deliver the motives that inclined the admiral to undertake the 
difeovery of the Weft Indies, I fay they were three, viz, natural reafon, authority 
of writers, and the teftimony of failors. As to the firft, which is natural reafon, I 
fay, he concluded that all the fea and land conipofed a fphere or globe ; which might 
be gone about from eaft to weft, travelling round it, till 'men came to ftand feet 
to feet one againft another in any oppofite parts whatfoever. Secondly, he gave it for 
granted, and was fatisfied by the authority of approved authors, that a great part ot 
this globe had been already travelled over, and that there then only remained, to 
difeover the whole, and make it knowA that fpace which la]^ between the eaftern 
bounds of India, known to Ptolemy arid •Marinu’s, round about eaftward, till they 
came through our wellern parts to the iflands Azores, and of Cabo Verde the moft 
w*eftern parts yet difeovered. Thirdly, he confidered, that this fpace lying between the 
eaftern limits known to Marinus, and the aforefaid ifland of Cabo Verde, could not 
be above a third part of the great circumfemce of the globe, fmee the faid Marinus 
was already gone fifteen hours, or twenty-four parts, into which the world is divided 
towards the eaft ; and therefore to return to the faid illes of Cabo Verde, there vVanted 
about -eight prfrts ; for the faid Marinus is faid to have begun his difesvery towards the 
weft. Fourthly*, he reckoned^^t fmee Marinus had in his faid cofmography, given 
an account of fifteen hours, owPwts of the globe towards the eaft, and yet was not 
come to the end ot the eaftem land, it followed of courfe, that the faid "end muft 
be niucl> beyond that ; and confequently the farther it extended eaftvvard,*tfie nearer 
it came to the iflands Cabo Verde, towards our weftem parts ; and that if fuch fpace 
^ere fea, it might eafily be failed in a few days, and if hind* in would be f )oner dif. 
covered by the weft, becaufe it would be nearer to the faid iflands. 'J'o which reafon 
VOL. xii. c nuiy 
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may be added, that given by Strabo in the fifteenth book of his cofinography, t^iat 
no man with an army ever went ib far aS the eaftern bounds of India, which Cltefias 
writes is as big as all the refi of Afia Oneficritus affirms, it is the third part of the 
globe ; and Nearchus, that it is four lyonths' journey in a ftrait line ; befides that, Pliny, 
in the feventeenth chapter of his fixth book, fays that India is the third part of the 
earth ; whence he argued, th^t being fo large, it mull be nearer Spain by way of welt. 
The fifth argument that induced him to believe, that the diflance that way was Iniall, 
he took from the opinion of Alfragranus and his followers, who make the circumference 
of the globe much Ids than all other writers and cofmographers, allowing but fifty- 
fix miles and two-thirds to a degree. "Whencejie would infer, that the whole globe 
being fmall, that extent of the third part muft of nt'C'.-Hity be fmall, which Marinus left 
as unjenown ; therefore that part might be failed in Ids time than he affigned ; for 
fince the eaftern bounds of India were not yet difeovered, thole' bounds mull lie near 
to us weflward, and therefore the lands he Ihould dikover, might properly be called 
Indies, liy this it plainly appears, how much one Mr. Roderick, archdeacon of Seville, 
was in the wrong as well as his followers, who blame tiu: admiral ; laying, he ought 
not to have called thofe parts Indies, becaufe they are not fo ; whereas the admiral (lid 
not call them Indies, becaufe they had been feen or difeovered by any other perfon, 
but as being the eaftern part of India beyond Ganges, to which no coliuographer ever 
affigned bounds, or made it border on any other country cai'hvard, but only upon the 
ocean ; and becaufe thele were the eaftern unknown lands of India, and have no parti- 
cular name of their own ; therefore he gave them the name of the nearefl country, 
calling them Well Indies, and .the more becaufe he knew all men were lenfible of the 
riches and wealth of India ; and therefore by that name he thought to tempt their 
catholic majcllics, who were doubtful of his undertaking, telling tliem he went to 
difeove'r the Indies by way of the weft. And this moved him rather to defire to be 
employed by the King of Caftile, than by any other Prince. 

CHAP. VII. — The fccond Motive inducing the jldmiral to difeover the Wid Indies. 

THE fecond motive that encouraged the admiral to undertake the aforefaid enjer- 
prife, and which might reafonably give occafiou to call the countries he fliould fo 
difeover Indies, was the great authority of learned men, wlib faid that it was poffible 
to fail from the wefte.'n coaft of Afric and Spain, weflward to the eaftern bounds of 
India, and that it was no great fea that lay bettveen them, as Ariftotle affirms, at the 
end of his fecond book of heaven and the world ; whore he fays, 'fhat they may fail 
from India to Cadiz in a few days ; which fome think Averroes proves, writing upcni 
that place. And Seneca in his firll book of nature, looking upon the knowledge o^ 
this world as nothing in -refpefl of what is attained in the next life, fays, a Ihip may 
fail in a few days with a fair wind from the coaft of Spain to that of India. And if, as 
fome v.'ould have it, this fame Seneca writ the tragedies we may conclude it was to 
the fame purpof(^,that in the chorus of his Medea, he fpeaks thus ; 

Venient annis 

Sxcula feris, quibua ^olluiua 
Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens 
Pateat tcllus, Typhyfque novos 
Detegat orbes, nec fit terris 
Ultima Thule. 

Tliat is, there will come “an age in latter years, when the occean will loofc the bonds 

of 
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»i* things, and a great couhtiy be difcovered, and another like Typhys fliall difcover 
a new world, and Thule* Ihall no longer be the laft pjrt of the earth. Which now 
moft certainly has been fulfilled in the, pcrfoa of the admiral. And Strabo in the 
firft book of his cofmography, fays the ocean encompafles all the earth ; that in tfie 
' eafi, it wadies the coaft of India, and in the weft, thofe of Mauritania and Spain, and 
that, if the vaftnefs of the Atlantic did not hinder, 4 hey might foon fail from the 
one to the other upon the fame parallel. The fame he repeals in the fecond book, 
l-’liny in the fecond book of his natural hiftory, chap. 3. adds, that tho ocean 
furrounds all the earth, and that the c.'ctent of it from eaft to weft, is from India to 
Cadiz. The fame author, book tha fixth, chap. 31, and Soltnus, chap. 68. of 
the remarkable things in the world, fay, that from the iflands Gorgones, fiippofed 
to be thofe of Cabo Verde, was forty days fail on the Atlantic ocean, to the illands 
Hefperides, which the admiral concluded were thofe of the Weft Indies, Marcus 
Paulus Venetus, and John Mandivillc, in their travels fay, they went much farther 
eaftward tlian Ptolemy and IVJarinus mention, who perhaps do not fpeak of the eaftern 
fea ; yet by the account they give of the eaft, it may be argued, that the faid India is 
not far diftant from Afric and Spain. Peter Abacus in his treatile, De imagine 
inundi, chap. 8. De quantitate terra habitahilis, ct Julius CapitoUnus^, de locis 
hahitabilibusy and in fcveral other treatifes, fay, that Spaia and If-.Jlia are neighbours 
wellward. And in the nineteenth chapter of his cofmography, he has thefc words ; 
according to the philofophers and Pliny, the ocean that ftrctchcs between the weftern 
borders of Spain and Africk,* and from the beginning of India eaftward is of no great 
extent, and there is no doubt but it may be failed over in a few days, with a fair 
wind, and therefore the beginning of India eaftward, cannot be hif diftant from the 
end of Africk w’cftward. Thefe and the like authorities of fuch writers, inclined 
the admiral to believe that the opinion he had conceived was right, and one Mr. Paul, 
phylician to Mr. Dominic of Florence, contemporary with tlic admiral, much en- 
couraged him to undertake the faid voyage. For this Mr. Paul, being a friend to one 
Ferdinand Martinez, a canon of Liftion, and they writing to one another concerning 
the voyages made in the time of King Alphonfo of Portugal to Guinea, and con- 
cerning what might be made weftward ; the admiral who was moft curious in thefe 
affairs, got knowledge of^ it, and foon, by tlic means of Laurence Girardi, a Floren- 
tine refiding at I.ifbon, writ upon this fubjcfl; to the faid Mr. Paul, fending him a fmall 
fphore, and acquainting him with his dcfi^ii. . Mr.^Paul fent his anfwer in Latin, which 
in Englifli is thus. 

• 

CHAP. VIII. — A Letter from Paul, a Phyftcian of Florence, to the Admiral, concern- 
ing the Difcover y of the Indies, . . 

“ To Chriftopher Colon, Paul the phyfician wiftics health. 

“ I perceive your noble and eameft defire to fail to thofe paints where the fjnee is 
produced*; aiftl therefore in anfwer to a letter of yours, I fend yo*i another letter, 
which fome days fmee I writ to a friend of mine, and fervant to the King of Portugal, 
before the wars of Caftilci in aifKver to another he writ to me by his llighnefs’s ordet, 
vpon this fame account, and I fond you another fea-chart like that I fciit Iiiiii, which 
will fatis^y your demands. The copy of that letter is this.” * * 

“ To Ferdinand Martinez, canon of Lifbon, Paul th» phyfician wifiies health. 

“ I am very glad to hear of the familiarity you have with .your moft fereng Wd. 
magnificent King,- and though 1 have very often difeourfed <oiu:erning the ftiort way 
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there is from hence to the Indies, where the fpice is produced, by fea, which I look 
upon to be lliorter than that you take by the coaft of Guin^ } yet you now tell me, 
that his Highnefs would have'me make out and demonftrate it, fo as it may be un- 
derftood and put in praftice. Therefore, though I could better Ihew it him widi a 
globe in my hand, and make him fcnfible of the figure of the world ; yet I have re- 
folved to render it more eafy pnd intelligible, to fhew this way upon a chart, fuch as 
are ufed in navigation ; and therefore I fend one to his majefty, made and drawn with 
my own hand, wherein is fet down the utmoft bounds of the weft from Ireland, in the 
north, to the fartheft part of Guinea, with all the iflands that lie in the way : oppo* 
fite to which weftern coaft is defcribed the beginning of the Indies, with the iflands 
and places whither you may go, and how far you may bend from the north pole to- 
wards the equinodlial, and for how long a time ; that is, how many leagues you may 
fail before you come to thofe places moft fruitful in all forts of fpice, jewels, and pre- 
cious ftones. Do not wonder if I term that country where the fpice grows weft, that 
produft being generally aferibed to the eaft, becaufe thofe who fhall fail weftward, 
will always find thofe places in the weft ; and they that travel by land eaftward, will 
ever find thofe places in the eaft. The ftrait lines that lie lengthways in the chart, 
fhow the dilbmee there is from weft to eaft, the other crofs them, Ihow the diftmee 
from north to foutl?.. I have alfo marked down in the faid chart, feyeral places in 
India, where fhips might put in upon any ftorm or contrary winds, or, any other 
accident unforefeen. And moreover, to give you full information of all thofe places, 
which you are very defirous to know ; you muft underftand, that none but traders 
live or refide in all thofe iflands, and that there is there as great a number of fhips 
and fea-faring people with merchandize, as in any other part of the world, particu- 
larly in a moft noble part called Za£lon, where there are every year an hundred large 
fhips of pepper loaded and unloaded, befides many other fhips that take in other fpice. 
This country is mighty populous, and there are many provinces and kingdoms, and 
innumerable cities under the dominion of a Prince called the Great Cham, which name 
fignifies King of Kings, who for the moft part refides in the province of Cathay. His 
predeceflbrs were very defirous to have commerce, and be in amity with Chriftians ; 
and two hundred years fince, fent ambalfadors to the Pope, defiring him to fend them 
many learned men and dodors to teach them our faith ; but by reafon of fome 
obftacles the ambalfadors met with, they returned back without coming to Rome. 
Befides there came an ambalfador to Pope EugeniusIV. who told him the great friend- 
fhip there was between thofe Princes, their pdople and Chriftians. I difeourfed with 
him a long while upon the feveral imatters of the grandeur of their royal ftrudurc, 
and of the greatnefs, length and breadth of their rivers, and he told me many wonder- 
ful things of the multitude of towns and cities founded along the banks of the rivers, 
and that there were two hundred cities upon one only river, with marble bridges over 
it of a great length and breadth, and adorned with abundance of pillars. This 
country defervos, as well as any other to be difeovered*; and there may not only be 
great profit made there, and many things of value found, but alfo gbld, filver, all 
forts of precious ftones, and fpices in abundance, which are not brought into our 
parts. And it is certain, that many wife men, philolbphers, aftrologers, and other 
perfons flailed in all arts, and very ingenious, govern that mighty province, and 
command their armies. From Lilbon diredfly weftward, there are in the chart twenty- 
fix fpaces, each ol which contains two hundred and fifty.miles, to the moft noble and 
vaft; (jjty of Quifa^^which^is'bne hundred miles in compafs, that is thirty-five leagues, 
in it iherfeare tjplwbrble bridges j the name fignifies a heavenly city, of which 

3 wonderful 
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won^orful things are reported, as to the ingenuity of the people, the buildings 
and revefluips# This fpace^above-mentioned is alnioft the third part of the gdobe. 
This city is in the province of Mango, bordering on that of Cathay, where the King 
for the moft part refides. From the ifland Antilla, w^ich you call the feven cities,, 
jmd whereof you have fome knowledge to the moflf noble ifland of Cipango, are ten 
fpaces, which make two thoufand five hundred miles, or two hundred and twenty-five 
leagues, which ifland abcwnds in gold, pearls, and precious ftones : and you muft 
underft^d, they cover their temples and palaces with plates of pure gold. So that 
for want of knowing the way, all thefe things are hidden and concealed, and yet* may 
be gone to with fafety. Much more might be faid, but having told you what is moft 
material, and you being wife and judicious, 1 am fatisfied there is nothing of it but 
what you imderftand, and therefore I will not be more prolix. Thus much may ferve 
to fatisfy your curiofity, it being as much as the fliortnefs of time and my bufihefs 
would permit me to fay. I remain moft ready to fatisfy and ferve his Highnefs to 
the utmoft, in all the commands he lhall lay upon me. 

“ Florence, June 25, 1474!” 

After this letter, he again writ to the admiral as follows : 

To Chriftopher Colon, Paul the phyfician wiflies health. 

** I received your letters with the things you fent me, whi'zh 1 take as a great 
favour, and commend your noble and ardent defire of failing from eaft to weft, as it 
is marked out in the chart I fent you, which would demonftrate itfelf better in the 
form of a globe. I am glad it is well underftood, and that the voyage laid down is 
not only poffible, but true, certain, honourable, very advantageous, and moft glorious 
among all Chriftians. You cannot be perfeQ: in the knowledge of it, but by expe- 
rience and prafticc, as I have had in great meafure, and by the folid and true infor- 
mation of worthy and wife men, who are come from thofe parts to this court of 
Rome, and from merchants who have traded long in thofe parts, and are perfons of 
good reputation. So that when the faid voyage is performed, it will be to powerful 
kingdoms, and to moft noble cities and provinces, rich, and abounding in all things 
we iland in need of, particularly in all forts of fpice in great quantities, and ftore of 
jewels. This will moreover be grateful to thofe Kings and Princes, who are very 
dcfirous to converfe and ftrade with Chriftians of thefe our countries, whether it be 
for fome of them to become Chriftians, cr elfe to have communication with the wife 
and ingenious men of thefe parts, as well, iu point of religion, as in all fciences, be- 
caufe of the e;^traordinary account they have of the kingdoms and government of 
tfiefe parts. For which reafons and many more that might be alledged, I do not at 
all admire, that you who have a great heart, and all the Portuguefe nation, which 
has ever had notable men in all undertakings, be eagerly bent upon performing this 
voyage.” 

This letter, as was faid befoi^, encouraged the admiral muc?i to go upon hfe dif- 
covery, though what the doCtor there writ was falfe, as believing that the firft land 
they fliould meet with, would be Cathay, and the empire of the Great Cham, with the 
ire relates ; fince as experience has made appear, the diftance from our In- 
t, is greater than from hence to our Indies. 


CHAP. 
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CliAP. IX. — The third h^ative and Inducement, which bi fame ' dts cited the 

Admiral to'Difeover the Weft Indies. 

THE third and laft motive the admiral had to undertake the difeovery of the Weft; 
Indies, was the hopes of finding, before he came to India, fome very beneficial ifland 
or continent, from whence he might the better purfue his main defign. 1'his his hope 
was grounded upon the authority of many wife men and philofophers, who looked 
upon it as mod certain, (hat the greateft part of this terraqueous globe was land, or 
that there was more earth than fea which if fo, he argued, that between the coalt of 
3 pain and the bounds of India (hen known, there mull be many iflands, and much 
continent, as experience has fince demonfirated, which he the more readily believed, 
being impofed ujmui by many fables and Itories which ho heard told by feveral perfons 
and failors, who traded to the iflands and weffern fea, and, to Mailera ; which tefti- 
moiiics making foinewhat to his purpofe, they were fure to 'gain a place in his me* 
mory. 'J'herefi.-re 1 will not foi bear relating them, tefTatisfy thofe that' take delight 
in filch curiofiiicp. It is therefore rcquiliio to bo underflood, that a pilot of the King 
of Portugal, whole name was Martin Vicente, told him, that he being once foui; l^un- 
dred and fifty leagues weftward of Cape St. Vincent, found and took up in the fea, a 
piece of wood ingeniotifly wrought, but not with iron; by which, and the wind having 
been weft for many days, he* gueffed that piece of wood came from fome ifland that 
way. Next one Peter Correa, who had married the admiral’s wife’s filler, told him, 
that in the ifland of Porto Sapto he had feen another piece of wood brouglit by the 
fame winds, well wrought, as that above mentioned ; and that there had been cancs 
found fo thick, that every joint would hold above four quarts of wine ; which he faid 
he affirmed to the King of I’ortugal himfelf difeourfing with him about thefe affairs, 
and that they were fhewn him ; and there being no place in our parts where fuch 
cancs grow, he looked upon it as certain, that the wind had brought them from' fome 
neighbouring iflands, or elfe from India. For Ptolemy, in the firfl book of his cof- 
mography, chap. 17, fays, thei-e are fuch canes in the eaftern parts of India: and 
fome of the iflandors, particularly the Azores, told him, that when the weft wind 
blew long together, the fea drove fome pines upon thofe iflands, particularly upon 
Gratiofa and Fayal, there being no fuch in all ihofc parts. And that the fea call upon 
this ifland of Flores, anoiiu r of the Azores,*two dead bodies of men, very broad faced, 
imd differing in afpecl from the Chriftiafis. ••At Cape Verga and thereabouts, they 
fay, they once faw fome covered Almadies or boats, which it is believed were droye 
that way by ftrefs of weather, as they were going over from one ifland to anoth^^r. 
Nor were thefe only the motives he then had, which yet feemed reafonable; but there 
were thofe that told him they had feen fome iflands, among whom was Anthony Lemc, 
married in the ifland of Madera, w'ho told him, that having made a confidera'ble run 
in a (wraval of his own weftward, he had feen three iflands. Thefe he did not give 
credit to, becaufe he found by their own words and difeourfe, that they had^not failed 
one hundred leagues to the weftward, and that they had been deceived by fome rocks’i 
taWng them for iflands ; or clfe perhaps they were fonfe of thofe floating iflands that 
are carri^ about by the water, called by the failors Aguadas, whereof Pliny makes 
mention 'in" the firft bonk, chap. 97, of his natural hiftor}^ ; where ho fays^ that in 
the northern parts the fea difeovered fome fpots of land, on which there are trees of 
deep roots, which parcels^of land are carried about like floats or iflands upon thb 
Witter. ^ Seneca undertaking to give a natural rcafon why there are fuch forts of 

iflands. 
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idaridc*, fays in his third book, that it is the nature of certain fpungy and light rocks, 
fo ftiat the iflands made of them in India, fwim upon the water. So that were it 
never fo trit ; that the faid Anthony Leme had feen fonae ifland, the admiral was of 
opinion, it could be no other than one of them; fuch as thofe called of St. Brandam 
are fuppt)fed to be, where many wonders are reported to have been feen. There is ^ 
alfo an account of others that lie much northward, and always burn. Juventius For* 
tunatus relates, that there is an account of two Iflands Towards the weft, and more 
fouthward than thofe of Cabo Verde, which fwim along upon the water. Thefe and 
the like grounds might move feveral people of the iilands of Ferro and la Gcftiiera, 
as alfo of the Azores, to affirm that they faw iilands towards the weft every year, 
which they looked upon as nioft certain, •and many perfons of reputation fwore it was 
true. He fays, moreover, that in the year 1484, there came into Portugal, one from 
the ifland of Madera to beg a caraval of the King, to go to difeover a country, which he 
fwore he fliw every year, and always after the felfdame manner, agreeing with others, 
who faid they had feen it.from the iflands Azores. On which grounds in the charts 
and maps formerly made, they placed fouic iflands thereabouts ; and particularly bc- 
caufe Ariftotle in his book of wonderful natural things, affirms, it was reported that 
forne Carthaginian merchants had failed through the Atlantic fea to a moft fruitful 
iflarfU,*as we fliall declare more at large hereafter, which ifland fonie Portuguefe inferted 
in their maps, calling it Antilla; though they did not agree jn line fituation with 
Ariftotle, yet none placed it above two hundred leagues idue weft from the Canariers 
and Azores, which they conclude to be certainly the ifland of the feven cities, peopled 
by the Portuguefe at the time that Spain was conquered by the Moors in the year 
714, At whicli time, they fay, feven biflnops with thcii* people embarked and failed 
to tills ifland, where each of them built a city ; and to the end none of their people 
might think of returning to Spain, they burnt the Ibips, tackle and all things nece^* 
fary for failing. Some Portuguefe difcourfing about this ifland, there were thofe 
that affirmed feveral Portuguefe had gone to it, who could not find the way to it 
again. Particularly they fay, that in the time of Henry, infant of Portugal, a Portu- 
guefe fliip was drove by ftreis of weather to this ifland Aiitill|i, where the men went 
on fhore, and were led by the iflanders to their church, to fee wliethcr they were 
Chriftlans, and obferved the Roman ceremoniCvS, and perceiving they did, they de- 
fired them not to depart till tlicir lord came, who was then abfeiit, and would make 
very much of them, and give them many »:irefcnls, and to whom dicy would prefently 
fend advice; but the mafier and feameji w<i*re afraid of being detained, fufpvcfting 
thofe people had not a mind to be dilcovered, and miVju therefore burn their fiiip, and 
fo^that rcafon they failed back to Portugal, hoping to be rewarded for what they had 
done, by the Infante. He reproved them feverely, and bid them return quickly ; but 
the maflcr for fear run away from Portugal with the fliip and men ; and it is re- 
ported, that whilft the feanien were at church in the faid ifland the boys of the fhip 
gathered fand for the cook-room, the third part whereof they found to be pure gold. 
Among others Jthat fet out to diTcover this ifland, was one James*'dc Fiene, whofe pilot 
Peter Velafquer, of the town of Palos de Moguer, told tiie admiral fn the monaftery 
of St. Mary de la Rabida. thaf they fet out from Fayal, and failed above one hun- 
dred and fifty leagues foutli-weft, and in their return difeovered the ifland Flores, being 
led to it by abundance of birds they faw fly that way, becaufe thofe being lai^d.and not 
fea fowls/ they judged they could not reft but upon land : after which they failed fo 
faf north-eaft, till they came to Cape Clare, in the weft oJt Ireland, where they met 
with ftiff wefterly winds, and yet a finooth fea, which they imagined was caufed by 
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fome land that (heltered it towards the But it being then the month of A^guft, 

they would not turn towards the ifland, for fear of winter. This was ah#e- rorty 
years before our Indies were difcovered. This account was* confirmed by the f elation 
a mariner at Port St. Mary made, telCng him that once making a voyage into Ireland, 
he faw the fald land, which he thei\ thought t6 be part of Tartary, falling off toward,s 
the weft, which it is like was the land we now call Bacallaos, and that they could not 
make up to it by reafon of the bad weather. This he faid agreed with what one Peter 
de Velafco of Galicia, affirmed to him, in the city of Murcia in Spain, which was, that 
failing for Ireland, they went away fo far to north-weft, that they difcovered land weft 
of Ireland, w'hich land he believes to be the fame that one Femaldolmos attempted to 
difcover, after the manper as I fhall here faithfully fet down, as I found it in my fa- 
ther’s writings ; that it may appear how fome men lay the foundation of great matters 
upon flight grounds. Gonfalo de Oviedo, in his hiftory of the Indies, writes, that the 
admiral had a letter, wherein he found the Indies deferibed, by one that had before dif- 
covered them ; which was not fo, but thus : Vincent Dear, -a Portuguefe of Tavira, 
returning from Guinea to the Tercera iflands, and having pafled the ifland of Madera, 
which he left eaft of him, faw, or imagined he faw, an ifland which he certainly con- 
cluded to be land. Being come to the Tercera ifland, he told it to one Luke de 
Cazzana, a Genoefe merchant, who was very rich, and his friend perfuading him to 
fit out fome vcflTel to conquer that place ; which he was very willing to do, and ob- 
tained licence for it of the King of Portugal. He writ, therefore, to his brother Francis 
de Cazzana, who refided at Sevil, to fit out a fliip with all fpeed for the faid pilot. 
But the faid Francis making a jeft of fuch an undertaking, Luke de Cazzana fet out 
a yeflel in the Tercera ifland, and the pilot w'cnt out three or four times to feek the 
faid iflwd, failing from one hundred and twenty or one hundred and thirty leagues, 
but all in vain, for ho found no land. Yet for all this, neither he nor his partner 
gave over the enterprize till death, always hoping to find it. And the brother afore- 
iaid told me, and affirmed it, that he knew two fons of the captain that difcovered 
the Tercera ifland, their names Michael and Jafper Cortereal, who went fevcral times 
to difcover that land, and at laft in. the year 1502, periftied in the attempt, one after 
another, without ever being heard of ; and that this was well known to many. 

CHAP. X. — Proving it to be falfe, that the Spaniards ha'll formerly the Dominion oj 
the Indies, its Gonzalo de Oviedo^ endeavours to make out in his Hijlory. 

IF all we have faid above concerning fo many imaginary iflands and countries, ap- 
pears to be a mere fable and folly, how much more reafon have we to look upon that 
as a falfchood, which Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo conceits in his natural hiftory of 
the Indies, looking upon his own imagination as a certain truth, and faying he has 
fully made out, that there was another difeoverer of this navigation of the ocean, and 
that tJic Spaniards had the dominion of thofe lands ; alledging to make out his afler- 
tion, what Ariftotle writes of the ifland Atlantis, and Sebofus of the Hpfperides. This 
he affirms upon* the judgment of fome perfons, whofe writings we have duly weighed 
and examined, and I would have omitted to talk on this fubjeft, to avoid condemning 
fome, and tiring the reader, had I not confidered, that fome perfons, to leflTen the 
admiral’;* honour and reputation, make great account of fuch notions. Befides, I 
thought I^^ not perform my duty fully, by fetting down with all fincerity the mo- 

iaclined the admiral to underfake his unparalleled enterprize, 
if I fl^mlPnroer fuch a fiftfehood, which I know to be fo, to pafs uncenfured. There- 
fore, 
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fo»e,''fhe^)etter to difcbvcr his miftake, I will, in the firft place, fet down what Ariftoth?, 
as reljf^ by one F. 'nieophilus dc Ferrariis fays as to this point ; which F. Theophilus 
amoag Ariftotle's problems collctbed by him, brings in a book called De admirandis in 
natura atfditisj a chapter with ihcfc following wprds : “ Beyond Hercules's pillars ia 
•is reported there was formerly found an ifland in the Atlantic fea by certain Cartha- 
ginian merchants, which had never before been inhabited by any but brute beafts. It 
was all wooded and covered with trees, had a great many navigable rivers, and 
abounded in all things nature ufually produces, though removed not many days fail 
from the continent. It happened that fome Carthaginian merchants coming to it, and 
finding it a good country, as well for th(; richnefs or the foil as temperature of the air, 
they began to people it ; but the fenate of Carthage being offended at it, foon mad^ a 
public decree, that for the future no perfon upon pain of death fhould go to that ifland, 
and they that went firft were put to death ; to the end that other nations Ihoulcf not 
hear of it, and fome more powerful people take poffeffion of it, by which means it 
might become an enemy to their liberty.” Now I have faithfully quoted this autho- 
rity, 1 will give the reafons that induce me to fay, that Oviedo has no juft caufe to affirm 
that this ifland was Hifpaniola or Cuba, as he afferts. In the firft place, bccaufe Gon- 
zalp iie Oviedo not underftanding Latin, he of neceflity took fuch interpretation of this 
place as fomebody made him ; who, by what we fee, did not;wcll know how to tranflate 
out of one language into another, fince he altered and changed the Latin text in feveral 
particulars, which perhaps deceived Oviedo, and inclined him to believe that this quo- 
tation fpoke of fome ifland in the Indies ; becaufe we do not read in the Latin text that 
thefe people went out of the Streights of Gibraltar, as Oviedo writes ; nor much lefs that 
the ifland was large, nor its trees great, but that it was an ifland much wooded. Nor 
is it found there, that the rivers were w’onderful ; nor does it IpeaTc of its fatnefs, or fay 
it ws more remote from Africk than Europe^ but in plain terms fays it was remote 
from the continent ; nor does it fay any towns were built there, for traders who hap- 
pened upon it could build but little j nor is it faid to be famous, but that they were 
afraid its fame would fpread abroad into other nations. So that the expofitor who 
interpreted tftis place to him being fo ignorant, it caufed OViedo to imagine it to be 
another thing than really it was ; and if he fhould fay that it is otherwife in Ariftotle’s 
text, and that what the friar writes is as it were a compendium of what Ariftotle writ ; I 
muft afk him who gave hmi authority to beftow fo many kingdoms on whom he pleafes, 
and to rob one of his honour who has gaiifcd it fo fairly, and tell’him he ought not to 
have been fatisfied with reading that ifUthoVity aS it lies in the friar's pamphlet, but 
fhould have feen it in the original, that is, in Ariftotle’!! works. Befides that he was 
mlfinformcd in this cafe, for though Theophilus in all his other books following Arif- 
totle, delivered the fubftance and fum of what he fays ; yet he did not fo in lus 
book Dr admirandis, he himfelf owning in the beginning, that he (does not in that his 
book abridge Ariftotle, as he has done in the others, but that he there infhrts all the 
text word for word ; and therefore if cannot be faid there was either more dr lefs 
in Ariftotle thin what he fet down. Add to this, that Anthony Beccaria of Verona, 
who tranflated this book out ff Qreek into Latin, of which tranflation Theophilus 
made ufe, did not render it fo* faithfully, but that he inferted feveral matters di&ring 
from the Greek original, as will appear to any man that fhall obferve it. 

In the.fecond place I fay, that though Ariftotle had writ fo as Thcophilul efelivers it, 
yet Ariftotle himfelf quotes no author, but as fpeaking of a tl^g for which there is no 
good authority, fays, Fertur, which implies that what he <ielii?(|r8 concerning this ifland, 
he writes as doubtful and ill grounded. Befides he writes of a thing not then new, 
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but Ilyich bad happened long before ; faying, It is reported that formerly an ifland 
was found, and therefore it may well be faid according to the proverb; “ That in great 
travels there are great lies :”'*which proverb is now verified; for in that narration 
there are circumftances no way agre^ble to reafon, forafmuch as it fays, that this ifland 
abounded in all things, but had never been inhabited, which is. not confonant nor 
likely, forafmuch as fruitfulnqfs in land proceeds foom its being cultivated by theinha> 
bitants ; and where there are no inhabitants, the land is fo far from producing any 
thing pf itfelf that even thofe things which art produces grow wild and ufelefs. Nor is 
it more likely that the Carthaginians fhould be difpleal'ed becaufe their people had 
found fuch an ifland, and Ihould put to death the difeoverers ; for if it was fo remote 
from Carthage as the Indies are, it was a folly to fear that thofe who ihould come to 
inhabit there would conquer Carthage unlefs that, as Oviedo affirms, the Spaniards 
pofleflfed thofe illands before. He would farther aflert, that the Carthaginians were 
prophets, and that now their jealoufy and prophecy were fulfilled, the Emperor taking 
Tunis or Carthage, with the money brought from the Indies ) which I am fatisfied he 
would have faid, to gain more favour by telling fuch news than he did, but that his book 
was publiihed before. So that any judicious perfon may conceive it is a folly to fiiy 
that ifland was never more heard or, becaufe the Carthaginians quitted the domiiuon 
of it, for fear any other nation Ihould take it from them, and come afterwards fo de* 
ftroy their liberty ; for they ought to have feared this much more from Sicily or 
Sardinia, that lay but two days fail from their city, than from Hifpaniola, between 
which and them there lay one third of the world. And if it ihould be objefled that 
they apprehended the wealth of that country might empower their enemies to do them 
harm 5 I anfwer, they had more caufe to hope, that being themfelves mailers of thofe 
riches they might oppofe and fubdue whom they pleafed, and that if they left that 
ifland unpeopled, they left it in the power of another to difeover it ; whence the fame 
mifehief might follow which they feared. And therefore they ought rather to fortify 
it and fecure their trade to it, as we know they did another time upon the like occa- 
fjon ; for having found the iilands which they then called Caffiterides, and now we 
call the Azores, they kept that voyage very private, becaufe of the tin they brought 
from thence, as Strabo tells us at the latter end of the third book of his Cofmography. 
Wherefore, granting it were true what Ariilotle had writ in this fable, it might be faid 
he meant it of the voyage to the iflands Azores, which either ‘for want of better under- 
ilanding, and the great antiqujty of the teftimony, or through affetlion, which blinds 
men, Oviedo argues fhould be underflood of the Indies we now poflefs, and not of the 
faid iflands Azores, or any of them. If it fhould be replied that this cannot be becaufe 
Strabo does not fay they were the Carthaginians who were pofTefl'ed of the iflands Azores, 
but the Phoenicians, 1 anfwer that the Carthaginians being come from Phoenicia with 
their Queen Dido, therefore fhe and they were called Phoenicians at that time, as the 
Chriftians born in the iflands are now called Spaniards. And Ihould it be agam urged, 
that tite place of Arifletle which fpeaks of this iflandr, fays it had many navigable 
rivers, which are,not to be found in the illands Azores, but in Cuba and Hifpaniola, I 
anfwer, that if we will take notice of this particular, the;^add, that there were abundance 
of beafts m them, which there are not in Cuba or Hifpaniola ; and it may well be, 
that in a thing of fuch antiquity there might be feme miftake in relating that particular, 
as often Ha;^pens in many of thefe uncertain and fo far diftant antiquities. , Obferve 
that neither Cuba nor Hifpaniola have any deep navigable rivers, as the place quoted 
intimates ; and that t^f lhips may enter the mouths of the biggeft rivers of thofe 
iflands, but not conveniently fail up them. Befides that, as has been faid, how great 
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fcseFer AriftotIe*s authority may be the word might poilibly be corrupted, and might 
be writ indeed oi poi^ndum.^ which better ;^reed with what he treated (ri, 

commending it for plenty of drinking water, a$ well as'fruitfulnefs in producing things 
to eat.. This might well be verified of any one pf the Azores, and with more reafon^ 
becaufe neither Cuba nor' Hifpaniola lie fo, as that the Carthaginians could be carried 
to them either by reafon of their neamefs, or by any mifchance ; for if thofe who went 
purpofely with the admiral to difcovef thought the way fo long that they would have 
turned back, how much longer muft it feem to them who defigned no fuch .tedious 
voyage, and who, as foon as the time would permit, had turned back towards their 
country ? Nor does any ftorm laft fo hjng as to carry a fhip from Cadiz to Hifpaniola ; 
nor is it likely, that becaufe they were merchants, they fhould have any mind to jun 
larther from Spain or Carthage than the wind obliged them, efpecially at a time when 
navigation was not cothe to that perfedion as now it is. For which reafon very incon- 
iiderable voyages were then looked upon as great, as appears by what we read of 
Jafon's voyage to Colchbs, and that of Ulyffes through the Mediterranean, in which fo 
many years were fpent; and** therefore they were fo famous that the moft excellent 
poets have given an account of them, becaufe of the little knowledge they had then of 
fe% affairs ; whereas it has been fo improved of late in our age, that there have been 
thofe who had the boldnefs to fail round the world, which pas contsadifted the proverb 
that faid, “ He that goes to cape Nam will either retyrn orniot which cape is in 
Africk, not very much diftant from the Canaries. Befides it is a notorious miftake to 
think the ifland whither thofe merchants were carried, could be either Cuba, or Hifpa- 
niola ; for it <s well known, that with all the knowledge we have at this prefent, it is 
almoflt impoffible to come at them, without meeting with any other iflands that encom- 
pafs them all all round. But if we would fay that land or ifland was none of the Azores, 
as has been faid above, one lie ought to be grafted upon another, by alledging that it 
was the fame ifland of which Seneca in his fourth book makes mention, where he tella 
us, that Thucydides fpeaks of an ifland called Atlantica, which in the time of the 
Peloponnefian war was all or moflly drowned. Whereof Pfato alfo makes mention in 
his Timaeus.* But becaufe we have difcourfcd too long coKceming thefe fidiles, I will 
proceed to the next point, where it is faid that the Spaniards had entirely the domiiuon 
of the faid iflands ; which opinion is grounded on what Statius and Sebofus fay, that 
certain iflands called Herperides, lay forty days fail weft of the iflands Gorgones. And 
hence it is argued, that fince thofe muft of neceffity be Indies, and are called Hefperides, 
that name came from Hefperus, who wUs«King or Spain, who of confequence, and the 
Spaniards were lords of that country. So that rightly confidering his words, he endea- 
vours from uncertain premifes to deduce three infallible confequences, contrary to 
.Seneca’s rule, who in his fixth book of nature, fpeaking of fuch like things, fays it is 
hard to affirm any thing as fure and certain upon grounds that are no other than con- 
jeftures, as here Ovideo does j forafmuch as only Sebofus is faid to have made men- 
tion of thofe iflands Hefperides, declaring towards what part they lie but not nfention- 
ing that fhey Were the Indies, or of whom they took the name, or b% whom conquered. 
And if Oviedo out of Berofus affirms that Hefperus was King of Spain, I grant it to be 
true, but not that he gave the name to Spain or Italy j but he, like a true hiftorian, 
owning that Berofus fails him in this particular, took up with Hyginus, yet cautioufly 
without anentioning in what book or chapter, and thus he conceals his aulhhrity ; for 
in Ihort, no place is to be found where Hyginus fpeaks of any fuch matter, but, on the 
Contrary, in one only book of his that is extant, intituled, iJepgetica Ajironotnia^ he has not 
only no iuch words, but in three feveral places where he fpeaks of thefe Hefperid^^ he 
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fays thus, Hercultt is painted as killing the dragon that guarded the Hefperides. And 
fomewhat farther he fays, that Hercules being lent by £uriftt\eas for tHfe golden aj^les 
to the Hefperides, and not kno^ng the way thither, he went to Prometheus on mount 
CaucajTus, and entreated him to Ihew him the way, whence followed the death of the 
dragOn. Now, according to this, we fhall have other Hefperides in the eail to whom ■ 
allb Oviedo may fay, Helperu? King of Spain gave his name. Hyginus fays farther, 
in the chapter of planets, that it appears by feveral hiftories that the planet Venus is 
called pelperus, becaufe it fets foort after the fun. From all which we may infer, that 
if we ought to make ufe of any teftimonies or quotations from perfons ufed to relate 
poetical fables, as Hyginus does, that very fame which Hyginus fays rather makes 
againft Oviedo than tor him ; and we may fuppofe and affirm, they were called Hefpe- 
rwes from a certain ftar. And as the Greeks for the fame reafon called Italy Helperia, 
as m‘any write ; fo we may fay, Sebofus called thefe iflands Heh>erides, and made ufe 
of the fame conjeftures, and fome reafons to Ihew whereabouts they lay, which we faid 
above moved the admiral to believe for certain, that there were fuch iflands weflward. 

Thus we may conclude, that Oviedo did not only prdfume to counterfeit authorities 
for what he faid, but that either though inadvertency, or to pleafe him who told him 
thefe things (for it is certain he did not underfland them himfelf), he maintained i;wo 
contradiftions,* the difagreement beween which were fufficient to difeover his error. 
For if the Carthaginians who, as he fays, arrived at Cuba or Hifpaniola, found that 
country inhabited by none but brute beads, how could it be true that the Spaniards had 
been pofleffed of it long before, and that their King Hefperus gave it his name ? Unlefs 
perhaps he will fay, that fome deluge unpeopled it j and that afterwards fome other 
Noah reftored it to that condition it was difeovered in by the admiral. But becaufe I 
am quite tired with this difpute, and methinks the reader is cloyed with it, 1 will nut 
dilate any more upon this point, but follow on our hiftory. 

CHAP. XI. — How the Admiral was difgujled by the King of Portugal, on account of the 

Difeovery be propofed to him, 

\ 

THF. admiral now concluding that his opinion was excellently well grounded, he 
rofolved to put it in praftice, and to fail the weftern ocean in queft of thofe conntrits. 
But being fenfible that fuch an undertaking was only fit for a Prince who could gu 
through with and maintain it, he refolved to.propofe it to the King of Portugal becaufe 
he lived under him. And though JCingdqlm then reigning gave ear to the admiral’s 
propofals yet he feemed backward jn embracing them, becaufe the great trouble and 
expence he was at upon acount of the difeovery and conquefl; of the weftern coaft of 
Afiric, called Guinea, without any confiderable fuccefs as yet, or being as yet able to 
weather the cape of Good Hope, which name fome fay was given it inftead of Agefingue, 
its proper denomination, becaufe that was the fartbeft they hoped to extend their dif- 
coveriss and conquefts^, or as others will have it, becaufe this cape gave them hopes of 
better countries and navigation. Be it as it will, the aforefaid King had but little incli- 
nation to lay out more money upon difeoveries ; and if he gave any ea^ to the admiral, 
it was becaufe of the excellent reafons he gave to prove his opinion, which fo far pre- 
vail^ upon him, that there remained only to grant the admiral thofe terms he de- 
mabo^. ” For the admiral being a man of a noble and generous fpirit, would c,apitulate 
to his^pat benefit and honour, that he might leave befiipd him fuch a reputation, and 
fo (Bohfiderable a family, as became his great aftions and merits. For this' reafon thl 
King, by the advice of one'Doftor CalzadiUa,of whom he made great account, refolved 
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to fend a caraval privately to attempt that which the admiral had propofed to him ; 
becaufe in cafe thofe countries were fe difcovered, he thought himfelf not obliga to 
bellow any great reward,’ which might be demanded on account of the difcovery. 
Having ^hus Ipeedily equipped a caraval, and gomg out, it was to carry fupplies to the 
iOands of Cabo Verde, he lent it that way the adrdiral had propofed to go. But thofe* 
he fent wanted the knowledge, conftancy, and fpirit of the admiral. After wandering 
many days upon the fea, they turned back to the illands of Cabo Verde, laughing at 
the undertaking, and faying it was impoflible there Ihould be any land in thofe feas. 
This being come to the admiral’s ear, and his wife dead, he took fuch an averfion to 
that city and nation, that he refolved to go to Caftile, with a little fon he had left by 
his wife, called D. James Colon, who inherited his father’s eftate. But fearing left if 
the King of Caftile Ihould not confent to his undertaking, he might be forced 
to propofe it to fome other Prince, which would take up much time, he fent a 
brother he had with him,, called Bartholomew Colon, into England, who, though he 
was no Latin fcholar, was a Ikilful and judicious man in fea affairs, and could make fea- 
charts, globes, and other inftrifments fit for that profelllon, having been taught by the 
admiral his brother. Bartholomew Colon being on his way for England, it was his 
fortiyie to fall into the hands of pirates, who ftripped him and the reft of his company. 
For this reafon, and being fick and poor in that country, it was a long time before he 
could deliver his meffage, till having got fome fupply by nlakiijg fea-charts, he began 
to make fome propofals to King Kenry the Vllth, then reigning, to tvhom he prefentcd 
a map of the world, on which were thefe verfes, which I found among his papers, and 
ftiall be here inferted, rather for their antiquity than elegancy. 

Terrarum quicunquc cupis foclicitcr eras 
Nofeere, cun6ta dccens do^le pidlura docebit, 

Qusc Strabo, affirmat, Ptolcmxus, Plinius atque 
Itidorus ; non iin;i tamen fententia cuique, 

Pingitur hie etiam nuper Oilcata carinis 
Hifpanis zona ilia, prius ingonita genti, 

Torridaj quae tandem nunc eft notiilima nuiltis. 

Pro au£lorc, five pi£torc. 

.•Vnd a little lower, 

Genoa cul patna eft, nomen cui Bartliolomaeus 
ColmTibus dc terra rubra, opus edidit lilud, 

Londiniis An.Dom. 1480^ atque infuper anno, 

Oclava Decimaque dk cum tertia mentis 
Febr. lyaudcs Chrifto c^ntentur abuftde. 

•> 

The fenfe of the firft lines is to thiswjfled. Whol’oever thou art that defireft to 
.know the coafts of countries muff: be taught by this draught, what Strabo, Ptolemy, 
Pliny, and Ifidorus affert, though not agreeing in all points. Here is alCo fet down 
the formerly unknown torrid zone, now known to many. For the author or painter : 
the fecond verfes implied that his name was Bartholomew Colon of the red earth, a 
Gonoefe* publiflied this work at London, anno 1480, the aift of February. Praife 
to God. • 

And becaufe it may be obferved that he fays, “ Colon of the red earth I muft 
acquaint the reader, that I have feen fome fubferiptions of the admiral’s before he had 
that title, where he writ Columbus de terra rubra. But to return to che King of 
England : I fay, that he hqving feen the map, and what the admiral offered him, 
Readily accepted of it, and ordered him to be fent for, • But God having refervedlt 
for C^iftile, the admiral had at that time gone his voyage, an*U was returned vrithfuccefs, 
as fliall be Ihewn in its place. 


CHAP- 
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CHdBf XII. — The Jdmirars Departure from Portugal^ eptd the Cenfirenees he hah 
•mth Their Catholic Majtjliest King Ferdinand am Queen Ifabelt or EUxabeth. 

I WILL now forbear relating how Bartholomew Colon proceeded in England, and 
will return to the admiral, who, about the end of the year 1484, ftole away pri>^tely 
out of Portugal, with his fon James, for fear of bdng Hopped by the King ; for he 
being fenfible how faulty^ they were whom he had fent with the caraval, had a mind to 
reftore the admiral to his favour, and dellred he (hould renew the difcourfe of his enter* 
prize 'f but not being fo diligent to put this in execution as the admiral was in getting 
away, he loH that good opportunity, and the admiral got into Caftile to try his fortune, 
which was there to favour him. Therefore leaving his fon in a monaftery at Palos, 
called la Rabida, he prefently went away to the Catholic King’s court, which was then 
at Cordova ; where being affable and of pleafant converfatiqn, he contracted friendihip 
with fuch perfons as he found moll inclinable to his undertaking, and htteil to perfuade 
the King to embrace it ; among whom was Lewis de Santangel, an Arragonian gentle- 
man, clerk of the allowances in the King’s houfehold, a man of great prudence and 
reputation. But becaufe the matter required to be handled with learning rather than 
empty words and favour, their Highneffes committed it to prior of Prado, afterwards 
archbifhop of Grahad^ ordering him, together with fome cofmographers, to take full 
information in this affair, and report their opinions therein. But there being few 
cofmographers at that time, thofe that were called together were not fo fkilful as they 
ought to be j nor would the admiral fo far explain himfelf as that he niJght be ferved 
as he had been in Portugal, and be deprived of his reward. For this reafon the anfwer 
they gave their Highneffes was as various as were their judgments and opinions. For 
fome laid, that fince in fo many thoufand years as had paffed lince the creation, fo many 
fkilful failors had got no knowledge of fuch countries, it was not likely that the admiral 
Ihould know more than all that were then or had been before. Others, who inclined 
more to cofmographical reafon, faid the world was fo prodigious great, that it was 
incredible three years fail would bring him to the end of the eaft, whither he de- 
figned his voyage j and to corroborate their opinion, they brought the authority of 
Seneca, who in one of his works, by way of argument, faid that many wife men among 
them difagreed about this queftion, whether the ocean were infinite, and doubted whe- 
ther it could be failed, and though it were navigable, whether habitable lands would be 
found on the other licle, and whether; they.cquld be gone to. They added, that of this 
lower globe of earth and water, only a fmall compafs was inhabited, which had remained 
in our hemifphere above water, and that all the reft was fea and not navigable, but only 
near the coalts and rivers. And that wife men granted it was poflible to fail from the 
coaft of Spain to the fartheft part of the weft. Others of them argued almoft after 
the fame manner as the Portuguefe had done about failing to Guinea, faying, that if 
any m^n ftiould fail ftraight away weftward, as the admijal propofed, he would not be 
able to return into Spain becaufe of the roundnefs of the globe, looking upon st as moft 
certain, that whofbever Ihould go out of the hemifphere known to Ptolemy, would go 
down, and then it would be impoffible to return, affirmmg it would be like climbing 
a hill, which Ihips could not do with the ftiffeft gale. Though the admiral fufticiently 
folved all /hffe objections, yet the more powerful his reafons were, the lefs they under- 
ftood him through their ignorance ; for when a man grows old upon ill principles in 
mathematics, he cannot concek e the true becaufe of the falfe notions at firft imprinted' 
in his mind. Ihort, all V)f them holding to the Spanilh proverb, which, though it 
be contrary to reafon, (ipmmonly fays dubitat Augujlinuf^ “ St. Auguftin queftions it j” 
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beaufe the faid Saint in his twenty firft book, and ninth chapter, « Of the city of God,** 
denies and looks upon it asjmpoffible that there Ihould be antipodes, or anygdng 
out of one hemifphere into* the other ; and further urging againft the admiral thofe 
fables th^t are current about the five zones, and other untruths, which they looked 
upon as moft certamly true, they refolved to givd judgment againft the enterprife, * 
as vain and imprafticable ; and that it became not the ftate and dignity of fuch great 
Princes, to be moved upon fuch weak infonnation. Therefore, after much time fpent 
upon the fubje£t, their higlmeffes anfwered theadmiral, that they were then taken up with 
many other wars and conquefts^ and particularly the conqueft of Granada, ■Jirhich 
they had then in hand, and therefore could not conveniently attend that new under- 
taking, but that in time there would be more conveniency to examine and execute 
that which he propofed. And to conclude, Their Majefties would not give ear to the 
great propofals the admiral made. • 

• 

CHAP. XIII. — How the Admiral^ not agreeing with the King of Cajiile^ refolved to go 

elfewhere to offer his Service. 

WHILST this was in agitation, their catholic majefties had not been alvrays fettled 
in one place, becaufe of the war they made in Granada, for whigh reafon it was 
* a long time before thsy came to a refolution and gave \heir anfwer. The admiral 
therefore went to Sevil, and finding their highneffes no way refolved more than at 
firft, he concluded to give the Duke of Medina Sidonia an account of his projeft. But 
after many conferences, feeing there was no likelihood pf coming to fuch conclufion 
as he wiflied for in Spain, and that the execution of his defign was too much delayed 
he refolved to apply himfelf to the King of France, to whom he had already writ ; 
concerning this affair, defigning, if he were not admitted there, to go into England 
next, to leek out his brother, of whom he had as yet no manner of news. Being fo 
refolved he fet out for the monaftery of Rabida, to fend his fon James, whom he had 
left there, to Cordova, and then proceed on his journey. But to the end what God 
had decreed, Ihould not be difappointed, he put it into the heart of F. John Perez, 
guardian of that houfe, to contrafk fuch friendfhip with the admiral, and be fo taken 
with his project, that fie was concerned at his refolution, and for the lofs Spain would 
fuftain by his departure. 'Therefore he intreated him by no means to put his defign 
in execution, for that he would go to the Queen, of whom he heped, that he being 
her father confeffor, fhe would give credit t« ^hat he Ihould fay to her. Though the 
admiral was quite out of hopes and difgufted to fee fo little refolution and judgment 
in their highneffes counfellors, yet, being on the other fide very defirous that Sp ain 
Ihould reap the benefit of his undertakings, he complied with the father’s defires and 
requeft, becaufe he now looked upon himfelf as a natural born Spaniard,* becaufe he 
had fo long refided there ; whilft he was following his projeft, and becaufe he had 
got children there ; which was •the canfe he rejefted the offers made him by ftther 
Princes, as*he declares in a letter he w'rit to thejr highneffes in thefg words, “ that 
I might ferve your highneffes, I have refufed to take up with France, England and 
Portugal, the letters from wmch Princes your highneffes may fee in the hands of 
doftor Villalan.*’ 


CHAP. 
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CH4iP. XlV.-— -How the Admiral returned to the Camp 'before Granada^ and took 
. 5 his Leave of Their Catholic Majejiies^ having concluded nothing with them. 

THE admiral departing from the monaftery of Rabida near Palos, together with 
E. John Perez, to the camp of S. Faith, where their catholic majefties then were to 
carry on the fiege of Granada ; the faid father further informed the Queen, and prefled 
the bjifmefs fo home, that her majefty was pleafed the conferences about the difeovery 
fhould be renewed. But the opinions of the prior of Prado and others of his followers 
varying, and on the other fide Colon demanding to be made admiral and viceroy, 
bjcfides other matters of great confcquence ; it was thought too much to grant him, 
becaufe if what he promifed fucceeded, they judged his demand too confiderable, and 
in cafe it did not, tliey thought it a folly to give fuch titles ; Vi'hich made the bufmefs 
come to nothing. I cannot forbear declaring that I make great account of the admiral’s 
wifdom, refolution and forefight, for be being fo unfortunate in this affair, having 
fo earneft a defire, as I have faid before, to remain' in this kingdom, and being 
reduced to fuch a condition, that he ought to take up with any thing, it was a great- 
nefs of fpirit in him not to accept of any but great titles and honours, demanding 
things as if he had forefeep and been more certainly aflured of the fuccefs of his projed , 
he could not have articled better, or more honourably than he did ; fo that at lali: they 
were forced to grant, that he fhould be admiral on the ocean, and enjoy all the 
allowances, privileges and prerogatives, that the admirals of Caftile and Leon had in 
their feveral feas, all and that civil employments, as well of government as admini* 
ftration of juftice, in all the iflands and continent fhould be wholly at his difpofal, and 
that all governments 'fhould be given to one or three perfons he fhould name ; and 
that he mould appoint judges in all parts of Spain trading to the Indies, who fliould 
decide all matters relating to thofe parts. As for profit and revenue, he demanded, 
over and above the falary and perquifites of the aforefaid employments of admiral, 
viceroy and governor, the tenth of all that was bought, bartered, found, or got 
within, the bounds of his admiralfhip, abating only the charge of the conqueft ; fo that 
had there been one thoufand ducats in an ifland, one hundred were to be his. And 
becaufe his adverfaries faid he ventured nothing in that undertaking, but had the 
command of a fleet as long as it lafted, he demanded the eighth part of what he fhould 
bring home in his fkot, and he would be the eighth part of the expence. Thefe 
being matters of fuch confcquence, ahd riieir highnefles refufing to grant them, 
the admiral took leave of his friends, and went away towards Cordova, to take order 
for his journey into France, for he was refolved not to return to Portugal, thoifgh 
the King had writ to him, as fhall be faid. 

CHAP. XV. -—How Their Catholic Majc flics font aflcr^the Admiral, and granted him all 

be demanded. 

% 

IT was now the month of January in the year 149*, when thcndmiral departed 
&*om Ae camp of St. Faith, and that fame day Lewis do Santangel before mentioned, 
who did not approve of his going away, but very defirous to prevent it ; went to the 
Queen, ^ifd ufing fuch words as his inclination fuggeffed, to perfuade and reprove 
her at once, faid, he wondered to fee that her highnefs, who had always a great foul 
for all matters of moment and confcquence, fhould now want the heart to venture 
upon an undertaking, where fo little was ventured, ' and which might redound fo 

much 
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snjjch to the glory of God and propagation of the faith, not without greJit benefit 
and honour to her kingdoms and dominions ; and fuch in fhort, that if any other 
Prince ftiould undertake *t, as the admiral ollcred, tho damage that would accrue to 
lier crown was very vifible, and that then file ’would with juft canfc be much blamed 
by her friends and fervants, and reproached by her enemies, and all people would 
fay, file had well defervtd that misfortune ; and though fhe hcrfelf fliould never have 
caufe to repent it, yet her fucceflbrs would certainly feM the fmart of it. Therefore, 
fince the matter feemed to be grounded upon reafon, and the admiral who propofed it 
was a man of fenfe and wifdom, and demanded no other reward but what he fliould 
find, being willing to bear part of the charge, befides venturing his own perfon ; 
her highnefs ought not to look upon it hs fuch an impollibility as thofe fcholars made 
it, and that what they faid that it would be a reflexion on her if the enterprife did 
not fuccecd, as the ackniral propofed, was a folly, and he was of a quite contrary 
opinion, rather believing they would be looked upon as generous and magnanimous 
Princes, for attempting* to difeover the fecrets and wonders of the world, as other 
monarchs had done, and it htfd redounded to their honour. But though the event 
were never fo uncertain, yet a confiderable fum of money would be well employed in 
clearing fuch a doubt. Befides that, the admiral only demanded two thoufand five 
hundred crowns to fit the fleet, and therefore fhe ought not to defpife that under- 
taking, that it might not be faid it was the fear of fpendiitg fi> fmall a fum that kept 
her back. The Queen knowing the fincerity of Santangcl’s words, anfwered, thank- 
ing him for his good advice, and faying, fhe was willing to admit of the propofals, 
upon condition the execution were refpited, till fhe had a little breathing after the war. 
And yet if he were of another opinioti, fhe was conteift that as much money as was 
requifite for fitting out the fleet, fliould be borrowed upon her jewels. But Santangel 
feeing the Queen had upon his advice condefeended to what fhe had refufed to all other 
perfons, replied, there was no need of pawning her jewels, for he would do her 
highnefs that fmall fervice as to lend his money. Upon this refolution the Queen 
immediately fent an officer poll, to bring the admiral back, who found him upon the 
bridge of Pinos, *^wo leagues from Granada ; and though th^- admiral was much con- 
cerned at the difficulties and delays he had met within his enterprife, yet underftanding 
the Queen’s will and refolution, he returned to the camp of St. Faith, where he Avas 
well entertained by Thek* Catholic Majeflies, and his difpatch and articles committed 
to the fecretary John Coloma, who by thgir highneffes’ command and under their hand 
and feal, granted him all the ai’ticles and eJaufes we faid above he had demanded, 

without altering or diiainifliing any thing 111 them. ^ 

• 

• CHAP. XVI. — How the Admiral fitted out three Car avals t$ go upon Ids Difeovery. 

THE aforefaid articles being granted by Their Catholic IMajeftics, he fet out from 
Granada on the twelfth of May this year 1492, for Palos, the port where he jvas to 
fit out his fhips, that town being obliged to ferve their highndU'es three months with 
two caravals, w.hich they ordered fliould be given to the admiral. Thofe and another 
fhip he fitted out with all cane and diligence. The fhip he wx*nt in was called the St. 
Mary, another was La Pinta, whereof Martin Alonzo Pinzon was captain, and 
Vincent,Yanez Pinzon, brother to Alonzo, both of the town of Palos, the third 
which was called La Nina, and had fquare fails. They being furnifhed with all 
fieceflaries, and ninety menj fet fail direftly towards the Canaries on the third of 
Auguft, and from that time forwards, the admiral was very careful to keep an cxaQ: 
voi,. XII. E journal 
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journal of all that happened to him during the voyage, fpecifying what wind blew, 
how far he failed with every wind ; what currents he found, jind what he faw by the 
way, whether birds, or fiflics, 6r other jhings, which he alwayvS did in four voyages 
he made from Spain to the Indies. I will not write all thofe particulars ; for though 
to give an account of his voyage, and to Ihew what impreflions and effefts anfwcrcd 
the courfe and afpcfts of the Itacs, and to relate what difference there is between that 
and our fea and our countries, would be now very beneficial ; yet I do not think all 
thofe particulars would now be plcafing to the reader, whom fuch long and fuper- 
fluous relations mult tire. Therefore 1 Ihall only difeourfe of thofe things I lhall think 
neceffary ancl convenient. 

CHAP. XVII. — The Admiral arri-vrd at the Canary IJlands, andjhcrcfurniJ1>cd himfclf 

completely ^Mith all he wanted. 

THE next day after the admiral’s departure for the Canary illands, being 
Saturday the fourth of Augult, the rudder of one of the caravals called La Pinta, 
broke loofe, and being therefore forced to lie by, the admiral foon came by her 
fide, but the weather blowing hard, could give no alhllance, yet commanders at, fea 
are obliged fo to do^ to encoprage thofe that arc in diltrefs. 'I’his he did the more 
readily, as mifdoubting this had happened by the contrivance of the mailer, to avoid 
going the voyage, as he attempted to do before they fet out. Pinzon the captain, 
being an able feaman, foon repaired that fault with the help of feme ropes, fo that 
they were able to continue the.ir voyage, till on Tuefday following, ^he weather 
being rough, the ropes broke, and they were forced again to lie by to mend what 
had given way. From which misfortune of breaking of the rudder twice, any body 
that had been fuperltilious, might have foreboded its future difobedicnce to the 
admiral, when through the malice of Pinzon, it twice got away from him, as lhall 
be mentioned hereafter. 

To return to what w'e have in hand, they apply the bell remedy they could 
for the prefent, that thoy might at Icaft reach the Canary illands, which all three 
fhips. difeovered on Tliurfday the ninth of Augull about break of day, but the wind 
being contrary, they could not come to an anchor at Gran Canaria, thougli very 
near it, that day nor the two following. Here the admiral left Pinzon, that going 
alhore he might cndctrv'our to get another Ihip ; and he to the fame purpofe went 
aw'ay to the ifland Gomera, with the •caraVabcrfilcd La Nina, that if they failed of a 
veffcl in one ifland, they might find ^t in the other. Thus he came to Gomera on the. 
Sunday following, being the twelfth day of Auguft, and fent his boat afliore, which 
returned in the morning, with the news that there was never a vefl'cl in the ifland at 
that time, but that they hourly cxpecled the lady Beatrix de Bobadilla, proprictrefs 
of that fame ifland, who was then at Gran Canaria, and had hired a vcU'el of forty 
tun, belonging to one Gradenna of Sevile, which being fit for the voyage he defigned, 
he might have tak^n. Therefore the admiral refolved to expeft him in that port, 
believing that if Pinzon had not been able to repair his own veffcl, he-^ might himfclf 
have got another at Gomera. Having ftayed there the tvvo following days, and the 
yeffel above mentioned not appearing, he fent a man aboard a bark that was bound 
from Gomera to Gran Canaria, to acquaint Pinzon where he lay, and aflift •him in 
fixing his rudder, writing to him that he did not go himfclf to alfift him, becaufc that 
veffcl could not fail. But jt teing long after the departure of that bark, before the' 
admiral received any anfwer j he refolved on the twenty third of Augult to return 

with 
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with his two veffels to Gran Canaria, and failing the next day, met in the way the 
aforementioned bark, which was not yet arrived at Gran Canaria, by rcafon of the 
contrary winds. Having taken out the man he had ‘fent aboard the bark, that night 
he failed clofe by Tenerife, where they faw ‘flames gufli out of the high rock cory- 
monl/ called the Peake, or rather El Pico, w'hlch his men admiring at, he told them 
llie occafion of that fire, proving what he faid by the example of Mount iEtna in 
Sicily, and of many others like it. Leaving that illand they arrived at Gran Canaria 
upon Saturday the twenty fifth, whither Pirmon with much difficulty was got in but 
the day belore. By him he was infoi'med tliat the lady Beatrix was failed the Monday 
before, with tliat vetfel he took fuch pains to get, and the others being much troubled 
at it, he made the bell of whatever liappcncd ; affirming, that fince it did not pleafe 
tiod he fliould meet wi;h that vcfl'el, it was perhaps becaul’eiu finding it, he would at the 
lame time iuive met wirii foine obllacle or oppofition in prelTing of it, and ha^e loft 
time in Ihipping and unlhipping the goods, which would be a hindrance to his voyage : 
for this realbn, leaiing’i if lie returned to leek it at Gomera, he might mifs of it by the 
way ; he refolved to repair his caraval the beft he could at Gran Canaria, making a 
new rudder, Ihe having loft hers, and to change the fiiils of the other caraval called 
La Nina, which were I'quare, to round, that flie might follow the other fliips W’ith 
leTs' danger and agitation. , 


CHAP. XVIII. — How the Admiral fet fail from ihe I/land of Gran Canaria upon his Dif 
rovery, and what happened to him on the Ocean. 

WHEN the fliips were refitted and in order to fail on Friday, (this by what follow's 
ought to be Saturday) the firft of September ; in the afternoon the admiral weighed 
anchor, and departed from Gran Canaria, arriving the next day at Gomera, where 
four days more were fpent in laying in provifions, w'ood and w'ater ; fo that next 
Thurfday in the morning which w'as on the fixth of September 14S2, which may be 
accounted tlie firft letting out upon the voyage on the ocean, the admiral departed 
from Gomera, and flood away to the weftward, but made but little way by reafon of 
the calm. On Sunday about day, he found himfelf nine leagues w'oft of the ifland 
Ferro, where they loft fight of land, and many fearing it would be long before 
they Ihould fee it again? fighed and wcyit, but the admiral, after comforting them all 
with great promifes of lands, and wcalili. to raife their hopes, and It. ITcn the fear they 
had conceived of the length of the way., thsugh they failed eighteen leagues that day, 
he pretended by his computation it was but lifteiin, refohiiig all the voyage to keep 
fliort in his reckoning, that his men might not think thcmfelvcs fo far from Spain as 
they were, if he fliould truly fet down the w'ay he made, which yet he pi'ivately marked 
down. Continuing thus his voyage, on Wednefday the twelfth of September, about 
luii-fetting, being about one hundred and fifty leagues weft of the illaud Ferro, he dif- 
covered a large body of the m;jft of a tree of one hundred and ^wenty ton, whicl>feemed 
to have been. a long time upon the water. There and fomewhat further the current fet 
llrong towards^ I he north-eaft ; but w’hen he had run fifty leagues farther weftward, on 
the thirteenth of September, ‘he found that at night fall the needle varied half a point 
towards the north-eaft, and at break of day, half a point more, by which he undcrltood 
that thg needle did not point at the north ftar, but at feme other fixed and Vifihle point. 
This variation no man had obferved before, and therefore he had occafion to be furprifed 
at it ; but lie was more amazed the third day after, ^when he was almoft one iiundred 
leagues further j for at night the needles varied about a point to the north-eaft, and in the 
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morning they pointed upon the ftar. On Saturday the fifteenth of September, beiog 
almoft three hundred leagues weft of Ferro, at night they faw a wonderful flalh of 
light fall from the Iky into the lea, about four or five leagues diftance from the Ihips 
towards the fouth-weft, though the weather was then fair, like April, the wind favour- 
able at north-eaft, the fea ftill, and the current fetting north-eaft. The men aboard 
the caraval, called La Nina, told the admiral, they had the Friday before feen a heron 
and another fort of bird, which the Spaniards call rabo de junco, which they were 
amazed at, thofe being the firft birds they had feen : but they were more furprifed 
the next day, which was Sunday, at the great abundance of weeds between green and 
yellow, that appeared upon the water, which feemed to be newly walhed away from 
fome ifland or rock. They faw enough of thefe wee'ds the next day, which made 
many affirm they were already near land, efpecially becaufe they faw a fmall lobfter 
alive among thofe weeds, which they faid fomewhat refembleJ the herb ftar-wort, 
but that the ftajk and branches were long, and it was all full of fmall feeds. After- 
wards they obferved that the fea water was but half as fait as before ; befidcs, that 
night abundance of tunny fifties followed them, running^ along, and flicking fo clofe 
to them, that thofe aboard the caraval Nina, killed one with a bearded iron. Being 
now three hundred and fixty leagues weft of Ferro, they faw another of thofe birds 
the Spaniards call rabo de junco, becaufe of a long feather their tail con fids of, 
and in Spanifh, rabo fignifies a tail, as junco is a rufti, fo that rabo de junco imports 
rufh tail. On Tuefday following, being the eighteenth of September, Martin Alonzo 
Pinzon, who was gone a-head with the caraval called Pinta, which was an excellent 
failer, lay by for the admiral, and told him he had feen a great number of birds fly 
away weflward, for which reafon he hoped to find land that night, and he thought he 
faw the land to the northward, fifteen leagues diftant ; that day about fun-fetting, 
looking very dark and cloudy. But the admiral knowing for certain it w'as no land, 
he would not lofe time to difeover it, as all his men would have had him ; forafmuch 
as he was not yet come to the place where he expefted by his computation to find 
land, therefore they took in their top fails at night, becaufe the wind frelhmed, 
having for eleven days never abated one handful of fail, going ftill befoie the wind 
weft ward. 


CHAP. XIX. — all the Men carefully^ obferved ivhai Signs they difeovered, being 

eager to difeover Land. 

ALL the men aboard the ftiips being unacquainted with that voyage, and fearful 
of the danger becaufe far from any relief, there were fome that began to muttci, 
and feeing nothing but fky and water, carefully obferved every thing that appeared, 
at greater diftance from land than any had been before. For which reafon I will 
relate all they made any account of, and this only in the firft voyage ; for I fhall not 
mention IclTer tokens gtinerally feen upon fuch occafiona. On the 1 9th of September, 
in the morning, .a fowl called Alcatraz, which is a fort of fca-gull, flew over the 
admiral’s fliip, and others in the afternoon, which made him conceive hope of land, 
he imagining they would not fly very far from it. Upon thefe hopes, as foon as the 
wind abated, they founded with two hundred fathom of line ; and though they found 
no bottom, they perceived the current noW fet fouth-weft. On Thurfday, the C2d, 
two hours before noon, two alcatrazes came to the Ihip, ^nd another fome time after ; 
befidcs, they took a bird , like a heron, but that if was black, and had a white tuft oh 
the head, the feet like a duck, as commonly water-fowls have j they alfo caught a little 
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fi{h,^nd faw abundance of weeds j and about evening there came aboard three land- 
fowls finging, but at break of day they flew away, which was fome comfort to them j 
confidering that the other fowls being large, and ufed to. the water, might better go 
far from land, but that thefe little ones could not come from any far diftant country. 
Three hours after they faw another alcatraz, that dame from the weft-north- weft, and 
the next day attenioon they faw another rabo de junco and an alcatraz, and there 
appeared more weeds than before, towards the north, as far as they could fee j which 
things fometimes were a comfort to them, believing they might come from fome near 
land, and fometimes they caufed dread, becaufe they were fo thick that in fome 
meafure they ftayed the ftiips, and fear making things worfe than they are, they 
apprehended that might befall them which is fabuloufly reported of St. Amaro in the 
frozen fea, who is faid not to fuffer fhips to ftir backwards or forwards, and therefore 
they fteercd away from.thofe fhoals of weeds, as much as they could. But to return 
to the tokens : the next day they faw a whale, and on Saturday following, being the 
2 2d of September, fome fmall birds ; and the wind ihofe days blew at fouth-weft, fome- 
times more and fometimes lefs weft, which, though contrary to their voyage, the admiral 
faid he looked upon as very good, and a help to them ; becaufe the men continually mut- 
tering. among other things that increafed their fear, faid this was one ; that fince the wind 
was always right a-ftern, they Ihould never in thofe feas have a gale to carry them back ; 
and though fometimes they found the contrary, they alleged that it was no fettled 
wind, and that not being ftrong enough to fwell the fca,*it would never carry them 
back fo far as they had to fail. Whatfocver the admiral could fay, telling them that 
the reafon was the lands being now near, which did not fuller the waves to rife, and 
ufiing the belt argument he could, yet he afiirms he ftooil in need of God’s particular 
alfiftance, as Mofes did when he led the Ifraelites out of Egypt,. who forbore laying 
violent hands upon him, becaufe of the prodigies God wrought by hi.s means. So, 
faid the admiral it happened to him in that voyage ; for upon Sunday following, the 
wind ftarted up at weft-north-weft, with a rolling fca as the men wilhed j and three 
hours before noon they faw a turtle fly over the fliip, and about evening an alcatraz, 
a river fowl, and e ther white birds, and fome crabs among the weeds ; and the next 
day they fpied another alcatraz, and feveral fmall birds that came from the weft, and 
fmall fifties, whereof the men of the other vcflels ftuck fome with harping irons, 
becaufe they would not bite :'t the hook. 


Cl'L\r. XX. — lloti' the Men mutinied it turli bach, ctyid feeing other Signs and Tokens 

of Land, teent on well cnouglj fa-ified: 

, THE more the aforefaid tokens were found vain, the more they took occafion to ap- 
prehend and mutter; caballing together, and laying the admiral, out of a foolifh fancy 
of his own, had defigned to make himfelf a great lord at the cxpence of their lives 
and danger ; and fince they had done their duty in trying their^fortunc, and had«gonc 
farther Irdm land and any fuccour than any others had done, they ought not to deftroy 
themfclvcs, nor proceed in that voyage, fince if they did, they fliould liavc caufc to re- 
pent ; for provifions would fail fhort, and the fliips fail, which they knew were already 
fo faulty, that it would be hard to get back fo far as they were gone, and that none 
would condemn them for fo doing, but they would rather be looked uj>*n» as very 
brave men for going upon fuch a defign and venturing fo far ; and that the admiral 
ffeing a foreigner, and having no favour at court, and fo*many wife and learned men 
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having condemned his opinion, there would be nobody now to favour and defencj him, 
and they Ihould fooner find credit, if they accufed him of ignorance and mifmanagement, 
than he, whatfocver he could fay for hiinfelf. Nor did there want fome who faid, that to 
end all difpute, in cafe he would not acquiefce to them, they might make (hort and throw 
him overboard, and give out, that’ as he was making his obfervationvS he dropped ip.to 
the fea; and no man would go about to enquire into the truth of it, which was the 
readieft way for them to return home and fecure thcmfelves. Thus they went on 
from day to day, muttering, coinijlaining, and eonfulting together : nor was the ad- 
miral without apprehenftons of their iiicouilancy, and ill intentions towards him. 
I'herefore fometimes with good words, and ibmetimes with a lull refolution to expofe 
his life ; putting them in mind of the puiulhincnt due to them if they obftruded the 
"voyage, he in fome meafure quelled their apprehcafions, and fuppreflbd their ill 
dbfigns. To confirm the hope he gave theni, he put them* iu mind of the aforefaid 
figns and tokens, aflliring them they would 'U find land ; which figns they were 
fo attentive to, that they thought every hour a year till they faw land. On I’ucfday 
the 25th of September, about fun-fetting, as the adnimil was dil’courfing with IJinzon, 
whofe Ihip 'ivas very near, the faid Pinzon on a fudden cried out, “ Land, land, fir! 
Let not my good news mifearry ami fliewed him towards the fouth-well ^ bulk 
which looked yery like an illand, about twenty- five leagues from the fliips] This 
was fo pleafing to the men, that they returned thanks to God ; and the admiral, who 
had given no credit to thefe words, to pleafe the men, and that they Ihould not ob- 
llruft his voyage, ftood that way a great part of the night. Next morning they per- 
ceived tliat what they had I’ecn were only clouds, which often look, like land ; for 
which reafon, to the great Jiflatisfaftion of moft of the failors, they turned the denis 
of their Ihips weftward, as they had always done, except when the wind hindered. 
Continuing dill attentive to the figns, they faw an alcatraz, a rabo de junco, aiul 
other birds like thofe above mentioned. On ThurlUay the 27th of September, in the 
morning, they faw another alcatraz corning from the well, and failing ealhvard, and 
abundance of filhes with gilt backs appeared, whereof they Itruck one with a harping, 
iron. A rabo dc jur.co flew by them, and they found that the currents for thole 
laft days were not fo regularly fixed as they ufed to be before, but turned with the 
tide, and there were not fo many weeds as before. On Friday following, all the fliips 
tobk fome fillies with gilt backs, and on Saturday they law a rabo de junco, which 
though it be a fea-fowl does not reft ou it, but flies always in the air, purfuing the 
alcatrazes, till it makes them drop iheir qxGreinent for fear, which it catches in the 
air for its nourilhmcnt ; and tljus it maintains itfelf on the fea; and it is reported 
there are many of them about the illands of Cabo Verde. Soon after they faw ‘two 
other alcatrazes, and abundance of flying fillies, which are about a fpan long, and 
have two little wings like a bat ; they fly about a pikq| high from the water, and a 
mulket lliot in length, more or lefs, and fometimes they drop upon the fliips. After 
noon they law abunc^^uice of weeds lying in length ntirth and fouth, as they had done 
before, befides three alcatrazes and a rabo dc junco that purfued theru. 

On Sunday morning four rabo de juncoes came to the Ihip, by reafon of w'hofe 
coming lb together, it was thought the land was nearer, efpecially becaufc foon after 
there flew by four alcatrazes, and abundance of weeds were fecn in a line lying weft- 
north-welil and caft-fouth-eaft, and alfo a great number of thofe filhes, they call 
emperadores, which have a very hard Ikin, and arc not fit to eat. How much foever 
the admiral regarded theft* tokens, yet he never forgot thofe in the heaven, and the 
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courfe of the ftars. He therefore obfeFved in this place, to his great admiration, 
that tfie Charles-wain at night appeared in the weft point, and in the morning they were 
directly north-eaft, by which* he gathered that their whole oight’s courfe was but three 
lines, or nine hours, that is, fo many parts of twenty-four ; and this he made out every 
ni^r. He alfo perceived, that at night-fall the coimpafs varied a whole point to the 
nJ^h-weft, and at break of day it came right with the ftar. I’hefe things confounded 
the pilots, till he told them the caufe of it was the corapafs the ftar took about 
the ptje, which was fome fatisfaclion to them ; for this variation made them ap- 
prehend fome danger in fuch an unknown diftance from home, and fuch ftra’nge 
ri'gions. 

C'.riAP. XXI. — How thcyfiiw not only the aforementioned Signs and Tokens, but others. 

better than they, which were fome Comfort to the Men. , 

• 

ON Monday the ift of October, after fun-rifing, analcatraz came to the (hip, and 
two more abniu ten in the morning, and long ftreams of weeds lay from eaft to weft. 
That day in the morning, the pilot of the admiral’s Ihip faid they were five hundred 
and feventy-eight leagues weft of the ifland Ferro : the admiral faid, by his account, 
they were five hundred and eighty-four leagues ; but in private he concluded it was 
feven "Ifundred and feven, which is one hundred and twenty-nine leagues more than 
/he pilot reckoned. The other two fliips differed very much fti their computation, for 
the pilot of the caraval Ninna on Wednefday following, afternoon, faid they had failed 
five hundred and forty leagues, and the other of the caraval Pinta faid fix hundred 
and thirty-four. Adding all they had failed during thofe three days, they were ftill 
much Ihort of truth ; for they went always before the win'd, and had run much more. 
But the admiral, as has been faid, winked at this grofs miftake, that the men might 
not be (luite dejefted, being fo. far from home. The next day, being the zd of 
Odober, they law abundance of fifli, catched a fmall tunny, and faw a white bird, 
and many other fmallones, and the weeds they faw were withered and almoft fallen to 
pctwder. The next day after, feeing no birds, but fome fifli, they miftrufted they had 
left fome iflandjf on both hands, and were flipped between witho^it difeovering them j 
guefling that thofe many birds they had feen were pafting from one ifland to another. 
They were very earneft to fteer either one way or the other, to feek out thofe lands 
they imagined ; but the acbniral would not confent, being unwilling to lofe the fair 
wind that carried him away to weftward, whigh he accounted his fureft courfe; and 
befidos, becaufe he thought it was leflening t^Jc reputation of his undertaking, to run from 
oncjtlace to another, feeking that which he always affirmed he well knew where to find. 
For .this reafon the men were ready to mutiny, continuing to mutter and confpire 
againll him : but it pleafed God, as was faid above, to affift him by the means of frelli 
tokens ; for on Thurfday, the ^th of Odlobcr, afternoon, above forty fparrows together, 
and two alcairazcs, flew fo near the Ihips that a feamau killed one of them with a ftone ; 
and before this they had feen another bird like a rabo de junco, and another lik« a 
fwallow, aiuLa gjeat many flying-^flies fell into the Ihips. Next day there came a 
rabo dc junco and an alcatraz from the weftward, and abundance of Tparrows were 
feen. On Sunday the 7th of Odlober, about fun-rifing, fome figns of land 
appeared weftward, but being imperfect, no man would fpeak of it, not fo much for 
the lhame that would follow of afl'erting what was not, as for fear of lofing .thirty 
crowns a year. Their Catholic Majefties had promifed for life, to him that ftiould firft 
difoover land ; and to prevent their crying land, land, at every turn, as they might 
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do without caufe, at every turn, out of covetoufnefs of that allowance, it was ordered 
that whofoever faid he faw land, if it were not made out in three days after, Ihould 
lofe the reward, though afterwards he fbould prove the firft difeoverer. All aboard 
the admiral being thus forewarned, none of them durft cry out land ; but thofe in 
the caraval Ninna, which was a bccter lailor, and kept a-head, believing it to be cer- 
tainly land, fired a gun, and put out their colours in token of land. But the farther 
they failed, the more their joys vanifhed, till that appearance quite vaniftied, though 
it picafed God foon after to give them fonie manner of comfort, for they faw great 
flights of great fowl, and others of fmall land-birds, flying from the weft towards the 
fouth-weft. Therefore the admiral being now fo far from Spain, and fure that fuch 
fmall birds would not go far from land ; he* altered his courfe, which till then was weft, 
and ftood to the fouth-w'eft, faying, that if he changed his road, it w'as becaufe he 
deviated but little from his firft delign, and becaufc he would follow the example of 
the Portuguefc, who had difeovered moft of their iflands by means of fuch birds, and 
the more becaufe thofe they faw followed almolt the lame .way. He had always pro- 
pofed to himfelf to find land according to the place ihey were then in ; fince as they 
well knew', ho had often told them, he never expefted to find land till he w'as feven 
hundred and fifty leagues to the weftward of the C’anaries ; within which diftance he 
had farther faitj, he fliould dilcover Hifpaniola, which he then called Cipango'; and 
there is no doubt but he had found it, had not he known it was reported to lie in length 
from north to fouth : for which real'on he had not inclined more to the fouth to run 
upon it, and therefore that and others of the Caribbee iflands lay now on his larboard- 
fide, fouth of him, whither thofe birds were direding their courfe. Being fo near to 
land was the reafon they continually faw fuch abundance of birds ; and on Monday the 
8th of Odober, there came to the Ihip twelve finging birds of feveral colours, and 
after flying a turn about the Ihip, they helil on their way. They alfo faw from the 
Ihips many other birds flying towards the fouth-weft j and that fame night abundance 
of large fowls were feen, and flights of fmall birds coming from the northward, and 
flying after the reft. Befides, they faw a good number of tunny filh. In the morn- 
ing they fpied a jay, an alcatraz, ducks and I'mall birds, flying the fame^way the others 
had done ; and they perceived the air to be frefli and odoriferous, as it is at Seville 
in April. But they were now fo eager to fee land, that they had faith in no figns 
whatfoever: fo that though on Wednefday the loth of Qdober, they faw abundance 
of birds pafs by both day and night, yet, the men did not ceafe to complain, nor the 
admiral to blame their w ant of courage ; cjeclaring to them, that right or wrong they 
muft go on in difeovering the Indies Their Catholic Majefties had fent them to. 

CHAP. XXII. — Ho'w the Admiral difeovered the jirjl Land^ which was an IJland called 

De Los Lucayos. • 

THE admiral being no longer able to withftand fo many as oppofed him, it pleafed 
God that on Thurfday the nth of Oftober, afternoon, the men too^; heart and 
rejoiced, having manifeft tokens that they were near land, which were, that thofe aboard 
the admiral faw a green rufh fwim by the fhip, and then a great green filli of that fort 
that goes not far from the rocks. Thofe aboard the caraval Pinta faw a cane and 
a ftaff/awd took up another ftalF curioufly wrought, and a fmajl board, and abundance 
of weeds frefh waftied away from the banks. Thofe in the caraval Ninna faw other 
fuch like tokens, and a branch of a thorn full pf red berries, which feemed to„be 
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newly broke oflF. By thefe tokens, and reafon itfelf, the admiral boiiig affiired he was 
near lan^, at night, after prayers, he made a fpeech to all the men in general, putting 
them, in mind how great a mercy it was that Gpd had brought them fo long a voyage 
with fuch fair weather, and comforting them with tokens which every day w'cre plainer, 
and plainer ; therefore he prayed them to be very watchful that night, fince they well 
knew that in the firft article of the inftrutlions he gave (jach fbip at tlie Canary iflands, 
he ordained that when they had failed feven hundred leagues to the wellward, without 
difeovering land, they Ihouid lie by from midnight til! day. Therefore, fince they had 
not yet obtained their defircs in difcoviTing land, they fliould at leaft exprefs their zea! 
in being watchful. And lorafnuch, as he had mod alfured hopes of finding land that 
night, every one lliould ''atcli in 1" ' r.lace ; for befides the gratuity their highnelf’s 
had proniifed of thirty crowns . year tor life, to him that fird law land, he would give 
him a velvet doubk'*" ‘Attc ■ ' ’ abou, leu at night, as the adininil w'as in tlte great 
cabin, he favv a light adiore hut fa. . it was fo hlitiu he c 'ulu not ndirm it to be land, 
though he called one Peter Gutieres, aiid bid him obferve wliether he faw' the faid light, 
W'ho laid he did ; but prefen'IjT tlicy calPd iiie Roderick Sanchez of Segovia, to look 
that way, but he c(<ukl nut lee if, bec^ufc he came not uj) time' enough where it might 
be fpen ; nor .lid they fee it ah..rvvards above once <n twice, wh'eh made them judge 
it might b.' a candle or torch belonging tj forn. liih'aTnan or traveller, who lifted it 
• up and let it fall (lowm ; or perhaps th . U)e\ were p.o.ilc going from one houfe to 
a.. . .her, bcctuife it va lidied and fuddeidy ao;:*. ar J agaui ; fo that few wmiild guefs 
but that they were luar land Being new v . m 'cli upon their guard, they dill held 
on their courfo, till ab.-u two it. the im 'r’ng ilie caraytil Pinta, which being an ex- 
cellent failer w’as far a-head, gava the ligird tn lan.i, wliieh was fird difeovered by a 
lailor whofe name was Roderick le 3 riana be’ g two leagiie.s from lliore. But the 
thirty crowns a year was not gi anted ly .heir catholic maj'edies to him, but to the 
admiral, who had fecn the light in the tnidd of tlarkncls, fignifying the fpiritual light he 
was then fpreading in thole dark regions. Being now’ near land, all the (hips lay by, 
thinking it a long time till morning, that they might fee what they had fo long 
dofircd, • ^ ^ t> 


CHAP. XX Ilf. — How tJ^e Admiral went ajliorc and took poffcjjion for ‘Their Catholic 

Majiftics. 

DAY appearing, they perceived it was, an ifland, fifteen leagues in length, plain, 
without hills, and full of green trees and deli oys wa’ciT, with a great lake in the 
middle, inhabited by abundance of people, who rvi dor. n ' i the diore allonilhed and 
admiring at the fight of the (hips, believing thciii . . he i-nue I'vmg creatures, and were 
impatient to know certainly w’hat they w'ere. No” -ve e tlie Chridians lels hady to 
know them, whofe curiofity was foon fatisfied, for they 'ooii came to an anchor; the 
admiral went afhore with his well armed, and the royal ^tan^lard difplayed, as*did 
the captains of fhe other two fliips in their boats, with their particular colours of this 
enterprize, which, wore a green crols with an F. on the one fide, and on the other the 
names of Ferdinand and Ifabel, or F.lizabeih crowned. Having all given thanks to 
God, kneeling on the diore, and .kifled the ground with tears of joy, for the great 
mercy received, the admiral dood up, and called that idand St. Salvaiior. Afdfer that 
he took pofledion for Their Catholic Majedies, in the ufual words, and with the 
fotemnity proper in thofe cafes ; abundance of the nativt^ that were come out being 
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prefent, and colifequently the Chriftians admitted him as admiral and viceroy, and 
fwore to obey him as reprefenting their Highneffes’ perfonsj and with fuch elcpreifions 
of joy as became their mighty fuccefs^ all of them begging his pardon for all the 
affronts they had done him through their fear and hrefolution. Abundance of the 
Indians being come down to this rejoicing, and the admiral perceiving they wefe peac^ 
able, quiet, and very fimple people, he gave them fome red caps, and ftrings of glals 
beads, which they hung about their necks, and other things of fmall value, which they 
valued as if they had been ftone of high price. 

CHAP. XXIV. — The Manners and Cujiotvs of thofc People, and ivhat the Admiral 

faw in that JJland. 

THE admiral being gone off to his boats, the Indians folloyrcd him to them and to 
the fliips fwimming, and others in their canoes, carrying parrots, bottoms of fpun cotton, 
javelins, and other fuch trifles to barter for glafs beads, bells,, and other things of fmall 
value. Like people in their original fimplicity, they went naked as they were born, and 
a woman that was among them had no other clothing. Mofl; of them were young, 
not above thirty years of age ; of a good ftature ; their hair lank, thick, very black 
and fliort, being ,.cut above their ears, except fome few who had let it grow dos#n to 
their fhoulders, and had tied it with a ftrong thread about their head like women’s 
treffes. Their countenances were pleafant, and their features good, but their too high 
foreheads made them look fomewhat wild. They were of a middle ftature, well 
iliaped, plump, but of an olive colour like the people of the Canaries, or peafants that 
are fun-burnt. Some were painted with black, fome with white and others with red ; 
fome only the faces, others the whole body, and others nothing but the eyes and nofe. 
They had no weapons like our men, nor knowledge of them ; for when the Chriftians 
Ihewed them a naked fword, they took it fimply by the edge. Nor had they any 
knowledge of iron, and therefore they made their javelins we mentioned of wands, 
with the points hardened at the fire, arming them with a fifh bone inftead of iron. 
Some of them having fears of wounds about them, and being alked by ftgns how they 
came by them, they anlwered by figns that people came from other iflands to take 
them away, and they received thofe wounds in their own defence, liicy fecnied 
ingenious and of a voluble tongue, for they eafily repeated the words they once heard. 
Tliere w'as no fort of creatures tlicrc but pjirrots, which they carried to barter among 
the other things w'c have fpokc of, and.in this trade they continued till night. Next 
day, being the 1 3th of October, in the morning many of them came down to the fhore 
and went aboard in their boats called canoes, which were made of one piece, being f lie 
body of a tree hollowed like a tray. The biggeft of them were fo large, they con- 
tained forty or forty-five men, and fo lefsand lefs, till fome would hold but one. They 
rowed with a paddle like a baker’s peel, or thofe they ufc in drelling hemp ; true it is, 
that'thc oars are not fixed on the fide with pins to turn as ours are, but they dip them 
in the water, and pull back as if they were digging. *l'hefe canoes are fo light and fo 
artificially built,* that if they overfet they foon turn them right again, fwimming, and 
empty the water by throwing the water from fide to fide like a weaver’s fhuttle ; and 
when it is above half out, they lade out what remains with dried calabafhes cut in two, 
which the^ carry for that purpofe. That day they brought fuch things to barter for 
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gold which hung at their noftrils ; and being afked whence they had that gold, they ^ 
anlwered by figns towards the fouth, where there was a King who had abundance of* 
pieces and veffels of gold* exprelfing'that towards the fouth and fouth-weft, there were 
many other iflands and large countries. Being very covetous of any thing of outs^ 
and befiig themfelves but poor, and having nothing to give in exchange, as foon as 
*they came aboard, if they could lay their hands on any thing, though it were but a 
piece of a broken earthen glazed dilh or porringer, they leaped into the fea and fwam 
alhore ; and if they brought any thing aboard, they would give it for any trifling 
thing of ours, or bit of broken glafs, fo that fome of them gave fixteen bottoms of 
cotton for three fmall pieces of Portuguel'e brafs coin not worth a farthing j thcfe bot- 
toms weighed twenty-five pounds, and* the cotton was very well fpun. Thus they 
fpent the day, and at night they all went alhore. It is to be obferved, that their 
liberality in dealing did not proceed from the great value they put upon thofe things 
themfelves which they had of our men, but becaufe they valued them as being ours, 
looking upon it as mofl: certain that our men were come down from heaven, and 
therefore they earneftly defired to have fomething left them as a memorial. 

CH4P. XXV. — Holo the Ad?niral departed from that IJlattd, and went to difeover 

others. 

# 

NEXT Sunday, being the' 15th’ of Oftober, the admiral run along the coafl: of the 
illand, towards the north-weft, in his boats, to difeover fomething about it ; and that 
way he went, he found a large bay or harbour capable, of containing all the Ihips in 
Chriftendom. The people feeing him fcour along, ran after, along the fliore, crying 
out, and promifing to give him provifions, calling others to come to fee the people 
dropped from heaven upon earth, and lifted up their hands to heaven, as it w'ere 
giving thanks for their coming. Many of them fwimming, or in their canoes, as belt 
they could, came to the boats, afking by figns, whether they were come down from 
heaven, and praying them to land and reft themfelves. The admiral gave them all 
glafs beads, ^)ins, and other trifles, rejoicing at their great fimplicity, till he came to a 
pcnlhfula, which made a good port, and where a good fort might be made. There 
he faw fix houfes of the Indians with gardens about them, as pleafant as they are in 
Caftile in May. But hit^men being weary of rowing, and he plainly perceiving that 
was none of the land he looked for, nor. fo beneficial, as that he Ihould make any 
longer ftay there, he took feven of thofg Indians to ferve him as interpreters ; and 
returning to his Ihips, failed for other iflands that cinild be difeovered from the penin- 
fiUa, and appeared to be plain, green, and ver}'’ populous, as the -Indians themfelves 
affirmed. The next day being Monday, the 1 6th of Oftober, he came to one tiiat 
^'as I'even leagues from the other, and called it St. Mary of the Conception. That 
lide of this illand next St. Salvador extended north-weft five leagues in length, but 
the admiral went to that fide v^hich lies ealt and weft, and is .above ten leagues in 
length ; aud b^ing come to an anchor towards the weft, landed to dc^ as he Ir.'d done 
in the other. Idere the people of the illand ran together to fee the Chriftians, ad- 
miring as the others had done? The admiral perceiving this was the fame thing as 
the laft, the next day, being Tuefday, failed weftward to another ifland confiderahly. 
bigger, and anchored upon the coaft of it, which runs north-weft and fonth-euft, above 
twenty-eight leagues. This was like the others, plain, had a fin’ ftrand, and was 
called Fernandina. Before th’ey came to this ifland, and tha^ of the Conception, thi y 

r 2 fou-.d 



3^ OF COLON, BY' HIS SOW# 

^found a man in a fmall canoe, who had a piece of their bread, and a calabaih of waterj 
•and a little earth like vermillion, wherewith thofe people paint thdr bodies, as was fid 
above, ^d fome dry leaves, which they value, as being of a fweet fcent and wholefome f 
an^f in a little baikct he had a firing of beads of green glafs, and two fmall pieces of Por* 
tuguefe money, by which it was gnefled that he was come from St. Salvador, that he , 
had paiied by the C^onception, and was going to hernandina to carry news of the 
Chriftians : but becaufe the way was fiu- and he weary, he came to the Ihips, was 
taken up with his canoe, and courteoufly treated by the admiral, defigning as Ibon as 
he came to land to fend him afliore, which he did, that he might fpread the news. 

1 he good account he gave cauled the people of hernaiidiiia to come aboard in their 
canoes, to exchange the fame fort of things fhe others had done before, for thefe 
people were like the reft ; and when the boat went aftiorc for w-ater, the Indians very 
readfiy fliowed where it w^s, and carried a fmall calk-fulJ on their ftioulders to fill the 
hogfheads in the boat. "I'licy feonied to be a wifor and difereeter people than the firft, 
and as fuch bargained harder for what they exchanged, had cotton cloth in their houfes’ 
and bcd-clothcs ; and the women covered their privitiex. with fliort hanging coffon 
cloths, and others w'ith a fort of fwathc. Among other notable things they- /kw in 
that ifland, were lome trees which feemed to be grafted, becau/b they had leaves and 
branches of four rr five feveral forts, and yet were natural. I hey alfo faw fifties 
of feveral ftiapcs and fi,ne colours, but no fort of land creatures but lizards and fnakes. 

1 he better to dilcover the ifland, they failed away north-weft, and cainctc) an anchor at 
the mouth of a beautiful harbour, at the entrance whereof w-as a fmall ifland, and 
therefore they could not get in, there being but little water ; nor did they much 
care,bepufe they would not be far from a town tliat appeared at a diftance : for in the 
biggeft ifland they had yet feen they had not found above twelve or fifteen hoides 
together, built like tents, in which they faw no other ornaments or moveables but 
what they carried to the fhips to exchange. Their beds were like a net, drawn to«>(.. 
ther in the nature of a fling tied to two polls in their houfes, in which they lie. Here 
they faw fome dogs like maftifts, and others like beagles, but none of them barked. 

r 

CHAP. XXVI . — Hozu the Admiral failed by other {/lands that were in fight zvhere 

hc’was^ 

FINDING nothing of vtilue in this ifland Fernandiiia, on Friday the 19th of Gclober 
they failed away to another, called Saoinotto, to which he gave the name of Ifabella to 
proceed regularly in his names ; for the firft which the Indians called Guanabani’he 
called St. Salvador, or St. Saviour, in honour of God, v.-ho had Ihewed it, and delivered 
him from many dangers. Idic fecond, for his particular tlevotion, to the conception 
of the Virgin Mary, and becaufc flie is the great patronefs of Chriftians, he callecf 
St. Mary of the Conception ; the third he called Fcrnandina, in honour of the Catholic 
King " and the fourth Ifabella, in memory of the Cathplic Queen ; and the next after 
it which was Cuba, he ftyled Joanna, in refped to Prince John, heir of Caftile, having 
in thefe names regard to both fpirituals and temporals. 'I'rue it is, that as to goodnefs^ 
extent, and beauty, hefaid this Fernandina far exceeded the others ; for befides that it 
abounded in delicious waters, pleafant meadows and trees, among which were many aloes- 
there weVe^n it fome hills, which the others wanted, being very plain. 'I'he admiral ena- 
moured with its beauty, and to perform the ceremony of taking pofleflion, landed upon 
fome meadows as pleafant artd delightful as they are in Spain in April j and there was 

heard 
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heard the fiitging or nightingales and other birds fo fweet that he could fcarce depart. 
Nor* were they only td^out the trees, but flew through the air in fuch fwarms that they 
darkened he fun, and m'oft of them differed much from our birds. There being 
abundance of water and lakes, near to ond of them they faw a fort of alligator, feven 
feet long^ and above afoot wide in the belly, which being difturbed by our men threw 
it*felf into the lake ; but it not being deep they killed it with their fpears, not without 
dread and admiration, becaufe of its fierce and frightful look. Time afterwards made 
them look upon this as a dainty, it being the belt food the Indians had, forafmuch as 
when that horrid fkin and the fcales that cover it are taken oif the flefli is very white 
and very delicious j the Indians call them yvanas. Being very defirous to know more 
of that country, and it being then late, tht?y left that creature for the next day, when 
they killed another, as they had done the firft j and travelling up the land found h 
town, the people whereyf fled, carrying away as much of their goods as they could. 
The admiral would not fuft'er any thing i)f what they had left to be taken away, lelt 
they fhould look upon the. Chriftians as thieves. Therefore their fear being foon over,, 
they came of their own accord to the fhips to barter as the others had done. 

CHAP. XXVII. — How the Admiral difeovered the IJIand of Cuba; and what he 
• found there. ^ 

THE admiral having learned the fecrets of the ifland Ifabella,, its produd, and the 
manners of the people, would lofe no more time among thofc iflands, bccaufe they 
were many and like one another, as the Indians faid. He therefore fet fail with a fair 
wind for a very, large country im'ch applauded by them all, called Cuba, which lay 
towards the fouth, and on Sunday the 28th of Ottober, fie came up wdth the coaft of 
it on the north fide. This ifland at firfi fight appeared to be belter and richer than 
thofe before-named, as well by reafon of the beauty of its hills and mountains, as for 
the variety of trees, the large plains, and the greatnefs and extent of its coafts and 
rivers. Therefore to get fome knowledge of its people, he came to an anchor in a 
large river, where the trees were very thick and tall, adorned with fruit and blolfoms, 
differing irom ours, and where there were abundance of birds, the place moft deli- 
cious, for the grafs w'as high, and nothing like ours ; and though there were fevcfal 
forts of herbs known to us, yet the great variety made our men not know them. 
Going to two houfer that? were not far off, they found the people were fled for fear, 
and had left their nets and all other fifliing-utckle, and a dog that did not bark. As the 
admiral had ordered, nothing was touched, /or it was enough for him at prel'ent to fee 
W'Jiat their food and neccfl'arics were. Returning to jheir fliips they held on their courle 
weftward, and came to another river, which the admiral called de Mares, or of feas. 
This much exceeded the other, beoaufe a fliip could turn it up, and the banks were muclt 
inhabited ; but the people feeing the Ihips, fled towards the mountains, which appeared, 
and were high, round, and covered with trees and pleafant plants, whither the Indians 
conveyed all they could carry a^ay. The admiral being difapppinted, by the people’s 
fear, of learning any thing of the nature of the ifland, and confidering if he landed with 
many men it wogjd increafe their terror, he refolved to fend two Chriftians, with one 
of the Indians he brought from St. Salvador, and with one of that country, who ven- 
tured to come aboard in his canoe. Thefe he orderetl to travel up into the country, 
making much of the natives they met by the way ; and that no time mi^ht be loll * 
whilft they were going, he ordered the fliip to be laid afliore to careen her, where 
tlRy obferved that all the fire they made was maftic, whdi’eof there was plenty all the 
country over. This tree is in all refpeds like our maftic-tree, but much bigger. 

I - CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. “ How the two Chrijlians returned, and the Report they made of what 

they had feetu 

' THE fliip being repaired and ready to fail, the Chriftians returned with two Indians 
on the 5th of November, faying they had travelled twelve leagues up the land, and 
came to a town of fifty pretty large houfes, all of timber covered with draw, and made 
after the manner of pavillions, like the others ; that they contained about one thoufand 
people, becaufe all that were of one family lived in a houfe ; that the principal men of 
the place came out to meet them, and led them by the arms to their town, giving them 
one of thofc great houfes to lodge in, where they made them fit down upon feats made 
of one piece, in ftrange fliapcs, and almoll like fome creature that had fliort legs, and 
the tail lifted up to lean againlt, which is as broad as the feat^ for the conveniency of 
• leaning, with a head before, and the eyes and ears of gold. Tliefe feats they call 
duchi, where the Chriftians being feated, all the Indians fat about them on the ground, 
and then came one by one to kifs their hands and feet, believing they came from 
heaven; and they gave them fome boiled roots to eat, not unlike chefnuts in tafte; 
earneftly entreating them to ftay there among them, or at leafl to reft themfelves five 
or fix days, becaulc the two Indians they took with them gave thole people an excellent 
charaSer of the Chriftians. Soon after many women corning in to fee them the men 
went out, and thefe with no lefs refpefl kifted their feet and hands, oflering them what 
they brought. When their time came to return to the fliips many Indians would go along 
with them, but they would admit only of the king, his I'on and one fervant, whom the 
admiral did much honour to \ and thefe Chriftians told him that in their way out and 
return they had found feveral towns, where they were entertained with the fame 
courtefy, but that there w'ere not in them above five houfes together ; befidc's, that by 
the way they met many people, who always carried a lighted firc^lirand, to light fire and 
perfume themfelves with certain herbs they carried along with them, and to roaft fome 
of thofe roots they gave them, fbrafmuch as that was their principal food. They alfo 
faw very many forts of trees and plants, which were not to be feen about the fea-coaft ; 
and great variety of birds far difi’ering from ours, but that among them there were 
partridges and nightingales. As for four-footed creatures they had feen none, but 
dumb dogs. That there was a great deal of tilled land, fontg fowed with thofe roots, 
a fort of beans, and a fort of grain they call maize, which was well tailed, baked or 
dried, arid made into flour. 'I’liey faw v^ft quantities of cotton well fpun, in bottoms, 
infomuch that in one houfc only, they'faw above twelve thoufand five hundred 
pounds of it. The plants it comes from are not let but grow naturally about the 
fields like rofes, and open of themfelves when they arc ripe, but not all at the fame 
time ; for upon one and the lame plant they had feen a little young bud, another 
open, and a third coming ripe. Of thefe plants the Indians afterw'ards carried great 
quaiviries aboard the Ihips, and gave a balket-full for a thong of leather ; yet none of 
them make ufe of it to’ clothe themfelves, but only to make nets for their b^ds, which 
they call haraaetts, atid in weaving aprons for women to cover their nakednefs. Being 
afkcd whether they had gold or pearls, or fpicc, they made figns that there was great 
plenty towards the call, in a country they called Bohio, which is the illand of Ilif- 
■j)aniola,«b«xt it is not yet certainly known what place they meant. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. — How the Admiral dejljled from following the wejlern Coajl of Cuba^ 

and turned eajlward towards Hifpaniola. 

THE* admiral having this account, and refolving to Hay no longer in that river, 
ordered fome natives of that ifland to be taken, defigning to carry fome from all parts 
into Spain to give an account of his country ; and accordingly twelve were feized, men, 
women and children, and this fo peaceably, and without any difturbance, that when 
they were ready to fail with them, the hufband of one of the women, and father of 
two children that had been carried aboard, came to the fliips in a canoe defiring he 
might be taken along with them, and not parted from his wife and children, which 
extremely pleafed the admiral, who ordered he fliould be received, and they all well 
ufed and made much ok That fame day, being the 13th of November, ho came about 
to the caftward, defigning for the ifland they called Bohio. The wind blowing hard 
at north, he was forced to come to an anchor again in the fame ifland of Cuba, among 
fome high iflands lying near a iirge port, which he called del Principe, or the Prince’s 
port, and the fea Our Lady’s. Thefe iflands lay fo thick and clofe, there was not 
above a quarter of a league diftance between them at fartheft, and but a mulket-fhot 
for tb'e moft part. The channels were fo deep, and fo well adorned with trees and 
greens, that it was very delightful going among them ; and among the multitude of 
other trees there were abundance of maftic, aloes and palm, the trunk green and fraooth, 
and other plants of fundry forts. And though thefe iflands were not inhabited, yet 
there appcarc4 the tokens of many fires made by fifljermen ; for as it afterwards 
appeared, the people of Cuba went together in great number in their canoes over to 
thefe iflands, and abundance more that lie hereabouts uninhabited, and live upon the 
fifli they catch, upon birds, crabs, and other things they find on the earth ; forafmuch 
as generally the Indians cat abundance of filthy things, fuch as great fpiders, worms 
that breed in rotten wood and other corrupt places, and abundance of lilh almofl: raw ; 
for as foon as taken, before they roaft it, they dig out the eyes to cat, and many other 
fuch things they feed on, which befides that they are naufeout, would kill any of us 
fhould we eat them. They follow this fifhing and birding according to the feafon, 
fometimes in one ifland, fometiraes in another, as one that changes his diet, being weary 
of the laft. But to return to the iflands of Our Lady’s Sea : in one of them the Chrif- 
tians, with their fwords, killed a beaft like a badger, and in the fear found much mother 
of pearl ; and calling their nets, among many* other forts of lilh they caught, one was 
like a fwine, all covered with a very hard Ikin, no part whereof was foft but the tail. 
Tl»cy alfo obferved that in this fea and the iflands the tide fwelled and fell much lower 
than in other places where they had been till then, and their tides were quite contrary 
to ours, for it was low water when the moon was fouth-weft and by fouth. 

CHAP. XXX.^ — How the Admiral fet fail again eajlward for Hifpaniola and one cf 

the Ships forfook him. 

ON Monday the 1 9th of November the admiral departed from the Prince’s port in 
Cuba, and the fea of Our Lady, fleering eallward. for the ifland of Bohis tuid Hif-' 
paniola, btit the wind being contrary, he was forced to ply two or three days between 
the ifland Ifabella, which the Indians call Somoto : and tke faid Prince’s port, which 
lie almoft north and fouth, about twenty-five leagues dillant, <n which fea he Hill found 
long traces of thefe weeds he had feen in the ocean, and he perceived they fwam along 
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the current and never lay athwart it. During this time Martin Alonzo Pinzon, being 
informed by certain Indians he had concealed aboard his caraval, that in the ifland 
Bohio, which he faid w’as Hifpaniola, there was great plenty of gold ; covetoufly blind- 
ii|g him, on Wednefday the 2 ill of November, he w'cnt away from the admiral without 
any ftrefs of weather or any other occafion, for he could have come up to him before 
the wind, but would not ; and fo making as much way as polfibly he could, his veffel 
being an excellent failer, he made forwards all Thurfday, whereas they had failed in 
fight of one another all the day before, and night coming on he quite vani/hed. Thus 
the admiral was left only with two ihips, and the weather not being fit for his vcflels 
to fail over towards Hifpaniola he was forced return to Cuba, to another port not 
far from the Prince’s, which he called St. Catharine’s, there to take in wood and w'ater. 
In this port he accidentally faw figns of gold on fome fioncs in the river where they 
were watering, and up the country there were mountains full of fuch tall pine trees as 
would make marts for the biggeft rtiips. Nor was there any want of w'ood for planks 
to build as many fliips as they would, and among them oaks and others like thofe in 
(’aftile. But perceiving that all the Indians directed hTni to Hilj3aru’ola, he run along 
the coart; ten or twelve leagues farther towards the foiith-eart, meeting all the way 
excellent harbours and many large rivers. The admiral i'avs fo much of thede|ight- 
fulncfs and beauty of that country, that I have thought fit here to fet down his own 
W'ords, fpeaking of the mo;ith of the river, which makes a harbour by him called 
Puerto Santo, or holy harbour. Thus he fays, “ When I went with the boats before 
me to the mouth of the harbour towards the ibuih, I found a river up whofe mouth a 
galley could eafily row, and the way up it w'as fuch, that it was not to be difeovered 
but clofe by ; the beauty of it invited me to go up a boat’s length, where I found 
from five to eight fathom water ; and proceeding, 1 went a confiderable way up the 
river in the boats ; becaufe as well the beauty and delightfulnefs of the river and the 
clearnel’s of the water, through which I could lee the fand at the bottom ; as the 
abundance of palm-trees of feveral forts, the finert and higheft I had yet met with j 
the other, infinite number of large green trees, the birds, and the verdure of the plain, 
tempted me to fix there for ever. T.'his country, moll Serene Prii.ees, is fo wonder- 
fully fine, as far exceeds all other beauty and delightfulnefs, as the day in brightnefs 
exeeds the night. Therefore I often told my companions, that though I fhould 
never fo much endeavour to give your Ilighneffes a perfefl 'account of it, my tongue 
and pen would always fall fhort of the truth. And to fay the truth, I was allonilhcd 
to fee fo much beauty, and know not how. to exprefs it ; for I have writ of the other 
countries, of their trees and fruits,- of the plants and ports, and of all that belonged to 
them, as largely as I was able, yet not as I ought, fince all men affirmed it was ikn- 
polfible any other country cotild be more delicious. Now I am filent, wifhing thi^s 
may be fecn by others, who will write of it, that they may prove how little credit is to be 
got more than I have done in writing or fpeaking of that place, confidering what it 
defelVes.” The admiral going on with his boats faw a canoe among the trees in the port, 
drawn upon laii^l under a bower, which canoe was made of the body of one free, and as 
big as a twelve-oar barge, and in fome houfes hard by they found a ball of wax and a 
man’s fcull in two bafkeis hanging at a port. The fam6 they afterwards found in an- 
_ other houfc,' which made our men judge they w'cre the fculls of the founders of thofe 
houfes." ]?Io people appeared to receive any information of, for as foon as ■ ever they 
faw the Chriflians they fled from their houfes to other parts. Afterwards they found 
another canoe about fevynty feet long, that would carry fifty perfons, made like the 
othqr we of j^ore. 


CHAP. 
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CrfAP. XXXI. — How the Admiral failed over to Hifpaniola, and what he faw there. 

THE admiral having failed one hundred and* fix leagues eaflward along the coaft^pf, 
Cuba caiinc to tlie eaft point of it, which he called Alpha, and on Wednefday the 5th 
6f December ftruck off to fail over to Hifpaniola, diilant fixtecn leagues from Cuba 
eaftward, and by reafon of fome currents could not reach it till the next day, when he put 
into Port St. Nicholas, fo called by him in memory of that faint whofe feftival was that 
day. The port is large, deep, fafe, and encompaffed with many tall trees, btit the 
country is more rocky, and the trees are lefs, that is, like thofe of Caffile, among 
which there were fmall oaks, myrtle, and other flirubs, and a pleafant river ran along 
a plain towards the port, all about which there were large canoes like fifteen-o*ar 
barges. The admiral iiot being able to meet with any of thofe people, ran along* the 
coaft northward, till he came to a port he called the Conception, which lies almofl due 
fouth of a fmall ifland ab>sut the bignefs of Gran Canaria, which was afterwards called 
Tortuga. Perceiving that this.illand Bohio was very large, and that the land and trees 
were like thofe of Spain ; and that at one draught of a net they had taken feveral fiflies, 
like thofeof Spain, as foies, fahnon, pilchards, crabs, and fome others, therefore onSunday 
the 5*h of December, they gave it the name of Efpannola, as called in Englifh, Hif- 
paniola. All of them being very defirous to enquire into thc.nature of this ifland j 
"AhiUt the men were fifliing on the flioiv, three Chriftians travelled along the moun- 
tain, and lighted on a company of Indians, as naked as thofe they had feen before, who 
feeing the Chriftians draw near them, in a great fright ran into the thickeft of the 
wood, as having no clothes to hinder them. The Chriftians, to get fome information, 
ran after them, but could only overtake a young woman, who had a plate of gold 
hanging at her nofe. She was carried to the (hips, where the admiral gave her feveral 
baubles, as bells and glafs, and then Cent her afliore, without the Icaft difgoft offered 
her, ordering three Indians of thofe he brought from the other iflands to go with her, 
and three Chriftians, to the town where (he dwelt. I’lie next day he fent eleven men 
afliore well ajmed, who having travelled four leagues, found a fort of town or village 
of uboye one thoufand houfes, fcattered about a valley, the inhabitants whereof feeing 
the Chriftians, all fled to the woods. But the Indian guide, whom our men brought 
from St. Salvador, went after them, and faid fuch things to them of the Chriftians, 
affirming they were people come from heayen, that he perfuaded them to turn back 
quietly and without any fear. Afterwards^ full of aftonifliment, they would lay their 
hands on our men’s heads by way of honour, brought them to eat, and gave them all 
th*?y delired, without alking any return, praying them to (lay that night in their vil- 
lage. The Chriftians would not accept of (he invitation, but returned to their (hips, 
carrying the news that the country was very pleafant, abounding in their provi(ions: thar 
the people were whiter and handfomer than any they had yet feen in the other iflands, 
and that they were ti*a£lable and^courteous, and told them ihc country where the ^old 
was found fay farther eaftward. The admiral hearing this account, fet .^il immediately, 
though the win^ was contrary, and onSunday following, being the 15th of December, 
as he was plying Between Hifpaniola and Tortuga, he found one Indian alone in a little 
canoe, which they all wondered was not fwallowed by the fea, the wind and the waves 
were fo high. He took him into the (hip, carried him to Hifpaniola anS fet hirn 
afliore with feveral gifts. He told the Indians how kindly he had been ufed, and 
fppke fo well of the Chriftians that abundance of them* came prefently aboard, but 
they brought nothing of value, except fame (xuall grains of gold hanging at their ^^ars 
.VOL. xn. Q and 
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and noftrilsV and being afkcd whence they had that gold, they made ligns there was a 
great deal higher up. The next day there came a great canoe from the illand Tor- 
toga, which was near the place where the admiral lay at alichor, with forty men in 
>t,i^t foch time as the Cacique or lord of that port of Hifpaniola was upon the fliore, 
bartering a plate of gold he had brodght. When he and his faw the canoe, 'they all 
fat themfelves dowii upon the ground, as a fign they would not fight. Immediately 
almoft all thofe in the canoe landed, againft whom the Cacique of Hifpaniola got up 
alone, and with threatning words made them return to their canoe, rhcn he threw 
water after them, and taking up ftones off the ftrand, call them into the fca towards 
the canoe. But when they were all in fubmiffive manner returned to their canoe, he 
took up a ftone and delivered it to one of the admiral’s officers, to throw at thofe in 
the canoe, to exprefs that he took the admiral’s part againft the Indians, but the officer 
did not throw, feeing they prefently went off in their canoe. , After this, difeourfing 
about the affairs of that ifland, which the admiral had called 'fortuga, he affirmed 
there was more gold in it than in Hifpaniola, and that in Bohio there was more than 
in any other, which was about fifteen days journey from the place where they were. 

* 

CHAP. XXXII. — IIo'w the Principal Kin^ of the IJland came aboard, and of. the 

State he came in. 

ON Tuefday the 1 8th of December, the King that came the day before, where 
the canoe of Tortuga was, and who lived five leagues from the place where the Ihips 
lay, came in the morning to the town near the fca, fome of the Spaniards at the fame 
time being there by the admiral’s order, to fee whether they brought any more gold. 
Thefe feeing the King come, went to acqu;unt the admiral, faying he brought above 
two hundred men along with him, and that he came not a foot, but was carried on a 
fort of palanquine by four men with great refped, though he was very young. This 
King being at a fmall diftance from the Ihips, having relied a little, drew near with all 
his men, concerning which, the admiral himfelf writes thus : “ There is no doubt but 
your Highneffes had bepn very much pleafed to have feen his gravity, aijd the refpeft 
his people paid him, though all naked. When he came aboard, and underftood I 
twas under deck, being then at dinner, he furprifed me, fitting down by me, without 
giving me time to go out to receive him, or rife from tabla When he came down 
he made figns to all. his followers to ftay above, w’hich they did with great refpefl:, 
fitting down upon the deck, except two^ncient men that feemed to be his counfellors, 
that iat down at Ids feet. They laid this man was a Cacique. I ordered fuch meat as 
I was eating to be brought him ; they juft: tafted of every thing, and fent the reft 
to their men, who all eat of it. The fame they did as to drinking, for they only 
kiffed the cup and gave it about. They were all wonderful grave, and fpokc but few 
words, and thofe they uttered, by what I could gather, were very deliberate and ftaid. 
The'two old men obferved the King’s mouth, and fpolje for and to him. After eating, 
one of his gentjemen with great r^fpcil brought him a girdle, not unlikcv thofe 'ufed 
in Caftile, though differently wrought, which he took in his hand, and gave me with 
two pieces of wrought gold very thin. Of which gold I believe there is little here, 
and I gue^ed that place was near to where they took it, which produced very much. 
I bs^ie^ng he would like a carpet or counterpane that lay on my bed, g^ve it him, 
together with fome fine amber beads I had about my neck, with a pair of red (hoes 
and a bfettte of ora»ge-flower water, with which he was wonderfully pleafed, and both 
he and His counfellors expreffed much concern becaufe they did not underftand me, 
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lUeitt, though I made out, that if I wanted any thing, all the iflaad'was at my 
command. I prefently brought out a letter-cafe, in which I carried a gold inedal 
weighing four ducats, on which your Highnelfes’ effigies are cut, and Ihowed it him, 
ikying over again, that your Highneffes were mighty Princes, and poffeffed the Ijeft 
,part of’ the world, and ihewed him the royal ftdndard, and the other of the cfiSls,* 
which he made great account of. Therefore turning to his counfellors, he faid, your 
Highneffes were certainly mighty Princes, fince you had fent me fo far as from heaven 
thither, without any fear. Much more paffed between us, which I did not underlland, 
but perceived they admired at every thing they faw; but it being then late, and he 
defirmg to be gone, I fent him affiore very honourably in my boat, and caufed feveral 
guns to be fired, and he being affiore got into his palanquine, attended by above two 
hundred men, and a fon of his was carried on a man of note’s ffioulders. He ordered 
all the Spaniards that were affiore to have meat given them, and to be very courieOufiy 
ufed. Afterwards, a failor that met him on the way, told me that every one of the 
things I had given him,* were carried before him by a man of great vvoith, and that 
his fon went not along with him on the road, but at fome diftance behind him, with 
as many more attendance as he had, and a brother of his on foot, with near as many 
moye, two great men leading him under the arms, to whom I had given fome finall 
matters when he came aboard after his brother.” , 

• 

CHAP. XXXIII. — How the Admiral lojl his Ship upon the Flats through the Carelcfs- 
nefs of the Sailors, and the Ajfijlance he received from the King of that IJland. 

THE admiral continuing the relation as above, fays,’ that on Monday the e 4 th of 
December, the weather was very calm, without any wind hardly, but fo much as 
carried him from St. Thomas’s fea to Punta Santa, or the holy Cape, off which* he 
lay by about a league, and about eleven o’clock at night he went to take his reft, for 
he had not flcpt in two days and a night ; and the weather being calm, the feainan 
that was at the helm, left it to a grummet, “ which (fays the admiral) I had forbid, 
during the whole voyage, bidding them, whether the win4 blew or not, never to 
leave the helm to a grummet. And to fay the truth, I thought myfelf fafe from flats 
and rocks ; for that Sunday I fent my boats to the King, they went at Isalt three 
leagues and a half beyoftd the faid Punta Santa ; and the feamen had viewed all the 
coaft, and the ffioals that lie three leagues eaft-fouth-caft of that Cape, and obferved 
which way to fail, which 1 had not done during the voyage ; and it pleafed our Lord, 
that at midnight, feeing me gone to bed, and we being in a dead calm, and the fea as 
ftill as the water in a diffi, all the men went to reft, leaving the helm to a grummet. 
.Thus it came to pafs, that the current eafily carried away the ffiip upon one of thofe 
ffioals, which, though it was night, made fuch a roaring noife, that they might be heard 
and difeovered a league off. Then the fellow who felt the rudder ftrike and heard 
the noife, began to cry out, aad I hearing it, got up immediately ; for none had yet 
percciveefthab we were aground. Prefently the mafter, wliofe watch.it was, came out, 
and I ordered him and other failors to take the boat, and carry out an anchor aftern ; 
whereupon he and others leaped into the boat, and I believing they would have done as I 
ordered, they rowed away, flying with the boat to the other caraval, which was half a 
league off. 1 then perceiving they ran away with the boat, that the water ebbedtaihl the ffiip 
was in danger, caufed the maf^s to be cut down, and lightened her as much as 1 could to fee 
to get her off ; but the water ftill ebbing, the caraval coultfnot badi|e, but turning athwart 
the ftreams, the feams opened, and all below deck was full of water. Meanwhile the 
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boat returned from the caraval to relieve me ; for the men aboard perceiving the boa# 
fled, would not receive it, which obliged it to return to the fliip. No hopes of faying 
the fhip appearing, I went away to the caraval to fave the men ; and becaufe the wind 
,,bl|^ from the land, and great part oi the night was fpent, and yet we knew not 
which way to get from among thofe Hats ; I lay by with the caraval till day ap'peared, 
and then I drew towards land .within the fhoals, having firft fent James de Arana the 
provoft, and Peter Gutierres, your Ilighneffcs fecretary, to acquaint the King with what 
had happened, telling him, that as I was going to vifit him in his own port, as he had 
defired the lall Saturday, I had loft my fhip oppofite to his town, and a league and a 
half from it upon a flat. The King underftanding it, with tears in his eyes, expreffed 
much grief for our lofs, and immediately feht aboard all the people in the place, with 
many large canoes. So they and we began to unload, and in a Ihort time carried off 
all that was upon deck. The afliftance this King gave w'as great ; and afterwards he 
himfelf, with his brothers and kindred, took all pollible care both aboard and afliore, 
that all things might be done orderly ; and from time to time he fent fome of his 
kindred weeping to beg of me not to be dejedled, for he would give me all he had. 
I do affure your Highneffes, better order could not have been taken in any part of 
Caftile, to fecure our things ; for we loft not the value of a pin, for he caufed all 
our clothes to be laid together near his palace, where he kept them till the hbufes 
were voided, which he had appointed for us. He placed armed men to keep them, 
who flood there all day and all night, and all the people lamented, as if our lofs had 
concerned them much ; fo loving, tradable, and free from covetoufnefs they are, 
that I fwear to your Highneffes, there are no better people, nor a better , country in the 
world. I'hey love their neighbour as themfelves, and their converfation is the fweeteft 
in the univerfe, being pleafant and always fmiling. True it is, both men and women 
go as naked as they were bom ; yet, your Highneffes may believe me, they have very 
commendable cuftoms, and the King is ferved with great Hate ; and he is fo ftaid^ 
that it is a great farisfadion to fee him, as it is to think what good memories thefe 
people have, and how deftrous they are to know every thing, which moves them to 
aik many queftions, and to enquire into the caufe and efteds of every thing.’* 

CHAP. XXXIV. How the Admiral refohed to plant a Colony where the King re- 
dded, and called it the Nativity. 

* r 

ON Wednefday the 26th of December, the chief King of that country came 
aboard the admiral’s .caraval, and pxpreffing much grief, ^nd forrow, comforted him, 
offered all he would have, and faying he had already given the Chriltians three 
houfes to lay up all they got out of the fhip, and that he had given them many more, 
had they flood in need of them. In the, meantime a canoe came with fome Indiaiti 
from another ifland, bringing fome plates of gold to exchange for bells, which they 
valued above any thing. Befides the feamen came fropi fhore, faying abundance of 
Indians reforted from other places to the town, who brought feveral things is. gold and 
gave them for points, and other things of fmall value, offering to bring much more 
if the Chriftians would. Which the great Cacique perceiving was pleafing to the 
admiral j he told" him he would caufe a great quantity to be brought from Cibao, a 
jplace that fielded much gold. Being auiore, he invited the admiral to eat.axis and 
cazabiy which is their principal diet, and gave him fome vizor mafks, with the eyes, 
nofe atid cars of goldpand othfer pretty things, which they 'hung about their necks. Thtxai 
complaiping of the Caribfctes, who carried away his men to make Haves and eat them j 
• • . he 
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he ^ much comforted, when the admiral comforting him, Ihewed him our weapons, 
faying, he would defend him with them. He was much adonilhed at our cannon, 
which fo terrified them, that they fell dov^n as if they were dead, when they heard 
the report. The admiral therefore finding fo much kindnefs among thofe people, an^ 
fuch figns of gold, almod forgot the grief conceived for the lofs of his Ihip; think- 
ing God had permitted it that he might fix a colony there, and leave Chriftians to 
trade, and get farther knowledge of the people and country, learning the language, 
and converfing with the natives, that when he returned from Spain with fuccours, he 
might have feme body to direfl: him in his affairs, for peopling and fubduing’that 
country. To this he was the more inclined, becaufe many voluntarily "offered them- 
felves to ftay and inhabit there. For this reafon he refolved to build a tower with the 
timber of the Ihip that was wrecked, whereof he loft no part, but made ufe of it alf. 
To forward his defign, the next day being I'hurfday, the 27th of December, news \fras 
brought, that the caraval Pinta was in a river towards the eaft point of the ifland. To 
be affured of it, the Cacique, whofe name was Guacanagari, fent a canoe with forae 
Indians, who carried a Chriftian thither : he having gone twenty leagues along the coaft, 
returned without any news of it ; which was the reafon that no credit was given to 
anothpr Indian, who faid he had feen her fome days before. Neverthelefs the admiral 
did nol alter his refoluiion of leaving fome Chriftians in that place, uiho were all ftill 
• more fenfible of the goodnefs and wealth of the country, the Indians bringing malks 
and other things of gold to give them, and telling them of feveral provinces in the 
ifland where it was found. The admiral now being ready to depart, and difeourfing 
with the King epneerning the Caribbes, or Canibals, of ^ whom they complained and 
were in great dread, therefore to pleafe him with leaving fome Chriftians there, and 
at the fame time make him afraid of our arms, he caufed a gun to be fired againft 
the fide of the Ihip, which (hot quite through it, and the bullet fell into the water, 
which not a little terrified the Cacique- Befides, he Ihewed him all our other 
weapons, and how they ofiended with them, and defended themfelves, telling him, 
that fmee fuch weapons werg left to defend him, he needed not to fear the Caribbes, 
for the Chriftians would deftroy them all, and he would leave ^em for his guard, and 
return himfelf to Caftile for jewels and other things to give him. Then he particu- 
larly recommended to him James dc Arana, fon to Roderic de Arana of Cordova, of 
whom mention has been made above. To him, and Peter Gutierres and Roderic de 
Elkovedo, he left the government of the fori, and command of thirty-fix men, with 
abundance of commodities, provifion, annsj and cannon, and the boat that belonged 
to .the Ihip, with carpcmers,T||||ulkers, and all other neceffaries for fettling there, alfo 
a fUrgeon,; gunner, and fuch uke perfons. I’his done he prepared with all poflible 
fp^ecd to return directly to Caftile, without making any more difeoveries, fearing, fince 
he had but one ihip left, left fome other misfortune might befal him, which, might 
hinder their Catholic Majefties from coming to the knowledge of thofe kingdoms he 
had newly acquired for them.. 

CHAP. XXXV. — How the J^mlral fet out to return to Spuin, and found the other 

CarUval commanded by Pinzon. 

ON Friday the 4th of January, at fun-rifing, the admiral fet fail, with* tlte boats ' 
a-head, ftanding north-weft, to get out of ihoal water, that was about the port whera 
htf left the Chriftians, by him called the port of the NatTvitv, becaufe on Chriifmas 
day he had landed, efcaping the danger of the fea, and begun to build that colony. 

Thofe 
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Thofe flats reach from Cape Santo to Cape Serpe, which is fix le^ues, and run oat 
above three leagues to fea, and all the coaft north-weft and fouth-eaft Is an open ftrand, 
and plain for four leagues up the country, where there are then high mountains, and 
^undancc of large villages, in comparifon of what is in the other ifiands. Then he 
toled towards a high mountain, which he called IVlonte Chrifto, and lies eighty 
leagues eaft of Cape Santo. , So that whofoever would come to ihe city of the Nativity, 
when he dilcovcrs Monte Chrifto, which is round like a pavillion, and looks almoft 
like a rock, muft keep out at fea two leagues from it, and fail weft till he comes to 
Cap'e Santo, when the city of the Nativity will be five leagues from him ; and he muft 
pafs through certain channels among the flats, which lie before it. The admiral 
thought fit to mention thefe marks, that it mjght be known where the firft habitation 
of Chriftians was in thofe weftern parts. Having failed eaft of Monte Chrifto with 
contrary winds, on Sunday the 6th of January, in the morning, a failor from the 
round top difcovered the caraval Pinta that was failing weftward, right before the wind. 
As foon as it came up with the admiral, Martin Alonzo Pinzon, the captain, coming 
aboard the admiral’s caraval, began to fhew fome reaclbns, and give excufes for his 
leaving of him, faying it had happened againft his will. The admiral, though he very 
well knew the contrary, and was fatisfied of the man’s evil inclination, remerabermg 
his bold manner of proceeding before in the voyage, yet connived at him, and bore 
with all, for fear of ruining his undertaking, which might eafily have been done, 
becaufe moft of his crew were Martin Alonzo’s countrymen, and fcveral of them his 
relations. And the truth is, that when he forfook the admiral, which was at Cuba, 
he went away with a defign_ to fail to the ifland Bohio, becaufe the Indians aboard 
his caraval told him, there was abundance of gold there. When he was there and 
found nothing of what had been told him, he was returning towards Hifpaniola, where 
other Indians had told him there was much gold, and thus he had fpent twenty days 
in failing not above fifteen leagues eaft of the Nativity,- to a river which the admiral 
called of Grace, and there Martin Alonzo had lain fixtcen days, and had got 
gold enough, as the admiral had done at the Nativity, giving things of fmall value 
for it. Of this gold h^e diftributcd one half among his crew, to gain and pleafe them, 
that he as captain might keep ilie red, and afterwards he would perfuade the admiral 
that he knew nothing of all this. He now following on his way tva come <0 an anchor 
at Monte Chrifto ; the weather not permitting him to proceed farther, he went in his 
boat up a river fouth-weft of the mount, where in the fand he difcovered figns of gold 
duft, and therefore called it the River of Gold. This river lies feventeen leagues eaft 
of the Nativity, and is not much lefs than the ri^^^Guadalquivar that runs by 
Cordova. 

CHAP. XXXVI. ~ Of the firjl Skirmijh between the Chrijiians and Indians, which 

• happened about the Gulf of Satnana in Hifpaniola, 

ON Sunday the 13th of January, being near the cape called Eoam&rado, or the 
Lover’s Cape, the admiral fent the boat alhore, where our men ft>und^ fome Indians 
with fierce countenances on the fliore, with bows and arrows, who feeihed to be ready 
to engage, but at the fame time were in a conftemation. However, having fome con- 
feren^ with them, they bought two of their bows and fome arrows, and. wdth much 
difliwlty prevailed to have one of them go aboard the gdmiral. Their fpeech was fuit- 
able *0 their fiercenefSj, which appeared greater than any people they had ]yet •met 
with had ihown ; for their faces were all daubed over with charcoal, it being the 

cuftom 
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cufl:6m of all thofe people to paint themfelves, fonie black, fotne red, and fome 
white? fome one way, and fottte another ; their hair was very long, and hung in a 
bag made of parrots' feather*. One of them Handing before the admiral, as naked 
as he was born, as all the others there till then <iifcovered were, he faid in a lofty 
tone, they.all went fo in thofe parts. The admiral thinking this was one of the Caribbesi 
and that the bay parted them from Hifpaniola, he afked of him where the Caribbes 
dwelt who pointed with his finger, in another ifland eaftward, and that there were 
pieces of Guanin, as big as half the ftcrn of the caraval ; and that the ifland Matinino was 
all inl^bited by women, with whom the Caribbes went and lay at a certain time of 
the year ; and if afterwards they brought forth fons, they gave them to the fathers tt> 
carry away. Having anfwercd to all the queftions put to them, partly by figns, and 
partly by that little the Indians of St. Salvador could undcrftand of their language, th? 
admiral gave them to eat, and fome baubles, as glafs beads, and green and red 
cloth, which done, he fe*nt them afhore, that they mould caufe gold to be brought 
if the others had any. I’he boat being afliore, they found on the fliorc among 
the trees fifty-five of them, all naked v/ith long hair, as the women in Spain wear it, 
and behind on the crown of the head, tiicy hatl plumes of parrots or otiier birds fea- 
thers, and all of them armed with bows and arrows. When our men landed, the 
Indlat!«that had been aboard made the others lay down their bows and arrows, and 
a great cudgel they Carry inftead of a Iword ; for, as has been faid, they have no iron 
at all ; when they came to the boat, the Chriftians ftept afhore, and having begun 
to trade for bows and arrows by order of the admiral, the Indians who had already 
fold two, not only refufed to fell any more, but with fcorn, made as if they would 
feize the ChriftiTms, and run to their bows and arrow* where they had left them, 
taking up with them ropes to bind our men ; they being upon their guard feeing them 
come in that fury, though they were but I'even, fell courageoufly upon them, and 
cut one with a fword on the buttock, and fliot another with an arrow in the bread:. 
The Indians aftoniflicd at the refolution of our men, and the wounds our weapons 
made, fled mofl of them leaving their bows and arrows ; and many of them had been 
killed, had not the pilot of the caraval, who commanded the boat, protected them. 
The admiral was not at all difpleafed at this fkirmifh, imaginiuj^^hefc were the Caribbes 
all the other Indians fo much dreaded, or that at leafl they bordered on them, 
they being a bold and refoiute people, as appeared by their afpeft, arms, and aflions, 
and he hoped that the iflanders hearing how feven Chriltians had behaved themfelves 
againfl; fifty-five fierce Indians of that country, they w-ould the morfi refpefl and honour 
our men that were left behind at the Nativity,* and would not dare to offend thent» 
AfU'twards, about evening, ^they made a linokc'at land to fhow their courage 
wherefore the boat went again to lee what they would have, but they could never be 
bfought to venture themfelves, and fo the boat returned. The bows were of yew, 
almoll as big as thofe m France and England, the arrows of finall twigs growing out of 
the ends of the cancs, which are maflive and very ftrait, about the length of a man's 
arm and a, half; tlie head is Ir.aJe of a finall flick hardened at the fire, abemt a 
quai'ter of a yard and half long, at die end whereof they fi.K a fifh’s tooth, or bone, and 
poifon it. .this reafon tlip admiral gave that gulph the name of Golpho de 
Flechas, that is, Gulph of Arrows, whereas the Indbns called it Santana. There 
appeared a great deal of fine cotton and axi, wfiich is the pepper they ufc, and is. 
very hot, fome of it long and fome round. Near land, where there was little water,. 
gMw abundance of thofe weeds our men faw in long firings upon tfie ocean, whence 
they concluded it all grew near laud, when ripe> broke loofe, and was carried out 
to fea by the current. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. — How the Admiral Jet out for Spain, ^and the Caraval Pinta •wttt 

parted fropi him in a great Storm. 

ON Wednefday, the i6th of January 1493, admiral fet forw^d with a fair wind 
from the aforefaid Gulf of Arrows, now called Sainana, towards Spain, becaiife 
now both the caravals were very leaky, and they took much pains to keep them up : 
Cape Santelmo being the laft land they faw ; twenty leagues north-cad of it, there 
appeared abundance of weeds, and twenty leagues dill farther they found all the fea 
covered with fmall tunny fifties, whereof they faw great numbers the two following 
days, which were the 19th and 20th of JanJary, and after them abundance of fea fdwls, 
and all the way the weeds ran with the current in long ropes, lying cad and weft; 
for they had already found, that the current lakes tlioli wee.ds a great way off, and 
that they keep not on long in the fame way ; for fomelimes they go one way, and 
fometimes another ; and this they faw ahnod every day, iill they were alinoft half 
fcas over. Holding on their courfe with a fiir wind, they made fo imicii way, that in 
the opinion of the pilots, on the 9th of Fcbrnary, they were foulh of the iflands 
Azores, but the admiral faid they were one hundred atid titty leagues Ihort, and this 
was the truth, fpr they ftill found abundance of weeds, wiiicli as tbi y went towards the 
Indies, they did not fee till they were two himdred and fixty-tliree leagues weft of the 
ifland of Ferro. As they failed on thus with fair wa-ather, the wind began to rife 
more and more every day, and the fea to run fo higii, that they could fcarce live 
upon it. For which reafon, on Thurfday the i4:h of February, they drove which 
way foever the wind would carry them ; and the caraval ’’i na, commanded by Pinzon, 
not being able to lie athwart the fea, run away due north, before the fouth wind, 
the admiral fteering north-eaft to draw nearer to Spain, wdiich the cai'aval Pinta 
could not do, by reafon of the darknefs, though the admiral had always his light 
out. Thus when day appeared, they had quite loft fight of one another, each looking 
upon it as moll certain that the other was loft ; therefore betaking themfelves to 
prayers and religious ads, thofe aboard the admiral, call lots, which of tfiem fliould go 
in pilgrimage for the whole crew to our lady of Guadalupe, which fell to the admiral. 
Afterwards they drew for another to go to Loretto, and the lot fell upon one Peter 
de Villa, a feaman of Port St. Mary. I'hen they call lots for a third, who was to 
watch a night at St, Olive of Moguer, apd the ftorm ftill increafing, they all made 
a vow to go barefoot and in their Ihirts at the firft land they came to, to fome church 
of our Lady. Befides thefe general vows, feverai Jlhers w'cre made by private men, 
becaufe the tenij)eft was now vehement, and the admiral’s veffel could fcarce with- 
ftand it for want of ballaft, which was fall' n Ihort, the provifions being fpent. To 
fupply which want, they thought convenient to fill a" e veffels in the (hip with fek- 
water, which was fome help, aiiJ made the (hip Dear more upright, and be in lefs 
danger of overfetling. Of this violent ftorm, the atjmiral has thefe words. “ I had 
been lefs concerned for the temped, had I alone been in danger ; for^I know I owe 
my life to the S^upreme Creato'g and becaufe 1 have been other times fo near death, 
that only the lea(t part was wanting to compleat it. But what infinitely%rieved and 
troubled me was the confideration, that as it had pleafed our lord to give me faith and 
affuranse fo go upon this undertaking, wherein I had now been fuccefsfql ; fo now 
that thofe whp oppofed it were to be convinced, and Your Highneffes fervedbyme 
with honour and increafe ofiyour mighty (late, his Divine Majefty (hould pleafe«to 
dbftrud all this by my dhath, which had yet been more tolerable, had it not been 
attended with the lofs oi’ all thofe men I had carried with me, upon promife of 

happy 
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haj pyy fucccfs. They feeing themfelves in that affli£Hon did not only curfe their 
fetting out, but the fear apd awe my perfuafions infufed into them, to diffuade their 
return when outward bound, as they had fevergl times refolved to do. But above all 
rny forrow was double, when I remembered two (ons I had left at fchool at Cordova, . 
deftitute’of friends, in a ftrange country, before I had done, or at leaft could be 
known to have done any fervice, which might be believed to incline Your Highneffes 
to rfemember them. Arid though on the one fide I comforted myfelf with the faith, 
that our Lord would not permit a thing which was fo much for the exaltation of his 
church, to be left imperfeft, when I had, with fo much oppofition and trouble, 
almoft brought it to perfection ; yet on the other fide I confidered, it was his will, 
that becaufe of my demerits he would not permit m^ifo obtain fuch honour in this 
world, but fnatched it from me. Being in this inwttfd confufion, I remembred Your 
Highneffes good fortune, which though I were d^<^V and the Ihip loft, might find 
fome means that a conqueft ncai- atchieved IrabiSii not be loft, and that it was 
poflible the fuccefs of tViy voyage fliuuld by fome means or other come to your 
knowledge. For this reaibn, Ss briefly as the time would permit, I writ upon parch- 
ment, that I had difcovered thofe lands, I had promifed, as alfo in how many days, 
and jvhat way I had done it. the goodnefs of thofe lands the nature of the inhabitants 
and how Your Highneffes mojeCts were leit in poffeflion of all I had difcovered ; which 
' writing folded and fealed, I fuperfcribcd to Your Highneffes, • proraifing in writing 
upon it one thoufand du 'ats to him, that fliould deliver it fealed to you ; to the end, 
that if any foreigners found it, the promifed reward might prevail with them, not to 
give that intelligence tc another. 'I'hen I caufed a grpat calk to be brought to me, 
ana having wrapped the writing in an oiLd cloth and then put it into a cake of wax, 

I dropped it into the calk, and having ftopped the bung clofe, call it into the fea, all 
the men fancying it was fome a£l of devotion. And apprehending that might per- 
haps never be taken up, and the lliip Hill failing nearer to Spain, I made another 
pacquet like the firft, and placed it at the top of the poop, ^o the end that when the fliip 
funk, the calk might take its chance, remaining ftill above water.” 

'1 

CHAP. XXXVIII. — How tfic Admiral arrived at the IJlattds Azores y and the People of 
the IJland of St. Mary took away his Boat and theMcn in it. 

SAILING on in fuch mighty danger, and fo great a ftorm, .on Friday the 15th 
of February, at break of day. one Ruy Carpia, from the round top, faw land bear 
e£ijt-north-eaft from tiiem. 'I'he pilot and feamen judged it was the rock of Lilbon, 
buF the admiral concluded it was one of the iflands Azores, and though they were at 
no great diftance from it, yet they could not come to an anchor that day becaufe of the 
weather. Thus plying about becaufe the wind was eaft, they loft fight of the illand 
and difcovered another, about which they ran ftruggling againft wind and weather, 
with continual labour and no re(pite, not being able to got to land. Wherefore* the 
admiral in his jopmal fays, “ On Saturday the i6th of February I arrive^ at one of thofe 
illands at night, ^d by reafon of the bad weather, could not tell which of them 
it was. Thait night I took a little reft, becaufe from Wednefday till then, I had never 
flept, and was lame of both my legs;, having been continually in the open air and 
wet ; nor was it little that I fuffered by provifions. Upon Monday morning? being 
at an anchor, I underftood from fome of the inhabitants, that it was the illand of 
StFMary, one of the Azores, wd all of them admired I ffad efcaped, confidering the 
terrible ftorm, which had held for fifteen days without intermiftion in thofe parts.” 
VOL. xiL H ■ Thefe 
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Thefe people ohdefftanding what the admiral had difcovered, feemed to rejoice, giy^pg 
praiie to Ck}d, and three 0? them came aboard with fome freOi provifions and many 
compiimoits from the commander of t^e iiland, who was far from thence at the town^ 

, for S^nt this place there was nothing to be feen but a hermitage, which, as they faid, 
was dedicated to the blefled virgin. ‘'Thereupon the admiral and all his crew' remem- 
bering they had ma^e a vow the Thurfday before, to go barefoot and in their ftirts, 
the firft land they came at, to fome church of our lady ; they were all of opinion they 
ought here to perform it, efpecially it being a place where the people and governor 
expreffed fo much affeftion and tendemefs for our men, and belonging to a King who 
was fo great a friend to him of Caftile. Therefore the admiral defired thofe three men 
to repair to the town,* and caufe the chaplain to come that had the keys of the hermi- 
tage, that he might fay mafs there. Thefe men confenting, they went into the caraval’s 
boat, with half the (hip’s crew, ,that they might begin to perform their vow, and 
being come back, the reft might' go to do their part. Being landed barefooted and 
in their (hirts, as they vowed to do, the governor, with abundance of people from 
the town, who lay in ambulh, on a fudden ruflied out upon them and made them 
prifoners, taking their boat, without which he thought the admiral could never get 
away from him. 

CHAP. XXXIX. — How the Admiral u'cathcred another Stonily and at lajl recovered 

• his Boat and Men. 

THE admiral thinking they ftayed too long, who were gone afliorp in the boat, 
it being then noon, whereas they went off by break of day, he fufpefted fome mif- 
fortune had befallen them, either at land or at fea. Tlierefore, not being able from 
the place where he lay to difeover the hermitage they were gone to, he refolved 
with his (hip to fail about a point, whence the church could be fecn. Being come near, 
he faw abundance of people a horfeback, who difmounting, went into the boat to 
attack the caraval. The admiral therefore, miftrufting what might happen, ordered 
his men to be in readin(;fs, and armed, but make no (hew of rcfiftance, that the 
Portuguefe might come the nearer. When they were near the admiral, the captain of 
them flood up, demanding to parley, which the admiral granted, thinking he would 
come aboard, and might be fecured wltfiout breach of faith, (ince he had feized his 
men without provocation. But the Portuguefe durft not come nearer than to be 
heard, when the admiral told him, he adiiftred at his irregular manner of proceeding, 
and that none of his men came in the boat, fince they were gone alhore upon a fafe 
conduft, and offers of relief, efpecially fince the governor himfclf had fent to welcotne 
him. He therefore defired him to confidcr, that befidcs his doing an aftion which 
enemies would not be guilty of, and againft the laws of honour, the King of Portugal 
would be highly offended at it, whofe fubjedls were, when they landed in the domi- 
nion!! of Their Catholic Majefties, or refided there, made much of, and treated witli all 
maimer of civility, and were fafe without any fafe conduft, as if they wereHn Lilbon, 
befides that Their Highneffes had given him letters of recommendation to all Princes, 
potentaries, and other perfons in the world, which he* (hould (hew if he drew near. 
.Th«>’efo'^.f™ce fuch letters were received with refped in all parts, and he and the 
King’s fubjeds well treated on their account, much more they ought to be fo in Por- 
tug^ their Princes being fo near neighbours and allies ; efpecially he being their 
great admirsd of the ocean ahd vice«roy of the Indies he had difcovered, all which ^e 
was ready to (hew him under Their Highneffes hands and feals. Accordingly at that 
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diftBBce he fliewed his commUHons, and told him he might draw near without any aj^e- 
h Jtffin n j /brafmuch as in regard to the peace and amity betwixt Thdr Catholic Majefties 
and the King of Portugal,* they had commanded him to pay the utmoft civility to fuch 
Pprtuguefe mips as he met ; adding, that though he fhould obftinately perfid: in keep*, 
ing his men, yet that would not prevent his ret&ming to Spain, he having ftill men 
miough to (^1 to Sevil, and to do him harm, if need werp, whereof he himfelf would be 
the occaiion, and fuch puniihment would be adjudged well deferved of him ; befides 
that his King would puniih him, as giving caufe for a war betwem him and Their 
datholic Majefties. The captain and his men anfwered, that they neither knew*Their 
Catholic Majefties, nor their letters, nor did they fear them, and would make him 
know what Portugal was. By this anfwef the admiral fufpefted, there had fome breach 
happened between the two crowns fmte his departure, and therefore gave him fuch m 
anfwer as his folly deferved. At laft, when they were parting, the captain ftood up, 
and at a great diftance faid, he might go to the harbour with his caraval, for that all 
he did was by order of the King his mafter. The admiral heanng it, called all that 
were aboard to bear witnefs, and calling to the captain and Portuguefe, fwore he 
would never go off the caraval, till he had taken an hundred Portuguefe, to carry 
them into Caftile, and to deftroy all that ifland. This faid, he again came to an anchor 
in life port, where he was at firft,' the weather obliging him to it. But the next day 
the wind ftill increafing, and the place where he lay being unfa^, he loft his anchors, 
and was forced to ftand out to fea, towards the ifland of St. Michael, where, in cafe 
he could not come to an anchor, he had refolved to run it out at fea, not without 
much danger, as well becaufe the fea ran high, as by reafon he had but three able 
feamen left, and fome grummets, all thc-reft being landmen, and Indians, who under- 
ftood nothing of fea affairs. But fupplying the want of the abfent in his own perfon, 
he paffed that night with much labour and danger, till day appearing, perceiving he 
had loft light of the ifland of St. Michael, and that the weather was calmer, he re- 
folved to return to the ifland of St. Mary, to endeavour to recover his men, anchors, 
and boat. He came up with it on Thurfday the 2 id of January, afternoon, and foon 
after the boatpame off with five men and a notary, who all; Ujpon fecurity given them, 
went aboard and lay there that night, it being late. The next day they faid they 
came from the captain to know for certain whence the Ihip came, and whether it had 
the King of Spain’s commiflion, which being made out, they were ready to Ihow 
them all manner of friendlhip, which they did becaufe they could not feize the Ihip 
nor the admiral, and that they might fuffer^ for what they had done. The admiral 
fupprefling his refentment faid, he thanked them fojr then civil offers, and fince they 
proceeded according to the maritime laws and cuftoms, he was ready to fatisfy 
them ; and accordingly Ihowed them the King of Spain’s general letter of recom- 
mendation, dire£led to all his fubjeds and thofe of other Princes, as alfo his com- 
milfion for that voyage; which the Portuguefes having feen, they went alhorc 
latisfied, and foon difiniffed the ^feamen, with their boat, of whom they underftood 
it was reposted m the ifland, that the King had fent orders to all his f^bjefts to fecure 
the perfon of the admiral by any means whatfoever. 

GHAP. XL. — - How the Admiral failed from the IJlands Azores ^ and Idas forced into ' 

Li/bon by a Storm. 

PN Sunday the 34th of FebVuary, die admiral ftuled ftom the ifland of St. Mary 
for Spmn, being in great want of wood and ballaft, whicK he c<mld not take in, 
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becaufe of the bad weather, though the wind was felr for his vop^e. Being an ^oir* 
dred leagues from the nearefl land, a fwallow came into the ihtp, which, as was 
believed the ftorm bad drove out to fea, which appeared ihore plainly, becaufe the 
next day being the 38th of February, a great many more fwallows and land fowl came 
aboard, and they faw a whale. On*" the 3d of March the temped: was fo gr^t, th;\t 
after midnight it fplit their failg; wherefore being in great danger of their lives, they 
made a vow to fend one in pilgrimage to our lady de Cinta at Guelva, whither he 
was to go barefoot, and in his fliirt. The lot fell again upon the admiral, God 
fhowing thereby, that his offering were more acceptable than thofe of others ; befides 
which, other private vows were made. Thus running on without a rag of cloth, but 
bare mails, a mighty fea, high winds and fHghtful thunder, each of which feemed 
enough to deftroy the caraval, it pleafed God ti give them fight of land, about mid- 
night, which offered no lefs danger than the reft ; for to avoid being beaten to pieces, 
and running into fome place where they knew not how to get off, they were forced to 
make fome Jail, to bear up againft the ftorm till day, which appearing, they found they 
were upon the rock of Lilbon. The admiral was forced to put in there, to the great 
aftonifliment of the people of that country, and their feamen, who ran from all parts 
to behold as it were fome wonder, a Ihip that had cfcapcd fo terrible a ftorm ; hping 
received new’s of, many Ihips that had perilhed about Flanders, and in other countries 
of late days. He canie to an anchor in the river of Lilbon upon Monday the 4th of 
March, and prefently fent away an exprefs to Their Catholic Majefties with the news 
of his arrival, and another to the King of Portugal, alking leave to go up to anchor 
before the city, the plate where he was not being fafe againft any that Ihould delign 
to do him harm, upon pretence, it was done by the King's order, as believing by ms 
ruin they might obftrudl the King of Spain’s fuccefs. 

CHAP, ULl^’—How the People of Lijbon came to fee the Admiral^ as a Prodigy ; and 
• he went to vifit the King of Portugal. 

ON Tuefday the 5th of March, the mailer of a great guard Ihip tjiat lay in the 
harbour, came with his boat full of armed men to the admiral’s caraval, requiring him 
to come along to give an account of himfelf to the King’s officers, as was pradifed 
by all Ihips that came into the harbour. He anfwered, .that the King of Spain’s 
admirals, as he was, were not obliged to obey any fuch I'uramons, nor to quit their 
Ihips, ‘to give any account of thetnHv^,‘and he was refolved to do his duty. The 
mailer bid him at leaft to fend his boatTwain. The admiral replied, it was Hill the 
fame thing, whether he fent a grummet, or went himfelf, and therefore it was* in 
vain to defirc him to fend any body. The mailer being fenlible he was in the right, 
defired him at leaft to Ihow him. the King of Spain’s letter, that might fatisfy his 
captain : tin's being but reafonable, the admiral Ihowed him Their Catholic Majefties 
lettfr, with which he was fatisfied, and went back to his Ihip to give an accouift of 
what had happened to Alvaro de Acunna his captain, who came immediately with 
trumpets, fifes,* drums, and great ftate aboard the admiral, exprelfing* much kindnefs, 
and offering his fervice. The next day, it being known at Lilbon that the Ihip came 
from the Indies, fuch throngs of people went aboard to fee the Indians, and hear 
■ news, /hat the caraval could not contain them, and the water was coveret^with boats, 
fome of them praifing God for fo great a happinefs, and others ftorming that they had 
lofilhat difeovery, throughi their King’s incredulity.; fo that day was fp«it with gasat 
concourfe of people. The next day the King ordered his officers to prefent the admiral 
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idthall forts of refrelhmaat, and all things he ftoodin need of either forfumfelf, or 
his men, without afldng any pay. At the fame time he writ to the admiral, congratu- 
lating his hi^y arrival,* and defiling, fince he was in his dominions, he would 
come to fee him. The admiral was doubtful w'hat to do in this cafe, but he confidered 
the King was in amity with Their Catholic Majeftfes, and had treated him courteoufly f * 
and befides, to take oft all fufpicion that he came from his conquefts, he confented to 
go to Valparaifo, nine leagues from Lifbon, where the King was, whither he came on 
Saturday night, bdng the ninth of March. The King ordered all the nobility of his 
court to go out to meet him, and being come into his prefence, did him great ho- 
nour, commanding him to put on his cap, and fit down, and having with a cheerful 
countenance heard the particulars of his' profperous voyage, offered him all he ftood 
in need of, for the fervice of Their Catholic Majefties, though he thought, that (oAO- 
much as he had been a captain in Portugal, that conqueft belonged to him. * To 
which the admiral anfwered, that he knew of no fuch agreement, and that he had 
ftriftlyobfervedhis orders, which were not togoto the mines of Portugal, nor to Guinea. 
The j^ng faid, all was well, and he doubted not but juftice would be done. Having 
fpent a long time in this fort of difcourfe, the King commanded the prior of Crato, 
the greateft man then about him, to entertain the admiral, and Ihew him all civility 
and Vefpefl:, which was done accordingly. Having ftaid there alj Sunday and all 
Monday, till after mafs, the admiral took leave of the King, who exprefled great kind- 
nefs, and made him great proffers, ordering D. Martin de Noronha to go along with 
him, and many other gentlemen went for company to honour him, and hear an ac- 
count of his voyage. As he was thus on his way to Lifbon, he palled by a monaftery, 
where the Queen then was, who fent eameftly to intreatliim he would notpafs by witn- 
out feeing her. She was much pleafed to fee him, and did him all the favour and 
honour that was due to the greaieft lord. That night a gentleman came from the 
King, to the admiral, to let him know that if he pleafed to go by land into Spain, 
he would attend him, provide lodgings all the way, and furnifh him all neceflariesf.,a3 
far as the borders of Portugal. 

• j 

CHAP. XLTI. — How the Admiral left Lijbon to return to Cajiile by Seat 

ON Wednefday the i^th cf March, two hours after day, the admiral fet fail for 
Seville, and on Friday following at noon arrived at Saltes, and came jo an anchor in 
in the port of Palos, whence he had fet out pn the 3d of Auguil the foregoing year 
1492, feven months and eleven.days before his return. He was there received by all 
tfie people in procellion, giving thanks to God for his profperous fuccefs, which, it 
was hoped, would redound fo much to the propagation of Chriftianity, and Jflcreafe 
6f Their Catholic Majefties dominions ; all the inhabitants of that place looking upon 
it as a great matter that the admiral fet out from thence, and that moft of the men he 
had with him belonged to it, ^though many of them, through Pinzon’s faulty had 
been mutMLOus.^and difobedient. It happened that when the admiral came to Palos, 
Pinzon was arrived in Galicia, and defigned to go by himfelf to %tl*^celona, to carry 
the news to TheiV Catholic Majefties, who fent him orders not to go thither without tlie 
admiral, with whom he had been fent to difeover, at which he was fo concerned and 
offended, jhat he returned indifpofed,. to his native country, where within*a it^w day 5 
he died for grief : but before he got to Palos, the admiral fet out for Seville, d^ga- 
iag thence tor Barcelona, wbA-e I'heir Catholic Majefties were ; and he was forWd to- 
ftay a little by the way, though but never fo little, to the fb great admiration of the 

people 
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people wheneioeirer he went* lhat they ran from all the neighbouring towns* dowp to 
the roadfi to fee him, the Indians, and other things he brouj^t. Thus holding on his 
way he got to Barcelona about middle of April* having before fent Their Highj. 
.neues an account of the happy fuccefs of his voyage* which was extraordinary plea^g 
to, thrai, and they ordered him a mbfl folemn reception, as to a man that had donp 
them fuch lingular fervice. , All the court and city went out to meet him ; and 
Their Catholic Majefties fat in public with great ftate, on rich chairs under a canopy 
of cloth of gold ; and when he went to kifs their hands, they flood up to him as to 
a great lord, made a difficulty to give him their hands, and caufed him to lit down. 
Havipg given a brief account of his voyage, they gave him leave to retire to his apart- 
ment, whither he was attended by all the court ; and he was fo highly honoured and 
favoured by their Highnelfes, that when the King rode about Barcelona, the admiral 
was "on one fide of him, and the Infante Fortuna on the other, ; whereas before, none 
went by his majefty but the faid Infante, who was his near kinfman. 

f 

CHAP. XLIII. — How it was refolved that the Admiral Jhould return with a powerful 

Fleet to people the IJland Hi/paiuola, and His Holinfs's Approbation of the Conquejl 

was obtained, , ' 

< 

ORDERS were giyen at Barcelona, with great care and expedition for the ad- 
miral’s return to Hifpaniola, as well to relieve thofe that were left there, as to enlarge 
the colony and fubdue the illand, with the reft that were and Ihould be difeovered. 
To make their title to them the ftronger. Their Catholic M^efties, by the advice of 
the admiral, procured the Pope’s approbation and confent for the conqueft of the 
faid Indies, which Pope Alexander the Sixth, who then governed the church, readily 
granted not only for what was already, but for all that Ihould be difeovered weft- 
ward, till it Ihould come to 'the eaft, where any Chriftian Prince was then aftually in 
pofteffion, forbidding all perfons in general to intrude within thofe bounds. The 
fame his holinefs confirmed the next year, in very fignificant terms. And Their Ca- 
tholic Majefties being fenfible that the admiral had been the caufe of all this favour 
granted by the Pope, and that his difeovery had entitled them to the pofteffion of all 
thofe parts, they were plcafed he Ihould be immediately gratified at Barcelona, on the 
28 th of May, and therefore granted him a new privilege, or rather an expofition, and 
explanation of what he had before, confirming to him all they had granted before, 
and in plain terms declared how far the bounds of his admirallhip and viceroyfhip 
extended, being over all that which, His Holinefs had granted them, thus ratifying what 
they had given him before, which privileges and prerogatives are as follows. 

CHAP. XLIV. — Privileges and Prerogatives granted by Their Catholic Majcjiies to the 
, Admiral. 

FERDINAjNI? and Elizabeth, by the grace of God, King and Qpeen-of Caftile, 
of Leon, of Arragon, of Sicily, of Granada, of Toledo* of Valencia, of Galicia, of 
Majorca, of Minorca, of Seville, of Sardinia, of Jaen^- of Algarve, of Algezira, of 
Gibraltar* of the Canary Iflands* count and countefs of Barcelona, lord and lady of 
‘Bili^y and’Molina, duke and duchefs of Athens and Keopatria, count and countefs 
x^f j^uffillion and Cerdaigne, marquefs and marchionefs of Oriftan* and Go- 
^ Sfip. : Forafmuch as you, Chriftopher Colon* are* going by our command* with 
: of ow veflels and nSen* to difeorer and fubdue fome iilands and continent in the 
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ocegn, aliftilt is hoped that by God’s afllftance, forae of the faid iflands and continent 
in the ocewi will be difcovered and conquered by your means and conduft, therefore 
it is but juft and reafonable, that fmce you ejqjofe yiurfelf to fuch danger to ferve 
us, you fliOdld be rewarded for it : > And we being willing to honour and favour you. 
^r the reafons aforefaid, our will is, that you*Chriftopher Colon, after difcovering 
and conquering the faid jflands and continent in the faid ocean, or any of them, Ihall 
be our admiral of the faid iflands and continent you Ihall fo difcover and conquer ; 
and that you be our admiral, viceroy and governor in them, and that for the future 
you may call and ftyle yourfelf, D. Chriftopher Colon, and that your fons anS fuc- 
ceflTors in the faid employment may call themfelves dons, admirals, viceroys and go- 
vernors of them ; and that you may exercife the office of admiral, with the charge pf 
viceroy and governor of the faid iflands and continent, which you and your lieutenants 
fhall conquer, and freely decide all caufes civil and criminal, appertaining to the *faid 
employment of admiral, viceroy and governor, as you fhall think fit in juftice, and 
as the admirals of our kingdoms ufe to do ; and that you have power to punifh of- 
fenders ; and you and your lieutenants exercife the employments of admiral, viceroy 
and governor in all things belonging to the faid offices, or any of them ; and that you 
enjoy the perquifites and falaries belonging to the faid employments, and to each of 
them,* in the fame manner as the high admiral of our kingdoms does. And by this 
. our letter, or a copy of it figned by a public notary, we cofnmand Prince John, our 
moft dearly beloved fon, infantes, dukes, prelates, marquefles, great mafters and 
military orders, priors, commendaries, our counfellors, judges, and other officers of 
juftice whatfoevpr, belonging to our houfehold, courts qnd chancery, and conftables 
of caftles, ftrong-houfes and others ; and all corporations, bailifls, governors, judges, 
commanders, fea-officers ; and the aldermen, common-council, officers and good 
people of all cities, lands and places in our kingdoms and dominions, and in thofe 
you fliall conquer and fubdue, and 'the captiains, mafters, mates and other officers 
and failors, our natural fubjefls now being, or that fliall be for the time to come, and 
any of them, that when you fhall have difcovered the faid iflands and continent in the 
ocean j and y«u, or any th^t fhall have your coramiffion, fhalf have taken the ufual 
oath in fuch cafes, that they for the future look upon you as long as you live, and 
after you your fon and heir, and fo from one heir to another for ever, as our ad- 
miral on our faid ocean, tmd as viceroy and governor of the faid iflands and conti- 
nent, by you Chriftopher Colon difcovered and conquered ; and that they treat you 
and your lieutenants, by you appointed, for, executing the employments of admiral, 
vigeroy and governor, as fuch in all refpeds, and .give you all the perquifites and 
other things belonging and appertaining to the faid offices ; and allow, and caiffe to 
be allowetf you, all the honours, graces, conceffions, pre-eminejices, prerogatives, 
immunities and other things, or any of them, which are due to you, by virtue of your 
commands of admiral, viceroy and governor, and to be obferved compleatly, fo 
that nothi^ be diminiftied, and .that they make no objeflrion to this, or any part of 
it, nor fuf& it to be made ; forafmuch as we from this time forward, by this our 
letter, beftow on you the employments' of admiral, viceroy and peipetual governor 
for ever ; and we put you into*pofreffion of the faid offices, and of every of them, 
and full power to ufe and exercife them, and to receive the perquifites and falaries . 
belonging them, or any of them, as was faid above. Concerning all which Ihings, 
if it be requifite, and you fha^l defire it, we command our chancellor, notaries<|tad 
odlfer officers to pafs, fibl and deliver to you our letter of "privilege, in fuch firm and 
legsd manner as you fliall require or ftand in need of. And that none of thempri^ 
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fume to do any thing to the contrary, upon pain of our difpleaAire, and forfeiture of 
thirty ducats for each oifence. And we command him wl^o fhall fhew them this our 
letter, that he fummon them to appear, before us at our court, where we fhall then 
• be, imthin fifteen days after fuch utpnnons, under the faid penalty. Under which 
fame we alfo command any public notary whatfoever, that he give to him that fhows It 
him, a certificate -under his feal, that we may know how our command is obeyed. 


“ Given at Granada, on the 30th of April, in the year of our. Lord 1492. I the 
» icing, 1 the Queen. 

“ By Their Majefties* command, 

John Coloma, Secretary to the King and Queen. 
**' Entered according to order, Roderic Doctor. 

“ Regiftered, Sebastian Dolana, 1 „ „ 

* Fraucis de Made..,, } ('h^cellore.' 


“ And now, forafmuch as it has pleafed our Lord, that you have difeovered feveral 
of the faid iflands, as we ftill hope you will by his grace difeover and find others, and 
the continent in the faid ocean, and thofc parts of the Indies, and have defired and 
requefted of us, that we would confirm to you our faid grant here fet down, and all 
the contents of it, to the end that you and your children, heirs and fucceflbrs,' one 
after another, and after your days, may have and enjoy the faid employments of ad- 
miral, viceroy and governor of the faid ocean, iflands and continent, as well of thofe 
you have already found and difeovered, as of thofe you lhall for the future find and 
difeover, with all the power, pre-eminence and prerogative, as the admirals, viceroys 
and governors in our kingdoms of Caftile and Leon do enjoy ; and that all the per- 
quifites and-falaries appertaining and belonging to the faid office, and granted and al- 
lowed to our admirals, viceroys and governors, may be made good to you ; or that 
we made fuch provifion in this cafe, as in our goodnefs we lhall think fit. And we 
having regard to the'hazard and danger you have expofed yourfclf to in our fervice, in 
going to difeover and find out the faid iflands, and that which you now run in attempt- 
, ing to find out the other iflands and continent, wherein we have been, q;id hope to be 
by you well ferved : to requite and reward you, do, by thefc prefenls, confirm to 
you and your children, heirs and fucceflbrs, one after another, now and for ever, the 
faid employments of admiral of the faid ocean, and viceroy* and governor of the faid 
iflands and continent by you difeovered aqd found out, and of the other iflands and 
continent, that lhall be by you or your jnduftry found or difeovered for the future in 
thofe parts of the Indies. And it^s our will, that you, and after you your children, 
heirs and fucceflbrs, one after another, enjoy the faid employment of our admiral'^of 
the faid ocean, which is ours, and commences at a line, we have caufed to be drawn 
from the iflands Azores to thofe of Cabo Verde, and fo from pole to pole north and 
fouth } fo that all beyond the faid line weftward is ours, and belongs to us. And accord- 
ingly we conftitute you admiral, and your fons ai:\d fucceflbrs, one after another, 
of all that part for ever. And we alfo appoint you our viceroy and^ governor, and 
after you, your fons, heirs and fucceflbrs, one after another, of the faid iflands and 
continent difeovered and to be difeovered, in the faid ocean in thofe parts of the 
Indies, a^, has been faid ; and we grant you the polTeflion of all the faid employ- 
ments \)f admiral, viceroy and governor for ever, with full commiffion a])(^ authority 
to ii|fe and exercife in the faid fea the office of admiral in all thofe things, and in the 
fame manner and form, and with the rights and privileges, perquifites and falaries, 
as our admirals of Caftile and Leon have and do ufe, have enjoyed or enjoy, as 
.well in the faid iflands dnd continent already difeovered, as in thofe that lhall here^ter 

be 



LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 


S7 

be difcovered in the faid ocean and faid parts of thf Indies, that the planters of them 
all may be better governed. And we grant you fuch power and authority, that you 
may, as our viceroy and gbvemor, and your lieutenai«s, judges, ‘commanders and of- 
ficers by you created, exercife the civil and criminal jurifdiftion, the fupreme and 
mean avfthority, and the abfolute and mixed cofiimand. And in thofe places you 
may remove, turn out, and put in others in their places, as often as you pleafe, and 
lhall think convenient for our fervice. And that they have power to hear, judge, 
and determine all fuits or caufes, civil or criminal, that lhall occur or arife in the faid 
illands or continent j and that they have and receive the fees and falaries ufually an- 
nexed, and appertaining to thofe employments in our kingdoms of Caflile and Leon. 
And you our faid viceroy and governor may hear and determine all the faid caufcs, 
and any of them, whenfoever you lhall pleafe, upon the fiFft motion by way of appeil 
or complaint, and exan^ine, determine and decide them, as our viceroy and governor ; 
and you and your children may do all that is reafonable m fuch cafes, and all other 
things appertaining to tho office of viceroy and governor, and that you and your lieu- 
tenants and officers appointed to this purpofe, may take fuch cognizance, and ufe fuch 
methods as you lhall think proper for our fervice, and the execution of our juftice. 
All which you and they may do and perform lawfully and effedually, as they might 
and ought to do, had the faid officers been appointed by us. But ou^will and pleafure 
is, that fuch letters patent as you lhall grant, be drawn and- granted in our name, with 
thefe words, ‘ Ferdinand and Elizabeth, by the grace of God, King and Queen of Caftile 
and Leon,’ &c. and be fealed with our feal, which we will caufe to be given you for the 
faid illands and continent. And we command all the people, inhabitants, and other 
perfons in the Yaid illands and continent, to obey you, as’ our viceroy and governor of 
the fame ; and thofe that fail on the faid feas to obey you as our admiral of the faid 
ocean ; and that all of them execute your letters and orders, and take part with you 
and your officers, for the execution of our Juftice ; and give, and caufe to be given 
you, all the aid and affiftance you lhall require and Hand in need of, upon fuch penaK 
ties as you lhall impofe on them, which we by thefe prefents do impofe on them, and 
do look upot^ them as impofed ; and do grant you authority to execute them on their 
perlbns and goods. And it is alfo our will, that if you fliall find it for our fervice 
and the execution of juftice, that any perfons who lhall be in the faid illands or conti- 
nent, depart from them, ^nd do not return nor ftay in them, and that they come and 
appear before us, you may in our name command, and make them depart the faid 
illands. All whom by thefe prefents we comjnand, that they pre’fently perform, exe- 
cute, and put in pradtice ail that has beeli faid, without looking farther, or alking 
atlvice upon it, nor expefting any other letter or command from us, notwithftanding 
any appeal or petition they lhall make or prefent againft your faid order. For all 
which things, and any other due or belonging to the faid offices of our admiral, vice- 
roy, and governor, we give you fufficient authority, with all incidents, dependencies, 
and emergencies to them annexed or inherent. Concerning all which things, if it lhall 
be your will, we do command our chancellor, notaries, and other officers belonging to 
our feals, that fhey give, pafs, difpatch, and feal you our letter of privilege, made 
as effeftive, firm,* and ftrong, as you lhall require of them, and Hand in need of ; and 
that none of them prefume to do any thing to the contrary, upon pain of our dif- 
pleafure, and of thirty ducats to be paid to our treafury by every one that (hall be * 
guilty of the contrary. And befides, we command him that lhall Ihew them this our 
Iqtter to fummon them to appear brfore us at our courts wherefoever we arc, within 
VOL. xn. I fifteen 
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fifteen days, upon the faid penally. Upder which we command any public notary, 
that (hall be called for fuch purpdtc, that he give to him that lhall fliew it him, a cer- 
tificate figned under his hand, that we may know how our commands arc obeyed. 

“ Given in the city of Barcelona, thc*28th of May in the year of our Lord 1493. 

“ 1 the King, I the Queen. 

“ By 'i'heir Majeflics’ order, 

“ Feroinand Ai-varez de Toledo, Secretary to the King 
and Queen, our Lord and Lady. 

“ Peter Gittierres, Chancellor, without fees for feal or entry. 
*< Delivered, Roderick Doctor. 

“ Entered, Alonzo Perez.” 

CHAP. XLV. — How the Admiral went from Barcelona to Sevi/ie, and fet out thence for 

Hifpaniola, 

ALL things neceflary for the peopling of thofe countries being provided, the 
admiral departed from Barcelona for Seville in June ; and being come thither, fo 
diligently folicited the fitting out of the fleet J'heir Catholic Majefties had ordered him 
to provide, that \n a Ihort time feventeen fliips, great and finall, were made 1 eady, 
well ftored with provifions, and with all things thought neceflary for peopling of 
thofe countries ; as handicrafts of all forts, labourers, countrymen to till the land ; 
befides, the fame of gold and other rarities in thofe countries, had drawn to- 

i jether fo many gentlemen, and other perfons of worth, that it was neceflary to 
elTen the number, and not to allow fo many to go aboard, at leaft till it appeared 
in fome meafure how things would fucceed in thofe parts, and till things were 
a little fettled. Yet was it impoflible fo much to confine the number of people that 
went aboard, but that it amounted to fifteen hundred of all forts ; among whom fome 
carried horfes, afles, and other beafts, which were afterwards of great ufe and advan- 
tage to the planters in thofe countries. Being thus furniflied, the admiral weighed 
anchor in the road of Cadiz, where the fleet had been fitted, upon Wednefday the 
25th of September, 1493, before fun rifmg, my brother and I being there, 

and flood fouth-weft for the Canary Iflands, defigning there to take in I'omc neci'flary 
refrelhraent. On the z.Sth of September, being one hunefi'ed leagues from Spain, 
there came aboard the admiral’s fliip abundance of land fowl, turtle-doves, and other 
forts of fmall birds, 'which feemed to be^pa'fling over to winter in Africk, and to come 
from the Iflands Azores. He holding on his courfc, on Wednefday the 2d of October 
arrived at Gran Canaria, and came* to an anchor} at midnight failed again for Goinera, 
where he arrived on the fifth of October; and orders were given for taking up with all 
fpeed whatfoever the fleet flood in need of. 

CHAP. XL VI.— -How the Admiral, departing from iGomcra, crojfcd the Ocean and 
, difeovered the Caribbcc JJlands. ‘ 

ON Monday, the 7th of October, the admiral continued his voyage towards the 
Indies, having firfl delivered a cotnmiflion fliut up and fealed, to every fhip, com- 
manding them not to open it, unlefs they were feparated from him by ftrefs ^f weather; 
for he in thofe letters giving an account of the courfc they were to fleer, to come to 
the town of the Nativity in HTpaniola, would not have that courfe knovra tp any without 
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great need. Thus failing with a fair gale till Thui*f(|ay the 24th of Oftober, when be- 
ing •four hundred leagues weft of Goniera, he yet met with none of the weeds he had 
feen the firft voyage, when he was out about two hundred and fifty leagues, to the 
great aftonifliment of them all. I’hat clay and tlie next a fwallow flew about the fleet. 
On Saturrflay at night the body of St. Elmo was feeb, with feven lighted candles on the 
round mp, and there followed mighty rains, and frightful thunder. I mean, the lights 
were feen, which the fcamen affirm to be the body of St Elmo, and they fing litanies 
and prayers to him j hjoking upon it as moll certain, that in thole ftorms where he 
appears, there can be no danger. W^^tfoever this is, I. leave to them ; for if wd will 
believe Pliny, when Inch lights appeared in thole times to the Roman failors in a 
ftorm, they laid they were Oaftor and PoHux, whereof Seneca makes mention alfo ag 
the beginning of his firft book of nature. But to return to our hiftory ; on Saturday 
the id of November, at night, the admiral perceiving a great alteration in the Iky and 
winds, and taking nolice’ot the mighty rains, he concluded for certain that he was near 
fome land, and for this regfon caufed moll of the fails to be furled, and ordered all to 
be upon the watch ; nor without caufc ; for that fame night, as day began to break, 
they Ipied land feven leagues to the weft ward, which was a high mountainous illand ; 
and he called it Dominica, becaufe difeovered upon Sunday morning. A while after 
he fa1^ another illand nortli-eaft of Dominica, and then another, and another after that, 
more northward. For which mercy, God had been pleafed to jjeftow on them, all 
•the men aflembling in the poop, lung the Salve regina, and other prayers and hymns 
very devoutly, giving thanks to God, for that in twenty days after departing from 
Gomera, they had made that land, judging the diftance between them to be between 
feven hundred Mnd fifty and eight hundred leagues. *And finding no convenient 
place to come to an anchor on the call fide of the iftnnd Dominica, they Hood over to 
another illand, which the admiral called Marigalante', that being his ffiip’s name. 
Here landing, he with all neceftary folcmnity again confirmed the polTeffion he had in 
his firft voyage taken of all the illands and continent of theW eft Indies for Their Ca- 
tholic Majefties. 

• 

CHAP. XLVII. — Houo the Admiral difeovered the IJland of Guadalupe, and what he 

fiw there. 

ON Monday the 4th day of November, the admiral failed from the Illand Mari- 
galante northwards, by another great illand, which he called St Mary of Guadalupe, 
for his own devotion, and at the requeft of the friars of the houle of that name, to 
wh«m he had made proinile to call fome illand by the name of their monaftery. Before 
he came to it, at two leagues diftance, they difeovered a very high rock, ending in a 
poipt, whence gullied out a ftream of water, as thick as a large barrel, which mlling 
made fuch a nolle, that it was heard aboard the Ihips, though many affirmed it was only 
a white vein in the rock, the water was fo white and frothy by reafon of its fteep fa+1. 
Going afhore in the boat to view ’a firt of town they faw from the lliore, they found 
no body there, thft? people being fled to the woods, except fome chiltfren, to whofe 
arms tht'y tied fome baubles to ajlure their fathers when they returned. In the houfes 
they found geefe I ke ours, and abundance of parrots, with red, green, blue, and white 
feathers, as bi^ as common cocks. They alfo found pompions, and a fort *of*fruit 
which looked like our green pine-apples, but much bigger, and within full of a folid 
meat, like a melon, and much fweeter both in tafte and fmell, •which grow on long ftalks, 
like*Ulies or aloes, wild about the fields, and are better than«thofe that are brought 
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up by art, as afterwards appeared. They alfo faw other forts of fruits and herbs dif- 
fering from ours ; beds of cotton nets, that is, hammocks, bows, and arrows,- and 
other fuch things, of which our men took none, that the- Indians might be the lefs 
afraid of the Chri/Iians. But what they moll admired was, that they found an iron pan > 
though I believe that the rocks and- fire-ftones in that country being of the colour of 
bright iron, a perfon of but indifferent judgment that found it, without looking farther, 
took it for iron, though in truth it was not fo ; for as much as from that day to this, 
there was never any thing of iron found among thofe people, nor did I hear the admi- 
ral fpeak of this. And therefore I am of opinion, that he ufmg daily to write down 
whatfocver happened, and was told him, that he might among other things fet down 
what was told him concerning this particular, by thofe that were alhorc. And though 
it were of iron, it was not to be admired, becaufe the Indians of the ifland of Guada- 
lupe, being Caribbees, and making their excurfions to rob as far as Hifpaniola, perhaps 
they had that pan of the Chriftians, or of the other Indians' of Hifpaniola ; and it is 
poflible they might carry the body of the Ihip the admiral loft, to make ufe of tlic iron ; 
and though it were not the hulk of that lliip, it mull be the remainder of fomc other 
wreck, carried thither by the wind and current from our parts. But be it wliat it 
will, they that day took neither the pan nor any thing elfe, but returned to their Ihips. 
The next day, tyhich was Tuefday the 5th of November, the admiral again fent two 
boats alhore, to endeavour to take fome body that might give him an account of the 
country, and inform 'him how far off, and which way Hifpaniola lay. Each of the 
boats brought back a youth, who agreed in faying they were not of that ifland, but of 
another called Borriquen (now St. John), and that the inhabitants of that ifland of 
Guadalupe were Caribbees or Canibals, and had taken them prifoners- from their OA\n 
ifland. Soon after the boats returning to Ihorc, to take up fome Chriftians they had 
left there, found fix women with them, who had fled to them from the Caribbees, and 
came of their own accord aboard the Ihips. The admiral to allure the iflanders, would 
not keep them aboard, but gave them fome glafs beads and bells, and made them be 
fet alhorc againft their wills. This was not done unadvifedly, for as foon as they 
landed, the Caribbees in the fight of the Chriftians, took away all the admiral had 
given them. Therefore either through the hatred they bore the Caribbees, or for the 
fear they had conceived of thofe people, awhile after, when the boats returned for 
wood and water, the faid women got into them, begging of the feamen to carry them 
aboard the lliips, and giving them to underftand by figns, that thofe people did eat men, 
and make Haves of them, and therefore they would not Hay with them. So that the 
men yielding to their entreaties, carried them back to the Ihips, with tw-o children and 
a young man that had made his efcape from the Caribbees, thinking it fafer to put 
themfelves into the hands of people they never faw, and fuch ftrangers to their nation, 
than to remain among thofe they knew to be wicked and cruel, and who had eaten 
their hulbands and children ; and they fay they do not kill and eat the women, but 
keep them as Haves. One of the women told them, that towards the fouth there were 
many illands, fome inhabited, others not, which botlr Ihe and the other women, feve- 
rally called Gfamachi, Cairvaco, Huino, Buriari, Arubeira, Sixibei.* Btit the conti- 
nent, which they faid was very great, both they and the people of Hifpaniola called 
Zuanta, becaufe in former times canoes had come* from that land to barter, with 
abundaifceof lads, of whom they faid there were two-thirds in ait ifland not far diftant ; 
and they alfo faid, that a king of that country whither they fled, was JJone with ten 
great canoes, and three hundred men, to make incurfipns into the neighbouring iflands, 
and take people to eat. • The fame women gave information where the ifland Hlfpa- 

4 niola 



LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 


6l 


niola lay j for though the admiral had inferted it in his fea-chart ; yet for his farther 
information, he would hear what the people of that country faid of it. He would im- 
mediately have failed that way, had he not been told, that one Captain Mark was gone 
afliore with eight men, without his leave, before day, and was not yet returned. He 
was therefore forced to fend out to look for him^ though in vain ; for by reafon of 
the great thicknefs of the trees, there could be no difcovering of them. Therefore 
the admiral, that they might not be loft, or be obliged td leave a (hip behind to take 
them in, which might afterwards mifs her way to Hifpaniola, refolved to ftay there 
till the next day ; and becaufe the country, as has been faid, was full of great wgods, 
he ordered them to be fought after again, and that they Ihould carry trumpets and 
mulkets to bring them to the noife. Theie people having ftrayed all that day, re- 
turned to their fliips without finding or hearing any news of them. The admiral 
therefore feeing it was now Thurfday morning, and no news had been heard of tl\ein 
fince Tuefday, and that'they went without leave, refolved to continue his voyage, or at 
leaft make fliew of fo doipg, that it might be a punilhment to others, but at the in- 
treaty of fome of their kindred and friends, he ftayed, and ordered the fhips Ihould in 
the mean while take in wood and water", and the men walli their linen j and fent Cap- 
tain Hojeda, with forty men, to look for thofe that were ftrayed, and pry into the na- 
ture ’©f the country, where he found maftick, aloes, fandal, ginger, frankincenfe, and 
fome trees in tafte and fmell like cinnamon, abundance of cotton, sftid many falcons, 
and faw two of them purfuing the other birds ; they alfo faw kites, ‘herons, daws, turtles, 
partridges, geefe, and nightingales, and affirmed that in travelling fix leagues, they crofled 
twenty-fix rivers, feveral whereof were vail deep, which makes me believe, that the coun- 
try being uncohth, they often croffed the fame river. Whilft thefe were admiring at 
what they faw, and other companies went about the iiland, feeking the ftragglers, they 
returned to the lliips without being met by any that looked for them, on Friday the 8th 
of November, faying the thicknefs of the woods was the caufe they had loft themfelves. 
The admiral to puniffi their prefumption, commanded the captain to be call into irons, 
and the reft to fuffer by retrenching their allowance of provifiqns. Then he landed 
and went to fome 'loufes, where he faw all the things above-mentioned, efpecially a 
great deal of*cotton fpun and unfpun, looms to weave, abundance of men’s Ikulls hung 
up, and bafkets full of mens’ bones. Thefe houfes they faw were the bed, and more 
plentifully ftored with prgvifions and other things needfary for the ufe of the Indians, 

than any others the admiral faw in the illands at his nrft voyage. 

• • 

QHAP. XLVIll. — How the Admiral dcpaltcd from the IJland Guadalupe., and of fome 
• IJlands he found in his Way, 

• ON Sunday the loth of November the admiral weighed anchor, and failed with the 
whole fleet along the coaft of the ifland Guadalupe, towards the north-weft for Hif- 
paniola, and came to the ifland Monferatte, calling it by that name, becaufe of its 
height, an^ underftood by the l!ldians he had with him, that the Caribbees had uifpeo- 
pled it, devoul-ing the inhabitants. Thence he proceeded to St. M[^ry Redonda, fo 
called becaufe it'is fo round and upright, that there feems to be no getting into it with- 
out ladders, which the Indians called ocamaniro. Next he came to St. Maria la An- 
tigua, which is above twenty-eight leagues in extent. Still holding on«his courfe. 
north-weft, there appeared feveral other illands towards the north, and lying noTth-weft 
^d fouth-eaft, all very high and full of woods, in one of which they call anchor, and 
called it St. Martin, where they took up pieces of coral, tUcjjiing to the anchor flooks, 

which 
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which made them hope they ftiould find other ufeful things in thofe countries. Tl^ough 
the admiral was very defirous to know every thing, yet he refolved to hold on his 
courfe towards Hifpaniola to relieve thofe he had left there *, but the weather being bad, 
he came to an anchor on Thurfday die 13th of November in an ifland, where he 
ordered fome Indians to be taken, 'to know whereabouts he was. As the 'boat w;as 
returning to the fleet with four women and three children the men had taken, it met 
a canoe, in which there were* four men and one woman, who perceiving they could not 
make their efcape, flood upon their guard, and hit two of the Chrifllans with their 
arrqws, which they let fly with fuch force and dexterity, that the woman fhot a target 
quite through ; but the boat furioufly boarding, the canoe overfet, fo that they took 
them all fwimming in the water, and one of* them fwimming, fliot feveral arrows, as if 
he had been upon dry land. Thefe had their members cut ofl', for they are taken by 
the Caribbees in other iflands and gelt, as we do to fat capons, that they may be more 
pleafing to the tafte. The admiral departing hence, continued his voyage weft-north- 
weft, where he found above fifty iflands, W'hicli he left to the northward ; the biggefl 
of them he called St. Urfula, and the others the ]"Jeve,n thoufand Virgins. Next he 
came to the ifland which he called St. John Baprifl, but the Indians, Borriquen, and the 
fleet anchored in a bay on the well fide of it, where tliey took feveral forts of lifh, as 
ikate, olaves, pilchards, and fliads, and faw falcons, and bullies like wild vines. ’Alore 
to the eaflward, ‘fome Chriftians went to certain houfes well built after their fafhion, 
with a fquare before them, and a broad road down to the Tea, with towers made of cane 
on both fides, and the top of them curioufly interwoven wiili greens, as is feen in the 
gardens of Valencia. At the end of it next the fea, was a raifed gallery or balcony that 
could hold ten or twelve people, lofty and well liuilt. 

CHAP. XLIX. — How the AdmiraJ arrived at H'lfpanhJii^ wh.vc he imdcrjlood lb. 

Spaniards vuere dead. 

ON Friday the 12th of November the admiral came up wirli the noi th fide of llif- 
paniola, and prefently fent afhore at Samana one of the Indians liorn in tliat part, whom 
he brought out of Spain, being then converted to our holy faith, who olFered to reduce 
all the Indians to fubmit to the Chrifllans. 'I'iie admiral continuing liis voyage towards 
the town of Natal, or the Nativity, when he came to cape A,ngel, fome Indians went 
aboard to barter their commodities with the Chrifllans. Coming to an anchor in the 
port of Monte Chriflo, a boat that went afliOrc found near a river two dead men, one of 
them feemed to be young, the other oldj u ho had a nipe made of a certain fort of 
broom, or fuch like furze that grows in Spain, called cfparto, about his neck, his anus 
extended, and his hands tied to a piece of wood, in the form of a crefls ; but they could 
not difeern whether they were Chrillians or Indians, but looked upon it as an ill omen.' 
The next day, being the 26th of November, the admiral fent afliore in feveral places ; 
the Indians came very friendly and boldly to talk with the Chriftians, and touching our 
men's fhirts and doublets, faid, fhirt, doublet, in Sjfanifh, to fhew they tacw how 
thofe things were called ; which delivered the admii-al from the jcalouVy he had con- 
ceived on account of the dead men ; judging that if thofe people Had wronged the 
Chriftians left there, they had not come fo boldly aboard the (hips. But the next day, 
,when he c^me to an anchor near the town of Navldad, or the Nativity, aftec midnight, 
a canoe'“came to the fleet, and afked for the admiral, and being bid to come aboard, 
for he was there, they would^not do it, faying they were refolved not to go aboard fill 
they faw and knew him. ,The admiral therefore was forced to come to the fhip’s fide 

to 
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to hear them, and then prefently two went up with two malks, which they gave to the 
admiral, from the Cacique Guacanagari, faying, he fent many commendations. They 
being aflted by the admiral’conceming the Chriftians left there, anfwered, that fome 
of them died of diftempers, fome parted from their company, and fome were gone into 
other countries ; but that all of them had four of five wives, though it appeared by 
th’eir way of fpeaking that all or moft of them were dead; yet the admiral not think- 
ing fit to take any notice at that time, fent back the Indians, with a prefent of fome 
things made of laiten, and other baubles for Guacanagari and themfelves, and fo they 
went away that fame night, with the gifts for the Cacique. 


CIIAP. L. — How the Admiral went to the Town of Navidad, or the Nativity ; found 
it forfaken and burnt , and had an Interview with King Guacanagari, 

9 

ON Thurfday the 28th of November, about evening, the admiral with all his fleet 
came into the port, before the town of Navidad or the Nativity, found it all burnt, and 
that day nobody was feen all about there : next day in the morning, the admiral landed 
very much concerned to fee the houfes and fort burnt, and nothing left belonging to the 
C^hriilians, but only ragged cloaths and fuch like things, as is ufual in a place plundered 
and defliroycd ; and feeing nobody to inquire of, the admiral went witlf fome boats up 
,a river that was hard by. Whilfl he was going up it, he ordered the well he had made 
in the fort to be cleanfed, thinking to find gold in it ; becaufc at his going away, 
fearing what might happen, he commanded thofe he left behind to throw all the gold 
they could get ipto that well, but nothing was found in it,; and the admiral that way 
he went up with his boats could lay hold of no Indian, becaufe they all fled from their 
houfes to the woods. Having therefore found nothing but fome of the Chriftians* 
cloaths, he returned to Navidad, where he faw eight of the Chriftians, and three others, 
in the fields near the town, whom they knew to be Chriftians by their cloaths, and they 
ieemed to have been dead about a month. The Chriftians going about to feek fome 
other tokens or writings of the dead, a brother of the Ckicique Guacanagari, came wdth 
fome Indians to talk with the admiral. Thefc could fpcak fome words of Spanilh, and 
knew the names of all the Chriftians that had been left there, and faid that thofe 
Spaniards foon began to fall at variance among themfelves, and to take every one what 
gold and ;us many women as they could ; whereupon Peter Gutierres and Efcovedo 
killed one James, and then they and nine cvlhers went away with •their women to a 
cacique, wliofe name was Caunabo, who was Jord of the mines, and killed them all ; 
tlieq many days after came with a great many men to Navidad, where there was only 
Jainos dc Arana, with ten men who had remained with him to guard the fort, all tht- 
r< ft being difperfed about the ifland. The Cacique Caunabo coming up by night, 
fired till* houfes where the Chriftians lived with their women, for fear whereof they fled 
to the fea, where eight of them were drowned, and three died aftiore, whom they 
Ihewed. That Guacanagari hiinfel/, fighting with Caunabo in defence of the Chriftians, 
was wounded»and^ed. This account agreed with that given by other Chriftians, font 
by the admiral to k^arn more of the country, who went to a town where Guacanagari 
lay ill of a wound, which he faid«had hindered him from waiting on the admiral, and 
* giving him an account of what was become of the Chriftians ; among whom be faid, 
foon alter the admiral returned for Spain, there begun to be diflenfion, and every'one 
would barter gold for himfelf, and take what women he thought fit ; and not fatisfied 
with^vhat Guacanagari gave and ‘allowed to be given them,* they divided into feveral 
parcels, and difperfed fome one way and fome another, and that fome Bifcainers join* 
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ing together, went where they were all killed ; and this was the truth of what had 
pened, which they might tell ithe admiral, defiring him by thofe fame Chriilians, that 
he would go fee him, becaufe he was in fuch a condition that he could not leave liis 
houfe. The admiral did fo, going the next day to vifit him, and he with great fignsof 
forrow, told him all that had happened, as has been related above, and that he and his 
men had been all wounded in defence of the Chriftians, as appeared by their wounds, 
which were not given by Chriftian arms, but with aragayas, or wooden fwords, and 
arrows pointed with fifli-bones. This difcourfe being over, he prefented the admiral 
with eight firings of fmall beads, made of white, green, and red fiones, a firing of 
gold beads, a regal crown of gold, and three little calabalhes full of gold fand j all 
which might be about four marks weight* in gold, each mark being half a pound. 
The admiral in return, gave him abundance of our baubles, which might be worth three 
royals, (or is. 6d.) and were valued by him above a thoufand. Though he was very 
ill, he would needs go with the amiral to fee the fleet, where he was courteoufly enter- 
tained and much pleafed to fee the horfes, of which the Chriftians had before given 
him an account. And becaufe fome of thofe that \ycre dead had mifinformed him 
concerning our holy faith, the admiral was forced to inftruft him in it, and afterwards 
would have him wear an image of the Virgin Mary about his neck, which at firfi he had 
refufed to rcce|ve- . 

CHAP. LI. — Ho'iv the Admiral left the Colony of NaviJad, and went to found the City 

which he called Ifabella. 

THE admiral reflecting gn the difafter of thofe Chriftians, and his own misfortune 
at fea, having loft the men and fort afhorc, and his fliip upon the water, and that not 
far olF there were better and more commodious places to plant a colony ; on Saturday 
the 7th of December he failed with the w'hoie fleet caftward, and about evening caft 
anchor not far from the iflands of Monte Chrifio, and the next day at Monte Chrifto, 
among thofe feven low little iflands, whereof mention has been made already, which, 
though they are without trees, are neverthelefs plcafant ; for in that winter feafon, they 
there found flowers, and nefts with eggs, others with young birds, and all other things 
that are feen in fummer. Thence he went to anchor before a town of Indians, w here, 
refolved to plant a colony, he landed with all the men, provifions and utcnfils he brought 
aboard the fleet, in a plain near a rock, on which a fort might conveniently be built, 
where he built a town and called it Ifabella, in honour of Queen Ifabel or Elizabeth. 
This place was judged very convenient, forafmuch as the port w'as very large, though 
expofed to the north- wefi, and had a mofi delicate river a bow-fliot from it, from which 
canals of water might be drawm to run through the middle of the town, and beyond 
was a mighty open plain, from which the Indians faid the mines of Cibao were not 
very remote. « For thefc reafons the admiral W'as fo eager upon fettling the faid colony, 
that what with the fatigue endured at fea, and w'hat he here went through, he not only 
wanted time to write day by day what happened, according to his cufiom, but it happened 
he fell fick, yi^hich interrupted his writing from the i ith of December till the i2th of 
March in the year 1494. During which time, having ordered the affairs of the town 
the befi he could, for aflfairs abroad he fent one Alonzo de Hojeda, with fifteen men, 
to feek,,out the mines of Cibao. Afterwards on the 2d February, twelve fiiips of the 
fleet returned to Cafiille, under the command of one Captain Anthony de Torres, 
brother to Prince John’s nurfe, a man of great judgment and honour, and in whom 
Their Catholic Majefiies ind the admiral much confided. He had all in writing at 
large that had happened, as alfo the nature of the country, and what it required. Not 

long 
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■^long after Hodeja returned, and giving an account of his journey, faid, that the fecond 
day, afterrfie fet out for Ifkbella, he lay a.t the pafs of a mountain, which was very 
difficult of accefs, that afterwards, at every league’s diftance he found caciques, who 
had been very kind to him ; and continuing his journey the fixth day after he fet out,, 
he camb to the mines of Cibao, where the Indians immediately before him, took up 
gold in a fmall river, as they had done in many othcBS of the fame province, where 
he affirmed there was great plenty of gold. This news much rejoiced the ad- 
miral, who was then recovered of his ficknefs, and he rcfolved to go afliore, to ob- 
ferve the difpofition of the country', that he might the better know what was *fo be 
done. Accordingly on Wednefday the 12th of March 1494, he fet out from Ifabella 
for Cibao, to fee the mines, with all thc’people that were in health, both a foot an^ a 
horfcback, leaving a good guard in the two fliips and three caravals that remained of 
the fleet, and caufmg all the ammunition and tackle belonging to the other fliips to be 
put aboard his ow'ii, that none might rebel with them, as they had attempted to do 
whilft he was fick. Beeaufe many having gone that voyage, upoti the belief that as 
foon as they landed they might load themfelves w'ith gold, and fo return rich home 
(which gold wherefoever it is found requires time, trouble, and labour to gather it) ; 
the thing not falling out as they oxpeded, being therefore diflatisfied and offended, as 
alfo*t)ccaufe of the building of the new' town, and weary of the difeafes, the climate, 
and change of dietcaufed among them, they had privately confpi^ed to revolt from the 
admiral, and taking the fliips that remained by force to return in them to Spain. One 
Bernard de Pifa, who had been an officer of juftice at court, and went that voyage in 
the quality of their Catholic Majefties* comptroller, was the ring-leader and head of 
tliefe mutineers; therefore the admiral, when infoi mcd of it, would not punifli him any 
otherwife than by fecuring him aboard a fliip, with a defign to fend him af terwards into 
Spain, with his procefs drawn up, as well for mutinying as for having writ a fallb infor- 
mation againfl; the admiral, which he had hid in thefhip. Having therefore ordered all 
thefc affairs, and having left fotne perloiLs both at fea and afliore, together with his bro- 
ther D. Janies Colon, to look to and fecure the fleet, he let forwards tow’ards Cibao, car- 
rying along jvith him all the tools and ncccffarics to build a fort, to keep that province 
under, and fecure the Chriflians left there to gather gold againfl any attempts or defigns 
of the Indians. And the more to terrify them, and take away all hopes that they 
might do in the admiralV- prel'ence as they had done in his abfciice with Arana and the 
thirty-eight Chriflians left among them, l\e then carried along with him all the men 
he could, that they might in their own towns, fee and be fenfible of the power of the 
Chriflians, and be fenfible that whenfoever any wrpng v as done to one Angle man of 
ours travelling through the country, there was a force of men to chaflife it. i\nd to 
appear the more formidable, when he fet out for Ifabella and other towns, he made 
his men march with their arms in rank and file as is ufual in timc*of war, and with 
trumpets founding and colours flying. In his way, }ie marched along that river whicli 
lay abouLa mufket-fliot from Isabella ; and a league beyond, he croffed another Ids 
river, and*went to lie that night three leagues off, in a plain divided ii^o pleafant fields, 
reaching to the foot of a craggy hill, and about two bow-fliots high. This he called 
Puerto de los llidalgds, or the Gentleman’s Port (the Spaniards call paffes on moun- 
feins dry ports), becaufe I'ome gentlemen went before to order the road tq be made 
and this was the firft road made in the Indies, for the Indians make their wafs broad 
enough but for one man to pafs at a time. Beyond this pafs he came into a large plain, 
<iirer which he travelled five Ifeagues the next day, and wt;nt to lie near a great rivei’, 
which the men paffed upon floats and in canoes. This river, ‘which he called of Canes, 
VOL. xn. K ‘ fell 
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fell into the fea at Monte Chrifto. In his journey he paffed by many Indian towns, 
the houfes whereof were round, thatched, and with fuch a little door, that Hft who goes 
in muft ftoop very low. Here, as foon. as fome of the Indians brought from Ifabella 
went into the houfes, they took what .they liked belt, and yet the owners were not at 
all difpleafed ; as if all things were in common. In the like manner, the people of 
the country coming near to any Chriftian, would take from him what they thought fit, 
thinking our things had been as common as theirs. But they were foon undeceived, 
being told the contrary'. In their way they paffed over mountains mod pleafantly 
wooded, where there were wild vines, aloes, and cinnamon trees, and another fort that 
produces a fruit like a fig, and were valtly thick at the foot, but the leaves were like 
thofe of the apple tree. Of this fort of tree the fcammony is faid to come. 

CHAP. LIl. — How the Admiral came to the Province of CHjao, where he found the 
Gold Mines, and built the Cajlle of St. Thqmas. 

ON Friday the 14th of March, the admiral fet forward from the river of Canes, and 
a league and a half from it found a great river, which he called the River of Gold, 
becaufe in paffing it they gathered fome grains of gold. Having paffed it with fome 
difficulty, he proceeded to a large town, where many of the people fled to the moun- 
tains, but moll of them fortified their houfes, barring their doors with fome canes, as 
if that were a great defence to hinder any body from coming in ; for according to 
their cuftom, no man dares break in at the door he finds fo barred, forafmuch as they 
have no wooden doors, or other means to (hut themfelves in, and it feem/? thefe bars arc 
fufficient. Hence the admiral went to another fine river, which he called the Green 
River, the banks whereof were covered with bright round ftoncs, and there he refted 
that night. Holding on his Journey the next day, he paffed by fome great towns, 
where the people had put flicks acrofs their doors, like the others above-mentioned, 
and the admiral and his men being tired, they flayed that night at the foot of a rugged 
mountain, which he called Port Cibao, forafmuch as the province of Cibao begins 
beyond the mountain. From this the firfl mountain they paffed was eleven leagues 
diflant, all which diflance is a plain, and the way dircftly fouth. Setting out the next 
day, he travelled along a path, where they were forced, with much difficulty, to 
lead the horfes ; and thence he fent back fome mules W Ifabella to bring “bread 
and wine ; for they -began to want proviCons, and the journey was long, and they 
fuffered the more becaufe they were not -yet ufed to the Indian diet, as they are now 
who live and travel in thofe parts, who find the food of that country more cafy 
of digeftion and more agreeable to that country than what is carried from Europe, 
though it is not of fo great nourifhment. Thofe that went for provifions being 
returned, the admiral palling over the mountain on Sunday the 1 6th of March, en- 
tered the country of Cibao, which.is rough and flony, full of gravel, plentiful of grafs, 
and watered by feveral rivers, in which gold is found. , The further they went into this 
country, the more uncouth they found it, and encumbered with mountains, on the tops 
whereof there appeared grains of gold fand ; for as the admiral faicl, the great rains 
carry it down from the tops of the mountains to the rivers in fmall fand. This prg- 
.vince is as4big as Portugal, and there are in it abundance of mines, and gold in the 
brooks } but for the mofl part there are very few trees, and thofe along the banks of 
rivers, and are mofl of them pines and palms of feveral forts. Now Hojeda havmg, 
as was faid, travelled that country, the Indians had fome' knowledge of the ChriflianS' ; 
fo it happened, that whai way foever the admiral went, the faid Indians came out to 

the 
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ihfe road to meet him, with prefents of provifions, and fome fmall quantity of gold duft 
they had gathered, after they undcrftood they came for it. The admiral perceiving he 
was now eighteen leagues from Ifabella, and the country he had left behind very craggy, 
he ordered a fort to be built in a very pleafant and ilrong place, which he called the 
caftle of St. Thf'mas, to command the country about the mines, and to be a place of* 
fafety for the Chriftians that went thither, 'fhe command of this new fort he gave to 
D. Peter Margarite, a perfon of account, with fifty-fix men, among whom were work- 
men of all forts to build the caftle, which was built with clay and timber, that being 
a fufficient ftrength to keep oilt any number of Indians that Ihould come againft it. 
Here breaking ground to lay the foundation, and cutting a rock to make the ditches, 
when they were got two fathoms below the ftone, they round nefts made of hay and 
ftraw, and inftead of eggs, three or four round ftones as big as oranges, as artificiaily 
made as if they had bepn cannon-balls ; and in the river that runs at the foot of* that 
hill the caftle now ftands upon, they found ftones of feveral colours, fome of them 
large, of pure marble, and others of jafper. 

CHAP. LIII. — Hoiv the Admiral returned to Ifabella, and found that Soil uoat very 
\ fruitful. 

• 

THE admiral having given orders for the finilhing and fortifying of the caftle, fet 
out for Ifabella on Priday the 21ft of March, and near the Greeii River met the mules 
going with provifions, and not being able to ftay there, becaufe of the great rains, he 
ftayed there, finding the provifions to the fort. Afterwards endeavouring to find the 
ford of that river and of the river del Oro, w'hirh L bigger than Ebro, he ftayed fome 
days in thofe Indian towns, eating their bread and garlic, which they gave for a finall 
matter. On Sunday the 29th of March he came to Ifabella, w’here melons were already 
grown fit to eat, though it was not above two months fince the feed was put into the 
ground. So cucumbers came up in twenty days, and a wild vine of that country being 
pruned, had produced grapes which were good and large. 'I’he next day, being the 
30th of March, a countryman gathered ears of wheat he had fown at the latter end of 
January. There were alfo vetches, but much bigger than thofe they fowed ; and all 
they fowed fprung up above ground in three days, and the twenty-fifth day they eat of 
it. The ftones of fruit fet in the ground fprouted out in feven days, and the vine 
branches fhot out in the fame time, and in twenty-five days after they gathered green 
grapes. The fugar-canes budded in feven days, which proceeded from the tempera- 
ture of the climate, not unlike to that of our country, fo’* it was rather cold than hot ; 
befides, that the waters there arc very cold, thin, and wholcfome. The admiral was 
well enough pleafed with the air, the foil, and the people of the country. On I'uefday 
(he tft of April there came a meflenger from fort St. Thomas, who brought news that 
the Indians of that country fled, and that a cacique, whofe name was Caunabo, was 
preparing to come and attack tl^e fort. The admiral knowing how inconfidcrablc? the 
people ot that qountry were, made little account of that report, efpecially a)nfiding in 
the horfes, by wjiom the Indians were afraid to be devoured, and therefore were fo 
much afraid that they durft «ot go into any houfe where a horfe ftood. However 
the admiral thought fit to fend more men and provifions, confidering that fince he 
defigned to -go and difeover the continent with three cftravals he had left h’lmj it was’ 
fit ail things fliould remain quiet behind. Therefore on Wednefday the 2d of April 
he fent feventy men, with protfifions and ammunition to the fort, twenty-five of which 
were to keep guard, and the others help to make another r«ad, the firft being very 

K 2 troublefome. 
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iroublefome, as were the fords of the rivers. Thefe being gone, whilft the flilps Vfite' 
fitted to go upon the new difcovery, he attended to order all things neceflary for the 
town he was building, dividing it into ftreets, with a convbnient market-place, and 
endeavouring to bring the river to it along a large cut canal ; for which reafon he alfo 
'made a dam that might ferve the mills, becaufe the town being almoft a cannon-lhot 
from the river, the people woijld have been troubled to fetch water fo far, efpecially 
then when moft of them were very weak and indifpofed, by reafon of the lharphefs 
of the air, whah did not agree with them ; fo that fome were fick, and had no other 
Spaniffi provifions but bifeuit and wine, by 'reafon of thfeill management of the captains 
of the Ihips, as alfo becaufc in that country nothing keeps fo well as in Spain. And 
though they had plenty of the country provifions, yet not being ufed to that food it 
did not agree with them. Therefore the admiral had refolvcd to leave but three hun- 
dred men in the illand and to fend the rclt into Spain, which npmber, confidering the 
nature of the ifland, and of the Indies, he knew was fuflicient to keep that country in 
fubjeofion to Their Catholic Majeftics. In the mean while, bccaufe the bifeuit grew 
towards an end, and they had no flour but w'heaf, he.refolved to make fome mills, 
though there was no fall of water fit for that jjurpofe within a league of the town ; at 
which work, and all others, he was forced to {land over the w'orktncn, they all endea- 
vouring to fave tl|]femfelves from any labour. After that, he rcfolved to fend out all 
the people that were in health, except handicraft-men and artificers, to the royal plain, 
that travelling about the country they might pacify it, (trike a terror into the Indians, 
and by degrees be ufed to their food, fince they daily felt more want of that of Spain. 
Hojeda was fent to command thefe men till they came to St. Thomas’s, there to deliver 
them to D. Peter Margarite, who was to lead them about the illand, and Hojeda him- 
felf to command in the fort ; he having taken the pains the winter before to difeover 
that province of Cibao, which in the Indian language fignifies ftony. Hojeda fet out 
from llabella on Wednefday the 29th of April, towards St. Thomas’s with all the 
aforefaid men, being above four hundred, and having paflTed the river del Oro, appre- 
hended the cacique that lived there, and a brother and nephew of his, fending them in 
irons to the admiral, and cut olf the cars of one of his fubjccls, in the great place of 
his town, becaufe three Chriflians coming from St. Thomas to Ifabclla, this cacique 
gave them five Indians to carry their cloaths over the river at the ford, and they being 
come to the middle of the river, returned to their town with them, and the cacique 
inftead of punifhing them, took the cloaths for himfelf, refufing to reftore them. 
Another cacique who dwelt beyond the fiver, relying on the fervice he had done the 
Cihrifiians, refolvcd to go with the prifoncrfe.to Ifabella, and intercede with the admiral 
for them, who entertained him courtcoufly, and ordered that the other Indians, with 
their hands bound, Ihould be publicly fentenced to die in the market-place ; which 
the honeft cacique feeing, he with many tears obtained their lives, promifing they 
Ihould never be guilty of any other offence. The admiral having difeharged them all, 
a man a horfcback came from St. Thomas’s, and gave an account, that he had found in 
that fame cacique who had been prifoner in his town,'five Chriflians taken by his fub- 
je£ls as they werb coming for Ifabella, and that he frightening the Indians with his horfe 
had releafed them, above four hundred men running away from him, of whom he 
wounded two in the purfuit ; and that when he had palled the river, he faw they turned 
'upon the fSid Chriftians, whereupon he made as if he would go back againfl: them, but 
they for fear of his horfe all ran away, left the horfe Ihould fly over the river. 
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CHAP. LIV. — How the Admiral fettled the Affairs of the I/lanJy and went to difcover 

(^aba^ fuppqftng it to the Continent. 

THE *adniiral being refolved to go out to difco^cr the continent, appointed a council 
td govern the ifland in his abfence ; the perfons it conlifted of were D. James Colon, 
his brother, with the title of prefident, F. Boyl, and P^ter Fernandez Coronell, regents, 
Alonfo Sanchez de Carvajal, reftor of Bacca, and John de Luxan of Madrid, gentlemen 
to Their Catholic Majefties. And that there might not want meal for fupport sf the 
people, he haftened the building of the mills, not with (landing the rain and flood very 
much obftrufted it. From thefe rains, the admiral fays, proceeds the great moiflure, 
and confequenjjy the fruitfulnefs of the iiland, which is fo wonderful, that they eat 
fruit of the trees in November, when they were blolToming afrclli, which fliews that 
they bear twice a year. But herbs and feeds grow at all times, and fo they find on 
the trees, nefts with eggs, and young birds. As the fruitfulnefs of the foil appeared 
extraordinary, fo they daily received frefh advices of the wealth of the country ; for 
fome of thofe the admiral had fent out were always returning with news of new mines 
difeovered, befides the relation of the Indians concerning the great plenty of gold found 
in fetfcral parts of the ifland. The admiral not fo fatisfied, refolvcd,to go out to dif- 
oover along the coafl; of Cuba, not knowing whether it was an ifland or continent. 
Therefore taking three fliips along with him, he fet fail upon Thurfday the 2.^th of 
April, afternoon, and came to an anchor that day at Monte Chrifto, wed of Ifabclla. 
On Friday he went to Guacanagari's port, thinking to find him there, but he feeing the 
fliips fled for fe^r, though his fubjefts falfely affirmed heVould foon return. But the 
admiral not caring to (lay without great caufe, departed on Saturday the 26th of April, 
and went to the ifland I’ortuga, wdiich lies fix leagues to the weftward : he lay by it 
that night, in a calm with his fails abroad, the tide running back againft the currents. 
Next day the north-weft winds and currents fetting from the weft, obliged him to go 
back to an anchor in the river of G uadalquivcr, which is in the fame ifland, there to 
wait for a w’ind that would ftem the current, which both then, and the year before he 
found to run Itrong there toward the eaft. On Tuefday the 29th of the fame mouth,, 
the wind being fair he came to cape St. Nicholas, and thence eroded over to the ifland 
of Cuba, running along the foath coaft of it, and having failed a league beyond Cabo 
Fuerte, put into a large bay which he called Puerto Grande, or great port, the mouth 
whereof was one hundred and. fifty pasces over, and had much water. Here he call 
anchor, and took fome refrelhment of broiled fi(h and oyf^ers, whereof the Indians had 
grqat (lore. On the 1 ft of May he continued his voyage along the coaft, where he found 
commodious harbours, fine rivers, and high mountains. Upon the fca, after he left 
Tortuga, he met abundance of the weeds he faw on the ocean, in his voyage to and 
from Spain. He failing elofe along the fhore, abundance of people came aboard in their 
canoes from the ifland, thinking our men w'erc come down from heaven, bringing of 
their bread,, water, and fifli, antf giving it all freely, without afking any thing for it j 
but the admiral,* to fend them home well pleafed, ordered they Ihould^e paid, giving', 
them beads, bells,* and fuch. likt* baubles. 


* CHAP. LV . — The admiral difeovers the Ifland of Jamaica', 

PN Saturday, the 3d of May, the admiral refolved tb fail over from Cuba to Xa- 
niaica, that he might not leave it behind, without knowing whether the report of fuch 
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plenty of jjold they heard there was in it proved true, arid the wind being fair, aqd he 
almoft half way over, difeowipjed it on Sunday. Upon Monday he came to an anchor, 
and thought it the beautifullefl: of any he had yet feen in the Indies, and fuch mul- 
titudes of people in great and fniall canoes came aboard, that it was aftonifhing. The 
next day he ran along the coall to find out harbours, and the boats going to ipund tlie 
mouths of them, there came (JUt fo many canoes and armed men, to defend the country, 
that they we^p forced to return lo the fhips, not fo much for fear, as to avoid falling to 
enmity with thofe people. But afterwardvS, confidering that if^heyfhewed figns of 
fear, the Indians would grow proud upon it, they returned together to the port, which 
the admiral called Puerto Bueno, that is. Good Harbour. And becaufe the Indians 
came to drive them off, thofe in boats gave" them fuch a flight of arrows from their 
crqfs-bows, that fix or feven of them being wounded, they retired. 'Hie fight ending 
in this manner ; there came abundance of, canoes from the neighbouring places in a 
peaceable manner, to fee and barter provifions, and feveral things they brought, and 
gave for the lead trifle that was offered them. In this port,*which is like a horfe-flioe, 
the admiral’s fliip was repaired, it being leaky ; and that done, they fet fail on Friday 
the 9th of May, keeping fo clofc along the coall wcflward that the Indians followed in 
their canoes to trade, and get foraething of ours. The wind being fomewhat contrary, 
the admiral coultl not make fo much way as he wifhed, till on Tuefday the I'-jth of 
May he refolved to (land over again for Cuba, to keep along its coall, dcfigning not , 
to return till he had failed five or fix hundred leagues, and were fatisfied whether it 
was an ifland or continent. That fame day, as he was ge'ing oil from Jamaica, a very 
young Indian came aboard, faying he would come into Spain, and ^ifter him came 
feveral of his kindred and other people in their canoes, earnellly intreating him to go 
back, but they could never alter his refolution ; and therelbrc to avoid feeing his fillers 
cry and fob, ne went where they could hot come at him. 'I'he admiral, admiring his 
refolution, gave order that he fhould be ufed with all civility. 


CHikP. INI. — The Admiral from Jamaica returns to the coajl of Cuba,Jlill thinking it 

to he the Continent. 

THE admiral leaving Jamaica, on Wednefday the 14th of May came to that point 
of Cuba, which he called Cabo de Santa Cruz, or Cape Holy Crofs, and running along 
the coaft, there happened a great ftorm of thunder and lightning, which together with 
the flats and currents, put him in no fmalfdanger^and to very much trouble, being obliged 
at the fame time to flrugglc againfl thefc two evils, which required contrary remedies } 
for it is a proper remedy againft thunder to llrike the fails, and it was requifite 
to fpread them to avoid the flats, and had this calamity lalled for eight or ten leagues 
it had been znfupportable. But the worft of it was, that all over that fca, both north 
an4 north-eaft, the further they went the more low little iflands they met with, and 
though there were trees in feme of them, yet others»were fandy, and fcarce appeared 
above the furface of the water, feme a league, feme more and fomc Jefs nn compafs. 
True it is, that the nearer they failed to Cuba, the higher and pleafanter the little 
iflands appeared ; and being a matter of difficulty, aftd to rt6 purpofc, to give every 
one o^them a name, the admiral called them all m general Jardin de la Reyna, the 
Queen’s Garden. But as many iflands as he faw that day, he faw many more and 
bigger the next day than hq had before, and not only to the north-eaft, but north-weft 
and fouth-weft ; infomujh that they counted one hundred and fixty iflands that day,* all 
parted by deep channel^, which the fhip failed through. In feme of thefe iflands they 
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faw abundance of cran^, in fliape and bignefs like thofe of Spain, but that they were 
as refl as fcarlet.^ In others they found abundance of to^^oifes, and of their eggs, not 
unlike a hen’s, but that th^ fhells arq very hard. The rortcufes lay thefe eggs in a 
hole they make in the fand, and covering them, leave them till the heat of the fun 
hatches and brings forth the tortoifes, which in tirile grow as big as a buckler, or great 
tafget. fii thefe illands they alfo faw crows and cranes Ijke thofe of Spain, and fca- 
crows, and infinite nunibers of little birds that fung fweetly, and the very air was 
as fweet as if they h^d been among rofes and the fineft perfumes in tHI world ; yet 
the danger was very great, there being fuch abundance of channels, that much«tiine 
was fpent in finding the way out. In one of thefe channels, they fpied a canoe of 
Indian fifliermen, who very quietly, without the leall concern expeded the boat which 
was making towards them, and being come near, made a fign to them in it, tin 
they had done fifliing. Their manner of fifhing was fo ftrange and new to our men, 
that they were willing to comply with thenf ; it was thus : they had tied fome fmall 
filhes they call reves by the tail, which run themfelves againd: other filh, and with a 
certain roughnefs they have from the head to the middle of the back, »hey ftick fo 
fall to the next fifli they meet, that when the Indians perceive it, drawing their line, 
they draw them both together : and it was a tortoife our men faw fo taken by thofe 
filheriften, that filh clinging about the neck of if, where they generally faften, being 
by that means fafe from the other filh biting them, and have feen them faften upon 
*vaft lharks. When the Indians in the canoe had taken their tortoife, and two other filhes 
they had before, they prefently came very friendly to the b6at, to know what our 
men would have, and by their diredions went along aboard the fhips, where the ad- 
miral treated them very courteoufly, and underftooJ by them, that there was an in- 
finite multitude of illands in that fca ; and they freely gave all they had, though the 
admiral would fuller nothing to be taken of them but the filh, the reft being their 
nets, hooks, and calabalhes full of water to drink. Having given them fome fniall 
trifles, they went away very well pleafed, and he held on his courfc with a defign not 
to do fo long, becaufe he began to want provifions already ; whereas, had he been well 
ftored, he thought not to have returned into Spain, but call about, though he was very 
much fpent, not only becaufe he fed ill, but alfo becaufe he had not llript or Itun in 
a bed ever fince he failed from Spain till the 1 9th of May, when he writ this, except 
eight nights, when he was much Indifpofed. And if he had much care upon him at 
other times, it was doubled this voyage, by reafon of the innum.erable quantity of 
illands, among which he was failing, which wer? fo many, that on the 20th of May he 
difeovered feventy-one, befides many mord he faw weft-fouth-weft at fun-fetting. 
Which illands or lands are not only frightful by their*multitude, appearing on all fides, 
but what is yet more terrible, is, that every night there rifes off them a great fog eaft- 
ward, fo difmal to behold, that it feems as if fome great Ihower of hail would fell, 
the thunder and lightning are fo violent ; but when the moon rifes it alt vanilhes, part 
of it turning to rain and wind, which is fo ufual and natural in that country, tha?it 
did not only happen all thofe nigffts the admiral was there, but I faw the fame in thofe 
illands in the yeai- 1503, in my return from the difeoveryof Veragua;*and generally 
here at night the wind is north,,coming off the ifland Cuba, and afterwards, when 
the fun is up, it comes about eaft, and follows the fun till it conijes to the weft. 
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CHAP. LVII.— Cy the great^aiiguc the i/idmiral iinderwep^ Jhillhg^Ktmong abundance 

xtf IJlands. * ^ 

THE admiral ftill holding on his £ourfe weftward, among infinite numbers of iflands, 
upon Thurfday the 22d of May came to an ifland fomewhat bigger than thexdft, whith 
he called St. Mary ; and landing at a town, there was in it, ipt one Indian would ftay 
to talk to th^ Chriftians, nor did they find any thing in the houfes but filh, which is all 
the food thofe peoplfe live on, and fcveral dogs like maftifls, wife eat fifli too. Thus 
without talking to any body, or feeing any thing remarkable, he failed away north-ealt, 
among abundance of iflands, in which there were many cranes as red as fcarlet, parrots, 
and other forts of birds, dogs like thofe before mentioned, and abundance of thofe 
weeds he faw on the ocean when he firft difeovered the Indies. Thus failing among 
fo many fands and iflands fatigued him v#ry much ; for fomctiines he was forced to 
Hand weft, fometimes north, and fometimes fouth, according as the channels would 
pernsit ; for notwithftanding his care in founding, and. keeping men upon the round 
top to look out, yet the (hip often touched, and there was no avoiding it, there being no 
end of the flats on all hands. Sailing on in this manner, he came agaiit to Cuba to take in 
water, whereofrfhey had much need. And though tliere was no town where they put 
in, bccaufe the place was wooded, yet one of the feamen that went afhore, going up 
among the trees with a .crofs-bow to kill foinc bird or beaft, found thirty people armed 
with Inch weapons as they ufc, that is fpears and flaves whic:h they wear inftead of 
fwords and call rnacanas. Among them he faid he faw one clad with a white coat, 
ora veft down to his knees, *and two that carried him had them ciowh to tlieir feet all 
three of them as white "as the Spaniards ; but that he had no talk with them, becaufe 
being afraid of fuch a number he began to cry out to his companions, and the Indians 
ran away without looking back. Though the admiral the next day font people afhore 
to know the truth of it, they could not travc -1 above half a league, becaufe of the 
thicknefs of the trees and bullies, and bccaufe all that coaft is boggy and muddy, 
for two leagues up the country, wlierc there are hills and mountains, fo that they 
only faw footfteps of fifhermen on the fliore, and abundance of cranes like thole 
in Spain, but bigger. Then failing about ten leagues weftward, they faw houfes 
on the fhore, from which fome canoes came with watei; and fuch things as tliofe 
pcdple eat, which. they brought to the Chriftians, who paid w'cll for them; and the 
admiral caufed one of. thofe Indians, to be flopped, telling him and the reft by his 
interpreters that he would let him go frebly home as foon as he had direfted^him^in his 
voyage, and given fomc account of that country. At which the Indian was very m'uch 
plealed, and aflured the admiral that Cuba w'as an ifland, and that the king or cacique 
of the weftern part of it, never fpokc to his fubjefts but by figns, by whom all . his 
orders were immediately obeyed ; that all that coaft was very low, and full of fmall 
ifhinds, which was found to be too true. The next day, being the i ith of June, to 
pafs from one channel to another, the admiral was forced to have the fhips towed over 
a flat, where tlicre was not a foot water, and all the breadth of it '^as not above two 
Ihips length. Bearing up clofer to Cuba, they faw fortoifes of a'vaft bignefs, and in 
fuch nufubers that they covered the fea. At break of day they faw fuch a cloud of 
fea-Clows that they darkened the fun, coming from the feaward to thq ifland, where 
they all lighted ; befidcs them, abundance of pigeons, and birds of other forts were 
feen, and the next day thdre came fuch fwarms of butterflies, that they darkened the 
air, and fefted till night, when the great rain carried them away. 
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CHAP. sX. VlIL— How , Admiral returns back fffipards Hifpaniola, 

ON Friday the 1 3th of June, the admiral pcrdeiving that the coaft of Cuba ran far 
weft, and that it was a matter of the greateft difficulty to fail that way, by reafon of the 
infinite mnltitude of iflands and fands that were on all fid^, and that he already began 
to want provifions, for which reafon he could not continue his voyage as he had in- 
tended, he refolved to return to the town he had began to build in Hifpaniola, and 
to furnifh hinifelf with wood and water; he anchored in the illand Evangelifta, which 
is thirty leagues in compals, and feven hundred from Dominica. Having provided 
himfelf with what he wanted, he direded hjs courfe fouthward, hoping to get out 
better that way ; and failing through the channel he faw looked cleareft, after failing:* 
a few leagues, found it Ihut up, which did not a little trouble and terrify the men feeing 
themfelves as it were hemnled in on all fides, and deftitute of provifions and all comfort.. 
But the admiral, who was wife and courageous, perceiving their faint-heartednefs, faid 
with a chearful countenance,' that he thanked God for forcing him back the fame way he 
came ; forafmuch as if they had continued their voyage that way they intended to go,^ 
it might perhaps have happened they might have run themfelves into fome place 
whcnco.it would have been hard getting out, and at a time when the^ had neither 
Ihips nor provifions to go back, which at prefent they could eafily do. Thus with 
great fatisfadtion of all the men, he returned to the ifland Evangelifta, where he had 
watered, and on Wednefday the a5th of June failed thence north-weft towards fome 
fmall iflands that appeared five leagues off. Going ftill a little forward be came into a 
fea fo patched with green and white, that it looked like one entire fand, though there 
was two fathoms water ; along which he failed feven leagues, till he met another fea^ 
as white as milk, which he much admired, the water being very thick. This fea 
dazzled the eyes of all that beheld it, and feemed to be all a Inoal, without water 
enough for the fhips, yet there were about three fathoms water. But when he had 
failed about four leagues upon that fea, he came into another fea as black as ink, and 
five fathoms deep, through which he held his courfe till he came up with Cuba. 
Thence ftanding to the eaftward, with fcant winds, through f arrow channels and 
flioals ; on the 30th of June, as he was writing his journal of the voyage, his Ihip run 
aground fo faft, that neither anchors nor other inventions being able to get it off,, 
it pleafed God it was drawm off a-head, though with fome damage becaufe of its beating 
on the fand. However, with God’s afliftance^hey got off at laft, arfd he failed on as 
the wind and ftioal-wafer would permit, alw'ay* fhrough a very white fea and two fau 
thorns deep, neither deeper nor fliallower, unlefs he came too clofe to fome of the 
fandsj where there was want of water. Befidei which trouble, every day about fun- 
fettjpg he was troubled with mighty fhowers, which rife in the mountains from the 
moraffes near the fea, which were a great fatigue to him, till he came clofe to Cuba 
towards the eaft, the way he came at firft. Thence, asihe had found before, came off 4 
moft fragrant feent, as it were of flewers. On the 7 th of July he landed to hear mafs, 
and there refortcd«to him an old cacique lord of that province, who was very atten- 
tive at mafs ; when* it was ended, by figns, and the beft he could exprels, he faid it 
, was very well done to give thanks to God, becaufe the foul which was good would 
go to heaven, and the body remain on earth, but that the wicked fouls muft . gg to 
hell. And among other things he faid, he had been in the ifland Hifpaniola, where 
he knew fome of the chief men ; .that he had been at Jamaicq, and a great way towards 
the \ffeft of Cuba, and that the cacique of that port was clad lik§ a prLft. 
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CHAP. LiX. — The great Hunger /tnd other Calamities the Admiral and his Men 
endured, and how he returned to Jamaica. 

I 

• # 

THE admiral failing thence on Wednefday the 1 6 th of July, ftill attended by 
terrible rains and winds, drew near to Cape Cruz in Cuba, where he was on a hidden 
aflaulted by fuch a violent rain and ftorm as bore his Ihip’s fide under water ; but it 
pleafed God they immediately ftruck all their fails, and dropped their bell anchors ; 
but they took in fo much water at the deck, that the men were not able to pump it 
out, efpecially in the condition they wero, being much fpent for want of provifioas : 

‘ for they eat nothing but a pound of rotten bifeuit a day, and about half a pint of wine, 
unlefs they happened to catch feme fiHi, which yet they could not keep from one day 
to the next, provifions in thofe parts being of a very flight nature, and becaufe the 
weather was always more inclinable to heat than in our countries ; and this want 
being common toall, the admiral in his journal Ipeaks thus concerning it : “I myfeli 
am at the fame allow’ance, God grant it may be to his honour, and for Your lligh- 
nefs’s fervice, for I fliall never again for my own benefit expofe myfolf to fuch fuffer- 
mgs and dangprs ; never a day palling, but 1 fee we are all upon the brink of^dcath.” 
In this danger and diftrefs he arrived at Cape Cruz the i8th of July, where he was 
friendly entertained by the Indians. 'I'hcy brought him abundance of cazabi, fo they 
call their bread made of roots grated, a great deal of lilh, ftore of fruit, and fuch other 
things as they eat. The wind being contrary to fail for Hirpaniula, he flood over to 
Jamaica on Wednefday the? sad day of July, and failed along \veflvva!«J clofe under the 
fhore, the country all along moft delightful and fruitful, with excellent harbours at 
every league diftance, and all the coafl full of towns, the people whereof followed the 
fhips in their canoes, bringing fuch provifions as they eat, and much better liketl by 
the Chriflians than that they found in the other iflands. The clinute, air, and weather 
was the fame as the reft ; for in this weflern part of Jamaica there gathered every even- 
ing a ftorm of rain which lafted about an hour more or his, which tlie admiral faid, 
he attributed to the great woods that wero in \hofe countru's, lor that lie knew this 
was ufual at firft in the Canary iflands, Madera, and the Azorc's ; whereas, now the 
woods are cut down tliat fhaded them, there arc not fo great ;md i'rcqucnt florins and 
rains as there were formerly. Thus the admiral failed on, 'though wirh contrary winds, 
which obliged him every night to take 'the fheltcr of the land, which ajipeared green, 
pleafant, fruitful, abounding in provifions, and fo populous that he thought none 
expelled it, efpecially near a bay which he called De las Vacas, b. caufe there are 'nine 
iflands clofe to the land, which he faid was as high as any he had fecn, and believed 
reached above the region where the florins bred, yet it is all peopled, very fruitful 
and pleafant. This ifland he judged to be eight hundred miles in compafs, and when 
^ully difeovered, computed it to be fifty leagues in length and twenty in breadth. 
Being much taken with its beauty, he had a great mind to flay there to be fully informed 
of the naturfc of it, but the great want of provifions wc mentioned) and the leakinefs 
of the veflbls would not permit. 'I’hercfore as loon as the wcalhcv was a little fair, he 
failed away eaftward, fo that on Tuefday the ipihof'Auguft he loft fight of that ifland, 
ftandiAg over direftly for Hifpaniola, and called the moft eaftward cape of Jamaica on 
the fouth coaft Cabo del Karol. 
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CHAP. LX. The Admiral difcovcrs the South Side of Hifpaniola^ till he returned Eajl 

• about the Town of Ifabella, 

ON Wednefday the 20th of Augufl the admiral had fight of the fouth fide of 
Hfpaniola, and called the firft point Cape St. Michael, which was thirty leagues diftant 
from the ealterlieft point of Jamaica, yet at prefent through the ignorance of the 
failors it is called Cape Tiburon. From thiJ’ cape on Saturday the 23d of Auguft there 
came aboard a cacique, who called the admiral by his name, and had fome Qther 
Spanilh words, by which he was convinced this was the fame land as Hifpaniola. At 
the end of Auguft he anchored in an iflandl which is called Alto Velo, and having loft 
fight of tlic otiic r two Ihips under his command, he caufed fome men to go afliore ia 
that little ifland, whence being very high they might fee a great way round ; but 
they difeovered none of fheir companions. As they were going aboard they killed eight 
fea-wolves, that lay alleep on the fand, and took abundance of pigeons and other 
birdu ; for that iiland not "being inhabited, nor thofe creatures ufed to fee men, they 
flood ilill to be killed with ftaves. The fame they did the two following days, waiting 
for tht“ Ihips that had been aftray ever fmee the Friday before, rill at the end of fi.x 
days ^ey came, and all three together went away to the illaad Beata twelve leagues 
diftanr from Alto Velo. Hence they pafled on coafting Hifpaniola, in fight of a delight- 
ful country, which was a plain running up a mile from the fea, lb populous that 
it feetned to be one continued town for a league in length. In which plain there 
appeared a lake five leagues long from call to weft. The people therefore of the 
country having fome knowledge of the Chriftans, came aboard in their canoes, bringing 
news that fome Spaniards from Ifabella had happened to come among them, and that 
they were all well, which much pleafed the admiral, and to the end they too might 
hear of his health and his company’s, and of his return, being fomewhat more towards 
the eaft, he font nine men to crofs the iiland, palfing by the forts of St. Thomas and 
the Magdalen to Ilabclla, and he with his three Ihips ftill keeping along the coaft 
caftward, lent tlie b.iats for water to a place, where a great town appeared. The 
Indians came ftut agaiiill them with bows andpoifoned arrows,’’ and with ropes in their 
hands, making ligus that tliey would bind the Chriftians they fliould take with them. 
But as foon as the boats came to the Ihore, the Indians laid down their arms, and 
offered to bring brettd and water, and all they had, alking in their language for the 
admiral. Gtiing hence they law in the fea a Hfh as big as a whale?, which on its neck 
had a great Ihell, like a tortoife,-and bore its head, which was as big as a hogfhead, 
above water, had a tail like a tunny filh, very long, and two large fins on the fides. 
’I'he admiral by this filh and other figns, perceiving there would be fome chaiig^ of 
weather, he foilght for fome harbour to fecure himfelf. And on the 1 5th of Septem- 
ber it pleafed God to Ihew' him an ifland, being near the eaft part of Hifpaniola, called 
by the Indians Adatnanai, and the weather being very ftonny, dropped anchor in the 
channel between it and Hifpaniola, dole to a final 1 iiland that lies between both, where 
that night hTe faw the eclipfe of the moon, which he laid varied five hoiM-s twenty-three 
minutes from Cadiz to the place where he was. This I fuppofc made the bad weather 
laft fo long, for he was forced fo lie dole in that very place till the 20th of the month, 
not without fear for the other fhips, which could not get in, but it pleafed G»d ip fave 
them. Being afterwards together again, on the 24th of September they failed to the 
moft eafterly point of Hifpaniolj, and thence pafled over tt^ a little ifland lying between 
HITpaniola and St. John de Borriquen, called by the Indians hjona. From this iflami 
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the admiral does not continue the journal of his -voyage, nor docs he fay how he return- 
ed to Ifabella, but only that going from Mo^ to St. John, the great toil he had 'gone 
through, his own weaknefs and want of provifions caft him into a dangerous difeafe 
between a peftilential fever and a lethargy, which prefeiitly deprived him of all his 
fenfes and memory. Whereupon trill the men aboard the ihips refolved to d^hll from 
the defign he had in hand of difcovering all the iflands of the Caribbees, and to retuc n 
to Ifabella, where they arrived in five days, on the 29th of September, and there it 
pleafed God to reftorc his health, though his ficknefs laded above five months, which 
was .attributed to the great fufferings he had gone through during that voyage, and to 
his extraordinary weaknefs ; for fometimes he had not fleep three hours in eight 
days, which feems almod impolHble, were not he himfelf and his men witneffes of 
the truth of it. 

CHAP. LXI. — How the Admiral fubdued the JJland Hi/paniola^ and took fuch Order 

thafthey might not revolt again. 

THE admiral returning to Hifpaniola from the difcovery of Cuba and Jamacia, 
found there his brother Bartholomew Colon, who, as was faid before, had been 
fent to treat with the King of England about the difcovery of the Indies. He return- 
ing to Spain wiEh the grant of his demands, underdood at Paris, by Charles King 
of France, that the admiral his brother had difeovered the Indies, and he fupplied 
him with one hundred crowns to proceed on his journey. Upon this news he made 
all the hade he could to overtake the admiral in Spain \ yet when he came to Sevil, 
his brother was fet out for the Indies with feventeen fail. Therefore to .fulfil^ the ordere 
he had left him at the beginning of the year 1494, he went away to^ Their Catholic 
Majedies, carrying me and my brother D. James Colon to ferve Prince John as his 
pages, as had been appointed by the Queen, who was then at Valladolid. As foon as 
we came thither. Their Majedies fent for D. Bartholomew Colon, and fent him to 
Hifpaniola with three fhips, where he ferved fome years, as appears by a manufeript 
1 found among his papers, in which are thefe words. “ I ferved as captain from the 
14th of April 1494 till the lath of March 1496, when the admiral fet out for Spain, 
and then 1 began to ad as governor till the 24th of Augud 1498, when the admiral 
returned from the difcovery of Paria, when I again ferved as captain till the iith 
of December 1 500, when I returned to Spain.” But to rbtum to the admiral : he 
returning from Cuba made him governor of the Indies, though afterwards there arofe 
a controverfy on this account, becaufe. Their Catholic Majedies faid they had not 
granted the admiral power to appoint any fuch. But to decide this difference Their 
HigMteffes granted it a new, and fo for the future he was called Adelantado, that is, 
lieutenant of the Indies. 

The admiral having the aflidance and advice of his brother, took fome red, and 
liv^ed in quiet, though on the other fide he met with trouble enough, as well from 
his ficknefs, as becaufe he found almod all the Indians had revolted, through the 
fault of D. Peter Margarite, of whom we fpoke above. He, though obliged to refpeO: 
and honour him that at his departure for Cuba had left him the command of three 
hundred and fixty foot and fourteen horfe, to travel over the idand, and reduce it 
under the obedience of Their Catholic Majedies and the Chridians, and particularly 
the province of Cibao, whence the chief profit was expefted, yet did all things fo much 
to the contrary, that as foop as the admiral was gone, he went with all his men to the 
great plain called Vega ^eal, ten leagues from Ifabella^ without dirring to over-iun 
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and reduce the ifland. Hence there enfued difeord and fa£^ions at Ifabella ; he endea- 
vouring that thofe of the council inftituted by the admiral, fhould obey his orders, 
fending them very infolent letters, till perceiving he could not fucceed in his defign of 
getting the -whole command into his hands, rather than (lay the coming of the admiral, 
who would call him in queftion for his behaviour,* he went aboard the firft Ihips that 
came from Spain and returned in them, without giving any account of himfelf, or any 
ways difpoHng of the men left under his command. Upon this every one went away 
among the Indians where he thought fit, taking away their goods and their women, 
and committing fuch outrages that the Indians refolved to be revenged on thofe the^ 
found alone or ftraggling ; fo that the Cacique of the Magdalen, whofe name was Guati- 
guana, had killed ten, and privately ordered a houfe to be fired in which there were 
eleven fick. But he was fevercly punilhed when the admiral returned ; for though ' 
he himfelf could not be taken, yet fome of his fubjefts were made prifoners and fent 
into Spain in four (hips, Antony de Torres brought on the 24th of February 1495. 
Six or feven more, who in other parts of the iiland hid done harm to the Chrillians 
fuffered for it. The caciques had certainly killed many, and would have deftroyed 
more, but the admiral came in time to curb them all, who found the ifland in fuch 
diforder, that moft of the Chriftians committed a thoufand infolencies, for which they 
were iportally hated by the Indians, who refufed to fubmit to them. It, was no difficult 
matter for them all to agree to caft off the Spanilh yoke ; bccaufe, as has been faid, 
•there were four principal Kings or caciques, to whom all the others were fubjefl:. The 
names of thofe four were Caunabo, Guacanagari, Behcchico, and Guarionex ; and each 
of thefe had under him feventy or eighty other little lords j not that they paid tribute 
or gave any thing, but were obliged, whenfoever cabled Upon, to aflift them in their 
wars and till the ground ; but Guacanagari, one of thefe who was lord of that part of 
the ifland where the town of the Nativity had been built, continued a friend to the 
Chriftians. As foon therefore as he heard of the admiral’s coming, he went to vifit 
him, faying, he had no way been aiding or advifing with the others, which might 
appear by the great civility tnc Chriftians had found in his country, where one hun- 
dred men had been always very well ufed and furnifhed with all things he could get 
to pleafe ihem^ for which reafon the other Kings were become his enemies, and par- 
ticularly Behcchico had killed one of his women, and Caunabo had taken another, 
wherefore he prayed him to caufe her to be reftored, and aflift him to revenge thefe 
wrongs. The admiral refolved to do fo, believing what he faid was true, becaufe he 
wept every time he called to mind thofe that had been killed at 'the Nativity, as if 
they had been his ov n children ; and he was tbe more inclinable to it, confidering 
that the difeord among them would make it more pr&£ficable to conquer the cotij^try, 
antf punifh the revolt of the other Indians, and killing of the Chriftians. Thei^re 
oij the 24th of March 1495 out from Ifabella to carry on the war, and the afore- 
faid Guacanagari with him, being very defirous to crufh his enemies, though the 
undertaking feemed very difficult, they having raifed above one hundred thoufand 
Indians, whereas the admiral had*not along with him above two hundred Chriftians, 
twenty horfes, and as many dogs. The admiral being acquainted with the nature and 
qualities of the inefians, when he was two days journey from Ifabella, divided his forces, 
giving half to his brother the lieutenant, that he might attack that multitude fcattered 
about the plmns in two places, believing the terror of hearing the noife ih faveral 
places would'put them to flight fooner than any thing elfe, as in effeQ; it proved. The 
battalions of foot on both fides falling upon tne multitude of Indians, and breaking 
th&n with the firft difeharge of their crofs-bows an4 mulkets, •the horfe and dogs fell 
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imiext in moft furious manner, tliat they might not rally ■, whereupon thofe falnf- 
hearted creatures fled, foine one w'ay and fomc another ; and our men purfuing and 
killing a great number, made fuch havock that in a (hart riifle, through God’s afliitance, 
they obtained a complete viftory, many of the enemies being (lain, and others takert, 
among whom was Caunabo, the c'nief cacique of them all, together with 'his wives 
and children. This Caunabp afterwards confefled he hail killed twenty of the Chrif- 
tians left with Arana in the town of the Nativity, ilie firfl voyage wlien the Indies were 
difeovered, and that afterwards, under colour of iViendiliip, he wont in great hafte to fee 
thotown of Ifabella, to obferve how he I'liiglu bell afiaek it, and do as he had done at the 
Nativity. Of all which things the adniira! liud [)■ ■• •!> fully iiilormed by others; and there- 
fore to punilh him for that offence, and this roe.'iul revolt, and ;';atiiering of forces he 
'had now marched againft him, and havin;’,' taken hin. and his brotlier, ho lent them all 
prifoners into Spain ; for he would nut, wiihmil the knowlodgo of 'I’lieir Catholic Ma- 
jefties, execute fo confiderablc a perfon, being lati: lieil with puniihing fume of tliof'c tiiat 
were moft in fault, d'he vido^y obtained, and this man’s imprironment, put the affairs 
of the Chriffians into fuch a good pifflurc, that tliougti at that time they were but fix 
hundred and thirty, many of them lick, and others wometi and children, yet in the 
fpace of a year the admiral f|)ciit in ranging the illaiui, without being forced to draw 
fword any morp. he reduced it to fuch obedience, that they all proiniled to pay ’tribute 
to Their Catholic Majelties every three months, that Is all that inhabited the province 
of Cibao, where the gold mines were, In iii fourteen years of age ujnvard to pay a 
large horfe-bell full of gold-duff, and all the relt twenty-five pounds of cotton a head. 
And that it might be knowm who had paid this tribute, there was a fort of brafs and 
tin coin Ramped, one of which jiiec's vvas to be given to every one fliat paid, and he 
to wear it about his neck, that whuloever was found without it might be known not to 
have paid and punilhed. And doubtlefs this order would have proved effectual, had 
not thofe troubles we fliall (peak ' f afterwards happened among the Chriffians; lor 
after the taking of Caunabo, the cnuntrv was I'o jicaccable, that for the (mure one 
fingle Chriffian went fafely where he pleated ; and the Indians themlelves wouki carry 
him about on their Ihiaiilders, which the admiral artribuled only to God and the good 
fortune of Their Catholic Majelties, confulering it had been otherwife impoflible for 
two hundred men, half lick and ill-armed, to (wertlirow fiich a nmltitude, which it 
pleafed his Divine Majdly not only to bring imder his cqnnnaiui, but to lend fuch 
fcarcity of provifions, and fucli violent tlifeafes among them, that they wore reduced to 
one-third of what 'they had been ai lirlb, to make it appear the more plain, that fuch 
miraculous victories, and the fubduing'of nations are his gift, and not the elFect of our 
povvpr or Cvinduft, or of their wd’it of courage ; for though our men had been,Yii- 
perior to them, yet their multi 'de might make amends for any advantage we had 
over them. 

CilAl’. LXII.— S nv«/T; ■ Things in the Ijlni^l, as the Cujlomsy Ceremonies^ and 

j Religion of the Indies. 

THE people of the ifland being lirought under, apd converfin^’ more freely with 
our men, many other particulars, and the fecrets of their religion were found out, but 
partifuld'rly that there were mines of copper, azure, and amber ; as alfo, ebony, cedar, 
frankincenfe, and other rich gums and fpice of feveral forts, but wild, which being 
cultivated, might be brought to perfedion ; as for inllance, cinnamon of good col9,ur, 
but bitter, ginger, long, pepper, abundance of mulberry trees for making of filk, which 
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J)ear leaves all the year, and many other ufcful trees and plants not known in our p^ts. 
Befidos, the Spaniards were informed of, many other things relating to their cuftoms, 
which to me^feem to defenie a place in our hiftory. To begin with their religion, 
I will here fet down the admiral’s own words, writ by himfclf, which are thefc : 

« I could difeot^er neither idolatry nor any othffr led among them, though every 
one of thedr kings, who arc very many, as well in Hifpaniola as in all the other iflands 
and continent, has a houfe apart from' the town, in whicIT there is nothing at but 
fome wooden images carved, by them calK'd cemics ; nor is there any thing done in 
thofe houfes but what is for the' fcrvico of thofe cemics, they repairing to perform cer- 
tain ceremonies, and pray there, as v • do ' our cimrehes. In thefe houfes fhey 
have a handlbme round table, mui > h • a di(h, on which is fome powder, which they 
Jay on the head of tL_ cemits -..itli a ce'-tam ceremony ; then through a cane that hag 
two branches clapped to th('ir (jfe, d’ey hni.T up this pftwdcr ; the words they fay 
none of our people undt^flanu 'J ms powder puts them belidcs themfelves, as if they 
were drunk. 'I hey alfo give the image a name, and 1 believe it is their father’s or 
grandfather’s, or both ; fOr they have more than one, and fome above ten, all in me- 
mory of their forefathers, as 1 faid before. I have heard them commend one above 
another, and have obferved them to have more devotion, and fliow more refpcct to one 
than another, as we do in proceflions in time of nec'd; and t!ie people and caciques boall 
among themfelves of having the bell cemies. When thi.’v go to thtfe their cemies 
they Ihun the ChrilUans, and w'ill not let them go into thofe houfes; and if they fuf- 
ped: they will come, they take away their cemics, and hide them in the woods for fear 
they Ihould be taken from them ; and \vha> is m ridiculous, tlicy ufe to ftcal one 
another’s cemigs. It happened once, tha: the (Ihriltiaiis on a fudden rulhed into the 
houfe vvirh them, and prefently the earn'd cri.d our, fpeaking in their language, by 
which it appeared to be artificially made ; for it being Iiollow they had applied a trunk 
to it, which anfworoil to a dark corner o!' the lau ' covered with boughs and leaves, 
where a man was concealed who I'poj; v h.a iln. eat itji’.e ordered him. The Spaniards 
therefore reflecting on w hat it niiglit lie, kiekotl Oown the cemi, aiul found as has been 
faid ; and the cacique feeing they had di:e: . .\! Iiis praftice, canieflly begged of them 

not to Ipeak of it to his hibjecAS, or tlieoiiiei iiKlians, becaufe he kept them in obedience 
by that policy. This we may fay has Iouk- refc'mblancc ol idolatry, at lead amo^ thofe 
that are ignorant ol their cacitjues’ trand, fmee they believe it is the cemi that fpeaks, and 
all of them in general are’impofcil upon, and only tlie c.iciquo and he that combines 
with him alnii. uielr credulity, by wliich mqans be draw’s wdiat tribute he pleafes from 
his people. Mod ot the cac' ,ucs have tlirec- g^vaf flnnes allb, to which they and their 
paople ilu'w a great devotion. ']'h( one they lay helps tin corn and all forts of grain; 
the? fccoud mak- amen be deliveri. without n un ; and the third procures rain or 
fair weather, according as they if and in nt” d .'d' ohi’e’-. I fent Your Ilighnefs three 
oT thefc floucs hy Antcny tie Torres, and hav' th.-.-.-, la to rarry along with me. 
When thefe Indians die, they have feverai ’ 1 t ' rung their obfequies, but the 

manner of burying their caciqucfi is tliti , : die’ "p. r.-.o i.yhim at the fire, that tie 

may keep wholq. Of others they take only tite lie.td, ediers they bury in a grot or 
den, and lay a caljbafli of water and bread on In’s head ; others they burn in the houfe 
where they die, and when they are at the lafl gafp, they fuiTer them not to die but 
ftrangle riiem ; and this is done to caciejues. Others are turned out of the l^iufe, and 
others put thera into a hammock, which is their bed, laying bread and water bf'thcir 
head, never returning to fee them any more. Some that are dangeroufly ill are car- 
ried to the cacique, who tells fhem whether tltcy are to be Itranglcd or not, and what 
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he fays is done. I have taken pains to find out what it is they believe, and whether 
thd^ know what becomes of them after the^ are dead ; efpecially I enquired of, Cau- 
nabo, who was the chiefeft King in Hifpaniti^a, a man in^ years, knowing, and of a 
mod piercing wit. He and the reft jnfwered, that they go to a certain vale, which 
every great cacique fuppofes to b^ in his country, where they affirm they find their 
parents, and all their predcceffors, and that they eat, have women, and gi'yc thern- 
felves up to pleafures and paftimes, as appears more at large in the following account, 
in which I ordered one F. Roman, who underftood their language, to fet down all 
their ceremonies and antiquities, though there are fo many fables that nothing can be 
made of it, but that they have all fome regard to a future ftate, and hold the immorta* 
lity of the foul.” 

The Manufeript of F, Roman, concerning the Antiquities of the Indians, which he, as 

being Jkilkd in their Tongue, has carfully gathered by order ’of the Admiral. 

I F. Roman, a poor anchorite of the order of St. Jerome, by order of the moft 
illuftrious lord admiral, viceroy and governor of the illands and continent of the In- 
dies, write what I could hear and learn of the belief and idolatry of the Indians, and 
how they ferve their Gods. Every one obferves fome particular way and fuperftition 
and worlhipping idols, which they call cemies. They think there is an immortal 
being, like heaven, invifible, and that has a mother, but has no beginning, and this 
being they call Jocakuvague Maorocon, and its mother they call Atabei, lermaoguacar, 
Apito and Zuimaco, which are feveral names. I'hofe I here write of are the people 
of the illand Hifpaniola, for I know nothing of the others, having never been in 
them. I'hcy alfo know whence they came, the original of the fun and moon, how 
the fea was made, and whither the dead go. And they believe the dead appear to 
them upon the roads when any of them go alone, for when there are a great many to- 
gether they do not appear to them. All this their anceftors have made them believe, 
for they can neither read nor tell beyond ten. 

CHAP. 1 . — Whence the Indians came, and after what Manner. 

TIIBRE is a province in Hifpaniola called Caanan, in which there is a mountain 
called Canta, w'here there are two grots or caverns ; the one called C’acibagiagua, the 
other Amaiauva ; moft of the people that firft inhabited the illand came out ot Caciba- 
giagua. Thefe being in thole caverns, kept watch by night, and one Marocael had 
the charge of it, who coming one day'ttx) late to the door, they fay the fun took him 
awayi Seeing therefore that the fun had carried him away fur his neglect, they Ihut 
the door againft him, and fo he was turned into a ftone near the door. Then they 
fay, that others going a fiffiing were taken by the fun, and became trees, by them 
called Jobi, but otherwife Mirabolans. 

.The reafon why Marocael watched and warded, w'as to obferve whether he would 
f.‘nd and diftribute the people, and it appears he ftaid to his own harm. 

t 

CHAP. II. — How the Men parted from the Women. 

lX.happencd that one Guagugiana bid another, whofe name was Giadruvava, go 
and gather an herb called digo, wherewith they cleanfe their body when they go to 
waih. He went out before, day, the fun took him by ihe way, and he became a bird 

that 



LIFE OP COLON, BY HIS SON. 


8l 


that f^pgs in the morning, like the nightingale, and is called giahuba bagiaci. Guagu- 
giana perceiving he did not return, whofc he had fent to gather digo, refolvcd to go 
out of the aforelaid grot Cacibagiagua. 


CHAP. III. 

GIJAGUGIANA refolvcd to go away in a paflion, feeing they did not i^turn 
whom he had fent to gather digo to wall) Iiim, and faid (o the women, leave your 
hufbands, and let us go into other countries, and we lhall get jewels enough. L(?ave 
your children, and let us only carry the herbs along with us, and we will come again 
for them. 


CHAP. IV. 

GUAGUGIANA fet out with all the women, and went to feek another country, 
and came to Matinino, where he immediately left the women, and went into another 
country, called Guanin, having left the children by a brook. Afterwards, when 
hunger began to pinch them, they fay they cried, and called their mothers, that were 
gone ;* and the fathers could not relieve the children, who for hungsr, called their 
mothers, faying, “ ma, ma,” to fpeak, but in truth to beg of the earth. And they 
'thus crying and begging of the earth, laying, too, too,” like one that very earneftly 
bogs a tiling, they were transformed into little creatures like dwarfs, and called 
tona, becaule of their begging of the earth. And thus all the men were left without 
women. 


CHAP. V. 

THAT there went women again to the faid ifland of Ilifpaniola, formerly called 
Aiii, and fo the inhabitants of it are called, and the other illands called them Bouchi ; 
and forafmuch^as tlicy have no letters, nor way of writing, they can give no good ac- 
count how they underRaud this llory of their auccllors, and therefore they do not agree 
in what they fay, nor is what they relate to be put into any order. When Guagugiana, 
who carried away all ihc \women went oft', he took with him the wives of his cacique, 
whofe name was Ar.acacugia, deceiving them as he had douetb*! others. Befides, a 
kinfnian of Guagugiana, wIn' followed him, .went upon tlie lea, and Guagugiana 
faid to his kinfman, when he was in the cauo’e, look what a line cobo there is in the 
water, which cobo is the fea-fuall, or periwinkle ; and he look%ig down for the-tj^bo, 
Guagugiana his kinfman took him by the feet and threw him into the lea, and fdtook 
aI^ the women to hiinfelf, and left thofc at Matinino, where it is faid there are none 
but women to this day ; and he went away to another ifland called Ciuaiiin, aud it was 
fo called for what he carried to it when he w'ent thither. 

t 

CHAP. VI. 

THAT Guagugiana returned to the fame Canta, whence he had carried the women : 
they fay that Guagugiana being in that country whither he Went, law he had Irft a 
woman in the fca, at which he was not pleafed, and looked about where to wafli him- 
felf^ being full of thofe blotches we call the French ‘pox. ’The woman put him pto 
a guanara, that is, a by-place} and being there, he was healed* of his fores. 
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'Sir 

Afterwards he afked her leave to go his way, and Ihe gave it him. This wcmian^s 
name was Guabonito ; and Guagugiana changed his name, calling himfelf from that 
time forwards, Biberoci Guahagiona, And the woman Guabonito gave Biberoci 
Guahagiona much Guanine and Cibc, that lie might carry them tied to his arms ; for 
in th<3^ countries, the Colccibi arc of ftont, very like marble, and they wear them 
about their wriflvS and necks y and the Guanini’s wear them at their ears, making holes 
in them when they are little, and they found like fine mettle. They fay, that Guabo- 
nito, Albeborael, Guahagiona, and the father of Albeborael, were the firft of thefe 
Gil^nini’s. Guahagiona ftaid in that country with the father, called Hiauna, his fon 
from his father took the name Hia Guaili Guanin, which fignifies fon of Hiauna, and 
from henceforward, was called Guanin, aild is fo to this day. And they not knowing 
how to write, cannot give a good account of thefe fables, nor can 1 write them w'ell ; 
wherefore I believe, I mention the lad firft and the firft laft. ^ But all I write is related 
by them, and fo I deliver it as I had it from the people of the country. 


CHAP. VII. — Hew Women came again io the aforefaitl IJland Aiti^ now called Ilif- 

paniohi. 

THEY fay the men went one day to wafti thetnfelves, and when they were in the 
water it rained much, and they were very defirous to have women ; and that very 
often, when it rained, they had gone to feek out tlu' track ol iheir women, and could 
find no news of them ; but they fay, that as they were walhing ihemfelvos that day, 
they faw fall down from the trees, as it were Hiding down the liranches, the fhape of 
people, which were neither men nor women, nor had the lecrct parts of men or 
women, which they went to catch, but they fled as fwift as if they had been eagles. 
Therefore by order of their cacique, they called tw^o or three men, fince they them- 
felves could not catch them, to v.alch how many there were of them, and find out 
for each of them a man that was Caracaracoli ; for tluft'e men had rough hands, and 
therefore would hold faft. I'hey told the cacique they were lour, and fo they took 
four men that were Caracaracoli, which is a tliftemi^er like the itch, that makes the 
body very rough. When they had taken thofe creatures, they held a council about 
them, how to make them women, fince they had neither the privities of man or 
woman. 

CHAP. VIII. — ■ llow iJ’cy found the Way to make Women. 

THEY fought out a bird tailed turiri, formerly turirc caluivail, that is, a vyood- 
pecker, that makes holes in trees, and Uiking thofe creatures that had neither the 
parts of man nor woman, tied them hands and feet, and bound the faid bird to their 
body ; the. which bird taking them to be trees, began to work as it ufes, pecking and 
boring that part where women’s privities fliould be ; and thus fay the antienteft In- 
dians, they came to have women. I writing in hafte, and not having pjiper enough, 
could not place every thing rightly, but through miftakc tranff)ofed fome; but 
the miftake is not great, for they believe all that is here writ. Lht us now return to 
what wq Ihould have faid firft, that is, their opinion concerning the origbal and begin- 
ning of the fea. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. ^ IX. — Howthey fay the Sea was made. 

THERE was a man they call Giaia, whole ri^ht name they know not, his fon was 
called Giaiael, that is, Giaia’s fon. This Giaiael* intending to kill his father, ho bi- 
nWhed him", where he remained an outlaw four months ^ after which his father killed 
him, put his bones into a calabafh, and hung it to the top of his houfc, w'here it con- 
tinued foine time. It happened that being defirous to fee his fon, Giaia one day fuid to 
his wife, I have a mind to fee our fon GaiacI, and (be was content. Taking dowi^ the 
calabafli, he turned it over to fee his fon’s bones, and there came out of it abundance 
of great and fmall fiflies. Perceiving that, the bones were turned into fifhes, they re- 
folved to cat them. Now they fay, that one day, when Giaia was gone to his Conichi, 
that is, his lands he had by inheritance, there came four fens of a certain woman, 
called Itiba Tahuvava, ;fll born at one birth ; for the faid woman dying in labour, 
they cut her open, and took out the faid ions ; atid the firfl; they cut was Cara- 

caracol, that is. Mangy j * which Caracaracol had to name the others had 

no name. 


CHAP. X. 

HOW the four fons of Itiba Tahuvara, who died in labour, went 'to take down 
Giaia’s calabafh ; in which was his fon Giaiael who had been converted into fifh, and 
none of them durfl lay hold of if but Dimivan Caracaracol, who unhung it ; and they 
all cat their belly full of fifh, but whilfl they were eating, they perceived Giaia was 
coming from his eftate, and going about in that hurry to hang up the cahibafli ; they 
did not hang it right, fo that there ran fo much water from it, as overflowed all the 
country, and with it came out abundance of fifh ; and hence they believe the fea had 
its original. Afterwards they went and met with a man whofc name was Cone, and 
he was dumb. 

CHAP. XL •^What happened to the Four- Brothers ^ when they fled from Giaia. 

AS foon as they came to Baffamanaco’s door, and found he brought cazzabi, they 
faid, Ahiacavo Gearocoel ; that is, let us be acquainted with this grandfirc of ours. So 
Demivan Caracaracol, feeing his brothers before him, went in to try whether he could 
get fomc cazzabi, which is the bread the)^ eat there. Caracaracol going into the 
houfe of Aiamavaco, afked fome cazzabi of him, which, as has been faid, is bread. 
H(?*clapt his hand on his nofe, and threw on him a guanguaio, full of cogioba, which 
he had made that day, and is a fort of powder they take fometimes to purge them, 
and for other purpofes you fhall know hereafter. This they take through a cane half 
a cubit long, one end whereof they put to their nofe, and the other to the pow^pr, 
and fo fnuff it up, which purges»them very much. So he gave him that guanguaio 
inftead of Breads and leaving what he was about, went away very angry becaufe they 
afked it of him.—.— After this, Caracaracol returned to his brothers, and told them 
what bad happened to him witfi Baiamanicoel, and the ftroke he gave him on the 
Ihoulder with the guanguaio, and that it pained him very much. His brotha's looked > 
upon his fhouldcr, and perceived it was much fwollen, which fwelling increaled lb 
much, thqj he was like to die. . Therefore they endeavoujed to cut it open, and could 
not j but taking an inftrument of ftonc, they opened it, andjjut came a live female 

M2 tortoife ; 
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tortoife ; fo they built their hoiife, and bred up the tortoife. I underftood no more 
of this matter, and what we have writ fignifies but little. They fay further, that the 
fun and moon came out of a grotto, that is in the counti^y of a cacique, whofe name 
is Maucia Tiuvcl, and the grotto is called Giovovava ; and they pay a great venera- 
tion to, it, and have painted it all after their fafliion, without any figure, but leaves 
and th[!& like. In the faid gretto, there were two little (lone cemies, about a quarter 
of a yard Ipng, their hands bound, and they looked as if they fweated. 'rhefe cemies 
they honoured very much ; and when they wanted rain, they fay they ufed to go vifit 
them, and they prefently had it. One of the cemies is by them called Boinaiel, the 
other Maroio. 


CHAP. XII. — U’biU their Opimon is concerning; the uiiindc ring of the Dcjd, after ■u.’hat 

Manner they are and ivhai they do. 

THEY hold there is a place to which the ilead go, calleil Coaibai, ami lying in a 
part of the ifland known by the name of Soraia. The iirll that was in Coaibai, they 
fay was one Machetaurie Guaiava, who was lord of the faid Coaibai, the habitation and 
dwelling-place of the dead. 

CHAP. Xlll. — Figure they ajjign the Dead. 

THEY fay they arc fliut up in the day, and walk abroad in the night ; that they feed 

on< a certain fruit called guabazza, which talles like , that in the day-time they 

are , and at night were converti-d into fruit, and that they feafl, and go about 

with the living; and thus it is they know them ; they teel iheir belly, and it they can- 
not find their navel, they fay they arc dead ; lor they lay the dead have no navel ; and 
therefore they are fometimes deceived, when they do not obferve this, and lie with fonu! 
of the women of ('oaibai, whom when they think they have in their arms, they have 
none, becaufe they vanilh of a ftidilcn. '1 iiis they Hill believe as to this alVair. Whilft a 
man is living, they call the foul gociz, and when dead opia, which g(.)eiz they lay often 
appears to them, as well in the llvape of a man as of a woman ; and they lay there 
have been men that would fight with it, and when they came to eluk it vanilheJ, and 
the man clapped his arms elfewhcrc about fome tree, to which he thing faff. 'I'liis 
they believe all in general, great and finall, and that it .appears to them in th.e lhape of 
their father, mother, brother, kindred, or any other. 'I'he fruit they fay the dead iced 
on is about the hignels of a quince. The ileatl ilo not appear to them in the day-time, 
but always at night ; and therefore if any one ventures to go abroad at night, it is 
with great fear. 

c 

CHAP. XIV. — Whence they have this, and -who makes the/n hold fuch an Ojdnion. 

THERE is a fort of men among them called llohulis, who have m;}ny juggling 
tricks, as we fltall fay hereafter, to make them believe they talk with the dead, that 
they know all their ad’ons and fecrcts, and when they &re fick, cure them. Thus they 
impofe upon them, which I have rc'’n with my own eyes ; though as to the other par- 
ticuls/s I relate only what I have heard from anany of them, efpecially the principal 
men, with whom I converfed more than with others ; for thefe believe fuch fables more 
firmly than the others, for they have all their fuperltition sreduced into oltWongs, and 
are direded by them, as the Moors are by the Alcoran. When they ling thcle fongs 



LIFE^F COLON, BY HIS SOM. 


*5 

they play upon an inftrument calloU inaiohavan, made of wood, hollow, ftrong, yet 
very thin, and as long as a man’s arm ; that part where they play on it is made like a 
fmith’s tongs, and the other*cnd like a club, fo that it looks like a calabafli with a long 
neck. This inllrnment they play on, and is fo*loud, that it is heard a league and a 
half off ; •and to that m<ific they fing thofc fongs they have got by heart. The chief 
men play on it, who learn it from (heir infancy, and fu. fing to it according to their 
cuflom. Let us now proceed to fpeak of many other ceremonies and culloms of thefe 
Gentiles. 

CHAP. XV. — Of the ObfiTvallom of the hidian Buhuitihm ; how they profefs PhyftCf 
teach the People, and arc often deceived in their Cures. 

ALT., or moft of the j)eople of the ifland of Hifpaniola have abundance of cemies 
of fcveral forts; fomc have their hither, nnnher, kindred and predccoffors ; fotnc fi- 
gures cut in iloiie and wood, and many of both forts, fotnc that fpeak, others that 
caufe things to grow, fome that eat, and others tliat caufc rain, and others that make 
the wind blow; which things thofe ignorant people bilicve the idols perform, or rather 
thofe devils, they having no knowledge of our holy faith. When any one is fick 
they Iwing him to buhuiti!ni, that is, as was faid above, the phyfician. , The doctor is 
obliged to be dieted as the fick man is, and to look like hint, w'hich is done thus; he 
*is to purge hiinfclf as the fick man does, which is done by fnufiing a certain pov/der, 
called cohoba, up his nofe, whicl^makcs him drunk, that he knows not what he docs, 
and fo fays many extravagatit things which they affirm is talking with the cemies, and 
that they tell th’-in how tlic ficknefs came. 


CHAP. XVI. ^ What thefe Buhuilihus do. 

WHEN they go to vifit any fick body, before they fet out from their houfe, they 
take the foot off a pot, or pounded charcoal, and black all their face, to make the 
fick man believe wfiat they pleafe concerning liis clillemper. d'hen they take 
fomc! fmall buiu-s, atul a little flelh, and wrapping them all up in fomething that they 
may not drop, put them in their mouth, the fick man being before purged with the 
powdi'r afurefaid. When ifayficlan is come into the fick man’s houfe, he fits down, 
and all porfons ere filent; and if there arc any children, they put them out, that they 
may not liinder the Buhuitihu in performing* his office; nor docs there remain in the 
houfe any but one or two of the chief perfoos*; being tints by theinlelvet, they take 

fomp of the herb gioia broad, and anotheP herb, wuapped up in the wteb of 

an onion half a quarter long ; one of the gioias and the other they hold, and drawing 
it in their hands they bruife it into a pafte, and then put it in their mouths to vomit 
what they have eaten, that it may not hurt tlicm ; then prefenlly begins their fong, 
and lighting a torch, take the juice. '"I'his done, having Hayed a little, the buhuitiliu 
rifes up, anc^ goes towards the fick man, who fits all alone in the middle of the houle, 
as has been faid* and turns him twice about, as he thinks fit; then ftands before him, 
takes him by the Ie|;s, and feels I)is thighs, defeending by degrees to his feet; then draws 
hard, as if he would pull fomething off ; then he goes to the door, Ihuts it, and fays. 
Begone to the.raountain, or to the fea, or whither thou wilt; and giving a b?aff,^is if 
he blowcd fomething away, turns about, claps his hands together, fhuts his moutii, 
hisjiands quake as if he were c®ld, he blows on his handstand then draws in his hlalt 
as if fucking the marrow of a bone, fucks the fick man’s netje, ftomach, fiioulders, 

’ jaws. 
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jaws, bread, belly, and fevcral other parts of his body. This done they begin to cough, 
and make faces, as if they had eaten feme bitter thing, and the dodor pulls out that 
we faid he put into his mouth at home, or by the way, whether done, fledi, or bone, 
as above. If it is any thing eatable, Tie fays to the fick man, “ Take notice, you have 
eaten fomething that has caufed thfe didemper ; fee how I have taken it out of your 
body ; for your cerni had put it into you becaufe you did not pray to him, or build 
him fomc temple, or give him fome of your goods.” If it be a done, he fays, “ Keep 
it fafe.” SonietitiK^s they take it for certain, that thofe dones are good and help wo- 
me/i in labour j wherefore they keep them very carefully wrapped up in cotton, put- 
ting them into little balkets, giving tltem fuch as they have themfelves to eat, and the 
fame they do to the cemies they have in their houfes. Upon any folemn day, when 
they provide much to eat, whether fifli, flefh, or any.other thing, they put it all into 
the houfc of the cemies, that the idol may feed on it. The next day they carry all 
home, after the cemi has eaten. And fo God help them, as the cerai eats of that, 
or any other thing, they being inanimate docks or dones. . 

CHAP. XVII. — Ho-u) the aforcfald Phyficians have btcn Jomctimcs deceived, 

WHEN they have done as has been faid, and yet the patient dies, if the dead man 
has many friends, or was lord of a territory, and can oppole the faid buhuitihu, that is 
phydeian, for mean people dare not contend with them, he that would do him harm 
does it thus : when they would know whether the natient died through the phyfician’s 
fault, or whether he did not obferve what was preferibed ; they tStke an herb, called 
gueio, whofe leaves arc like bal'd, thick and broad, being called by "ahother name, za- 
chon; they take the juice of this leaf, pare the dead man’s nails, and cut off the hair 
on his forehead, which they powder between two hones, and mix with the aforefaid 
juice of the herb, and pour it down the dead man’s throat, or noftrils, and fo doing, 
alk him, whether the phyfician was the occafion of his death ? and whether he obferved 
order? this they alk fevcral times, till he fpcaks as plain as if he were alive ; fo that 
he anfwers to all they afk of him, faying, the buhuitihu did not obferve order, or was 
the caufc of his death ; and they fay, the phyfician afks liim whether he is alive, and 
how he comes to talk fo plain } and he anfwers he is dead. When they have known 
what they defire of him, they return him to his gravq, whence they took him to 
make this enquiry. I'hey ufe another method to know what they defired: they take 
the dead body and make a great fire, likt that uled for making of charcoal, and when 
the wood is turned into a live coal, they throw the body into that violent fire, and 
cover it with earth, as the colliers do the coals, where they let it lie as long as , they 
think fit, and there afk queftions, as was laid before ; who anfwers, he knows nothing. 
This they afk ten times, and then he fpeaks no more. They afk, w'hcthcr he is dead, 
but he fpeaks only thofe ten times. 

I 

CHAP. xviy. — Ho'iv the Kindred of the Party dcparicd revenge ihbnfelves^ when 
they have got an Anfwcr by means of the Drench^ 

THE dead man’s kindred get together upon a day appointed, wait for the aforefaid 
buhyitirfu, and baflinado him, till they break his legs, arms, and head, fo that he is all 
battered, and fo they leave him for dead. At night, they fay, there come abundance of 
fnakes of fevcral forts, white',black, green, and of feveral other colours, which lick the faid 
phyfician’s face, and all his body, fo left as has been faid, and remains in that manner 

I two 
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two or three days. Whilft he is thus, they fay ihe bones of his legs and arms knit 
togeth’er again, he gets up, and walks fair and foftly towards his houfe, and they that 
faw him alk the queftion of him, were not you dead ? he anfwers, the cemies came to 
his afliftance in the fliai-e of fnakes. The dead man’s kindred, in a rage, bccaufe they 
thought they had revenged their relation’s death. Teeing him alive, grow defperate, 
aiid endeavour to lay hold of him to put him to death ; awd if they can ( atch him again, 
they put out his eyes, and bruife his tellicles ; for they fay none of thefe phyficians 
can die, though never fo much baftinadoed, if they do not cut out his tefticles. 

How tlxy know what they dejire of him they bunt, and how they take their revenge. 

When they uncover the fire, the finoke that comes from it, rifes till they lofe fight 
of it, and makes a noife, as it bt^aks out : then it turns down again, and goes into 
the houfe of the buhiiitihu, or phyfician : and that very moment, he that did not ob- 
ferve order, falls fick, is covered with fores, and all the Ikin of his body flays off ; and 
this they take for a fign that he did not do his duty, and therefore the patient died ; 
for which realon they endeavour to kill him, as was faid in the other calc. Thefe are 
the lorccries they ufe. 

‘CHAP. XIX. — blow they make and keep their wooden and font Cemies. 

• THOSE of wood are made thus : when any one is travelling he fays he fees fome 
tree that fliakes its root ; the man, in a great fright, (tops, and alks who he is ; it an- 
fwers my name is J^liuitihu, and he will inform you who 1 am. The man repairing 
to the faid phyficiah'; tells him what he has feen. The wizard, or cotijurer, runs im- 
mediately to fee the tree the other ha*told him of, fits down by it and makes it cogioba, 
as was faid above in the ftory of the four brothers. The cogioba being made, lie (lands 
up, gives it all its titles, as if it were Ibme great lord, and alks of it, “ 'J ell me who 
you arc, wfliat you do here, what you will have with me, and w'hy you fend ^ me? 
Tell me whether you will have me cut you, w'hcther you will go along with rne, and 
how you will have me carry you ; and I will build you a houfe and endow it.” Im- 
mediately that tree, or cemi, becomes an idol, or devil, anfwers, telling how he will 
have him do it. lie cuts it into fitch a lhape as he is diredled, builds his houfe, and 
endows it ; and make: cogjoba for it fcveral times in the year ; which cogioba is to 
pray to it, to pleafe it, to alk and know of the faid cemi, what good or evil is to happen, 
and to beg wealth of it. When they would know whether they (hall be vidtorious 
over their enemies, they go into a houle, whither none but ^iie cliief men are admitted.. 
Tht; lord of them is the firll that begins to make tKe cogioba, and to make a lioife ; 
whilft he docs it, none of the company fpeaking till he has done, llis prayer being 
eiyled, he (lands awhile with his head turned about, and his arms on his knees; then 
he lifts up his head, and looks tow'ards heaven, and fpctiks. 'J'hcn they all anfwer him 
with a loud voice, and w'hen they have all (poke, giving thanks, he tells the vifion lie 
faw, being made drunk with thC cogioba he (iiuffed up his nofe, which flics into his 
head : he fays, h« has talked with the cemi, and (hall obtain vidlory, o^ that his ene- 
mies (hall fly, or that there (h^Il be a great mortality, or war, or famine, or fomc 
fuch thing as occurs to him in his drunken fit. 

Confitlcr, wliat a condition their brains are in ; for they fay the houfes feem* to Acm 
to be turned topfy turvy, and that the men go upon their heads. This cogioba they 
make for (lone and wooden cemies, as well as for the dead bodies, as has been (aid 

above,. 
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above. The ftone ccrrtics arc of fcvcral forts: fome tlicre arc, wliicli, they fay, the 
phyficians take out of the body of the fick, and ihofe they look upon as tlie belt to 
help women in labour. Others there are that fpcak, which are lliaped like a lon^ 
turnip, with the leaves long and extended, like the Ihrub hearing capeis. Tltoic 
leaves for the luoft part are like tliofe of the elm. Others have three points, and 
they think they caul'e the giuea to thrive. 'J'heir roots are like a radifli 'J hc leaves 
of giuca have at leaft fix or feven points ; nor do I know what to compare' them to, 
for I have feen nothing like it in Spain or elfewhcrc. The Hem eit the giuca is as 
high as a man. Let us now fpcak of their opinions concerning the idols and cemics, 
and how they arc deceived by them. 


CHAP. XX. — Of ihc Cani, Brfld, and Aiba. 

THEY fay in the time of the wars he was burnt, and af terwards being v. allied with 
the juice of giuca, his arms grew out again, his body fpread, and he recovered his 
eyes. I'he giuca was finall, and they waflnd it \\i:h the ahove-inentioiied water and 
juice to make it grow bigger, and they afiirm it made iliofe lick who had made the faid 
cemi, becaufe they had not brought it to Giuca to cat. I'liis cemi was called Ikiidrama, 
and when any qne fell lick, they called the indiuitilm, and tdk 'd him whence the dif- 
temper proceeded: he anfwered, Baidrama had font it, becaufe tin y had not feni him 
to cat by thofe that had charge of his houfe. Tliis the buhuitihu f;iid, the cemi IHi- 
drama had told him. 

CHAP. XXh — 0/ G/w/iKn/c’,. fAwt. 

THEY fay that when tliey built the houfe of Guamorete, who was a man of note, 
they put into it a cemi that was on the top of his other houle, vtdiicrh cemi was called 
Coroi^e j and when they had wars among llieinlelve, Guamorete’s eiurnii';: burnt the 
houfe^ which this cemi Corocol'e was. 'I’hey fay he prefenlly got up, ami ueiu a 
bow-lliot from that place, near to a water. They further fay, that vlu-n he was oti 
the top of the houfe, he would come down and He with the women. That afterwards 
Camorclc died, and the cemi tell into the hands ot another cacique, and Hill conti- 
nued to lie with the women : and moreover, tliat he had twp crowns grew on his head; 
for. which rcafon they faid, fmee fuch a one lias two crowns, he is ceriainly Corocofe’.s 
fon ; and this they looked upon as mofl; verlain. 'J'his cemi came afterwards to an- 
other cacique, called Guatabanex, and his country is called Giacoba. 


CHAP. XXII. — Of aw. ihcr Cemi, ajHcd Opi^icb^noviran, -ej/.'ie/.' bchn^cd to a great Man 
•wbofe Name was Cavavamova, who had many biabjeds. 

• THIS cemi Opigielguoviran, they fay, has four feet like a dog’s, and is made of 
wood, and that he would often at jiight go out of t'nc houfe into tlic woods, whither 
they went to ftfek him out, and when brought home again, they hound him with cords, 
yet he would go away to the woods. They fay that when the Chi*illians came to the 
illand of llifpaniola he broke loofe and w'ent into a moral's, whither they followed him 
by tie track, but never faw him fince, nor.,know any thing of him. As J received this, 
fo I del^pr it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. — Of another Cemi^ called Guabancex. 

• 

THIS cemi Guabencex was in the country of a great cacique, whofe name was 
Aumatex ; and they fay, it is a woman cemi, and has two others with it ; one a crier,* 
tjie other gatherer, or governor of the waters. When Guabancex is angry, they fay, 
it raifes the winds and waters, overthrows houfes, an^ fliakes die trees. This cemi 
they fay, is a female, and made of (tones of that country. The other two cemies that 
arc with it, are called, one of them Guatauva, and is a crier, that by order of ^Gua- 
baneex, makes proclamation for all the other cemies of that province to help to raife 
a high \rand, and caufe much rain. The .other is, Coatrifehie, who they fay, gathers 
the waters in the vallies among the mountains, and then lets them loofe to deftroy the 
country. This they believe as ‘molt certain. 

• 

CHAP. XXIV. — 2'heir belief of another Cemi, called Faragmiaol. 

THIS cemi belongs to' a principal cacique of the ifland of Hifpaniola, is an idol, 
has feveral names, and was found as you fhall now hear. They fay, that on a certain 
day jn paft titnes, before the ifland was difeovered, they know not how long fincc, 
being abroad a hunting, they found a certain creature ; they ran back, and that got 
into a ditch ; looking into it, they faw a beam, which looked like a thing that had life 
in it. The huiitfman feeing it, ran to his lord, who was a cacique, and fatlier to Gua- 
raionel, telling him what he had fecn. They went thither, and found the thing as 
the huiitfman had'^given information, and taking that log, they built a houfe to it. 
They fay it went out of that houfe feveral times, and returned to the place whence 
they brought it, not exactly to the fame fpot, but near it ; for the aforefaid lord, and 
his fon Guaraionel, ordering it to be fought out, found it hid ; tmd that another time 
they bound and put it in a fack, and yet bound as it was, it went away as before. 
Thofe ignorant people look upon this as undoubted truth. 


CHAP. XXV. — Of thofe Things they affirm zucre reported by two principal Caciques 
of the ifland Hifpaniola ; one of them called CazHiva, father to the aforefaid Gua- 
raionel ; the other Gaiii^nacuei. 

THAT great lord, who, they fay, is ip heaven, at the beginning of the book, 
is this Cazziva, who kept a fort of abftinenpe-here, which all of them generally per- 
form •, for they Ihut themfelves up fix or feven days, without taking any fuflenance 
but the juice of herbs, with which they alfo wafh themfelves. After this time thev 
begin to eat fomething that is nourifhing. During the time they have been without 
eating, ivea^efs makes them fay, they have feen fomething they earneftly deftred, for 
they all perform that abftinence in honour of the cemies, to know whether they fkalJ 
obtain victory over their enemies, or to acquire wealth, or any other thing they defire. 
They fiiy, this cgicique affirmed he had fpoke with Giocauvaghama, w1k> told him, that 
whofoever furvived him, would not long enjoy his power, becaufe they fliould fee a 
people clad in their country, Vho would rule over, and kill them, and they Ihoulcl 
die for hunger. They thought at firft, thefe Ihould be the canibals, but*aftegvard;r 
confidering, fhat they only plundered and fled, they believed it was fome other people 
the cemi fpoke of ; and now they believe it is the admiijil and thofe that came with 
him. Now I will give an account of what I faw and knew, when F. Roman, a poor 
VOL. XII. N anchorite. 



ipo LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 

anchorite, went to the province Madalena, to a fort built by D. Chriftopher Colon', 
admiral, viceroy, and governor of the iflands and continent of the Indies, for their 
majefties King Ferdinand and Queen Ifabel. I being in that fort, with Arriaga,' ap- 
pointed governor of it by the afbrefaid idceroy D. Chriftopher Colon, it pleafed God 
• to give the light of his faith to a whoje family of ill principled people of that province 
of Madalena, which province was called Maroris, and the lord of it Guavaouvionel, 
that is, fon of Gu.'ivaenechin. tn the faid houfe are his fervants, and retainers, whofe 
furnaine is Giahuvavariu, and were in all fixteen perfons, all relations, and among 
them five brothers. Of thefe one died, and the other four were baptized; and I be- 
lievc,"they died intutyrs, for fo it appeared by the manner of their death and their con- 
ftancy. The firf' that received baptifm was an Indian calleel CAiaticava, afterwards 
John. This was the lirft Chriftian that fufleVed a cruel death, and to me lie feems to 
have died a martyr ; for I have fuard from fome that were by w'hen he dieil, that he 
faid, Dio aboriJiiiba, Dio aboridaeba, that is, 1 am God’s fervant. So died his bro- 
ther Anthony, and another with him, faying the lame words. All the people of this 
houfe attended tne, to do whatfoever I pletiied. Such as are left alive at this day, arc 
now Chriftians, by means of D. Chriftopher Colon, viceroy ,^nd gcn crnor of the Indies, 
and by the grace of God they are very numerous at prefent. 

Let us now lay w'hat happened in the province of Madalena. When I u'as there, 
the afbrefaid lord admiral came to the alliftmice of Arriaga and Ibme Chriftians, be- 
fieged by the fubjeefs of a principal cacique, called Caovalto. The admiral told me, 
that the language of the province Madalena Maroris was dill'ercnt from the reft, and 
not underftood in all parts of the country ; and therefore bid me go and refule with 
another principal cacique, called Guarionex, lortl of many I'ubjeas, whole language 
was underftood all over the ifland. In obetiience to his orders, I went to refule with 
the Jiiid Guarionex. True it is, I faid to 1). Chiiftopher Colon, nn lord, why will 
you have me go to live with Guarionex, when I know no language but that of Ma- 
roris ? Be plealed to give leave that one of thofe Nohuircis, (who were afterwards 
Chriftiafis, and knew both the languages) may go along with me ; which he granted, 
and bid me carry whom I pleafed ; and it pleaie'd God to give me for a conqianion, 
the beft of the Indians, and who was bed inllrucled in the Catholic faith ; and after- 
wards took him from me; God be praifed who gave and took him away; for in- 
deed, I looked upon him as a good child and a brother ; and it Avas that Guaica- 
vanu, who was afterwards a Chriftian, and called John. What happened to us there 
I lhall not relate, and how 1 and Guaicavanu went»to Ifabella, where w'e waited for the 
admiral, till h(^ returned from tlu; relief o/ Madalena. As foon iis he came, we went 
where he had ordered, with one John de Aguada, who hud the command of a fort, 
which D. Chriftopher Colon had built, half a league from the place where we were to 
refide. The admiral commanded the faid John de Aguada to allow us fuch provifions 
as there were in the fort, which is called the Conception. We continued with that 
caqique, Guarionex, almoft two years, inftruefing him in our faith, and the manners 
of Chriftians. At iirft he appeai'cd well inclined, and gave fome hopes of complying 
and becoming a*Chriftian, bidding us teach him the Lord’s prayer, th,e cr(<cd, and all 
other Chriftian prayers, which many in his houfe learnt ; and he fait), his prayers every 
morning, and caulcd all his family to do fo twice a ‘day ; yet afterwards he fell off 
•from ^is ‘ good jairpofe, through the fault of fume of the principal men of that 
country, who blamed him for fubmitting to the law of Chrift, fince the Chriftians 
were ill men, and drove tljem out of their country by force. Therefore thtw ad- 
tifed him never to mind^any thing that belonged to the Chriftians ; but that he mo»:ld 
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join and confpire with them for their dellruflion, becaul’e they could not fatisfy 
the™, and were refolved t6 fubmit no longer. Thus he fell oS' from his good 
beginning, and .we percewing he neglcfted what he had learnt, refolved to depart 
fhe^nce, and go "where we might be more fiflccefsful in inftrufting the Indians in the 
faith. We therefore went away to another prhicijjal cacique, whd Ihewed a favour- * 
able inclination, faying, he would be a Chriflian ; hisjiaine was Maviatue. 

Accordingly we fet out to go to the faid Maviatue’s country ; I F. Roman Pane, 
poor anchorite, and F. John Borgognon of the order of St. Francis, and John Mat- 
thew the firft that was baptized in Hifpaniola. . 

The fecond day after we fet out from the town and habitation of Guarionex, to go 
to the other cacique, called Maviatue ; w<; found Guarioncx’s people building a houfe 
near the houfe of prayer, wdiere wc left fome pitfures for the catecumens, to knfeel 
and pray before them. Thefe were the mother, brothers, and kindred, of the afore- 
faid .Tohii Matthew, thcMlrfl Chriftian; afterwards feveii more joined them, and at laft 
till the family became Chriftians, and perfevered in the faith ; fo that all the aforc- 
faid family was left to keep that houfe of prayer, and fome lands I had enufed to 
be tilled. They being fo left to keep the houfe, two days after we were gone to- 
wards the aforefaid Maviatue, fix men went to the aforefaid houfe of prayer, left 
in tl^ cuftody of the feven catecumens, and by order of Guaripnex, told them, 
tliey fhould take thofc pidfures, left by F. Roman, and deftroy them, fince he and 
his companion were gone, and they knew not what was become of them. Thefe 
fix fervants of Guarionex found fix children keeping the houfe of prayer, who 
being fo inflruded, faid, they fhould not come in ; but they went in by force, took 
the pidlures, and esarried them away. 

CHAP. XXVI. — W/jat became of the Pictures f and a Miracle God wrought to Jhe^ 

his Power. 

THESE men being gone out of the houfe, threw the piftures down, covered 
them with earth, and pilfcJ upon them, faying, now you will yield much fruit. This 
they faid, becaufc they buried them in a field that was fown, faying, what grew there 
would be good; but this they did in fcorn. The children that were keeping the 
houfe by order of the catecumens, feeing this, they ran to their friends w'ho were 
upon their lands, and told them, that Guarionex’s men had abufed and fcomed the 
pidures ; which they underllanding, left what they were about, and ran crying out to 
give an account of it to D. Bartholomew C*olbn, who was then governor, his brother 
being gone into Spain. He, as lieutenant to the Viceroy, proceeded againft the of- 
fenders, and having convided them publickly, burnt them. This did not deter 
Guarionex and his fubjeds, from their defign of murdering all the Chriftians on the 
day when they were to bring in their tribute ; but the confpiracy was difeovered, and 
they apprehended on the fame day they were to put it in execution. Still they held 
on their refolution, and accordingly killed four Spaniards, befides John Matthew and 
his brother ’Anthony, who had been baptized ; and running where thty had hid the 
pidures, tore them in pieces. Some days after, the owner of that field went to dig 
up his agi’s, which are certain roots like turnips, and fome like radilhes ; and in the 
place where the pidures had been buried, two or three agi’s were grown in the*ftiape* 
of a crofs, as if they had been ftuck one through another ; nor could any man find 
this crofs, but only the mother of Guarionex, who wa» the wofft woman I knew in 
thSfe parts, who looked upon this as a great miracle, and faid to the commander of 
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the fort of the Conception, this miracle has been flicwn by God, where the images 
were found : God knows to what end. ’ * 

Let us now give an account, how they were converted that firft became Chrif- 
.tians, and how much will be requifite t*o convert them all. To fay the truth, that 
ifland Hands in much need of people to punifli the lords, when they will npt fuffer 
their people to be inftrucled in the faith ; for they have nothing to fay againft it, 
which I can with truth maintain, becaufe it has coft me much labour to know it ; 
as I am fatisfied may be gathered by what has been faid hitherto ; and a word to the 
wife ic enough. 

'I’he lirlt Chriftians were thofe we have beforementioned in the illand of Hifpa- 
niola, that is, Gianauvariu, in whofc houfe there were feventeen perfons who all be- 
came Chriftians, only giving the>n to underftand, that there is one God, who has 
made all things, and created heaven and earth, without any further arguments or 
controverfy ; for they wore eafy of belief. With others there inuft be force and in- 
genuity ufed, for all of them are not alike ; fbrafmuch, as if thofe had a good be- 
ginning and a better end, they were none of thofe others that begin w'cll, and then 
fall oil’ from what has been taught them ; and therefore there is need of force and 
punilhment. 

'I'he firft that received baptifm in the illand Hifpaniola, was John Matthew, whij was 
baptized on the feaft of St. Matthew the evangelift, in the year 1496, and alter him 
all his family ; where were many Chriftians, and a greater progrcls had been made, 
had they been inftrudled in the faith, and the Spaniards been in a condition to keep 
them under. And if any one Ihould alk, why I make this fo eafy. a matter ? I fay, 
it is becaufe I know it by ex|5erience, efpecially in the perfon of a principal cacique, 
called Mahuviativire, wlio has tiontimied now for three years in his gooil jnirpofe, fay- 
ing, he will be a Chriftian, and have hut one wife ; for they ufed to have two or 
three, and the great men tw'cnty five or thirty. 'I’his is what 1 could learn and find 
out as to the cuftoms and ceremonies of the Indians of llifpanioia, with all the 
pains I have taken ; wherein I exped no fjftritual nor temporal advantage. May it 
pleafe our Lord, if this turns to his honour and fervice, to give me his grace 
to perfevere ; and if it muft fall out otherwife, may he deprive me tff my undcr- 
ftanding. 

The End of the Work of the poor Anchorite Roman Pane. 

% 

CHAP. LXIII. — How the Admiral returned to Spain to }^ive their Maj flies an Aeeouni 

of the Condition he left the If and in. 

TO return to the main fubjed of our hiftory ; I fay, the admii al having brougld 
the illand into a peaceable condition, and built the towm of Ifabella, befules three 
forftj about the country, he fefolved to return into Spain, to acquaint their Ctitho- 
lick Majefties with feveral matters he thought convenient for their fervice ; but par- 
ticularly becaufe of many malicious llanderers, who through envy cetifed not to give 
the king a falfe information of the affairs of the Indies, to the gteat jirejudice and 
jjifhonour pf the admiral and his brothers. For thefc reafons he went on board on 
Thurfltay the loth of March 1496, with 225 Spaniards and 30 Indians,, failed from 
Ifabella about break of day, and turned it along the coaft with twm caravals, one called 
Santa Cruz, the other Niila,‘'the fame he went in to difeover the illand of Cuba. On 
Tuefday the 2 2d of Mairch h(‘ loft fight of the eaft point of Hifpaniola, holding oh 
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bis courfe eaftward as the wind would permit. But the wind for the nioH; part con- 
tinuing at eaft, on the 6th of April, finding his provifions fell fliort, and his men, 
were weary and difcouraged, he fell off towards the fouth to the Caribbee iflands, 
and came up with them in tL'ee days, anchoring, at Marigalantc on Saturday the 9th 
of April. The next day, though it was not his cuitom to weigh anchor on a Sunday, 
when in afiy port, he fet iail, becaufe his men muttered, faying, when they were to 
feelc their bread, they needed not fo ftriftly obferve days. So he anchored at the 
ifland Guadaloupe, and fending the boats well-manned a/hore, before they came 
to land, abundance of women came out of a wood, with bows and arrows and fea- 
thers, as if they would defend their illand. For this reafon, and becaufe the feaVan 
fomewhat high, thofe in the boats kept aloof, and fent two Indian women, they 
brought from Hifpaniola, afliore fwinuning, of whom thofe other women particularly 
inquired concerning the Chriftians ; and undcrftanding they only defired provifions 
in exchange for fuch things as they had, bid them go with their Ihips to the north- 
fide, where their hulbands were, who w’ould furnifh them with what they wanted. 
The ihips tailing clofe under the ihore, faw abundance of people come down to the 
ihore with bows and arrows, who let 11)'* upon our men with great cries, iliough 
in vain, for their arrows fell ihort. But perceiving the boats full of men were going 
afliore^ the Indians went back into an ambulh, and when our men drew near, came 
out to* hinder their landing, till being frighted with the cannon firbd at them from 
.the iliips, they iletl to the wood, leaving their houfes and goods, where the Chril- 
tians took and dellroyed all they found. Being acquainted with the way of making 
bread, they fell to work, and made enough to fupply their want. /\mong (ifher 
things they loiyid ^ the houfes, there were great parrots, honey, wax and iron, 
whereof they had hatchets to cut, and looms like thole Ibr tapeflry-work, in which 
they weave their tents. 'I’licir houfes were fquare, and not round, as is ufual in the 
other iflands. In one oi them was found the arm of a man roalling upon a fpit. 
Whilfl the bread was making, the admiral fent forty men up the country, to learn 
loinelhing ot it ; who the next day returned with ten women and three boys, the red 
ot the people being fled. ..Kmong thefe women, was the w'ife of a cacique, whom a 
Canarynian, that was very nimble, had much difliculty to overtake; and Ihc had got 
Irom him, but that fechig him alone, fhe thought to take him, and doting fhe got 
him down, and hail Ititled him, but that others came in to his aflillance. Thefe wo- 
men’s legs are fwathed vtdth cotton from the ancle to the knee, that they may look 
thick, which ornament they call coiro, and, look upon it as very* genteel ; and they 
gird to hard, that ii it happen to flip off t]ie- kg, that part appears very thin. The 
lame both men and women ufe in Jamaica, who fw.vthe their arms up to the arm-pits, 
that is, about the fmallell parts like the old faniioned fleevcs ufed among us. Thefe 
women are alio excellive fat, and there were fome thicker than a man could grafp. As 
loon as children can Hand upon their legs and walk, they give them a bow, that 
they may learn to llioot ; and they all wear their hair long tmd loofe upon their 
Ihoulders, nor do they cover any. part of the body. I’hat lady they took, faid, tlic 
ifland was only iyliabited by women, and that thofe who would have hipdered the men 
landing were wonjen, except only four men, who were there accidjuitally from an- 
other ifland; for at a certain* time in the year they come to fport, and lie with 
them. I'he lame was obferved by the women of another ifland, called Matrknonioj of. 
whom fhe gave the fame account we read of the Amazons ; and the admiral belTcved 
it by what he law among thofe women, and becaufe of th^ courage and llrength that 
appeared in them. I hey alfo* fay, thofe women feem to be endowed with clearer 
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underftandings than thofe of the other iflands ; for in other places they only reckon 
the day by the fun, and the night by the mcxin ; whereas thefe women reckoned by 
other ilars, faying, when the Charles Wain rifes, or fuch a. ftar is north, then it is time- 
to do fo and io. 


CHAP. LXIV. — The Jdmiral fails from the If and Giiadaloupe for Spain. 

WHEN they had made provifion of bread for twenty days, befides what they had 
aboard, the admiral refolved to continue his voyage towards Spain ; but perceiving that 
iflaild was an inlet to the others, he thought fit firft to fatisfy thofe women with fome 
gifts, in' fatisfaffion for the lofs they had fuftained, and therefore fent them all alhore, 
e^ccept the chief lady, who chofe to go into' Spain with her daughter, among the other 
Indians of the ifland Hifpaniola, one of whom was Cuonabo, who, it has been laid, 
was the chief man in all the ifland, and tliat becaiife he was aiot a native of it, but of 
the Caribbees, and therefore that lady was content to go into Spain with the admiral. 
He having furnifhed himfelf with bread, wood, and water,' let liiil on Wednefday the 
20th of April from Guadaloupe, with the uind very fcant, keeping near the latitude of 
22 degrees ; for at that time they had not found out the method of running away north 
to meet the fouth-weft winds. , 

Having made but little way, and the fliips being full of people, on the 20th of May, 
they all began to be much afflided for want of provifions, which was fo great, that they 
had but fix ounces of bread a day for each, and lefs than a pint of water, with- 
out any thing elfe. And though there were eight or nine pilots in thofe two fliips, yet 
none of them knew where they w'ere ; but the admiral was conftdcint they were but a 
little weft of the Azores, whereof he gives an account in his journal thus. 

This morning the Dutch compaflTes varied, as they ufed to do, a point ; and thofi‘ 
of Genoa, that ufed to agree with them, varied but a very little, but afterwards failing 
eaft vary more, which is a fign w'c are one hundred leagues, or fomewhat more, well 
of the Azores; for when w'e were juft one hundred, there were but a few fcattered 
weeds in the fea ; and the Dutch needles varied a point, thole of Genoa cutting the 
north point ; and w'hen we are fomewhat farther eaft-north-eaft, they will alter again ; 
which was verified on Sunday following, beinig the 2 2d of May; by which, and the 
exaftnefs of his account, he found he was one hundred leagues from the iflands Azores, 
which he was furprized at, and afligned this dift’erence to the‘'fcvcral forts of load-ftones 
the needles ai-e made by ; for till they copie juft to that longitude, they all varied a 
point, and there fome held it ; and thofe of Genoa exactly cut the north-ftar. The 
fame was yet farther demonftrated the next day, being the 24th of May. Thus con- 
tinuing their voyage, though all the pilots went like blind men, on Wednefday the '8th 
of June, they came in fight of Odemira, between Lifbon and Cape St. Vincent, all the 
pilots for feveral days having ftill made for the land, except the admiral, who tHe 
night before flacked his fails for fear of land, faying, he did fo becaufe they were near 
cape St. Vincent, which all laughed at ; fome of them*ifllrming tliey were in the lilnglifli 
channel, and tljofe that erred leaft, faid, they were on the coaft of Gallicia, and 
therefore ought mot to take in any fail, it being better to die afliorc than ftarve miferably 
at fea, the fcarcity being fo great, that there were many, who, like the canibals, were 
jFor ea^g ‘the Indians they had aboard ; and others, to fave the little provifion there was 
left, were for throwing them overboard ; which they would have done,” had not the 
admiral ufed all his authoritj to prevent it, confidering they were human creatures, 
and therefore ought not to be worfe ufed than the reft ; and fo it pleafed God to rewa'fd 
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hi!n with the fight of land next morning, as he had promifcd them all, for which 
reafon he was afterwards looked upon by the feamen as moft expert, and almoft pro- 
phetical in fea affairs. 

CHAP. LXV. — How the Admiral went to Court, and their •CatboUck Majejtics fet 

^ * him out again for the Indies^ 

THE admiral being landed in Spain, began to prepare for his journey to Burgos, 
where he was favourably received by Their Catholic Majefties, who were there cele- 
brating the nuptials of Prince John then- fon, who married Margaret of Auftria, 
daughter to Maxintiliua the Emperor, \\ ho was conducted into Spain, and revived by 
moft of the nobility, and the greateft appetfl’ance of perfons of quality that had ever 
been feeu together in Spain. But though 1 was prefent as page to Prince John, I lhall 
not mention the particulars of this I'olcmnity, as well bccaufe it does not belong to our 
hiftory, as becaufe d’heir llighneftes liiftoriographers have doubtlefs taken care to do it. 
Therefore to return to wlttit concerns the admiral, 1 fay, that being come to Burgos, 
heprefented 'I'lieir Majefties witli feveral things he brought as famples from the Indies, 
as well birds and beafis, as trees, plants, inftruments and other things the Indians ufe 
for their fervice and diverfion ; alio feveral girdles and mafks, with eyes and ears of 
plates bf gold, befiiies much gold land, grols '.md fmtill, as nature produced it : fomc 
grains tus big as vetches, fomc as beans, and ibme as pigeons eggs. This was not 
'afterwards fo much \'alued, becaufc in progrels of time, there were pieces of gold 
found that weighed above thirty pounds. Yet at this time what he brought was much 
\'alued, in hopes of what was hoped for, and accordingly I’heir Majefties received it in 
good part. When the admiral had given them an account of all that related to the 
improving and peopling the Indies ; he was delirous to return with fpeed, lor fear fome 
difalter fliould htippeii in his tibfence, efpccially becaufe he htid left the people there in 
great want of all nccelfai ies. 'i'hough he prelled hard on this account, yet the affairs 
*)1 that court being lubject to delays, lie could not be fo foon difpatched, but that ten 
or twelve months elapled before he obtained two Ihips, wliich were fent before with 
fuccours under the command of Peter Fernandez Coronel. Tliefe let out in February 
1498, and the* admiral ftayed to negociate the obtaining fuch a lleet as was requifite for 
him to return to the Indies. But he was forced to llay above a year at Burgos and at 
Medina del C'.ampo ; where, in the year 1 499, Their Catholic Majefties granted Irim 
many hivours, and gave the necellary orders for his alfairs, and tor the government, 
and fettling of the Indies. Whereo; I here make mention, that it may appear how 
reajily I’heir Catholic Majefties were as yet to reward his merits and fervice, and how 
much they afterwards altered, through the falfe informations of malicious :ind envious 
perfons, infomuch as to fuft'er the wrongs to be done him, which we lhall give an 
account of hereafter. But to return to his departure from court to Seville, there the 
fitting out of the fleet was retarded much longer than was convenient, through the 
negligence and ill management of the King’s officers, and particularly of D. John tfe 
Fonl'eca, ar(;h-deacon of Seville. Whence it proceeded, that the faid^D. John, who 
was afterwards Bilhop of Burgos, ever was an utter enemy to the admiral and his 
affairs,^ and was cliief of thole • that brought him into difgrace with Their Catholic 
Majefties. , And to tlie end that D. James my brother and I, wlio had ferved as pages« 
to Prince Johit, who was now dead, might not fufl'er by his delays, nor be abfent'Rom 
court, till the time of his departure ; he fent us, on the 2d of November 1497, Seville, 
to Iprve ftill as pages to Her Majefty Queen Ifabel, or EUz*abeth, of glorious memory- 
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CHAR LX VI. — The Aihniral fcts out from ^pain to difcovcr the Continent of^Paria. 

THE admiral forwarding his expedition with all poffible care, on the 30th of May 
1498, fet fail from the bay of Sf. Lucar de Berramcda, with fix fhips loaded with 
provifions and other neceflaries, for the relief of the planters in Hifpaiuola, and 
peopling of that ifland. 

On the 7th of June he arrived at the ifland of Puerto Santo, where he heard rnafs, 
and ftaid to take in wood and water, and what elfe he flood in need of; yet that fame 
ni^ht failed away towards Madeira, whither lie canu* on Sunday the 9th of June, and 
there af the town of Fonchal, wms courleoiilly received and treated by the governor of 
that ifland, with whom he ftaid to provide hirnfclf farther till Saturday in the afiecnoon, 
when he failed, and on Wednefday the 19th of June* arrived at (iomera, where there 
was a French fhip that had taken three Spaniards ; who feeing the adinirars f'quadron, 
weighed and flood to fea with them. J'he admiral fiippofing they had been merchant 
lhip$p and fled, believing him to be a Frencliman, took uv, care to j>urfue, till when 
they were at a great diftance, he was informed what they were, and lent after them 
three of his /hips; for fear of w'hich the French left one of ihe lliips they had taken, 
and fled with the other two, fo that the admiral could nor fetch them up. ^ They 
might have caA*ied the other ofl' too, had they not forfaken it ; for when the idrniral 
appeared in the port, in the confternation they wen* in, they had not time to man it 
fo that there being but four Frenchmen alK)ard, and fix Spaniards of thofe that had 
been taken in it ; thefe feeing the afliftanct* coining to them, clapt the French under 
hatches, and returned to the port, where the fhip was reflored to its mailer; and the 
French had fuffered, but that D. Alvaro dc Lugo the governor, and all the ifl^d 
interceded for them, who begged them to exchange for fix of their men the French 
had carried away, wJiich the admiral granted. Still haftening on his w^ay, he failed 
for the ifland Ferro on Thurfday the 21ft of June. JJicre he refolved to fend away 
three of his fix fhips to Hifpaniola, and to fail aw ay w itli the reft tow^ards the iflands of 
Capo Verde ; thence to fail diredlJy over, and dilcover the continent. He therefore 
appointed a captain ov(-*r each fhip, of tholb he lent to Hifpaniola, one of wJiich was 
Peter Arana, coufm to that Arana wlio died in Hifpaniola ; the fecond, Alonza 
Sandier de Carvagal ; and the third, one John Anthony C.olon, Iiis own kinfrnan ; to 
whom he gave particular inflruclion, that each of them fho'ald command a week in his 
turn. This done, he fet out for the ifli,inds of Capo Verde, and thofe captains for 
Hifpaniola. But that climate he w^as then entering upon being unhealthy at that time, 
he had a terrible fit of the gout .in (me leg, and four days after he fell into a violent 
fever; yet notwithftanding liis ficknefs, he was ftill himfelf, and diligently obferved 
the way the fliip made, the alterations of the weather that happened, as he had done 
fince his fir ft voyage. 

On "Wednerday the 25111 of June he difeovered the ifland dc Sal, one of thole of 
Capo Verde; palfing by it, he came to another called Bo// V'ljh/^ a name remote from 
the truth, for it fignifies a good fight, and the place is dull and w^rptched. Here he 
caft anchor in a channel near afmall ifland on tlic weft fide of it, njear to where there 
are fix or feven houfes of the inhabitants for perfons* troubled with the leprofy, w^ho 
' C^iPje thiflier to be cured. And as laiJors rejoice when they difeover land, fo do thefe 
wretches much more, when they fee any fliips. Lherefore they prefelntly ran down 
to the ihore, to fpeak to tlipfe the admiral fent a/hore in the boats to take in water and 
fait, there being alfo abundance of goats there. Underftanding they were Spaniards, 
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the PortugUefe who had charge of the ifland for the owner, went aboard to fpeak to 
the admir al, apd offer him all he demanded ; for which the admiral thanked him, 
ordered him to be well trej^ted, and fome' provifion given him, bepiufe by reafon of 
the bairennefs of the iiland, they always live miferably. The admiral being defirous 
to know what method they ufed to cure the leperfi, that man told him, that the tem- 
perature Of the air was one main caufe of it ; and the next was their diet, becaufe there 
came thither a vaft number of tortoifes, on which the fick feed, and anoint themfelves 
with their blood, and continuing it a Ihort time they recover ; but that thofe who are 
born infefted wth this diftemper are longer a curing. That the reafon of having fo 
many tortoifes, was the fhores being all I'andy, whither the tortoifes, in the months of 
June, July, and Auguft, came over from the fliore of Africk, moft of them as big as 
an ordinary target, and that every night th*ey came up to fleep and lay their eggs qn 
the fand ; that the people went along the fhore in the night with lanthorns or other 
light, feeking the track the tortoife leaves on the fand, which they follow till they find 
the filh ; which deing tired with coming fo far, fleeps fo found that it hears not its 
enemy. He having found and turned his belly up, without doing any more harm, 
goes on to feek more ; for when turned, they cannot ftir from the place, or recover 
their feet. Having got as many as they think fit, they come again in the morning to 
chufe ^hoi'e they like belf ; and letting go the lealt, carry away the others to eat. So 
wretcnedly do the fick live, without any other employment or fuftehance, the ifland 
, being very dry and barren, without trees or fprings, fo that they drink of certain wells 
whole water is thick and brackilh. 'I'hofe who had charge of the ifland, which w'ere 
only that man and four more, had no other employment, but only to kill goats and fait 
them to fend intp Portugal. He faid, there were luch multitudes of thefe goats on the 
mountains, that fome years they killed to the value of three or four thoufand ducats ; 
and that they all came from eight goats, carried thither by the proprietor of the ifland, 
whofe name was Roderick Alfonib, the King of Portugal’s fecretary of the cuftoms. 
That very often the hunters are four or five months without bread, or any other thing 
to eat, except goats’ flefli and filh ; for which rea’on he made great account of the 
provifion he had given him. I'hat man and his cooipanions, with Ibme of the admiral's 
men, went out a goat-hunting ; but perceiving it required much time to kill all he had 
need of, he would ftay no longer, being in great hafte. 

On Saturday the 30th of June he failed for the iiland of Santiago, the chief of Capo 
Verde, where he arrived fhe next day in the evening, and anchored near a church, 
fending alhore to buy fome cows and bulls to carry alive to Hifpaniola ; yet obferving 
k was a diflicult matter to iurnilh himfelf fttfoon as he defired, and how prejudicial 
delays were to him, he refolved to ftay no longer ; and the more for fear his men 
Ihoald ficken, that country being unhealthy. He fays, that all the while he was at that 
ifland, he never faw the Iky nor any ftar ; but there was always a thick hot fog, 
infomuch that three parts of the inhabitants were fick, and they all of them had a 
bafe colour. 

• 

CHAP. LXVIl.^ — How the Admiral failed from the IJlands of Capo Vcr 3 e^ to dif cover the 

Continent ; of the violent Heat he endured, and great JB right nefs of the North-Star. 

ON Thurfday the 5th of July the admiral left the ifland of Santiago, faiSng (flpih** 
weft, with a fefolution to hold that courfe till he was under the equinodial, and then 
to fteer due weft, that he might find fome other land, pr crofs over to Hifpaniola. 
Bud thte currents among thofe iflands fetting violently towards the north and nortl^ 
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to the boats iix gtung backwards and forwards. ,On the way before they caipe tp this 
point, a canoQ began to folbw them with tw««y-five men in it, and llqi^ped at jiboMt 
a cannon (hot dHlance, calling out and talking very loud , Nothing could be under- 
ftood, though it was fuppofed they inquired who our m<»i were, ^ whence thejj 
• came, as the other Indians ufed to do at firft. There being no poi&bility ol perfuading 
thmn with any words to come^ abo<ird, they began to Ihew tfoma feveral things, t^at 
they might covet to have them, fuch as little brafs bafons, Ipoking-glades, and other 
things the reft of the Indians uied to make great account of. Bpt thou^ this drew 
them a little, yet they foon ftopped again ; and therefore the more to aUure them, the 
admiral ordered one to get upon the poop with a tabor and pipe, add fome young 
feMows to dance. As foon as the Indians faw it, they put themfelves into a pofture ot 
dsfence, laying hold of their targets, and ihooting their arrows at thofe that danced, 
who, by the admiral’s command, that thofe people might not go unpunilhed, or con- 
temn the Chriftians, leaving their dance began to fhoot with their crofs bows, fo that 
they were glad to draw oft, and made to another caraval, clapping clofe to its fide 
without any apprehenfion. The pilot of the Ihip went ovei* into the canoo, and rave 
them fome things they W'ere very well pleafed with, and faid, if they had been amore 
they would have brought him bread from their houfes, and fo they went towards land ; 
nor would they in the Ihip ftop ever a one, for fear of difplesftng the admiral.. The 
account they gave of them was, that they were well-fhaped people, and whiter than 
thofe of the other illands ; and that they wear their hair long, like women, bound , 
with fmall ftrings, and covered their privities with little clouts. 

CHAP. LXX. — Of the Danger the Ships were in, entering the Mouth of the Channel, 
they called Boca del Drago, or the Dragon's Mouth ; and Imv Farm was difeovend, 
being the JirJl Difcovcry on the Contitu nt. 

AS foon as the Ihips had anchored at Punto del Arenal, tlie admiral font the boats 
alhore for water, and to get fome information of the Indians ; but they could do 
neither, that country being very low, and unpeopled. He theictore ordered them the 
next day to dig trenches on the iftand, and by good luck they found them ready ma^e, 
and full of excellent wavr, and it was thought the fifliermen had made them. Havmg 
taken what they wanted, the adiulral refolved to proceed on to another mouth or 
channel which appeared towards the north-w'cft, which he afterwards called Boca del 
Drago, or the Dragon’s Mouth, to dilUnguifli it liom that where he was, to which he 
had given the name of Boca de la Sierpe, .or the Serpent’s Mouth. Ibefe two mouths 
or channels, like the Dardanelles*, were made by the two weftermoft points of ihe 
Trinity ifland, and two others of the continent, and lay ahnoft north ,and fouth of*one 
another. In the mldft of that, where the admiral anchored, was another rock, which 
he called £1 Gallo, that is the Cock. Through this mouth, he galled Boca de Sierpe, 
thf water continually ran fo furioufly northward, as if it had been the mouth of fome 
great river, which was the reafon of giving it that name, becaufe of the fright it put 
them into. For as they lay very fecurcly at anchor, there came a ftronger llream of 
water than ufual, with a hideous noife, running through that mouth, northward. And 
another current running out of the gulph now called’ Faria, oppofite to that before- 
lOiRtipnea, th^ met with hideous roaring, and caufed the fea to fwell up 11% a high 
nKRintain, or ri^e of hills along that channel, whkh mountain foon capie tOfrards ifoe 
Ih^.to the great terror of .all men, fearfojg tbie^ fooul,d over-fet. But it pfeafed God 
it pseSed under, or xath^ lifted them up witboua ddfog any hatni} though it drew the 

anchor 



L1P£ or COJLONy BY HlS SOK. 


'lOI 

anchor of one of "^ieiri, carrying the veffel away ; but by the help of thdr fails they 
efcafled without mortal fear of being lofl:» That furious current being 

pafed, the'ad&iBl conlid^ring the dar^ h^ was in there, flood for the Dragon’s 
Mouth* which was between the north point dFthe Trinity ifland, and the eafl point of 
Paiia ; y^ went not through it at that time, but bailed along the fouth coaft of Paria 
w^ward) ^tieving it to be an ifland, and hoping to ^hnd a way out northwards to> 
wards 'Hifpaniola. And though there were many ports alonjg that coaft of Paria, he 
would put into none, all the fea being a harbour locked in with the continent. 


CHAP. LXXl. — - How there was fim Gold and Pearls found in ParlOy and a PeopU 

of good Cenverfatien, 

IHE admiral being at an anchor on the fifth of Auguft, and it being his particular 
levotion never to weigh on a Sunday, he fent the boats afhore, where they found 
ibundance of fruit of the fame fort they had feen in the other iilands ; ^eat numbers 
>f trees, and figns of peoj^le that had fled for fear of the Chriftians. being un- 
ivilling to lofe time, he failed down the coaft fifteen leagues farther without going into 
iny harbour, for fear he fhouid mifs of wind to bring him out. Being at an anchor on 
he coaft, at the end of thefe fifteen leagues, there came out a canoo to the caraval 
called El Borreo, with three men in it ; and the pilot knowing how much the admiral 
:oveted to receive fome information from thofe people, he pretended to talk to them, 
and let hitnfelf fall into the canoo, and the Spaniards in the boat took thofe three men, 
and carried them to the admiral, who made very much of them, and fent them afhore 
wifn many gifts, w’here there appeared abundance of Indians. Thefe hearing the good 
account the three gave them, came all in their canoos to barter for fuch things as they 
had, which were much the fame as had been feen in the iflands before difeovered, only 
that here they had no targets, nor poifoned arrows, which thefe people do npt ufe, but 
only the cannibals. Their drink was a fort of liquor as white as milk, and another 
fomewhat blackifh, tailing like green wine made of grapes not quite ripe, but they 
could not learn what fruit it was made of. They wore cotton cloths well wove, of 
feveral colours, about the bignefs of a handkerchief, fome bigger and fome lefs ;• and 
what they moll valued of our things was brafs, and el'pecially bells. The people feem 
to be more civilized and traftable than thofe of Hifpaniola. They cover their nakednefs 
with one of thofe cloths above-mentioned, and have another wrapped about their head. 
The women cover nothing, not even their, privities : the fame they do in the Trinity 
ifland. They faw nothing of value here, except fome little plates of gold they hung 
about thdr necks ; for which reafon, and becaufe the admiral could not flay to dive 
into the fecrets df the country, he ordered fix of thofe Indians to be taken, and con- 
tinued his voyage weftward, believing that land of Paria, which he called the Holy 
l^nd, was no continent. Soon after another ifland appeared towards (be fouth, and 
anoth^ no Ids than that towards the weft, all high land, fowed and well people ; 
and the Indians had more plates of gold about their necks than the others, and abun- 
dance of guankiis, which is very low , gold. They faid that was produced in other 
weftem iflands, inhabited by people that eat men. The women had firings of beads 
about thdr arms, and among them very fme large and fmall pearls ftrung, fome 
tvhereof ‘w<irp got in exchange to fend their Catholic Mdefties m a firnij^e. 
afked where 'they- found thofe things, they made fi^ to fww that in the oyfter-fbells 
v^ch v/ae taken wdbrard that land of Piaria, and beyond it towards the norih. 
Xfpon this, the admhn! ftarid to know more of that goi^ difeovery, and fent the 
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boats afliore, where all the people of the country that had flocked together, appeared 
fo tra^hble aoid friendly, that they importuned the Ghriflians to go a}i(Mfg>wim«thein 
to a houfe not fiax off, where they gave them to eaty and a great of that 
theirs. Him from that houfe, which'it is Hkely Was the Kjng*s palace, th^ ^fried 
' them^to another, which was his foi^s, and fhewed them the fame kindne&. They 
were all in general whiter than, any they had feen in the Indies, and of better ai^fts 
and lhapes, with their hair cut Ihort by their ears, after the .Spanifh fafhion. From 
them they underftood that land was called Paria, and that they woiuld be glad to be in 
amity with the Chriftians. Thus they departed from them, and retUTite^ to the Ihips. 

CHAP. LXXII. — Hole the Admiral pajfed through Boca del Drago, and the Danger 

he was tn there, 

THE admiral holding on his voyage weftward, they ftill found lefs and lefs vrater, 
infomuchjhat being come through four or five fathom, they found but two and a half 
at ebb, fttlf the tide differed from that at the Trinity iflana ; for at the Trinity, the 
water iwelled three fathom, and here being forty-five leagues to the weftward, it rofe 
but one ; and there always, whether ebb or flood, the current ran weft ; and here 
upon the ebb tl^ey ran call, and upon the flood weft ; there the water waf. but 
brackifh, here it was like river wata*. The admiral perceiving this difference, and 
how little water he found, durft proceed no farther in his fhip, which required three 
fathom water, being of a hundred ton, and therefore came to an anchor on that cogft, 
which Was very fafe, being a port like a horfe-fhoe, locked with that land on all f^^. 
However, he fent the little caraval, called El Borreo, or the Poft, to difeover whaler 
there was any pafs weftward among thofe illands. She having gone but a little way, 
returned the next day, being the eleventh of Auguft, faying, that at the weftermoft 
point of that fea, there was a mouth or opening, two leagues over from north to 
fbuth, and within it a round bay, with four other little bays, one towards each 
quarter of heaven ; that from each of them flowed a river, whofe water made that fea 
fo fWeet, which was yet much fweeter farther in ; adding, that all that land which 
feemed to be iflands, was one and the fame continent ; that they had every where four 
or five fathom water, and fuch abundance of ’thofe weeds they faw in the or oA^ that 
they hindered their failing. The admiral, therefore, being , certain he could liot get 
out weftward, that fame day ftood back to the eaftward, defigning to pafs the ftreights, 
which he faw betw^n the hmd the Indians call Paria, and the Trinity. In this 
ftreight there are four little iflands eaft neaff the point of the Trinity, which he called 
cape Boca, becaufe it was blunt, weft upon the point of the continent, which he callM 
cape Lapa, and in the middle. The reafon why he called this tfte Dragon’s Mouth) 
was, becaufe it is very dangerous, by reafon of the abundaheb of frefh water that 
ftruggles to get out there into the fea, and made three boifterous channels, extending 
fp«i.n eaft to weft the w idth of the ftreight. And becaufe, as he was failing through, 
the wind failed him, and he was in danger of bring drove on fome fund or rode ; 
therefore he with reafon gave it a name aiffwerable to that* of the other mouth, where 
he was in no lefs danger, as was faid above. But it plegfed God, that what they moll 
dreaded fhpul J be their greateft fafety, the ftrength of the current carrying them oft’. 
’Tlftffsfore on Monday the 17th of Auguft, he began to fail weftward alipg coaft 
of t'iuiai' in ordef to ftand over afterwards for Hi^ahiola, ^vihg thanks tO'Ood, who 
delivered him from fo many troubles and didigen)) ftSll flieiirag him new comitries foil 
'>f peAceUbie people and great wealth, efpecialiy^aewhfeh fie ANtathiy ceiAduded to be 
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tfee conjiiMM^ - the great extent of that gulph of pearls, of the rivers that 
ran fipm tt, ttf die fea, and by the authority of JEfdras, 

m i:ht^^ of the 4^k>^i Idiere he fays, that dividing the globe into 

fevea^arte, only one of them water; for all the Indians of the 

Garibbee iflands had told him, there was a vafl land fouthward. 

CHAP. LXXIII .^ — Bow the Admiral Jlood over fromjhe Continent to Bijfanipla. 

THE adniira(l ^slyi^g along weftward on the coaft of Paria, ftill fell finther off from 
it towards the horth-weft, the currents in being calm driving him that way ; fo that 
on Wednefday the 15th of Auguft, he left .the cape, he called He las Conchas, or of 
Shells, fotith of him, and the ifland Margarita weft, which name he gave this ifland, 
perhaps by divine infpiration, becaufe clofe by it lies that of Cubagj^a, where an 
infinite quantity of pearls has been found ; and in Hilpaniola and Jam»ca at his re- 
turn he called fome Mountains of Gold, where afterwards was femnd th^j greateft 
quantity and largeft pieces' that ever were carried from thence into Spain., -frat ,to re- 
turn to his voyage, he held on his courfe by fix iflands, which he called Las Crudes, 
or The Guards, and three others more to the north, Los Teftigos, or The Wit^lTes. 
And though they ftill difeovered much land of Paria pefbirard, yet the admiral 
fays, he could not from this time give fuch an account of it as he could wifh, becaufe 
•through overmuch watching, his eyes were inflamed, anditherefore was forced to take 
moft of his obfervations from the failors and pilots. IJe alfo fays, that this fame 
night, ’being Thurfday the i()th of Auguft, the compaffes which till now had not 
variJil, did at this time, at leaft a point and a half, and fome of them two pewts.^ 
wherrin there could be no miftake, becaufe feveral perfons had always watched to ©b- 
ferve i^i,, Admiring at this, and grieved thiit he had not the opportunity of ft^ow- 
ing the courfe of the continent, he held on north-weft, till on Monday thej^iaoth 
of Auguft he came to anchor between Beaca and Hifpaniola ; whence he ftbt a 
letter by fome Indians to his brother the Adelantodo, acquainting him with his fafe 
arrival and fuccefs. He was furprized to find himfelf fo far weftward ; for tiJtots^h 
he knew the ftwee of the currents failed, yet he did not think it had been fo 'muofeC 
Therefore to the end his provifions might not fail him in time of need, he flood to 
the eaftward for S. Domingo, into which harbour he fiiiled on the 30th of Auguft ; 
for here the lieutenant his brother had appointed the city to be built on the eaft-fide 
the river, where it Hands at prefent, ;uid was.cal]ed Santo Domingo in memory oif his 
father, whofe name was Dominick. 

CHAP. LXXIV . — The Rebellion and Troubles the Admiral jwt with in H^pq^iola, 
raifed by the wickedntfs of one Francis Roldan., whom he had left as Alcalde Mayon, 
or Chief Jujiicc. 

'^THE admiral bemg come to S. Domingo, almoft blind with fiyer-ii^ifchttiig, he 
hoped :;there ’to sell himfelf ^ter his voyage, ;md find peace ampngffti^^peqple, but 
found all quite contrary, for till the people in the ifland were in tmd rebel- 
lion ; for , abundance of thofe he’had' left were dead, and of thofe above 

one hundred;^ the French ,p©3t, f^ bffid^^^ weB»»ilf 

rebellibn he found not theth|ee ||i^,;y^^^ him front 

the Can^i^, iflands. Of thefe t||iinga,it.:is . r^uinte we fptak mdetly* b^inning from* 
the fimo me admirai/et©ift fr>r whk& as we laid, was March 1496, thirty 
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months before his return ; the firft part of which time the people contiiiu^ prrtty 
quiet, in hopes of his return, and of being fpeedily relieved: But the fitft year^eing 
paffed, the Spaniih provifions failing, and ficknefs and.fufferings increanng, they 
began to be diffatisfied with what wasj and to defpair of any better ; fo that the com- 
plairits of many difcontented perfons were heard, who never want fomebody to ftir 
them uf , defiring to be head o/ a party, as was now done by' one Francis Roldan, bqrn 
at Torre de D. Ximeno, whom the admiral had left in fuch power among both Chril- 
tians and Indians, by making him chief juftice, that he was as much obeyed as him- 
felf.^ For this reafon it is to be fuppofed there was not that good underftanding be- 
tween him and the admiral’s lieutenant, as ought to have been for the publick 
good, as time and experience made it appear. For the admiral, neither returning 
himfelf, nor fending any fuppHes, this Roldan began to think of poflefling himfelf 
of the illand, defigning for this purpofe to murder the admiral’s brothers, as thofe 
that could beft oppofe his rebellion, and waited an opportunity to put this in execu- 
tion. It happened that the lieutenant of the ifland, one of the admiral’s brothers, went 
to a proinnce in the weft, called Xaragua, eighty leagues from Ifabella, where 
the faid Roldan remained in his employ, but fubordinate to D. James, fecond brother 
to the admiral, lliis Roldan was fo offended at, that whilft the lieutenant was taking 
order how the kings of the ifland fhould pay tribute to their (ntholick MajelUes, a.^ 
the admiral had rated all the Indians, Orlando began underhand to draw Ibme of 
them over to his party. But that it might not prove fatal to rife on a hidden, and, 
without fome pretence ; that which Roldan laid hold of w;is, that there was a caraval 
aftiore at Ifabella, built by the lieutenant of the ifland, to fend to Spain in cafe oi 
neceflity, and there being no launching* of it for want of tackle and other necelHries, 
Roldan feigned and gave out there was fome other reafon for it, and that it behoved 
the publick, that caraval Ihould be fitted out, that fome of them might go to Spain in 
it, to give ;m account of their fufterings. Thus, upon pretence of the publick good, 
he preffed that it might be launched, and D. James Columbus not confenting to it 
for want of tackle, as has been faid, Roldan began more boldly to treat with fome 
about launching the caraval in defpite of him ; telling thofe he thought to agree writh 
him, that if the lieutenant and D. James were difpleafed at it, the reafon was becaufe 
they would fecure to themfelves the dominion of the country, and keep them in 
fubjedion, without any Ihip that might carry the news of their revolt to their Catho- 
Jick Majefties. And fincc they w'ere fatisfied and convinced of the cruelty and ill- 
nature of the lieutenant, and w'hat a roftlels life he led them, building tow'ns and 
forts, and that they had no hopes of die admiral’s coming with fupplies, it was fit 
they Ihould take that caraval and procure their liberty, and not fuff'er themfelves under 
pretence of pay, which they never received, to be kept under by a foreigner, wherisas it 
was in their power to live at eal’e and in plenty ; for that whatfoever could be had in the 
ifland would be equally divided among them, and they would be ferved by the Indisuis 
their own content, without being fo much in fubj^clion that they could not take to 
wife any Indian woman they plcaled. That the lieutenant made them keep the three 
vows of religiAus men; and befides that, they wanted not for falls an'd difciplines, 
as alfo impriionment, and other punilhments, which they endured for the leaft fault. 
Tfacreforp, fince he had the rod of juftice and regal authority, which fecured them 
HgWBift any thing that might befal them on this account, he advifcd them to do what 
he (iireded, wherein they could not do amifs. With thefe and the like Words, pro- 
reeding from the hatred h« bore the lieutcnant,»be ^rew ib many over to his own 
party, that one day w^ien the lieutenant was come hack from Xaragua to Ifab'clla, 
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fome of them refolved to Aab him, looking upon it as fo eafy a matter, that they 
had provided a halter to han^ him up after he was dead. What at prefent tlic 
more incenfed them, was |he imprifoning of one Barahona, a friend to the confpi- 
rators, againft whom, if God had not put it into the heart of the lieutenant not to 
proceed to execution of juftice at that time, they bad then certainly murdered him. 

CHAP. LXXV. — How Francis Roldan endeavoured to make the Town of Conception 

mutiny^ and plundered Ifabella. 

FRANCIS ROLDAN, perceiving lie had miffed of the murder of the lieutedau/, 
and his confpiracy was difeovered, he refolved to jioffefs himfelf of the town a;u] 
fort of The Conception, thinking from thence he might eafily fubdue the ifland. Jt 
fell out conveniently for his defign, that he was near the laid town ; for whillt the 
lieutenant was aboard, hf; had been fent with forty men about that province, to reduce 
the Indians that had revolted, with the fame defign of making themfelves mailers of 
that town, and deltroying the Chrilliiuis. So that Roldan, under pretence bf putting 
a Hop to this evil, and punilhing the Indians, gathered his men at the relidence of one 
of their caciques, called Marche, defigning to put his projecl in execution upon the 
fir It opportunity. But Balleller, ihe commander of the fort, having fome jcaloufy of 
him, he Hood upon his guard, aiul acquainted the lieutenant of the* ifland with the 
^ danger he was in, who with all Ijx^ctl, and what men he could gather, threw himfelf 
into the fort. ’J'hither Roldan came upon a fafe condudl, now his confpiracy was dif- 
eovered, rather to obferve by the lieutenant what might do him harm, than through 
any delire of coming to an accommodation, and with more boldnefs and impudence 
than became him, required the lieutenant to caufe the caraval to be launched, or give 
him leave to launch it, which he and his friends would tlo. The lieutenant incenfed 
at thefe words, anfwered, that neither he nor his friends were feamen, or knew what 
was proper to be done in that cafe ; and that though they had known how to launch 
it, yet they could not fail in her for want of rigging and otlier necefl'aries, and 
therefore it would be on!) expofmg the men and the caraval. And, forafmuch as 
the lieutenant, underllood that afl'air, as a feaman, and they not being fuch, knew 
nothing of it, therefore they varied in their judgments. Thel'e, and other difpleafmg 
words having paffed between them, Roldan went away in a paflion, refufing to quit his 
rod of juftice, or Hand trial, as the lieutenant ordered, faying, he would do both, 
when Their Majellies, whole the ifland was, commanded him ; knowing he coula ex- 
ped no juftice from him, becaufe of the hatred he bore him, but that right, or 
wsong, he would find means to put him to death with fltame : that in the mean 
whfle, not to exceed the bounds of realon, he would go and refide where he fhould 
bid him. But he at prefent appointing him the relidence of the cacique James Colon, 
hfe refufed it, faying, there were not provifions tlu're for his men, and that he 
would find a more convenient place. He fet out towards Ifabella, and having 
thered fixty five men, perceiving he could not launch the caraval^ he plundered the 
magazines, 'he and his followers taking away what arms. Huffs, alntiprovifions they 
thought fit j D. Jjmes Colon, who was there, not being able to oppofe him, but 
would have been in danger, had he not retired to the fort with fome friends and fer- 
vants. Yet in the procefs afterwards drawn up on this fubjefl, there wereVomq,jt)at 
depofed, that* Roldan promifed to fubmit to him, provided he would take his part 
againft his own brother : wliich he refufing, and Rold^ not being able to do him 
any further harm, as alfo feaVing the fuccours that were coming from the lieutenant, 
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he went out of town with all the mutineers, and falling on the cattle that grazed 
thereabouts, they killed fuch as they liked to eat, and took the beafts of burden to 
ferve them in their journey, refolving to go into the province of Xaragua, whence 
the lieutenant was lately come defignhig to fettle there, that being the pleafanteft 
and moft plentiful part of the iflaifd ; the people here being more civilized and 
wifer than the reft of the natives of Hifpaniola ; but above all, becaufe the women 
were the handfomeft, and of the moft pleafing converfation of any others ; which moft 
invited them to go thither. But that they might not go without making trial of their 
ftrength, before the lieutenant could increafe his power, and punifti them as they de- 
ferved, they refolved to take the town of The Conception in their v'ay, to furprize it, 
and kill the lieutenant ; and in cafe this did not fucceed, to befiege him. The lieute- 
nant having intelligence of their defign, ftood upon his guard, encouraging his men 
with good words, and promifing them many gifts, and each of them tw'o Haves. And 
fbrafmuch as he underftood, that moft of ihofe that were ’with him liked the life 
Roldan and his men led, fo well, that many of them gave car to his mefl'ages j there- 
fore Roldan having conceived hopes that th(*y would all go over to him, had the 
boldnefs to undertake that enterprize, w'hich did not fucceed as he expefted. For 
th(! lieutenant having provided, as has been faid, being hind'elf a ntan of great refo- 
lution, and having the beft men on his fide, was rel'olvcd to do that by force of 
arms, which he could not compafs by fair means and arguments. Having therefore 
gathered his men together, he marched out of town to ‘attack the rebels on the road. 


CHAP. LXX VI. — HoxC' Francis Roldan incenfed the Indians againjl the Lieutenant, 
and went away with his Men to Xaragua. 

FRANCIS ROl.DAN, perceiving he was fo difappointed, and that not oik* ol the 
lieutenant’s men came over to him, as he had i xpecied, refolved to retire in time, -and 
go away to Xaragua, as he defigned at lirll, not ilaring to meet him, yet prefumed 
to talk cojtten'ptiMy of him, and t^ ftir uj) the Indians, wherever he went, to rebel 
againft him, telling them, th<- caufe of his fori'aking him w;is his heitig a man ntitiirally 
revengeful and morofe, as well towards the ('.hriftians as Indians ; :u>d abominably 
covetous, impofmg great burdens aitd tributes on them ; which if they bore with, he 
W'ould increafe every year, though agaiud Their (’atliolic Majellies’ will ; who recpiircd 
nothing of their fiibjccis but obedience, maiutiim’ng them in juftice, liberty and peace; 
which, if they feared they fliould not be aide to mainniin, he with his friends and fol- 
lowers, would aftifl thetn to aflert, and would declare himfelf their protector and de- 
liverer. After which, they r lolve.l to f’-rldd paying the tribute, we faid, had been itti- 
pofed on them, by which means it could not be gathercil of thofe that dwelt far frbm 
tfip lieutenant, nc'r durft he exact it of thofe near tiboiil him, for fear of provoking 
them to join with the rebels. Vet this condefcenfion towtirds them had not fo good 
a*’efl'elt, but that as foon as the lieutenant was gone from I’lie Conception, Guarionex, 
who was the principa.l caciijue c)f that province, with the alfilt-ance of Roldan, refolved 
to bcfiege the fflt, and deftroy the Chriftians that kept it. The bettet to elfed it, he 
drew together all the cacii]ues of his party, and agreed with them privately, that 
every one^.fhould kill thofe that w'(‘re within his precintf, becaufe the territories in 
fiUjwiiola being too fmall for any of them to maintain a great number of people, 
the ChriJlians had been obliged to divide themfelves into fmall parcels of eight or 
nine in each liberty, This«- gave the Indians hopes, fhat furprifing them all at the 
fame time, they might h^vc it in their power to fuller none to efcape. But they hiv- 
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ing no other way of fixing a time, or ordering any thing clfe that requires counting, 
but only by their fingers, they refolved, that every one fliould be ready to deftroy 
the Chriftians at the next (lull moon. Guarionex having thus difpofed his caciques to 
put this in execution, the chiefeft of them being defirous to gain honour, and look- 
ing upon the matter as very eafy, and being no good aftrohomcrs, to know when the 
full mooh was, fell on before the time appointed, and were forced to fly, after many 
blows. He thinking to find affiftance in Guarionex, found his ov|fn ruin ; for he 
put him to death, as he had deferved, for having caufed the conlpiracy to be dif- 
covered, and the Chriftians to be upon their guard. The rebels were not a little ^con- 
cerned at tills mifcarriage; for, as was reported, it had been contrived with their con- 
fcnt, and therefore they waited to fee, whether Guarionex brought affairs to fuch 
terms, that joining with him they might tleftroy the lieutenant : but perceiving .this 
did not fucceed, they thought not themfelves fecure in the province where they were, 
but went away to Xaragua, ftill proclaiming themfelves proteftors of the Indians ; 
whereas they were thieves in their actions and inclinations, having no regard for God 
or the world, but fttllowilig their inordinate appetites ; for every one ftolfi what he 
could, and Roldan their leader more than all of them, perfuading and commanding 
every cacique to entertain hitn, that could and would defend the Indians and rebels 
from paying the tribute the lieutenant demanded of them, though at the fame time 
he under this pretence took much more from them ; for from oiily one cadque, 

, whofe name was Manicaotex, he received every three months, a calabafh, containing 
three marks of pure gold, that is, a pound and a half, and to be the more fure of 
him, kept his Ion and nepiiew as hoftagi's. He that reads this, mufi not w'onder 
that vve reduce the marks of gold to the meafure of a calal-afh, which we do to flicw, 
that the Indians in thefe cafes dealt by meaiure, becauft; they never iiad any weights. 


CHAP., LX XVII. — How the Ships came from Spain with Fro-vifiuns and Supplies. 

THE Chriftians being thus divided, as has been laid, and no fliips yet coming 
from Spain with fupplies, neither the lieutenant*nor his brother 1). James, could 
keep the people quiet that had remained with them ; for moft of them being mean 
perfons, and defirous to lead that eafy life Roldan promifed them, they durft not 
punifh the guilty, for fear of being Ibrfaken ; which made them fo infolent, that it 
was impolliblc to keep thefii in order, and therefore they were forced to bear w'ith the 
affronts of the rebels. Hut it being God’s \vill to affbnl them fomc comfort, it pleafed 
him to order that the two fhips flioidd arrive^ which, as w'as faid before, had been fent 
a year after the admiral’s departure from the Indies,* not without great application ufed 
by him at court for fitting them out; for he, confidering the nature of the country, 
the difpofitions of the people he left behind, and the great danger that might accrue 
frbm his long abfence, preffed for, and obtained of I'heir Catholic Majefties, that 
thofe two Ihips might be fent belbre, of eighteen he had been ordered to fit out. 
The arrival of thefe, the fupplies they brought of men and provifi^ns, and the affur- 
imce that the admiral was fafe arrived in Spain, encouraged thofe that were with the 
lieutenant to ferve him more faithfully, and made thofe that followed Roldan, appre- 
henfive of being punifhed. I'hfefe being defirous to hear news, and furnifh diemfelves 
with what they wanted, refolved to repair to St. Domingo, where the fliips hadiftir 
in, hoping to draw fome of the men over to their party. But the lieutenant having 
intelligence of their march, and^ being nearer that harbour,, he moved towards tliem to 
hinder their paffage; and having left guards on the pafles, went to the port to fee 
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the fhips, and order -the arfairs of that places And being defirous the admiral Ihould 
find the ifland in a peaceable condition, and all troubles ended, he again made; new 
overtures to Roldan, who was fix leagues oft with his mep, fending to him fpp this 
purpofe the commander of the'twb fhips lately arrived, whofc name was Peter Fer- 
nandez Coronel ; as well becaufe he was a man of worth and in authority, as becaufe 
he hoped his words \voulil prove., more effectual, fince he as an eye-witnefs, coijld 
certify him of. the admiral’s arrival hi Spain, the good reception he had found, and 
the ■willingnels Their Majefties exprelled to make him ftill greater. But the chief 
men among them, fearing the impreflion this meflenger might make upon their fol- 
lowers, would not fuffer him to fpeuk in publick ; lo that they received him with 
their bows and arrows on the rejad, and he could only fpeak lome few words to 
thofe that were appointed to hear him. 'I'hus having done nothing, he returned to 
the town, and the rebels to their quarters in Xaragun, not without apprehenfions, left 
Roldan aiuTfome f)f the principal men of his gang, fliould write to their friends that 
were with the liemtenant, defiring iliein when the admiral came, to intercede for them, 
fince all their complaints were againll the lieiiienant, and n6t againlf the admiral liim- 
felf, for which reafon thi'v defired to be rellored to his favour. 


CHAP. LXXVJIl. — U'AC the ihne Sh’fs t/r /hhnirul fait from tk Camiry IjLirJs 

Lirri-ved ivhcrc iht RcIk'Is ‘care. 

HAVING fpoko of the arriv.i! i f the iv.o ihii.'s tlie admiral fent from fipain to 
Jlifpaniola, it is fit we give an acemn f el tiie liiree i'.iat parteil ironi him at the 
Canary ii'lands, which proe<.'eded im tl'.eir voyage with lair winds fill tjiey came to the 
Caribbee iflands, which .ire the lirlt that li.iloi'.s meet with in their ua) to the port c'f 
St. Domingo. The pilots then not being lo v.eli ac't|uainted with that voyage, as they 
have been lince, it happened they knew not how to hit thtil port, and were carried 
away by the currents fo far to weltward, that they arrived in the province ol Xaragtta, 
where the reliefs wee, who as foon as they underllood that thofe Ihips were out ol 
their way, and knew nothing of th®r revolt, fomc of them went peticetibly aboard, 
pretending they w'ere there by the lieutenant’s orders, the better lo by fupplied with 
provifions, and keep that country under. Rut it being very caly lor a fecret, lhat is 
among many, to be difeovered, Aloiilb Sanchez de Caravajal, who was the Ikilfullelt 
of the captains of thofe fhijis, liciug aware ol flic rebellion and difeord, began im- 
mediately to make overtures of pea.ce fo I'Vtincis Roldan, thinking to bring him to 
fubniit to tile lieutenant. Rut the familiar converfation the rcftels had before enter- 
tained aboard the fhips, was theTaiile that his perfuafions had not the defired eU'eef ; 
for Roldan Iiad privately obtained promifes from many of thofe that came frefli* out 
of Spain, that they would fttiy with him, and by th;it accellion he hoped to become 
ftill greater. Caravajal therefore finding things were not in fuch a pofture that he 
jjight hope for a fpeedy conclufion of what he had in hand, thought it convenient, 
with the advice of the other two captains, that the peopje they brought under pay to 
work in the rpines, and other employments, fliould go by land to f^t. Dtimingo, be- 
caufe the < winds and currents being let there againfl that voyage, jt was poffible they 
might not perform it in two or three months ; fo that ' they would not only confume 
*vk^rovi\ions, but the men might fall Cck, and the time be loft, which ought to have 
been employed in the fervice they came for. Having agreed upon this,' it fell to John. 
Anthony , Colon his lot to, march with the men, which wx're forty, to Arana, to 
fail about with the fhips, and to Caravajal to Itay and endeavour to bring the rebels 
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to an accommodation. John Anthony Colon, fetting . forward the fecond day after 
they landed, thofe labourers and vagabonds fent over to work' went away to the rebels, 
leaving their captain with oqly fix or fevcn men that ftuck to him. , lie feeing their 
bafe infidelity, without apprehending any danger yrent to Roldan, and told him, that 
fince he pretended to prc'mote the fervice of 'I’heir Catholic Majefties, it Was not realbn- 
able he lliould fuller thofe men that were come to people and cultivate the country, 
and to follow their callings with wages in hand, to Hay there and lofe their time, 
without doing any thing of that they were obliged to ; and that if he had turned them 
away, it had been a token that his words and his udions agreed ; that his Haying there 
caufed the divilion and difordcr with the lieutenant, and not any inclination in hint to 
obflrud the Ring’s fervice. But thtit which had happetied turning to the account of 
Roldan and his followers, as well for the* carrying on their defign, as becaufe the 
crime committed by many is generally foonelt connived at; he excufed himfelf as 
to that point, fa) itig, he jcsjuKl not ufe violence towards tliem, and that his was a re- 
ligious order, which refufed no nuui. John Anthony knowing it u'as not the part of 
a difereet man to expofe Itimfelf to the danger of prelling farther without hopes of 
Juccefs, refolved to go aboard again with thofe few that followed him; and there- 
fore' that they might not be ferved fb by thofe that were left, they two captains 
failed immediately with their two Ihips towards St. Domingo, with the wind as con- 
trary as they had feared ; for they fp(‘nt many days, fpoiled tlieir’provilions, and 
, Ctiravajars fhip was much damtiged upon certain faiuls, where Ihe loll Inu- rudder 
:md Ipruiig a leak, fo that they had much to do to bring her in. 

CHAP. LXXIX. — - Hcac the Captains of the Ships that came from Xarapta, found 

the /idinirul at St. Domingo. 

’niF, captains with their Ihips arriving at St. Domingo, in their return from 
Xaraguti, foutul the admiral there, tifter his dilcovery of the continent, lie being 
fully informc'il of the condition of the rebels, ami having leen the procefs his lieu- 
tenant liad made againfl them, though the crim'^ was ]dainlv tmide out to deferve 
levcre j)imilhn',iL’nt. yet he thought fit tv) form a new procefs, and give 'Fhcir Majefties 
an ticcount of it, refolving at the lame time to ufe all the moderation he could in 
this mtitler, and endeavouring to reduce th.em by fair means. For w'hich reafon, 
.tml that neiiher they rnr any <>thers might have caufe to complain (d' him, or fay 
he kept them tin re by force, he made procljimation on the i 2th 'of September, giv- 
ing leave to all rltat would return to Spaiy, and promiling thent free paflage and 
prmifnns. And being informed on the othu- ha<ul, that Roldan was coming to- 
waitls St. Domingo with ionic of his men, he ortlcreil Michael Ballefler, commander 
of I'he (ioncepiion, to fecure his own town ;md fort; and in cafe Roldan came that 
w!iy, he fliould tell him from the admiral, that he was much concerned at his fufl'er- 
ings and all that was paifl, and woukl have no more laid of it, granting a gcncraJL. 
pardon to all, and deliring him to come away immediately to the admiral, without 
fearing any •thing, that by his advice things might be ordered, as was for Their Majef- 
ties fervice ; and ij he required any fafe condutf, he would iettd it him in inch form 
as he required. Ballelter letilrned anfwer on the tqth of I'ehruary, thiu he had 
received certain information, that Riquelme was the day before come to thc'^ town^’Slf 
JJonao, and tliat Adrian and Roklan, who were the ring-leaders, would meet there in 
feven or eight days, at which tinie he might there apprehend them, as he did. For 
hafing ^ifoourfed them accordfng to the inflruftioiis given him, he found them ob- 
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ftinate and unmannerly, Roldan telling him, they were not come to treat, nor did 
they defire, or care for peace, for he had the admiral and his authority at his beck, 
either to fupport, or fupprefs it, as he pleafed ; and that they muft not talk to liim of 
any accommodation, till they had feet him all the Indians taken at the fiege of The 
Conception, fince they had met together to ferve the King, and upon his proiuife of 
fecurity. Other things he added, by which it appeared lyj would make no agreement, 
but what „was much to his advantage. To this purpofe he demanded, that the ad- 
miral fhould fend Caravajal to him, becaufe he would treat with no other but him, he 
beuig a man that would hear reafon, and had diferetion, as he had found by experi- 
ence, when the three (hips, as has been faid, were at Xaragua. This anfwer made the 
admiral fufpeft: Caravajal, and not without much caufe. 

Firji, becaufe before Caravajal was at Xaragua, where thefe rebels then were, they 
had often writ and fent mefl'ages to their friends that were with the lieutenant, telling 
them, they would come and deliver themfelves up to the admjral as foon as he arrived, 
and therefore they defired them to intercede for them, 4md appeafe him. 

Secondly., becaufe, fince they did this, as foon as they heard there were two (hips 
come to the afli fiance of the lieutenant, they had much more caufe to perform if, 
knowing the admiral was not come, had not the long conference Caravajal had with 
them prevented it. 

Thirdly, becaufe if he would have done his duty, he miglit have kept Roldan, 
and the chief men of his gang pril'oners, aboard his canival, they having been two 
days aboard without any fecurity given. 

Fourthly, becaufe knowing as h(^ did, that they were in rebellion, he ought not 
to fuffer them to buy aboard the Ihips, as they did, fifty-fix Iwords, and fixty crofs- 
bows. 

Fifthly, becaufe there being fonic proofs that the men who were to land with 
John Anthony to go to St. Domingo, w'ould join the* rebels, he ought not to fulfer 
them to land, or at leaft when they were gone over to them, he ought to have been 
more indufirious to endeavour to rccijver them. 

Sixthly, becaufe he gave out that he came to the Indies as companion to the ad- 
nfiral, that nothing might be done without him, lor fear the admiral, fliould commit 
fome offence. 

Seventhly, becaufe Roldan had writ to the admiral by Caravajal himfi lf, acquainting 
him, that he was drawing near to St. Domingo with his meh, by the advice of Cara- 
vajai, to be the nearer to treat of an accoinmodation, when the admiral arrived in llif- 
paniola ; and now he was come, his aftions not fuiting with his letter, it appeared he 
had rather invited him to come thither, to the end that if the admiral had been long 
coming, or had not come at all, he, as the admiral’s alfociate, and Roldan as ehief 
juftice, might govern the ifland in defpite of tlie lieutenant. 

Eighthly, becaufe at the fame time that the other captains came with the three cata- 
xals to St. Domingo, he came by land attended by a guaril of the rebels, and one of 
the chief of them called Gamir, who had been two days ami two nights with him aboard 
his fhip. t 

Ninthly, becaufe he writ to the rebels w hen they came to Bqnao, and fent them 
prefents and provifions. 

^•3'enthly and laftly, becaufe, befides that the faid rebels would not treat with any 
body but him, they all unanimoufly faid, if there had been occafion, they would have 
taken him for their captain., 


Yet 
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Yet the admiral, on the other fide, confidering that Caravajal was a difcreet 
prudent perfon, and a gentleman, and that every one of thofe arguments might be 
anfwered, and perhaps what, he had been told was not true, and looking upon him 
as one that would not do any thing contrary to *his duty, having a great defire to put 
out that fire, he refolvetl to confult with all the chief men he had about him, about 
RoUan’s anfwer, and refolvc upon what wa.s to be done on this occafion. All agreeing 
upon it, he fent Caravajal, with Ballcftcr, to treat, who had no other anfwer from 
Roldan, but that fince they had not brought the Indians he demanded, they fliould 
not without them talk of any accommodation. C’aravajal dilcrectly anfwcring to thefc 
words, made fo taking a difcourle, that he ntoved Roldan and three or four of the 
chief men to go wait upon the admiral and agree with him ; but the others difliking ol 
it, as Rold.in and the others were mounting their horfes to go with Caravajal to the 
admiral, they fell upon them, faying, they wmuld not allow them to go, and that if 
any agreement was to be made, it Ihould be drawn up in writing, that they might all 
know what was doing ; fo that after fome days palled, upon this refolution, on the 
20th of 0 <^tober, Roldan, hy the confent of all bis men, writ a letter to the admiral, 
laying the blame of their feparation on the lieutenant ; and telling the admiral, that 
Jince he had not in writing lent them fecurity to come and give an account of them- 
f'elvcs, <hey had rdblved to fend him their demands in writing, which were the reward 
of what they had hitherto done, as fhall appi-ar hereafter. Though their propofals 
were extravagant and infolent, yet the commander Balled or, the next day, writ to the 
admiral, exl"lling ('anivajal’s tnoving difeourfe, and laying, that fmee it was nc't of 
force to remove thofe peo})I(? from their wicked defign, nothing lels than granting them 
what they denia .ided would prevail ; for he found them fo refoliitc, that he looked 
upon it as moft certain, that moil: of (he people that were with his lordlliip would go 
fwer to the rebels. /\nd (boiigli be might rely on his fervants and men of honour, yet 
iliey w'ould not I'c a.Ide to wiihilaiui Inch a mimber, many daily reforting to them, 
which the admiral already knew by experience; for when Roldan w'as near St. Do- 
mingo, be mui'eicd all that were fit to bear arms, if it were rc-quifite, and obferved 
tliat ibme i'eigning theiulelves Tick, and I'omo lame, he had not found above feventy 
men, of which ithere were not lorty that lie could conlide in. Tor which retdon, the 
next day being the lyih of Oelobcr mtqS, the aforefaid Rol,dan, and the chief of his 
tbllowers, who waiuld have^goiie to the admiral, fent him a letter fubferibed by them, 
telling him, they had withdrawn from the lieutenant to favc their lives, he having a 
defign t(^ deflroy them ; and that tlvy beitig his lordlhip’s I'ervafUs. whofe coining 
they had expccled, as of one tiiat w'ould look ujioii wliat they had done, complying 
with their duty, as good fervice, they had hindered ’tlieir people from doing harm to 
any fliat belonged to his lordHiip, as they might eafily have done. But that fince he 
was come, and was fo far from thinking fo, that he infilled upon taking revenge, and 
doing them harm, that they might with honour do w hat they had undertaken, and be 
at liberty to do it, they took leave of him and las fervice. Before this letter was de-j 
livcred to the admiral, he had fent Roldan an anfwer. Caravajal, whom he fent to 
him, tilling fiim what confidence he alw'ays repoled in him, and what »gt,od account 
.he had given His Cutholic Majefty of them ; adding, that he did not write to him, fe.r 
lear of fome incouvenlency, if Iiis letter fhoukl be feen by the common for^, wliich 
might redound, fo his difadvantage ; and therefore, inflead of hand and feal, he htuf 
fent that perfon t(> him, in whom he knew how much he confided, and might regard 
what he faid as if it were unde/ his feal, which was the «ommander Ballefter ; and 

therefore 
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therefore he might confiiler what was proper to be done, and he fliould find him moft 
ready to comply. On the 1 8th of Oftober he ordered five fliips to depart for ^pain, 
fending Their Catholic Majefties by them a moft particulat Recount of affairs, and faying, 
he had kept thofe /hips till then, believing that Roldan ;md his men would have gone 
away in them, as they had given oiit at firft ; and that the other three he kept with 
him, were fitting out for his brother to go in them to pUffue the difeovery Af the con- 
tinent of Faria, and take order about the fiftiery and trade for pearls, a fample whereof 
he fent them by Arogial. 

0 

CHAP. LXXX, — Hoii; Francis Roldan ivcnt lo treat u'it/j the Admiral^ hut came to 

no AgrccmfiU-i'udth him. 

ROLDAN having received the admiral’s letter, anfwered the third day, feeming to 
incline to do all he ordered him ; but his men not allowing Ivm to go to treat without 
a fate conduct, he defired him to fend one, drawn up according to thofe heads he fent 
under his Iiaud, and figned by the chief men about him*. This fafe conduct was 
immediately fent him by tlie admiral on the 26th of October, and Roldan having 
received it loon came, but rather with a defign to tiraw fome body over to him, than 
to conclude any thing, as appeared by his impudent propofals. I’hus he returned 
without conclucling any thing, faying, he would give his company ati account of 
matters, and write w^ord what they refolved on. And that there might be fome body 
from the admiral to treat and fign what was agreed on, the admiral’s fleward went with' 
him ; his name was Salamanca. After much talk, Roldan fent articles of agreement 
for the admiral to fubferibe, telling him, that w'as all he couUl obtain of his people, 
and if his lordfhip thought fit to grant it, he fhould fend his alVent t(') 'i he Conception ; 
for at Bonao they had no longer provilions to fublill on, and they would exjieCl his 
anfwer till the next Monday. The* admiral having read their anlwer anil propofals, 
and confidering what difhonourable things they demanded, w'ould not grant them, left 
he fliould bring himfelf, his brothers, and jultice itfolf, into contempt. But that they 
might have no caufe to complain, or fay he was too ftifi in this alhvir, he ordered a 
general pardon to be proclaimed, and to be thirty days upon the gates of the fort, the 
purport whereof was as follow's : 

“■ That fbrafmuch as during his abfence in Spain, fome ditierence had happened 
between the lieutenant and the chief juftice Roldan, and bther perfons who had fled 
with him, notwitlidanding any thing that had happened, they might all in general, 
and every one in particular, fafeh' come to ferve I’heir C'.atholic Majefties, as if no 
difference had ever been ; and that whoioever would go into Spain fhould have, his 
pafl'age, and an order to receive his pay, as was ufual with others, provided they.pre- 
fented themfelves before the admiral wdthin thirty days, to receive the benefit of this 
pardon : protefting that in cafe tliey did net appear within the time limited, they fliould 
J>e proceeded againlf according to courfe of law.” 

'i'his pardon, fublcribed by liimfelf, he fent to Roldan by Caravajal, giving him, in 
writing, the rpafbns why he neither could nor ought to grant the articles fent by him, 
and putting him in mind what they ought to do, if they aimed ^at 'I'lieir Majefties* 
lervice. C’-aravaj;il went to the rebels at 'I'he Conception, where they were very haughty 
Nmd proi‘id, laughing at the admiral’s jiardon, and faying, he fliould foon have occalion 
to afk one pf them. Ail this happened in the fpacc of three weeks, during which time, 
under cqlow of apprehendi,ng a man Roldan would execute, they kept the command^ 

Balleller 
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Ballefter befieged in the fort, and cut off his water, believing the want of it would 
oblige him to furrender ; but upon Caravajal’s arrival, they raifed the ficge, and after 
many ’altercations made on t)Oth fides, came to the following conclufion. 


CHAP. I^XXXI. — T/jc Agreement made between the Admiral and Roldan with hh 
, • Rebels. 


THE articles figned and agreed to by Francis Roldan ;md his company, in order to 
their return to Spain, arc as follows : 

I. “ That the lord admiral give him two good iliips, and in good order, according 
to the judgment of able feamen, to be delivered to him at the port of Xaragua, becaul'e 
raoft of his followers were there ; and becauTe there is no other port more commodious 
to provide ;uid prepare vidualling and other necefliirlcs, wlicrC the faid Roldan and his 
company (hall embark, r^nd fail for Spain, if fo God plcafe. 

II. “ That his lordlhip Ihall give an order for the payment of the faiaries due to 
iliem all till tliat day, and* letters of recommendation to Their Catholic Majefties, that 
they may caufe them to be paid. 

III . “• Tliat he Ihall give them flavcsfor the iervice they have done in the ifland, and 
tlteir fufierings, and certify the faid gift : anti bt^caule I'ome of them have women 
big with child, or delivered; if they carry them away, they Ihall paft inftcad of fuch 
Haves they were to have ; and the children Ihall be free, and they may take them along 

’with them. 

IV. “ His lordihip Ihall put into tht? aforelaid Ihips all tin; provifions requifite for 
that voyage, as have been given to others before ; and bt caufe he could not furnillt 
them with breatf, the judge and his company have leave to provide in the country, and 
that they have thirty hundred weight of bilket allowed them, or for want of it thirty 
facks of corn ; to the end, that if the carabi or Indian bread Iliould fpoil, as might 
ealily happen, they may fubfill upon the aforefaid bilket or corn. 

V. “ I'hat his lordihip Ihall give a fafe conduct fur fiich pei fons as Ihall come to 
receive the orders for their pay. 

VI. “ T’orahnuch as Ibmc goods belonging to feveral perfons, w’ho are with Roldan, 
have been feized, his lordfliip lliall order rellitutiou to be made. 

VII. “ That his lordihip Hiall write a letter to I'heir Catholic Majefties, acquainting 
them, that the faid Roldan's fwine remain in the illand, for the inhabitants' provilton, 
being one hundred and tw'cnty great ones, and two hundred and thirty fmall, praying 
Their Highnefs to allow him die price for them they would have bore in the ifland ; the 
wlych fwine were taken from him in February 1498. 

VIII. “ That his lordihip Ihall give the faid Roldan full authority to fell fome goods 
he has, which he mull part with to go aw'ay, or to do with them as he pleafes, or to 
leave them for his own ufe with whom he thinks fit, to make the bell of them. 

IX. “ I'hat his lordihip will order the judges to give fpeedy judgment concerning 
the horfe. 


X. “ That if his lordihip Iliall find the demands of Salamanca to b^ jull, he fliali 
v/rite to the faid judge to caufe him to be paid. 

XI. “ That his lordfliip Ihall* be difeourfed concerning the captain’s flaves. 

XII. “ That forafmuch as the faid Roldan and his company miltruft,' that lii- 
lordihip, or fome other perfon by his order, may ofl'er them fome violence, with (he 
other Ihips that twe in the ifland, he Ihall therefoie grant them a pafs or liifc condud, 
promiling in Their Majellies’ name, and upon his own faitn, a 
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man, as is ufed in Spain, that neither his lordfliip, nor any other perfon (hall offend 
them, or, obftruft their voyage/' • 

“ Having examined this agreement made by Alonfo Sanchez de Caravajal and James 
de Salamanca tvith Francis Roldan and his company, this day being Wednefday the 
21 ft of November 1498, I am content it be fully obferved, upon condition that the 
faid Francis Roldan, nor any of his followers, in whofe name he fubfcHbed ^nd 
ratified the articles by him delivered to the aforefaid Alonfo Sanchez de Caravajal and 
James de Salamanca, fhall not receive into their company any other Chriftian of the 
ill'and, of any ftate or condition whatfoever/' 

1 Francis Roldan, judge, do proinife and engage my fiiith and word for myfelf 
and all thofe with me, that the articles above mentioned dial I be obferved and l ullilled, 
without any fraud, but faithfully as is here fet down, his lordfliip performing all that 
has been agreed on between Alonfo Sanchez de Caravajal and James de Salamanca 
and myfelf, as is in the written articles.” 

L That from the day of the dale hereof, till the anfwer be brought, for which 
ten days fhall be allowed, I will admit no perfon whatfoever' of thofe that are with the 
lord admiral. 

II. “ That within fifty days after the faid anfw er fhall be delivered to me here in The 
Conception, figned and foiled by his lordfliip, which fliall be within the ten days.before 
mentioned, we will embark and fet fail lor Spain. 

III. That none of the flaves freely granted iis, fhall be carried away by force. 

IV. T hat whereas the adiniral will not be at the port w'here w'e are to embark, 
the perfon or perfons his lordfliip fhall fend thither, be honoured and refpected as '.Hieir 
Majefties' and his lordfliip’s ('•fiicers, to whom fliall be given an accoiuit of all w^e put 
aboard the fhips, that they m;iy enter it, and do as his lordfhip fliall think fit; as alfo 
to deliver to them fuch things as we have in our hands belonging to 1 heir Majeflies. 
All the aforefaid articles arc to be fubferibed and performed by Iiis lordfhip, as ;Vlonfb 
Sanchez de Caravajal andjfaines de Salamanca havT them in writing; the anfwer 
whereof I expeft here at The Conception for eight days to come ; and if it be not then 
brought, I fliall not be obliged to any thing here mentioned.” 

‘‘ 111 teftimony wdiereof, and that I and iny company may obferve and perforin 
what 1 have faid, I have fubferibed this writing. Given at The Concejition, on the 
16th of November 1498.” 


CHAP. LX XX II. — after the jh^rement concluded^ the Rebels lucnt away to 
Xaragua^ faying^ they would cnihark (M the two Ships fent them by the AdmiraL 

THINGS being adjufled as above, Caravajal and Salamanca returned to St. »Do- 
mingo to the admiral, and at their requeft, on the 2 ill of November, he fubferibed 
the aforefaid articles brought by them, and granted a new fafe conduct or leave to all 
^ihofe that would not go to Spain with Roldan, proinifing them pay, or the liberty of 
planters, as they liked beft, and for others to come freely to manage their affairs. 
Thcfe the (^afUllan Ballefler delivered to Roldan and his company at The Conception, 
on the 24th of November, and they having received them, yvent away toward 
Xaragua,^to prepare for their departure, as was aftervi^ards known. And though the 
Sfirninil was fenfible of their villainy, and much concerned that the good fervice his 
brother might have done in continuing the difeovery of the continent of Paria, and 
fettling the pearl fifliery and trade, was obftrufted by giving them thofe fliips, yet he 
would not give the rebels occafion to blame him, fayiiig, he had refufed them their 
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paffage. He began therefore prefently to fit out the fiiips as had been agreed, though 
the cfluipment was fomewhat retarded for want of neceffaries. To fupply which 
defeft, and that no time might be Joft, he ordered Caravajal to go over by land to 
provide and difpofe all things for the departure of the rebels, whilft the fliips came 
about, giving him ample commiflion for it, refolvi ig himfelf to go foon to Ifabella, to 
fetjle afl'aifs there, leaving his brother James at St. Domingo, to look to that place. 
After his departure, about the end of January, the two caravals, furnilhed with all 
neceflaries for the voyage, fet out to take up the rebels j but a great llorm rifmg by 
the way, they were forced to put into another port till the end of March ; and becaule 
the caraval Ninna, one of the two, was in the worfl condition, and required nioll 
repairs, the admiral lent orders to Peter de Arana and Francis de Garai to repair to 
Xaragua, with another called SJtnta Cruz, or the Holy Crofs, aboard which Caravajal 
went, and not by land. He was eleven days by the way, and found the other caraval 
waiting for him. 

CHAP. LXXXllI. — IJuzo the Rchch ultciw! their Rcfoh.it ion of going to Spain, and 
Clinic to a new /Igrccnicnt with the Jhlmiral. 

IN .the mean while, the caravals not coming, and moll of Roldan’s men having no 
mind to embark, they took that delay for a pretence to flay, blaming the admiral, as 
, if he had not dilpatched them as loon as he might ; wiiereof lie being informed, writ 
to Roldan and Adrian, perluading them in a friendly manner to perform the agree- 
ment, and not fall into difobedience. Befides, Caravajal, who was with them at 
Xaragua, on the 20th of April entered his protellation before a notary, called Francis 
de Garai, afterwards governor of Panueo and of Jamaica, requiring them, fince the 
admiral had lent the Ihips, to accept of them, and embark according to articles. And 
becaufe they would not, on the 25th of April he ordered the fhips to return to St. 
Domingo, lit'caufe they were dellroyed by the worms, and the men fuffered much for 
want of provilions. The rebels were no way concerned, liut rather rejoiced and grew 
haughty, feeing fuch account was made of them, and were fo far from acknowledging 
the admiral’s j.-ivility, that they laid it to his charge in writing, that it was through his 
fault they (laid, faying, he had a mind to be revenged on them, and had therefore 
delayed the fending of the caravals, which w'cre in fuch ill cafe, that it was impoilible 
they fhould go in them to* Spain ; and that though they had been never fo good, their 
provifions were fpent expecting them, and they could not get. more under a long 
while, for which realbn they had refolveJ to expett redrels from Their Majefties. 
Ctiravajal returned with this anfwer by land ’to St. Domingo, to w'hom, at the time of 
his* departure, Roldan faid, he would willingly go w^ait on the admiral, to endeavour 
for fuch an accommodation as might pleafe all parties, provided he w'ould fend him his 
life conduft. Caravajal fent the admiral w'^ord of it from St. Domingo on the 1 5th of 
May, who anfwered on the 2 1 ft, commending him for the pains he took, arid fent the 
fafe condutt he required, with a Ihort letter to Roldan, though very pithy, perfuadihg 
him to peaee, fubmillion, and Their Majefties’ fervice ; which he afterwards repeated 
at St. Domingo’njore at large on the 29th of June ; and on the 3d ot Auguft, fix or 
feyen of the chief men about 'the admiral lent Roldan another fafe conduft, that he 
might come to treat with his lordlhip. But the diftance being great, and ftie admipd . 
having occafibn to vilit the country, he refolved to go with two caravals to the port of 
Azua in the fame illand Hifpaniola, weft of St. Domingo, to be the nearer the pro- 
vince where the rebels were, many of whom came to tfie faid port ; and the admiral 
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arriving tliere about the end of Auguit with his ihips, conferred with the chief of 
them, exhorting them to defdl from their ill courfe, and promifing them all p9frible 
favour arid kindnefs, which they promifed to do, provided^ the admiral granted them 
four things, viz> . 

I. “ That he lhalJ fend fifteen ofVthem to Spain in the firft Ihips that went. 

II. “ That to ihofe that remained, he fliould give land and houfes for thdir pay., 

III. “ That proclamation fhould be made, that all that had happened was caufed 
bv falfe fuggeftions, and through the fault of ill men. 

IV. “ That the admiral fliall anew appoint Roldan perpetual judge.” 

This being concluded among them, Roldan returned afhore from the admiral’s 
caraval, and font his companions the articles, which were fo much to their mind, and 
fo unreafonablc, that they concluded, fayiiig, in cafe the admiral I'aiied in any part, it 
fliould be lawful for them by force, or any other means, to oblige him to performance. 
The admiral being eager to conclude this difficult matter, whiph had laffed above two 
years ; and coiifidering his adverfaries contimicil more obllinatc than ever, and that 
raanv of thofe, who were with him, had a mind to join ce.mpanies, and confpire to- 
gether, to go to other parts of the ifland, as Roldan had done ; he refolved to fign 
the articles whatl'oever they were, viz. 'I’o grant Roldan a patent for perpetual judge, 
and the other three above-mentioned particulars, belivles all they had feiit in wfiting, 
a copy whereof wvas infeited above. On Tuelday following, being the 5th of No- 
vember, Rt)ldan to cxercile his office, and accordingly it being a part of his grant, he 
conflituted Peter Riquelme judge of Bonao, witli pow'cr to imiuifon ollenders in 
criminal cafes, but that he ihould fend criminals upon life and death, to be tried by 
him at the fort of T'he C<mceptiou. The fublUtute being no honeffer than his 
mafter, he prefently went about to build a Itrong houl'e at Bonao, had mat Peter 
de Arana forbid him, becaufc he plainly perceived it was contrary to the refpect due 
to the admiral. 

CHA 1 ^ LXXXIV. — Ihiv Ojt'c/a, reiurnitig from his Difeovery, excited new I'rouhles 

in Hifpaniolii. 

TO return to the courfe of our hiffory, the admiral having adjulted matters with 
Roldan, appointed a captain with fome men to march about the ifland to pacify it, 
and reduce the Indians to pay tin- tribute, and be ahvays in a readinels, that upon the 
leaft mutiny among the Chriilians, and fign of rebellion among the Indians, he might 
fupprefs and punilh them, which he ilid \Vith a defign to gii himfelf over to Spain, 
and carry with him his brother thi' Jit‘uten;lnt, becaufe it would be difficult, if he were 
left behind, to forget old grudges. As he w'as preparing for his voyage, Alonfo.de 
Ojeda, who had been dlfcovering with four fhips, ariived in the ifland. And for- 
alinuch as this fort of men failed about to make their fortune, on the 5th of September 
he put into the port the Chriftians called Brafil, and the Indians Yac]uimo, defigning 
T 7 T take what he could from the Indians, and load with w'ood and Haves. Whilft he 
was thus employed, he did all the harm he could ; and to fhew he was a limb of the 
bifhop we have* mentioned, endeavoured to raife another mutiny, ' gave out, that 
Queen Ifabel or Fdizabelh was ready to die ; and as foon as ffie was dead, there would 
. b^ nobody left to fupport the admiral, and that he, as a faithful fervant to the laid 
bifhop, might do what he pleafed againfl the admiral, becaufe of the enmity there was 
between them. Upon thefe grounds he began to write to fome that were not very 
found, after the late troubles, and to hold correfjjondence with them. But Roldan 
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being informed of his proceedings and defigns, by the admiral’s order, went againfl 
him yith twenty-one men, to prevent him doing the harm he intended. Being come* 
within a league and a half pf him, on the 29th of September, he underftood he was 
with fifteen men at a cacique’s, whofe name* was Hanigiiaaba, making bread and 
bilket ; and therefore he travelled that night to l^rprize him. Ojeda underftanding 
thqjt RoldSn was coming upon him, and being too weak to oppofe him, to make the 
bell of a bad cafe, went to meet him, faying, want of provifions had brought him 
thither, to fupply himfelf in the King his mailer’s dominions, without defigning any 
harm. And giving him an account of his voyage, faid, he had been difeovering fix 
hundred leagues wellward along the coall of Faria, where he found people that fought 
the C'Ihriftians even hand, and had wounded twenty of his men ; for w^hich reafon he 
could make no advantage of the wealth of the country, where he faid he had feen 
deer and ral^bits and tygers’ ikins and paws and gaaninies, all which he lliewed 
Roldan aboard the caravals, faying, he would ibon repair to St. Domingo to give the 
admiral an account of all. He at this time was much troubled, becaufe Peter de 
Arana had fignified to him, that Riquelme, judge of Boiiao, for Roldan, under 
colour of building a houfe for his herds, had made choice ot a llrong rock, that he 
might from thence, with a few men, do all the harm he thought fit ; that he had 
forbid, him ; whereupon Riquelme had drawn up a procefs, attelled by witnelfes 
againit him, and feni it to the admiral, complaining that Arana ufed violence 
, agaiidl him, and praying relief, that no diforder might happen among them. Here- 
upon, though the admiral knew that man was not of a quiet difpofition, yet he thought 
-fit to conceal his jealoufy, yet fo as to be upon his guard ; being of opinion it was 
enough to provi^le againfl Ojeda’s open intrufion, without taking notice of that which 
might tolerably be connived at. Ojeda holding his wicked piirpofe, and taking leave 
of Roldan in February 1500, went away with his fiiips to Xaragua, where a great 
many of thofe lived, w'ho had before rebelled wdth Roldan. And becaufe avarice is 
the moll: beneficial and ready way to piomote any inifchicf, he began to give out 
.unong tliofe people, that I'heir Catholic Majefties had aj^poiiued him and Ckiravajal the 
adinirars counfclloi's, tliat they might not futfer him to do ;iny thing, which they did 
not think was for d'hoir Majellies’ fervice ; ami that among many other things they had 
ordered him t(^ do, one w^as, that he fhould immediately pay in ready money, all 
thofe that were in the illanu in their fervice ; and fince the admiral was not fo ju(l as to 
do it, he w^as ready t(^ go *doug with them to St. Domingo, to oblige !iim to pay them 
out of hand ; ami that done, if they thougligfit, to turn him out ol the ifland dead or 
alive ; for tliey ought not to rely on the agreement made, or the word he had given 
them, for he w^oiild keep it no longer than necelfity obliged liim to it. Upon thefe 
promifes, many rcfolved to follow him ; and therefore’, being afiifled by them, he one 
ni^ht fell upon others who oppofed him, and there were fome killed and wounded on 
both fides. And being fatisfied that Roldan, who was returned to the admiral’s 
fervice, would not join with them, they rcioK jd to fur})ri7e and make him prifoner : 
but he, being informed of their defigii, w’f’nt well attended w here Ojeda was, to put 
a hop to hisiliforders, or piinifh him, as he fhouKl find expedient. ()j^da, for fear of 
him, retired to hia fhips, and Roldan continuing afiiore, they treated about a con- 
ference ; eiich of them fearing to put himlelf into the power of the othcr.^ Roldan 
perceiving that Ojeda was unwilling to come alhore, he olTered to go treat with him 
al^oard ; to wfiich purpofe he fent to alk his boat, which he fent him well manned, 
and having taken in Roldan with fix or feven of his follpw'ers, when they lealt fuf- 
pefted it, Roldan and his people on a fudden fell upon Ojeda’s men, with tlieir naked 
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fwords, and killing fome and wounding others, made themfelves mafters of the boar, 
returning with it to land, Ojeda having only a fuiall Ikift* left him, in which he r^folved 
to come peaceably to treat with Roldan. Having made fome excufe for his offences, 
he agreed to reftore fome men he had taken by force, that his boat and men might be 
returned him ; alleging, if it were dot reffored, it would be the ruin of them all and 
their ffiips, becaul'e he had no other fit to ferve them. Roldan readily granted it, 
that he might have no caufe to complain, or fay, he was loft through his means ; yet 
making him promife and give fecurity that he would depart the ifland by a time ap- 
pointed, as he was obliged to do, by the good guard Roldan kept afliore. But as it is 
a hard matter to root out cockle, fo that if may not fprout up again ; fo it is no lefs 
difficult for people that have got a habit (if doing ill to forbear relapling into their 
crimes, as happened to fome of the rebels a few days after Ojeda was gone. For one 
1 ). Ferdinand de Guevara, being in difgrace with the admiral, as a feditious perfon, 
and having taken part with Ojo(la, in hatred to Roldan, becaul'e he would not permit 
him to take to wile the daughter of Canua, the principal queen of Xaragua, began to 
gather many confpirators to fecure Roldan, and fucceed him in the ill things he had 
done. Particularly he gained to his party one Adrian de Moxica, a chief man among 
the late rebels, and other wicked men, who, about the middle of July ijoo, had 
contrived to fccui'e or murder Roldan. He having intelligence of the defign, flood 
upon his guard, and ordered his bulinefs fo well, that he leized the aforefaitl I). Fer- 
dinand, Adrian, and the chief men of their party ; and fending tlie admiral an account 
of what had happened, alked what his pleafure was he fliould do with them ? The 
anfwer was. That fince they had endt'avoured, without any provocation, to dillurb 
the country, (and if they were not puniflaed, every thing mull run to ruin,) he fliould 
punifh them according to their demerits, and as the law direcled. The judge did 
it accordingly, and proceeding legally againll them, hanged Adrian as chief author of 
the confpiracy, banilhed others, and kept 1 ). Ferdinand in prilbn, till on the 13th of 
June he delivered him, with other prifoners, to Gonfalo Blanco, to carry them to 
la Vega, that is, the Plain, where the admii-al then was. 'Phis example quieted the 
country, and the Indians again fubmitted themfelves to the (ffiriftians. Such rich 
gold mines were difeovered, tliat every man left the King’s pay, and. went away to 
live upon his own account, applying himfelf to dig gold at his own expence, allowing 
the King the third part of all they found. 'Phis prolpered fl) well, that a man has 
gathered five marks (a mark is eight ounc cs) of gold iti a day, and a grain of pure gold 
has been taken up worth above i (j 6 ducats ; and the Indians were fubmiflive, dreading 
the admiral, and lo delirous to pleafe hint, that they readily became Chriftians only to 
oblige him. When any of the Lhi(T of them was to appear before him, he en- 
deavoured to be clad : and theref ire to fettle all things the better, the admiral refofved 
to take a progrefs tlirtc.igh the ifland ; and accordingly he and his brother and lieu- 
tenant let out on Wdnefday the 20lh of February 1499, and came to Ifabclla on the 
■»9th of Marcii. From Ifabella they fel out the 5th of April for The Conception, and 
came '.hither ihe '[’uefday following. The lieutenant went thence for Xaragua, upon 
Friday the 7th «f June. On (Ihrillnvas day following, which was in tht* year 1499, 
being forlakoi by all the world, tlu Indians and rebel Chriflians feil upon me, and I 
w'as reducytd to iuch dlilrtffs, that to avoid death, leaving all behind me, I put to fea 
i;f a little caiaval. Pmt our Lord prefcntly relieved me, faying, Thou man of little 
faith, fear not, I am witli you ; and fo he difperfed my enemies, and fhewed how he 
could fulfil ray promifes: unhappy finner that I am, w;ho placed all my hopes on the 
•vorld. From The Conception the admiral defigned to go to St. Domingo, on the 
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^cl of I’cbruary, in order to make ready to return into Spain to give 'I'heir Catholic 
Majefties an account of all things. 

CHAP. LXXXV. — Hnu their Ctrtho/ie Merje/i' 's, upon falfc Informations^ and mali- 
cious ^Complaints of fornc Perfons, fent a Judp;c to take cognizance of Affairs. 

WHILS r thefe diforders happened, as has been faid, many of the rebels by let- 
ters fent from Ilifpaniola, and others that were returned into Spain, did not ceafe to 
give in falfe informations to the King and his council, againli; the admiral and his brc'- 
thers, faying, they were cruel and unfu fir that government, as well becaufe riiey 
were llrangers and aliens, as becaule they had nctt formerly been in a condition to 
learn by experience how to govern people of condition ; affirming, that if Their 
Highneires did not apply fonie remedy, thofe countries would be utterly deftroyed ; and 
in cafe they were not quhe ruined by their ill government, the admiral would revolt, 
and join in league with i'ome prince to fupport liiin, he pretending that all was his own, 
as having been diicovered by his indullry and labour ; and that the better to compid's 
his defign, he concealed the wealth of tlte country, and would not have the Indians 
ferve the Chrillians, nor be converted to the faith, becaule by making much of them 
he hojted they would be of his fide, to do what he plealed againit Their llighneHes. 
'J 'hey proceeding in thefe and fuch like Handers, imj)i)rtimed 'I’heir Caftholic Majellies, 
ever talking ill of the admiral, and complaining thc're were leveral years pay due to the 
men, gave occafioa to all that were at court to rail. So I'lat when 1 was at CJranada, 
at the time the molt ferene Prince Michael haj^pened to die, above lifty <'f them, like 
fhamelels wretches, brought a loatl of grapes, and fat down Li the court of i^lhambra, 
(a callk' and paface) crying out, that 'i’heir 1 lighnelfes and the admiral made them live 
f() miferably by not paying- them, with many other fcaitdalons exprellions. And their 
imiHidence w'us lo great, that if The Catholic King went abroad, they all got about 
him, crying, jxiy, pay. And if it haj^pened that my brother or 1 , w'ho were pages 
to Her Maji'fly, palled by wdiere they w'ere, they cried out in a hideous manner, mak- 
ing tlie fign of the crofs, and faying, there are the admiral of the Mofqueto’s foils, 
he that has found out falfe and deceitful countries, to be the ruin and burial place 
of the Spanifh gentry ; adding many mure fuch infolencies, which made us cautious 
of appearing before them. 'I’heir complaints running fo higii, and their conlfant im- 
portunity with the King’s ftivourites, it was refdved lo fend a judge to Hifpaiiiola, to 
inquire into all thefe allairs, orde'-ing him, in cafe I’.e found th<^ admiral guilty of 
w'hat was alledged, to fend him to vSpain, and (lav there hiinfcif as governor. 'I’h© 
perfon 'i’heir Majellies made choice of for 'this purjiofe, w'as one Francis de Bova- 
tlilhi, a poor knight of the order of (ralatrava, who on the 2 lit of May 1499 had full 
and ample commillion given him at Madiiil, and blank letters, fubferibed by 'I’heir 
Mujeflies, to fuch perfons as he Ihould think fit in ilifpaniola, commanding them to be 
aiding and affifling to him. I’hus furnilheil, l.e arrivetl a*- St. Domingo at the latter 
end ()f Augufl 1500, at Inch time as tiie admiral was at The Conception, fettling the 
aflairs of that province, wdiere his brother liad been affaulted by the re^iels, and where 
there W'ere more Iqdians, and thofi’ more imderlfanding people than in the rell of the 
ifland. So that Bovadilla at his arrival linding nobody to keep him in aw^, the lirft 
thing he did was to take up his quarters in the admiral’s palace, and feize and make 
ule of all he fbund there, as if it had fallen to him by inheritance ; and gathering to- 
gether all he could find that had been in rebellion, and giany others that hated the 
admiral and his brothers, he prefcntly declared himfelf governor. And to gain the 
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ali^ions of the people, he caufed a general freedom to be proclajpaed for twenty 
years to come ; requiring the admiral to repair to him without any dela^, becaufe it 
was convenient for His Majefty’s fervice he Ihould do fo. And to back his fummons, 
on the 7th of September, fent him die King’s letter by F. John de la Sera, which 
was to this effeft : 

To D. Chri/lopDcr Colon, our Admiral of the Ocean. 

WE have ordered the commendary Francis de Bovadilla, the bearer, to acquaint you 
with fome things from us : therefore we defire you to give him entire credit, and to 
obey him. 

“ Given at Madrid the 21ft of May 1499.' 

“ I the King, I the Queen. 

“ By command of Their Highnefl'es, Mich.^ Pkuez dk Almazan.” 


CHAP. LXXXVI. — Him; the Admiral was apprehended and font to Spain in Irons, 

together with his Brothers. 

THE admiral having feen Their Majefties’ letter, came away prefeiitly to St. Do- 
mingo, where the aforefaid judge was, who being eager to remain governor there, at 
the beginning of Odlober 1500, without any delay, or legal information, fent him 
prifoner aboard a fliip, together with his brother James, putting them in irons, and a 
good guard over them, and ordered upon fevere penalties, that none Ihould dare to 
fpeak for them. After this, (by Abington law) he began to draw up a procefs againlf 
them, admitting the rebels his enemies as wlinelfes, and publickly favouring all that 
came to fpeak ill of them, who in their depofitions gave in fuch villainies and inco- 
herencies, that he mu ft have been blind that had not plainly perceived they were falfe 
and malicious. For which reafon. Their Catholic Majefties would not admit of them, 
and cleared the admiral, repenting that they had fent fuch a man in that employment, 
and not without good caufe ; for this Bovadilla ruined the ifland, and fquandered 
the King’s revenues, that all men might be his friends, faying I'heir Majefties would 
have nothing but the honour of the dominion, and that the profit fhould be for 
th«r fubjefts. Yet he neglected not his own fhare, bot fiding with the richeft and 
moft powerful men, gave them Indians to ferve them, upon condition they ftiould 
(hare with him all they got by their means, and fold by auftion the pofleflions and 
rights the admiral had acquired for Their Majefties, faying, they were no labourers, 
nor did they defire to make a profit of thofe lands, but only kept them for the 
benefit of their fubjeCts. He thus felling all things under this colour, endeavoured 
on the other fide that they fhould be bought by fome of his own companions, for one 
third of the value. Befides all this, he made no other ufe of his judicial power but 
W enrich himfelf and gain the affeftions of the people, being (till afraid left the lieu- 
tenant, who was not yet come from Xaragua, fhould put a flop to his proceedings, 
and endeavour ^to fet the admiral at liberty by force of arms ; in which particular 
the brothers behaved thcmfelves very prudently ; for the admiral Tent them word 
immediately, that they fhould come peaceably to him, 4 he King’s fervice fo requiring, 
that the iffand might not be put into an uproar ; for when they were in Spain, they 
fhould more eafily obtain the punifhment of fuch a fenfelefs perfon, and fatisfadion for 
the wron^ them. Yet this did not divert Bovadilla from putting him and his 
brothers irons, allowing the bafer fort to rjul at‘ them publickly, blowing horns 
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about the po% whifire they were ihipped, befides many fcandalous libels fet up at 
comers of ftreets againfl th^ j fo that though he was informed that one .Tames 
Ortir, governor of the liqfpital, had writ a libel, and read it publickly in the market- 
place, he was fo for from puniihing of him, ‘that he feemed to be very well pleafed, 
which made every one endeavour to ihew hinffelf in this fort. And perhaps for 
fear the •admiral fhould fwim jJjack, he took care when they were to fail, to defire 
Andrew Martin, the mailer of tlie Ihip, to look to him, and to deliver him in irons as 
he was, to the bilhop D. John de Fonfeca, by whofe advice and direftion it was con- 
cluded he did all thefe things ; though when they were at fea, the mailer being feiili- 
ble of Bovadilla’s unworthinefs, would have knocked off the admiral’s irons, whicn he 
would never permit, faying, that fmee Their Catliolic Majellies, by their letter di- 
redted him to perform whatfoever Bovadifla did in their name command him to do, 
’ in virtue of which authority and commillion he had put him into irons, he would have 
none but Their Ilighnelfes themfelves to do their pleafure herein ; and he w'as refolved 
to keep thofe fetters as relicks, and a memorial of the reward of his many !'er vices; 
as accordingly he did ; foV I always faw thofe irons in his room, which he ordered to 
be buried with his body ; notwithilanding that, he having on the 20th of November 
1500, writ to Their Majellies, acquainting them with his arrival at Cadiz ; tl .ey, under- 
Itandiqg the condition he came in, immediately gave orders that he lliould be relealed, 
and fent him very gracious letters, faying, they were very forry for his fufl'erings, 
^and the unmimnerly behaviour of Bovadilla towards him, ordering him to go 10 
court, where care Ihould be taken about his alFairs, and he Ihould be mortly difpatched 
with full rellitution of his honour. Nevcrthelefs, I cannot but blame Their Catholic 
Majellies, who chofe for that employment a bafe and ignorant man ; for had he been 
a man who knew' the duty of his office, the admiral himfelf would have been glad of 
his coming ; fince he by letter had delired, that one might be fent to take true in- 
formation of the perverfenefs of thofe people, and of the crimes they committed, 
that they might be punilhed by another hand, he being unwilling to ule that feve- 
rity which an impartial perfon would have done, becaufe the original of thofe tumults 
had been againll his brother. And though it may be urged, that though Their Ma- 
jellies had fucji bad accounts of the admiral, yet they ought not to fend Bovadilla 
with fo many letters, and fuch power, without limiting the commillion they gave him. 
It may be anfw'ered in their behalf, that it was no wonder they did fo, becaufe the 
complaints ag'ainll the admfral were very many, as has been faid above. 


CHAP. LXXXVII. — //i5»w t/je Admiral ’went to Court to give Their Catholic Majejiies 

an Account • of himfelf. 

AS foon as Their Majellies heard of the admiral’s coming, and being in irons, 
the)^ fent orders on the 12th of December for him to be fet at liberty, and writ 
to him to rep'air to Granada, where he was received by Their Highnelfes with a favour- 
able afpedt and kind words, telling him, his imprilonment had not been by their 
defire or coijimand, and therefore they were much offended at it, atjd they would 
t^e care thofe that were in fault Ihould be punilhed, and full fatisfadion given 
him. Having fpoke thefe and Tuch like gracious words, they ordered hi^ bufinefs 
fhould be immediately gone upon, the refult whereof was, that a governor Ihould 
be fent to Hifpaniola, who was to right the admiral and his broth'era, and Bovadilla 
fhould be obliged to reftore all he had taken from them ; ajid that the admiral Ihould 
be allowed all that belonged to him, according to the articles Their Highnelles had 
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granted him ^ and that the rebels Ihould be proceeded againft and puniflied according 
to their offences. Nicholas de Obando, commendary of laws, was fent with this 
power; he was a wife and judicious man, but, as afterwards appeared, partial, craf- 
tily concealing his palfions, giving crfedit to his own furmifes, and malicious perfons ; 
and therefore* afting' cruelly and rwengefuHy, as appears by the death of the eighty 
kings we have fpokep of before. But to return to Ae admiral ; as Their MajefHes 
were plcafed to fend Obando to Hifpaniola, fo they thought it proper to fend the ad- 
miral upon fomc voyage that might turn to his advantage, and keep him employed till 
the <:vid Obando could pacify and reduce the ifland Hifpaniola, becaufe they did not 
like to keep hint fo long out of his right, without any juft occafion ; the informa- 
tion fent by Bovadilla plainly appearing to be full of malice, and not containing any 
thing whereby he miglif forfeit his right. But there being lome delay in the execu- 
tion of this defign, it being now the month of Oftober 1500, and ill men endeavoured 
to prevail that a new information might be expetfed, the admiral refolved to fpeak to 
I'heir Majeliies, and beg of them that they would defend him againfl all dangers, 
which he afterwards repeated by letter. This they promifed him by letter, when the 
admiral was ready to fet out upon his voyage : the words of it arc to this effe^f : 

“ And be affured that your iinprifonment was very difpleafmg to us, which you 
were fenfible of,, and all men plainly faw, becaufe as foon as we heard of it, we applied 
the proper remedies. And you know with how much honour and refpecl we have 
always ordered you to be treated, which we now dirctf fhould be done, and that you 
receive all worthy and noble ufage, promifing that ihe privileges and prerogatives by 
us granted you lhall be preferved in ample ntanner, according to the tenor of our let- 
ters patents, which you and your children fliall enjoy without any contradidion, as is 
due in reafon : And if it be requiftte to ratify them anew, we will do it, and will order 
that your fon be put into poffeflion of all, for we defire to honour attd favour you in 
greater matters than thefe. And be fatisfied we will take the due care of your fons 
and brothers, which fhall be done when you are departed ; for the employment fhall 
be given to your ff>n, as has been faid. We therefore pray you not to delay your 
departure. 

** Given at Valenlia de la 'forre, on the 14th of March 150a.” 

This I'heir Mujefties writ, becaufe the admiral had refolved not to trouble him- 
felf any more with the afl'airs of the Indies, but to eal'e, himfelf upon my brother, 
wherein he was in the right ; for he faid, that if the fervices he had already done 
were not fiifficient to deferve to have thofe villainous people punilhed, all he could do 
for the future would never obtain it, fince he had Already performed the main thing 
he undertook before he difeovefed the Indies, which was to fhew that there was a 
continent and iflands weftward ; that the way was cafy ;md navigable, the advantage 
vffible, and the people gentle and unarmed. All which fince he had verified him- 
felf in perfon, there now remained nothing but for Their Highneffes to purfue wkat 
was' begun, fending people to difeover the fecrets of thofe countries ; for now the gate 
was opened, any one might follow the coaft, as feme did already, who improperly call 
themfeiyes difeoverers ; not confidering they have not difeovered any, nev^' country, but 
that for the future they purfue the firft difeovery, the admiral having ftiewn them the 
iilands ahd province of Paria, which was the firft land of the continent difeovered. 
Yet the admiral .having always had a great inclination to ferve Their, Catholic Majef- 
ties, and particularly the Queen, he was content to return to his Ihips, and under- 
take the voyage 'we fhalh fpeak of ; for he was convinced there would daily be found 
out great wealth, 'as he writ to Their -Highneffes the year 1499, fpeaking of the dif- 
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covery in this manner : It is not to be difcontinued ; for, to fay the truth, becaufe one 
time (jr other fomething material will be found. As has fmce appeared by New Spain 
and Peru, though at that time, as generally happens to moll men, no body gave credit 
to what he laid, and yet he faid nothing but wh&t proved true, as Their Catholic Ma- 
jefties teftify, in a letter of theirs writ at Barcelona* on the 5th of September 1498. 

•CHAP. LXXXVIII. -—'How the Admiral went from Granada to Seville^ to Jit out a 

Fleet for another Difeoverj. 

• 

THE admiral having been well difpatchcd by Their Catholic Majellies, fet out 
from Granada for Seville in the year 150 and being there, fo eameftly folicited 
the fitting out his I'quadron, that in a nnall time he had rigged and provided four 
Ihips, the biggell of Ibventy, the lead of fifty tons burthen, and one hundred and forty 
men and boys, of which number I was one. 

We fet fail from Cadiz on the 9th of May 1502, and failed to St. Catherine’s, 
whence we parted on Wedhefday the 1 ith of the fame month, and went to Arzilla to 
relieve the Portuguefe, who were reported to be in great diftrefs ; but when we came 
thither, the Moors had raifed the fiege. The admiral therefore fent his brother 
D. Bartholomew Colon, and me, with the captains of the (hips, alhore,^ to vifit the go- 
vernor of Arzilla, who had been wounded by the Moors in an affault. He returned 
j:he admiral thanks for the vifit and his oilers, and to this purpofe fent fome gentlemen 
to him, among whom fome were relations to Donna Philippa Moniz, the admiral’s 
wife in Portugal; The fame day we fet fail, and arriving at Gran Canaria, on the 
20th of May, cjft anchor among the little illands ; and on the 24th went over to 
Mafpalomas in the fame ifland, there to take in wood and water for our voyage. 
The next night we fet out for the Indies, and it pleafed God the wind was fo fair, that 
without handling the fails, on Wednefday the \ 5th of June we arrived at the ifland 
Matinino with a rough fea and wind. There, according to the cullom of thofe that 
fail from Spain to the Indies, the admiral took in frelh wood and water, and made the 
men walh their linen, flaying till Saturday, when we Hood to the wcllward, and came 
to Dominica, i^n leagues from the other. So running along among the Caribbee 
illands, we came to Santa Cruz, and on the 24th of the fame month ran along the 
fouth fide of the ifland of St. John. I’hence we took the way for St. Domingo, the 
admiral having a mind to exchange one of his Ihips for another, becaufe it was a bad 
failer, and befides, could carry no fail, but J;he fide would lie ahnoll under water, 
which was a hindrance to his voyage, becauf§ his defign w’as to have gone direSly 
npon the coall of Paria, and keep along that Ihorc; till he came upon the ftreight, 
whidi he certainly concluded was about Veragua and Nombre de Dios. But feeing 
the fault of the Ihip, he was forced to repair to St. Domingo to change it for a 
better. 

And to the end the commendary Lores fetit by Their Majellies to call Bovadilla 
to an account for his male-adminillration, might not be furprized at our unexpected 
arrival, upon Wednefday the 29th of June, being near the port, the admiral fent Peter 
de lerreros, captain of one of the Ihips to him, to fignify what occ&fidn he had to 
change that Ihip ; for which realbn, as alfo becaufe he apprehended a rrest flbrm was 
coming, he defired to fecure himfelf in that port, advifing him not Jet the fleet fail 
out of the port for eight days to come ; for if he did it would to in great danger. 
But the afbrefaid governor would not permit the admir 4 to. come mto the har- 
bour, nor did he hinder the going out of the fleet that was bound for Spain, which 
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confifted of dghteen fall, and was to carry B^vadilla, who had imprifoned the ad- 
miral and his brothers, Francis Roldan, and all the reft who had been in rebellion 
againll them and done them fo much harm, all, whom ‘it pleafed God to infatuate, 
that t|jfey niight not admit of the admiral’s good advice. And I am fatisfied it was 
the haoid of God ; for had they arrived in Spain, they had never been punifhed as 
their crimes deferred ; but rather been favoured and preferred, as being the bifliop’s 
friends. This was prevented by their fetting out of that port for Spain ; for no fooner 
were they come to the eaft point of the ifland Hifpaniola, but there arofe fo terrible a 
ftorcn, that the admiral of the fleet funk, in which was Bovadilla, with moft of the 
rebels, and made fuch havock among th*' reft, that of eighteen Ihips, only three or 
four were faved. This happened upon Thurfday the laft of .lime, when the admiral 
having forefeen the ftorm, and l)eing rcru^'ed admittance into the port, for his fecurity, 
drew up as clofe to the land as he couid, thus flieltering himfelf, not without much 
diflatisfaftion among his men, who, for being widt him, were dc'uied that reception 
which had been allowed to ftrangers, much nion' t( hem that were of the fame 
nation ; for they feared they miglu be fo ferved, if any misfortune fhould befal them 
for the future. And though the admiral was concerned on the liime account* yet it 
more vexed him to behold the tiafcnefs and ingratitude ufed towards him in that coun- 
try he had given to the honour aiui beindit of Spain, being retufed to fheller his 
life in it. Yet his prudence and judgment lecured his Ihips, till the next day the 
tempeft increafmg, and the night coming on very ilark, three fhips broke from him , 
every one its own way ; the men ..board each of them, though all of them in great 
danger, concluded the others were loll ; but they that fuHered moft were thofe 
aboard the fhip called Santo, who to Cave their boat, which had been alhore with the 
captain Terreros, dragged it a-ftern, wher., it over-fet, and were at laft forced to let 
it go to fave themfelves. But the caraval Bermuda was in much more danger, which 
running out to fea, was almoft covered vhh it, by which it appeared the admiral 
had reafon to endeavour to change it ; and all men concluded that, under God, the 
admiral’s brother was the faving of her, by his wildom and refolution ; for as has 
been faid above, there was not at that time a more expert lailor than he. So that 
after they had all fuffered very much, except the admiral, it pleafed. God they met 
again upon Sunday following in the port of Azua, on the fouth fide of Hifpaniola, 
where every one giving an account of his misfortunes, it appeared that Bartholomew 
Colon had weathered fo great a ftorm, by flying from land like an able failor ; and 
that the admiral was out of danger, by .lying clofe to the fhore like a cunning aftro- 
logcr, who knew whence the danger luuft come. Well might his enemies blame 
him therefore, faying, he bad railed that ftorm by art magic, to be revenged on 
Bovadilla and the reft of his enemies that were with him, feeing that none of his 
four fhips perifhed ; and tlr-t of eighteen wdiich fet out with Bovadilla, only one called 
La Aguja, or the 7’he Needle, the woril of them all, held on its courfc for Sp^^ 
where it arrived fafe, having on board four thoul'and pelos in gold, worth eight lh8» 
lings a pefo, belonging to th. admiral, th< t)ther three that efcaped, returning to St. 
Domingo Ihatfbred, and in a diftrelfou condition. 


CHAP. LXXXIX. — Hgw ihe Admiral departed from Hifpaniola^ and difeovered the 

(/lands of Guanaia. 

THF. admiral in the pwt of Azua gave his men a breathing time after the ftorm j 
and it being one of the diverfions ufed at fea, to filh when there is nothing elfe to 

do. 
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do, I will mention two forts of fifli among the reft, which I remember were taken 
there v the one of them was pleafant, the other wonderful. The firft was a filh called 
Saavina, as big as half an, ordinary bell, which lying afleep above water, was ftruck 
with a harping iron from the boat of the rtiip Bifceina, and held fo faft, that it could 
not break loofe ; but being tied with a long rope to the boat, drew it after it as' fwift 
as an arrow ; fo that thofe aboard the fliip feeing the boat feud about, and not know- 
ing the occafion, were aftoniflteil it ftiould do fo without the help of the oars, till at 
Lift the fifli funk, and being drawn to the Ihip’s fidt', was there hauled up with the" 
tackle, 'fhe other fifli was taken ahei anoiiier manner, the Indians call it Manati, and 
there are none of the fort in I'.u. ojx ■ ii is as big as a calf, nothing differing from it in 
the colour and t'lftc of the bn: ri'ai ngriiaps it is better and fatter; wherefore 

thofe that atlirin tiiere are all fort-, ( f '•■••■tti.ro"' in the tea, will have it, that thefe filhes 
are real calves, fince within tbe, ba', noihitis; liki' a tilh, and feed only on the grals 
they find along the bank:». ' : ■ urn to our hiftory ; the admiral having a little re- 

frclhed his men, and repaired ..i.. ihljt ., left purl A /.ua, and went to that of lirafil, 
which the Indians call Giaceh.- a, to /hi-i another llorm that was coming. Ilencc he 
failed again on the i4tli of 'idy, atul was fo becalmed, that inlit ad of holding on his 
courfe the current carried him away to cc'rtain iflands near Jamaica, which are very 
fmall aftd fandy, and he called tlienr Los .Vros, t>r The Wells, becaufe not finding 
water in them, they dug many piis in he fand, and took up that water for their ufe. 
•Then failing foiithward for the continent, we came to certain illands, where we went 
afliorc upon the biggeft only, called Guanaiu, whence thofe that make fca charts, took 
occafion to call all thofe illands of Guanaia, uhich arc almoft twelve leagues from the 
continent, near die province now calleil Mondii'-as, though then the admiral called it 
Cape Gafinas. But thefe men making iiu ii charts w'ithout having feeii the world, they 
commit vaft miftakes ; which fince it nr>w comes in my way, 1 will here fet down, 
though it interrupts the courfe of our hillory, d’hefe lame illands and continent are 
by thwn twice fet down in their charts, as if they w ere diflerent countries ; and 

whereas Cape Gracias a Dios, and that they call Gape , are but one and 

the fame, tliey make two of it. The occafion of tin's miltake was, that after the ad- 
miral had difcavcretl thefe countries, one John Diaz de Solis, (from whom the river 
De la Plata, that is, of Silver or Plate, was called Rio de .Solis, becaufe he was there 
killed by the Indians,) and^one Vincent Vanez, who commanded a fliip the firft voy- 
age, wdien the admiral dilcovered the Indies, fet our together to difeover in the year 
1508, defigning to follow along that coa(( the ad mi ra I had difeOvered in his voyage 
from Veragua weftward ; and he following ajmoft the fame- track, they put into the 
coaft of C.ariai, and paffed by Cape Gracias a Dios, tis far as G:ij)e G.alinas, which they 
callM Honduras, and the aforefaiil iflamis 'luy called Guauaiis, giving the name of the 
biggeft to them all. Thence they pn. eei.’.’d uu fu'ih.!, t.idiovn owning the admiral 
had been in any of thofe parts, that the Ji;i,;o.er; et .nt ue aifi dwited to them, and to 
have it believed they had found large countries , . o ■ . h;iauding that, Peter de Le- 
defma, one of their pilots, who had bee.; v ni the admiral in his voyage to 

Veragua, told llvm, he knew that country, ana ritat he .lad been tliene with the ad- 
miral difeovering iti, from whom 1 aiterwarv! ; hao .Ins. But the nature of the charts 
plainly demonftrates it ; for th'e lame thing is twice fet dt wii, ami the ifland is in the 
fame lhape, a;id at the fame diftance, they having at their return brought a true 
draft of that country, only faying, it lay beyond that which the admiral had dif- 
covered. So that the lame country is twice deferibed in ane chart ; which, if it pleafe 
God, time will make appear, when that coaft is better known ; for they will find but 

one 
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one country of that fort, as has been faid. But to return to our difcovery, being 
come to the ifland of Guaiiaia, the admiral ordered his brother Bartholomew,Colon 
to go alhore with two boats, where they found people like thofe of the other 
iflands, but not of fuch high foreheads. They alfo faw abundance of puie-trees and 
piec^< of lapis calaminaris, ufed tb mix with copper, which fome feamen taking for 
gold, kept hid* a long time. 

The admirars brother being afliore in that ifland, very defirous to know fomething 
•of it, fortune fo ordered it, .that a canoe as long as a galley, and eight feet wide, 
all of one tree, and like the othei's in lhape, put in there, being loaded with commo- 
ditics brought from the weftward, and bound towards New Spain. In the midfl: of 
it was a covering like an awning made of palm-tree leaves, not unlike thofe of the 
Venetian gondolas, which kept all under it fo clofe, that neither rain nor fea water 
could wet the goods. Under this awning were the children, the women, and all the 
goods, and though there were twenty-five men aboard this canoe, they had not the 
courage to defend themfelvcs agaiiift the boats that purfued them. The canoe being 
thus taken without any oppofition, was carried aboanl, whefe the admiral blelfed God, 
for that it had pleafed him at once to give him famples of the commodities of that 
coimtry, without expofing his men to any danger. He therefore ordered fuch things 
to be taken, as he judged moll fightly and valuable ; fuch as fome quilts, and fliirts 
of cotton wnthodt fleeves, curioufly wrought and dyed of foveral colours, and fome 
flnall clouts to cover their privities, of the fame fort; and large Iheets in which the. 
Indian w'omen aboard the canoe wrapped themfelves, as the Moorilh w*omen at Gra- 
nada ufed to do ; and long wooden fwords with a channel on each fide where the edge 
fliould be, in which there were fharp edges of flint fixed with thread, and a bitumi- 
nous fort of matter, which cut naked men as if they were of fteel, and hatchets to cut 
wood like thofe of ftone the other Indians ufe, but that thefe were made of good 
copper ; alfo bells of the fame metal, plates and crucibles to melt the metal. For their 
provifion they had fuch roots and grain as they in Hifpaniola eat, and a fort of liquor 
made of maize, like the Englifli beer ; and abundance of cacao-nuts, which in New 
Spain pafs for money, which they feemed to value very much ; for when they were 
brought aboard among their other goods, 1 obferved that when any of thefe nuts fell, 
th^ all Hooped to take it up, as if it had been a thing of great confequence ; yet at 
that time they feemed to be in a manner befides themfelves, being brought prifoners 
out of their canoe aboard the Ihip, among fuch ftrange and fierce people, as we are to 
them ; but fo prevalent is avarice in man, that we ought not to wonder that if fhould 
prevail upon the Indians above the apprehenfion of the danger they w'cre in. I mull 
add, that we ought to admire theii» modeAy ; for it falling out, that in getting them 
aboard, fome were taken by the clouts they had before their privities, they would'im- 
mediately clap their hands to cover them ; and the women would hide their faces, and 
wrap themfelves up, as we faid the Moorilh women do at Granada. This moved 
admiral to ufe them well, to rellore their canoe, and give them fome things in exchange 
for thofe that had been taken from them.. Nor did he keep aqy one of them but an 
old man, whofft name was Giumbe, that feemed to be the wifeli and ghief of them, to 
learn fomething of hifn concerning the country, and that he might draw others tp 
converfe t^^th me Chriftians, which be did very readily 'and faithfully all the while we . 
faUed nthere his language was underftood. Therefore, as a reward for this his fervice, 
when “vre fame where he was not underftood, the adtinral gave him fome things, and 
fent h^ Wome very well' pk^ed, which was before he came to Cape Gracias a Dios, 
on the coj^ of Orecchia, whereof mention has been made already. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR XC. — How the Admiral would not go to New Spaing but fail to the Eajhvard 

to find out the Streight in the Continent. 

notwithstanding the admiral had heard fo much from thofe in the canoe 
concerning the great wealth, politgnefs, and ingenuity of the people weftward towards 
New’ Spain ; yet thinking that tnofe countries lying to the leeward, he could fail 
thither when he thought fit from Cuba, he would not go that way at this time, but 
held on his defien of difeovering the ftreight in the continent, to clear a way into the 
South Sea, which was what he aimed at in order to come at the countries that produce 
fpice, and therefore refolved to fail eaftward towards Veragua and Nombre de Dios, 
where he imagined the faid ftreight to be, as in efFeft it was ; yet was he deceived in 
the matter ; for he did not conceit it to be an ifthmus, or narrow neck of land, but a 
fmall gulph running from/ea to fca. Which miftake might proceed from the likenefs 
of the names ; for when they faid the ftreight was at Veragua and Nombre de Dios, it 
might be underftood either \>f land or water ; and he took it in the moft ufual fenfe, 
and for that he moft earneftly defired. And yet though that ftreight is land, yet it 
was and is the way to the dominion of both feas, and by which fuch immenfe riches 
have bopn difeovered and conveyed : for it was God’s will, a matter of fuch vaft con- 
cern fhould not be otherwife found out, that canoe having given the flrft information 
f oncoming New Spain. 

I'here being nothing therefore in thofe iflands of Guanaia worth taking notice of, he, 
without further ilclay, failed in order to feek out the ftreight towards the continent, to 
a point he called, Caiinas, becaufe there were abundance of trees that bear a fort of 
fruit that is rough, as a fpungy bone, and is good to cat, elpecially boiled ; which 
fruit the Indians of Hifpaniola call Cafinas. There appearing nothing worth taking 
notice of all about the country, the admiral would not lofe time to go into a great bay 
the land makes there, but held on his courfe eaftwards along that coaft, which runs 
along the fame way to cape Gracias a Dios, and is very low and open. The people 
neareft to Cape Cafinas wear thofe painted Ihirts or jerkins before mentioned, and clouts 
before their priyities, which were like coats of mail, made of cotton ftrong enough to 
defend them againft their weapons, and even to bear oil the itroke of fome of ours. 

But the people higher eaftward, towards Cape Gracias a Dios, are almuft black, of 
a fierce afpeft, go flark naked, are very favage, and, as the Indian that was taken 
faid, eat man’s lielh, and raw fifti juft as it is taken. They have their ears bored with 
fuch large holes, that they may ]>ur a hen’s *egg into them, which made the admiral 
call that coaft de las Orejas, or of the Ears. * Therw on Sunday, the 14th of Auguft 
1501, Bartholomew Colon went afliore in the morning with the colours, the 
captains, and many of the men, to hear mafs ; and on Wednelday following, when 
th^ boats w'cnt alliore to take pofieflion of the country for Their Catholic Majefties, 
above a hundred men ran down to the fhore, loaded with provifions ; who, as foon as 
the boats came afliore, came before the lieutenant, and on a hidden retired back 
without fpeaking a word. He ordered they ftiould give them horfe-lieljs, beads, and 
other things; an*ci,by means of the aforefaid interpreter, inquired concerning the 
country ; though he having beesi but a fliort time with u ;, did not the 

Chriftians, by.reafon of the diftance of his counti'y from Hifpaniola,' where feveral 
perfons aboard’ the fliips had learnt the Indian language. Nor did he underftand thofe 
Indians ; but they being pleafed with what had been given jhem, came the n(2^*t day to 
the fame place, above two hundred of them loaded with feveral forts of provifions, as 

hens 
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hens of that country, which are better than ours, geefe, roafted fifli, red and white 
beans, like kidney beans, and other things like thofe they have in Hifpaniola. The 
country was green and beautiful, though low, producing abundance of pines*, oaks, 
palm trees of feven forts, and mirohalans of thofe of luf^aniola they call hobi ; and 
almoft all forts of provifions that ifland affords were here to be found. Abundance of 
leopards, deer, and others, ^ alfo all forts of fifh there are in the iilands and in Spain. 
The people of this country are much like thofe of the iflands^ but that their foreheads 
are not fo high, nor do they feem to have any religion. There are feveral languages 
among them, and for the moll part they go naked, but cover their privities ; fome 
wfcar f^^ort jumps down to their navel without lleeves ; their arms and bodies have 
figures wrought on them with fire, which make them look oddly ; and fome hav^ 
lions, others deer, and other cattles with towers, and other things painted on their 
bodies. Inftead of caps, the better fort of them wear red and white cloths of cotton ; 
and fome have locks of hair hanging on their foreheads. But when they are 
to be fine agaiuft a feftival day, they colour their faces, fome black, and fome red ; 
others draw ftreaks of feveral colours ; others paint their nofe, and others black their 
eyes ; and thus they adorn themfelves to appear beautiful, whereas in truth they look 
like devils. 

« 

CHAP. XCI. -V How the Acbniral left the Coaft he called de las Orejasy and by Cape 
Gracias a Dies came to Cariariy and %uha1 he did and faw there. 

THE admiral failed along the fedd coaft de las Orejas caftward to Cape Gracias a 
Dios, which was fo calleil, becaufe there being but fixty leagues to it from Cape 
Cafmas, we laboured feveiity days by rcal'on of the currents and contrary winds upon 
the tack to gain it, ftanding out to lea, and then making the ftiore, fometimes gaining 
and fpmetimes lofmg ground, as the wind was fcant or large when we came about. 
And nad not the coaft afforded fuch good anchoring, we had been much longer upon 
it; but being clear, and having two fathom water half a league from the Ihorc, 1\nd 
two more at every league’s dillance, we had always the conveniency of anchoring at 
night when there was but little wind ; fo that the courfe was navigable by rcafon of 
the good anchoring, but with difficulty. 

When on the 14th of September we came up to the cape, perceiving the land turned 
off to the fouth, and that w^c could conveniently contimie our voyage with thofe 
Levant winds that .reigned there, and had been lb contrary to us, we all in general 
gave thanks to God, for which reafon the admiral called this Cape Ciracias a Dios. 
A little beyond it, we palled by fome dangerous fands tliat ran out to fea, as far as the 
eye could reach. 

It being requifite to take in wood and water, on the i6th of .September the admiral 
lent the boats to a river that feemed to be deep, and to have a good entrance, but t»he 
coming out proved not fo ; for the winds frelhing from fea, and the waves running 
high againft the current of the river, fo diftreflbd the boats, that one of them was loll 
with all the men in it ; wherefore the admiral called it the river de la Dplgratia, that 
is, of the Difalter. 

In this river, and about it, there were canes as jthick as *4 man’s leg; and.&h 
Sunday tfie 25th of September, ftill running fouthward, we came to an anchor near a ' 
little ifland called Quiriviri, and a town on the continent, the name whereof was 
Cari^ri, *|vhere were the beft people, country, and fitttation, we had yet feen ; as well 
becajjl^^^ was high, full of*' rivers, and abounding in trees, as becaufe the ifland was 
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thick wooded, and full of forefts of palm, mirobalan, and other forts of trees. For 
this reafon, th^ admiral called it Hucite. It is a fmall league from the town the 
Indians call Cariari, which is near a great river, whither reforted a great multitude of 
people from the adjacenf^ parts ; fome with bows and arrows; others with ftaves of 
palm tree, as black as a coal, and hard as a horn,* pointed with the bones of filhes ; 
others with clubs ; and they came together as if they meant ^to defend their country. 
The men had their hair braided and wound about their heads ; the women ftiort like 
ours. But perceiving we were peaceable people, they were very defirous to barter 
their commodities for ours ; theirs were arms, cotton jerkins, and large pieces like 
fheets, and guaninis, which is pale gold they wear about their necks, as we do relics. 
'^Thefe things they fwaru with to the boats, for the Chriilians went not afhore that day 
nor the next ; nor would the admiral allow any thing of theirs to be taken, that we 
might not be taken for men that value their goods, but gave them fome of ours. The 
lefs they faw us value thc^ exchange, tlie more eager they were, making abundance of 
figns from land. At lall, perceiving nobody wont afhore, they took all the things 
that had been given them,* without referving any, and tying them together, left them 
in the fame place where the boats firft went afliore, and where our men found them on 
the Wednefday following, when they landed. The Indians about this place believing 
that tl\e ChrifUans tlid not confide in them, they fent an ancient man of an awful 
prefence with a flag upon a flaff, and two girls, the one about eight, *the other about 
^fourteen years of age, who, pulling them into the boat, made figns that the Chriftians 
might fafely land. Upon their requeft, they went afhore* to take in water, the Indians 
taking great care not to do any thing that might fright the Chriltians ; and when they faw 
them return to their fliips, they made figns to them to take along with them the young 
girls, with their guaninis about their necks ; and at the requeft of the old man that 
condutted them, tliey complied and carried them aboard. Wherein thofe people 
flieweJ more friendly than others had done ; and in the girls appeared an un- 
dauntednefs. For though the Chriftians were fuch ftrangers to them, they expreffed 
no manner of concern, but always looked pleafant and inodell ; which made the 
admiral treat them well, doathed, fed, and fel them afhore again, where the fifty men 
were, and the old man that had delivered them, received them again with much fatis- 
faction, d'he boats going afliore again that fame day, found the fame people with the 
girls, who reftored all the Chriftians had given them. The next day, the admiraFa 
brother going afhore to IcaPn fomething of thofe people, two of the chief men came to 
the boat, and tiiking him by the arms between them, made him fit down upon the 
grafs ; and he, afking fome queftions of them, ordered the feci etary to write down 
what they anfwered ; but they feeing the pch, ink,^ and paper, were in fuch a con- 
fternation, that moft of them ran away, which, as was believed, they did for fear of 
being bewitched ; for to us they feerned to be forcerers, or fuperftitious people, and 
that not without reafon ; bccaufe, when they came near the Chriftians, they fcattered 
fome powder about them in the air, and burning feme of the fame powder, en- 
deavoured to make the fmoak go tow^ards the Chriftians ; befides, their refufmg to 
k^p any thing that belonged unto us, fhewed a jealuufy ; for, as they ^ly, “ A knave 
thinks every man* like himfelf.’’ Having (laid here longer than was convenient, con- 
fidering the hafte we were in, after repairing the fhips, and providing all we wanted, 
upon Sunday the 2d of Oftober the admiral ordered his brother to go afhore with 
fome men to View that Indian town, and learn fomething of their manners, and the 
nature of the country. The moft remarkable things they f^w were, in a great wooden 
palace covered with canes, fevefal tombs, in one of which there was a tlead body dried 
VOL. xri. s up 
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up and embalmed ; in another, two bodies, wrapped up in cotton {beets without ahy 
ill fccnt ; and over each tomb was a board, with the hgures of beads carved on it ; 
and on fome of them, the cfli^es of the perfon buried there, adorned with guaninis, 
beads, and other things they mod vaiuc. Thcfe being the mod civilized Indians in 
thofe parts, the admiral ordered onfe to be taken, to learn of him the fecrets of the 
country ; and of feven that were taken, two of the chiefed were picked oat, imd the 
red fent away with fome gifts, and civil entertainment, that the country might not be 
left in an uproar, telling them, they were to ferve as guides upon that coad, and then 
befet at liberty. But they believing they were taken out of covetoufnefs, that they 
might ranfom themfelves with their goods and things ol value, the next day abundance 
of them came dowm to the lliorc, and font four aboard the admiral, as their ambadadors, 
to treat about the ranfom, oflering fome' things, and Ireely giving two hogs of tlie 
country, which, though fmall, are very wild. The admiral therefore, obferving the 
policy of this people, w^as more dcfirous to be acquainted w;ith tlieiu, and would not 
depart till he had learned fomething of them, but w-oiilJ not give ear to their oflbrs. 
He therefore ordered fome trifles to be given to the ineflbngers, that tliey might not 
go away diflatisficd, and that they fliouUl be paid for their hogs, one of wliich wUvS 
hunted after this manner. Among other creatures that country produces, there is a 
kind of cats of a greyifh colour, and as big as a fmall greyluumd, but have a longer 
tail, and lb (Irbng, that wdiatfoever they clap it about is as it were tied with a rope. 
"^Tltefe run about tlie trees like the fquirrels, leaping Irom one to anotluT ; and when 
they leap, they do not only hold fall with their claws, but with their tail too, by wdiicfi 
they often hang, either to roll them, or fport. It happened that one Balkdler brought 
one of thefe cats out of a wocxl, having knocked him off a tree, and not daring to 
meddle with it when down, becaufe of its lierccnefs, he cut olf oiu* of his fore legs, 
and carrying it lb wounded alK)ard, it frighted a good dog they had, but put one of 
the hogs they had brought us into a nuicli greater fear; lor as ioon as the Iwine law 
the cat, it run away, with ligns of much dread, which we were birprized at, becaufe 
before this happened, the hog' ran at every body, and would not let llie dog red jli)on 
the deck. The admiral therefore* ordered it to be put dole to the cat, wliich prefently 
wound her tail about its fnout, and with that tore-leg it had left, faflenetl on its pole to 
bite it, the hog for fear grunting moll violently. By this w-e perceiveel that thefe cats 
hunt like the w^olves or dogs in Spain, 


CHAP. XCII. — Ilo%v the jlchnird! zcLiit,, front Cariari to Canrearo ami Veragna^ till 
he came to Poriovelo^ ah alofig a very fruitful CoaJL 

UPON Wcdiiefday the 5th of October the admiral fuled, and came to the b;iy of 
Caravaro, which is fix leagues in length, and above three in breatith, where there are 
many fmall iflands, and two or three channels to get in or out at any time. Within 
thefe iflands the Ihips fail as it were in llreets between iflands, the leaves of the trees 
Itriking againft the Ihrouds. As fooii as wo anchoi-ed in this l)ay, the boats went to 
one of the iflaijds, where there were twenty canoes upon the lliorc*, and tjie people by, 
as naked as they were born, and had only a gold plate about their rleck, and fome an 
eagle of gold. Thefe, without Ihewdng any tokens of fear, the tw'o Indians of Cariari 
interpreting, gave a gold plate for three horfe-bells; it wx-ighed tc?n ducats, and they 
faid there was great plenty of that metal up the continent, not far from* them. 

The dkxt day, being the^ 7th of October, the boats went afhore upon the continent, 
where meeting ten canoes full of people, and they refufing to chaffer away their gold 
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plates, two of the chief of them were taken, that the admiral might learn fomething of 
them .with the afliftance of two interpreters. The gold plate one of ihem wore 
weighed fourteen ducats, ^and the other’s eagle twenty-two. Thefc faid, that a day 
or two’s journey up the country, there was abundance of gold found in fomc places 
w'hich they named. In the bay a vaft deal of fill? was taken, and afhore there were 
abundance of thofc creatures above mentioned at Cariari ; alfo great plenty of their 
food, fuch as roots, grain, and fruit. The men, who are painted all over, face and 
body, of feveral colours, as red, black, and white, go naked, only covering their 
privities with a narrow cotton cloth. 

From this bay of Caravaro, wc went to anotJier clofe by it, called Aburena, which 
in fome meafure is like the other. 

On the I yth tve put out to fea to continue our voyage ; and being come to Guaiga, 
a river twelve leagues from Aburena, the admiral commanded the boats to go alhore, 
tvhich as they were doing, they faw above a hundred Indians on the Itrand, who 
alTaulted thc>ra furioiifly, running up to the middle into the water, brandifliing their 
fpears, blowing; horns, ancf heating a drum in warlike manner, to defend their country, 
throwing the fait water towards the C’hriltians, chewing herbs and fpurting it towards 
them. Our men not {lin ing, endeavoured to appeafe them, as they did ; for at laft 
they drew near to exchange the gold plates they had about their necks, fome for two, 
and fome for three horl'e-bells, by which means we got fixteen gold plates, worth a 
•hundred and fifty ducats. I’he nc'xr day, being ]'’riday the 19th of Odlober, the 
boats went to land again to barter ; yet before any Chriftian went afhore, they called 
to fome Indians, who were under Ibme bowers they had maile that night to defend their 
country, fearing, the Chriftians would land to do them Ibme wrong. 'I’hough they 
called never fo much, yet none of them would come, nor would the Chriftians land 
without knowing fird what mind they were in ; for, as afterw'ards appeared, they 
waited in order to fall on them as Ibon as they landed. But perceiving they came not 
outj^pfthe boats, they blew their iiorns, beat the drum, and making a great noife, ran 
into the water, as they had done the day belbre, till they came almofl to the boats^ 
making figiis as if they would call their javelins if they did not return to their Ihips. 
The Chriltiansf ofl'ended at this their proceeding, that they might not be fo bold, and 
defpile them, wounded one with an arrow in the arm, and fired a cannon, at which 
they were fo frighted, thaf all ran away to land. 'I’hen four Cihriftians landed, and 
calling them back, they came very peaceably, leaving their arms behind them, and 
exchanged three gold plate'-, faying, they Ivid no more, bccaufe they came not pro- 
vided for to trade, but to light. , 

All the admiral looked for in this journey was tet get liimples of wdiat thofe parts 
afforded ; and therefore, without farther delay, he proceeded to Catiha, and call 
an^chor in the mouth of a great river. The people of the country were feen to gather, 
calling one another w'ith horns afid drums; and after\\ai\ls fent a canoe with two men 
in it to the Ihips, who htiving talked with the Indians that were taken at Cariari, pre- 
fently came aboard the admiral, without any apprehenlion ol fear ; and by the advice 
of thofe lndfans,.ga\'e the admiral two plates of gold tiiey had about their necks, and 
h© in return gave them fome baubles of ours. When thefe w'ere gone alhore, there 
came imother canoe with three men wearing plates hanging at their necks, who did as 
the lirll had jdone. Amity thus fettled, our men went afhore, where they found 
abundance of people, with their king, who differed in nothing from the rell, but that 
he was covered with one leaf of a tree, becaufe at that timokit rained hard ; and to give 
his fubjetls a good example, he exchanged a plate, and bid them barter for theirs j 
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which in all were nineteen of pure gold. This was the firft place in the Indies where 
they faw any fign of a ftrudfurc, which was a great mafs of wall, or imagery, that to 
them feemed to be of lime^and flone : the admiral ordereil a piece of it to be brought 
away as a memorial of that antiquity. • 

He w^ent away caftward, and came to Cobravo, the people of which place lie near 
the rivers of that coafl ; and bccaufe none came down to the ftraiid, and the 'wind blew^ 
frefli, he held on his courfc, and went on to five towns of great trade, among which 
was Veragua, where the Indians faid the gold was gathered, and the plates made. 

The next day he came to a town, called C mbiga, wdiere the Indians of Cariari faid 
the trading country ended, which began at Carabora, and ran as far as Caibiga, l(3r 
fifty leagues along the coafl. 

The admiral, with.out making any Hay, went on till he put into Porto Bello, giving 
it that name, l^ecaufe it is large*, beautiful, well peopled, and eiicompaffed by a well 
cultivated country. He entered this place on the 2d of Newember, palling between 
tw^o fmall illands, within which the flaps may lie dole to the Ihore, and turn it out if 
they have* occalion. The country about lhal harbour, higher uj), is not very rough, 
but tilled, and full of houfes, a Hone’s throw or a bow' (hot one from tile oilier ; and 
it looks like the fiiicH laiidfcape a man can imagine. During feven days w^^ continued 
there, on account of the rain and ill weather, therc^ came continually canoes from all 
the country about to trade for provifioiis and bottoms ol line fpun cotton, wliich they 
gave for feme trifles, fuch as points and pins. 

CHAP. XCIII. — Ilo'ia the Admiral ca?nc to Port Bajiiincntos^ 'or Nomhre dc Dios^ and 
eo/a'iai/cd his Voyage till he put into Ret ret c, 

ON Wednefday the Qth of November, we failed out of Porto Bello, eight leagues 
to the ealhvard ; but tlic ne::t day w-ere forced back four leagues by Hrels of weather, 
and put in among the iflaiids near the continent, wh(?re is ikav the to\Mi of Nombre dc 
Dios; and becaufe all thofe fmall iflands were lull of grain, he called it Puertd'de 
BaHimentos, that is, the Port of Proviiions. 

There a boat well manned, purfliing a canoe, the Indians imagining pur men would 
do thcTu fomc harm, and perceiving the boat was within Icfs than a Hone’s throw of 
them, tJiey all threw thcmrelv(?s into the water to fwim away, as in elTecl tlicy did ; for 
though the boat rowed hard, it could not, in half a league ‘the purfuit laHed, overtake 
any of them ; or if it did happen to overtake one, he w'ould dive like a duck, and come 
up again a bow Hiot or tW'O from the place. "1 his chace was very pleakmr, feeing the 
boat labour in vain, which at laH returnecl empty. 

Here we continued till the 23(1 of November, refitting the fhij)s, and mending^'our 
cafks; and that day we failed eaHward to a place called Guiga, ilu‘rc being another of 
the fame name between Veragua and Cerago. I he boats going alliore, iouiul aboVe 
tliree hundred perfons on it, ready to trade for fuch provifions as they have, and feme 
fmall things of gold they wore hanging at their ears and nofes. 

But without .making any Hay here, on Saturday the 24th of November* w e put into 
a fmall port, which was called Relrete, that is. Retired Place, bc/raufe it could not 
contain at^ve five or fix fhips together, and the mouth of it was not above fifteen or 
twenty paces over, and on both Tides of it rocks appearing above water as fliarp as 
diamonds j and the channel between them was fo deep that they found no bottom, 
though. If' the fhips inclined, never fo little to either fide, the men might leap afhore, 
which was it that laved the ihips in that narrow place; which was the fault of thofe 
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who went in boats to view it, they being ^ covetous to deal with the Indians, and 
perceiving the fliips would lie there conveniently for it, clofe to the Ihore. In this 
place we continued nine days with bad weather; and at firft the Inchans came 
very familiarly to trade for fuch as they had; but when they faw the Chriftians 
Ileal privately out of their fhips, they retired to* their houfes, becaufe the feamen, 
like, covetous diffoliitc men, committed a thoufand infolencies ; infomuch that they 
provoked the Indians to break the peace, and fome Ikirmifhes happened between them, 
'j’licy increafmg daily, took courage to come up to the Ihips, which, as we faid, lay 
M’ith their fides clofe to the Ihore, thinking to do fome harm, wliich defign of 
theirs had turned to their own detriments, had not the admiral always endeavoured 
to gain them by patience and civility ; but ^t lalt, perceiving their infolence, to ftrike 
a terror into them, he caufed fome pieces of cannon to be fired, which they anfwered 
with fliouts, threfhing the trees with ftaves, and threatening by figns, Ihewing they 
did not fear the noife, for they thought it had been only a thundering to terrify 
them. 'I’hercfore to abate their pride, and make them not contemn the Chrillians, 
the admiral caufed a (liot t*) be made at a company of them that was got together upon 
a hillock, and the ball falling in the midfl of them, made them fenfible there was a 
thunderbolt as well as thunder ; fo that for the future they durft not appear even be- 
hind the mountains, 'riie peojtle of this country were the; propereft they had yet feen 
among the Indians, for they were tall and fpare, without any great bellies, and well 
•countenanced. 

The country was all plain, bearing little grafs, and a few trees ; and in the harbour 
there were vail great crocodiles or alligators, which go out to Hay and fleep afliore, 
and fcatler a feejnt as it all the miilk in the world wore together ; but they are fo 
ravenous and cruel fliat il they iind a man ileeping, they drag him to the water 
to devour him, though they are fearful and cowardly when attacked. Thefc alliga- 
tors are found in many other parts of the continent, and fome do affirm they are the 
lame as the crocodiles of the Nile. 

CHAP. XCIV. — Hoiv the Admiral being drove by Strefs of JVealher, flood again to 
Wcjlivard fo get Intelligence concerning the AJines, and enquire concerning Veragua. 

ON itTonday the 5th of Decemh(;r, the admiral perceiving the violent eafl and 
north-call winds did not t cafe, and that there was no trading with thofe people, he 
refolved to go back to be i'aflslK'd Cv nccrnliig what the Indians faid of the mines of 
Veragua, and therefore that day he leturned to Porto Bello, ten leagues weflward ; 
and continuing his coiirfe the next day, was anaultt^l by a well wind w'hich was oppo- 
fitelo his new' defign, but favourable to that he had for three months pafl. Blithe, 
believing this wind woukl not laft long, did not alter his courfe, but bore up againft 
thb wind for fome days, bccaufe the weather was unfettled ; and when the weather 
feeined a little favourable to go to Veragua, another wind wtiuld flart up and drive 
him towards Porto Bello , and when we wt re mofl in hopes to get into port we were 
quite beat oft again, and foinctimes with fuch thunder and lightning that the men durfl 
not open their eyes, the fhips feemed to be iud finking, and the Iky to come down. 
Sometimes the thunder was fo continued, that it was concluded fome fhip fired its 
cannon to defire affillance. ..\nolhcr time there would fall fuch ftorms of rain that it 
would lail violently for two or three days, infomuch that it looked like anothet univerfal 
deluge. This perplexed all the men and made them almoft defpair, feeing thef could not 
get half anhour’s reft, being continually wet, turning fometimesone way, and fometimes 
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another, ftruggling againft all riit* elements and dreading them all ; for in fuch dread- 
ful Itorms, they dread the fire in flafhes of lightning, the air for its fury, the^ water 
for the terrible waves, and the earth for the hidden rocks and fands which fometimes a 
man meets with near the port wheft; he hoped for fafety, and not knowing them, 
chufes rather to contend with the other elements in whom he has lefs Ihare. 

Befides all thefe terrors there occurred another no lefs dangerous and wonderful, 
which was a I'pout riling from the fca, on Tuefday the 13th of December, which if 
^hey had not dillblved by faying the gofpel of St. John, it had certainly funk whatfo- 
ever it fell upon ; for as has been faid, it draws the water up to the clouds like a 
pillar and thicker than a butt, l wilting it about like a whirlwind. That fame night we 
loll fight of the Ihip called (laino, and had the good fortune to fee it again after three 
dreadful dark days, though it had loll its boat and been in great danger, being fo near 
land as to call anchor, which it loll at long run, being forced to cut the cable. Now 
it appeared that the currents on that coall follow the wind, running wellward with the 
call wind, and the contrary, the water Hill going after the prevailing wind. The Ihips 
being now almoll lhattered to jtieces with the teinpell, arid the men quite fpent with 
labour, a day or two’s calm gave them fome refpite, and brought fuch multitudes of 
lliarks about the lliips. that they were dreadful to behold, idpecially for fuch as are 
fuperllitious ; becaufe, as it is reported, that ravens at a great diHance fmell out dead 
bodies ; fo Ibmc think thefe lharks do, which, if they lay hold of a man’s arm or 
leg, cut it off like a razor, for they have two rows of teeth in the nature of a- 
faw. Such a multitude of thefe was killed with the hook and cliain, that being able 
to dellroy no more, they lay fwimming upon the water, and they are lb greedy 
that they do not only bite at carrion, but may be taken with a red rag upon the 
hook. 1 have feen a tortoile taken out <.»f the belly of oiu; of thefe lliarks, and it 
afterwards lived aboard the lliip ,; but out of another was taken the w'hole head of one 
of his own kind, we having cut it off' and thrown it into the water, as not 
good to eat, no more than they are themfelves, and that lhark had fwallowed it ; and 
to us it feemed contrary to reafon, that one creature lliould fwallow' the head of an- 
other of its own bignels, which is not to be admired, becaufe their mouth reaches al- 
moll to their belly, and ilu' head is lltaped like an olive. 'I’hough foine looked ujion 
them to forbode miichief, and others thought them bail fill), yet we all made much of 
them, by reafon of the want we w'ere in, having been, now above eight months 
at fea, fo that we had confumed all the filh and llelh brought from Spain ; and w'hat 
writh the heat and moiflure of the fea, the .bifeuit was lb full of maggots, that, as God 
lhall help me, 1 faw many that llaid till pight to eat the pottage or brew'ice made of 
it, that they might not fee the maggots ; and others wei'e lo tiled to eat them, that 
they did not mind to thrown them aw’ay when they faw them, becaufe they might 
lofe their flipper if they were fo very curious. 

Upon Saturday the i/lh, the admiral put into a port three leagues call of Pennon, 
which the Indians called Huiva. It w'as like a great bay, where w’e relied three days, 
and going alhore, faw the inhabitants dwell upon the tops of trees, like birds, laying 
Hicks acrofs from bough to bough, and building huts upon them ralher ‘than houfes. 
Though we knew not the reafon of this Hrange cuHom, yet w'e gueflbd it was done for 
fear of thorgriffins there arc in that country, or of enemies ; for all along that coall, the 
people at every league diHance are great enemies to one another. 

We this port on the ^oth with fair weather, but not fettled ; for as foon 

as we were got out to fea, the tempell began to rage again, and drove us into another 
port, whence we departed again the third day, the weather feeming fomewhai mended, 

but 
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blit like an enemy that lies in wait for a man, rulhe'd 9ut again and forced us to Pennon, 
where when we hoped to put in, the wind ftarted up To contrary that we were drove 
again Towards Veragua. Being at anchor in the river, the weather became again fo 
ftormy that all the favour we bigid from it was that it..allowed us to get into that port, 
where we had been before on Thurfday the 1 2th of the fame month. Here we con- 
tinued from the fecoiid day in Chriftmas till the ,3'd of .January the following year 
I :;o*3, when having repaired , the fliip called Gallega and taken aboard abundance 
of Indian wheat, water, and wood, w'e turned back towards Veragua with bad wea- 
ther, and contrary winds, which changed crofsly juft as the admiral altered his 
courfe. And this was fo ftrange and unheard-of a thing, that I would not have 
repeated I'o many changes, if, betides by being then prefenr, 1 had not feen the fame 
written by James Meudt^z, who failed witlt the canoes of Jamaica, whereof I ftiali 
fpeak hereafter, and writ an account of this voyage ; and the letter the admiral fent 
by him to 'I'heir (iatholic Majeliies, which is printed, wall inform the reader how 
great our fulTerings were, and how much fortune perfecuted him hie ought moft 
to favour. But to return <0 the changes of w'cather and of our courfe, ivhich put 
us fo fo much trouble between Veragua and Porto Bello, for which rcafon that 
coaft was calleil Cofta de (iontnifl'es, tiiat is, coaft of thwartings. 

Upoji 'I’htirfdtty, luJng' the fetift of the Epiphany, w'e call anchor near a. river 
which the iuiiians call Yebra, and the admiral named Belem or Bethlem, bccaufe' 
^we came to tha‘ place upon the lead of the three kings. He caufed the mouth 
of that river, and of another wellward to be founded ; the latter the Indians call Ve- 
ragua where he found but Ihoal water, and in that of Belem, four lathom at high 
water. i'he boats w'eiu up this river to the town, where they were informed the 
gold mines of Veragua were. At lirft the Indians were fo lar from converfing, 
that they alfemhletl with their w'capons to hinder the Chriftians landing. The 
next day, our boats going fo the river of Veragua, the Indians tliore did as the 
others had done, and that not only alliorc, hut ftood upon their guard wdth their 
canoes in the wafer. But an Indian of that coaft wlio underllood them a little, 
going; alhore w'ith the ('hnltians and telling them we were gouil people and de- 
hred nothing hut w'hat we jiaiti for, tliey were fomewhat pacilied, and trucked 
twenty gold pfates, fome hollow pieces like joints of reeds, and fome grains never 
melted ; which to make their value the more, they laid were gathered a great way 
off upon uncouth mountaitft ; ami that when tliei- gath.ered it they dirl not eat, nor 
carry women along with them, which htme thmg tlte peojile ol Hiipaniola laid W’hen it 
was firft dilcovered. 

CHAP. XCV. — How the yldmiral unit into the River of Belem, and rcfolvcd to 
build a 'I'oivn there, and leai’e his Brother the Lieutenant in it. 

ON Monday the 9th of January, the admiral’s Ihip, and that called Bifcania went 
up the river, and the Indians came prefently to truck for fiich things as they had, 
particularly ylh, which at certain times of the year comes out of the fea up thefe 
rivers in fuch qtlantities as feems incredible to lucli as do not fee *it ; and they 
exchanged Ibme little gold for pins, and thoio things they moft valued thev gave for 
beads or hawks-bells. Next day the other two Ihips came in, which they had not 
done at firft, becaufc there being but little water at the mouth of the river, they 
were forced to ftay for the flood j though there the fea never rifes or falls above half 
a fathom. • 

Veragua 
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Veragua being famed for mines and extraordinary wealth, the third day after Our 
arrival, the admiral’s brother went up the river with the boats to the town oF^Quibio, fo 
the Indians call their king ; who hearing of the lieutenant’s coming, came do\Vn the 
river in his canoes to mtet him. ^ T|iey met in veryi*|riehdly manner, giving one an- 
other interchangeably fuch things as they valued moft ; and having difeourfed a long 
time together every one went away peaceably. Next day the faid Quibio came aboard 
to vifit the admiral, and having difeourfed together about an hour, the admiral gatre 
him fome things, and his men trucked bells for fbme gold, and fo he returned 
without any ceremony the fame way he came. , 

•We being thus very eafy and fecure, on Wednefday the 24rh of January the river 
of Belem fuddenly fwelled fo high, that before we could provide againfl it, or carry 
a cable afliore, the fury of the water came fo impetuoufly againll the admiral’s fliip 
that it broke one of its two anchors, and drove her with fuch force againll the fliip 
Gallega, which lay allern of it, that it brought the foremall by the board, and were 
both carried away foul of one another in utmoll danj^er of perifliing. Some 
judged the mighty runs to have been the caufe of this mighty flood, they hav- 
ing never ceafed all the winter in that country ; but had that been it thC river 
would have fwelled by degi'ccs, and not all on a fudden, which made it to be 
believed fome great fliower had fallen on the mountains of Veragua, which the 
^admiral called St. Chrillopher’s, becaufe the highell of them was above tlie rc*gion of 
the air where meteors are bred j for no cloud was ever feen above, but alL be- 
low it. 'I'o look to it is like an hermitage, and lies at lead twenty leagues up' 
the country, in the midd of woody mountains, whence we believed that flood came 
which was fo dangerous, that though it brought water enough to carry the? fliips out 
to fea, the wind was then fo boillerous, that they mud have been fliattercd to 
pieces at the mouth of the river, didant half a mile from whence they broke loofe. 
This temped laded fo long that we had time enough to refit and caulk the fliips. 
The waves broke fo furioully upon the mouth of the river, that the boats could not go 
out to difeover along the coall, to learn where the mines lay, and chule a place to build 
a town ; the admiral having relblved to leave his brother there with moll of the 
men, that they might fettle and fubdue that country, whild he went Spain to fend 
fupplies of men and provifions : upon this profpetl, the weather glowing calmer, 
on Monday the 6 lh of February he fent his brother w'ith lixty-cight men by lea to the 
mouth of Veragua river, a league didant Irom Belem wedward, and he went a letigue 
and a half up the river, to the cacique’s town, where he daid a day enquiring out the 
way to the mines. 

On Wednefday they travelled ^ four leagues and a half, and came to lie near a 
river, which they pafl'cd forty-iour times, and the next day advanced a league; itBd 
a half towards the mines fliewed them by Indians fent by Quibio to guide them. 
In two hours time after they came tliither, every man gathered fome gold about 
the roots of the trees which were there very thick and of a prodigious height. 
This fample was much valued, becaufe none of thole that went had any tools to dig, 
or had ever gathered any. Therefore the defign of their journey being only to get 
information oFthe mines, they returned vei y well jileafed that fame day to Veragua 
and the next to the Ihips. True it is that, as was, afterwards known, thefe mines 
wer^ not thofe of Veragua, which lay much nearer, but of Urira, a town whofe 
people ar(^ enemies to thofe of Veragua, to do whom a difpleafure, Quibio ordered 
the ChiH^ians to be conducted thither, and that they might go away to thofe, 
and leave his. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XCVI. — How the Admirals Brother went to fee fame Towns of that Province ; 
with an Account ^ the Gauntry^ and Cujioms ofi^bofe People. 


ON Thurfday the 1 4th of February 1 503, the admiral’s brother went into the 
country wkh forty men, a boat -following with fourteen. The next day they came to 
the river of Urira, feven leag^jies from Belem weftward. The cacique came out a 
league from his town to meet him, with twenty men, and prefented him with 
fuch things as they feed on, and fome gold plates were exchanged here. Whilft they 
were here the caaque and chief men never ceafed putting a dry herb into their mouths 
and chewing it, and fometimes they took a fort of powder they carried with that herb, 
which looks very odd. Having relied here* a while, the Chriftians and Indians went 
together to the town, where abundance of people came out to them, and alligncd them 
a great houfe to lie in,^ giving them much to eat. Soon after came the cacique 
of Dururi, which is a neighbouring town, with a great many Indians, who brought 
fome gold plates to truck ;• all thefe Indians faid there were caciques up the country 
who' had plenty of gold and abundance of men armed like ours. Next day. the 
lieutenant ordered the reft of his men to return by land to the Ihips, and he, with 
thirty he kept with him, held on his journey towards Zobraba, where the fields for 
above fix leagues were all full <if maize, like corn fields. Thence he went to Cateba, 
another town ; at both places he was well entertained, abundance of provifions given 
Itim, ;md fome gold plates trucked, which, as has been faid, are like the paten of a cha- 
lice, fome bigger and fome lefs, weighing twelve ducats, more or lefs ; they wear them 
about their necks^, hanging by a firing as we do relicks. The lieutenant being now 
very far from tne Ihips without finding any port along that coaft, or any river 
bigger than that of Belem to fettle his colony, he came back the fame way on . 

the 24th of February, bringing above ducats in gold he had exchanged for. 

As foon as he returned, prefently order was taken for his ftay, and eighty men 
being appointed to remain with him, they agreed by ten and ten, or more or 
lefs m a gang, and began to build houfes upon the bank of the aforefaid river of Be- 
lem, about a cannon Ihot from the mouth of it, within a trench that lies on the right 
hand, coming *up the river, at a mouth of which there is a little hill. Befides 
thefe houfes, which were all of timber and covered with palm tree leaves which 
grew along the Ihore, aiuTthcr large houfe was built, to ferve as a llorehoufe and 
magazine, into which feveral pieces of cannon, powder, and provifions were put, 
and other neceflaries for the fupport of the planters. But for wing, bifeuit, oil, vi- 
negar, cheefe and much grain, which was till thay had to eat, thefe things were 
left in the fafeft place, aboard the Ihip called Gallega that was to be left with the 
lieutenant, that he might make ufe of it either at fea or alhore, having all its 
cordage, nets, hooks, and other filhing tackle ; for as we have faid, there is vaft 
plenty of fifh in that country in every river, feveral forts at certain times running 
along the coaft in Ihoals, on which the people of the country feed more than upon 
flelh } for thqugh there be fome forts of beafts they are not enough to tpaintain them. 
The cuftoms of the Indians are for the moft part much like thofe of Hifpaniola 
and the neighbouring iilands ; . but thefe people of Veragua and the counify about 
it, when they talk to one another and eat turn their backs, and are always chew- 
ing an herb, v^hich we look upon to be the occafion that their tee% are decayed 
and rotten. Their food is filh, uduch they take with ,nets and hooks made of 
tortoife-Ihell, which they cut with a thread as if they were £iwing; the fame they' 
ufe^ in the iilands. They have , another way of catching fiwg very fmall fiihes, 
which in Hifpaniola they call Titi. Thefe at Certain times bemg drove to the Ihore 
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by the rains, are fo perfecutcd by the bigger fifh, that they are forced up to the 
furface of the water, where the Indians taKe as many as they will of thefh in little 
mats. Of fmall nets, an^ wrap them up in leaves of tjees as apothecaries do their 
drugs, and having dried them in an oven , they keep a long time. They alfo catch 
pilchards almoft in the fame manher ; for at certain times thefe fifties fly from the 
great ones fo violently and in fuch fear, that they leap out two or three paces upon the 
dry land, fo that there is no more to do but to take them as they do the others. 
Thefe pilchards are taken after another manner ; for in the middle of their canoes, 
from ftera to Hern, they raife a partition of palm-tree leaves two yards high, and 
plying about the river they make a noife, and beat the fliore with their oars, and 
then the pilchards, to fly from the other filh, leap into the canoe, and hitting againft 
thofe leaves fall in, by which means they' take as many as they pleafe. Several forts 
of fifli pafs along the coal! in flioals, whereof wonderful quantities are taken, which 
they keep roafted a long time. They have alfo abundance ,of maize, which is a fort 
of grain growing in an ear, or hard head like millet, whereof they make white and 
red wine, as beer is made in England, and mix of their fpice with it as pleafes their 
palate ; it has a pleafant talle like a ftiarp brilk wine : they alfo make another fort of 
wine of certain trees like palms ; and 1 believe they are of that kind, but that they are 
fmooth, and have fuch prickles on the trunk as the thorn. E'rom the pith, of this 
palm, which is like palmitoes fqueezed, they draw a juice, whereof they make wine, 
boiling it with water and fpice ; and this they make great account of. They make 
another wine of the fruit we laid is found in the ifland Guadaloupe, which is like 
a great pine-apple : it is planted in great fields, and the plant is a fprout growing out 
at the top of the fruit itfelf, like that which grows out of a cabbage , or lettuce. One 
plant lafts three or four years, and bears. They make wine of other forts of fruit, par- 
•ticularly of one that grows upon very high trees, and is as big as a large lemon ; and 
every one has two, three, and fome nine Hones like nuts, but they are not round, 
but long, or like a chefnut. 'I'he rind of this fruit is like a pomegranate, and when 
firft taken from the tree it refembles it exactly, fave only that it wants the prickly 
circle at the top. The tafle of it is like a peach ; of thefe fome are better, fome 
worfe, as is ufual among other fruit, d'here are of them in the iflands, and the 
Indians call them Mamci. 

4> 

CHAP. XCVII. — How, for the greater Security of the Chrtfiian Colony, Quibio, and 
fevcral of the principal Men, were made Prifoners ; and how, through the Carelejf- 

nefs of his Kc^ers, he made his Efcape. 

ALL things were now fettled for the Chriftian colony, and ten or twelve houfes 
built and thatched, and the admiral ready to fail for Spain, when he fell into greater 
danger for want of water, than he had been before by the inundation. For the 
great rains of January being over, the mouth of the river was fo choaked up with 
land, that whereas when they came in there was about ten feet water, which w'as fcant 
enough, wheq we would have gone out there were not two feet, fo thatewe were fliut 
up without any help, it being impoffible to get the fliips over ihq land ; and though 
there ha^ been fuch an engine, the fea was fo boifterous, that the leall wave which 
beats ujron the. Ihore was enough to beat the fliips in pieces, efpecially ours, which, were 
at this time lik^ a honey-comb, being all worm-eatep through and through. We had 
nothipg left but to have refourfe to God, and beg rain of him, as before we prayed 
for fair weather j for the rain we knew would fwell the river, and clear the fand from 
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the mouth- of it, as is ufual in thofe rivers. It being in the mean while difcovered by 
means of ‘the interpreter, that Quibio, the cacique of Veragua, intended to fet fire to 
the houfes, and deftroy the Qhriftians, becaufe all the Indiansswere againll their plant- 
ing upon that river j it was therefore thought fit', as a punifhrfient to him, and a terror 
and example to others, to make him a prifoner, with all his chief men, and fend them 
into Spain, •and that his town fhould remain at the difpofal of the Chriliians. 

To this purpofe the lieutenant, on the foth of March, went with feveiity-fix men to 
the town or village of Veragua ; and bccaufe I call it a tmvn or village, it is to be ob- 
ferved, that in thofe parts their houfes arc not clofe together, but they live as in Bifcay, 
at fome dillance from one another. When Quibio underftood that the lieutenant was 
come near, he fent him word not to come up to his houfe, which ftood upon a hill 
above the river of Veragua ; and the lieutenant, that he might not fly for tear of him, 
refolved to go with only five men, ordering thofe he left behind to come after him, 
two and two, at fome diltancc from one another ; and when they heard a mufquet 
fired, they fhould befet the houfe, that none might efcape. Being come up to the 
houfe, Quibio fent anothet mclfenger, bidding him not go in, for he would come out 
to talk to him, though he was wounded with an arrow, which they do that their wo- 
men may not be feen, being wonderful jeak)us of them. Accordingly he came and 
fat at the door, bidding only the lieutenant come near him, who did fo, ordering 
the reft: to fall on, as foon as he hud hold of his arm. He afked the cacique fome 
flueflions concerning his indifpofition and the affairs of the country, by the afiiftance of 
an Indian he had, whom we had taken not far off, above three months fmee, and he 
willingly went along with us. I'his man \vas then much afraid, for knowing that 
Quibio defigned ^o deftroy all the Chriftians, and not knowing our ftrength, bethought 
that might eafily be done by the great multitude of people there was in that province. 
But the lieutenant minded not his fear, and pretending to look where the cacique yjras 
wounded, he took him by the arm, and though they were both very ftrong, yet the 
lieutenant look fuch good hold, that he lofl it not till the other four came up, which 
done, one of them fired a mufquet, and on a fudden all the Chriftians running out of 
their ambufli befe t the houfe, in which there were thirty people, great and fmall, moft 
of which were, taken, and never a one wounded, for they feeing their king taken, 
would make no rcftftance. Among thefo there were fome wives and children of 
Quibio, and other men of note, who offered great wealth, faying, there was a great 
treafure in the adjoining wood, and they would give it all for their ranfom. But the 
lieutenant not regarding their pr<'>mires, ordered Quibio, with his wives and children, 
and the principal men, to be carried aboard, before the country took the alarm, ftay- 
ing himfelf there with moft of the men, to go ‘after Iris kindred and fubjetts who were 
fled.* Then having confulted with the captains and chief men, whom they fhould in- 
truft to conduft the prifoners to the mouth of the river ; he at laft delivered them to 
Johti Sanchez de Cadisj^ a pilot, and a man in good reputation, he offering to carry 
them, the cacique being bound hands and feet ; and this pilot being charged to take 
fpecial care that the cacique fhould not efcape, he anfwered, he would rive them leave 
to pull off hi» beard if he got from him. So he took him into his cuftedy, and went 
down the river of*V(iragua. Being come within half a league of the mouth of it, and 
Quibio complaining that his hands were too hard bound, John Sanchez out of com- 
paflion, loofed him from the feat of the boat to which he was tied, and held the rope 
in his hand. A little after, Quibio obferving he did not mind him,«threw himfelf 
into the water ; and John Sanchez not being able to hold feft die rope, let go that he 
might not draw him after into the water. Night cotiuK on, and thofe in the boat 
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being all in a confulion, they could not fee or hear where he got alhore, fo that they 
heard no more of him than if a ftone had fellen into the water. That the like^rai^ht 
not happen with the reft of the prifoners, they held on their way to the ftiips with 
much {hame for their careleflhefs and overfight. The next day the lieutenant perceiv- 
ing the country was very mountainhus and woody, and that there were no regular 
towns, but one houfe here, and another at a great diftance, and that it would be very 
difficult to purfue the Indians from place to place, he refolved to return to the Ihips 
with his men, not one of them being either killed or wounded. He prefented the ad- 
miral with the plunder of Quibio’s houfe, worth about three hundred ducats in gold 
plates, little eagles, and fmall quills, which they firing and wear about their arms and 
legs, and in gold twills which they put about their head in the nature of a coronet. 
All which things, deducting only the fifth 'part for Their Catholic Majefties, he divided 
among thofe that went upon the expedition : And to the lieutenant, in token of vic- 
tory, was given one of thofe crowns or coronets abovementioped. 


CHAP. XCVIII. — How after the Admiral was ^onc from Belem to return to Spain, 

Quibio ajfaulted the Chri/lian Colony, in which Engage7?ient there were many killed 

and wounded. 

ALL things being provided for the maintenance of the colony, and the rules 
and methods for them to be governed by, fettled by the admiral, it pleafed God^ 
to fend fo much rain, as fwelled the river and opened the mouth of it ; wherefore 
the admiral refolved to depart with all fpeed for Hifpaniola, to fend fpeedy fupplies 
to this place. Having waited for a calm that the fea might not beat upon the mouth 
of the river, we went out with three fliips, the boats going a-head and'towing us. Yet 
never a one went out fo cleverly, but his keel raced upon the land, and had been in 
danger notwith Handing the calm, but that thofe are loofe moving funds. Then w'e 
prefently took in all we had unladed to lighten the Ihips that they might get out. As 
we lay waiting for a fair w'ind upon the open coaft, a league from the mouth of the 
river, it pleafed God miraculoully to give us an occafion of fending the admiral’s boat 
afhore, as well for water as for other necelTary afl'airs, that by the lofs of iliefe both 
thofe afhore, and thofe in the (hips might he faved, which happened thus. When 
Quibio and the Indians faw that the fltips were without, and could not relieve them 
that were left behind, they affaulted the Chriftian colony afthe fame time that the boat 
came to the fhore. They having not been difeovered by reafon of the thicknefs of the 
wood, when they came within ten paces of our men’s houfes, fell on with great fhouts, 
cafting javelins at thofe they fpied, and at the very houfes, which being covered with 
palm-tree leaves, were eafily ftruck through and through, and fo fometimes .they 
wounded thofe within. Having thus furprized our men, thinking of no fuch thing, 
they wounded four or five before they could put themfelves into a pofture of defence. 
But the lieutenant being a man of great refolution, he went out againft the enemy with 
a fpear, encouraging his men, and falling furioufly on the Indians with feven or eight 
that followed him, fo that he made them retire to the w^ood, which (as ^e faid) was 
clofe to the ho'ufes. Thence they returned and Ikirmiflied, cafting their javelins and 
then retiring, as the Spaniards ufe to do in the fport lltey call Jaego de Canas, many of 
them ^ihg from the Chriftians after they had felt the edge of their fwords, and the 
tMth of a dog, who furioufly fell in among them ; fo that at length they fled, having 
killed one Chriftian and wounded feven, one of which was the lieutenant, who was hurt 
with a, javelin in the bread; J^rom which danger two- Chriftians took care to prefer ve 
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tfiemfelves ; which ftory I will relate to Ihew the cotnicalnefs of the one, who was an 
Italian of Lombardy, and the pavity of the other who was a Spaniard. The Lombard 
‘running haftily to hide himfelf in a houfe, James Mendez, qf whom mention will be 
made hereafter, faid to him, turn, turn back Scbaftian, whidier are you going ? He 
anfwered, let me go you devil, for I am going to fecure my perfon. The Spaniard 
was captain James Triuan, whom the admiral fent alhore in thd boat, who never went 
out of it with his men, though the fray was juft by the river ; and being blamed by 
fome for not affifting the Chriftians, he anfwered, he faid he did it that thofe afliore 
might not run to the boat and fo all perifti, becaufe if the boat were loft, the admiral 
would be in danger at fea, and therefore he would do no more than he had been 
commanded, which was to take in water, and to fee whether there was any need of his 
afTiftance. Refolving therefore to take in the water immediately, that he might carry 
the admiral an account of what had happened, he went up the river for it, where the 
fweet did not mix with tjie lalt, though fome advifed him not to go, for the danger 
there was of the Indians and their canoes ; to w'hich he anfwered, he did not fear that 
danger, fince he was fent for that purpofe by the admiral. Accordingly he went up 
the river, which is very deep w’ithin, and Iheltered on both fidcs with abundance of 
trees, which come to the edge of the water and fo thick that there is fcarce any going 
alhore, except in fome places which are the filhermen’s paths, and where they hide 
their canoes. As foon as the Indians perceived he was got about a league from the 
. colony uj> the river, they rulhed out from the thickeft on both fides the river in their 
canoes, and making a hideous noife, blowing their horns, afl’aulted him boldly on all 
fides with great otlds on their fide, becaufe their canoes being fwift, and one man 
being enough t<i command and turn them which way they pleafe, efpecially thofe that 
are little and belong to the filhcrmen, three or four men came in each of them, one of 
whom rowed, and the reft call their javelins at thofe in the boat ; I call them jave- 
lins becaufe of their bignefs, though they have no iron heads, but only points of fifh 
bones, d'here being but fe\en or eight men in our boat who rowed, and the captain 
with three or four men for fight, they could not cover themfelves againft the many 
javelins they threw at them, and therefore they w'ere forced to quit their oars to take 
up their targets. But there was fuch a multitude of Indians, who poured in on all 
hdes, coming up and retiring in good order, as they thought fit, that they wounded 
moll of the Chriftians, efpecially the captain, who was hurt in many places ; and 
though he Hood unmoved* encouraging his men, it availed him nothing; for he was 
liefot on all fides, and could not Itir, nor make ufe of his mufquets, till at laft they 
(truck a javelin into his eye, and he fell down dead ; and all the reft came to the 
like fate, except one John de Noia of Sevillej who by good luck in the height of the 
fray fell into the water, and diving got to the Ihore, and made his way through the 
thickeft of the wood to the colony, to carry the news of what had happened. This 
fer terrified our men, that feeing they were but a few, fome of their companions being 
killed and others wounded, and that the admiral was at fea without a boat, and in 
danger not to return to a place whence he might fend them relief, they refolved not 
to Itay there ; and accordingly would have gone away immediately vpthout any or- 
der.s, had not tRe^mouth of the river hindered, the bad weather having Ihut it up 
again ; for neither could the ftiip they had left them get out, nor durft any boat at- 
tempt it, becaufe the fea beat fo violently, fo that there was no fending the admiral 
advice of what had happened. He was in no lefs danger himfelf, ridipg in an open 
road, haying no boat and but few men, fo many havpg been killed : fo that we 
were all in the fame trouble and confulion, as they w^e within, who confidering what 
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had happened an4 feeing thofe that had been killed in the boat drive down the river 
covered with wounds, and followed by the country crows, looked upon thefe things 
as ill omens, and dreaded coming to the fame end ; ai^d the more becaufe they 
perceived the Indians were puffed up with their fuccefs, infomuch that they gave them 
not a minute’s refpite Iw reafon of 'the ill fituation of the colony ; and there is no 
doubt but that they muft have all fuffered, had they not advifed to remove tb an open 
ftrand eaftward, where they made a work round them with the cafks and other things, 
and planting the cannon in convenient places defending themfelves, the Indians not 
daring to come out of the wood, becaufe of the mifehief the bullets did among 
them. 

CHAP. XCIX. — How the Indians that were kept Frijoners aboard made their Efcape^ 
and the Admiral was informed of the ill Suecefs of his Men. 

WHILST thefe things happened, the admiral waited ten days with much trouble, 
and fufpefting what might fall out, till the fea would fettle, that he might fend another 
boat to know what it was that detained the firft ; but fortune thwarting him in all 
things, would not allow us to hear of one another ; and to add to our afflidion, it 
happened that the fons and kindred of Quibio, whom we kept prifoners aboard the 
Ihip Bermuda, to carry them to Spain, found means to efcape thus. At night they 
were kept under hatches, and the fcuttle being fo high that they could not reach it, 
the watch forgot to faften it with a chain as they ufed to do, efpecially becaufe fome 
feamen lay upon it. The prifoners, therefore, one night gathering the ftones that 
were in the hold under the fcuttle, and raifing themfelves on them, l‘e,t their fhoulders 
againft it, and forced it open, tumbling thofe that lay on it over and over ; and fome 
of the principal men leaping out, call themfelves into the fea. 'ITie feamen taking the 
alarm, many of them could not get out ; and the fcuttle I)eing fallened with the 
chain, better care was taken ; but thofe that remained in defpair, becaufe they could 
not get off with their companions, hanged themfelves with the ropes they could come 
at, and fo were found the next morning, their feet and knees dragging upon the 
bottom of the hold, the place not being high enough for them to hang without 
touching, fo that all the prifoners aboard that Ihip efcaped or died. Though this 
lofs was not material to the fhips, yet befides that it increafed the number of mif- 
fortunes, it was feared it might be hurtful to thofe aflioi'e ; becaufe Quibio would 
willingly have made peace with them to get his children, and now there being no 
hoftage left, there was caufc to fiifpecl he would make war with the greater fury. 
Being thus afflifted amidft fo many troubles and difafters, having nothing to truft to 
but our anchors and cables, without knowing any thing from fhore, there wanted 
not thofe, who faid, that fmee thofe Indians only to obtain their liberty, had ven- 
tured to leap into the fea above a league from Ihore, they to fave themfelves, and 
fo many more, would be content to fwim afliore, provided tliat boat which remained 
would carry them as far as where the waves did not break. I fay one boat re- 
mained, which, was that of the Ihip Bennuda, for that of the Bifcaina rwe faid be- 
fore was loft in the fray, fo that they had only that one boat at prefent among the 
three lhip»: The admiral hearing thefe feamen’s honeft propolkl, allowed of it, anti 
lb the boat carried them within a mufquet ftiot of land, not being able to go nearer 
wid|OUt great danger becaufe of the great waves that broke on it. There one Peter 
de Ledefina, a pilot of Sevillf, threw himfelf into the water, and with a good heart 
got alhore, where he learnt the condition our men were in, and how they all unani- 
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mbully faid, they would not upon any account remmn therein that forlorn condition,, and 
therefore defired the admiral not to fail till he had taken them off, for to leave them 
there Vas facrificing of them, and the more becaufe there were already divifions among 
them, and they obeyed neither the admiral’.® brother nor the captains, and all their 
care was upon the firft fair weather, to fecufe a canoe and go aboard, becaufe 
this could* not be conveniently done with only one boat that was left them ; and 
if the admiral would not receive them, they would endeavour to fave their lives aboard 
that fhip which was left them, and rather truft fortune than be at the mercy of 
the Indians, who would inhumanly butcher them. With this anfwer Peter de Ledefina 
returned to the boat which waited for him, and thence to the fliips, where he gave the 
admiral an account how matters Hood. 

CHAP. C. — How the Admiral brought off the Men he had left at Belem, and Jlruck 

• over to Jamaica, 

'I'HE admiral underfhuKling the rout, the confufion and defpair thofe afhore were 
in, lie refolved to ftay and bring them off, though not without great danger, becaufe 
his Ihips lay in an open road, out of all Ihelter, and without hopes of efcaping, had 
the weather grown more boifterous. But it pleafed God in eight days he continued 
there, the weather mended fo much, that thofe alhore with their boat and large 
^ canoes faff bound together, that they might not overfet, began to gather their goods, 
and every one ilriving to be none of the laft, they ufed fuch diligence, that fn two 
days nothing was left afhore but the hulk of the fhip, which by reafon of the worms 
was unfit for feryice. I'hus rejoicing we were all together again, we failed up that 
coafl eaftward ; for though all the pilots were of opinion that we might return to St. 
Domingo flanding away to the north, yet only tlie admiral and his brother knew 
it was requifite to run a confuicrable way up that coafl, before they ftruck acrofs that 
guiph that is between the continent and Hifpaniola, which our men were much dif- 
pleafed ;u, thinking tlic admiral defigned diredlly for Spain, whereas he neither had 
provifions, nor were his fhips tit for that voyage. But he knowing beft what was 
fit to be done, we held on our courfe till we came to Porto Bello, where we were forced 
to leave the fhrp Bifcaina, it was fo leaky, being all worm-eaten through and through. 
And holding along up the coafl, we pafled by the port we called Rctrete, and a country 
near which there were abuTidance of fmall ifland.s, which the admiral called Las Barbas, 
but the Indians and pilots call that the territory of the cacique Pocorofa : hence we 
held on ten leagues to the laft land we faw of the continent, called Marmora, and on 
Monday the ift of May 1503, we flood to the northward, the wind and currents eaft, 
which made us lie as near the wind as we could. And though all the pilots faid, 
we flrould be eafl of the Caribbec iflands, yet the admiral feared he fhould not make 
Hifpaniola, which proved fo ; for upon Wednefday the i oth of the fame month of 
May, we were in fight of two very fmall and low illands, full of tortoifes, as was all 
the fea about, infomuch that tliey looked like little roefe, for which reafon thole 
iflands were palled Tortugas or Tortoifes. Sailing on northwards, on Friday follovdng 
about evening, thirjiy leagues from thofe iflands, we came to thofe called Jardin de la 
Reina, or The Queen’s Garden, which is a great number of iflands on the fqpth fide of 
Cuba. Being here at an anchor, ten leagues from Cuba, with men and trouble 
enough, becadfe they had nothing to eat but bifeuit, with forae little oil and vinegar, 
labouring day and night at the pump, becaufe the fhips were fo worm-eaten tney 
were ready to fink, a great ftorm arofe in the night, and the fhip Bermuda not 

being 
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being able to ride it out, ran foul of us, and broke our ftem and its own ftem, and 
though with much difficulty, becaufe of the roughnefs of the fea and high wind, 
it pleafed God they got loofe from one another ; and though we cafl all our. an- 
chors, none would hold but the Iheet-anchor, whofe catle, when day appeared, we 
found held but by a thread, which *if the night had lafted an hour longer, muft haw 
given way, and all that place being full of rocks, we could not mifs fplitting upon 
forne of thofe that were aftern us. But it pleafed God to deliver us here, as he had 
done from many other dangers. And fo failing hence with much toil, we came to an 
Indian town on the coaft of Cuba, called Mataia, where having got fome reffefhment, 
we' failed for Jamaica; for the raft winds and great currents fetting weftward, would 
not permit us to Hand for Hifpaniola, clpecially the lliips being lb worm-eaten, that as 
'has been faid, we never ceafed ilay and night working at three pumps in each of 
them, and if any one broke, whilfl it was mending, we were forced to fupply the 
want of it with kettles. For all this, the night before Midl'pmmcr-eve the water was 
fo high in our fliip, that there was no draining of it, for it came almofl up to the 
deck ; and with much labour we held out in that manner ‘till day appearing, we put 
into a harbour in Jamaica called I’uerto Bueno, or Good Harbour, which, though 
good to take fhelter againfl a ftorm, had no frefh water, nor any town near it. 
Having made the belt lliift we could, on the day after the fealt of St. John, we 
fet out for another harbour cafhvard, called Santa Gloria, or Holy Glory, which 
is inclofed with rocks. Being got in, and no longer able to keep the Ihips above . 
water, we run them afhore as far in as w'c could, llranding them clofe together 
board and board, and ihoring them up on both fides, fixed them fo that they could 
not budge ; and in this pofture the w'atcr came up almoll to the deck, upon which, 
and the poop and fore-caftle, were fheds made for the men to lie in, to fecure 
ourfelves, that the Indians might not hurt us, becaufc the illand was not then in- 
habited or fubdued by Chriftians. 


CHAP. Cl. — How the Admiral fent Canoes frotn Jamaica to Hifpaniola^ to give Advice 
that he was caji ajlsorc there with his Men. 

BEING <^hus fortified in our fhips about a bow fhot from land, the Indians who, 
were a peaceable good natured people, came in their canoes to fell provifions, and fuch 
things as they had, for oui commodities. I’hercfore, that’there might not be fome 
diforder committed among the Chriftians, and that they might not take more in ex- 
change than was fitting, and the others might have their due, the admiral appointed 
two perfons to overfee the buying .of fuch things as (hey brought, and to divide daily 
among the men what was exchanged, becaufe there was nothing left aboard to fuhfift 
on, as well becaufe mofl of the provifions w'crc fpent, as for that the reft were fpoiled, 
and fome loft when the men came aw'ay from Jielem, w'here the hafte and confufion 
hindered things being brought off as they fliould. That we might be fupplied with 
fuftenance, it pleafed God to direct us to that ifland, which abounds in provifions, 
and is inhabited by Indians, who are willing enough to trade, and therefore they 
reforted from all parts to barter fuch commodities as they had. Fof this reafon, and 
that the Chriftians might not difperfe about the illand, die admiral chofe to fortify him- 
felf upon tne fea, and not fettle a dwelling afhore ; becaufe we being naturally difo- 
bedient, no comniand or punifhment would have kept the men from ru nnin g about 
the country, and into the houfes of the Indians, to take from them what they found, 
and th»s they would have angered their wives and children, which would have caufed 

quarrels 
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quarrels and made them our enemies, and the taking their provifions by force would 
have ^educed us to great want and diftrefs. ITiis could not happai now, becaufe 
the men were aboard, and tbere was no going afliore without leave, which pleafed the 
Indians, who fold two hutties, which are little ^reatures like rabbits, for a bit of 
tin, and cakes of bread they call Zabi, for two or throe red or yellow glal's beads ; 
and. when ’they brought a quantity ol any thing, they had a hawk’s-bcll, and fomc- 
times we gave a cacique or great man a little looking glafs or red cap, or a pair of 
feiflars to pleafe them. Ihis goot! order kepi thc' im ti plentifully fupplied with pro- 
vifions, and the Indians w'ere well plealc-d wit’ ur company. But it being requilitc 
to find fome means to return to Spun liu- adimral foinetinjes confulted with the cap- 
tains and principal men aboat tl’e getiing out of that confinement, and 

at leaft returning to Ilifp ini la ; .or to Ifay there in hopes fome fhips might arrive was 
a mere folly, and to think to build a. velfcl was impolliblc, having neither tools nor 
workmen fit to do any thing to the purpofe, but whai would take up a long time, and 
not produce fuch a veflel as was fit to fail againlt the winils and currents that prevail 
among thofe iflands; and ’therefore it had been only time ioll. ;md would rather have 
proved our ruin than relief. Therefore after r my t('i ullauojis, tie: .I'^miral refolved 
to fend to Hifpaniola to give an account that he was .aft afhorc on that illand, and de- 
fired a»fhip might be fent him with provifions atio ammunition. IV. this purpofe he 
made choice of two perfons that might perform it faitlnully and courageoully, I fay 
• courageoufly, becaufe it feemed iinpolTibk* to go v. /er .'Vom oik Ifland to the other 
in canoes, and there was no other way for it : thele being bo, its, as has been faid 
above made of one fingle tree hollowed, and fo contrived, that when they are loaded, 
they are not a /pan above water. Befides, they mufi be iudilFerently large for 
that palfage, becaufe little ones would be more d ■ 'gerous, and the biggefl by rea- 
fon of their own weight were not fit for a long voya!;e, or to perform what was 
defigned. I’wo canoes fit for the purpofe In hig eh^d^., thc admiral in July 1503, 
ordei'ed ' tmes Mentlex de Segura, his chief fecretary, to go in one of them with fix 
Chriltians and ten Indians to row, and in the othei he fent Bartholomew Fiefco, a 
Genoefe gentleman, witl! a like number of men; that as foon as James Mendez got 
over to Hifpaniola, he inigtit mtim._ ids journey to St. Domingo which was two 
hundred and fifty league,', from the ac here we were, and Fiefco might return to 
bring the news thai the other wa' laie iriive i, nid we might not be left in fear 
left fome difaftcr had bcTallti’ 1, \ 'nch ther- w.'s uiuch c.aife to fear; confi- 
dering, as has been l.iid, hon ur!'. 1 < noe i to )’ upon a rough efpecially 

when there V Ghiiftrui.i ‘ • ‘ it '-.CiV lU’. but Indmas Jr danger had 

not been lb great, becaule mev a. '• .•uxtro,.,., that i;.Ou.gh a oe overfets, when 

theyl arc half way over, they i. r ii p .ig.nn uii.ig, and gei into it. But 
honour and neceflify putting men upon binder aftenipt.s than thi.., the perfons above- 
mentioned took their way along the coaft of Jamaica to the eaftermoft point of it, 
which the Indians call Aoamaquiqiie, from a ctu ’que of that province fo called, 
thirty three leagues from Maima, w'here we were, 'fhere being thirty leagues dif- 
tance between the two iflands, and nothing in the way but one little iflan^or rock eight 
leagues from Hifpaniola, it was requifite fo expeft a calm, in order to crofsover fo great 
a fea in fuch poor velTels, w'hich it pleafed God they foon had. Every Indian having 
put aboard his calabafli of water and carrabi, or fuch provifions as they ufe, and the 
Chriftians with’ fwords and targets, and the necelTary fuftenance, they put out to fea ; 
and the admiral’s brother, who went to that point of Jamaica to fee that the Indians of 
fhe ifland ftiould no way hinddf them, llaid there, till night coming on, he loft fight 
imi-. XII. ■ i; of 
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of them, and then returned eafily towards the (hips, in his way perceiving the pk>- 
ple of Ae country to converfe and be friendly with us. 

t 

% t 

CHAP. CII. -—How the Brothert: cAlled Porras^ with many of the Men, mutinied againft 
the Admiral, faying they would go to Spain. 

WHEN the canoes were gone for Hifpaniola, the men left aboard the (hips began to 
fell (ick, as well by reafon of the hardfliips endured during the vopge, as the change 
of diet ; for at prefent they had no Spanilh provifions, nor wine, nor fle(h, except feme 
ofthofe hutties we have fpoke of, they happened to get in exchange. So that thofe who 
were found, thinking it very hard to be fo long confined, did not forbear to mutter 
among themfelves in private ; faying, the admiral would return into Spain no more, 
becaufe Their Catholic Majefties had turned him olF, nor much lefs into Hifpaniola, where 
he had been refufed admittance at his coming from Spain, and that he had font thofe 
in the canoes into Spain to folicit his own aifeirs, and not to bring (hips or other fuc- 
cours, and that he defigned whilft they were foliciting Their Catholic Majefties, to ftay 
there to fulfil his banilhment ; for otherwife Bartholomew Fiefco had been come back 
by this time, as was given out he was to do. Befides they knew not, whether 
he and James Mendez were drowned by the way ; which, if it had happehed, they 
(hould never be relieved, if they did not take care for it themfelves, fince the 
admiral did not feem to look to it for the reafon aforefaid, and becaufe of the 
gout, which had fo feized all his limbs, that he could fcarce ftir in his bed, much 
lefs undergo the fatigue and danger of going over to Hifpaniola in canoes. For which 
reafons, they ought with a good heart to fix their refolution, fince- they were well, 
before they fell fick with the reft ; that it would not be in the admiral’s power 
to hinder them ; and being once in Hifpaniola, they would be fo much the better 
received by how much the danger they left him in was greater, becaufe of the 
hatred and enmity borne him by the commendary Lares, then governor of that 
iiland ; and that when they went into Spain they might go to the bifliop D. John 
de Fonfeca, who would favour them, as would the treafurer Morales, who kept 
for his raiftrefs the fifter of thofe Porrafes, the ring-leaders of the mutineers, and 
chief fomenters of the fedition, who did not doubt but they (hould be well 
received by Their Catholic Majefties, before whom all the fault would be laid upon 
the admiral, as had been in the affairs of Hifpaniola with Roldan ; and Their Majefties 
would rather feize him and take all he had, than be obliged to perform all that was 
agreed upon between them and him. 1’hefe and the like arguments they ufed among 
themfelves, and the perfuafions a;id fuggeftions of the aforefaid brothers, one of whom 
was captain of the (hip Bermuda, and the other comptroller to the fquadron, prevailed 
with forty eight men to join in this confpiracy, taking Porras for their captain ; and 
every one provided what he could againft the day and hour appointed ; and bdng 
all ready with their arms, on the 2 d of January in the morning, the aforefaid 
captain Francis de Porras came upon the quarter-deck of the admiral’s (hip, and faid 
to him. My lord what is the meaning, that you will not go into Spain, and will 
keep us aft here perilhing ? The admiral hearing thefe unufual infolent words, and 
fufpeftin^'what the matter might be, very calmly anfwered, he did not fee which vitay 
they could go, till thofe that were gone in the canoes fent a (hip. ITiat no man 
was more defirous to be gone than he, as well for his own private intereft, as for 
Ithe good 6f them all, for. whom he was accountable ; but that if he had any thing 
«lfe to propofe, he would again call together the captains and principal men to confult, 
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as had been done feveral times before. Porras replied it was no time to talk, but that 
he foould embark quickly or ftay there by himfelf ; and fo tummg his back, added in 
a loud’voice, I am going to ^pain with thofe that will follow me; at which time all his 
followers, who were prefent began to cry out, We will go with you, we will go with 
you, and running about, poffefled themfelves of the forecaftle, poop, and round-tops, 
all in confufion ; and crying. Let them die ; others, for Spain, for Spain ; and others 
What lhall we do, captain ? Though the admiral was then in bed fo lame of the gout 
that he could not ftand ; yet he could not forbear rifmg and Humbling out at this noife. 
But two or three worthy perfons, his fervants, laid hold of, and with labour laid him in 
his bed, that the mutineers might not murder him. Then they ran to his brother, 
who was courageoufly come out with a half pike in his hand ; and wrefting it out of 
his hands, put him in to his brother, defiring captain Porras to go about his bu- 
finefs, and not do fome mifchief they might all fuffer for ; that he might be fatisfied 
they did not oppofe his going ; but if he Ihould kill the admiral, he could not exped 
but to be feverely punifhed, without hopes of any benefit. The tumult bdng fome- 
what appeafed, the confpii'ators took ten canoes, that were by the (hip’s fide, and 
which the admiral had bought all about the ifland, and went aboard them as joyfully 
as if they had been in fome port of Spain ; upon this many more, who had no 
hand in the plot, in defpair to fee themfelves as they thought forfaken, taking what 
they could along with them, went aboard the canoes with them, to the great forrow 
^nd affliftion of thofe few faithful fervants, who remained with the admiral, and of all 
the fick, who thought themfelves loft for ever, and without hopes of ever getting off. 
And it is certain, that had the people been well, not twenty men had remained with 
the admiral, who, went out to comfort his men with the beft words the pofture of his 
affairs would fuggeft ; and the mutineers, tvith their captain Francis de Porras, in their 
canoes, went away for the eaft point of the ifland, whence James 'Mendez and Fiefco 
went over for Hifpaniola ; and wherefoever they came, they infulted the Indians, taking 
away their provifions and what elfe they pleafed by force ; and telling them, they 
might go to the admiral and he would pay them, but in cafe he did not, they might 
kill him, which was the beft thing they could do ; becaufe he was not only hated by the 
Chriftians,butl\ad been die caufe of all the mifchief had befallen the Indians of the other 
ifland, and would do the fame by them, if they did not prevent it by his death, for that 
was his defign in (laying there. Thus travelling to the eaftermoft point of Jamaica, the 
firft calm they fet out for Hifpaniola, carrying fome Indians in every canoe to row. 
But the w^eather not being well fettled, and their canoes overloaded, they refolved to 
return to Jamaica before they were four leagues at fea, the wind turning againft them, 
and they jbeing able to make but little way. * '«Befides, they not being fldlful at ma- 
naging the canoes, it happened a little w^ater flalhed in over the fides ; to remedy 
which, they lightened, throwing all they carried over-board ; fo that nothing remained 
but their arras, and as much provifion as would ferve them back. The wind ftill 
frefhing, and they thinking themfelves in fome danger, it was refolved to murder the 
Indians, and throw them into the fea ; this they accordingly executed upon fome of 
thenl^; and others, who for fear of death, trufting in their (kill in fwiiyming, leaped 
over into the water ,,and being very weary would hang by the canoes to breathe a little, 
had their hands cut off', and were wounded in other parts ; (b that theyS»utchered 
eighteen, leaving only a few alive to (leer the canoes, becaufe they knew not how to do 
it. And had not the need they had of them prevented it, they had completed the 
greateft aft of cruelty imaginable, leaving not one of then\alive, after they had by in* 
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treaties and deceitfully, drawn them to their affiftance in that dangerous voyage. Being 
come to Ihore, they differed in opinions ; for fome faid it was better to go to Cuba, and 
that from that place where they were, they might take, the eall winds and currents 
upon thdr quarter, and fo run over without any trouble in a Ihort time, and fo crofs 
over from thence, to Hifpaniola,"hot knowing they were feyenteen leagues afunder : 
others faid it was better to return to the (hips, and make their peace with the admiral, 
or take from him by force what commodities and arms he had left ; others were for 
flaying till another calm, to attempt the fame paffage again. This being thought the 
belt advice, they ftaid in that town of Aoamaquique above a month, waiting for fair 
weather, and deftroying the country. When the fair weather came, they embarked 
again twice, but matle nothing of it, the wind being contrary. Being thus difappoinied 
of that paffage, they fet out towards the wefl from one town to another, with an ill-will, 
without canoes or any comfort, fometimes eating what they found, and taking it 
where .they could by force, according to their ilrength, and that of the caciques, 
through whofe territories they paffed. 

CHAP. cm. — What the Admiral did after the Mutineers ivcre gone from him^ and 

the Advantage he made of an EcHpfe. 

TO return to what the admiral did ; after the rebels were gone he took grbat care 
that the fick ihould be furnilhed with fuch things as were proper for their recovery, and 
that the Indians Ihould be fo civilly treated that they might not I'orbear bringing pro- 
vifions to exchange for our commodities ; which things w'cre fo well managed, and 
with fuch application by him, that the Chriflians foon recovered, and the Indians 
continued fome days providing all things plentifully. But they being a people that 
take little pains in fowing, and wc eating more in one day than they did in twenty, 
befides having no longer any inclination to our commodities, and making little account 
of them, they began in fome meafure to take the advice of the mutineers, fince they 
faw fo great a part of our men againft us, and therefore brought Jiot Inch plenty of 
provifions as we flood in need of. This brought us to great diftrefs ; for if we 
would have taken it by force, the greateft part of us muft have gone afliorc in 
warlike manner, and have left the admiral aboard in great danger, he behig very ill 
of the gout •, and if we expefted they fhould bring it of their own accord, W'e muft 
live in mifery, and give ten times as much for it as we did at firft, they knowing 
how to make their bargains, as being feqfible of the advantage they had over us. 
But God, who never forfakes thofe that have recourfc to him, as the admiral had, 
put him in the way how he Ihould ,he furnifhed with all he wanted, wliicji was 
thus. He bethought himfelf that within three days there would be an eclipfe 
of the moon in the firft part of the night ; and then fends an Indian of Hifpahiola 
who was with us, to call the principal Indians of that province, faying he would 
talk with them about a matter of concern. Being come that day before the eclipfe 
was, he ordered the interpreter to tell them, that we were Chriflians and believed 
in God, who dwelt in heaven and took care of the good and punilhed the wiqkedc 
that he feeing the rebellion of the Spaniards, had not permitted thenf to go over 
to Hifpaniola as James Mendek and Piefco had done, but had made them run 
through all thofe fufferings and dangers all the iflanti had heard of : that as for the 
Indians, feeing how negligent they were in bringing provifions for our commodities, 
he was angry with them, and had decreed to punifh them with plague anfl-ffamine ; 
which becaufe perhaps they would not believe, G04 had appointed to give them a 
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manifeft token of it in the heaven, that they might plainly know the punifliment 
was tp come from him. Therefore, he bid them that night obferve when the moon 
appeared, and they flionld.fee her rife angry and of a bloody hue, to denote the 
mifchief God intended ihould fall on them. Ifaving faid this to them,‘the Indians 
went away, fome afraid and others looking upon it as an idle ftory ; "but the eclipfe 
beginning ’as the moon was rifing, and increafin^ the higher Ihe was, the Indians 
took notice of it, and were fo frighted that they "tame running from all parts loaded 
with provifions, crying and lamenting, and prayed the admiral by all means to inter- 
cede with God for them, that he might not make them feel the efiFefts of his wrath, 
and promifmg for the future carefully to bring him all he wanted. The admiral faid 
he would fpeak with God, and Unit himfclf.up whilft the eclipfe lafted, they ftill cry- 
ing out to him to affift them ; and when the admiral faw the eclipfe began to go off, 
and the moon would foon foine, he came out of his cabin, faying- he had prayed to his 
God for them, and prorail'ed him in their names they would be good for the future, 
anil life the ("hrihians well, bringing them provifions and other neceffaries ; and that 
therefore’ God forgave them, and as a token of it they Ihould fee the angrinefs and 
bk^ody colour of the moon would go ofl'. This proving fo, juft as he fpoke it, they 
gave the admiral many thanks, and praifed God, continuing fo till the eclipfe was quite 
pafted.* I'Vom that time forwards they always took care to provide all that was neceffary, 
ever praifing the Cfod of the Chriftians ; for they believed the cclipfes they had feen at 
* other times, had denoted mifchicfs to befal them ; and being ignorant of the caufe of 
them, and that they happened at certain times, not believing it poffible to know on 
earth, what was to happen in the heavens, they certainly concluded the God of the 
Chriftians had revealed it to the admiral. 

CHAP. CIV, — Of another Mutiny among thofe that remained with the Admiral, 
which was fuelled by the coming of a Veffcl from Hifpatiiolu. 

TIGHT months begig paffed after James Mendez and Bartholomew Fiefco went 
away, and there being no news of them, the admiral’s men were very much caft 
down, fu^ediijg the wbrft ; fome faying they were loft at fea ; others that they were 
killed by the Indians in Hifpaniola ; and others, that they had died with ficknefs and 
hardfhips ; for from the point of that ifland, which lay next Jamaica, there was above 
one hundred leagues to St. Domingo whither they were to go for relief, the way by 
land being over uncouth mountains, and by feaagainft theprevailing winds and currents. 
To confirm their fufpiaion, fome Indians affured them they had feen a canoe overfet and 
carried oft the coaft of Jamaica by the current, which it is likely had been fpread 
abroad by the mutineers to make thofe that were with the admiral defpair of get- 
ting off. They therefore concluding for certain that no relief would come to them, 
one Bernard, an apothecary of Valencia, with two companions, whofe names were 
Zamora and Villatoro, and moft of thofe that had remained fick, fecretly confpired 
together to do the fame the others had done before. But almighty God, who knew 
how dangerous this fecond fedition muft be to the admiral, was pleafei^to put a Hop 
to it by the com’ing of a veffel fent by the governor of Hifpaniola. It came to an 
anchor one evening near the fhips that were a-ground ; and the captain di^it, whofe 
name'was James de Efcobar, came in his boat to vifit the admiral, faying, the com- 
mendary .and governor of Hifpaniola fent him his commendations ; and nof being 
able fo foon to fend a Ihip fit to carry off all thofe rneq, had fent him in his name 
to vifit him, and prefenting him a calk of wine, and two flitches of bacon, 

returned 
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Tetiumed to his caraval, and without taking any letter, failed away that very evening. 
The men, fomewhat comforted with his coming, took no notice of what they had 
confpired to do ; though at the fame time they much wondered that the caraval had 
ftole away fo privately, and in f^cb Hade ; and they fufpef^ed, that perhaps the go- 
vernor of Hifpaniola would not have the admiral go thither. He being aware of it, told 
th em he had fo ordered it, becaufe he would not go away without carrying them all 
off, which that caraval was not big Enough to perform ; he being willing to prevent any 
diforders his ftay might occafion, from the mutineers. But the governor ,of Hifpaniola 
was afraid that if the admiral returned to Spain, Their Catholic Majefties would reftore 
him to his government, and fo he fhould be forced to quit it ; for Which reafon he 
would not provide, as he might have done, for the admiral’s voyage to Hifpaniola ; 
and therefore had fent that little caraval to fpy and obferve the condition the ad- 
miral was in, and to know whether he could contrive with fafety to have him de- 
ftroyed, which he knew by what had happened to James Mendez, who fent an account 
of his voyage in writing, by the caraval, which was as follows. 


CHAP. CV. — Account of what happened to James Mendez and Fiefcoy in their 

Voyage. 

JAMES MENDEZ and Fiefco, fetting out from Jamaica, that day they found the 
weather fettled calm, and fo held on till night, encouraging and perfuading the Indians 
to row with thofe paddles they ufe inftead of oars ; and the weather being violently 
hot, they would fometimes leap into the water and fwim, and then come frefli agjun 
to row. Thus holding on their way, at funfet they loft fight of lasid, and half the 
Chriftians and Indians taking their watch together at night to row, and take care the 
Indians ihould not prove treacherous, they advanced all that night without ftaying, 
fo that when day appeared they were all weary enough. But the commanders en- 
couraging their men, and fometimes rowing to give a good example ; after eating 
to recover their ftrength, and the fatigue of the night, they fell to their labour again, 
feeing nothing but iky and water, ^d though this was enough to alllidl them fuffi- 
ciently, yet we may fay of them that they were in Tantalus his condition, wdio having 
water within a fpan of his mouth, could not quench his thirft ; fo they were in 
diftrefs ; for through the ill-management of the Indians, and the great heat of the 
foregoing day and night, all the water was drank up without any regard to the 
future : and all heat and labour being intolerable without drink, the higher the fun 
afeended the fecond day after they fet p’'t, the more the heat and thirft increafed, fo 
that by noon they had no ftrengta left. And, as upon fuch occafions, the head is 
bound to fupply the defe£l of the hands and feet ; fo by good fortune, the caplains 
found two caiks of water, wherewith now and then relieving the Indians, they kept 
them up till the cool of the evening, encouraging them, and affirming they fhould 
be foon near a fmall ifland called Nabazza, which lay in their way eight leagues diftant 
from Hifpamola. This with thdr extraordinary thirft, and the labour of rowing two 
days and a night quite caft them down, believing they had loft their jyay \ for accord- 
idg to thyir reckoning they had run twenty leagues, and ought now to be in fight 
of the ifland. But it was wearinefs that deceived them, as well becaufe a canoe mat 
rows vipil cannot in a day and night row above ten leagues, as by reafop the currents 
are pgainft them that go from Jamaica to Hifpaniola, which they alwrays ju(%e to be 
more tittt fuffer moft by m Night being come, having thrown one into the fea who 
died witn’ thirft, and others lying ftretched out on the Bottom of the canoe, they were fo 
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aflMaed in mind, and fo weak and fpent, that they hwdly made any way. Yet tak- 
ing fomedmes fea water to refrefh tndr mouths, which we may fay was the comfort 
given our Saviour when he fdd, I thirft } they gently held on their way till the fecond 
night came on without fight of land : but ihey being of thofe God intended 
to fave, it pleafed him, that in that time of need, when the moon b^an to rife, James 
Mendez perceived fhe got up over-land, for a little illand covered her in the nature of 
an eclipfe. Nor could they have feen it otherwife, becaufe it was fmlll, and at that time 
of night. Comforting them chearfully, and fhewing them the land, he fo encouraged 
them, fupplying them in their great thirll with a little water out of the barrels, 
that the next moming they found themfelves near the fmall ifland, we faid was eight 
leagues from Hifpaniola, and called Nabazza. They found it to be all round a hard 
rocK, and about half a league in circumference. Landing there the beft they could, 
they all gave God thanks for that mercy ; and there being no fpring nor tree, they 
went about taking up rain,water with their calabafhes, which lay in holes among the 
rocks ; which it pleafed God to give them fuch plenty of, that they filled their bellies 
and veflels ; and though the wifer fort advifed the others to ufe moderation in drinking, 
yet thirft made fome of the Indians exceed all meafure, whereof fome died there, and 
others got defperate diftempers. Having refted that day till evening, diverting them- 
felves, and eating fuch things as they found along the fhore ; for James Mendez had 
all utcnfils to ftrike fire, rejoicing to be in fight of Hifpaniola ; and fearing fome bad 
jveather might ftart up, they made ready to put an end to their voyage, and accordingly 
about fun-fetting, in the cool of the evening, they fet out towards Cape St. Michael, 
the neareft land of Hifpaniola, where they arrived the next morning, being the fourth 
day after they fet out. When they had refted here two days, Bartholomew Ficfco, 
who was a gentleman that flood upon his honour, would have returned as the admiral 
had commanded him ; but the men who were failors, and Indians, being fpent and in- 
difpofed with their paft labour, and drinking fea-water, and thought they had been 
delivered out of the whale’s belly, their three days and nights anfwcring to thofe Jonas 
lay there, he could not get a man to go with him. James Mendez, as being moft in 
hafte, was gone up the coaft of Hifpaniola in his canoe, not with (landing he fuffered 
under a quartaij ^gue, caufed by his great fuft'erings at fea and at land ; in that condi- 
tion, travelling over mountains and bad roads, he came to Xaragua, which is a province 
in the weft of Hifpaniola, where the governor then was, who feemed to rejoice at his 
coming, though afterwards* he was tedious in difpatching him, for the caufes above 
mentioned, till after much importunity, it was obtained of him, that he fhould give 
James Mendez leave to go to St. Domingo, there to buy and fit out a veffel with the 
admiral’s money ; which Ihip being by him got readys was fent to Jamaica at the latter 
end t)f May 1 504, and failed for Spain, according to the admiral’s direflion, to give 
Their Catholic Majefties an account of the fuccefs of his voyage. 


CHAP. CVI. — How the Mutineers fet themfelves again/i the Admiral^ and would 
• hear of no Agreement. 

Nuw to return .to the admiral, who with all his company had now recaved fome 
comfort and certain hopes of being delivered, by the account of James iJSendez his 
arrival, and the coming of the caraval ; he therefore thought fit to make it known to 
the mut^eers, ‘that thar jealoufy ceafmg, they might return to thfeir duty. He there- 
fore fent two men of note, who had friends among them, and knowing they would not 
believe, or at leaft not feem to believe the coming of the cmval, he lent them part of 
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the bacon, the captain of it had prefoated him. Thefe two being come where captain 
Porras was, with thofe he confided moft in, he came out to meet them, that they 
might not move or perfuade the men to repent them of the crime they had com- 
mitted, imagining, as the truth was, that the admiral fent them a general pardon. 
Yet it was not in the power of the* brothers fo to curb their men, but that they heard 
the news of the coniing of the caraval, the health of thofe that were with the admiral, 
and the offers he iliade them. After feveral confultations among themfelves, ,an*d the 
principal men, the refult was, that they would not truft to the pardon the admiral fent 
them, but would go peaceably away to Hifpaniola, if he would promife to give them a 
iHip to go in, provided two came ; and if there came but one, he ihould allign them 
half of it ; and in the mean while, becaufe they had loft their clothes and commodities 
they had to trade upon the fea, he ftiould'fliare what he had with them. To which the 
meffengers anfwering, that thofe were no reafonable propofals, they interrupted them, 
faying, that fince it was not granted them by fair means, they would have it by force. 
Thus they difmiffed the admiral’s meffengers, mifinterpreting his oft'ers, and telling 
their followers, that he was a cruel revengeful man ; and ‘though they feared nothing 
for themfelves, becaufe the admiral durft not prefume to wrong them, becaufe of the 
favour they had at court, yet they had reafon to fear he would be revenged on the reft, 
under colour of juft punifhment, and that for this reafon ; Roldan and his friends in 
Hifpaniola had not trufted him, nor his offers, and it fucceeded well with them, they 
. finding fo much favour, that they had him fent into Spain in irons. And that the 
coming of the caraval, with the news of James Mendez, might make no imprellion oii 
them, they intimated to them, that it was no true caraval, but a phantom made by art 
magic, the admiral being very ikilful in that art, alleging, it was not at all likely, that 
if it had really been a caraval, the men aboard it would not have' had fome further 
difcourfe with thofe about the admiral, but would have vanilhed fo foon. Nay, it was 
more probable, that had it been a caraval, the admiral himfelf would have gone aboard 
it, with his fon and brother. With thefe, and other words to this purpofe, they again 
confirmed them in their rebellion ; and then brought them to refolve to repair to the 
Ihips to take what they found by force, and fecure the admiral. 

V 

CHAP. evil. — Hew the Mutineers being come to the Ships, the Admiral's Brother 
went out to fight them, overcame thetn, and took Porras their Captain. 

THE mutineers continuing obftinate in their wicked refolution, came to a town of 
the Indians within a quarter of a league of the fhips, then called Maima, where after- 
wards the Chriftians built the town the/ called Seville} which the admiral under- 
ftanding, and being ihformed of their defign, he refolved to fend his brother againft 
them, to endeavour to reduce them by good words ; but fo attended, that if they 
offered him any wrong, he might be able to oppofe them. To this purpofe, the lieu- 
tenant drew out fifty men, well armed, and ready for any fervicc. Thefe being come 
to a fmall hill, a bow-fliot from the town where the rebels were, fent thofe two before, 
who had gone on the firft meffage, to require them to be peaceable, /and that th«r 
captain ihould come peaceably to a conference. But they being nothing inferior in 
ftrength/ir number, and almoft all feamen, perfuaded theml'erves, that thofe who 
came with the lieutenant were weak men, and would not fight them } therefore they 
would not permit the meffengers to talk to them, but with their naked fwjijrds, and 
the Ipears they had, all in a body, crying. Kill, kill, fell upon the lieutenai^’s party ; 
fix of the rebels, who were accounted the boldeft, having taken an oath not to part, 
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but go diredly againft the lieutenant, for if he were killed, they made no account of 
the reft ; wherein it pleafed God they were difappointed ; for they were fo well re- 
ceivedT that five or fix of .them dropped at the firft charge, moft of them being of 
thofe that aimed at the lieutenant, who fell upon his enemies in fuch manner, that in 
a very fhort time^ John Sanchez de Cadiz, from whom Quibio made his efcape, was 
kille,d, as tVas John Barba, the firft I faw draw his fword when they ran into rebellion ; 
and fdme others fell very much wounded, and Francis de Porras their captain was 
taken. Seeing themfelves fo roughly handled, like bafe rebellious people, they turned 
their backs and fled as faft as they could. The lieutenant would have purfued, bad 
not fome of the chief men about him been againft it, faying, it was good to punifli, 
but not fo feverely, left when he had killed jnany of them, the Indians fliould think fit 
to fall upon the viftors, fince he faw they were all in arms, waiting the event of the 
fray, without taking either fide. The lieutenant approving of the advice, returned to 
the Ihips, carrying along with him the captain of the rebels and fome other prifoners, 
where he was well received by the admiral, his brother, and thofe that had remained 
with him, all of them giving thanks to God for that viftory, which they attributed to 
him, and wherein the guilty had received their juft punilhment, and their pride been 
humbled, none being wounded on our fide but the lieutenant in his hand, and one of 
the admiral’s gentlemen of the chamber, who died of a fmall wound he received with 
a fpear in his hip. But to return to the rebels, Peter de Ledefma, that pilot we men- 
.tioned above, who went with Vincent Yanez to Honduras, and fwam alhore at Belem, 
fell down certain rocks, and lay hid that day and the next, till the evening, no body 
aflifting him, or knowing where he was, except the Indians, who with amazement, 
not knowing how our fwords would cut, with little fticks opened his wounds, one of 
which was in his head, and his brains were feen through it ; another on his Ihoulder, 
fo large that his arm hung, as it were, loofe ; and the calf of one leg almoft cut off, fo 
that it hung down to his ankle ; and one foot, as if it had a flipper on it, being diced 
from the heel to the toes. Notwithftanding all Avhich defperate hurts, when the In- 
dians difturbed him, he would fay. Let me alone, for if I get up, &c. j and they at 
thefe words would fly in a great confternation. This being known aboard the diips, 
he was carried jnto a thatched houfe hard by, where the dampnefs and gnats were 
enough to have killed him. Here inftead of turpentine, they dreffed his wounds with 
oil, and he had fo many, befides thofe already mentioned, that the furgeon who dreffed 
him fwore, that for the firff eight days he ftill found out new ones, and yet at laft he 
recovered, the gentleman of the chamber dying, in whom he apprehended no danger. 
The next day, being the 20th of May, all thofe that had efcaped fent a petition to the 
admidcil, humbly begging he would be mercifui to them j for they repented them of 
what was paft, and were ready to fubmit thenilelves to him. The admiral granted 
their requeft, and paffed a general pardon, upon condition the captain fhould continue 
a prifoner as he was, that he might not raife another mutiny. And becaufe they could 
not be fo eafy and conveniently aboard the fliips, and there might arife fome provoking 
words among the common fort, which would caufe difturbance, and rub up old fores, 
which might 4 )e the caufe of frefh tumults ; and becaufe it would be a hard matter to 
quarter and maintain fo many men conveniently, thofe few there were ly^ginning to 
fuffer want, he refolved to fend them a commander with commodities to exenange, that 
he might go with, them about the ifland, and contain them within the bounds of jufticc, 
till fuch.;^me as the flups came, which he daily expefted. 
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CHAP. CVtlI.~H(JW the Admiral went over to Hi/paniolay and thence into' Spaitty 
where at Valladolid it pleafed God to take him to himfelf. 

THE Chriftians being all again returned to their duty, and the Indians for thSt fame 
reafcm being more careful to fupply them for their commodities, fome days palTed 
which made up a year fmce we arrived at Jamaica, after which there arrive#*' fhip, 
which James Mendez had bought and fitted out at St. Domingo with the admiral's 
mpney, aboard which all the men, as well enemies as friends, were fhipped, and fetting 
fail on the 28th of June, we proceeded on our voyage with much difficulty, the winds 
and currents, as we have faid before, being very contrary to go from Jamaica to St. 
Domingo, where we arrived in great need of rell, on the 13th of Auguft 1504, and 
the governor made a great reception for the admiral, lodging him in his own houfe ; 
though this was a treacherous kindnefs ; for on the other fide, he fet Porras, who had 
headed the mutineers, at liberty, and attempted to punifh thofe w'ho had a hand in ap- 
prehending of him, and to try other caufes and offences that belonged only to Their 
Catholic Majefties, who had appointed the admiral captain-general of their fleet ; and 
yet he fawned upon the admiral, ufing all demonftralions of kindnefs in his prefence. 
This lafted till our fhip was refitted, and another hired, cm. which the admiral, his 
kindred and fervants embarked, moft of the reft remaining in Hifpaniola. We failed 
on the 2d of September, and being but mo leagues at fea, the maft of the fhip came 
by the board ; for which reafon the admiral caufed it to return into the harbour, and 
we in the other held on our courfe for Spain. Having run about the third part of the 
way, there arofe fuch a terrible ftorm, that the fhip was in great danger. The next 
day, which was the 19th of Oflrober, the weather being fair, and we very ftill, the 
maft flew into four pieces ; but the courage of the lieutenant, and the admiral’s in- 
genuity, though he could not rife out of his bed for the gout, found a remedy for this 
misfortune, making a jury-maft of a yard, and ftrengthening the middle of it with 
ropes, and fome planks they took from the poop and ftem. In another ftorm we fpent 
our foremaft, and yet it pleafed God we failed feven hundred leagues in that condition, 
and arrived at the port of St. Lucar de Barfemeda, and thence to Seville, where the 
admiral took fome reft after the fatigues he had gone through ; and in May 1505, fet 
out for The Catholic King’s court ; for the glorious Queen Ifabel had the year before 
exchanged this life for a better, which was no fmall trouble to the admiral, fhe having 
always favoured and fupported him, whereas The Catholic King had proved unkind and 
averfe to his affairs, which plainly appear 'jd by the reception he gave him ; for though 
to appearance he fhewed him a favoi^ahle afpeft, and pretended to reftore him to his 
full power, yet he would have quite ftript him of all, had not fhame hindered him; 
which, as has been faid, has great power over noble fpirits ; and the King himfelf and 
Queen had both engaged their faith to him, when he went upon his laft voyage. But 
the Indies daily more and more difeovering what they were like to be, and the King 
perediving how great a fhare fell to the admiral, by virtue of the articles granted him, 
he ftrbve to have the abfolute dominion in himfelf, and to difpofe of all •thofe employ- 
ments whifli belonged to the admiral, according to his own will and pleafure. Here- 
upon %e began to propofe new terms to him, by way of equivalent, which God would 
not permit to take eSeft ; becaufe juft then King Philip I. came to reign in Spain ; and 
at the time His Catholic Majefty went from Valladolid to meet him, the” adm^l, much 
oppsefled with the gout, and troubled to fee himfelf put by his right, other diftempers 

coming on him, gave up his foul to God upon Afeenfion-Day, being the 20th of May 
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1 506, at the aforefaid city of Valladolid, having devoutly received all the facraments 
of thefhurch, and faid thefe words laft, “ Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my 
fpirij;;’^ which, through his infinite mercy, we do not queftion but he received into his 
glory : to jvhich jnay ne admit us with him ! ‘ ♦ 

HisTjody was afterwards conveyed to Seville, and there by the Catholic King's order 
magaificently buried in the cathedral, and an epitaph in Spanilh cut on his tomb, in 
memSiy of his renowned aQions, and difcovery of the Indies. The words are thefe : 

■“ A CASTILIA, JA LEON,' NUEVO MUNDO DIO COLON.” 

That is, 

“ Colon gave Caftille and Leon a new World.” 

Words well worth obferving, becaufe the like camiot be found either among the 
ancients or moderns. 

It will therelbrc be ever remembered, that he was the difeoverer of the Weft Indies, 
though fmee then, Ferdinand Cortez and Francis Pizarro have found out many other 
provinces and vaft kingdoms on the continent ; for Cortez difeovered the province of 
Y ucatan, and the city of Mexico, called New Spain, then polTeffed by the great Monte- 
zuma, pmperor of thofe parts ; and Francis Pizarro found out the kingdom of Peru, 
which is of a vaft extent, and full of endlefs wealth, which was under the dominion of 
,the great King Atabaliba. From which countries and kingdoms there came every year 
into Spaiji many fhips laden with gold, filver, brazil, cochineal, fugar, and many other 
commodities of great value, befides pearls and other jewels, which are the caufe that at 
this time Spain aqd its princes flouri^ and abound in wealth. 
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MADE^Br THE ENGLISH 

different parts of AMERICA, FROM THE REIGN OF HENRf%II. 

TO THE CLOSE OF THAT OF QUEEN El^ZABETH ; 

INTERSPERSED WITH 

Various Remarks on the Progrefs of our Trade and naval Power, and the Difticulties which the 
Nation had to ftruggle with in their firll Attempts*, 

CHAP. I. — I. The Hi/Iory of Madoc, one of the Princes of Wales, and his fuppofed Difeo- 
very of America fet in a true Light, and vindicated frohi feme grotmdlcfs kefeitions 
made thereon by foreign Writers. — 2. The generous Difpqfition of King Henry VII. •u’itb 
refpehl to encouraging Difeoveries ; and the Voyages of John and Sebq/iian Cabot, in his 
Service, veho firjl vifited the Continent of America. — 3. The Voyage of Scbajiian Cabot, 
for the Difeovery of a North-ive/l Piijfage, in which he failed along the Coaji of that 
Part of North America, to which the Spaniards afterwards gave the Name of Florida., 
— 4. The Voyage of Sir I'homas Pert, Vice Admiral of England, and SebaJiianCabot, to 
Brazil, and other Parts of the Wefi Indies. — 5. The firft Attempt of Mr. Hore, 
Merchant of Lo 7 idcn, to efahlijh a Colony in Newfoundland ; the fringe Misfortunes 
be met with, and a memorable Infanceof the Ji/f ice and Cenerofity of King Henry VIII. 
— 6. The fever al Voyages of Captain William Hawkins to Brazil, and a ft ngular Proof of 
his Abilities and Integrity. — 7. A ficcincl Account of the Difeoveries and maritime Expe- 
ditions to America, under the Reign of King Edward VI. — 8. That Hi/lory continued 
during the Reign of Queen Mary, and her Confort, King Philip. — 9. The Method! 
taken for extending our Trade, and making Settlements in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth . — l o. An Account of Sir Francis Drake’s giving the Nanuyf New Albion, 
to a Country lying in the northern Part of California, and the Importance of that Dif 
tovery. — 1 1. Thefirji Se'.tlenunt of Ncufoundland, with a foort Account of the Na- 
ture thereof, and the Advantages which have accrued from the Fifoery upon its Coafs 
to this Nation.— 12. The firjt Attempt to fettle Virginia, under the^DireHion of Sir 
Walter Raleigh, with an Accoiw* of th..t Colony. — 13. The fevcral Voyages of Captain 
John Davis, atid the great Difeoveries made by him in North America. — 14. Sir Walter 
Raleigh’s Expedition to Guiana; the Confequcnces of that Expedition, and Remarks 
thereupon. — 15. Other remarkable naval Tranfadfions, within the Compafs of that 
Reign, relating to this Subjed. — 16, A fuccind View of the State of our Trade to 
America, at the Time of the Death of Queen Elizabeth. — 17. Remarks and Obfer- 
vations on the principal Events mentioned in the foregoing Sedion. 

*• npUE ^Fory of having firft difeovered far diftant countries,* and adding 
to the knowledge and commerce of mankind, has always had 
channs fufficient to invite different nations to p\it in their claims, even though 
they have not been extremely well founded. When America w.as firft made 
it occafioned abundance of enquiries •, and, as it was natural, recallecfio many 
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people’s remembrances and confiderations, ftories whic^ had before beln deem^^fi^ce 
worthy of notke : f mongft the reft bur nation put in ; and the tale told in 0^ 
us, a^it is the bad^ in -pcBat o| dime, feemss' to.men^ well or ^er 

tbair tpy bther. Ihort, jdiis ftory s^erts that JWfadoc Prince of Wales, was the 
firft difcoverer of America, *^d the detail of his expedition runs thus ; He flou- 
rilh^d in the twdfth centui^i .kid was fon of Owen Guyneth, Prince of North 
Waliil^ his brethren raifing a civil war about the divifion of his father's, dominions, 
he cl^ofe rather to go to fea with a few of his friends, and feek out new habitations, 
than run the hazard of#what might happen in this difpute. Accordingly, about 
the year 1 170, fleering due weft, and leaving Ireland on the north, he came to an 
unknown country, where he fettled a colony ; and returning thence into Wales, carried 
a fecond fupply of people, but w’as never heard of more. 

That the country he went to was really America, is more, I think, than can be 
thoroughly proved ; but that this talc was invented after the difcovcry of that 
country, on purpofe to fct up a prior title, is moll certainly falfe. Meredith ap 
Rees, who died in 1477, Snd was a famous Welch pt)et, compofed an ode in honour 
of this Madoc, wherein was contained an account of his difcoveries. Now as this 
was feveral years before Colon made his firft voyage, we may be fure that this 
was really a Britilh tradition, and no tale of late contrivance. Some foreign, writers 
indeed, have fuggefted that this was a pure invention, defigned to prejudice the repu- 
tation of the great dilcovery made by Colon ; but in this they rather Ihew' theii 
malice to us than difcover ours ; for beyond all doubt the Welch had, and have Hill, 
fuch a tradition, and therefore fome wifer and better informed critics have endeavoured 
to prove that it was not America, but Greenland, to which our Welch Prince failed. 
In proof of which they have obl'ervcd that this country was well known in the 
ninth and tenth centuries, though it was afterwards loft. 

But with fubmiflion to thefe great men, this ftory does not at all anfwer their 
purpofe ; for it is evident, the courfe does by no means agree ; lince if he had 
failed to that country he could not have left Ireland to the north. I have feen a 
very ingenious dil'courfe upon this fubjeft, in which is fuggefted, that Prince 
Madoc lande^ in fome part of Florida ; that in procefs of time, the colony he 
planted there proceeded round by land, and rcichcd the northern parts of 
Mexico, which country they conquered, and were thole foreign anceftors of the 
Mexicans, of whom we have heard fo much from the Spaniih waiters that have 
recorded the adventures of C.ortes, and with which the reader is fo well acquainted, 
that there is no need of our faying any thing more of them here, except it be this, 
that feveral Britilh words have been diftfevered. in the old Mexican tongue, and 
that no other F.uropean nation can fliew a better founded tradition than this; for 
the truth of which, however, I am very far from contending. 

2. If there had been really any defire in the F.nglilh nation to conteft the title 
of the crown of Spain to the country of America, it might have been undoubtedly 
fixed upon a much better foundation ; for, in the life of Don Chriftopher Colon, 
written by his fon in the reign of our King Henry the VII Ith, it is exprefely f<ud, that 
this great man len| his brother Bartholomew into England, to offer his difeovery to 
King Henry VII. and he did accordingly prefent a map, dated" the i3^Df February 
1488, to thar monarch ; and having explained to him his brother’s defign, and what he 
propofi^ thereby, it was readily accept^ ; and Don Bartholemew was lent to invite his 
brother into England, with an aflurance that the King would grant hirq all he defired. 
This agreement was four years before the voyage of 'Colon in the fervice of Thdi 
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Catholic Majefties, and therefore had we been fo much inclined to hunt for titles to tfiis 
new-found country, here had been a feir pretence. But King Heiwpy the Vllth. was of 
another difpofition ; and though he was a prince much addjfted to encourage fucnj|cind 
of ufeful undertakings, he fcorned tp aim at reaping the fruits of other princ^’ adven- 
tures ; and therefore he contented himfelf, after milling by mere accident. Colon’s 
difcovery, with inviting other feamen of known reputation, to enter ifito his ‘fervic(f for 
like purpofes. 

Amongft thefe was John Cabot citizen of Venice, who had been Jong fettled at 
BriftoJ, and who thought himfelf capable of performing as*a feaman things, little, if 
at all Ihort of what Colon had done. He accordingly applied himfelf to the King, 
who, by patent inrolled, dated the 5th of March, in the eleventh year of his reign, and 
in the year of our Lord 1495, granted to the faid John Cabot, and his three fons, 
Lewis, Seballian, and Sancias, authority to fail with five Ihips of what burthen and 
ftrength they thought fit, upon difeoveries to the eaft, w^eft and north ; giving them 
the full property of fuch country or countries as they Ihould difeover, with this 
refervation only, that they Ihould return to Briftol, and ‘that t^ey Ihould pay him 
the fifth part of the neat profits of their voyage ; in confideration of which they were 
to have the exclufive right to the countries fo difeovered, to which no other Englifli 
fubje£ts*were to trade, but by their leave and licence. But the year before that* patent 
was granted, that is in 1494, John Cabot, with his fon Seballian, had failed from 
Briftol upon difcovery, and had aftually feen the continent of Newfoundland, to . 
which they gave the name of Prima Villa, or Firft Seen. And on the 24th of June 
in the fame year he went alhore on an illand, which, becaufe it was difeovered on 
that day, he called St. John’s ; and of this illand he reported very, truly, that the 
foil was barren, that it yielded little, and that the people wore bear-lkin cloaths, 
and were armed with bows, arrows, pikes, darts, wooden clubs, and flings ; but 
that the coaft abounded with filh ; and upon this report of his, the beforementioned 
patent was granted. 

3. The next voyage made for difcovery was by Seballian Cabot, the fon of John, 
concerning which all our writers have fallen into great miftakes, for want of com- 
paring the feveral accounts we have of this voyage, and making proper allowances 
for the manner In which they were written ; fince 1 cannot find there was ever any 
diftind: and clear account of this voyage publilhed, though it was of fo great con- 
fequence. On the contrary, I believe that Cabot himfelf kept no journal of it by 
him ; fince in a letter he wrote on this fubjedl, he fpeaks doubtfully of the very year 
in which it was undertaken, though from the circumftances he relates, that may be 
very certainly fixed. On the 3d of February, in the thirteenth year of the reign of 
King Henry VII, a new grant was made to John Cabot, by which he had leave giiten 
him to take Ihips out of any of the ports of England, of the burden of two hundred 
ton, to fail upon difeoveries ; but before this could be cffedled, John Cabot died ; and 
Seballian, his fon, applied himfelf to the King, propofing to difeover a north-weft paflage, 
as he himfelf tells us ; and for this purpofe he had a Ihip manned and vi£lualled at 
the,jKipg’s expe,nce at Briftol, and three or four other Ihips were fitted out at the ex- 
pfence ^ fom<f merchants of that city, particularly Mr. Thor^ and-lStr. Hugh Fdliot. 

Seballian Cabot himfelf fays, that he made this voyage in the fummer of 
14^, he mull be miftaken, and he very well might, fpeaking from his memory 
only ; and to prove this I need only obferve, that this date will not at all agree 
even "iith his4>wn account p{ the voyage ; for he fays exprefsly it was undertaken 
after hi father’s death ; who, as we have Ihewn, was aliVe in the February following’ j 
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fo'^that it was the fummer of the year i497> in wlfich he made this voyage j and what 
he afterwards relates of his return, proves this likewife. 

BiJtVe have a direft and^ clear authority as to this faft, which is, that of Robert 
Fabian, who fixes this voyage of Sebaftian Cabotls ip the month of May 1497. And on 
the nth of June, the fame year, he failed as high as fixty feven degrees thirty minutes, 
finding the fea ftiH open, and he thought that he mightthis way havepafled through into 
the Sdlith Seas, but his crew mutinied, which forced him to return into the latitude of 
fifty fix degrees, and from thence he ran down to thirty eight degrees, along the coaft 
of the continent of America, which, as he exprefsly fays, was afterwards called Florida, 
where provifions growing fhort, he returned into England, touchmg by the way at 
Newfoundland. On his return, he fa^s, he^ found the nation in much confufion, and 
great preparations making for a war in Scotland, which agrees exadly with Grafton's 
Chronicle, who places thefe preparations under the mayoralty of William Purchafe, 
that is, to the year befote-mentioned *, and Robert Fabian fays farther, that in the 
14th year cf King Henry VII. there were three men brought to the king, taken in the 
new-found ifland, which hb before mentioned, who were cloathed in beall-Ikins, eat 
raw flelh, fpoke a ftVange uncouth tongue, and were very brutilh in their behaviour ; 
but he farther adds, that he faw thefe people himfelf two years afterwards, and that 
they were then cloathed like ICngliflimen, and he could not have known them to be 
otherwife, if he had not been informed that thefe were the men brought over by Se- 
, baftian Cabot; 

Thus, with the utmoft exaftnefs I could ufe, I have fet this matter in its true light, 
and have thereby Ihewn, that he was not only the firft perfon who attempted a north- 
weft pafl'age j and Ihewed thereby that he underftood Colon’s principles, but was 
likewife the firft difeoverer of the continent of America, which Colon did not 
fee till a year after, as well as the firft difeoverer of Florida, which country was 
not fo called till the year 1512; when, as we have before fhewn, it was vifited 
by John Ponce de Leon, who itook pofleffion of it for the King of 3 psm, and ufu- 
ally pafles for the firft difeoverer. It may not be aniils to obfervej that Sebaftian 
Cabot clearly affirms, that his voyage was made to difeover a north-weft pafiage ; 
which notion of his gave light, as is acknowledged even by foreign authors, to 
Ferdinand Magellan; and induced him confidently to affirm, that fuch a pa&ge 
might be found by the South, which he happily eft'efted twenty-two years after this 
attempt made to the north *by Sfebalb’an Cabot. 

I cannot fay that any great ufe can be made of this kind of knowledge, but there 
feems to be no reafon why we ihould not pique ourfelves upon knowing thefe 
matters with as much exadnefs as ftrangei% ; who, by dipping into our accounts, 
pretend to great knowledge in thefe matters, and very often impofe upon fuch as 
will not rake into their own old mufty antiquities, but pay an implicit regard to the 
bold affertions of modern authors ; by taking the contrary method, and refolving to 
be fatisfied, even in trifles, we come to judge accurately’’^' and truly of the deferts 
both of our own and of foreign nations; fo as to yield the preference to fome, 
and maintain, our juft rights againft others. As for inftance, though,we cannot dif- 
pute with the Spqniard| the aftual difeovery of America ; yet, we ma)sJ^rly deny, 
what the prefent geographer of JJis Catholic Majefty afferts, that we rej<^d,jCplon's 
propofal ; and we may likewife call him to a fevere account, for placing me voy- 
ages of Sebaftfan Calxit to Florida, twenty-fix years later than he ihould have placed 
them, from the accounts given by Ramufio, Gomara, fete*. Harm, and other au- 
thors, whom he either had not fead, or ought to have read, before ne took upon hifo 
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to write on this fubje£t ; of y^hicH, though he writes fenfiblyy yet this will not exiiufe 
his writing untruths. 

Sebaftian Cabot is by many of Our writers pofitively affirmed to be an Engliffiman, 
born at Briftol ; but the Italians as j^hrively claim him for'their countryman, and faty he 
was bom at Venice; which, to fpeak impartially, I believe is the truth ; for he fays 
hiinfelf, that when his father was invited over to England, he brought him with him, 
though he was then very young. His voyage for the difcovery of the nofth’-weft 
pafTage, gained him fo great a reputation, that he was invited into Spain, and em- 
ployed by Their Catholic Majefties, Ferdinand and Ifabella^ in a voyage for the dif- 
coVery of the coafts of Brazil, in which he had much better fuccefs than Americus 
Velpucius, who milled the river of Plate, whereas Cabot i^und it, and failed up it 
three hundred and fixty miles, which gained him fuch a charafter at the court of 
Their Catholic Majefties, that, on his return, he was declared piloto maggiore, or 
grand pilot of Spain ; and refided feveral years at Seville with that charafter, and had 
the examination and approbation of all the pilots intruded by that government. 

4. Yet, after fome years, he thought fit to return into England, and was employed 
by King Henry VIII, in conjunction with Sir Thomas Pert, whd was vice-admiral of 
England ; and built a fine houfe near Blackwall, called Poplar ; which name ftill re- 
mains, though the houfe is long ago decayed. This voyage of his was in 1^16, on 
board a ftiip of two hundred and fifty tons, with another of the like fize, in which he 
proceeded to the coaft of Brazil, and afterwards vifited the Spanilh iflands of St. Do- 
mingo, and St. John de Porto Rico ; in the latter of which they traded, and paid for 
what they had by the exchange of veffels, made of pewter, as we learn from Oviedo ; 
who, notwithftanding, afferts that this veffel was a privateer, whereas, in faCt, Ihe was 
a frigate flitted out at King Henry the Eighth’s expence for difcovery. 

It 8^a very great misfortune that we have not a clearer and more diftinft account of 
this expedition ; fince it very plainly appears from the writers of thofe times, that 
great expectations were raifed by it, and that the mifearriage occafloned a good deal of 
noife and fom#'refleCUons ; but they did not fall upon Cabot, as appears from the fol- 
lowing note, taken from a book, publiftied by Mr. Richard Eden, whofe collections led 
the way to thofe of Mr. Hackluit, and which book was publiflied in i j 53.^ “ If manly 
courage,” faith he, (like unto that which hath been feen in your Grate as well in 
foreign realms, as alfo in this our country,) “ had not been wanting in others, in thefe 
our days, at fuch time our Sovereign Lord of noble memof y, King Henry VIII., about 
the fame year of his reign, furniflied, and fent out certain ftiips, under the governance 
of Sebaftian Cabot, yet living, and one 3 ir Thomas Pert, whofe faint heart was the 
caufe that the voyage took none effeCt ; if, I fay, fuch manly courage, whereof we 
have fpoken, had not at that time been wanting, it might happily have come to pafs, 
that that rich treafury called Perularia, which is now in Spain, in the city of Seville, 
and fo named, for that in it is kept the infinite riches brought thither from the new- 
found land of Peru, might long fince have been in the Tower of London, to the King’s 
great honour and wealth of this realm.” I do not find that this worthy gentleman 
Mt England after this ; but, on the contrary, remained here, and promoted, to the 
tttmoft of Ws ‘power, whatever defigns were let on foot for the encpifragement and ex- 
te^l^'of^r commerce j fo that, as I lhall have occafion Ihew hereafter, he may 
biwuly rqmted — ^The great mafter of Englilh feamen, and the father of our colonift 
aii4 cpmmerce. 

Itajms, this great man that ftill kept up an opinion, which, he had himfelf firft enter- 
rilit palTage there was into the South Seas^ by the north-weft ; and upon 
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this fubjefl: he wrote wth f6 Iftuch good fenfe and* ftrength of reafon, that if the fliijis, 
which, while 1 am Vriting this ptura^raph, havelail^ m fearch of this plaffage, Dhoitld 
fucc^, htmour the, difcOV^ will Tdlound to him ; 4 nd therefore it 
juft to take this opportunity of revivW his xfe^Utetion. His dflcottiHes had fuch aia 
effett on King Henry VIII., a Prince of vaft natural par tsf, great learning, and ftrongly 
incliped to heroic Undertakings, that he refolved to fend ariother Ihip, or more, on the 
difcov^ry, which he did in the nineteenth year of his reign. Both Hall and Grafton, 
in their Chronicles, fpeak of this ; and tell us, that on mature deliberation, the King 
fitted out two fair Ihips, vtdiich failed from the port of London, on the 20th of hfey 
15 27 ; but not a word of the captain’s name, or of the ftrength of thefe fliips ; the only 
particular we have is, th^ the King fent feveral cunning men on board them. We 
are to underftand, by cunning men, perfons fkilled in the mathematics ; who, with the 
common fort of people, pafled now, and long after, for cunning men and conjurem. 

I'he worthy Mr. HackJuit has taken abundance of pains to fupply us with fome 
circumftances of this expedition, but to very little purpofe ; and, notwithftanding ail 
his inquiries from perfons who lived in and nei'r thofe times, could obtain no other 
fatisfaftion than this, that a canon of St. Paul’s who was reputed a great mathematipan, 
was one of the principal perfons concerned, and aftually had took a (hare in the voyage ; 
but to this reverend perfon’s name, both Sir Martin Frobilher ;md Sir Richard Allien, 
who were Mr. Hackluit’s authors, were ftrangers ; one of them, however, remembered 
•the name of the biggeft fhip, which was Dominus Vobifeum, or ITie Lord with them, 
which agrees very well with the other part of the ftory, that the chief promoter of this 
voyage was a prieft. Thefe ftiips failing very far to the north-weft, the largeft of 
them was caft away in the mouth of a very large gulph, very probably in the entrance 
to Hudfon’s Bay, and there perifhed ; the other, having coafted along the i^j^d of 
Cape Britton (fo they wrote it then) returned in Oftober following, and brought a 
large account of the places they had feen, and of the hardlhips they had undergoiM^ T 
It appears from thence, that thefe early attempts to difeover new countries, and ex- 
tend our commerce, were attended with great difficulties, much beyond thofe that were 
met with by the Spaniard? and Portuguefe, which may be attributed to feveral different 
caufes, and §i^Qngft othei^.. thefe ; Our (hipping ^vas then but mean, though both the 
kings whom Cabot ferved appeared to be very defirous of having a naval force* fince 
Henry VII, had fpent fourteen thoufand pounds in building one large fhip, and his fon 
Henry VIII. added feveral others to the navy ; yet I think our Ihips were, generally 
fpeaking, larger than thofe of moft of our neighbours ; but very probably mey were 
built abroad, and neither in form nor in materials were fit for thofe feas to which they 
were navigated. ITie (kill of our feamen coufd not he very great at this time; for as 
in all other praftical cafes, fo in this, nothing advances people fo fall as experience, and 
therefore I reckon that the want of this was a great deficiency in thefe times ; we may 
add, that we purfued, with incredible diligence, thofe difeoveries that carried us into 
dangerous and difagrecable climates, which was diredly contrary to the pra^cC of iffiie 
Spaniards and Portuguefe ; befides thofe voyages produced little or no advantage^ fo 
there wife nothing, to provoke the common, or even the trading, fort of peoole;- to en- 
gage in them ; and*laftlyi» King Henry VIII. was bent upon finding a ndlKm-tyeft paf- 
f^, that he might ha^e a way ef his own to the Eaft Indies, and not be to 

follow the rout.’either of the Spaniards or of the Portuguefe. 

5. It was this inclinadon of the King’s that produced a fpirit in the nation of dif- 
coverii^ and fettling,|ft thefe northern parts, let the dangers be what they would, jjr 
the difficulties to be b^erjjome’ever fo many or apparent ; a veiy ftrti|ig ihftance bf 
v’OL. XII. - which 



i 62 


DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 


which Mcurred in the tvitenty-eighth year of his reigH) and is the mof^ remarkable paf- 
^1^ in it to olw pvrpofe : one Mr. Hore, a merchant of London, a man of good &- 
nuly, conflilferaible fortune, great courage, and very w^ verfed in moll of the branches 
of the xmidhlmatics, was refolved to undertake a vovage,' and attempt a fettlement on 
Neu£)iuidland, and to go thither himfclf. He no looner made this intention of his 
kno^, than he received all the countenance and encouragement from the crown that 
he could expedt ; and as this gave much credit to the expedition, fo, in a Ihort time, 
abundance of young gentlemen, of good fortunes and diftinguilhed families, offered to 
lhare both the cxpcnce and danger of the undertaking. 

'Among thefe were Mr. Wickes, a weft-country gentleman of five hundred marks 
a year ; Mr. Tuck, a Kentifh gentleman of fortune ; Mr, 'Fuckfield, Mr. Thoma^ 
Butts, fon of Sir William Butts, the King’s firft phyfician ; Mr. Hardy, Mr. Birtni, 
Mr. Carter, Mr. Raftal, (brother. to Serjeant Raftal,) ;md feveral others; who went 
with Mr. Hore in the largeft of his two Ihips, the Trinity, of the burden of one hun- 
dred and forty tons: in the lefler Ihip went Mr. Armigall Wade, a young gentleman 
of great hopes, and much learning ; Mr. Oliver Dawebney, of London, merchant ; and 
other perfons of charafter, to the number of thirty, in both vcfl’els. About the end of 
April 1536, all things were ready; the Trinity and Minion fit to fail, and the wliolc ol 
both Ihips* company, to the number of one hundred and twenty, muftered at .Gravel- 
end ; after which they went with much ceremony on board. 

Ihey foon after failed, and arrived in the fpace of two months at Cape Breton ; 
fix>m whence they failed round a great part of Newfoundland to Penguin ' ifland, in 
the latitude of about fifty degrees, as they computed ; but which lies, truly, in fifty 
^grees forty minutes ; where they found great plenty of thofe fojvls, from whence 
the illand takes its name : they afterwards went on Ihore upon the eaft-fide of New- 
foundfflid, and had an accidental view of a boat full of the favages that inhabited that 
coimtiy, whom they purfued both by fca and land, but were notable to overtake them. 
They ftaid here till their victuals began to grow very fliort, and being then afraid to 
thei^elv^ at fea in fuch a condition, they delayed going on board till they were 
in fnch diftrefs that they adpally eat one another ; that is to fay, fome killed their 
companioiu privately in the woods, hid them, and then roafted and eat their flefti 
fecretly, till this horrid praftice coming to the knowledge of their capt:^, he, by a 
moft judicious and pathetic fpeech, brought them to refolve rather to live upon grafs 
and herbs than fubfift by this deteftable method any longei*! 

^ But it fell out foon after, that a French Ihip put in there well manned and well 
vi&ualled, of which our countrymen i 'Iblved to take advantage, being weary of a 
country in which they had endurtd fucH miferies ; and therefore, watching a fair op- 
portunity, they pofleffed themfelves of the French ihip, and, leaving their own, failed 
direflly for the coaft of F.ngland. They returned fafely, and arrived at St. Ives in 
Cornwall about the end of October ; and then the gentlemen, dlfperfing themfelves, 
returned to London ; but fo much altered by their fatigues, that Sir William Butts, 
and his wife could not know their fon, but by a particular mark upon bis knee. We 
l^d never kn^wn a word of this ftrange adventure, if it had not been fo» Mr. Richard 
rode two hundred miles to gain thefe partic^nlars from the mouth of 
the only perfon then living, who, had a ihare in that expedition ; 
atiw^OT, wonder, fince it was fifty-three years afterwards that he obtained this cbiin- 
Ihere is another circumftance relating to this unfortunate enterprize, 
by no means b^ omitted. 

after, the Frenchmen came to Enijlaind, with a dreadful coihplaint, 

that 
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that the Enghfh had T^a. away wkh' thdbi (hip, and^ had left them to ftarve, if ^hey ha^ 
not fupjxM^ themfdlves by nlhui^. Kite Houy examined very clofely into the al^, 
and finding diat extreme want was the tote caefe of an a£don, other\rae inexcnfilbfe, 
he fatisfied the Frmch‘, to the full extend of tbciJ' demands, out of his own coffers, 
and pardoned in |ii8 own fubjefte, that wrong which neceffity forced theth to commit. 
Thefe were very hard beginnings; and yet to thefe we owe our Newfoundland 
trade; and, I think, it is much to the honour of the Engliih nation, that without 
having any of thofe encouragements which the Spaniards met with from the very be- 
ginning, they continued to purfue thofe expeditions for difcovery ; till in the end they 
met with thofe rewards which they fo well deferved. ** 

6. Within this dark period of time, for the accounts of our rifing navigation have 
been moft imperfectly tranfmitted to pofterity, there were numbers of Englifhmtai, 
who, with very little profpeCt of private advantages, fpread themfelves, by the help of 
foreign Ihipping intcj all parts of the world ; that, by their inquiries and obfervations, 
they might be able to underffand how trade was managed, and maritime affairs con- 
duaed, in other countries ; that, in time, by their informations, the like advantages 
might accrue to their own ; of which voyages and travels, there are many fhort notes- 
collefted in Hackluit, which do great honour to thefe times, and ought to perpetuate 
the memory of the worthy perfons, who, with fo much labour and hazard, laid the 
foundation of our naval ftrength and glory. 

* Thefe notices foon roufed aCtive and induftrious perfons to try what ufe Could be 
made of fuch helps, and perhaps the reader will not think his time mifpent in reading 
an inftance of this kind. Mr. William Hawkins, the fether of the frmous Sir John 
Hawkins, and thS grandfather of Sir Richard Hawkins, both eminent feamen, was hinsi- 
felf an officer in the navy of King Henry the Eighth, and for his merit much efteemed 
by that Prince, made about the middle of his reign three profperous voyages to Gwnea 
and Brazil ; in the lad of thefe, having Ibmc dealings with a prince or chief of the 
Brazilians, he expreffed a defire of feeing England ; but, at the lame time, fiiewed a 
fufpicion of his not obtaining leave to come home again ; to cure which. Captain 
Hawkins very readily offered to leave Mr. Martin Cqckram, of Plymouth, who nood 
next to hintielf in efteem with the Indians, as a hoftage, which offer was reaffily ac- 
cepted. 

This Brazilian chief he brought over, and prefented to his mailer King Henry, -who 
received him kindly, entcrtmned him courteoufly, and difmill'ed him generoufly, idler a 
year’s Hay in England. But it fo fell out, in his palTage home, that, either throwh 
change of air, Ihortnefs of provifions, or forae, other .misfortune, the Indian chief died ; 
which threw the Engliih into great concern, from an apprehenfion that Mr. Cockram 
would be either punilhed with death, or detained during life, upon account of this 
accident : but the thing fell out better ; for upon hearing what the Engliih had to al- 
ledge, the favages readily obferving, that it was far from being likely that they wpuld 
return to their country if they had treated their king amifs, and that it was not in Adr 
power to preferve his life, if attacked by ficknefs, they freely fet thdr hoftage at li- 
ber^, kindly* entertained the men, and furnilhed the Ihip with a fuffid^ cai^o fbr 
England, which erfeouraged other merchants to trade to the unfettled pons of Brazil, 
^y which I mean the ports not yet in the pollelfion of the Portuguefe,) and this from 
feveral places,* viz. Briftol, Southampton, and London, durhig all the latter part of this 
monarch’s rdgn, who mull be allowed to have had a very pwlic fpiriv with regard _ tp 
maritime con^ms, fWc the improvement of which he fpared* ndther pains nor trmare, 

7. In the time of Kffig Edward the Sixth the court was fpHt into fedions, which 

y a * neceflarily 
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naoe^urily occaiitmed difputes and dividons atnong t|iie penpk j fo; diaL tl^ tlma: 'Were 
hf ‘no meaas.^iTtmrablc for new and grEa£ uadeitakk^^ oE even for;theimpni»^ement 
of liwfe commerce* ■which were but dewlyppaied? on^etoittraiy* it 

feemsi idat iCT perfonis who wese.^ntrudied with offices by the ford high admiral, 
andit^ jas had the care |nd diredticMi of the cuftoms, laid heavy burdens upon thofe 
ffia^ ai^ggged in the Iceland and Newfoundland iiffienes ; and took fuch large fiims for 
licances, and under other pretences, as had like to,have ruined the former, which was 
an old trade, and greatly ffifcouraged the latter, which was a new one. 

JJpon complmnt of this to parliament, the matter fell under a clofe examination, as 
appitos from fome papers of Sir William Cecil, wffiich are yet in being ; for there are 
np Journals of the Proceedings of the Hgufe of Commons fo early as this time pre- 
ferved : but from the papers before mentioned, we are informed, that this coirlplaint 
was made by the weft-country members, and by a burgefs from Y armouth in Norfolk ; 
and thereupon a law was made in the year 1 548, and the fecend of that Prince’s reign, 
by which it was enafted, that every officer who ffiould, for the time to come, extort, 
procure, or receive any fum of money from a merchant, mafter of a fliip, faflor, or 
filherman, for, or under colour of, granting him leave or licence to fifli in the North 
Seas, on the coafts of Iceland, or on the banks of Newfoundland, Ihould, for the firft 
offence, forfeit treble the fum fo extorted ; and for the fecond, fliould fufl'er fine and 
ranfom at the King’s pleafure. 

. The fame year the King was plcafcd to grant to Sebaftian Cabot, his old fervant, by ' 
the advice and counfel of his uncle, Edward Duke of Somerfet, the office of grand 
pilot of England, with a fee of one hundred fixty-lix pounds thirteen and four pence, 
to be paid him quarterly at the exchequer; which Ihews, that thefe'kind of fervices 
were ftill regarded ; and that in fuch intervals of peace, as the miniftry then had, they 
were mindful of the interell of their country, and inclined to do what lay in tlieir power 
to promote navigation and commerce. But they were ftill hurt by a too eanieft defire 
to grafp at thejwholc trade of the Indies, which induced them to liften to all the pro- 
polmsmade for difeovering either a north-eaft or a north-weft paffage ; and by bending 
all that Itrength that way, neglecled thofe undertakings that were eafier, and which 
might have been carried into execution at a much lighter expence. 'I’his wis owing to 
Mr. Sebaftian Cabot, who tirfl ftarted the nation of a paffage into the South Seas by 
thie north -weft, imd who fell very readily into the other projgd of finding a paffage into 
the Indian Ocean by the norlh-eaft. 

He was at that time mafter of the great company ereded for the benefit of commerce, 
under the title of Merchant-Adve;.tureifj for the Difeovery of New Lands, and the 
great oracle, as he defer ved to be, of all the feafaring people ; and this gave him an op- 
portunity of puffiing that point which he had moft at heart, the importance of which he 
underftood better than any man, and in the execution of which nobody had gone 
farther, or managed an expedition with greater diferetion. But this turn diverted the 
whole attention of the ftate to this point, and this alone, as if nothing had been worth 
difeovering but a paffage to the Spice Ifiands; while in the mean time the -Spaniards 
attacked and fobdued a very great part of both the continents of America.* If, inftead 
a£ th^ -ihc^tdeavours of the feamen in that reign lad been applied to the profecutfog 
had fo well begun, I mean the entire difeovery of h’lorida, .and the conn- 
tri||i^ipffiaceat, it muft have ended in a fettlement on the Gulph of Mexico^, which might 
pniim|g|^ave ;been attended with veiy great advantages. 

’ : that the fchemes whiqh were |mfecuted had a fery 

fair aWJwHbBiiil^liuticefs* and I think it may be allowed alfo, by fuch as take the pains • 
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t&'pemfe ^ifewgbbyi Aat no man cm, com 

clearer tdxt^^^icn 

he dkl* to^,fpovc|li»» i^ve^ b^titwoti^ be 

’ l^hik my iufefent; pur^e) and giving the readc'it; no mofe than what he tnay already 
&ui in Hackiuit » whereas I aim at affording him hew fightj^^ydthout tianferibing other 
peopb’s labours* except where I am under a neceflity of doing it. It muft be ad- 
mitted, that though the profecutioft Of thefe projefts, for finding a north-eaft and a 
north-weft paffage, were not either of them attended with fuccefs, and though they 
confumed a great treafure, and, which is. much more to be regretted, were attended 
with the lofs of feveral excellent captains and many able feamen, the profits whiclfthe 
nation reaped might be truly faid to countervail, in fome meafure, even the vaft ex- 
pences thefe voyages occafioned. 

As for inftance; we opened, by our attempts to find a north-eaft palTage, the trade 
to Archangel ; and, for fome time, engroffed the valuable commerce of the Ruftian 
empire ; and even to the north-weft our difeoveries were of great confequence, and led 
us to a more dillindl knowledge of that part of th^^ world than any other nation has 
attained, inlbmuch that I think it may be truly faid, it is of all our labours that which 
has fhewn our excellency in point of feamanfhip moft ; and, if our prefent attempt for 
difeovefing a paflage through Hudfon’s Bay fhould prove fuccefsful, as I lincerely be- 
lieve it will, we flwll have no reSfon to blame thofe who from time to time have pufhed 
• this dcfign with fo much vigour ; becaufe I am thoroughly perluaded, that whenever it 
is attended with fuccefs, it will, in a very few years, repay this nation all that fhe has 
expended for ages upon this account. 

We may from* hence fee how much thefe expeditions for difeovery are preferable to 
much more expenfive expeditions in purfuit of projefts dictated by political vieyra } 
for in thefe laft we wafte mips, men, treafure, and all to little or no purpofe ; whereas, 
with tefpctl U) the former, whether we fucceed or not in our main point, we are fure 
of making fuch incidental advantages as, fooner or later, make us ample amends for 
the pains we take ; fo that a maritime power cannot follow a wifer courfe than to en- 
courage all fuch projefts, or employ her naval force better than in attempting fuch of 
them as have a»probable appearance ; becaufe this nourilhes and keeps alive that aftiVe, 
penetrating, enterprifing fpirit, which is fo neceffary to a ftate like ours,‘ and which 
will always be attended witji advantages upon the whole, though in many particular 
inftances it may not be attended with fuccefs. But it is now time to proceed from 
thefe refleftions which naturally flow from the confideration of what was done by our 
ftateliijen in the reign of King Edward, to tljofe of the like kind that occupied the 
thoughts both of our politicians and people, in the feign of his fifter and fucceffor ; in 
fpeaking of which, though a beaten topic, I hope to ftrike out feveral things that 
are new. 

8. As there were feveral of King Edward’s minifters employed by Queen Mary,^ fo 
we fiid that in the reign of this Princefs the fame meafures were purfued, and the &me 
attention (hewn for new difeoveries, and for giving all the afliftance th^ j wasi ini the 
power of the*Crcw'n, to fuch as engaged in thcle undertakings. Buta^frer the mar- 
riage between the Queen and King Philip of Spain t6ok place, we began w^grcny fnuch 
better acqumnted with all circamftances relating to the Weft fndies than in' Edrmer 
times, and it became fafliionable at Court to read and underftand whatever had been 
publiihed, in any language, relating to the conquefts and difoov^eries of the Spaniards ? - 
but ibecaufe the numb^ was npt great of fuch as could, ]^rufe: and underftand thofe 
wcwk? in the original lan^ages, feveral perfons took ps^s to tranflate them intO'^g- 
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liih, and to q>itomife than, that they n%ht be read the greater hicility ; amongft 
th^e were Mr. Richard Eden, who compofed one of the hrlt Colledioas of levels 
that was eyor Dubliihed in our language, and which was afterwards revifed, correded, 
and augtneht^» by Mr. Edward Wailes. Several other pieces of the fame kind came 
abroad ^ and feveral of the Spaniih officers that attended thdr King hither took a great 
deal of pains to fet forth the exploits of their nation in the Weft Indies ; and our. fea 
officers, with whom they converfed, did not fail to make their advantage of thefe dif- 
courfes, and to gain fuch knowledge of the lltuation things were in throughout all their 
dominions in America, as afterwards coft the Spaniards very dear. 

This intercourfe with that nation alfo furnillied many Englifhmen with opportunities 
of going to their fettlements, and of obtaining fuch lights with refpeft to their navigation 
and commerce, as proved afterwards of the higheft ufe. But notwithftanding all this, 
our trade and naval power fuffered deeply by this connection between the two nations, 
which not only hindered, during that reign, thofe voyages we had formely made to 
America from being purfued, but involved us likewife in a tedious, dangerous, and 
unneceffary war with France; by which we not only loft the important fortrefs of 
Calais, but alfo fuffered deeply in our (hipping ; fo that it appears by Come fragments 
which ftill remain of fpeeches made in the Hoiife of Commons, that loud com- 
plaints were made on this fubjeCt in parliament by the citizens of London efpfecially, 
whole Ioffes were greater than thofe of the reft of the kingdom by thofe miftaken 
meafures. 

Yet fuch branches of our commerce as did not immediately interfere with that of 
Spain were greatly favoured in this reign, in which the Ruffian merchants M'ere incor- 
porated, and Sebaftian Cabot appointed thdr governor for life ; and i Ruffian ambaf- 
fador, who came over hither, was treated with great diftinCtion both by the King and 
Queen ; which procured us fuitable returns, by the granting extraordinary privileges to 
fuch merchants and fubjeCts of England as traded in any part of that extenfive empire. 
The trade to Guinea, likewife, met with fome countenance from the Court, by which 
means the (hipping engaged therein was increafed, and many more traders drawn to be 
concerned therein ; fo that as great a fpirit in this refpcd appeared as could well be ex- 
pected ; while the trading corporations throughout the kingdom' were expofed to great 
inconvemenCes, by taking their (hips for the public fervice ; for fo, at that time, 
affifting King Philip was called, though it was evidently againll the intereft of the na- 
tion ; and it was our want of fuccefs in that war which faved the balance of Europe, 
which muft have been totally loft, if he had compalfed his defign, and ruined the power 
of France ; fo that in faft, our nav..! for^e was employed againft itfelf, of whi^h the 
Queen’s minifters were fenfible ; but as for the Queen herfelr, (he was governed by an 
odd principle, which was that of making the bed wife in the world to one of the 
worll of hulbands : but, very luckily for the nation, (he was fo fenfible of the misfor- 
tunes that attended this injudicious war, and particulary of the lofs of Calais, that it 
broke her heart, and thereby made way for that great and glorious reign whicii re- 
ftored the face of our affiurs, revived our languiuiing commerce, re-eftabli(hed our 
naval power, and, by the happy iffue of a long and bloody, but neceffary and prof- 
perot^, war/^ainft Spain, fecured our own liberties and preferved thofe of Europe. 

*|^,\lQu€ien Elizabeth fucceeded to the crown by the death of her filler, in the 
mdi&h of November 1558 ; and, from the very beginning of her reign, made the naval 
pow^ of this nation her peculiar care. She began with putting the fmall remains of 
the haW lii!^ condition poffible; provided a faf^ harbour in the river Medway 

for their regepimn, and erefted a new caftle for their prote£b*on. She likewife took 

9 care 



OF THE ENOjLlSU IN AMERICA. 


167 

oure to have a fmall Iquadlron zt &z as foon as {:;oirible ; and knowing that bya hafty 
breach with Sjpaih 0ie might, and indeed mult, expcde her naval ftrength to the danger 
of being cin^^ by a fuperior fouce, fee wildy chofe to diffemble her refentments 
againft that Crown, and to’provide for the increafe of the feamen and Ihipping o£ her 
kmgdom, before Ihe difcovered thofe refolutions which Ihe carried afterwards into exe- 
cution with fo much honour to herfelf, and fo much advantage to her people. I the 
rather take notice of this, becaufc it is the only ftroke of the Queen’s policy which has 
efcaped our hiftorians, who either overlooked or mifunderftood it ; and therefore, as it 
very nearly concerns my lubject, I llmll fet it in a full and clear light. 

At the beginning of her reign the Queen liad feveral enemies to deal with ; fome 
who declared openly againft her, and others who fecretly fought her ruin. Among 
the former were the French, to whom at that time Scotland, in virtue of a marriage 
between Queen Mary and the French King, in fome meafure belonged. At the head 
of the latter was King Philip of Spain, one of the greateft politicians that ever fat upon 
a throne, who knew the value of Fngland, had in fome meafure poffcffed it, and, 
which was not at all womterful, had nf) mind to lofe it. His firft projeft for keeping 
it was, by marrying Elizabeth, as he had done her lifter, in which finding himfelt de- 
ceived, his next projedf was to conquer it, from which he never departed. Tht. 
Queen, when ibe rejefted the firft, forelaw the laft, and refolved to providi 
againft it, which Ihe knew could no other w'ay be done but by obtaining a great 
naval force. ' 

I’o arrive at this, flie firft of all contrived to amufe Spain by carrying on the war 
with France, in which Ihe did the fame thing her filler did j and yet the one was the 
worft, the other, the wifeft meafure that ever was taken. Queen Mary I’eally meant to 
ruin and diftrefs the French, and was above all things dcfirous of recovering Calais j 
and this from a millaken zeal for the intereft of the nation. Queen Elizabeth' made 
an artificial war againft France to increafe her own naval ftrength, by encouraging her 
fubjefts to take prizes, and that Ihe might have an opportunity of fecuring Scotland ; 
but, though exceflively provoked, Ihe never thought of hurting France, and when of- 
fered Calais, Ihe refufed it ; and all this, bccaufe Ihe knew the true intereft of the 
nation. She knew that while Ihe continued to aft againft the French, Ihe Ihould have 
the Spaniards for feeming friends ; that this war was not againft the humour of her 
people, or againft juftice ; that it would raife a vaft number of feamen, becaufe every 
port in England fitted out privateers ; and that it would raife the reputation of her naval 
power, by reducing Scotland : for all which ends, as Ihe wifely provided, fo Ihe met 
in them all the fuccefs Ihe could defire. She knew, however, that France was not 
her natural enemy ; that from the difputes abbut religion, which ran high in that king- 
dom, Ihe was in no danger from its power ; and that whenever Ihe came to declare 
againft Spain, fhe Ihould ftand in need of its affiftance : for which reafon fhe made a 
very harmlefs war, and gave fuch broad intimations of her being willing to compofe 
all difterences, as in due time produced a peace. She likewife knew that the pofi^lTion 
of Calais was a mere popular advantage j that, in reality, it was attended with an ex- 
pence whiclt* could not well be afforded ; that if Ihe was poffeffed of it. it would be a 
continual bone of .contention with France ; and that, how much foev»^it might be 
afterwards her intereft to part with it, it would be an unpopular, and thertfore an im- 
proper, and an imprudent thing to give it up. This that great Princefs knew, and 
therefore fhe wifely refufed it ; but upon making a peace, Ihe referved her rights to it, 
and procured fuch conceftions from the French, as proved a continual check upmi 
them, and were oftentimes of ftiore ufe than the fortrefs itfelf. 
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In the mean time fhe continued her care of the, ttavy, and neglefted nothing that 
might keep up mid promote a maritime fpirit among her people ; (he fought out and 
diftinguilhed the fea-officers that had ferved under her father ; Ihe was continuaHy fit- 
ting ou^ oh hne pretence or other, ljtt\,e fquadrons, at a fnlall expence ; fhe gave the. 
command of them to different officers, that fhe might excite a fpirit of emulation, but 
what principally conduced to aggrandize her power was thepleafure fhe fhewed, when- 
ever any occafion offered, of rewarding her fubjefts, who undertook, at their own ex- 
pence, Aich expeditions as contributed to extend their commerce, and open new 
branches of trade. We have a ftrong inftance of this, in the countenance flie fhewed 
to Captain John Hawkins, who between the years 1562 and 1568 made three voyages 
into the Weft Indies, and in all but the laft had ver)- great fuccefs, though he carried 
on his trade partly by force. She promoted the trade to Ruffia, and through that em- 
pire to Perfia and the Indies, to the utmoft of her power, and managed it with fuch 
prudence and dexterity, tliat the reputation of her government was very high, in that 
and in other countries, in which the reft of the kingdoms and the ftates of Purope were 
hardly known. The trade to Guinea was likewife fo much her care, that, finding the 
Portuguefe gave her fubjedts much difturbance, flie enquired into the caufes of thofe 
difputes, and took care to remedy them by a treaty with that crown. 

All this time her. differences with Spain fubfifted, and though there was no open war 
between the two crowns, yet there could fcarce be faid to be either friendfhip or peace 
between their fubjedts ; and the Queen, perhaps, was not very felicitous that there 
fhould } for having now attained what flie aimed at, a very confiderable naval force, 
and being willing to let the Spaniards fee, that though file declined a war, flie had no 
reafon to be afraid of it, flie took advantage of the King of Spain,’s marriage with 
Anne of Auftria, his niece, to give fuch an inftance of her generolity and power, as 
did great honour to her adminiftration ; for fhe caufed that princefs to be cofidudled to 
Spain by an Englifli navy ; this was a plain demonftration that her fparingnefs, upon 
other occafions, was not the effedls of any nearnefs of temper ; but that, by a conftant 
frugality, flie might have it alway s in her power to be roy'ally magnificent upon proper 
occafions. 

But this . extraordinary mark of civility was far enough from meeting a proper re- 
turn, and the Spaniards w'ent on in difturbing the trade, and diftrefling’ the navigation 
of her fubjedls ; which induced the Queen to fuffer her fubjedls to ufe the befi mea- 
fures they could for redrelTing themfelves ; in which they Vere not wanting. In the 
year 1572, Captain Francis Drake made his famous expedition into the Weft Indies^ 
with two fliips, one called the Dragon, < feventy-five tons, the other the Swan, of 
twenty-five tons, and on board them both'he had no more than feventy-three men ; and 
yet, with this force, he ventured to declare war againft the King of Spain, for the injii:- 
ries he had received in his voyage with Captain Hawkins to the Weft Indies. In this 
voyage he performed wonderful things ; for, befides taking feveral large fhips, he fairly 
took the town of Nombre de Dios by Itorm, gained an immenfe treafure, and had a 
fight of the South Seas ; after which he returned fafely to Plymouth, and made a fiiir 
(hftribution of the profits of his voyage among his owners. 1 

This gloru »s event encouraged others to follow his example; fo'that, in a very 
)(h(^t;::filrne, tne Englilh privateers made various voyages ^into all parts of America, and 
ey^/ little port in England fwarmed with feamen, who were perfeft iliafters of their 
prt^jinpn ; and pilots capable of navigating fhips to any part of the known world be- 
came fo Jmmerous, that therg were daily new projefts fet on foot, which in the former 
age wwwlpve been thought impra£ficable ; but in this were carried into execution at 
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the charge of private perfons, without any expence to, or affiftance from, the crown, 
though they had all the countenance and encouragement they could delire: but 
amongft all thefe, there was none fo conliderable in itfelf, fo clear a proof of maridme 
Ikill, and fo honourable, in every refpefl, to the narion, as the next expedition of Cap- 
tain Francis Drake in 1577, in which he failed round the globe, as we have Ihewn at 
large, in the firft part of this work, and therefore need not repeat here. But one part, 
however, of that voyage fo immediately concerns the fubje£l of this chapter, and re- 
lates to fo conliderable a difcovery, that, as we then promifed, we lliall, as in its proper 
place, fpeak of and explain it more particularly here. 

10. Captain Drake failed from Plymouth, with five fmall Ihips, the biggell but 
of one hundred tons, on the 13th of December 1577, and it was the 5th of Sep- 
tember following before he entered the South Seas, where having performed feveral 
glorious aftions, and gained prodigious riches, he proceeded to the moll northern of 
the Spanilh fettlements, with a view to difeover, if poffible, that paflage which had 
been fo much talked of from our Northern into the South Seas, by a ftrait like 
that of Magellan’s to the north-well. This was certainly a very wife and great under- 
taking, and a prodigious improvement upon the defign of his voyage ; for, as yet, no 
Englilhman had had the opportunity, and perhaps it never entered into any man’s 
head, t« fearch for fuch a paflage on this fide ; though it is moll likely, that by this 
method it may be found. Our author’s endeavours, however, were llrangely crolfed 
•by the unexpefted feverity of the weather, of which the reverend Mr. Francis Fletcher, 
who was chaplain in this voyage, gives us a large account ; and, as it relates to a 
fubject of great importance, and contains a multitude of curious circumllances, though 
not delivered in <:he moll poliflied llile, we lhall give it the reader, for the fake of, 
exa£lnefs, in his own words : 

“ From Guatulco we departed the day following, viz. April the i6th, fetting our 
courfe direftly into the fea, w'hereupon we failed five hundred leagues in longitude to 
get a wind, and between that and June the 3d, one thoufand four hundred leagues in 
all, till we came in forty-two degrees of north latitude, wherein tlic night following we 
found fuch an alteration of heat into extreme and nipping cold, that our men, in gene- 
ral, did grievoufly complain thereof, fome of them feeling their healths much impaired 
thereby ; neither was it that this chanced in the night alone, but the day following 
carried with it not only the marks, but the filings and force of the night going before, 
to the great admiration of us all ; for befides that the pinching and biting air was no- 
thing altered, the very ropes of our fiiip were ftiff, and the rain which fell was an un- 
natural and frozen fubfiiance ; fo that we feemed rather to be in the frozen zone, than 
any way fo near unto the fun, or thefe hotter climatdS. 

“ Neither did this happen for the time only, or by fome fudden accident, but rather 
feemed, indeed, to proceed from fome ordinary caufe, againft the which the heat of 
the fun prevails not ; for it came to that extremity in lailipg but two degrees farther to 
the northward in our courfe, that though the feamcn lacked not good ftoraaths, yet it 
feemed a quellion to many amongft us, whether their hands Ihould feed their mouths, 
or rather keep themfelves within coverts, from the pinching cold thai^ did benumb 
them ? Neither could we impute it to the tendernefs of our bodies, thoiigh we came 
lately from the extremity of l>eat, by reafon whereof we might be more fenfiblo of 
the prefent cold, infomuch that the dead and fenfelefs creatures were as well affefted 
with it as ourfelves. Our meat, as foon as it was removed from the fire, would 
prefently, in a manner, become frozen up ; and our ropes and tackling, in a few 
days, were grown to that ftiffriefs, that what three men before were able with them 
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to perform, now fix men, with their beft ftrength and utmoft endeavours, were 
hardly able to accomplifh ; whereby a fudden and great cBfcouragement fdzed upon 
the minds of our men, and they were poffeffed with a great millike, and doubting 
of any good to be done that way^ yet would not our ’general be difcoura^ed, but 
as well by comfortable fpeeches of the divine providence, and of God’s lovmg care 
over his children, out of the Scriptures, as alfo by giving other good and profitable 
perfuafions, adding thereto his own chearful example, he To ftirred them up to' put 
on a good courage, and to acquit themfelves like men, to endure fome Ihort extremity ; 
to, have the fpeedieE comfort, and a little trouble to obtain the greater glory ; that' 
every man was thoroughly armed with willingnefs, and refolved to fee the uttermoft, 

• if it were poffible, of what good was to be done that way. 

The land in that part of America bearing farther out into the weft than we before 
imagined, we were nearer on it than we were aware, and yet the nearer ftill we came 
unto it, the more extremity of cold did feize upon us. The 5th day of June we were 
forced by contrary winds to run in with the Ihore, which we then firft defcried, and 
to call anchor in a bad bay, the beft road we could for the prefent meet with, where 
we were not without fome danger, by reafon of the many extreme gulls and flaws that 
beat upon us ; which if they ceafcd and were ftill at any time, immediately upon their 
intermilTion there followed moft vile, thick, and ftinking fogs, againft which ..the fea 
prevailed nothing, till the gufts of wind again removed them, which brought with them 
fuch extremity and violence when they came, that there was no dealing or refifting 
againft them. In this place was no abiding lor us, and to go further north the ex- 
tremity of the cold (which had now utterly difcouraged all our men) would not permit 
us, and the winds being diredly againft us, having once gotten us .under fail again, 
commanded us to the fouthward, whether we would or no ; from the height of forty- 
eight degrees, in which now we were, to thirty-eight degrees, we found the land by 
coafting it to be but low, and reafonably plain ; every hill (whereof we faw many, but 
none very high) though it were in June, and the fun in the neareft approach unto 
them, being covered with fnow. 

“ In thirty-eight degrees thirty minutes, we fell in with a convenient and fit har- 
bour, and June the 17th came to an anchor therein, where we continued to the 23d of 
July following •, during all which time, notwithftanding it was in the height of fummer, 
and fo near the fun, yet we were continually vifited with like nipping colds as we had 
felt before j infomuch, that if violent exercifes of our bodies, and bufy employment 
about our necelfary labours, had not fometimes compelled us to the contrary, we could 
very well have been contented to have 1 ept about us, ftill, our winter clothes ; yea, 
(had our neceflity fuffered us) to iiave lA'pt our beds ; neither could we at any time, 
in the whole fourteen days together, find the air fo clear as to*be able to take the 
height of fun or ftar. 

“ And here, having fo fit pccafion (notwithftanding it may feem to be befides the 
purpofe of^writing the hiftdry of this our voyage) we will a little more diligently in- 
quire into the caufes of the continuance of the extreme cold in thefe parts ; as alfo 
into the prdl^ilities or unlikelihoods of a paflTage to be found that way.. Neither wa.s 
it (a|8, hath Jwmerly been touched) the tendernefs of our bodies coiding fo lately our 
of ^e. heat, whereby the pores were opened, that made us fo feiilible of the colds we 
hire' felt. In this refpeft, as in many others, we found our God a provident father 
and careful phyfician to us ; we lacked no outward helps nor inward comforts to re- 
ftorel a^fortify nature, had it been decayed or weakened in us ; neither was there 
wantibi^iplc) us the great experience of our general, who had often himfelf proved the 
• 10 force 
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force of the burning zone, whofe advice always prevailed much to the preferving of a 
moderate temper in our cohftitutions ; fo that even after our departure from the heat, 
we always found our bodies not as fponges, but ftrong and hard, more able to bear 
out cold, though we came our of excefs of heat, than a number of chamber-compa- 
nions could have been, who lie on their feather-beds till they go to fea, or rather, 
whofe teeth in a temperate air do beat in their heads at a cup of cold lack and fugar 
by the fire. 

“ And that it was not our tendernefs, but the very extremity of the cold itfelf, that 
cau'fed this fenfiblenefs in us, may the rather appear in that theilnatural inhabitants 
of the place (with whom wc had for a long feafon familiar intcrcourfe, as is to be 
related) who had never been acquainted with fuch heat, to whom the country air 
and climate was proper, and in whom cullom of cold was as it were a fecond nature, 
yet ufed to come fliivering to us in their w'arm furs, crouding clofe together, body 
to body, to receive heat, one of another, and flieltering themfelves under a lee bank, 
if it v/ere poffible ; and as often as they could, labouring to ihroud themfelves under 
our garment? to keep them warm : befides, how unhandfome and deformed appeared 
the face of the earth itfelf, Ihewing trees without leaves, and the ground without 
greennefs in thofe months of June and July ? the poor birds and fowls not daring 
(as we ‘had great experience to obferve it) fo much as once to rife from their nefts 
after the firit egg laid, till it, with all the reft, be hatched and brought to fome 
»ftrength of nature able to lielp itfelf. Only this recompence has nature afforded 
them, that the heat of their own bodies being exceeding great, it perfedeth the 
creature with great expedition, and in fliorter time than is to be found in any other 
places. As for the caufes of this extremity, they feem not to be fo deeply hidden, but 
that they may, at leaf! in part, be guefl'ed at ; the chiefeft of which we conceive to^be 
the large Ipreading of the Afian and American continents, which (fomewhat northward 
of thelc parts) if they be not fully joined, yet feem they to come very near one to the 
other j from whofe high and fnow-covered mountains the north and north-weft winds 
(the conftant vifitants of thefc coalts) fend abroad their frozen nymphs to the infefHng 
of the whole air with this infufferai)le fharpnefs ; not permitting the fun, no not in the 
pride of his hejt, to diffolve that congealed matter and fnow which they have breathed 
out fo nigh the fun, and fo many degrees diftant from themfelves. And that the north 
and north-weft winds are here conftant in June and July, as the north wind is alone in 
Auguft and September, we not only found it by our own experience, but were fully 
confirmed in the opinion thereof by continual obfervations of the Spaniards. 

“ Hence comes the fqualidnefs and barrennefs of the country ; hence comes it, that 
in the midft of thei^fommer the fnow hardfy depilrteth even from their doors, but 
is never taken away from their hills at all ; hence come thofe thick mifts and moft 
ftinking fogs, which increafe fo much the more by how much higher the pole is raifed, 
wherein a blind pilot is as good as the bell direftor of a courfe ; for the fun ftriving 
to perform his natural office in elevating the vapours out of thefe inferior bodies, 
draws nqceffarily abundance of moifture out of the fea ; but the nippmg cold (from 
the former eauf^s) meeting and oppofmg the fun’s endeavours, force^him to give 
over his work imperfeft, and, inftead of higher elevation, to leave,^-‘ift, the kiweft 
regions wandering upon the face of the earth and waters, as it were a fecond fea, 
through whiclj its own beams cannot poffible pierce, unlefs fometimes when the fudden 
violence of the winds doth help to fcatter and break through it, which thing hap- 
peneth very feldom, and when it happeneth is of no continuance. Some of our 
mariners in this voyage had formerly been at Wardhoufe, in feventy-two degrees of 
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north latitude, who yet affirmed thdt they felt no fuch nipping cold there in the entf of 
fummer, when they departed thence, as they did now in thefe hotteft months of 
June and July. And alfo from thefe reafons we conjefture, that either there is no 
paffiage at all through thofe northern eoafts (which is moll likely) or, if there be, yet it 
is tmnavigable. Add hereunto, that though we fearched the coaft diligently, even un- 
to the forty-eighth degree, yet found we not the land to trend fo much as one point, in 
any place, towards the eaft, but rather running on continually north-weft, as if it went 
direftly to meet with Afia ; and even in that height, when we had a frank wind to have 
carried us through'i'jhad there been a paffage, yet we had a fmooth and calm fea, with 
ordinary flowing and reflowing, which could not have been, had there been an opening, 
of which we rather infallibly concluded than conjectured that there was none.’* 

This Ihews us clearly Mr. Fletcher’s opinion, and he gives us likewife a very laTge 
and full, to fay the truth, a very tedious and trifling, account of their landing and flay 
here ; of their being taken for gods by the natives, and oj^. their attempting to offer 
facrifices to them, with which I fuppofe, the reader will eafily difpenfe ; but after this 
he comes to the point, and tells us that thefe people behaved extremely well during 
their ftay; and that their king, in teftimony of his refpeft for, and fubmillion 
to Captain Drake, prefented him with the enfigns of his regal dignity ; which he 
received as a refignation of his kingdom to the Queen his miftrefs, in whole name, 
and on whofe behalf, he took poffcflion of it, and let up a wooden crofs, with a brafs 
plate and a proper infcription in teftimony thereof. This country he called New Albion,' 
and this for two reafons ; the firll was, becaufe of its \vhite cliffs ; the other, that it 
might have fome affinity, as Mr. Fletcher exprefles it, in name with our own country, 
which was fome time fo called. 

He afterwards acknowledges, that upon taking a view of the inland parts, they found 
them very rich and fertile, contrary to their cxpcdlations ; but as to the people, he al- 
lows, that both on the coaft and within land, their behaviour w'as perfecfly uniform, 
and they had no reafon to complain of them, but rather to commend and applaud 
them. It is very true that Mr. Fletcher’s account of Sir Francis Drake’s voyage is 
by much the largeft, but I am far from efteeming it the bell : I inferted fo long a 
paflage from it, that the reader might be able to judge of his perfqrmance as well 
as my fentiments. Fie has given us a very extraordinary defeription of the excelfive 
cold they met with both at fea and on Ihore, and difeourfes on it more largely, 
to Ihew his capacity and judgment ; yet I do not find that experience has at all con- 
firmed this, as the reader will perceive by turning to the other voyages of Candifh, 
and thofe who followed him, and who went to California as w'ell as Sir Francis 
Drake. • * ,, 

I mention this the rather, becaufe Candifh was there fo foon after Sir Francis 
Drake ; for I find by the original account of his expedition, that he was there in No- 
vember 1587, but do not find that he faid one word of its being cold; and though 
it may be . objected, that he was in the fouthern part of California only, yet the 
difference is fo inconfiderable, that it is impollible to reconcile the two .accounts, 
fuppofing th^ both to be exad:. Again, in Sir Francis Drake’s voyage, printed 
by Hackluit^it is only faid, that in the latitude of forty-two degrees, the men were 
exiMmely pinched with cold ; and finding it increafe .as they failed farther north, it 
wM.fefolved to alter their courfe, and ftand in for the land more to th^ fouth ; where 
they found a good bay, and a very gentle, friendly, and honeft people ; yet the truth of 
the raat|j^ jjs, that the Spaniards had, thirty feven years before, failed along this coaft 
to they^ghtn of forty-four degrees, as far as Cape Mendocino ; and they afterwards 
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dilcovered Cape Blanco beyond that, which is a plain proof that the cold is not fo in- 
tolerable as Mr. Fletcher Would make it. But the reid defign of all his remarlb is, to 
difcourage all hopes of finding a paflage this way into the North Seas, which however 
was not Sir Francis Drake’s opinion, if we may creJlit what other writers told us ; 
and indeed fo many abfurdities have been difcovered in Mr. Fletcher ’s’defcription of 
New, Albion, that Father Charlevoix makes no fcruple of calling it a febulous country, 
and from hence takes occafion to make fome reflexions upon Sir Francis Drake, which 
that gentleman did not at all defervc. 

But to Ihew the reader the true defign of dwelling fo longf upon this fubjeX 1 
mull obferve that his account difcredits Drake’s difcovery extremely, whichmot only 
turns to the prejudice of that great man’s ^hara^er, but may likewife prove difad- 
vantageous to this nation, by giving them a very mean opinion of what ought to be 
confidered as a very noble acquifition. The difcovery, as I conceive, confilled chiefly 
in his marching up into the country, which before that time it is probable, the Spani- 
ards had never done ; and with rcfped to our title to this country, I conceive it to 
arife from the good-will and voluntary fubmillion of the people, faXs as well proved 
as in the nature of things we can expeX, and which certainly give us as good (if not a 
better) claim to New Albion, as the Spaniards can Ihew for any part of their poueflions. 

The c*Ountry too, if we might depend upon what Sir Francis Drhke or his chap- 
lain fays, may appear worth the feeking and the keeping, fince they alfert that the land 
<s fo rich in gold and filver, that upon the flighteft turning it up with a Ipade or 
pick-ax, thofe rich metals plainly appear mixed with the mould. It may be ob- 
joXed that this looks a little fabulous.; but to this two fatisfadlory anfwers may be 
given ; the fir/t is, that later difcoveries on the fame coaft confirm the truth of it, 
which, for any thing I can fee, ought to put the faX out of quellion ; but if any 
doubts Ihould remain, my fecond anfwer will overturn thefe. For I lay next, that 
the country of New Mexico lies direXly behind New Albion, on the other fide of a 
narrow bay, and in that country are the mines of Santo Fe, which are allowed to be the 
richefl. filver mines in North America : here then is a very valuable country, to which 
we have a very fair title. 

But perhaps it may be alked, how lhall we come at it, fince, as things Hand at 
pr^fent, it feems to be the country in the world moll out of our reach ? But if 
it had been lb, I would not tave given myfelf or the reader fo much trouble about it ; 
and therefore I am next to tell him, that if Mr. Arthur Dobbs’s expedition for difccK 
vering a north-well paflage fucceeds. New Albion will be a country very much within 
our reach, and I dare fay, prove to the full as habitable as the coalt of Hudfon’s Bay ; 
and therefore I hope that this example will fully Ihew the ufe and value of good col- 
leXdons of voyages, bccaufe it is impoflible to forefee all the advantages that may 
arife from any difcovery or fettlement at once, nor is it eafy to pronounce, that any 
difcovery, how unpromifing foever in its firfl: appearance, is abfolutely ufelefs, and 
not worth minding. 

This is a caution of a very ferious nature, fince there is nothing eafier than for men 
of quick wits and , tolerable learning in other refpeXs, to ridicule voyages to cold, 
barren, defart countries, and to reprefent that as folly and madnefs, wich is in 
truth a molt noble kind of public fpirit, which if pulhed ftill farther than it has 
ever been would* be attended with confequences of ftill greater advantage to mankmd, 
than thofe that have flowed from it already ; and yet thefe have been very beneficial 
to this and other nations, as any judicious man will very eafily and clearly dif- 

cem. 



msco\TEnrES and seTTI.ements 


ijr.l 

cern, by coihpariivg the ftate of ^hofe nations, before they addifl:ed theipfelves to 
commerce, and fmce they have reaped the profits of*' it. # 

II. We have already Ihewn the right this nation Ijas to Newfoundfand ; which 
is an' ifland pf a triangular figure,* about the fize of Ireland ; and according to 
the comffutation that can be made, about eight or nine hundred leagues in cir- 
cumference: on the north it is feparated from the continent by the narrow Hreights,of , 
Bellilic ; on the t^eft it has the Bay of St. Laurence ; on the fouth Cape Breton and 
the banks ; and on the eaft it has the ocean. It lies about fix hundred leagues from 
the Land’s-end in England, and the great bank is generally looked upon as half way 
to Virginia. There is no country in the world better furnifiied with harbours, and it 
is abundantly fupplied with frefh water. . The climate is very hot in fummer, and very 
cold in winter, fo that the fnow lies upon the ground for four or five months at leaft. 
This is the belt account that we are able to give with certainty about it ; for if we 
read the different relations written of this country, by perfons who ought to have been 
bell acquainted with it, we ffiall find them fo oppofite and contradidory, that it will 
be very hard to judge front them, whether it be one of the bell or worft countries 
in the world. 

Blit by confidering the views with which thefe feveral accounts were written, and 
adverting to the” fituation of this country, between forty-feven and fifty-twO degrees 
of fiorthem latitude, w'c may be eafily perfuaded that it is no paradife ; and yet it 
is more to the fouth than our own ifland ; but lying off' a continent very little better 
than frozen, the winds which blow over muff bring along with them weather very 
different from ours. It is however, very certain, that filberds, ftrawberries, fome 
kinds of cherries, and other fuch-like I'ruits grow here ; and* though corn and 
hay fucceed but indifferently, yet there is great plenty of venifon, wild-fowl and 
filh ; fo that with dry food in plenty from Europe, people may live here very com- 
fortably even in winter, fince the country produces fuel of feveral kinds in abundance. 

The great advantage, however refulting from our poffeflion of the place never de- 
pended much upon its produce ; fo far from it that one of the belt writers upon 
the trade of this nation gave his opinion clearly, that it was more for our intereft 
there fhould be no fettlements upon it at all ; which, in my judgment, he has 
by unanfwerable arguments made good ; but the value of Newfoundland to fhis 
crown and country refults from the filhery upon its foafts, and upon the banks 
near it, which has been and ftill is, of ineffiinable benefit, for rCafons that fliall 
be prefently given. It is very certain, that we did not profecute our difeoveries in 
and about this ifland, or attend to the advantages that might be made from the 
filheryj, in many years after Cabot had taken poffeffion of it ; but I do not how- 
ever believe, that we ever left or deferred it, as fome writers would have us believe, 
and that we did not claim it again till the reign of Queen Elizabeth. I am, on the 
contrary,. perfuaded, that fbme of our fifliing vefl'els reforted yearly to this coaft, though 
perhaps hbt many ; and this for two reafons ; firft, becaufe the unfettled ftate of our 
affairs kept the belt part of our feamen one way or other in the public fervice ; and 
next, bec^e we had a great fifliery, at that time, on the coaft of Jeetod. 

'^Bptthat we really kept poffeflion of the Newfoundland filhery all that time, may, I 
t^k, be undeniably proved by two arguments likewife : the one taken -from the aft 
pf parliament before-mentioned, in the fecond year of the reign of Edward the Sixth, 
would have been needlefs, if this filhery had not fubfifted; and the other from 
the ^Qunt given us of the, ftate of this . filhery in 1578, by Mr. Parkhurft, which 
’ is 
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Is ve^ cuiipus, Slid yet little |aken notice of. He us, that in this year there were 
about fifty fail of Englilh flypi employed upon that coaft j^but he tells us likewife,- that 
there were one hundred fail of Spaniards, befides twenty or thirty iail of Bifcayneers, 
fifty of Portuguefe, and one hundred and fifty French, He adds another circumftance, 
which is ftill more to our purpofe j and it is this, that wherever the Englilh filhed, 
they were reputed lords of the harbour, and exercifed an authority over other 
: nations, by making ufe of their boats when they had occafion for them ; which 
makes it plain to me,‘ that v'e conftantly kept up our title, for otherwife it is ini- 
poflible to give any reafon why we Ihould have exercifed this dominion where we 
were fo far from being the moft powerful. An immemorial cuftom was foun- 
dation enough for fuch a practice, and nothing but this could be efteemed fo. 

He tells us alfo, that our own ftiips were the llrongcft, largeft, and bell equipped ; 
and that by this means, we protefted our own trade and the trade of other nations, 
which is a confirmation of what 1 have obferved ; he fays, that next to ours the Spani- 
ards were the b(;ll equipped, and he computes the tonnage of thefe veffels at about fix 
thoufand, and the French at about feven thoufanc! ton ; but the Portuguefe, he fays, 
were the word equipped of all. As for the Bifcayneers they v ere chiefly employed in 
whale-fifliing, and in making train-oil. The great confequence of this trade tq^ our 
nation arcife from lienee ; that in the firft place, it raifed a vaft number of feamen, 
and thofe the bed and abled that were any where bred, fo that, even at this time, there 
cnuld not be fewer than two thouland employed therein. Next, it gave bread to a vad 
number cd manufadurers and mechanics, fuch as Ihip and boat builders, &c. 'Ehirdly, 
,it produced a great deal of money from the fale of the filh. Fourthly, ahnod all the 
provifions coniumed in Newfoundland, fuch as bread, beef, pork, butter, cheefe, 
linen, and woollen cloths, nets, hooks, and lints, were all furniflied from England; 
to which we may add, that thefe vefl’els being fitted out in March and returning in Sep- 
tember, they not only brought home a number of people full of money, which they 
fpent in England, but they alfo left us a certain proportion of dout able feamen, frelh 
men going out in their room, and becoming in a voyage or two as good mariners 
as thcmfelves. • 

Thus it clearly .appears, how this bleak, barren, and inhofpitable country came to be 
of fuch confequence ; which was very foon dilcerned by the wife miniltry of Queen 
Elizabeth, towards the dole of wliofe reign it grew to fuch a height that we employed 
yearly two hundred fail and upwards of fififing veflels, and on board them upwards 
of eight thoufand feamen, a clear proof,pf the improvements that \Vere then made in 
the fpace of twenty years ; and which confirms, beyond quedion, w'hat I remarked at 
the clofe of the preceding paragraph, that all difeoveri^s arc of ufe, and every branch 
of navigation worth looking after, and keeping. If the reader confults other ac- 
counts of Newfoundland, within this period oi time, he w'ill fee that I have not been 
much aflilfed by them, but that I have let the fubject in a new light, from fads of 
which they have taken little or no notice. • 

But I come now to fpeak of thofe that are more generally known, and of tlie famgus 
patent of Sir Hompjlirey Gilbert, which is one of the fird of them. TlnVgentleman 
was a native of Devondiire, had a good fortune, was well allied, had a comp^ent know- 
ledge both of military and maritime affiiirs, and a generous defire to raife his prit^te 
fortune by tha^ purfuit of the public fervice. It was with this view that he reprrfented 
to Queen Elizabeth the expediency of fettling all thofe countries upon the tontinent of 
America, which had been formerly difeovered by John and Sebaftian Cabot, becaufe, 
otherwife, it was not at all unlikely that the French, who had often reviewed thefe 
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places, would be defirous of fupplfenting the Englilh, and becaufe it was very far from 
being improbable that thofe countries abounded with very rich minerals. Upon 
thefe fuggeftions very full letters patent were granted by the Queen to Sir H. Gilbert, 
his heirs and alTigns, with free lea-^Cy not only to difcover, but to plant and fettle, and 
even to fortify and build caftlcs, in any of thefe northern countries, not then in the 
poffeffion of any Chriftian Prince, with authority to govern fuch colonies, according to 
the known law's of the land, with feveral other claufes equally well contrived for fe- 
curing this grant from becoming any way injurious to the public. 

After obtaining this favour from the Queen, our worthy knight applied him- 
felf to his relations and friends, in order to frame a fociety capable of carrying this 
deftgn into execution ; and he met with fuch luccefs therein, that he thought himfelf 
very foon in a condition to undertake a voyage for this purpofe ; yet when it came 
to the point, things fell out very crofsly ; for fome of his aflbeiates began to form par- 
ticular projects inconfiftent with his general fcheme, and, others abfolutely failed in 
performing their (.‘ngagements ; which however did not hinder this gallant gentleman 
from putting to fea, with fucli of his friends as had ftiick clofe to their promifes ; 
but the voyage proved very unfortunate, and was attended with the lofs of one of his 
beft; Ihips, in which was Mr. Miles Morgan, whom he much efteemed, and feveral 
other perfons of worth and figure. This was a levere blow', which he w'as* the lefs 
able to fuftain, as having already fuffered extremely in his fortune, by the money 
he had been obliged to advance to fupply other men’s deficiencies ; and therefore he 
was conftrained to aflign part of his patent to other perfons, who were to make fet- 
tlements in the northern parts of America about the river of (htnada ; but thefe people 
proving likewife very dilatory, he found himfelf obliged 10 think of another ex- 
pedition, in perfon ; becaufe his patent was to expire, if wdthin the fpace of fix years 
he had not atfually gained poflefiions under it. 

In the fpring of the year 1583 he had again brought this defign into fome order, 
and to furnifh the neceflary cxpences thereof he was obliged to fell his eflate, though 
he had great afliftange from his friends ; and feveral gentli-men of rank and fortune 
agreed to go with him in perfon ; with this view a fmall Iquadron was fitted out, con- 
fifting of the following vefiels, viz. the Delight (or George), of one hundred and 
twenty tons, admiral, in which went Sir Huniplirey hunfelf as general, William 
Winter captain and part owmer, 'and Ricard Clark, mailer ; the bark Raleigh, fitted 
out by Mr. Walter Raleigh, of two hundred tons, vice-admiral, Mr. Butler captain, 
and Robert Davis of Briltol, mailer ; the Golden Hind, of forty tons, rear-admiral, 
capt. Kdward Jlayes, commander and o./ner, and William Cox or Limehoufe, mailer ; 
the Swallow of lorty tons, Maurice Brown, captain ; the Squirrel of ten tons, Wil- 
liam Andrews, captain, and one Cade, mailer. In all thefe vefl'els were fhipped about 
two hundred and fixty men, among w'hoin were many Ihipw rights, mafons, carpenters, 
fmiths, miner.®, and refiners. Ihe refolution of the proprietors was, that the fleet 
fliould begin its courfe northerly, and follow as direftly as they could the trade- w'ay 
to Newfoundland, from whence, after having refrellied and fupplied thcmfelves witli 
all neceffaries, their intent was to proceed into the fouth, and not to pais by any river 
or bay, wmch, in all that large traft of land, ftiould appear worthy their looking into ; 
Aey likewife agreed upon the manner of their cour/e, and the orders to be obferved 
in their voyage, which were delivered to the captains 'and mailers of every Ihip in 
writing. 

Thfi nth of June thcy.fet fail from Caufet Bay, near Plymouth ; but, on the 13th, 
their large Ihip the Raleigh, under pretence that hbr captain and a great number ol 
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her men were fuddenly taken ill of a contagious dlfeafe, left the fleet and returned to 
Plymouth ; fome fay in great diftrefs, but others, that it was done with a defign to 
break the voyage. After hpr departure the Golfaen Hind fucceeded her in place as 
vice-admiral. The 30th of July they had the firft light of land, as they computed it 
about fifty-one degrees, but with fuch foggy weather, that they could not pollibly per- 
ceive, the land, nor take the fun’s height : from thence they followed the coall to the 
fouth, with clear weather, till they came to the ifland called Baccalaos ; here they 
met with the Swallow, which had been feparated from them in the fog, but wiae 
furprized to fee her men in a different garb fnjm what they had on when they left 
them ; upon inquiry they found they had met a Newlander filhing bark returning 
homewards, which they had rifled of tackle, fails, ctiblcs and provifions, and the men 
of their apparel. Continuing the fame courfe foiithward, they came the faino day, being 
the 3d of Auguft, to the harbour of ,St. John, where they found the Squirrel, u hich 
had likewil'e been feparated from them, riding at anchor at the mouth of the harbour, 
having been refufed entrance by the veflcls which were iiihing within, to the num 
her of thirty-fix lail of all* nations. Sir Humphrey was preparing to make good his 
paffage by force of arms ; but having firft fent in his boat to inform the maffers of the 
lifliing barks, that he had a commillion from the Queen to lake pofl'effion of thefe 
lands for the crown of England, they were fatisfieil, and fubmitti’d to the levying a 
tax of pnivifions from each fhip, for fupplying the wants of Sir Humphrey’s fmall 
dqiiadron. Going into the harbour, the admirars ftiip was by the careleflhefs of the men 
run upon a rock, which lay vifible above water ; but, by the afliftance of the fifher- 
men’s boats, ftie was got oft' again, with little or no damage. 

On the 4th Sir* Humphrey, wdiom they called the general, and his company were 
conducted on fhore by the mailers of the Englilh fiflting t efl'cls, and their owners or 
merchants who w'cre with them. On the 5th the general, having caufed a tent to be 
let up view of all the fhips in the harbour, to the number of between thirty and forty 
fail, and being accompanied by all his captains, mailers, gentlemen, and foldiers, fuin- 
monotl all the merchants and mailers, both I'.nglilh and I'oreigners, to be prefent at his 
faking a ibnnal and folemn poflellion of ihele lerntoric;,- fb'ing affenibled, he caufed 
his commillion, , under the great feal of England, to be .-peuiy leud before them, and 
to be interpreted to thofe who wore ftraiigers to the Engiilh longue. 

By virtue of this commiflion, he declared that he took poflellion of the Ivirbour of 
St. John, and two hundred’leagues every nay, invelled Her Maji’fty witli th' title and 
dignity thereof j and having had (according to cuftom) a rod, and turf iff I delivered 
to him, entered poflellion alfo for himfoll, his heirs and alTigns, for evf > He j gnified to 
thofe who were prelent, and through them t’o all rficn, that from thenceforw'ard they 
fhould look upon thofe territories as appertaining to the Queen of England, and himfelf, 
authorized under Her Majefty to pollefs and enjoy them, wirli power to ordain laws for 
the government thereof, agreeable (as near as conveniently coidd l a ) to the laws of Eng- 
land ; under which, all people coming thither foi llie futur^, eitlier to inhabit, or by way 
of iraftic, fhould fubmil and he governed. Some writers have attributed all this folcmnity, 
which, however, w.as atiendcd with many other ceremonies, to a high degree of vanity 
in our Weft-country, knight, and have ridiculed feverely his pretences to improve the 
trade of this kingdom and enlarge the Queen’s dominions, by cutting a turf ; in which, 
however, thyy hijure this poor Gentleman’s memory extremely, and Ihew how little 
/ hey are qualified to give their readers a true account of things of this nature. 

'file plain reafon of Sir Humphrey’s conduct throughout this affair was his concern 
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for his grant, which was perpetual to him and his heirs, in cafe he took poflfeflion of 
any countries within fix years, and otherwife it was void : there were now but a few 
months to come- He had fold his ejdate in England, and it concerned him very nearly to 
fecure an eftate foinewhere elfe ; and therefore it was not from any principle of vanity, 
but rather of prudence and good oeconomy that he did this ; as appears by his grant- 
ing feveral parcels of land to perlons, who covenanted to pay a certain rent to him and 
his heirs, and to maintain pofleflion by thenifelves and their affigus. 

There now remained only to gather in the ttix of provifions granted by every 
Ihip which fiftied upon the coaft adjoining ; and while Ibme of the men were doing 
this, others were fet to repair and trim the (hips ; and the remainder the general 
fent to inquire into the commodities and fmgularities of the country, vt^hich were to 
be found by fea or land. I’hey found no inhabitants in the fouth parts, which pro- 
bably the natives had abandoned, upon their being lb much frequented by Europeans. 
In the north there were favages of a very harmlefs (.lifpofilioD ; among other inquiries, 
the general had, in a particular manner, recommended a fearch after metals. They 
had in their company a Saxon miner, who at firfi: broiiglit a fort of ore to the general, 
which had more the refemblance of iron tluin of an\ other nieial. Soon after he found 
another fort of ore, which he delivered with a fliew c>f great fatisfitdion to Sir Hum- 
phrey, and affured him, upon the peril ol' his life, that if filver was what ha and his 
companions fought, there it was, and tliey need feck no farther. We learn all tliefe 
circumftances from Captain Edward liaycs, who feems, by his writing, to have been, 
a very intelligent perfon ; and therefore ho uiquired very ftridly about this lilver mine, 
which procured him fuch an anfwer from the general, as Ihcwed that he was abfo- 
lutely fatisfied on that head ; and I mull own I fee no reafon to doubt there being 
filver mines in this country, fince we know they are generally found in cold climates, 
and in a hungry barren foil ; and, as to the northern fitiiation, we are certain that there 
are rich filver mines in New Mexico, a country not far to the fouthward of Newfound- 
land ; and filver ore has been found in Scotland, feveral degrees farther to the north 
than it is fuppofed to have been found here. 

But though Sir Humphrey was very well fatisfied with the account his Saxon 
gave him, yet he thought himfelf obliged to proceed in his difeoveries fouthward j 
for which, while he was providing, fome of his men fell fick, fome deferted, fomc 
died, and fome fell to plundering and piracy : in Ihort, the number of his people 
was fo lelTened, that ho was couftrained to leave the Swallow behind him. The 
captain of his admiral going home, Captain Brown of the Swallow took the com- 
mand of the admiral, and the c 'ptain .T the Squirrel deferring likewife the expe- 
dition, Sir Humphrey went on board that little velTel himfelf ; as thinking her the 
fitteft for obferving and difeovoring the coaft, becaufe flic could run into every creek, 
which a larger fliip could not do. All things being now ready, and plenty of pro- 
vifions of all forts being put on board, they failetl on the 20th of Augufl; from the 
harbour of St. John, with* three lliips, the Delight, the Golden Hind, and the 
Squirrel, and proper boats and pinnaces for difeovery. Before their departure they 
made an ex^ observation of St. John’s Harbour, aiul found it to be in/:he latitude of 
Ibrty-feven Agrees forty minutes north. 'J’he next night they i^ea'ched Cape Race, 
which is twenty-five leagues diftant ; and from thence. failed about eighty-feven leagues 
towards Cape Breton. 

All this time they had the wind indifferently good, but never could get fight Df 
the land, being hindered hy the currents j at lafl they unhappily fell into thofe flats 
and fhoals in vmch mofl of them perifhed. On thb 27th the general ordered his 
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mm in the frigate to found, and found thirty-fife fethom white fand, in the latitude 
of forty-four degrees. The wind coming fouth, the next evening they bore in with 
the land, all the night weft gorth-weft, contrary tel the advice of Mr. Cox, mafter of 
the Golden Hind. On the 29th the wind blew •venemently at fouth and by eaft, with 
rain, and fo thick a mill, that they could not fee a cable’s length before them. Early 
in thp morning they found themfelves in the midft of ftioals and fands, among which 
they found fometimes deep, fometimes flioal water, every three or four (hip’s length. 
After they began to found, a figibl was immediately given to the Delight to caft 
about to the feaward, but it was too late ; for (he ftruck immediately, and her 
ftern and hind-quarters prefently beat to pieces. Upon which the Golden Hind and 
the frigate c 3 ft about eaft fouth-eaft, bearing to the fouth, which carried them to the 
feaward, and with much difficulty got clear of the flioals. 

In the Delight pcriflied Captain Maurice Brown, with near one hundred perfons : 
the captain might probalily have faved his life, if he would have left the fliip when 
file firll ftruck, but he would not be the firft to fet an ill example. In the mean 
time fourteen perfons leaped into a fmall pinnace of a ton and a half burden, no 
bigger than a Thames barge. They looked out fome time for the captain, but not 
feeing him took in Mr. Clark, the mafter of the Delight, and one more : being 
now fifteen in number, they cut the rope and committed themfelves to the mercy 
of the waves, .without any provifions, or a drop of frefh w'ater, and nothing to work 
•with but one fingle oar. The boat feeming to be over-loaded, one Edward Headly, 
thinking it was better for fome to perilh than all, propofed to caft lots, and that four 
of the number, upon whom the lot might fall, fhould be thrown over-board to 
lighten the boat ? but he was over-ruled by Mr. Clark ; who, though it was pro- 
pofed that he fhould be excepted from the number, perfuaded his comrades rather to 
fubmit to Providence. The boat was driven before the wind fix days and fix nights, 
during w'hich time thefe poor wretches had no other fufteiiance than their own urine, 
and fome weeds which fwam on the furface of the water ; and in this extremity of 
cold, wet, hunger, and third, only Headly and one more peri/lied the fifth day ; 
but the other fourteen lived till they were driven the feventh day on fhore, on the 
coaft of Newfoundland; whence they got in a French fhip to France, and fo to 
England, before the year’s end. During their feven days dangerous courfe they had 
the wind always at fouth, which faved their lives ; and it is very remarkable, foat 
in half an hour after they were on fhore it came about and blew full no’^th. 

* After the lofs of the admiral the men being generally difeouraged, and in want 
of necelTaries, Sir Humphrey Gilbert propofed returning to England, having, in his 
judgment, made difeoveries fufficient to procure afliftance enough for a new voyage 
in the fpring. His people, w'hen he made this propofal, were at firft a little backward, 
but, upon hearing his reafons, they fubmitted ; and, accoi ding to his advice, on the 
laft of Auguft they altered their courfe and returned back for England. On the 2d 
of September they paffed in fight of Cape Race, and had afterwards frequently very 
bad weather, with fuch high feas, that they in the Hind often expefted to fee the 
Squirrel fwallowed up ; notwithftanding which. Sir Humphrey would Ay no means 
be perfuaded to Ileave her. On the 9th, the ftorms and fwelling of the feas increafi 
ing, he was again preffed to leave the frigate, but his anfwer was, we are as near 
to heaven by JTea as by land.” About midnight the Squirrel bang a-head of the 
Golden Hind, her lights were at once extinguifhed, which thofe in the Hind feeing, 
cried out, « our general is loft !” and it was fuppofed fh« funk that inftant, for fhe 
was never more heard of. * 
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The Golden Hind arrived in faftty at Falmouth, on the 2 2d of September, more 
fortunate than her companions; not only as Ihe returned, but as Ihe loft but one 
man during the whole courfe of tnis unfortunate undertaking. Such was the end 
of this expedition, very difaftrous 10 its author ; who loft firft his fortune, and then 
his life, by it ; to which, if the fallies of fome diftcmpered men’s untimely wit could 
effeft it, we might add his reputation alfo. Yet to this expedition 1 make no fcruple 
of imputing all our fucceeding colonies in America ; and the grounds of this opi- 
nion of mine, which I muft confefs is new, I lay ddWn thus : 

.12. We have before fhewu that Sir Humphrey Gilbert was a man of great in- 
tereft and alliances : for, befidcs his eldcft brother Sir John Gilbert, and his younger 
brother Sir Adrian Gilbert, who were of .the whole blood, he was, by the mother’s 
fide, brother alfo to Sir Walter Raleigh, who had a great concern in this under- 
taking; and who is on good grounds allowed to have been one of thofe true, 
brave’, and fteady friends, who went to fea with him in his . hr(t attempt, which there 
is juft reafon to believe w'as in 1579. This great man, after Sir Humphrey Gilbert’s 
mifearriage and lofs in his laft voyage, procured his patent to be renewed to him- 
felf, which was dated the 25th of March 15X4, and he refolved immediately to carry 
it into execution ; to which purpofe he made choice of two very able fea officers. 
Captain Philip Ar.iadas, and Captain Arthur Burlow ; who, in two fmall barks fit 
for difeovery, failed from the w'dl of England upon the 27th of April following, 
fhaping their courfe for the Canaries, which they paffed on the loth of June, and' 
proceeding from thence to the iflands of America, they crofl’ed the gulph of Mexico, 
and foon after difeovered the coaft of Florida. Some authors who have written of 
this expedition, and w'ho are pleafed to fpeak in very high terms of Sir Walter 
Raleigh’s fkill in maritime affairs, venture neverthelefs to affirm, that the perfons 
he employed were fo ignorant of navigation, that, by the computation of able fea- 
men, they went above two thoufand leagues out of their way ; but as T am very well 
falisfied they purfued Sir Walter’s inftruftions, fo I cannot help thinking this imputa- 
tion of ignorance ought to be wiped away ; and this may be very eafily done, by 
ihewing the true caufe why this great and knowing feaman directed this courfe : he 
had obferved that all the attempts hitherto had failed, by the adventurers purl’uing 
their difcoverics from the north, which was one reafon why he chofe another rout ; 
beftdes which, he had a better and flronger motive ; for, confidering all the lands on 
the continent of America from the laft fettlemcnts of the Spaniards to fixty degrees 
north, as lying within his grant, ho verv prudently chofe to fettle thofe firft, which* 
lay neareft thofe Spanifh fettlemc its ; .ind this w'as the clear and certain caufe of his 
dircfltng his fervants to take this courfe ; which was fo far from being a proof of their 
ignorance, that it is a full and fair teftimony of their mafter’s extenfive knitwledge. 

It was on the 2d of July they fell in with the coaft of Florida, in fhoal water, 
where they fmelled a moft delightful odour, as if they had been in the midft of a 
garden, abounding with the moft fragrant flowers, by which they fuppofed they were 
near, though they faw no land. On the 4lh they difeovered the continent, and failed 
i^itr the c^ft forty leagues, pll they came on the 13th to a river, where they an- 
forty-fe\ and, going on Ihore, took pofl'effion in right of the Queen, and for the ufe of 
which is iVotors. This place they afterwards foutid to be the iffand of Wokoken, on 
towards Caf the country fince called Virginia, in thirty-four degrees latitude ; and in 

All tins tl deer, rabbits, hares, fowls, vines, cedars, pines, lalTafras, cyprefs, and 
the land, bein^’he author ^of the hiftory of Virginia fays, they anchored at the inlet 
and Ihoals in wnicji-efent under' the government of North Carolina. They went to 
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the tops of the hills which were neareft the fliore.' from whence, though they were 
not high, they difcovered.the fea on all fides, and found it to be an ifland of twenty 
miles in length, and fix in brpdth. It was the thljd day before they faw any of the 
natives ; but then a little boat with three of them appeared : one of them going alhore, 
they rowed up to him, and he not only waited their coming without any figns of fear, 
but went on board, where they gave him a Ihirt and hat, with fome wine and meat, 
whiefi he expreffed a liking to. After he had, with a feeming fatisfa^tion, narrowly 
viewed the barks with all that were in them, he went in his own boat ip above a 
quarte»of a mile’s diftance, where he fillied, and in half an hour loaded his boat with 
filh, as deep as it could fwim, and came again to the point of land ; where, to Ihew his 
gratitude, he divided it into two parts ; and^ making figns that he defigned it for the 
two lliips equally, he departed. 

I'he natives from the continent, after this, repaired to their fiiips frequently, and ex- 
changed feveral forts of /kins, w hite coral, and fome pearls, for fome tin things, and 
other baubles of inconfiderable value. The very next day after they faw the three 
Indians, feveral boats appeared in view ; in one of which was the king of the coun- 
try’s brother, attended by forty or fifty men of a tolerable good appearance. They 
made him, and four of his chiefs, prefents of feveral toys, which he accepted of very 
kindly ;• but he took all himfelf, and gave them to underltand thaj none there had a 
right to any thing but himfelf ; two days afterwards they let him fee their merchim- 
.dixe, of which nothing feemed to pleafe him more than a pewter difli, for which 
he gave twenty deer ikins ; and, making a h«lc in the rim of it, hung it over his 
neck for a breaft-plate, making figns that it would defend him againfl; the enemies’ ar- 
rows. 'fhe next. thing he bought was a copper kettle, for which he gave fifty fkins. 
As long as he thought fit to traffic with them, none, but fuch as like him wore 
plates of gold or copper on their heads, were allowed either to buy or fell ; but as foon 
as they had done, every man had his liberty. They oft'ered very good exchange for 
hatchets, axes, and knives, and would have given any thing in truck for fwords ; but 
the Englilh would not part with any. The king’s brother came afieiwvards frequently 
on board, and would eat, drink, and be merry with them ; and once he brought 
his wife and children with him, who afterwards came frequently with their followers 
only. 

They often trufted tiic king’s brother with goods upon his w’ord, to bring the 
value at a certain time, which he never failed of doing. He had a ftrong inclina- 
tion to have a fuit of armour and a fword, which he faw in one of the ffiips ; and would 
have left a large box of pearls in pawn for them, but they refufed it ; that he might 
not know they fet a value upon tliem, till they ctxild difeover whence he got them. 
They undcr/tood from the natives, that their country, wffiich they found to be very 
fruitful and productive of all things, in fo very ffiort a time as is hardly credible, was 
called by the name of Wingandacoa, and their kiiig Wingina. When they went 
on fliore they were entertained with extraordinary civility, and once in particular by 
the king’s brother’s wife, at a little village in Roenocke. They were told of a 
great city wljere the king refided, fix days’ journey on the continent, which, how^- 
ever, they did nbt ^fee : they made no long flay, nor proceeded any farther on dif- 
covery, only juft to *the neighbouring parts, in their boats ; and, bemg fatisfied with 
what they had feen, returned to England about the middle of September, plcafed 
with the advantage they had made in this fhort and profperous voyage ; and, with the 
hopes of the future advantages they fliould make, efpeci^lly as they found all things 
here entirely ijew and furprifing^ 
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They gave a very advantageous account of mattersy by reprefenting the country 
fo delightful and defirable, fo pleafanty and abounding vdth all the necel^es of life ; 
the climate tmd air fo temper^, jgood and wholefomey die woods and foil fo charm- 
ing and fruitful, and all other thin^ lb agreeable, th^ Pafadife itfelf feemed to be .there 
in its native luftre. They gave particular accounts of the variety of good fruits, fome 
whereof they had never feen before; efpecially, that there were grapes in^fuch 
abundance as were never any where known ; ftately tall large oaks, and other tim- 
ber ; red cedar, cyprefs, pines, and other ever-greens and fweet woods, for tallnefs 
and Jargenefs exceeding all they had ever heard of. Wild fowl, deer. Mi, and other 
game, in fuch plenty and variety that no epicure could defire more than this new 
world feemed naturally to afford. To make it yet more defirable they reported, that 
the native Indians, who were then the only inhabitants, were fo affable, kind and 
good-natured ; fo traftable in learning trades and faihions ; fo innocent and ignorant 
in all manner of tricks and cunning, and fo defirous of the Englilh, that they ra- 
ther feemed ready to take any impreffion, than any ways like to oppofe the fettling of 
the Englilh near them. 

Upon this fair reprefentation of the effefts of their voyage, and of the noble dif- 
covery that had attended it. Queen Elizabeth was pleafed to promife what aililtance 
it lliould be neceffary for the crown to give for promoting and perfeding tliis fettle- 
nient ; and Ihe was likewife pleafed to bellow the name of Virginia upon this new- 
found country ; but whether, as is commonly believed, in regard to its being dif- 
covered under a virgin Queen, or in ailufion to the uncorrupted Hate of the land and 
its inhabitants, is a queftiou I will not pretend to decide ; but perhaps the former was 
the lenfe impofed by Sir Walter, the completeft courtier, lhall I fay, or rather the 
completed: man of his time ; and the latter the fenfe in which the Queen w'ould have 
had it underftood : but however that matter be, we mull not confound the Virginia of 
Sir Walter Raleigh with the province now fo called ; for, without all quellion, it was 
in thofe days a very different thing, and comprehended the whole country claimed by 
the crown of England, from the Ibuthern limits of the new province of Georgia, to the 
utmoll extent of our difeoveries northwards, agreeable to the two patents granted to Sir 
Humphrey Gilbert, and to his brother Sir W^ter Raleigh. 

It was not long before the proprietor refolved to fit out a much more confiderable 
fleet than had hitherto been employed in fuch undertakings, that fomething might be 
done worthy of the nation, on whofe behalf this fettlement was to be made, of the 
powerful Queen who had protefled it, and of himfelf, who was the author and patron 
of this fcheme ; Sir Walter intended ' o have commanded in this expedition himfelf, 
and to have carried with him a Sufficient number of forces to have completed this 
defign of making a fettlement there ; but being at that time jealous that h» abfence 
might be prejudicial to his intereft at court, which the earl of Leicefter fought all oc- 
cafions to leffen, he committed the conduft of this fecond enterprize to his ueutenant. 
Sir Richard Greenville ; who, on the 8th of April, fet fail from Plymouth with feven 
fliips fitted out by the company, of which himfelf and feveral gentlemen were mem- 
bers ; and this company was the firfl of that kind that was eflablifhed in Europe : 
thefe King J^es incorjporated, by the name of the Governor and Company of the 
Weft IntUes; which, for their mal-adminiftration, was diffolved by his fon King 
cWies I. r ^ 

On the 26th of June, 1585, Sir Richard Greenville anchored at Wokoken, and 
in Auguft following they began to plant on the ifland of Roenocke, five miles ^ftant 
from the confinent, where Sir Richard 'landed one hundred and eight nien, under 
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Governor Ralph Lane, and Captain Philip Amada?, who was conftituted admiral of 
the new colony, though I do not find he had fo much as a bark left with him. 

Sir Richard did not remai^ above three wedks Bonger in thofe feas ; but having 
made fome difcoveries to the fouthward, and having traded with the Indians for Ikins, 
furs, pearls, and other commodities, he failed on the 25th of Augaft on his return to 
England, in which he took a very rich prize ; fo that this voyage appeared to the 
eydfe of the nation no lefs profperous than the former, and the new Virginia com- 
pany began to entertain very fanguine hopes of their undertaking. Let us now return 
to the firft planters in Virginia, and give an account of what happened to the firft 
colony the EnglUh eftablilhed there, or in any part of America. Sir Richard Green- 
ville wavS no fooner failed, than the people^ whom he left behind applied themfelves 
with diligence to w'hat had been recommended to them by Sir Walter Raleigh, which 
was the difcovering the continent, and with this view they travelled eighty miles fouth, 
and one hundred and thirt.y north from that part of the main oppofite to their ifland ; 
but in thefe expeditions, venturing indil’creetly too high up the rivers, and too far into 
the country, the Indian governors grew jealous of their defigns, and began firft to be 
weary of their company, and then to cut oft' their ftragglers when they fell into their 
hands ; and they alfo formed a confpiracy to deftroy the reft, but were happily pre- 
vented. * , 

I'he journals of the colony’s proceedings were duly entered, and afterwards de- 
livered to the company in England, who were not fo careful as they fhould have 
been to fend them fupplies of provifions, and the Englifli, not underftanding the nature 
of the climatt!, neglected to gather food in feafon as the Indians did, by which means 
they were reduced to great ftreights. 'i'he natives never after kept faith with them, 
but watched all opportunities to cut them oft'. And as this obliged them to be more 
wary in their euterprizes on the main, fo it hindered them from having any fupply from 
thence ; however, they endured all with incredible refolution, and extended their dif- 
coveries near a hundred miles along the fea-coafts. They kept the Indians in awe by 
threateniTig them with the return of their companions and the reinforcement of men j 
hut no fhips coming from England in all that winter, nor in the fpring following, nor 
in fummt r, they dcfpaired of being able to fupport themfelves any longer, the natives 
beginning to delpife them, w'hen they faw them as it were abandoned by their coun- 
trymen ; and the Englifh expected every day to be facrificed to their cruelty. In 
this diftrefs their chief employment was to look out to fea, in hopes of finding fome 
means of efcape, or recruit ; and, when they were almoft fpent with w;mt and watch- 
ing, hunger and cold, in Auguft they difeovered Sir Francis Drake’s fleet, who was re- 
turning from an expedition againft the Spaniards in North America, and had been 
commanded by the Queen to vifit this plantation in his way, and fee wRat encourage- 
ment or afliftance they wanted. 

The fight of Sir Francis’s fleet was moft joyful to thefe poor people : their firft 
petition to him, was to grant them a fupply of men and provifions, with a fmall Ihip 
or bark to attend them, that, in cafe they could not maintain themfelves where they 
were, they might embark in it for England. Sir Francis granted their^requeft ; and 
they fet all han^s to work to fit the fhip lie had given them, and fufnifh her with 
all manner of ftores for a long.ftay ; but a ftorm arifing, which drove the velfel from 
her anchor to fea, and the fhip fuffering fo much in it that fhe was not fit for their ufe, 
they were fo difeouraged, that, notwithftanding Sir Fnmeis offered them another ftiip, 
they were afraid to ftay, and earr.ellly intreated him to take them with him, which he 
did ; and this put an end to thd firft fettlement. 
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It was not at all owing to any negligence in Sir Walter Raleigh that this misfortune 
happened ; for he continually prel^ the company to reflefl: on the necellity of fup- 
porting the colony in time, and fo mlicitous he was in this bufmefs, that, finding the 
.fleet which was preparing under the command of Sir Richard Greenville went on but 
flowly, he propofed that the firft Ihip that was completely manned and equipped, fhould 
be fent, without flaying for the refl, which was done ; but when flie arrived at the 
ifland Roenocke, flie found it deferted. A few days after came Sir Richard Green- 
ville with his fquadron of three fmall vefleLs, and found not a man upon the place, 
to^ his great difappointment ; however, he refolved to fettle again, and therefore left 
behind him fifty men, with direilions to build a houfe, or rather fort, for their own 
fecurity, furniftiing them befidcs with all neceflaries for two years, and giving them the 
flrongeft aflurances, that they fliould be conftantly and regularly fupplied. 

This fecond colony had no better fortune thait the lirft, for the Indians, taking 
advantage of the fmallnefs of their number, and the difficulties they had to ftrugglc 
with, attacked, and cut them off ; fo that when Mr. John White came thither witii 
three fliips and confiderable fupplies, on the 22d of June, '1587, he found their fort 
demolifhed, fome huts they had erefted near it deftroyed, and not far from them the 
bones of a dead man. In all thefe revolutions Manteo, the Indian, remained firm to 
the Englilh interel?:, and it was from his information that Mr. White learned what was 
become of this laft colony. 

The misfortunes that had attended thefe two fettleinents, would certainly have dif- 
couraged a man of lefs conftancy and fortitude than Mr. White ; but he had a com- 
miflion to be governor, and Sir Walter had ftrongly recomntended to him the keeping 
pofleflion of the place. He therefore erefted a new habitation, and, chufing eleven 
of the moft capable perfons that came along with him, conftituted a regular focicty, 
to which he gave the title of the Governor and Court of Affillants of the City of Ra- 
leigh hi Virginia, hoping they might be able to retrieve the credit of this undertaking, 
and ccmduce to the improvement of the commerce and navigation of his country, 
and thereby anfwer the expeftations of his honourable patron, whofe name he had 
given to his new plantation. , On the 13th of Auguft, Manteo the faithful Indian, was 
chriftaied, and created by the governor Lord of .Daflumonpeak, an Indian nation fo 
called, as a reward of his fidelity and fervice to the Englilh ; and on the 1 8th of the 
fame month was born tlte firft child that was the iffue of Chriftian parents in that 
place, being the daughter of Mr. Ananias Dare : Ihc was after the name of the country 
chriftened Virginia. Good governnjent .-’’vd induftry foon rendered Mr. White and 
his men formidable to the Indians, who courted their friendlhip, aitd made leaguoa 
with tile corporation, which they kept or broke as they thought themfelvcs too weak 
or too ftrong" for the Englilh, who, as much as they feemcMi to thrive, underwent fo 
many hardlhips for want of due fupplies from Europe, that nothing but the tnvincibk 
conftancy, which is the diftinguilhing character of their nation, could have fopported 
them in the midft of fo much mifery. 

Yet fo far were they from repenting of their undertaking, or defiring to, return, 
that they dif^uted for the liberty of remaining at Roenocke, and oblig^ Mr. White 
their governor to return for England, and foheit the company to fend them recruits 
of men and provifions. Mr. White undertook to negociate their afl^rs ; and, leav- 
ing one hundred and fifty men in the corporation, fet Ysul for England,* where he ar- 
rived in fafety, and was two years there before he could obtain a grant of the neceflkry 
fuppHe& At laft he had tly:ee Ihips fitted out for him, with provifions and more men 
for the cobny. And on the 1 5th of Auguft he arrived at tiape Hattaras ; and, landing 
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oit the iilaad Roeaocke, Jbunid by letters cut oa trees, in large Roman chazaders, that 
the Fnglifli were mnoved, but he could not tell whete. They the letters C,R.O. 
on fcveral trees ; affid, fearchmg l^her, on one of Vhe pallifadoes of the fort which they 
had quitted, they found cut m large capital letters 'the word Croatan, one of the ifland^ 
forming the fouth, about twenty leagues fouthward of Roenoc^e. On this advice, 
they embarked in queft of their fellows at Croatan ; but they were fofurce all of them 
aboard, before a dreadful (form arofe, which feparated the one Jitom another. 
They loft their anchors and cables, and durft not venture m with the ftiore, fo they 
all fhifted for themfelves, and, with various fortunes, arrived in England alnd Ireland. 

Thii^ dreadful blow proved the ruin of the third fettlentent, of which I do not fuid 
that the company took any farther care, or that any new attempt was made for pre- 
ferving the pofleflion of this country to the’ crown of England, which had been fo 
highly magnilied, and the advantages thereof painted in fuch ftrong colours at the be> 
ginning. Some have attrjbuted tlm to Sir Walter Raleigh’s troubles ; but furely they 
were but indifferently acquainted with his hiftory, fince it was during the latter part of 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign that he flood in the higheft credit at court, and was moft 
capable of procuring favour from it. But that I may not leave this fubjefl: altogether 
dark and imperfed, I fhall venture to fuggeft what appears to me to be the true reafon 
why there was no more care taken of fo promiling a fcheme as thi^ was of which we 
arc writing. Sir Walter Raleigh, as very clearly appears from his manner of con- 
•dufting it, had the public fervice alone in view, which induced him to throw the con- 
cerns of this colony into die hands of a company, in which, no doubt, he thought he 
had provided for them effeftually, and therefore turned his own thoughts and moft 
vigorous endeavours to other purpofes, in which he was fo entangled, that he found it 
impoflible to difengage hirafelf, when he faw thdr negligence, and forefaw the confe- 
quences of it, which were fatal to a fettlement that coft him fo much pains, and of 
which he had once fo great hopes. u 

13. But neither the bufinefs of planting, nor the profits refulting from mifttury ex- 
peditions, could hinder fuch as were addided to the ftudy of maridme afit^ from 
wiihing to fee the new paffage to the Indies fairly opened. And notwithftanding many 
attempts had been made to very little purpofe, yet no confiderable mariner, no man of 
reputation for cofmographical learning, could propofe any reafonable fcheme for this 
purpofe ; but there were merchants enough ready to lend their affiftance, and to lay 
down whatever money was requifitc for carrying it into execudoii. This freedom 
and readinefs of venturing their private fortunes for the public fervice, was certainly 
yery honourable and commendable, but they did ftill more, for they did not only 
profecute fuch attempts like merchants, but adhered to them with a piulofo{ddc firm- 
nefs ; fo that wHhten a man returned without fuccefs, and plainly fhewed that he had 
done hw duty, and tlAt there were ftill hopes, they encouraged, they rewarded, they 
fitted him out again and again : but this was an age of public fpirit ; the people wem: 
eagerly into whatever great minifters propofed ; moft of thofe mintffois had only the 
fervice of their miftras at heart j and the Queen herfelf was truly the TOthtt of her 
people. , 

In fuch a rogn 4 was natural that wonders fhould be done, and it happens very 
luckily for thole who celebrate thefe wonders, that they are able to nMdotain all that 
they affert, by faiconteftable evidenbe ; an inftance of which we foaft in a fuccinft 
account of the voyage^ of Captain John Davis, for the difcovery of the nordi-weft pat 
fagej which, however, fhould not have been brought in h«ce, but have been referr^ 
to another chapter, if we had nbt found them neceftary to fliew the limits of our di(> 
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coveries in the iioxthem parts of j<|flierica i and having thi^ opaied the true defigfl 
of his attempt iwe ^11 proceed to the narradve of them, in fuoh a numner, as to 
render the nature ,at}d fuccefs of hiaenterprizes as clear as it is poQible. In order to 
this, it is requifite tt> obferve, that D^bre his firft voyage was undertaken, there was 
a deiign' of attempting to dUcova: a north-weft padlage, formed by feme traders of 
the weft of England ; who, \dten they underftood thgit the like projed had bhen let 
on loot ^ London, propofed Joming their forces, which was accepted, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Sanderfon, merchant of London, who was both a principal man in the under- 
taking, and a large contrfoutor towards the expaice, recommended Captain John, 
Davis, as a proper perfon to have the diredion of this enterprise ; and he was ^ccord- 
■ ii^ly appointed commander of the Sunlhine of London, a bark of fifty tons, on board 
of which Were three and twenty perfons, and, in conjundion with the Moonfliine, of 
Dartmouth, a veffel of thirty-five tons, with nineteen perfons on board, they failed from 
the laft mentioned port on their voyage for difeovery, June 7^ 1585. 

On the 14th of the fame month they were forced into one of the Sylley, or, as it 
is ilow written, the Scilly iflands, where being detained for a fortnight. Captain Davis 
Ihewed his adive and indefatigable genius, by making an accurate chart of them, which 
was a thipg, at that time, very much wanted. On the 38th they failed from thence, 
and continued th^r courfe to the north-weft, till on the 19th of July they came into a 
whirling tide, which fet northwards, and failing about half a league into a very calm 
fea, which bent fouth-fouth-weft, they heard a mighty roaring, as if it had been the. 
breach of fome Ihore, which could not but be very terrible, fince the weather was fo 
foggy that they could not fee from one Ihip to another, though at a very fmall diftance. 
Upon this the Moonfliine was ordered to hoift her boat out to found, but they could 
find no ground in three hundred fathoms and better ; then the captain, the inafter, 
and Mr. Jane, who wrote this account, went towards the breach to fee what it was, and 
it proved fo be fcveral iflands of ice which were broke loofe, and floating in the ft's ; 
they got out upon thefe, and walked upon them, and when they went back into their 
boat, carried feveral large pieces of ice, which melted into very good frelh 
water. 

On the 30 th the fog breaking up they difeovered the land, which looked like a 
fugar-loaf, and made fo uncomfortable, or rather fo horrid an appearance, that Captain 
Davis called it the Land of Defolation. On the 21ft they were forced to bend their 
courfe fouth again, to clear themfelves of the ice, which t'hey did, and then ran along 
the ftiore. On the 2 2d the captain endeavpured to go alhore, but was hindered by the 
ice ; the water on the coaft was ve y blacic, and though the feamen made ufe of thefr 
lines, they could catch no fifti. ’On the 34th the captain caufed the men’s allowance 
to be increafed, to encourage them ; but it is very remarkable, that he afliires us the 
weather was far from being cold, but like ours in Aprilp very ft^rp, when the wind 
blew from the Ihore ; and on the contrary, very hot, when it blew from the fea. 

On the 25th they bore away north-weft, and continued their courfe for four days. 
On the 2gth they difeovered land in the latitude of fixty-four degrees fifteen minutes 
north, the ^ quite &ee from ice, and the weather very temperate. .Upon viewing 
the coaft they found many plealant bays and commodious ports, .but judged it not a 
continued land, but radier an archipelago, and therefore they r^olvcd to go aftiore on 
one thde finall iflands, in order to fearch for wood and ^er, and’jto gain a better 
of the country ; they were no fooner on ihore, tfian they found evident 
maribl of the country’s bang inhabited, by there lying upon the ground a fmafi Ihoe, 
feveral pieces of leather fewed with finews, a jnece of fir and wool like beaver. They 
‘ 10 went 
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w«nt next upwn getda^^kp^ a high rock, they w^e feen by 

the people of the "(thoi f« tip thereupoii ^ mbft Mtleoas howling ; wph^ they 

perceived ttiis> the ’!Ei)gltm^ i^ti^i^e a^^ nod^ o&hat had happen^ 

to their dwa p^W> i upon which: Qi]plam Brai!^,^. came 

to their affift«^e,:whh a mk)d |ttipber of his ifeafe#^^^ their arrival 

ther<^ appeared t^ boats c(mdng from h heighlk>uihi iil|nd, and 

two of thefe canoes advanced fo hear the fliore, that they could eafily talk with thofe 
that were in them; their Iai%uage was much ih the throat, and their' pronunciation 
harlh and unplea^t ohe'of th^em hoh^r, feemed inclined to come on fhore, 
but firft pointed to the fun, and thai ftruck his breall fo hard, that ^Aey could 
hear the blow ; upon which, Mr. John Ellis, mailer of the MoOttHune, tvas appointed 
to treat with him ; and he going to the fea-iide, pointing to the fun, and lining bis 
breaft, as the favage had done, he at laigth ventured on fliOre, and they threw him 
caps, ftockings, gloves, and what elfe they thought might pleale him ; but the night 
drawing on, tney took their leaves on both fides. 

The next morning there iame thirty-feven canoes rowing by their IhipS} calling them 
to come alhore. The Englilh however did not make great hafte ; upon which one of 
he favages leaped on Ihore, and went to the top of a rock, where he danced and 
beat a di\im, to Ihew his joy. The Englilh then manned their boats, «md came to them 
to the water-fide, where they waited in thdr canoes ; and after the formal cetOmony of 
4wearmg by the fun, the favages made no fcruple of trufthig them ; but on the 
contrary, mewed all poflible figns of kindnefs, and even of pontenefs ; for when the 
author of this voyage offered to lhake hands with one of them, he fiirll took his hand 
and kiffed it. They readily parted with any thing they were alked for, and were con- 
tent with whatever was given them, Ihewing no figns of greedinefs, much lefs of trea- 
chery or infidelity. They bought of them five of their canoes, and feveral of their 
ftockings and gowns, which were made, fome of feal and other of bird lkhis,'all of 
them well drel^ and neatly made ; fo that it plainly appeared they had vartouc trades 
amongll them. They had plenty of furs ; and when they faw that the Eii^iilh ad- 
mired them, they gave them to underftand, by figns, that they would go up into their 
country and coirvp down and bring them more, but the wind proving tor in the night, 
Capt. Davis, defpifing profit, on the ill of Auguft failed Hill farther to the north-weft; 
and on the 6th of the fame, month they entered into a very ftur road, free from ice, 
in the latitude of fixty-fix deCTees forty minutes, where they landed under a high 
mountain, die cliffs or which Ihone like gold. 

<^Captain Davis, havmg taken a view of every thing, began to thmk of beftowing* 
names da the places he had difeovered. He* gavelo the hill the name of Mount 
Raleigh ; the rtntd where the Ihip lay he called Tottiels Road ; the found at the foot 
of the mountain, Exeter Sound ; the north-foreland, Dier’s Cape ; and the fouth-fore- 
land, Walff^gham. Here they difcovbred four white bears of a prodi|^us bigneffs, 
twtf of 4 which they killed and brought on board ; the fore-paw of bpe jof Vrhidi 
meafured fourteen inches. They faw a ravrti upon Mount Raldigh, at^lii foe bot- 
tom of the fffU tljey found fome Ihrubs and flowers like primroTes ; how- 
ever was ver^'iiitGUi)ltafoou and altogefoer barren, affordhig' nather grafs, 

nor fo much dartli ; the tnouiitains bang alH of footle, but foe bimvaHh^^foys 
our author, foafeva m ’fow. Yet this accotttit bCiff^t^bs notWng igamft flp'friut- 
fulnds of foe inland part cff'foe country, which might be vety good fw all fol^ tind 
indeed prtfoably was fo, fiuce foe bears w«e vety fat, and it appesited, upc^' foiai-':; 
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in^ tlieif luid upoii yswiiig dieir dong, that they weire not nivMimis^ tnit 

fed aptm grata. / 

' Ihey wtighed on the 8th from ^ount Rdeigh/Ming ftili along the coaft, wMch 
lay fQuth^£:iuth-weft, and eaft>north-eaft. On the nth they came to the moA foutherly 
poiiA of this land, which they - called the Cape of God’s Mercy, and here they 
tNere furpnfed with a very thick fog; upon the breaking up of wAich, they found 
that they were fliut into a very Areight or paffage, in fome places fixty miles broad, 
in others ninety ; the weather very fine and temperate, and the water of the fame 
colour with that of the ocean, which filled them with hopes. They failed through 
this Areight for fixty leagues, and then dAcovered feveral fair iflands in the mid A 
of it, with art open paffage on both fidps, through which they failed ; one bark 
taking the nbrth, the other the fouth fide; but the wind changing, and the wea- 
ther growing foggy and foul, they were forced to lie by for five days, in thofe 
which have been ever fince called Davis’s Streights. On , the 14th they went 
alhore, and faw evident marks of the country’s being inhabited ; fyr they found 
part of a Aone wall and a human Ikull. On the 15th they heard a great howl- 
mg on Ihore, whidi they fuppofed to be wolves, and therefore went amore to kill 
them ; when they came to land they found the creatures they had taken for wolves 
were dogs, and they came inAantiy running to the boat to meet them, wagging 
itheir tails, and Ihewing other figns of joy, as is ufual for thofe animals to do at 
the fight of men. There were twenty of them in all, and as they were of the 
fize of maAiffs, with Aiort ears, and long buAy tails, the feamen being afraid of 
theih, fifed and killed two, one of which had a leather collar on. They found 
likewife there two fledges, one made of feveral kinds of boards" that were fawed, 
and the other of whale-bone. They likewife faw larks, ravens, and partridges. On 
the 17th they went alhore again, and in an oven built with Aones, they found a 
fmall canob made of wood, an image, a bird made of bone, beads for necklaces, 
and other trifles. The coaA made no very promifing appearance, as having neither 
wood nor grafs ; but the rocks were of a fine bright Aone, like marble beau- 
tified with veins of different colours. Upon the Ihore they found a feal or fea- 
calf juA flead and thrown under a heap of Aones. , 

Captain Davis and his maAer were extremely well pleafed with the appearance 
of thw; though they began to doubt whether the feafon would permit 

them to ctmtinue long in it ; which nevcrthelefs they took for the very channel into 
the South Seas, in fearch of which they came, and refolved to report fo much upon 
their return to England. The ret 'c^s Auich confirmed the probability of there being 
a paflagc in tins Areight, and upon which they grounded thdr hope? of Aiture fuc- 
c€&, wefe, ArA, That this place was all iflands, with great founds between them. 
Second, 'That the water remained all of the fame colour with the main ocean, with- 
out altering ; Whereas they never came into any bay before nor after, but Colour of 

the water was altered very blackifli. Third, Becaufe they faw to the bf tfiofe 
iflands thA^r four whales in a flcuU, vriuch they imagined came from the WeAern 
Sea, beraW^b the eaAward they had feen no whales. Fourth, Becaufe were 
vowing into a very great found lying fouth-weA, from ‘iWbfflice . thofe came, 

adhere came fuddenly a violent counter-check of a ride from the againA 

w knowing frop'^whalice it its fource. 

in failing twenty leagues within thetncmriiofthif’pmince, they had 
fowwifllf in ninety fathoms on a grey and oufy fand ; and the fri^er they tan into 
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the weftward, the deeper viras the Water : fo that ’ixrxip.g the iflands they had the 
fhore no ground in dvce hundred and thirty ^iathonii Sixth, Becaufe k ebhed 
and flowed fix or feven* fitthom, the flood comii^g from divers parts, fo t^t diey 
could not with any certainty difcam the chief fource of k. 

On the 19th k was refolved by the officers to coatinue the profecutbn of their dif> 
covedes ; but the wind changing on the aoth, they were ob%ed to lemain at anchor ; 
and the weather growing very foul, they, on the 24th, hoiicM fail for England. On 
the 10th of September they fell in with die Land of Defoladon ; on the 27th they 
had fight of the En^lifli coaft, and in a ftorm loft the Moonfhine that n%ht. On 
the 30th captain Davis came fafely into Dartmouth, where he found the Moonfhine, 
which arrived about two hours before. TJpon his return to London, captain Davis 
gave a very clear account to his owners, of his expedition, and of what he had done j 
obferving, that at the time he put to fea he had only general inftrudions to fearch 
for a pauage to the northrweft, without any intimation where that paflage was moft 
likely to be found ; that he had accordingly entered a ftreight which he thought 
might poflibly be that paffage ; but the weather changing, and the foafon of the 
year being too far advanced, he judged it requifite to return home. 

His owners were fo well fatisfied, that they procured him an audience of feexe- 
tary Wdlfmgham ; who approved very much of the enterprize, apd of the manner 
in which he had conducted it; but at the fame time recommended it to him to 
‘complete this difeovery, to which he was alfo preffed by thofe who were concerned 
in bis former undertaking, and by fome merchants of Exeter, who defired to join 
in the expences ncceflary for a fecond expedition ; to which he willingly confented, 
and accordingly Undertook it ; and as he has written himfelf an account of this voyage, 
which was a very remarkable one, I lliall give it the reader as near as may be in his 
ow'n words. 

“ On the 7th of May, 1 586 , 1 fet out from Dartmouth with four fail, viz. the Mer- 
maid of one hundred and twenty tons, the Sunlhine of fixty tons, the Mooafhine of 
thirty-five tons, and a pinnace of thirteen tons, called the North Star. We coafted 
the fouth fide of Ireland, and on the thirteenth fleered away north-weft, till we came 
to the latitude of fixty degrees. At which time I divided my fleet, and ordered the 
Sunfhine and the North Star, to feek a paflage northward between Greailand and 
Iceltmd, to the latitude 01^ eighty degrees, if land did not hinder them. I departed 
from them the 7th of June, and on the 1 5th difeovered land in fixty degrees lati- 
tude, and in longitude from the meridian of London weftward forty-feven de- 
grees. The ice lay, in fome ten, in fomc twenty, in fome fifty leagues on the fhore ; 
fo that we were conftrained to bear into fifty-feven degrees to double the fame, and to 
get a free fea, which through God’s favourable mercy we at length obtsuned. 

** On the 29th, after maiw ftormn, we again difeovered land, in longitude from 
the meridian of London fifty-right degrees thirty minutes, and in latitude fixty- 
four degrees, being eaft from us, into which imee it pleafed God by contrary win^ 
to force us, I thought fit to bear m wkh it, and to fet up our piiina|^ which we 
had provided in, the Mermaid to be our fcout for thk difeovery, an^fo much the 
rather, becaufe the year before 1 had been in the lame place, foiynd k very 
convenient for fuch a purpofe, bring inhabited ivy n pec^le of tra&able converfadon, 
and the fea vq»d of ice. Th^ ^ips bring withm the founds, yre feat out boats to fearch 
for fhoal-water, where we might anchor, which in this place is very hard to find. The 
people of the country efpyiag them, came in their canoes towards them with fhouts 
and cri^ ; but whrai they fiiri in the boats fome of out company that were rikem 
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the laft year, they rowed to the l»at, and taldng hold of the oar, hung about the 
boat, expreihng a great deal of jpy ; and making figns that they knew all thofe 
that had been there the year be^e. I went alhorc lyith others of the company, 
and took with me twenty miives. We had no fooner landed but they leaped out of 
their canoes and came running to us, and embraced us with many figns of hearty 
welcome j there were eighteen of them, and I gave to each of them a knife, and they 
offered me dins for a reward ; but I made figns that they were not fold, but freely 
given to them j and fo difmified them for that time, with figns that they Ihould 
reljum after certain hours. 

“ The next day, with all poffible fpeed, the pinnace was landed upon an ifland, 
there to be finifhed ; and while it was feting up the people came coiitinually to us, 
fometimes a hundred canoes at a time, bringing feal-lkins, ftag-lkins, white hares, 
feals, falmon-peal, fmall cod, dry caplin, with otlier fifh, and fome birds. I fent 
one of die boats to fearch one part of the land, while I went to another part, 
with ftrift command that there ihould be no injury offered to any of the people, nor 
any gun Ihot. They formed tents made of feal-ikins, wherein was ftore of dried 
caplin, being a fmall fiih no bigger than a pilchard, fome bags of train-oil, many 
fittle images cut in wood, and feal-ikins in tan-tubs, whereof they diminiihed nothing. 
When they had paffed ten miles within the fnowy mountains, they came to* a plain 
champaign country with earth and grafs, like to our moory and waile grounds in 
England j they went ten leagues up into a river, which in the narroweft place ' 
was two leagues over, finding it ftill to continue they knew not how far. But I with 
my company took another river, which, although at firil it afforded a large inlet, yet 
it proved but a deep bay, the end whereof I attained in four hours } ‘and there leaving 
the boat well manned, went with the reft of the company three or four miles 
into the country, but found nothing, nor faw any thing but gripes, ravens, and 
finall birds, as larks and linnets. The 3d of July I manned my boat, and went with 
fifty canoes attending upon me into another found, where the people, by figns, willed 
me to go, hojung to find their habitation. At laft they made figns that I Ihould go 
into a warm place to fleep ; at which place I went on Ihore, and defired they would 
leap with oUr men, which they agreed to, but ours did over-leap them ; from leap- 
ing they went to wreftling ; we found them ftrong and nimble, and to have (kill in 
wreftling, for they call fome of our men that were good wrgftlers. 

“ On thO 4th the matter of the Mermaid went to certain iflands to ftore himfelf 
with wood, where he foimd a grave with divers buried in it, covered with feal-fkins 
only, and a crols laid over them, fhe people are of good ftature, well proportioned, 
with fmall (lender hands and feet,* broad vnages, fmall eyes, wide mouths, the moft 
part unbearded, ^reat lips and clofe toothed ; they are much given to bleed, and 
therefore ftop then nofes with deer’s hair, or that of an elan. One of them kindled a 
fire after this manner ; he took a jaece of a board wherein was a hole half through ; 
then he put into the hole the end of a round (tick like a bed ftaff, Wetting 
the end thereof with train-oU, and, (as your turners do,) with a piece of lea- 
ther by the violent motion he fpee^y produced fire; this done, he made 
a fire with turfe, into which, with many words and ftrange geftures, he put 
divers things which we fiippofed to be a facrifice ; . they defired me to go into 
theTmoak, and I willed them likewife to (land in the finoak, which they would by no 
meaUB'do » I then, thruft one of them into the fmoak, and commanded one of my men 
to trisiual out the fire and fpuMi it into the fea, to (hew them that we did contemn their 
ibrealy* They are very fimple in thdr converfation, but'marveloufly fhievifh, cipedally 
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of iron, which they have in great efteem. They cut away the Moonfliine’s boat from 
her ftem; they cut our cables and our cloth whde it lay to air, though we did care- 
fully look to it j they* ftole^ our oars, a caliver, a boat, a fpear, a fword, with divers 
other things, which lo grieved the company, tharthey delired me to diffolve this new 
friendlhip ; whereupon I ordered a caliver to be Ihot among them, and immediately 
upon the &me a frlcon ; which frrange noife did fo amaze them, that they departed 
with* all fpeed ; but within ten hours they returned and intreated a peace, which being 
granted, they brought us feal-ikins and falmon-peal, but when they faw iron they could 
not forbear ftealing } which when I perceived, I commanded that m no cafe they Ihould 
be any more hardly ufed, but that our own people Ihould be more vigilant to keep 
their things. 

“ ITiey eat all their meat raw ; they live mod upon fifli, drink fait water, and eat 
grafs and ice with delight ; they maKe fifliing-nets with whale-fins ; it is probable 
they have wars with thofe on the main land, many of them being fore wotiltded, which 
wounds they received upon the main land, as by figns they gave us to underftand. 
The 17th 01 July I went 'afliore in our new pinnace, and with the moft part of my 
company went to the top of an high mountain, hoping from thence to fee into the 
country, ; but the mountains were To many and fo lofty that we could not fee ftur } we 
returned to our pinnace and faw a ftrange fight, which was a mighty whirlwind, con- 
tinuing three hours with little intermilfion, which taking up the water in gr«it quan- 
tities, furit)ufly mounted it into the air. The next morning, the ftorm being over, we 
failed into a mighty great river, direftly into the body of the land, and found it to be 
no firm land, but huge, vaft, and defert iflands, with mighty founds and inlets palling 
between fea and fea. On the 9th we returned to our Ihips, where our mariners com- 
plained heavily againft the people, that they had ftolen an anchor from us, had cut 
one of our cables very dangeroufly, and fpared not to fling ftones at us of half a pound 
weight : the next day I went alhore and ufed them with much courtefy, and when I 
returned they followed me in their canoes } I gave fome of them bracelets, and feven 
or eight of them came on board, whom I ufed kindly, and let them depart 5 as foon 
as fun was fet they began to pra^tife their devililh nature, and with flings threw ftones 
very fiercely into the Sunfliine, and knocked down the boatfwain; whereupon wfe 
purfued them ’with our boats, and Ihot at them ; but they rowed fo fwiftly, that 
we could not reach them. 

“ On the tith five of them came to make a* new truce; the mafter acquainted 
me with their coming, and defired they might be kept prifoners until we had our 
anchor again ; but when he faw the chief ring-leader and mafter of mifehief was one 
of the five, he was then very urgent to have him fdzed, and fo it was determined to 
take him ; he came crying lUaont^ and, ftriking* his breaft, offered a pair of gloves to 
fell ; the mafter offeree! him a knife for them ; fo tw^o of them came to us, one we 
difmiffed, but the other was foon made captive among us ; then we point^ to him 
and his fellows for our anchor, which bein^ had, we made figns to him he Ihould be 
fet at liberty ; about an hour after the wmd came fair, and we fet fail smd brought 
him away w^ us. One of his companions, following our fhip in bis emoe, talked 
with him, and*%medto lamoit his condition; we ftill ufing hina well, and faying 
to him lUaoutf Ue* we mean no harm j at laft he abpard fpake four or fi,ve words to the 
other, and clapped both his hands on his face, the other did the like,' and fo parted ; 
we judged the covering his free, and bowing down his body fignified his death: 
after fome time he became a plcafrnt companion among n; ; I gave him a new fuit m 
frieze of the Englifh frfhion, of which he was very fond ; he trimmed up his darts tnd 
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all his fUhing tools, and would make oakum, and fet his hand to the ropeVetld •, 
he fed upon capKn and dry Newlaild filh. The j 7th, being in latitude of i«ty-three 
degrees eight minutes, we fell in with a mighty mafs of ice, very high, like land, 
with bays and capes ; and, fuppofingat to be land, we feht our pinnace to difcover h ; 
but on W return, we were aflured that it was only ice, which caufed great adrni* 
ration to us all, and the rather, becaufe in this place we had very tickle and ftrong 
currents. We coafted this mafs of ice till the 30th, finding it a great bar to 
our purpofe. The air was now fo foggy, and the fea fo peftered with ice, that 
ail, hopes of proceeding was banifhed } for on the 24th of July our Ihrouds, 
ropes, and Ms, were fo frozen and compaffed with ice, only by a grofs fog, 
as feemed to us very ftrange, who the laft year found this fea free and navigable 
without impediments. 

“ Our jnen, through this extremity began to grow fick and feeble, and with- 
all hopelejfe of good fuccefs ; whereupon, very orderly and, difcreetly, they intreated 
me to regard our prefent ftate, and withal advifed me, that in confcience I ought 
to preferve my own life and theirs ; and that I ftiould riot, through my own bold- 
nefs, leave their widows and fatherlefs children to give me bitter curfes. This 
did move me to commiferate their condition, yet confidering the importance of 
this difcovery, if ^t could be accompliflied, the great hopes of a paflage by what 
we had feen the laft voyage, and that there was yet a third way to be at- 
tempted, I thought it would turn to my difcredit if the a£tion Ihould fail through , 
my negleft, therefore refolved to profecute it ; and confidering the Mermaid, by 
reafon of her burden, was not fo nimble and convenient for this purpofe as a fmaller 
bark, and was one hundred pound a month charge to the adventurers ; I determined 
to re-viftual the Moonftiine, and proceed as God ftiould direfl: me : whereupon 1 
altered my courfe to recover the next ftiore, where this might be performed ; and 
the I ft of Auguft difcovered land without fnow or ice, in latitude fixty-fix de- 
grees thirty-three minutes, and in longitude, from the meridian of London feventy 
degrees. 

“ On the 2d we anchored in a very good road, where, with all fpeed, we 
graved and're-viftualled the Moonftiine ; we found it here very hot, and we were very 
much troubled with mufkitos, which did fting grievoufty. The people of the coun- 
try caught a feal, and, with bladders fall: tied to him, fent him to us with the 
flood, fo as he came right with our ftiip, which we took* as a friendly prefent from 
them. On the 5th I went on top of a hill, and efpying three canoes under a rock, 
went to them, and found in then, ftdns, darts, &c. whereof we diminiftied nothing; 
but left upon every boat a filk ‘point,* a bullet of lead, and a pin. The next <ay 
the people came to us without fear, and bartered with us for fkins ; our favage 
kept clofe, and made ftiew that he would fein have another companion. Being 
thus provided, I departed on the 12th, leaving the Mermaid at anchor ; her crew 
finding many occafions of difcontent, and being unwilling to proceed, here forfook 
me. 

i. “ The 14th, failing weft fifty leagues, we difcovered land, in latitude fixty-fix 
degrees 19 minutes; and the next day we flood to the fouth ; ^nd on the 18th dif- 
covered a very fair promontory north-weft from us, in fixty-five degrees, having no 
lisd' on the fouth, which gave us great hopes of a pa^B^e. The 2bth I went to the 
a high hill, w hence I perceived that this land Was ail iflands ; We coafted this 
Hhdiil fo^ds rile fouth, fiam fixty-feven to fifty-feven degrees. The 28th, having 
great dflbiift of the weather, we arrived in a ftur harbour, and faited ten hKi^es into 
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the fame, being two leagues broad, wth fair wL^ ds on both fides : here we continued 
to the ift of September, in which time we had two very great ftorms ; I went fix 
miles into the country, and found the woods 'H^ere fir, pine-apple, elder, yew, wi- 
thy, and birch. Here we faw a black bear, and ftore of birds, as pheafants, partridges, 
wild geefe, bucks, blackbirds, jays, thruflies, and other fmall birds. The ift we 
fet fail, and coafted the fiiore w'ith fair weather. The 4th we anchored in a good 
road, among many iflands. Eight leagues to the north of this place we had firong 
hopes of a pafiage, by reafon of a mighty fea palling between the two lands, well ; 
we greatly defired to go into this fea, but the wind was dire£Hy againft us. 

“ The 6th we fent five young men alhore to an illand, to fetch fome filh which 
we had left there covered all night. 'Fhc-favages who lurked in the woods fuddenly 
alfaulted our men, which we perceiving let flip our cable, and under our fore-fail, 
bore in to the Ihore, and difcharged a double mulket upon them twice j at the noifc 
of which they fled, having killed two of our men with their arrows, and grievoufiy 
wounded two more ; the. other efcaped by fwimming, with an arrow fliot through 
his arm. 

“ d'his evening it pleafed God farther to increafe our forrows with a furious 
ftorm jjt north-north-cart, which larted to the 10th: we unrigged our fliip and in- 
tended to cut down our marts ; the cable of our flieet-anchor Iwoke, fo that we 
expeirted to be driven 011 fltore, and become a prey to the cannibals ; yet, in this 
deep dillrefs, God gave us fuccour, and fent us a fair fea, fo that we recovered 
our anchor again, and new-mo(tred our fliip ; w'here wc faw that God had manifeftly 
delivered us, for two rtrands of our cable w'cre broken. The nth the wind com- 
ing fair at well-north -wort, wc departed with trull in God’s mercy, fliaping our coUrfe 
for England, and arrived in the "Wert-country the beginning of Odober, where the 
Sunllnne-tirrived a few days before us; flie had been at Iceland, and from thence to 
Greenlantl, ;ind fo to Ellotiland, and thence to Defolation, where Ihc trafficked with 
the people, flaying in the country twenty days. They loll fight of the pinnace 
called the North Star, on the third of September, in a very great Itorm, tmd lay a-hull 
to tarry for her all the next day ; but faw her no more : the faid pinnace never 
returned home.” 

We find annexed to this accc imt of Capt. Davis’s fecond voyage, a letter of his to 
Mr. William Sanderfon, who feems to have been his patron, in which he cxcufes his 
want of fuccefs in this voyage, declares his confident hope, that fuch a palfage might 
yet be found, the improvement of his knowledge by this hill voyage, and his refolution 
to profecute this difeovery to the uiinoft, though it«lhould coft him the little paternal 
fortune he had in the Weft ; and concludes with an alTurancc, that he would com- 
municate to him a fair and clear chart of his voyage, w hich would give him a perfect 
comprehenfion of the arguments he had to ofl'er in fupport of his notion, that this 
palfage fo often attempted in vain might Hill be found. This letter is dated from 
Kxteter, the 14th of Oftober 1586; and it had all the good effe£ls that Capt. 
Davis could expe£t from it, fmee his friend ftill continued to have as good an 
opinion of him as ever, and fo it appears the reft of his owners had ; but it went 
no farther than the h^^robation of his condutl in his laft voyage, for when he came to 
propofe a third, expedition, the Weft-country merchants, and moft of thofe in London, 
grew weary of the expence, and would be concerned no longer. He propofed how- 
ever, to the reft of the adventurers, a new fcheme, which look efteft, and it was this ; 
that they fhould ftji opt three veffels, one of which only mould be employed on the 
difeovery, and the other two in filhing ; by which he propofed to defray all, or at leaft 
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the beft part of the expence. It iS|Very remarkable that Mr. Bruton, who ferved 
with Capt. Davis in his firft voyage, accompanied him alfo in this, and fo did Mr. 
John Jane, who has been his mercha|it or fupercargo, and many of his old feamen ; 
which Ihews the confidence they ha<f in his fkill, and how fenfible they were of 
his care and good ulage. 

‘ The veifels provided for this laft voyage were the Elii^abeth of Dartmouth, , tlie 
Sunfhine of London, and the Ellen, which was but very fmall. As for the hiftory 
of the voyage, which is but fliort, we fliall give it as we did the former, in the 
woi’ds of the author. “ We departed from Dartmouth the loth of May, and dif- 
covered land on the X4th of June. On the i6th w'e anchored among many low 
illands which lay before thfe high land ; the pef)ple came to us crying, lHaout., and 
fhewing us feal-fkins. On the 20th 1 left the two fhips to follow tlicsr filhing, taking 
their faithful promife not to depart till 1 returned unto them, which fhould be in 
the end of Auguft ; but they finilhing their voyage in fivtecn days, prefently re- 
turned for England, without regarding their promile, whiHf 1, not diltrulting any 
fuch hard meafure, proceeded on the dilcovery. On the 24th, in latitude fixty- 
feven degrees, forty minutes, the wcatlier was very hot, thirty lavages came to us 
in their canoes, twenty leagues from the land, intrc'ating us to go alhore. I coalled 
the fhore of Greenland, from the 21ft to the 30th, having the fea all open towards 
the weft, and the land on the ftarboard fide, eaft from nu;, the weather extremely 
hot and very calm. The fun was five degrees above the horizon at midnight, latitude 
feventy-two degrees tw^elvc minutes ; the compafs in this place varied twenty-eight 
degrees towards the w'eft. I'he 3d of July we fell in again with ice ; and on the 
6th put our bark through it, feeing the fea free on the weft fide ; and when we 
had failed five leagues weft we fell in with another mighty bank of ice which we 
could not pafs ; therefore returning again, we got clear on the 8th at midnight, and 
recovered the open fea through God’s favour, by giving us fiur winds and calm 
weather. On the 15th, in latitude fixty-feven ilegrees forty-five minutes, a great 
current fet us to the weft fix points from our courfe. 

“ On the 19th we had fight of Mount Raleigh. On the 30th we crofted over a 
great inlet or paffage, being tw-enty kragues broad, and lituatc' betv/een lixty-two 
and fi:!tty-three degrees, in which place we had eiglit or nine great races, currents, 
or over-falls, like the water under l.ondoi:-bridge. and bending their courfe into the 
inlet. The 31ft, in latitude fixty-two degrees, coming clofe by a foreland, we fell in- 
to a mighty race, where an iftand of ice ' as carried by the force of the current as 
faft as our bstfk could fail with ah fail§ bearing. This cape, as it was the fouthern 
limits of the gulph we paftfed f)ViT yefterday, ib was it ike north promontory, or 
beginning of another great inlet which we palled over this night, where we faw the 
fea falling down towards the inlet with a mighty over-fall, and circular motion, like 
whirl-pools, in the fame manner as forcible ftreams force tliroiigh the arches of 
bridges. On t'he 10th of Auguft, as we were fecking our ftiips that went to fill), 
being among many illands, we ftruck on a rock, ;uid had a great leak : the next 
day W'e ftopped our leak, in a ftorm ; and on tlic 1 5th, being in latit&dc fixty-two 
degrees twelve minutes, and not finding our fhips, nor (accordiiTg to their promife-) ‘ 
any mark or beacon which I wdlled them to fet up,* and they promifed to do, upon 
every headland or cape within twenty leagues every way from their fifhing-place, and 
we having but little wood^ in our fhip, and but half a hogflicad of frefh water, I 
ihaped niv courfe for England, and arrived at Dai-tmputh the i5t|;. of September.” 

Upon his return from this, as after his fecond voyage, he wrote a letter to Mr. 
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Skderfon, dated from Sandridge, September i^, 1587 j wherein he tells him, that 
he had returned fafe with all his company ; that he had failed fixty leagues farther 
tlian he intended at his departure : that he had , reached the latitude of feventy-three 
degrees north, finding the fea all open and the ftrdght forty leagues broad ; <on- 
cluding from thence that the paffage was moft certain, and the execution moll 
eafy.; but, as we lhall fee hereafter, he was in this miftaken, which however, does not ' 
at all leflen his merit or the great difcoveries he made, by which he entitled his 
country to all this coaft of North America, the value of which may hereafter prove 
as great as any difcovery made in this reign. Neither ought we to efteem it any* di- 
minution of his merit, that he was lb confident of finding a pafl'age this way to the 
very laft; becaufe as far as he, or any man, could judge, there was inde^ great 
probability of the thing, and nothing but fuch a fpirit as his will ever be able to 
efledt this difcovery whenever it lhall be made. 

But he was not only. an able officer and a moft Ikilful feaman, but had like- 
wife a head perfectly wel!^ turned for making all p(jffib!e advantages of the fervice 
in which he was employed ; as appears from the minutes of a memorial of his which 
1 have feen, addrefled to Secretary Walfingham ; wherein he tells him, that he found 
many ii^norant and malicious people had a very mean opinion of what he bad done, 
becaufe his voyages had not anfwered the expence j but he perfuaded himfelf that fo 
wife and honourable a ftatelman, would think in a manner difierent from the vulgar, 
and efteem his i'ervices capable of producing great advantages to the nation, even 
fuppoling that no fuch pafl'age as he expeded Ihould be found ; in fupport of which 
he laid down the five following points. 

I. That it wobld redound very much to the honour of the Queen and her fubjefts, 
if the people in thefe northern regions were converted to the Chriftian faith; in 
which pious work many of thole bul'y and fiery fpirits might be profitably employed, 
that, by their faittious ftirrings at home, I'erved only to create confufion in church 
and ftate : for if tliefe people, who feemed neither ilellitufe of wit, indullry, or valu- 
able commodities, were once brought over to the Cdtrillian faith, they might foon be 
brought to relifli a more civilized kind of life, and be thereby induced to take off great 
quantities of c>ur coarfer woollen manufactures ; which would employ the poor at 
home, increafe our lliipping, and augment the number of our feamen. 

II. 'J'hat in tlie judgnifjnt of fuch as were boll acquainted with the fiftiing trade, 
the cod he caught were the fatteft and fineft that were ever feen ; and that the plenty 
of thefe fifli was I'o great as might well eticouragc the eltablilhing an annual filhery at 
the mouth of the Streights, whicli woidd affitrd inynediaie profit, and might letid to 
future difcoveries of greater importance. 

III. I'hat notwithllanding the Ihores of the countries he had feen were bleak and 
barren, yet the inner ])art of the country might, noiwithftanding, be very rich and 
fertile : that as the people he had convcried with had fome of them utenfils of different 
metals, it might be prelumed there were mines of value in thefe countries; apd that 
how little profit foever thefe people might make of them, they might be wrought to 
great advantage hy fuch as underftood them better. 

IV. That it was very evident from the feveral voyages he had made, that there was 
nothing intolerable in thefe novthem climates, and that it would be of great fervice to 
the nation to k«ep up a conllant fucceflion of enterprizes on this fide, fince it might be 
done with very little cxpence at firft ; w'ould contribute to make thefe parts of the 
world better knowp, and fecurq the advantages derived from them to the Englifli ; 
whereas, if they were difeontinued or abandoned, other nations would not fail to make 
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attempts of the like kind, and fo 
men’s labour. 

■ V. That the furs brought from tljence were much eftfemed, and allowed to be 
richer and more valuable than any that'came from Mufcovy j and that if the falhion of 
wearing them at court were encouraged, it might prove a means, when all others failcil. 
Oof promoting this commerce ; for you know right well, mofl: honourable Sir, concljides 
he, that it is a great fecret in policy to make the follies of the extravagant, and the 
vanity of the ambitious, contribute to the maintenaitce of indultry ; fo that even the 
vicious and the lazy, may of their own accord furnilh the rewards of labour and 
virtue. 

I lhall, hereafter, take occafion to fhew, that he has very wifely and lenlibly re- 
commended the propagating the Chrilliau religion, as the mofl pro}jer means tor ex- 
tending, as well as eflablilhing, our colonies, and rendering them highly beneficial, 
'i’here is no queftion that the fending a few preachers to convert any of thefe nations 
to Chriftianity, would be a thing of greater coniequence to this nation, than building 
many forts to fecure our commerce with lavages ; for thefe people would then live in 
towns, wear cloaths, cultivate their lands, and, inltead of deilroying and extirjtating 
each other, as at prefent, they would live peaceably, and coniequently grow daily more 
numerous; which iwould occafion Inch a confumption of our manuiachires ot all 
kinds, and fuch a return of their commodities, which is the only true and juft (landard 
of trade, as neither fraud nor force can any other way attain. Mis retlecfions, with re- 
fpedt to the expediency of keeping up this northern navigation, are highly fenlible, 
and it would have been much for our interell, if, even at the public expence, they had 
been continued ; for then bir Jofiah Child would not have let down 'this north tilhery 
among the number of our lolf trades, as he does with jull reafon. That our neigh- 
bours would be wifer in this relpect than ourl'clves, was in itlelf a very Ihrcwil, and in 
fadt has proved a prophetic obfervation ; for the Dutch and other nations Hill frequent 
Davis’s Streights, which we have in a manner ileferted, and employ thereby a vail 
number of people at home, befides raifing atmually frelh fupplies of Ikilftil and well- 
feafoned feamen, which a maritime power ought to regard as a point of the highcll 
confequence, and in that view ought to favour moll fuch branches of commerce as are 
known to contribute thereto, efpecially if they are not at a great dilUince. With thefe 
remarks we (hall diftnifs this fubjecl for the prefent, and, gs the nature of our plan 
direds, proceed from thefe difeoveries in the molt northern parts of America, to the 
attempt made for fixing a fettlement mor " to the fouth than any we have yet ob- 
tained. 

ig. The fpeaking of this fouthern fe*ttleiT;ent brings us back to Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, a gentleman whofe name mull often occur in all books that any way relate 
to Englilh hiltory, and whole memory will be ever celebrated by Inch as can diRin- 
guilh any kindi of worth ; for he liad all, and excelled in all. Amongft the rell, the 
completell coui*tier of his time, which perhaps drew upon him more envy thtin all his 
other great qualilips ; and I am induced to think fo from the nature of thofe calum- 
nies by w’hich he was inoft hurt ; for though tlceply malicious, they, wtve fo indifl'er- 
ently flrrged, that they could not bear the leall infpedion ; fo tliat notwithllanding 
they coft him his favour often, and his life at lalt, from the credulity of princes, 
yet they never had any \efted upon liis reputation with wife men in his life-time, 
nor have injured his reputation in the leaft with pofterity. 

He was always ufeful to^i his country, but mofl; fo_ when he h^d lead credit at 
court. At fuch tinjes he did not relinquilh bufmefs to go and Iside himfelf in 
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country retreats, and thence write pitiful letter^ and poems to fcrew himfelf again . 
into the afleftions of the Queen his miftrefs, aii^fome other of her great men did, 
and which he could have done better than any of them ; nor did he form in- 
trigues againil her minifters, and force himfelf iAto power and his fovereigu’s pre- 
fence but he took another road peculiar to, and worthy of Sir Walter Raleigh ; 
he applied himfelf to contrive, and not to contrive only, but to execute, fuch great 
and glorious enterprizes, as raifeil his fame fo high, that the whifpers of envy could be 
no longer heard ; and, when the Queen recalled him to her favour, it never appeared 
as an acl of grace, but as a llroke of juftice; fo that after thefe recedes, he Ihone.at 
court with double lullre, and his miftrefs, haughty as (lie was, could not help appear- 
ing upon thefe occafiuns proud of the poflellion of fuch a man, and llfliamed of his 
ablence. . 

It was in one of thefe voluntary exiles that Sir 'W’^alter Raleigh executed a defign 
he had long meditated, I, mean his expedition to (liiiana, an expedition great in il- 
felf, though unfortunate in its coniequences ; formed upon the moll #)ble princi- 
ples, and perl’ormed w iiii equal valour and prudence, and in a w'ord every way equal 
to the genius of its author, and, experience has lince fatally lliewm, fuperior to every 
genius but his. lie faw, with regret, the plantation of Virginia abandoned, and he 
law that'the want ol immediate profit was the cattle ; he refolved , therefore to ftrike 
out the means ol' fettling a new colmiy in another part of America, which Ihould 
'be free from this inconvenience, and which lliould transler the richell products of 
that country to the Englilh, if they had but courage and conduct enough to fetch 
them, in order to this he inquired,' w'ith the grcalelt diligence, into the Hate of 
the country before mentioned ; he liiught from books and papers all the alliilance 
that could be had ol that kind ; he drew from perl'onal informations, w'hich were 
more in his power than perhaps they ever were in any other man’s, all the notices 
that they could give ; but he drew the greatell lights Irom his own profound know- 
leilge and extenlive experieiKw 

lie was umloubtedly ;is well vt-rfeil in all parts ol philofophy and natural hillory, as 
any man of his time, tuiil perhaps much better ; for, befides all the knowledge which 
refulls from reading, he had likewife a gre..l practical Ikill, whence, without doubt, 
arofe his confuleiit beliel, that this country of Guiana was the richell in America, 
and by conlecfueiice, accordmg to the opinion of thofe times, and indupd of thefe, 
the richell in the world. 1 le did not go thither, therefore to fatisfy his own mind 
upon tliat head, but that he miglu lurnilh himfelf with the means of fatisfying others ; 
lor he very well knew that it would have been an idle and ridiculous thing in him to 
think of moving people to attempt a plantation iherely by a rational and philo- 
Ibphical argument, which he knew few would be able to iinderltand, and of thofe 
that did, many would oppofe his fentiments from pnde, and more from prejudice. 
He chole therefore to treat tlm riches and \alue of this noble country in the plainelt 
way, and as a point ol lacl ; and forefeeing that it would be objeded, that if it 
were fo, and the lads lo notorious as he reprefeuted it, the Spaniards w^ould cer- 
tainly have lettlejJ there, and not have left it to fall into the hands of any other 
this induced him to draw up a very clear and fuccind account of the fe- 
veral methods ufed by the Spaniards to difeover and gain this country, which at 
once anfwered,* the objedion, and proved to fuch as had an high opinion of the 
judgment formed by the Spaniards of the wealth and importance of thel'e countiies, 
that Guiana was one that deferved the highell commendations. 
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Tht'fe accounts of his are difperfed through various pieces written by him 
thisfubjefl:; bur for the eafe of tb6 reader, wc fliall colled and range them in t! . dr 
natural order, by which means they will become a kind of fupplement to wha* ha- 
been already delivered of the Spaili/fi difcoveries and conquefts ; this being the 
rcafon of our oniitting them there, becaule we forel'aw the neceflity of repeatbig, -o 
at lead of recapitulating, them here, for the fake of explaining Sir Walter Raldgf " 
expeditions. We have (hewn in that chapter how the Marquis Pizarro overthrew' i'h. 
empire <d' the Incas, and made luiufelf mailer of all tiu'ir territories, and of a great 
part of their treal'ures,; and we have likcwife llic wn that this was lb far Irom iatn- 
fying his avarice and amoition, that he prop 'ieil to extetid his conquefts btyemi; 
’the limits of Peru, in order to penetrate jnto the heart of South America, from tb'' 
hopes he had conceived of finding richer countries there than any he had yet met with. 

It was with this view that he ordered his brother Gonzalo, after he had taker^ 
poflellion of Quito, which was the lail cfinqueit of the Ijicas, to continue his ex- 
peditions or#that fide, though he was lenfilie than he could receive little or no 
affiftance from the informations of the natives; his brotlrer accordingly tnter'^-d the 
province of Los Quixos ; and after making liindclf mailer of thst coiniiry, the 
people of which were downright barbarians in comjiarilbn of ihoi'e of Peru, lu; de- 
termined to pafs tJie high mountains which bound that province on tlie north, and 
affembled a great many Indians, and a good quantity of cattle for that purpofe ; but 
when he liad afeended half way up thefe mountains, he found that lie had taken his 
meafures w^ong, and that the cold was fo intcnle, that it would be impoflible for 
him to profecute his march in that manner. He therefore quilted his cattle and the 
beft part of his baggage, refolving to make all the hafte lie comid into the plain 
countries on the other fide, and truft to the provifions he might meet with there. 

Accordingly he defeended into the valley of Zumaque, which he found very plen- 
tiful, and in which therefore he refrefhed his forces for two months, endeavouring 
then to continue his inarch northward ; but finding the road extremely rougli and 
mountainous, he turned dii’cctly eaft, in hopes of meeting with an ealier palfage ; 
this opened a way into a new prot ince well peopled and very rich ; tlie inhabitants 
of which w'erc dreadfully amazed at the coming of the Spaniards tamongft them, 
and indeed they very well miglit, for they behaved towards them in a manner bar- 
barous beyo»d expreflion ; for Gonzalo Pizarro exercife4 the greateft"^ cruelty ima- 
ginable on the inhabitants of thele regions, infomuch that he gave men to be eaten 
alive by his dogs. 1 his engaged all the nrtives to jnit thcmfelves in arms againft him, 
fo that he was obliged to encamp iiimleif as in an enemy’s country ; and his cru- 
elties, together with the defpair he was in of ever being able to find what he was 
feeking after, had like to Inive put an end to his enterprize at once. He was en- 
camped on the bank of a river, which fwclled fo much in one night, that if the 
fentinels, who perceived the water was ;i-pace getting giound, had not warned them 
of their danger, they liad been all drowned ; but at tlie alarm they foon fecured 
themlelves, by making towards the cottages of the wild people ; and Pizarro re- 
folved to return to Zumaque, not knowing what other courfe to take. ‘From thence 
he proceeded again with all his men, and after a march of f»ur leagues he met 
with a great village called Ampua, governed by a cazique, and found a great 
number of the inhabitants in a pofture of defence, expecting their enemy ; but there 
was another and greater obftacle in his way than this cazique and all his troops, and 
that was a river fo wide and deep that he cbuld have no thought of .venturing to fwim 
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over it. He could therefore find no better expedient than to enter into a treaty 
with the people of the country, and to defire '‘the help of their canoes to croli; 
this river. . 

I'he cazique received this propofal with great civility, offered them what they 
afked, and gave thenj as many of thefe little boats as they defired ; and on this, 
Pizarro made him a return of a great many little Spaniffi toys, by way of requital. 
This cazique having received advice of the ill treatment many of his neighbours had 
received from the Spaniards, thought of nothing more than how to get rid of them, 
and to deliver himfelf from the danger of fuch bad guelts, endeavoured to make them 
believe there were great riches to lie found among the people that dwelt upon the 
river, fome days journey lower, Ihzarro, by his adfions and by his guides, who 
were his interpreters, rcitiirned him thanks lor his courtefy ; but finding no appear- 
ance ot thole pretended lieiies, he returned to /umaque very much diilutislied vrith 
his expedition; however he had too much courage to retire back to Quito jiut rs 
he came. He had a ntio.d therefore to attentpt I'ome great exploit, %nd, by the 
difeovery of fome other part, to render himfelf as conliderable as the Marquis Pizarro, 
his elder brother; he ojuaieJ his mind to Fran.cis Orellana, a gentleman of J’ruxiilo 
in Spain, who was I'oine to join him in the valley of /umaque ; and, having taken 
oirc huucired elK-dive I'diJiers, and fome Indians for guides and t(^, carry provifions, 
he marched dirertiy to I lie ealt. 

father the ignoomce- of his guides, or the hatred they bore him, engaged him 
in a ountry all full c f mountains, forclls, and torrents, fo that he was conffrained 
to make ways where he found none, and to open himi'elf a patTage through the 
w'oods with hatchets, where none had ever gotie before. At lengtli, after many 
days'’ march, he pierced through as far as the province of Coca ; the cazique of 
which province came to meef him, and otlered him all the accommodations the 
country afft>rded for his lelreffuuetit ; Gotixalo promifed liiinfelf much from this 
kind entertainment, and by the aiiiffance of bis guides entered into converfation with 
the cazique ; he informed hi;u rliar the coitntrv through wliiefi ite isid palled, which 
was fo full of mountains, foreffs, and brooks, wris the oalj' nalfagc he could have 
taken to come thither, lliat it extremely dirilcull to get through it ; but that if 
he was willing to embark 011 th"* river he law before him, or to follow it by laud, 
he might aihh*c hiinlell, that along the batiks in ai’oih('i' river much greater than 
this, he fliould find a country abounding with all things, whole inhabitants were co- 
vered with plates ot gold. 1 hero was nc' need of faying any thing more to Pizarro, 
to incite him to any kind of eutc rjirize, who prefeiitly lent two of his guides to 
Zumaque, with orders to his otficerr, to come and join him, wdio marched imme- 
diately ; and furmountlug all the dihiculties of tlie w'ay, arrived much fatigued, at 
the town of Coca. 

Pizarro 'having relied fome few davs, afterwanis put thc;n in battalia before the 
cazique, who was lo mucii terrified uidi them, that he amaffed ahnoft all the pro- 
vifions of his wliolc province to make a prelenl of them to Pizarro, that by this 
magnificence he* might civilly acquit himfelt' of his new acquaintance, 'who was 
more impatient ot his Hay tlian the other ; and the next morning, having filed his 
troops along the river, lie tookjiis leave of the cazique, prefenting him witli a fine 
fword, and put iiitnfelf at the head of his cavalry, and followed the pleafant courfe of 
the river. I'his good way did not kill long, but they had rivulets to fwim. over, and 
were forced to ni^rch in uneven ways, and for forty-three days, without finding 
any provifions, or any fords, or canoes by which to pafs the rivey. I’his long march 

having 
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having mightily fatigued our travcllep, they were flopped by a very furprifing fight; 
the river was preffed by two rocks, and on each fide its pafFage, at no more than 
twenty feet diftance from one another ; and the water, going through this ftreight 
precipitated itfclf into a valley, anu ftiade a leap of two hundred fathoms: here it 
was that Pizarro caufed that famous bridge to be made for his troops to pafs over, 
which is fo much boafled of by the Spanim hiflorians. 

But finding the way not at all better on the other fide, and the provifion grow- 
ing more and more fcarcc every day, Pizarro refolved to make a brigantine, to carry 
by water all his tick men, provifions, baggage, and the gold which they had got 
ainongfl; them. 'I’his was no fniall difficulty ; but induflry and necclTity furmounted 
it, and the vcfl'el being finiflietl, Pizarro .embarked all in it that hindered his marcli, 
and gave the command of it to Francis (frellana, with fifty foldiers ; giving him ex- 
prefs order not to part far from him, but to come every night to the camp. He 
obferved this order exactly, till his general, feeing all his* men much pinched witli 
hpnger, coiiiinanded him to go and feek fome jirovifums and cottages where his 
men might be refreflied. Orellana had no fooner received his orders, but he laiinclied 
out into the middle of the river, and the rapiiHty of the flream carried him as fall 
as he could wifh, for he made above one hundred leagues in three days, Avithout 
the ufe of either /ails or oars. 

The current of Coca carried him into another river which w as much larger, but not 
near fo fwift : he made his obfervations cT it tme whole day, and ftteing tliat the' 
farther he went down, the more the river widened; he made no doubt but this was 
that great river whicli had been fo often and in vain fought alter. 'I'he joy he 
conceived at his good fortune, fo tranfported him, that it made' him quite forget 
himfelf, fo that dreaming only of the enjoyment of this good fuccel’s, and trampling 
upon his duty, oath, fidelity, and gratitude, he had now nothing in view but to 
bring about the enterprize he was contrivitig. 'J o this end he perfuaded his com- 
panions that the country was not the fame with that which their general had deferibed ; 
that it had not that plenty the cazique had told him he fhould find at the joining 
of the two rivers ; that they mull certainly float along farther, to find that pleafant 
and fertile country, where they might Itore themfelves with provifions; and befides 
that they all faw there was no likelihood of getting up this river again which they 
came down in three days, but ;is he btlieved, could ni.'i make the fame way back 
again in the fpace of a whole year ; that it was much more reafonable to wait for 
their company pn this new river ; am' that in the mean time it was necefl'ary for 
them to go and feek provifions. , 

Tl'ius concealing his defign, he hoifled fail ; and tibandoning himfelf to the wind, 
to his fortune, and to his refolution, he thought of nothing but purfuing the courfe 
of the river, till he fhould difeover it quite to the fea. His companions were amazed 
at the manner of his putting in execution the defign he hail been propofirig to them, 
and thought themfelves obliged to tell him, that lie went beyond the orders of his 
general ; and that in the extreme want he was in, they ought to carry him tht‘ 
little provifions they could find ; and that he had given fufficieni* cvfdunce he had 
fome ill defign, becaufe he had neglefled to leave tw'o canoes* at the bank of the 
two rivers, as the general had appointed him, for his army to pafs over in. 'Fhefe 
remonflrances were made chiefly by a Dominican friar named Gafpar de Carvajal, 
and by a young gentleman of Badajos in Spain, called Fernand Sanches de Vargas. 
The confideration they had for theft* two perfons, Qccafioiied a divifion in the com- 
pany in this little veflel into two parties; and from words they were like to have 
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falFen to blows, but that Orellana, ftifling thw gratitude by his diflimulation, by^fair 
protell^tions, and great promifes, appeafi^ this diforder. 

By means of his friend he had in the veffel, he gained moft of the foldiers that were 
againft him to his fide ; and* feeing the two heads t>f the other party left almoh alone, 
he caufed Fernand Sanches de Vargas to be fet alhore, leaving him quite alone, with- 
out visuals and without arms, in a difmal wildernefs; bounded, on one fide, with 
high momitains, and with a river on the other. He had more prudence than to treat 
the friar after the fame manner, yet he gave him to underhand, that it was not for 
him to penetrate any more into the intentions of his commander, unlefs he had a miiul 
to be feverely chaftifed. After this he continued his voyage ; and the next day, being 
willing to know if he might depend upon all that were with him for the fuccels of his 
refolutions, he let them know that he ^pired to a much higher pitch of dignity than 
what he might have obtained in the fervice of Pizarro : that he owed every thing fo 
himfelf and to his king ; and that his fortune having, as it were, led him by the hand 
to the greateft and moll defirable difeovery that was ever made in the Indies, namcl\ , 
the great river upon which ‘they were failing ; which coming out of Peru, and run- 
ning from weft to call, was the fineft channel in the New World, through which they 
might pal's from the fouthern to the northern fea ; that he could not, without betray- 
ing thenf all, and without ravilhing from them the fruits of their voyage and induftry, 
make others fliare in a favour which heaven had referved for therfi alone. By this 
means he ealily quieted thefe murmurs, and brought his men to have a lhare of that 
ambition which flamed in his own brealt. His necelTities forced him alhore for pro- 
vilions, and, as he did not take thefe with that gcntlenefs and prudence that became 
him in a ftrange country ; the natives unanimoully took up arms, and with great bold- 
nefs fell upon the Spaniards, who defended themfelves with much courage, and killed 
many of their antagonills with their crofs-bows ; and upon infpecling their bodies, 
found that feveral of tliem were women ; as indeed it w'as no uncommon thing for the 
Indian women, in that country, to fight by the fides of their hufbands ; but our Spa- 
niard, having a romantic head, improved this flight incident into a formal hiftory of 
a great nation of Amazons, fettled upon this river : by which fable he overturned his 
great defign of beftow'ing his own name upon it, and thereby perpetuating the 
memory of his paflage ; for from this ftory of his it received the name which it ftill 
bears, and will always bear, of the river of Amazons. 

He took care, in the remaining part of his paflage, to behave with more prudence 
and mildnefs to the people he met with, among whom were many gentle, and even 
polite natiohs, as well as others fierce and warlike. In fine, he paffed quite down the 
river to the fea ; and having coafted about a cape, now called the North Cape, which 
by the way is the name the French have bellowed on the country of Guiana, two hun- 
dred leagues from the ifland of Trinidada, he failed direftly thither, and there bought 
a Ihip to carry hiiti to Spain ; where he made fuch a report of the countries he had 
feen, to the F.mperor Charles V. that he obtained as ample a commilTion as he. could 
defire ; and, in the year 1 549, failed with three Ihips for the river of Amazons j but 
this fecond expedition was the very reverfe of the firft, as being unfortunate from the 
beginning ; for a* cpntagious diftemper, fpreading among his men, obliged him to quit 
two of his three Ihips, and afterwards his company was fo reduced as to fail in a fmall 
bark, with whith he propofed to profecute his difeovery ; but being fhipwreckeJ on 
the coaft of the Caraccas, he there loft the reft of his men, and fopn after died him- 
felf on the ifland of St. Margaret, of downright defpair. , • 

The ill fuccefs of Orellana’s voyage cooled the ardent defire the Spaniards had for 
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the difcovery of the river of Amazons, and it feemed quite extinguifhed by the civil 
wars of Peru, till the Marquis de Caguete, being viceroy of that kingdom, a gentle- 
man of Navarre, named Peter de Orfua, who had always entertained thoughts worthy 
of his ^at courage, turned his dfeligns on this great river, and believed he Ihould 
be more fortunate than Orellana. He prefented himfelf to the viceroy, and propofed 
his defigns to him, who, being well acquainted with his merit, commended hi§ refo- 
lution ; and was perfuaded that if ib difficult a matter ffiould fuccecd, it mull be by 
the conduct of fo wife and brave a commander. Mofl; of the gentry came to offer 
their fervice to Orfua, who was fo much in every one’s efteem, that there was no fol- 
dier fo old but would leave his retirement with pleafure, to fervo under fo excellent a 
general ; he made choice of fuch amongft them as were fit for his purpofe ; and to 
carry on the famous conquefl; he defigned, he made all neceflary provifions, to which 
all the lords and inhabitants of the towns coittributcd with a great deal of liberality, 
being well perfuadt'd that Orfua had qualities that well deferved to be obliged. 

He departed from Cufeo in 1560, with the acclamations and good wiffies of all the 
inhabitants of that place : he was attended with above feveii hundred good foldiers, 
and with a confiderable number of good horfes. Being well verfed in the map of 
Peru, and having been for fome tiuie laying the fcheme of his journey, he marched 
direftly to the province of Mofilones firll, to meet the river Moyabaniba, by which 
he was fure of entering into the river of Amazons, One would have hoped, an at- 
tempt fo wifely laid, and fo univcrfally approved, Ihould have had a happy ifl’ue, yet* 
never was any projeft more uni'uccefsful ; for Orfua had taken with him one Don 
Fernand de Gufman, a young man lately come from Spain, and another more ad- 
vanced in years, named Lopez d’Aguira of Bifcay, a little ill-favoured man, whom ho 
had made his enfign. Thele two wretches fell in love with their general’s lady, 
whofe name was Agnes, and who had accompanied her hulband in all his travels ; and 
thinking they had a favourable occafion to I'atisfy their lull and ambition together, they 
engagad Orfua’s troop to revolt, and aflallinated him. 

After the tragical fact, the traitors who committed it, who to the number of feven 
or eight were in a ftrict confederacy, elected Don Fernand de Gufman for their king, 
whofe mind was vain enough to receive that title which became him Jo little ; but he 
did not enjoy it long ; for thofe very perfons that had gi\'en him the quality of king, 
•^ave him his death wound too ; ;md D’Aguira fiicccedcd him ; who made himfelf king, 
notwithftanding the rcmonllrances of others. Flc gave all thofe he had gained to his 
party to underltand, that he intended to make hiinlelf mailer of Guiana, of Peru, and 
of the new kingdom of Grenada ; and promifed them all the riches of thofe great 
kingdoms. His reign was fo bloody and barbarous, that the like tyranny was fcarce 
ever heard of in the world. Therefore the Spaniards, to this day, called him the 
tyrant. However, he commanded Orfua’s veffels, and went down the river Coca into 
Amazon, hoping to obtain one of thofe kingdoms, and to make a confiderable pro- 
grefs into it ; but having entered the Amazon, he was not able to mailer the current 
of h, and fo was conftrained to fuffer himfelf to be carried down to the mouth of the 
river above a thoufand leagues from the place where he embarked, and wgis driven into 
the great channel which goes to the North Cape, being the fame way Orellana had 
tak^ before him. Going out of the Amazon he came to the illand of St. Margaret, 
which is, to this day, called the Tyrant’s Port. There he killed Don Irean de Villa 
Aadrada, governor of the iiland, and Don John Sermiento his father. 

JU^er theif death, with the affiftance of one John Burg, he made himfelf mafter of 
the iliirti, plundered it entirely, and there committed unheard-of barbarities ; he killed 
* all 
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air that oppofed him, and paffed from thence to Cum|na, where he exercifed tfie lame 
cruelties. He, after that, defolated all thofe coafts that beat the name of Caraccas, 
and all the provinces along the rivers Venezuella and Bacho. He then came to St. 
Martha, where he put all to ‘the fword, and en*:ered the new kingdom of Grenada, 
Jefigning to march from thence through Quito into Peru. In this kingdom he was 
forced to a battle, in which he was utterly defeated and put to flight, and all ways 
being flopped, when he found he mufi; perifh, he thereupon begun his tragedy with a 
fort of barbarity, without example. He had a daughter by his wife Mendoza, that 
had followed him in all his expeditions, and whom he loved entirely : daughter (faid 
he to her) 1 mufl kill thee ; I defigned to have placed thee on a throne, but fince 
fortune oppofes it I am not willing thou fhouldft live to fufler the fliame of becoming 
a Have to my enemies, and of being called the daughter of a tyrant and a traitor : — 
“ Die my child, die by the hand of thy father, if thou haft not courage enough to 
die by thy own — She, furprized at this difeourfe, defircd him, at leaft, to give her 
fome time to prepare for death, and to beg of God the pardon of her fins. This he 
granted, but, thinking her foo tedious in her devotion, as fhe was praying upon her 
knees he fliot her through the body with a carbine ; but having not killed her out- 
right, he lliick his dagger into her heart, and flic falling down at the ftrokc, cried, 
“ Ah h’tfther, it is enough.” Soon after her death he was taken prifoner, and car- 
ried to the ifland La Trindada, where he had a confiderable ellate.' His procefs was 
made, and he condemned to be quartered. J le was publicly executed j his houfes 
razed to the ground, and the places where they ftood lowed with fait. 

I chofe to mention the attempts of the Spaniards to penetrate into this country 
on the fouth-ride,'firft ; tlvat 1 might end vvivh thofe atrcmpis made by the fame nation 
upon the north, by the great river Oronoco, or, as moll of our Englilh writers write 
it, after the h'rench manner, Oronoque, by which alfo Sir Walter Raleigh made his 
attempt. 'Fhe firft perfon we read of who engaged in this defign of finding and 
making himfelf mafler of the inea’s new city of Manoa, was Diego de Ordaca, who 
failed from Spain with a great force for this purpofe, in the year 1531 ; which, by the 
way, fhews how early this notion was taken up, and that it w^as not, as is commonly 
believed, invented by the Indians, to rid themfelves of Gonzalo Pizarro. This Diego 
de Ordaca, with fix hundred foot and thirty horfe, reached the Oronoro, where, by 
a feries of unlucky accidents, too long for us to relate, his expedition was totally 
ruined : yet one of thefe accidents proved the means (as the Spaniards pretend and 
believe) of making a full difeovery of this famous city ; and the ftory is thus told 
When Ordaca came firft upon this coaft, and anchored in the harbour of Morequito, 
his magazine of powder, by fome mifchancc, blew up ; and this being imputed to 
the carelelTnefs of Juan Martinez, his mafter gunner, he was condemned to be Ihot for 
it ; but the feamen prevailed to have this punifliment changed into his being put alone 
into a little canoe, with his arms only, and without any provifions, and fo committed 
to the mercy of the wind and waves. 

In this wretched cdlidition he was found by fome of the Indians, or favages, who, 
having never feen a white man before, paffed him about from one place to another, till 
he came to the roy 4 city of Manoa, where the King no fooner faw him than he knew 
him to be a Chriftian and a Spaniard, for this happened but a very little after the Mar- 
quis Pizarro h|d deftroyed the empire of the inca’s in Peru. This, prince, however, 
received him civilly enough, though he was for from forgetting the cruelties exercifed 
by the Spaniards on his countrymen. He kept him feven months at Manoa ; but in 
all that time he was never fuffefed to go without the city, or even to pafa through the 
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ftreets of it without a guard, |pd a cloth bound over his eyes. At the end of this 
fpace, when it was perceived that Martinez had acquired, in fome meafure, ^ the lan- 
guage of the country, the King fent for him, and propofed two things to his choice, 
viz. either to remain with him as loijg as he lived, or to* return into his own country, 
and he chofe the latter ; upon which the King fent him under a guard the (horteft 
way to the river Oronoco ; but, at the time he diftniiTed him, he was pleafed to Ijcftow 
on him, as a mark of his favour, a confiderable quantity of gold, which, however, was 
taken from him by the favages on the frontiers, and by the Oronocoponi, a nation fa 
called from their living upon the banks of that great river. They left him, however, 
two large bottles, in which they thought he kept his drink, but which were really 
filled with gold dufl, and thefe he brought along with him to the illand of Trinidada, 
from whence he went afterwards to St. Juan de Puerto Rico, where he lived for fome 
time, and from whence he intended to have procured a palfage to Spain ; but being 
feized there with a mortal difeafe ; after he had received the extreme unclion, and faw 
no hopes of life, he caufed his two bottles of gold to be brought, and the account he 
had written of his voyage : the gold he gave to tlie chinch for mafl'es to be faiJ for 
his foul, and the relation of his voyage was entered at large, in the regifters of the 
chancery of St. Juan de Puerto Rico. 

To this Martinez the Spanifh writers unanimoufly aferibe' the difeovery* of this 
famous city, whick he ftiled Manoa el Dorada, or the Golden Manoa, on account of 
the prodigious quantities of that metal which he had feen there, in their palaces, tern- - 
pies, and other public edifices, but more efpt'cially in their drunken fcalts, of which 
he gave the following very fmgular account : — that thofe who drank with the King 
were quite naked, and having their bodies rubbed over with a kind of thin gummy 
balfam, they were then powdered with gold-dull, fo as to be gilt from head to foot ; — 
this relation, whether true or falfe, proved of very fatal confequence to the Spaniards, 
for it gave occalion to (fome fay twenty, others fixty) leveral cx[H;diiions in fearch of 
this golden city, all of them with very indill'erent fuccefs. Juan (an'fez attempted it 
with thirty men, but neither he nor they were ever hoard of more. Gafpar de Sylva, 
and his two brothers, failed with two hundred men, from the Canaries, to reinforce 
Diego de Ordaca ; and, after taking a great deal of pains, to no purpofe, returned to 
the ifland of rrinidada, where they died. 

Another adventurer, in the fame way, was Don Pedro Ifernandez de Serpa, who 
landed at Cumana, and afterwards marched bv land on tlif banks of the Oronoco till 
he came to an Indian nation called "Wikiri, who oppofed his further palfage, and at- 
tacked his men with fuch fury, tl'at oui, eighteen of his Spaniards efcaped from the 
battle ; yet this enterprife was of particular fervicc to Sir Walter ; for it fell out 
that when Captain Amias Prelion took the city of St. Jago de I.con by Itorm, he 
made one of thefe adventurers prifoner, who gave him a large account of the vaft 
riches the Spaniards hoped to find in this country, which coming to the ears of Sir 
Walter Raleigh, induced him to make diligent and llrid fearch into the original of 
this (lory, whence he came to colleft a multitude of hiltories, reliting to this matter of 
which we have given the reader only a few, that he might fee upon ,what grounds 
this expedition was undertaken, or rather what realbn Sir Walter 'Raleigh thought 
fit to aflign for his voyage, in order to draw fuch an approbation of it as was ne- 
ceflary, from thofe whom nothing but a fliow of Vaft and immediate profit could 
tempt ; for, I muft confefs, it feems very doubtful to me, whether Sir Walter Raleigh 
gave entire credit to thefe accounts, or not ; but whatever his own opinion was, he 
had certainly a right to ufe them as popular arguments for promoting his defign, 
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fmce no politician ever doubted that it is lawful to cheat men as well as children 
for thdr own good. But he took care to provide reafons of another nature, for 
men of other minds : he ftewed them that of all the countries in America, the 
moll profitable, the beft fituated, the eafieft planted, the moft defenfible, was Guiana. 
Thefe notes of excellency I have collefted from his writings upon this fubjeft, which 
are ve/y artfully immethodical, and, under an apparent careleflhefs of ftile and order, 
arc fo wrote, as to affed the mind of the reader with an opinion, that he has made 
dil'coveries in Sir Walter’s treatife, by penetrating into thofe fecrets which he meant 
to conceal ; while, alas ! the true fecret is, that he meant thus to catch us, and 
make every man’s uiiderftanding revolt in his favour. 

It was necelfary, in his time, and more cfj^ecially to him ; and therefore his de- 
lign is as commendable as his execution is inimitable. But that he might proceed 
cautioufly in an affair of fuch importance, he feiit before him one Captain Whid- 
don to take a view of thp coaft, that lie might be perfedlly informed of the ftate 
things were then in, and thereby become more able to take the proper meafurcs 
for overcoming rhofe difficulties, which a man of l-;fs fagacity would have efteemed 
infuperable. 'I'his gentleman did his bufmefs effeclually, though he met with fome 
obltrucHon from the lorce, and luUercd much greater inconveniences from the 
frauds eff the Spaniards, who were at that time bent upon the fame defign, and 
laliouring with the utmoll diligence to difeover and fecure this valuable country. 

Among other adventurers there was one Gonzales Ivimenes de Cafada, a man of 
greater courage than good fortune ; who, after having had a large lhare in the 
conquell of New (irenada, atteinpfed to penetrate into Guiana ; but after a great 
expence, and incredible fatigue, to no purpofe, was obliged to return, difappointed 
indeed, but not in tlelpair. This gentleman had an only daughter, whom he 
married to Don Antonio de Berreo ; to whom, with a large fortune, he bequeathed 
this expedition, taking Irom him an oath, that he would profecute the difeovery 
and conquell of Guiana to the lall hour of his life. He, to fulfil this obli- 
gation, undertook this enterprize, with leven hundred horfe, attended by a vaft 
number of Indian Haves ; but after marching five hundred leagues in purfuit of 
this projefl, he, w'as obligtxl to return, but brought with him from the frontiers 
of Guiana forty plates of gold, and many other valuable curiofities, fufficient to 
fortify him in his refoiutlon not to abandon the dcfign. It w'as this Berreo that 
Captain Whiddon had to deal with, and of whom he made a very bad report on his 
return. 

When Sir Walter’s project was ripe for execution, he w’as affifted by the Lord 
Admiral How'ard and Sir Robert Cecil, fo that in* the beginning of the year 1595 
he was ready to proceed ; and it appears, from his relation, that he had in the 
whole five ffiips. He does not tell us the name of his own, which he commanded 
in perfon ; though as to the reft, he diftinguiffies them plain enough ; fb that 
we perceive the Lion’s Whelp, which w'as the Lord Admiral’s, was commanded by 
Captain George Gifford ; ('aptain Keymis had the command of a galego, befides 
a bark, which w,as committed to Captain Crofs, and another to Captain Calfield. 
The whole number />f men in this fleet is not mentioned ; but the feled company of 
officers, gentlemen, and fiuldier'^, he ufed in his difeoveries, exceeded not one 
hundred. .* * 

Thus pft^gared he departed from Plymouth on the 6th of February following, 
and failed to the Grand Canaries, and fo to Teneriff, whare he waited awhile for the 
Lion’s Whelp, and for Captaiil Araias Prefton. But this captain difappointed him, 
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and went upon tinother adventure, which proved fome difadvantage in the profecutlon 
of his difcoveries. After waiting feven or eight days, to no purpofe, he failed 
with his oWn fliip and a bark, commanded by Captain. Crofs, to the ifland ofTri- 
nidada, where he arrived the azd of March, and fpent a confiderable fpace of time 
in viewing that ifland, examining all its ports and havens, and even every little 
creek, with infinite care and exaftnefs. The reafons which moved him to this ftay 
were two ; the firft, that he might revenge himfelf upon Berreo for the injuries he 
had done Captain Whiddon’s people, eight of whom he betrayed into his hands, 
and then ufed them barbaroufly ; the other was, that he might obtain fome account 
of the continent, and of the moft proper method for entering into Guiana, in both 
of which he fucceeded, in fpite of all the care the Spanifli governor could take to hin- 
der it. At laft, perceiving that the Spaniards were contriving meafures for his de- 
ftruftion, and knowing there could be nothing more fatal than to leave an enemy 
at his back, he refolved to make himfelf mafter of this place, which he knew 
would gain him the fricndfliip, as well as fecure him the obedience, of the Indians, 
who by the Spaniards were moft cruelly opprefl'ed. Accordingly he feiit Captain 
Calfield to attack the main-guard with fixty men, and following himfelf with forty 
more, reduced the town of St. Jofeph without mucli trouble. 

The inhabitant^ he fc‘t at liberty, keeping only the governor and his jJpaniards 
prifoners ; and afterwards, at the requeft of the Indians, burnt the place ; but though 
he gratified them in this refpeft, yet, in all others, he afted towards his prifoners, 
and more efpecially towards the governor, with fo much civility and kindnefs, that 
he drew from him a faithful account of all his adventures in purfuit of the defign 
before mentioned. I'he fame day that Raleigh made his conqudft arrived Captain 
Giflbrd and Captain Keymis, and in their (hips divers gentlemen, and others, which 
to his little army was a great fuccour and folr.ce. 'I'lien proceeding upon his dil- 
covery, Raleigh firft called all the chiefs of the ifland together, who were enemies 
to the Spaniards ; for fome of them Berreo had brought out of other countries, and 
planted there to eat out and wafte the natives ; then by the Indian interpreter, w'hom 
he carried out of England, he made them underftand, “ He was the fervant of a 
Queen, who was the greateft caaique in the north, and a virgin, who had more ca- 
ziques under her command than there were trees in that ifland ; that fhe was an 
enemy to the Caftelans, in regard of their tyranny aiu,! opprelTion ; and, having 
freed all the coafts of the northern w'orld from their iervitude, had lent him to 
free them alfo ; and withal, to 'efend the country of Guiana from their invafion 
and conqueft.” Then he fhewed them Her Majefty’s picture, which they fo admired 
and honoured, that it had been eafy to have made them idolatrous thereof. 

The like and larger fpeeches he made in a folemn manner fo the reft of the 
nations, both in his paflage to Guiana and to thofe of the borders, fo as in that 
part of the world the Queen of England’s fame was diffufed with great admiration. 
This done, Raleigh returned to Curiapan ; and though he had learnt of Berreo that 
Guiana was fome hundred miles further than the accounts he had received of Captain 
Whiddon had reprefented it, he kept the knowledge thereof from 'his company, 
who he much feared would have been difeouraged thereby from-profecuting the dif- 
covery. When Raleigh had further gathered from, Berreo the proceedings of the 
paft adventurers and his own, he told him he was come upon the fame defign, and 
was refolved to fee Guiana. Berreo ufed many arguments to difluade him ; as 
that he mull venture in very light and fmall boats, to pafs fo many dangerous {hal- 
lows, and could not carry vitluals enough above half the way ; that none of the 
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country would fpeak with him, and if he fc^ow'ed them would bum their towns j 
befides, the way was long, the winter at hand, and the rivers beginning to fwell ; 
but, above all, that the kings and lords who bordered upon Guiana, had decreed that 
none of them Ihould trade with any Chriftians for gold, becaufe the fame would be 
their own overthrow. Raleigh, refolving however to make trial, direded his vice- 
admiijil Captain Giflbrd and Captain Calfield to turn eaftward againft the mouth of 
the river Capuri, and gave them inftrudions to enter at the edge of the flioal, and 
upon the bell of the flood to thruft over, but they laboured in vain, nor did the flood 
continue fo long, but the water fell before they could pafs the fands, though they 
ufed all the flcill and diligence they could. 

Then Raleigh fent one King, mafter of the Lion’s Whelp, to try another branch, 
called Amana, if either of the fniall Ihips* would enter ; but when he came to the 
mouth, he found it like the reft ; after him went John DoWglas, who difeovered four 
fair entrances, but all ftiOal and (hallow in the bays leading to them. In the mean 
time Raleigh, fearing the word, caufed his carpenter to cut down an old galego 
boat; to fit her with banks for oars, and fo as (he might draw but five feet. 
In this went Raleigh with gentlemen and officers, to the number of threefcOre; 
in the Lion’s Whelp boat and w'herry they carried twenty; Captain Calfield, in 
his wherfy, carried ten ; and a barge of Raleigh’s ten more ; this was all the means 
they had, having left their (hips at Curiapan, to carry a hundred ifien with weapons 
and provifions for a month, expofed to all the extremes of the weather, all the 
hazards of the water, to lie open to the air, and upon hard boards by night in 
ftornis of rain, or under the burning fun by day, to fniell the wet clothes of fo 
many crowded together, the dreiling of their food, and that moftly dale fi(h, in the 
fame place, to be in fiich a labyrinth of rivers, in fuch a remote unknown region ; 
what prifon could be more loathfome and unhealthy, what pro/peft more fear- 
ful and defolate ? At firll ietting out they had twenty miles of a high fea to crofs 
in thefe crazy boats, fo that they were driven before the wind into the bottom of 
the bay of Guanipa, inhabited by inhuman cannibals, who fliot poifoned arrows, and 
from thence to enter one ot the rivers of which Dowglas had brought tidings. 
After four days they got above <^he force jf the tide, and might have wandered a 
year about, and never been able to extricate ihemfelves ; in fuch a general con- 
fluence or rendezvous of ftreams were they now bewildered, and fo refembling one 
another, as not to be diftinguifhtd, but imperceptibly circulating and driving them 
about into the fame place where they had been before, pafllng between many iflands 
and ftraits, whofc borders were fo thickly arched and overfliadotv^ed with trees, 
as bounded their fight the breadth of the rivet and the length of the avenue, 
while the gloominefs of the profped added horror to the loathfomenefe of the places 
in which they were confined. 

At length, on the 2 2d of May 1595, they fell into a river, which, becaufe it bad 
no name, they called the Red Crofs River, thefe being the firft Chriftians who 
ever entered the fame : w'hen they drew into a creek, which led to a town upon this 
river, their Indian pilot, named Ferdinando, landing, was fet upon by his countrymen, 
who hunted him wjth dogs ; whereupon Raleigh feized an old man palling that 
way, and threatened to cut off his head, if he did not procure his pilot’s liberty; 
but he, by his Jigility, foon efcaped them, and fwam to Raleigh’s barge ; however, 
they kept the old man, and ufed him kindly, afluring themfelves of uleful informa- 
tion from a native, fo long converfant in thofe parts. aAnd indeed, but for this 
accident, they had never tbuild their way forward to the country they fought, 
10 * nor 



DISCOVERIES' AKD SETTLEMENTS 


aod 

nor back to that where their Ihips lay?; the old man himfelf being often in the 
utmoll perplexity which river to take, lb numerous and intricate they were. The 
people who inhabit the countries at the mouth of this great river, are compre- 
hended under the general name of Tivitivas, a bold and hardy race of people, who 
know the value' of liberty, and have courage enough to defend it : they live in 
houfes during the fummer, or dry feafon, but in the wet or winter months, they 
live in little huts, which are built upon trees, a thing common enough on this 
coaft, and even in the Eaft Indies, where the countries are excelfively wet. 

,After this, Raleigh’s barge ran a-ground, and that with fuch force, that it did not 
feem very probable they Ihould be able to get her ofl'; fo that the difeovery feemed 
at a Hand ; but on the fourth day after this accident happened they fet her on float, 
and, ftrUcing into the Amana, one of the noblefl. branches of the Oronoco, they 
continued their voyage, but with incredible fatigue. As they were now within 
five degrees of the Line, Sir Walter was forced to keep up their fpiriis by direfting 
his pilots to give them hopes from time to time that their labours would foon have 
an end. At length the old Indian pilot they had on board, perceiving that their 
provifions were quite exhaufted, and that they were in danger of perilhing with- 
out an immediate fupply, told them that if they would venture up a river on their 
right hand, he would bring them to a town where they might be furt of re- 
frelhmcnts, and be able to return before night. Sir Walter took him at his 
word, and went immediately into his boat with eight mulketeers, followed by the 
Captains Giftbrd and Calfield in their wherries, with eight men a-piece. But it 
appeared that the Indian pilot had learned Sir Walter’s art, for they not only rowed 
all day, but all night, without feeing any town, and a lefs prudem captain than he 
would have been tempted to have punifhed the pilot for giving them falfe hopes. 
Yet about one the next morning they reached this long expelled town, and ob- 
tained thofe fupplies of which they ilood fo much in need. In the mean time the 
company in the galley manned out a boat in fearch of them, but next day they 
returned and continued their courfe. After they had made this hungry and ha- 
zardous voyage for fburfeore miles in that river, w'hich, befides other ftrange fifhes 
of marvellous bignefs, abounded wnth crocodiles, w'hence the people named it the 
river of Lagartis, Raleigh had a very proper young negro attending upon him in 
his galley, who, leaping out to fwim in the mouth of this river, was in the fight 
of them all inilantly devoured by one of thefe amphibious animals. 

Not long after, being again in want < '' victuals, they took tw'o canoes laden with 
excellent bread, being run alljoro by the Indians in them, called Arwaycas, 
who fled to hide thcmlelvc.s in the woods, iearing, througli the prepoflefllons of the 
Spaniards, that Raleigh and his company were cannibals. Raleigh, purfuing them 
in hopes of fomc init lligencc, found, as he w'as creeping through the bulhes, a re- 
finer’s bafket ; in which were quickfilver, I'alt-petre, and divers other materials for 
the trial of metals, and alfo the dull of fome ore that iiad been refined. But in 
two other canoes that efcaped them, they heard of a good quantity of ore and gold. 
Raleigh then landed more men, and offered five hundred pounds to Jiny/if his foldiers 
who Ihould take one of the Spaniards. He found the Arwaycas hidden in the woods, 
who had been pilots to the Spaniards, of w'hich Raleigh kept the chief for his pilot, 
and carried him to (iuiana ; by whom he underltodd in what parts the Spaniards 
laboured for gold, which he divulged to two of his company, knowing both the 
leafon of the year and other conveniences would be wanting to work any mine 
himfelf. After reermting his people with wholei'omeitfefrelhments, he continued his 

voyage: 



OF THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. • 209 

voyage : the men feemed now quite as well pleafed as their commander had been 
from the beginning, and of their own accord olfered to go as far as he would? 
fo that on the fifteenth day from their leaving their Ihips he entered the great 
river Oronoco, and had an opportunity of fatislying himfelf as to the number and 
names of the Indian nations that inhabited both fides of it. 

After having pafled the mountain Aio, and a great iiland which he mentions, 
he reached on the fifth day of his entering the great river aforefaid, as high as 
the province of Aromaia, and anchoring at the port of Morequito, which is full 
three hundred miles within the land, upon the faid great river Oronoco, he fenl a 
meffenger to the old king of Aramaia, named I'opiowary, who came the next day before 
noon on foot from his houfc, and returned tfte fame evening, being twenty-eight miles 
backwards and forwards, though himfelf was one hundred and ten years of age. He 
had many attendants of both fexes, who came alfo to wonder at the Englifli, and 
brought them great plenty of flefli and iifh, with divers fort of fruits. When the old 
king had refreihed himfelf awhile in the tent, v'hich Raleigh had caufed to be 
pitched for him, they entered by the interpreter into difeourfe about the murder 
of Morequito his predeceffor, and the other barbarities of the Spaniards. Then 
Raleigh acquainted him with the caufe of his coming thither, whofe fervant he 
was, and that it was his Queen’s pleafure he fliould undertake this voyage for their 
defence, and to deliver them from the tyranny of the Spaniards, dilating at large 
(as he had done before at Trinidada) on Her Majefty’s power, her juftice, and 
her clemency towards all opprelled nations ; all which being with great reverence 
and attention received, he began to found the old man touching Guiana, as what 
fort of comnionwcTilth it was ; liow governed ; of what ftrength and policy ; of what 
extent ; w'ith whom in alliance or enmity ; laftly, the dillance and way to enter the 
heart of the country. The King gave fuch an ample and perfed account of thef'e 
particulars, that Raleigh wondered to find a man of fuch gravity, judgment, and 
good difeourfe, without the help of learning or breeding. 

After his departure Raleigh failed weflwaid to view the famous river Caroli, botli 
becaufe it was fo wonderful in itfelf, and led to the ffrongefl. nations of ail the 
frontiers, w^ho WTre enemies to the I’ipuremei, fubjeCts to the Inca or Emperor of 
Guiana, and Manoa ; even w'hen he was fhort of it, or lower down than the port 
of Mf>requito, he heard the roaring falls of this rivei' ; but when he (.'ntered it 
with his barge and wherries, thinking to have gone up fome forty miles to the 
Cafiagotos, he was not able, with a barge of eight oars, to row one llonc’s-throw 
in an hour, and yet the river is as broad as the Thames at Wool w'ich. Therefore 
encamping on the banks, he fent off an Indian to acquaint the nation upon the river 
of his arrival and his purpofe, and that he defired to fee the lords of Canuri, 
who dwelt in that province. Then one of the princes came down, named Wanu- 
retona, with many of his people, and brought great flore of provifions, as the 
reft had done. By him Raleigh found the Carolians were not only enemies to 
the Spaniards, but moft of all to the Epuremei, who abounded in gold ; and that 
there were three mighty nations at the head of that river which would join them 
againft them ; he yyas further informed by one Captain George whom he had taken 
with Berreo, that near the banks of this river there was a great filver mine, 
but the rivers Were now all fo rifen, that it was not poflible for the ftrength of men, with 
any boat, to row againft the ftream. Therefore he difpatched a party of bt'twcon 
thirty and forty to coaft the river by land, while himfeif, with a few' oliicers and 
half a dozen fhot, marched c^ver land to view the ftrange apd wonderl'ul over- 
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falls of the faid river Carol!, which roared at fuch a diftance, and the plains adjoining^ 
with the reft of the province of Canuri. 

When they had got to the top of the firft hills, overlqoking the river, they beheld 
that protftgious breach of water which poured down Carol!, and how it ran in three 
ftreams for twenty miles together ; no lefs than ten or a dozen of the fteep catarafts 
appeared in fight, each as high above the other as a church tower, which rnlhed 
down with fuch violence, that the very rebound of the waters made tlie place feem as 
if it had been all over covered with a great fliower of rain ; and in fonie places 
they took it at firft for a thick fmoak which had rifen out of fome great town, till 
• they drew nearer down in the valley to this thunder of waters, where they better dil- 
cerned and diftinguiflied the effects of it. And here Raleigh fays he never faw' a 
more beautiful country, nor more lively profpetts ; the hills fo raifed up and down 
about the valleys ; the w aters winding into luch various branches ; the plains lb clear 
of brulh and flirub, and covereil all with fair green grafs ; the ground of hard fanti, 
and eafy for the march cither for horfe or foot; the ileer eroding in every path; 
the birds towards the evening linging on every tree a thoufand feveral tunes, with 
cranes and herons, of white, crimfon and carnation, perched along the river-banks ; 
the air refrelhed with gentle eafterly breezes, and every ftone they ftooped to take 
up, promifing eitfier gold or fdver by its complexion. His company, at Iheir re- 
turn, brought feveral of thofe Hones home, which they rather found coloured out- 
wardly like gold, than any of that metal fixed in them ; for thofe who had leaft 
judgment or experience, kept only fuch as glittered, and would not be perfuaded 
but they were rich, becaufe they Ihone ; and thereby bred an opinion that all the 
reft W'ere no better. Yet Ibme of thofe ftonos Raleigh Ihcwed altfirwards to a Spa- 
niard of the Caraccas, who told him it w'as F.l Madr(; del Oro, that is, the Mother of 
Gold, and that the mine was farther in the ground : he received allb many other 
informations from thefe peo])Ie, fome of which, however, feemed fo bordfjr upon 
thofe fabulous accounts tlelivc-ri-tl by antiquity', but alway s luf]K'cted by men or fenfe ; 
which Raleigh reports, but with due caution. 

While he lay at anchor near the banks of the Caroli, he fpared no pains that were 
requifite to gain a thorough knowledge of the naint's and manners of tlie feveral Indian 
nations that lay farther within the country, w'hich was all, in that refpecl, left in his 
power ; there being many reafons which rendered his farther flay improper, and his 
return to his fleet a point of ablblute neceflity ; for he had been now ablriit above a 
month, had wandered in that fpace aboin four hundred nnles from the fea coafts ; and 
befides the winter was coming on very faff, and the greater river began to rife. Be- 
fides all this they had no inff ruments with them to open mines ; and H they ad- 
vanced farther, were to adt againff a numerous, civilized, and warlike people ; I'o that, 
having done more with a handful of people, and that too in fewer days than the 
Spaniards had been years in fearching for this ct)untry, he very wifely relolved to 
fubmit to ncfceffity, and feek the ftiorteft w'ay buck to his ftiips. Yet as he re- 
turned to the taff, he fpent Ibme time in difeovering the river towards the fea, 
which he had not furveyed, and w’hich he thought alfo necefl'ary ^o do ; in a day’s 
time he arrived again at the port of Morequito ; for, gliding <lown the ffream, he 
went without labour, though againff the wind, little lefs than one hundred miles a 
day j when he came to anchor, he was very defirous of farther conference with old 
Topiowary, who foon came with a multitude of his people flocking down to Raleigh’s 
tent upon the Ihore, loaded with prefents. 

When the old King was refreihed, and the croud retired, Raleigh, by his interpreter, 
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enitered into a long conference with him, telling him, that as both the Epuremei and 
the Spaniards were his enemies, the one having conquered Guiana already, and the 
other endeavoured to get it from both, he defired to be inftrufted, both in the belt 
way to the golden parts of 'Guiana, and the ci’dlized towns of the Inca. The King 
anfwered, he could not perceive Raleigh meant to proceed to the great city of 
Manoa, becaufe neither the feafon of the year, nor the ftrength of his company, 
would enable him ; for he remembered that in the plains of Maqureguarai, the firll 
town of Guiana, where all the gold plates were made which were fcattered over the 
neighbouring nations, and above four days journey from his own, three hundred Spa- 
niards were deftroyed who had no friends among the borderers j he therefore advifed 
Raleigh never to invade the ftrong parts of Guiana without the help of all thofe na- 
tions which were their enemies. Raleigh aiked, if he thought the company he had 
with him were fufficient to take that town ? The King thought they were, and of- 
fered to aflill him with all .his borderers, if he would leave him a guard of fifty men 
upon his departure. 

But Raleigh, knowing if they fhould efcape the Guianians, the Spaniards, exped- 
ing fupplies, w'ould repay upon him his treatment at Trinidada, very plaufibly excufed 
himfelf. Hereupon the King defired he would forbear him and his country at this 
time ; fcfr if the Epuremei fliould know he had given Raleigh any aid or intelligence, 
he fhould foon be overrun by them, nor could he avoid the Spaniards if they fhould 
return, who had before led him, feventecn days, in a chain like a dog, till he paid a 
hundred plates of gold and feveral chains of fpleen-flones, for his ranfom ; but if Ra- 
leigh would return in due feafon next year, he would engage all the borderers in the 
enterprise ; for that he could not more defire to make himfelf mafler of Guiana, than 
they to aflUt him, having been plundered in their wars by the Epuremei, of their 
women, whom to recover, they would willingly renew the war, without hopes of far- 
ther profit ; for the old King complained of it as a matter of grievous roflraint, that 
now they were confined to three or four wives apiece, who were wont to enjoy ten or 
a dozen, while the lords of their enemies had no lefs than fifty or a hundred ; but they 
feem to have had a political reafon for this recovery, to flrengthen their alliance, and 
increafe their forces ; thofe frontiers having been much depopulated, between the fub- 
jerts of the Inca and the Spaniards. 

Raleigh, after farther confultation, finding it abfolutely itnproper either to leave 
any of his company, or to* attempt war upon the Epuremei till the next year, ap- 
plied himfelf now, only to learn how thofe people wrought thofe plates of gold, which 
were difperfed about, and how they divided it from the flone. The King told him, 
that moll: of their plates and images were not fevered from tlie ftone ; but that, on the 
lake of Manoa, and many other rivers thereabouts, they gathered the perfeft grains of 
gold, and, mingling a proportion of copper, the better to work it, put it in a great 
earthen pot, under which they increafed the fire by the breath of men through long 
canes faftened to the holes under the faid pot, till the metal diflolved, which then they 
call; into moulds of flone and clay, and fo made thefe plates and images ; whereof 
Raleigh brought two forts into England, more to flicw the manner of them, than the 
value ; tor he gaVe, more pieces of gold of the twenty Hulling coin, with the Queen’s 
effigy upon them, among thefe people, to wear in honour of Her Majcfty, and to en- 
gage them in her fervice, than h*e received, fo little did he tnake his delign of gold 
known to them. He brought away with him, however, various famples both of the 
fpar and of the ore, which were fufficient to juftify his .reports of the riches of this 
country ; and he likewife brought with him the highell teflimony that could well 
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be given him of the fmcerc love and entire confidence of the natives, fince old Topio- 
wari, one of the wifeft, and none of the leaft powerful, princes in that country, lent 
over his own fon Cay woraco into England, where he was baptized with much cere- 
mony by the name of Gualtero. On "the other hand. Sir Walter left behind him, at 
their own requeft, two of his company, viz. Francis Sperry who was an excellent 
draftfman, and undertook to deferibe, as he did, all the country very exactly ; and 
Hugh Goodwin, a boy who waited upon Sir Walter, and who was to learn the lan- 
guages of the Indian nations, which he did to great perfedlion, but was unfortunately 
devoured by a wild bead. 

After this, a cacique whofe name was Putoma, and another whofe name was 
Warapana, offered to condu£l him to a gold mine, which they accordingly per- 
formed ; but the weather being extremely bad. Sir Walter was defirous to make as 
much hafte back as it was pollible to his Ihips, which he accordingly did ; but when 
he found himfelf on the fea coaff, and in a manner at the cn,d of his labours, he met 
with a moft dreadful and dangerous llorin, which drove them almofl; to their wits-end ; 
and at length, in a dark night, and in the midlt of the tempeft, he quitted his 
galley, which he found amongft Ihoals and fands, and in his boat thrufl out to fea, 
with fo much good fortune, however, that the next morning, by nine o'clock, they had 
fight of the iiland of Trinidada, and rowing cautioufly under the lliore, arriv'ed fafely 
at Curiapan, w'herc their veffels lay at anchor. In all this tedious and furpriling expe- 
dition, wherein they went through fuch a variety of dangers, being always alike ex- 
pofed to the feverities of the weather, and to the attempts of their enemies, abfolutely 
wanting moft of the conveniencies, and frequently even thi* necefl’aries of life, except 
the negro devoured by the crocodile, he loft not fo much as a fingle man, which 
amazed the Spanilh governor Berreo to the highefl degree, who openly profeffed 
his admiration of Sir Walter’s conduct and courage, which fo vihbly furpaffed thole 
of all the Spanilh captains employed in this fervice, from Orellana down to hirt^elf. 

After a ftiort ftay, to put his little fquadron in order, he faileil from frinidada 
on his return to England, and in his paffage home, landed and burnt fevcral of the 
Spanilh towns upon the coaft ; and on the 13th of July he met with Captain Prefton, 
under Cape St. Antonio, in the iiland of Cuba ; and on the 20th of ,the fame month 
purfued his voyage to England, where he fafely arrived, his expedition being exceed- 
ingly applauded, in profe and verfe, by all the reputed wits of thofe times. 

But it was not long before thofe who envied Raleigh began to circulate new 
calumnies, framed on purpofe to deprecia' * his difeovery. It is of fome confequence, 
even at this day, to examine anJ txpofe ihefe lying ftories, becaufe they have moft 
unaccountably found fo great credit with the generality of mankind, that though they 
commend Sir Walter’s defign, as fuppofing it againft the Spaniards, yet they quellion 
his veracity with regard to the produce, value, and expediency of fettling Guiana, 
which is the reafon (at leaft if ought fo to be) why it was not afterwards attempted, 
when the importance of plantations were better under ftood. 'I'he firft fuggeftion was, 
that this was a favourite fcheme, perhaps a pleafmg vifion of Sir Walter Raleigh’s; 
and there was no reafon to yield implicit credit to any man’s dreams, .how wife and 
learned foever. It is really ftrange, how lar fuch foolilh infin nations as thefe pre- 
vail, and how bafely mankind repay the greafeft fervices that can be done them. 
When Colon opened his fcheme in Portugal, it was reputed a mei'e fancy and a 
contrivance to gain employment ; when Fauftus invented printing, lie ivas treated by 
fofiie as a conjurer, and by others the art was condemned as prejudicial to the book- 
fwiveners ; and at the time Harvey taught the circulation of the blood, he was altnoft 
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generally run down ; and that, according to the phyficians of thofe times was treated 
as a ridiculous fiftion, which is now regarded as the very foundation of the art of phyfic. 
The truth feems to be, that what is pervaded and clearly comprehended by a firft-rate 
genius, is a mere cloud, vifion, or airy appearance, in the judgment of common men, 
who, either really forgetting, or alFeding not to diftinguifli, this difl'erence in capacities, 
would, have their judgments take place, and the ignorance of the many rather reputed 
wifdom tlian the lentiments of a fingle man ; and thus, between folly and arrogance, 
the advantages which might be drawn from fuch high and rare fpirits, if due diftinc- 
tion were made, are abfolutely loft, ant! the difeoveries iit the world of fcience (always 
achieved by fuch men) poltponod for ages. Sir Walter Raleigh was aware of this, 
which induced him to take fo much pains in tracing the knowledge of the Spaniards, 
and in making what they knew, and had endeavoured on this fubje£!:, public, by which 
he thought he plainly proved this was no invention of his, but only an improvement 
on the notions of other men. He obl'erveJ likewife, that the French, at the very time 
he attempted it, had a view to this difeovery ; and, it is very certain, that fince his 
time, (x)unt Pag.in recommended fuch a fettlement tc Cardinal Richelieu, fo that the 
calling this a whim of Sir Walter’s, as many did then, who are believed ; now is to 
talk childilhly and ignorantly tm a very important fubjetl. 

I'he nt'xt infinuation was, that there was no fuch thing as gold duft, gold plates, 
or gold jnines there, but that all was mere invention, calculated 10 recommend the 
proj(>cf. 'I'o this Sir Walter oppofed three reafons, each of which was a iair and 
full atilwer, and indeed wholly deftroyed the obje£tion. For firft, he fliewed from 
the fituation, i( was impnflible this country ftiould not be rich, as having New Grenada 
on one fide, Peru* at its back, and in tliat climate which aft'ords the richell mines of 
gold and filver in America ; to which, w'e may add, the difeovery of the Brazil trea- 
fures unknown in his age. He next pleaded the authority of the Spaniards ; and that 
with refped, not to opinions only, but as to facts ; for he annexes to his voyage cer- 
;iricates of confiderable quantifies of gold, which they had drawn from that country, 
.ind whicli made them eager to difeover if fully. 'Phis too has been confirmed by 
I'ather D’Acughna, and other writers, fince his days, who very pofitively miiintain the 
very fame thing, lie lallly urges his own actual experience, producing very ample 
fj-K cimens of gold ore from thence. Upon I'ome doubt whether the ftones by him 
produced were gold ore or not, he caufed them to be e.xamined by refiners. From 
I'ome, Mr. Weilwood, who’ lived iii Wood-ftreet, drew at the rate of twelve or thir- 
teen thoulaml pouiuls a ton ; fome, tried by MefiVs. Bulmar and Dimock, held after 
the rate of twt'iity-three thoufand pounds a ton, and fome, examined by Mr. Palmer, 
comptroller of the mint, and Mr. Dimock, held ahrtoft twenty-feven thoufand pounds 
in a ton. Yet after all this, another queftion was ftarted., whether Raleigh did not 
carry this gold from Africa as well as bring It from Guiana; to which he anfwered, 
that from the very mines in that country, he helped to dig it himfelf, though with no 
fitter iuftrument than his dagger. 

Another head of calumny was, that he chiefly turned at attacking and plundering 
the Spanifh t^wns upon tlu- coafts; and that iliefe were in reality Raleigh’s gold 
mines in Guiana.’ Jiiit this was fo far from the truth, that one principal reafbn, 
which bir Walter afligns for fixing here, was, that the Catholic King had neither any 
right to, or poflelfion of, this ’country. It is alfo moft evident from Sir Walter’s 
own accounts, that, except at San Jofeph in Trinadada, he took nothing in the places 
which he jilundcred in that country, and from this very inftance he recommends 
planting rather than privateering. On the whole, therefore, this affair has been mif- 
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taken from firft to iaft : Sir Walter’s propofal was wife and well-founded ; his defci^ip- 
tion of this country true and very exad, his expeftations, though fanguine, perfectly 
well grounded ; and his own voyage a very pregnant proof that fuch an eftablilhment 
is highly prafticable. If any fhould enquire what views ‘i have in labouring this topic 
lb much, I lhall fairly anfwer, many : I thought the nature of my fubjed led me to it ; 
I conceived that Sir Walter’s memory demanded this piece of juftice ; and I remem- 
bered that we are at w'ar with Spain, Guiana ftill unfettled ; and that we may, as the 
phrafe once was, “ take and hold.” 

, 1 5 . We are now to fpeak briefly of fuch other tranfadions under the reign of this 
great Princels, as may contribute to explain fome pafliiges in this chapter, and fet what 
follows in a clear light. She encouraged privateers immediately after her coming to 
the crown, as the moll eftethial means ol raifmg a fleet in a fliort time ; but when flie 
found this end anfwered, Ihe brought that practice under due regulations. She was 
extremely careful in giving all poflible encouragement for difcoveries, and it was with 
this view that Ihe promoted, as w'e (hall fee hereafter, feveral enterpizes for linding out 
a paflage to the Eafl Indies, by the north-eaft and by the north-weft. I'he Ruflia 
trade fhe encouraged ; and her condud in refpedl to that nation was fuch as railed her 
credit in thofe parts of the world, to the highefl; degree that can be imagined. 'I’he 
King of Sweden W'as fo charmed w'ith what fame reported of the Queen, lh;K he put 
himlelf into the number of thofe who were fuitors to her for marriage. I he King of 
Demark alked her leave to tranfport com through the narrow feas, which, to fliew her 
dominion over them, Ihe once refufed ; and the Hanfe Towns having prefumed to fend 
a fleet through them without her leave, Ihe feized and confifcated their fliijrs ; as for 
the Dutch, they more than once offered to fubmit themfelves to her government, and 
in the mofl public manner acknowledged that they owed the recovery of their liberty 
to her fuccour and protcdion ; but fhe was wife enough to forcfee, that as they grew 
in power they might alter their notions, and flie took care to provide againll this, bv 
procuring the keys of Holland and Zealand to be put into her hands, by which means 
fhe was able to lock up their commerce, and naval force, at her pleafure. 

She kept France in great aw'e, even when it was governed by Henry IV., the wifeft, 
bravefl, and befl monarch of the houfe of Bourbon. She ruined the naval power of 
Spain, then the mofl formidable in Europe, and under the direflion of a Prince whole 
abilities were equal to every thing but his ambition : flie encouraged expeditions to the 
Weft Indies, as long as they proved beneficial to her fubjefts ; and when they ap- 
peared to be no longer fo, fhe very pn dently reflrained them. It was under her 
reign, that the Englifh firft aitemptcd the paflage into the South Seas by the 
Streights of Magellan j which proved of great confequence, not only in that part 
of the w'orld, but alfo in opening a way to the Eaft Indies, as we have already 
Ihewn in the former parts of this work, to which thofe paflages properly belonged. 

She brought, by affording the means of employing them, the building of fhips 
into ufe, and by degrees to great perfedion, which was of infinite benefit to the na- 
tion, and at the fame time delivered us from the heavy inconvenience of hiring vefl'els 
from foreigners whenever the public occafions demanded a large fleet j but mofl of 
thefe things (though incident to my purpofe) have been already infifted on by others, 
and therefore I am content barely to mention them, that 1 may have room to mention 
fome other things of no lefs importance, though not fo much attended -to. We have 
Ihewn how wretched a fituation things were in at the beginning of her feign, and how 
fuddenly and how efiedually fhe chimged the face of our affairs ; and we have in fome 
meafure pointed out the manner in which this was done; but there remain fome 
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other points worthy the reader’s confideration, which 1 fliall next handle with all 
imaginable brevity. 

Queen Elizabeth taught all her fubjefts induftry and application by her perfonal 
conduct ; fhe was conftantly attentive to every branch of her government ; knew ex- 
a£lly what was done, what might be done, and what was omitted ; Ihe underftood 
molt jhings herfelf, and what flic did not underftand, flic committed to the in- 
fpetUon of fuch as were reputed to be belt acquainted with them ; flic was 
flow in refolving, and quick in execution ; fhe heard all that could be faid for, or 
againft. Sir Francis Drake, before flie went on board his Ihip, or gave him any pub - 
lic marks of her favour ; but afterwards flic would never permit his conduft to be 
cenfured. 

She was Ijiaring in her honours, becaufe flie was refolved to ufe them as re- 
wards ; and flie knew that in order to this it was requifite they fliould not become 
cheap ; flie never employed any but capable minifters ; for flie had men for fliew 
and men for lervice ; ;uid in nothing denionftrated her great capacity more than 
in her choice of fervants. ‘ Secretary Walfingham, and after him Secretary Cecil, 
had the department of the marine, and both underltood it well, lb that who- 
ever applied to them, was to make out the reafon and probability, as well as the pro- 
litablenef?! of his project This produced the many excellent pieces which are pre- 
ferved in Hackluit, particularly Sir Humphrey Gilbert’s difeourfe of the north-wefl; 
pafl'age, Sir George Peacham’s benefits of Weflern planting, with Mr. Harriot’s ac- 
count of Virginia, and many fuch things. By this means a fpirit of ufeful know- 
ledge was promoted and kept up ; all things were thoroughly fifted before encou- 
ragement was gi\*en, and due regard had to what fucceeded, to what did not, and 
to the reafon and caufes of both. 

She took fomc fliare of moll expeditions of confequence, as well to keep up the 
fpirits of thole concerned, as in cafe any good priiies were made, that tlie public might 
have its part, in w'hich we find her always Itrict, and fonietimcs a little fcverc : 
but with all her frugality and good management in this refped, flie found war 
an expenfivc and ruinous thing, which demanded conllant and great i'uppfics, bring- 
ing in but llowly and iiiconfiderably. She \ as the better able to difeern this, be- 
caufe file took care to have the treafury books as regularly kept as thofe of a merchant, 
whence Ihe was very well able to tell how far her revenues anfwered her expences, 
in what articles her cxceflbs were incurred, and even the lofs and gain on par- 
ticular expeditions ; as for inllance, that of Cadiz, or Caies, reputed the moll for- 
tunate in her long reign, which neverthelefs coll fixty-four thoufand pounds more than 
it brought in. The balance, in this refped was ahrays againil her, notwithllanding 
the vail found her prizes made in the world ; for according to a minute of an account 
made up by the famous Lord treafurer Burleigh, from the thirtieth to the thirty-fourth 
year of her government, it appears, that the bare expence of the navy amounted to two 
hundred feventy-five thoufand, feven hundred and lixty-one pounds, imd all received 
by prizes within thofe years, which were the moll profperous in that refped of 
the whole Spgnifli war, came to no more than fixty-four thoufand and forty-four 
pounds. 

Yet, confidering what milchief was done the enemy, how much his commerce 
was embarrafled, his merchants ruined, his credit leflened, and his power decrealed, 
there wius no great caufe to repine ; and in truth, we no where find the Queen did 
fo, but Ihe always eiidc'avoured to put her nobility upoi\ fuch enterprizes, as well 
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to keep them employed, as to throw a part of the expence upon fuch as flie judged 
were much more able t(j aflbrd it than the common people. 

But there was aiiotlicr great and ufeful eft'eft which flowed from this afliduous cart 
in the Queen, and tiiis generous conduft in her nobility,’ and that was, the eftablifliing 
a juft regard for public fpirit. It was the mode in her days, to do every thing with a 
view to the welfare ol" the ftate, and it was impolfible for atiy man to make a figure at 
court, or to appear with diltinction in his country whofe adions as well as words 
did not difeover fomewhat of the patriot. Some of the nobility ferved in Holland, 
to learn the trade of war, at the fame time that they contributed to break the power 
of Spain, and to raife the Englifh reputation for courage, lleadinefs, and other mi- 
litary virtues. The Earl of Efl'ex, and other men of quality, ferved the Queen at fea 
in various expeditions of great importance. Others again, fuch as the Earl of Cum- 
berland, embarked in particular enterprizes at their own expence ; and by this means, 
after the formidable invafion in 1588, the King of Spain found himfelf fufficiently 
employed at home, and perceived, when it was too late, that he had wafled the 
blood and treafure of all his kingdoms to raife up two riew powers in Eurojte, ^'iz. 
England and Holland, tvhich neither he nor his fucceflbrs would be able to cope 
with. 

But the Queen and her minifters, when the dangers of war were thui? removed 
or kept at a diftante, knew how to divert the fame fpirit to other good and falutary 
purpofes. In former reigns there had been little care taken to explore the riche.s of 
this kingdom ; but now every part of it was examined, and every kind of improve- 
ment fet on foot. The lord treafurer fent for feveral Germans over, who were 
employed in ereding iron works, in difeovering and working lead mines, and in 
making faltpetre. We formerly exported mofl of our commodities raw' and un- 
wrought, but now^ the perfecution in the Low-Countries furniflied us with multi- 
tudes of able workmen in every branch of the w’oolien manufaclory, who had all ima- 
ginable encouragement given them, and with very confiderable privileges were fettled 
in different parts of the kingdom, more efpecially at London, Norwich, Colchefter, 
and Canterbury. I’he like care w'as taken with relpetl to other trades, and this was 
attended with fuch fuccefs, that whereas in the beginning ol the Queen’s reign we 
bought our artillery abroad, towards ilie end of it we lurniflied all Europe with 
ordnance ; fo that at length it grew a (jueltion, whether it might not be requifite 
for the public fafety, to put a flop to the exportation of ii'on cannon. 

There was now fcarce a fellion of arliament helil in which there were not ads 
paffed for promoting new branches of trade, or for preferving or regulating the 
old; and though it may be, aitd 1 believe is, true, that lome of the laws then made, 
have become in procefs of time rather dangerous and deitrudtive than profitable or 
advantageous to commerce, yet certainly they were made w'ith :i gooil intent ; and 
w'e have reafon to believe were well enough fuited to thofe times, fo that we have 
no reafon to cenfure thofe wdio made* them, on account of the inconveniencies they 
produce, but ought rather to blame ourfelves lor nut repealing them. By thele 
fteps the face of things in this country w'as quite changed : inllead of Ijeing ferved by 
the Venetians and Genoefe, with all the commodities of the Ivall, \ve bnnight them 
home ourfelves, and even furnifhed them to <ithers ; inlleavl of fullering all our do- 
meftic trade to be managed, as formerly, by Germant? atid other foreigners, we began 
to fettle fadories abroad, and there was hardly a nation in the known world, with 
which, before the death this Queen, we had not Ibme correfpondencc. 
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Yet inftead of fetting down quietly with thefe acquifitions, and falling into a no- 
minal trade amongft ourfelves, like the modern ftock-jobbing ; we wer .' then continu- 
ally contriving and executing^ new fchenic^, either for improving our country or ex- 
porting its produce ; our people, even then, began to think the trading world too 
narrow for them, and admired nothing fo much as finding out new markets, where 
goods always fell belt, where novelty and variety often procure high prices even for 
indilferent commodities. We need not at all wonder, therefore, that in thefe times 
there were men of fuch extenfive abilities produced, as feemed to grafp the whole 
circle of commercial knowledge; fuch as Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Rt>bert Dudley, Sir 
Thomas Grefham, and many others ; fome of whom have left us treatifes in this way, 
that are both read and admired in more enlightened times. We may therefore fafely 
pronounce, that the feeds of all our traffic, which have fince fo happily come up, and 
from which the nation has reaped fuch mighty profits, were fown in this reign, and 
cultivated when they needed cultivation molt, by the royal hand of the matchlefs 
Elizabeth ; the mother of her fubjetls, the terro*- of her enemies, and the benefactor 
of pofterity. 

16. We are now to take a view of the ftate of Englifli affairs in regard to America, 
at the clofe of this Queen’s reign, when it will appear, that there was fcarcely any 
part of it*, whether of the northern or fouthern continent, or iflands, with which wc 
had not fome acquaintance ; though we had made no fettlements any where. Drake 
and Candifli examined the whole backfide of America from fouth to north, and it ap- 
pears very clearly from Sir Richard Hawkins’s Hiftory of his own Voyage, that we 
were ahnoll as well acquainted with thofc countries as the Spaniards thcmfclves ; this 
will appear Id's ftrange, w hen it is obferved, that I'ome of our feamen being furprifed, 
others being lent affiore by their commanders, and feveral ftraggling when landed in 
parties, on particular defigns, fell intv) the hands of the Spaniards; and being lent from 
place to place, travelled through more countries than moll of the Spaniards that were 
lent thither by their government, < -r were driven thither by their neceflities, I'ome of 
whom coming home, related, and feveral of them, particularly Miles Phillips and David 
Ingram, wrote accounts of their adventures, as we lhall have occafion to ffiewin another 
place. 

Ry this means we gained very 'dear and diftinCl defcripiions of the countries bor- 
dering on the llraits of Magellan, of Chi'', Peru, the bay of Panama, the feveral 
provinces of the kingdom of Old Mexico, lome knowdedge of the New , and even of 
California : nor w'ere we lefs acquainfcil with the other fide of the continent, as the 
reader may Ivarn from the Englilh voytiges of the firft chapter of this work, in which 
are contained very dillinft accounts of the moll fouthern parts, from the river of Plata 
to the mouth of Magellan’s llraits. 'Wc have likewifo a fufficienr knowledge of the great 
country of Brazil, from Mr. Knivet, and other travelf rs ; though it mull be allowed 
that they gave great fcope to their imagination, in what they have written, or at leafl 
what is publilhed by Purchas, if it w'as by them w ritten, upon this fubjetl. As to 
Guiana, or the country of the Amazons, Sir Walter Raleigh, and Capt. Laurence 
Keymifli, whonj he lent thither foon after his return, have written as good deferiptions 
of them, if not bettqr, than any that are extant in other languages. 

As for the coaft, from the illand of Trinity up to Carthagena, it w^s the chief 
fcenc of moll of our privateer ‘expeditions in this reign, fo that we had repeated 
relations of all that w'as neceflary to make this part of the new world perfectly 
known. The remaining part of the coall, as far as the* gulf of Honduras, was 
likewifo explained and deferibed by feveral Englifhmen, who had yifited thole coafls, 
particularly Captain Barker ; and as for the bay of Mexico, it w'as often relbrted to ; 
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bur more particularly by Captain, (afterwards) Sir John, Hawkins, in the year 1568, 
at which time he fet on fhore David Ingram, before-mentioned, at about one hundred 
and forty leagues weft-by-north from the cape of P’lorida. From thence he travelled 
with feveral other pcrfons of his company by land, to withm fixty leagues of Cape Bre- 
ton ; where they found a paflage home by a French fliip, in 1369, and foon after their 
arrival, David Ingram, Richard Brown, and Richard Twede went to vifit Captain 
Hawkins, who had fet them on fliore, and related to him their adventures. I have 
been more particular on this head, becaufe this Ingram has given the clearaft account 
of any man concerning the north-weft paflage, as the reader will fee hereafter in 
its proper place, where 1 lhall give his account at large. The remaining part of the 
coaft of North America, from the cape of h'lorida to the utmoft extent of the conti- 
nent northward, was examined by feveral of our feamen, as appears by what has 
been already faid in this fedion, and will farther appear from the account we are 
yet to give of fome voyages that were made in the laft_ years of the Oueen, and 
which 1 thought proper to referve for this place. 

The firft of thefe, in order of time, is the glorious expedition of Captain William 
Parker of Plymouth, who undertook, at the expence of a lew private perfons, an eii- 
terprize againft the Spaniards, in which he was accompanied by Captain Giles and 
Captain Ward, land officers ; and by the Captains Fugars, Loriman, Afltl^, and fe- 
veral other gentlciinen as volunteers, which, all circumllances conlidered, will appear 
one of the hardeft undertakings, as well as one of the moft fuccefsful, in that reign, or in- 
deed' ever attempted by our own nation or any other of which there remains an account 
in hiftory. This I'quadron of his confifted but of three linall barks, fcarce equal in 
ftrength to a fifth-rate man of war j of thefe the Prudence, ftiU'd the Admiral, was of 
the burden of one hundred tons, and a hundred and thirty men, commanded by Mr. 
Parker hitnfelf; the Pearl, Auce-admiral, of fixty tons, and fixty men, (’aptain Robert 
Rawlins commander j the Pinnace of twenty tons and eighteen num. I’liey failed in 
November 1601, and off the limth cape had the misfortune in a violent gull of wind 
to lofe their pinnace with all her men but three ; fteering their courfe from thence to 
the iflands of Cape Verd, they landed one hundred men, and took one of them called 
St. Vincent, with a tow'ri of the fame name ; and, after having given the fpoil of it to 
the foldiers, fet fire to the place. Hence they haled over to the coaft of the con- 
tinent, and coming to La Ranclieria, or .tcl^ Pearl Fifltery, in the fmall ifland Cu- 
bagua, they there found the governor t.f Cuinai..i, with* a fmall company f)f foldiers. 
'fhis did not difeourage them from lam ng, and though at firft they were received 
with great w'arnith, they got at laft the better of them, and took the place with fe- 
ver.d priloncrs, barks, and boat’s, all which they ranfomed for the value of five 
hundred pounds, which was paid them in pearls. 

ft’hey fitiled from thence diredly for ('ape de la Vela, w'herc they took a great 
Portuguefe fliip of 250 tons, coming from Angola and (iongo, and bound for Car- 
thagena ; which, having little of value in her except three hundred and feventy ne- 
groes, they ranfomed for five hundred pounds. After this they went to the iflaml 
of Cabecas, where they embarked one hundred and fifty of their mtjn in two fmall 
pinnaces and tw^o ffiallops, and failed to the Baftimentos, whpre they landed, and 
picking up fome negroes for their guides, with their boats and pinnaces, they en- 
tered the river of Puerto Bello the 7th of February '1602 ; it being ; moon-light the 
watch difeovered them at their firft entrance into the haven, and haled them by the 
ftrong caftle of St. Philipi ; in which were thirty-five brafs guns, and foldiers enough 
to manage them. ]flaving forne on board who fpoke the Spunilh tongue, they pre- 
tended they were Spaniards coming from Carthagena. 
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The officer of the caftle bid them come to anchor, which they did, but about an hout 
after Captain Parker gave them the flip with his two boats and above thirty men, leaving 
the pinnaces at anchor beforg the caftle. With this force he went diredly to the fuburb 
ofTriana, and, though the alarm was given, landed his thirty men, and letting it on fire 
left it burning, and marched into the great and rich town of Puerto Bello. As foon 
as he entered, he marched directly to the King’s treafury, where he found a guard of 
foldiers drawn up to receive him, with two brafs field pieces on their carriages ; the 
light was long and obflinate, and Parker had loft the belt part of his men, when Cap- 
tain F ugars and Captain Loriman, who commanded the pinnaces, hearing the noiC^, 
came timely to his relief, with one hundred and twenty men. ’I’his afliltance foon 
turned the fcale, and the Spaniards began to. think of fecuring themleives by flight ; 
a gootl number of them got into the King’s houfe, which they defended very re- 
folutely for four or five hours; but at length the Englilh became mailers of that, 
as well as of the whole town. They found but ten thoufand ducats in the trea- 
fury, though there were o/leu fix millions in it ; and if they had been feven days 
fboner they would hav(' found one hundred and twenty thoufand, which had been 
embarked in two frigates for (^arthagcna. 

The fpoil of the town, w liich in money, plate, and merchandize was confiderablc, 
was by Captain Parker given to the foldiers. But two frigates, which he took far- 
ther tij) the- river, he carried away with him; after having kept polTeflion of the 
town two days, Captain Parker gcneroully Ipared it with its churches, buildings, 
and forts from burning ; and releafed the prilbncrs, among wiiom were Don Pedro 
Melandez, the governor, the King’s fecretary, and feveral perfons of quality, with- 
out ranfom ; faiislied with the honour of having taken with a handful of men, in 
fo little time, and with I'o incoiifiderable a lofs, one of the fineft towns the King 
of Spain had in the Weft Indies. His rcafon for this was to give the Spaniards 
an example of civil and generous deportment tow'ards their enemies ; and the go- 
vernor he releafc'd, becaul'e he had fought fo bravely, having received eleven wounds 
in the adtion. 

The town had at this time two churches, fix or feven fiiu* ftreets, thyee fmail 
forts on one fide, befides the great calile of St. Philip; all which they might liave 
demolilhed, and have left tlic whole a heap of ruins. During their llay in the town 
they hail not the Icall diftyrbance from any forects of the Spaniards, nor any alarm 
given ; only as they were failing aw'ay the enemy began to appear, but it was only 
to exchange a tow bullets, and to take leave of each other from the mouths of their 
great guns. ’Jdiiis Captain Ptirker returned fafelv home with much honour, and 
not without ivafonable profit ; and not only our own, but Spanilh writers fpeak 
ot his expedition in very honourahle terms. 

The next year fome ol the Virginia company refol/ed to fit out a velTd for th;u 
country, and accordingly made choice of Captain Bartholomew Gofnold Ibr their 
commander, who had been formerly there. He failed from Falmouth on the sbili 
of March 1602, in a Imall velfel, and no more than thirty-two perfons on board, of 
w'liom it was propoleil that twelve ftiould ftay behind and form a fettlenicnt, in e.'d<- 
he fhould meet with any place which he fhould judge convenient for that piu- 
pofe. This Captain Gofnold was an excellent mariner, and therefore he did not g«' 
the former courfe, but a much fliorter one ; and on the nth of May he arrived 
in the latitude of forty-tw^o degrees and fome few' minutes, among the iflands, fonning 
the north fide of Maflachufet’s Bay, in New' I'mgland ; where, not finding the conve- 
picncieii ho defired, he fet fail again ; and w'hen he thought he. had got dear of the 
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land, he fell upon the bay of Cod, now part of New England. He went alhore on 
a fmall unuihabited ifland, which he called Elizabeth Ifland, and on another illand, 
which he named Martha’s Vineyard, where the nativps had left fome marks of 
their habitations. Here fome of his t:ompany fowed Englifli corn, and faw it come 
up very kindly 5 he built a little fort for his, and his mens’, fecurity, and traded from 
thence with the favages, to whom Europeans were no ftrangers ; for the commander 
of the firft body of them that came to trade was drefled with waiftcoat, breeches, Ihoes, 
ftockings, hat, and all accoutrements befitting an Englilhman ; but his attendance had 
only dccr-fkins about their Ihoulders, and feal-lkins about their waifts ; their hair was 
very long, and tied up with a knot behind ; they were painted all over, but their na- 
tural fwarthy colour was eafy enough to ,be difcerned. 

On the north- weft fide of Elizabeth’s Ifland the captain found a lake of frefh water, 
about a league in circumference, and very near the fea ; in the midft of which was an- 
other little ifland of about an acre of ground ; and this they, pitched upon as the moll 
commodious place for building their fort above-mentioned, and they begun it accord- 
ingly. About this lake they found an infinite number of tortoifes, with feveral forts 
of filh and fowl ; fo that thofe who propofed to fettle there had a fair profpccf of hav- 
ing provifions enough. They vifited the main land adjoining to this ifland, wjiich they 
found, in all refpefts, as charming as meadows, groves, brooks, and rivers could make 
it. They had forfie communication with the Indians of the main land, who came anti 
bartered with them for fome of their Europt'an rarities, and there was nothing hardly 
but what was fo to thefe people. The commodities they gave in exchange for knives 
and other toys, were beavers, lucains, martens, otters, foxes, conies, feals, ileer, anti 
(kins. The aflairs of this plantation might have gone on very well, had all the 
planters been unanimous and eafy in their iettlentent here ; but they were intent upon 
their private interefts, and contrived to make only a profitable voyage. I’be captain 
laboured againft it, but to no purpole ; fo having gotten a large cargo of lalfafras, 
cedar-wood, furs, and other good commodities, they fet fail for England. 'I'hey left 
their little fort on the tSth of June, and they arrived at Plymoutlt the 23d day of July 
following, A. D. 1 602. 

What the confequences were of this voyage and difcovei )' will appear in the next 
chapter •, and therefore wc ihall pafs on to the laft voyage, which we arc concerned to 
take notice of here ; and tliat was made in the fame year j 602, by one Captain Mace 
of Weymouth, fitted out by Sir Walter Raleigh ; and as the lliort account we have 
remaining ferves to correct all th ;t ha.: oeen faid by diflerent authors upon this fub- 
jeft ; and does a very fingular piece of juftice to the memory of Sir Waller, who 
might feem to have abandoned thofe who went iijron his laith to I'ettle in Virginia ; 1 
have judged it both reafor’iable and requifite to infert the whole paper here, with this 
farther obfervation, that Mr. Richard Hackluit receiveil, as he acknowledges, great 
afiiftances from Sir Walter Raleigh, in compiling his excellent colledion, and the 
papers of Mr. Hackluit falling, upon his death, into the hands of Mr. Samuel Pur- 
chas, he made fuch ufe of them as he thought fit, having by no means a capacity 
adequate to his undertaking ; and from his fourth volume, page i6j;3, 'we tranferibe 
the account before mentioned, which feems to be no more than a •memorandum from 
a larger relation of the voyage to which it refers; and which, if it had been given us 
at length in the manner that fuch things were given by Mr. Hackluit, would very pro- 
bably have furnilhed us with other curious particulars. As it is, thus it runs : 
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J brief Note of the fending another Bark this prefent Tear 1602, by Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, for the fcarching out of bis Colony in Virginia. 

• 

“ Samuel Mace of Weymouth, a very fufficient mariner, an honelt, fober man, who 
had been at Virginia twice before, was employed thither by Sir Walter Raleigh, 
to find thef(' people whicli were left there in the year 1587 ; to whofe fuccour he hath 
font five different times at his own charges. The parties by him fet forth performed 
nothing, fome of them I'ollowing their own profit elfewhere, others returning with fri- 
volous allegations ; at this lall time, to avoid all excufc, he bought a bark, and hired 
all the company for wages by the month, who departed from Weymouth in March 
1602, lell forty leagues iroin the fouth-wellward of Hateralke, in 34 degrees, or there- 
abouts ; and having there fpeni a month, when they fhoiild have come along the coafl 
to feck the peopU', they did it not, pretending the extremity of weather, and lofs of 
ibme principal ground-tac*lcle, lorceti and feared them from feeking the port of Hu- 
teralke, to which they were font, f'lom that place where they abode, they brought 
fadafras, radix China, or the ('himi root, benjamin, callia lignea, and the bark of a 
kind of a tree more flrong than any fpice as yet known, with divers other commodities, 
whicli lifreafter, in a hirge dircourfe, may come to ligiit.” 

17. It may be very natural for the reader to think that 1 oug*ht to have changed 
tile order oi the two hill paragraphs, and liial I fhould have coiKluded my account of 
the voyages to America, before 1 had drawn up a general view of fuch naval tranf- 
adions as happened in the reign of Oueen Elizabeth ; but I dare affure him that 1 
confidered this aftentivel) , ami that .1 (juitted what I faw was the regular method, in, 
order to obtain what appears to me to be the great end of method, cleariiefs, and being 
perledly underftood. By drawing together the naval trimfadioiis in the time of this 
famous Oueen, 1 have fliewn how flic was occupied throughout the whole courfe of 
the goiernment, fo as not to l-.ave it in her power to attend to the elfablifhment of 
colonies, which are a work of time, t>f leifure, and of recollection. But what the 
nature and circumffances of her adminilfration would allow her fo do for trade, fhe 
mofl certainly did ; and that fhe tiid it by fits and flarts, was owing not to any fault 
in her or in her miiiifters, bui to tiie faults of the times, w'hich did not permit her 
to do it otherwife. This, ^is I htive difpofed the thing, will, to the reader, appear at 
firil fight to be the truth, hecaule he will fee that in the latter part of her reign the 
defire of planting revived, and in the courfe of it all the difl'crent parts of America, 
lome from one motive, anil fome from another, w'cre vifited and difeovered. 

'iiiis I lake to be the true flare of the matter ; for though there are many wri- 
ters, who, in their general characters of that ^ueen, have aicribed to her the beginning 
of our plantations, yet undoubtedly they were therein either milfaken ihcmfelves, or 
delivered their lentiments in fuch a manner as occafioned their being miflaken by 
others. The glories of that period of time are fo many, and fo great, that they 
iieed no ftilfe colours to heighten them ; on the contrary, they are leffened thereby : 
lor when, upon, enquiry, it is found that part of them are mifreprefented, it naturally 
leads people to doubt of the refl j and, as in till other cafes, fo here, flattery delntfes 
what it nicant to exalt, and really leffcns what it feems to extol. The bulinefs ()f 
planting is indeed highly advantageous ; and I believe it will appear from the fidlow- 
ing chapters, that no nation has gained more by it than our own ; but then it is the 
bulinefs of peaceable and fettled times, when nations gtow full, and dii'chargcs of 
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jieople become neceflary, ■which was not furely the cafe under this great Princels. 

rile great and real excellency of her adminiftration confided in this, that die always, 
and in all things, conlulted the good of her people ; and.the wildom ol her miniders 
is vifiblc chiefly from hence, that they'did not obflinately purfue good things in fealon 
and out of feafon, but chofe, as the circumdances of things diredied, to do the bed 
for the nation that their fituation wouhl allows It was the opinion of feveral • great 
men in her time, and upon their authority it has grown to be a received and fettled 
notion lince, that the Queen went rather too far into the Spanifli war, and that her 
i’ubfecls would have been greater gainers, if Ihe had either avoided that war entirely, 
•or if Ihe had ended it fooner, which perhaps might be true. 

But after cnnfidering, as maturely as it -is poflible for me to do, all thal has been 
laid by Sir Robert Cotton and other able writers upon this fubject, 1 am thoroughly 
convinced that the Queen acled upon right principles, and that Ihe began and con- 
tinued the war with no other view than the good ol' her people. 1 am at the faint 
lime, however, perfuaded that Ihe extended her views in this refpedf, very lar beyond 
her own times, :md that die was fenlible enough flie might have ended the coined with 
Spain earlier, and with a profped of much more quiet to herlelf, than to her dying 
day (he enjoyed. But this was not the difpofition of Elizabeth ; if it liad, tl^e wliole 
turn of her condqct would have diO'ered widely from what it was; and flie lacriliced 
willingly and knowingly the tranquillity of her own government, to iix the w elfare ol 
her fubjects upon a folid foundation. In this confided the drength of her mind and 
the greainefs of her genius ; whoever confiders her in anoilter light will niilbki> her 
character. She faw plainlv, that extenlive trade and fuperior naval force w'cre things 
neceffary to the felicity of the inliabitauts of this idand ; but Ihg law !\t the lame time 
that it was impodible thefe Ihould be attained, if the ptiwer of Spain was not dedroyed. 
This therefore became her fettled point, which, once gained, flie knew the other mud 
follow, and therefore from this flic never deparieii ; ihe was very fenfible thtit if the 
Spanifli po\yer was once removed, the trade and naval force of this nation would have 
room enough to grow and prolper, and then fore Ihe rcfolved to remove it ; flic could 
not but know that this w'ould prove a work of great difliculty ; that it would expofe 
licr to a long and cxpenfive war abroad, and, which was wairle dill, tcv. many commo- 
tions, plots, and coufpiracies at home ; but that did not at all move her ; die was bent 
upon doing what the fafety and well-being of the nation required ; and though flie 
could not but forefee that the advantages die laboured to procure mull belong rather 
to podority, than to the people Ihe j'')vcrn<.j, yet flic refolvcd to hazard all things to 
procure them. 

This was her fydem, vad and extenfivc in itfelf, big with difficulties and dangers, 
extremely liable to be mifunderdood, mifinterpreted, and mifreprefented ; full of un- 
certainties, and requiring a great leimth of time, and a condant feries of labours, to 
accomplidi it. If it had been poffible to have let fuch a fcheme as this before the 
eyes of a monarch of ordinary qualities and virtues, it would, without doubt, have 
raifed adonifhment and terror ; but to a mind like her’s, capable of looking through 
the mid of prefent events, and difeerning the face of things beyond them •, though few 
obdacles were hid, yqt none feemed unfurmountable ; the toil was«great, the journey 
long, the road extremely rough, and it was impodible for her to know how far die 
fhould be able to proceed ; but, however, die thought it neceflary to fet forward, and 
though for a time things grew worfe and worfe, yet die knew that by perfiding they 
mud grow better and better.' This refolution, this condancy, this magnanimity, car- 
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ried her through all, and flic had the great comfort of feeing before Ihe died all the 
great ends accoinpliflied, which, in the dawning of her government, her admirable iin- 
derftanding had prefenftd to her view ; and, like the fun, flie fet when flie had accom- 
pliflied that round propofed at her rifing. 

We are told of Auguflus, that he boafted of leaving Rome built with ftone, 
whereas he found it of wood only. Queen Elizabeth might have boafled of much 
gi^eater things, and with much greater truth ; for flie did not rife to empire through 
blood and ufurpation, but came to It by fucceflion, and with the acclamations of all her 
people : acclamations that were fure omens of fuccefs ; for without doubt there ne’ er 
was a kingdom in a lower, meaner, and more dejected flate than this ; when the crow n 
was placed upon her brow, and her fubjedls could not have either joy or hopes, but 
what arofe from feeing it fixc'd there. She chofe for her motto, femper cadem ; that is, 
always the fame ; and 1 hope I have fliewn what flie meant by it. Her conduct is the 
eveneft that we meet with in hiltory ; flie luet w'ith many difliculties, but ihe created 
none ; flu- experienced mftfortunes, but they w ere trials and not punifliments ; Ihc met 
with much profperity, but all vifioly derived to her ly the blefling of God upon her 
w'ife endeavours. 

We will fupjiort a few of ihefe particulars by facts. She found fcarce any navy ; 
the left a great one. Sar found the government much in debt, and though pofllbly 
her power might have borne .ler out, if flie had expungerl it ; vet Jlie paid it, even to 
the peiifions granted hv her fat.her, to thofe w'ho W'cre excluded from their nionaltcries. 
She found her people poor and herfelf neceflitous ; yet flie fpared them till tliey grew 
rich ; and in the mean lime grew rich herfelf, by managing frugally a very linall re- 
venue ; for at the time flie entered into the war with Spain fhe had feven hundred 
thoufand pounds in her coffers. She fpent above two millions in the war. She lent 
the flates eight hundred thoufand pounds at dilferent rimes, anil half that funi to the 
Erench King, and yet flie did not raife quite throe millions upon her fubjecls. She 
faw the inhabitants of her capind city doubled in her life-time, as appears from the 
computations, publifhed by Sir William Petty. She found the cuitoms producing no 
more than tiiirty-fix thoufand pounds per i'nv.wn ; fhe left them worth more than 
double that fum, without heightening of du'ies. At tlie time of her acceflion there 
were fcarce any’ Englifli merchants in England ; but before he-ir deaih diere were con- 
fiderable traders in every port of Englanel. It is very tru ', mat at ttie death of Queen 
Elizabeth our commerce was very tiilling, to what it is; but it is »'.o lei’s certain, 
that if flie had not lived, our commerce would have fallen very far fliort of what w^e 
find it. 

The next chapter will fully fliew that our gretit improvements were made in the 
two fucceeding reigns; but, in this, we have made it evident, that no fuch improve- 
ments could have been made il this reign had ne>t gone before them. It was in Queen 
Elizabeth’s time that the foundation of Englifli eonmierce w as laal, though the lliper- 
flrudure w'as raifed in the days of King James and King Charles. It was under her 
that our fliips vifited all pans of the known workl. It w'as flie that proteefed the 
Ruflia company ; one of the moft ufeful over formed in this nation, and beyond com- 
parifon the Bcft’conftituted. She flumded the company trading to the Eaft Indies; 
and, in a word, flie* encouraged every branch of trade that had been opened before her 
time, projefted many, and made way for all. The room I liad was much too little, 
to aflord a juft account of all that we owe in this refped to her memory, but 1 have 
made the beft ufe of it I could, and am only forry that 1 could not make a better. 
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If what I have done exprefl'es my feiife of the advantages derived to us, and which 
will defcend to our pofterity, from what fhe and her minifters, who u'ere truly fuch ; 
I mean the inftruments, and not the diredors of their inihrcfs, did, it will afford me 
great fatisfadion ; for to praife Queen. Elizabeth, with judgment, is a character fuffi- 
cient to gratify the ambition of the moll afpiring author, and to have attempted it is 
the greateft merit T fliall have to plead. 


C H A P. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE HISTORY OF THE DISCOVERIES, SEriXEMENTS, AND OlHER rilANS 
• ACTIONS, OF 'IHE ENGLISH NA FION IN AMERICA, 

FROM THE ACCESSION OF KING JAMES L TO TIIE RESTORATION. 

i. fiicchhl l"/c\v of the Slate of ylffalrs at the Aiccjjion oj Jihncs ; the J'ova^c.i 

of ilaptai)} Martin .Fri?n^(\ an:! of (h/j^iain Gilbert^ to and the Cunf - 

(juena.^ of their D/feoreraw. — r. T’A' Ear/ of Southampton^ and Lord /Irundel 
(d Wardaia\ fend (laptai)i Wnmioath t/jithrr ; his profperous Voyaj^r^ and the Patent 
vjanted b\f the Kitv^ for erettin^ Kuo Virginia Companies. — 3. The London Company 
fit out Captain Chrijlophcr Nezuport with a fnudi Saiuidron^ who fettles a Colony at 
dames Itnoi in I'irfiiUa^ in 1607, and the v^.rio’a^ im/ar/'y Aeeidents that bcfel this 
Colony, — /N They defer t James Town,^ embark for England,, ami arc met at the Mouth 
of Chefapeak Bay by 'Thomas IVe/f Lord de la /I’./r, who carries them baek^ rcfettlcs 
tbenl^t and cjj'edhadly fecures this raluablr CV..v;/ry to the Crrrwn of Great Britain, 

— 5. y} Jhort Difeription of this Colon\\ jlo wnig it.) federal Advantages,^ the Nature 
of its 'Trade^ and its great Confcrjucnce to thi.) Nation, — (>, 'Lhc firjl Atie?upts of 
the feeouifor North Virginia Company,^ to fettle within the Bounds of their Grant,, and the 
Difficulties and Difeouragements they met with in ihofe Attempts, — 7. The Colony is at 
lajl fettled,, imder the Diretiion rf the famous Captain Smith,^ and the Country named 
by Prince Charles {afterzuards Charles!.) Nezv England, — S, yl fueincl AtLonnt of 
the Tranfuiion.) in this Colony,, from its EjiahHjhmnit to the Rejioratinn, — 9. The 
Situation,, Chnuite,, Soil,, Produce and 'Trade rf N(W England,, briefly reprefenteef and 
the huprjrtanee cf this Colcay fei in a true Light , — 10. Tht Diferjvery and frjt 
Settler, uni rf the Bermudas, or Summer l/iands,, zuith fame Account of them before they 
came into our Prfeffrai , — i r. A Jhort Dcferiptirai of tho/e fflamis,^ zuith an Account 
rf their Commodities,^ and their Trcuh to Eae^bind ami to the Plantations , — 12 , The 
Dfeovery of HudfoCs Bay^ and the Crnintries in America, to which the Names of Nezv 
North Wales., ami Neze South tVedes^ zeere gizzn by tin firjt Dfeoverers , — The 
Reeozury of Acadia,^ of- Nova Scotia,, and the Hi/lory rf this C untry zuithin this 
Pc Tt(hU 'u'licrcii; IS ih-monji rated our char and hidubitabk Ri^jt to the Ijland of 
Cape Briton . — 14. The fcvcral Voya^^es to Guiana., doivn to the Death of Sir Walter 
RaJeiy.’., after his lajl Expedition thither., and an 'Account of our Settlement at Surinam. 

— \ $. A fsort Account of the firjl planting the rich and fruitful [fland of Barbadocs. 

— 16 . The Hi/lory of this ad-vanta'^coiis Settlement duien to the Rd! oration . — 17 . The 
Situation., Climate., Soil, Produce, and inendibh Advantages that have accrued to 
Great Britain from this Colony, ichich is proved to be the be/l in the World. — 18 . The 
Difeovery, Conqucjl, and Settlement of St. Chriflopher' Nevis or Mevis, Mont- 
ferrat, infc. — 1 9 . Tht Grant of the Province of Maryland to the Lord Baltimore, 
and the Setflemeni of that Country, veith other Particulars relating to it within the 
Compafs of this Period. — 20 . The Expedition by the Diredion of the ProtcClor Crom- 
well, for 4 bc taking Hifpaniola from the Spaniards, with the true Caufes of its Mif- 
earriage . — 21 . The Hiflory of the Conauji and Settlement of the mojl noble and mqfl 
important Ijland of Jamaica.— ,-12. A Jhort Difeription, of the Ijland, a View of the 
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vaji Profits derived to Great Britain from the Pojfejfion of it^ and other Particulars. 
—•23. The Conclufion of the Chapter^ with fame Remarks and Obfervations on the 
principal Events mentioned therein. 

€ 

t 

I . AT the time of King James’s Accellion to the Englifli throne, there were the 
£\. fairefi opportunities offered for extending and fecuring the commerce of this 
ifland that could be wifhed ; and therefore we need not be furprized at finding fucli 
vaft improvements made, and fuch mighty advantages gained to this nation, under a 
government that has not hitherto been reprefented in the faireft lights to the people. 
We mull, howeVer, obferve, that the peaceable temper of King James was of great ule 
to the trading part of his fubjefts ; for the power of Queen Elizabeth had raifed fuch 
a veneration in fome, and ilruck. fuch a terror into others, that there was fcarce any 
nation which did not willingly embrace the friendlhip of King James, ami offer him 
whatever terms could be thought moll fuitable to the commercial views of his llib- 
je£ks ; which was extremely agreeable to the Englilh at that time, who began to enter- 
tain very true notions of trade ; to fee its importance above all things, and to wifli for 
the means of promoting and extending it on all fides, to which they began to think a 
peace with Spain would not a little contribute. At the time of the Queen’s deceale 
there was a fleet preparing under rlie command of Sir William Monfon, inteneJed for 
the Spanilh coall ; for it was a wiu* and jull j)olicy in that Princefs, to keep the war at 
a diflance from her own dominions, to find her enemies work enough at home,' and 
thereby prevent tiieir dillurbing any of her territories. But upon the accellion of 
King James this fleet was countermanded ; and, it feems, not without reafon ; for the 
archduke, who was then governor of the Low Countries, thought fit to recall his let- 
ters of reprizal, and thereby opened a free trade between England and Flanders, a 
thing highly fatisfaclory to the merchants, who immediately reaped the bejnefit of it. 

There was likewife another delign on foot at the time of the Queen’s demife, which 
was the profecuting the dilcoveries and trade to North America, in which feveral 
gentlemen and merchants of Briltol were concerned, and araonglt them the Rev. Mr. 
Hackluit, whom we have fo often mentioned ; and who, having a prebend in the cathe- 
dral church of Briftol, and having a great genius for prompting fuch enterprizes, was 
fixed upon to apply in behalf of himfelf, and the reft of the perfons concerned, to 
Sir Walter Raleigh, who was ftill looked upon as the proprietor of Virginia, in order 
to procure his licence for this trade. ITpon his application to that worthy perfon, they 
received all the encouragement they cou' ! defire ; for he not only granted them a 
licence under his hand and feal, but alfo made over to them all the profits which Ihould 
arife from the voyage. 

After they were thus impowered, they raifed a joint llock of a thoufand pounds, and 
fitted out two fniall veffels, the one called the Speedwell, commanded by Captain Mat- 
thew Fringe, of the burthen of fifty tons, with thirty men and boys ; the other a bark 
of twenty-fix tons, called the Difeoverer, commanded by Mr. William Brown, who 
had under him a mate, and eleven men and boys befides. Thefe veffels wpie viftualed 
for eight months, and had a large cargo on board, confifting of all forts of goods that 
were thought proper for that country. I’hey failed from King’s Road, near Briftol, 
on the 20th of March, 1683. Being hindered by contrary winds, they put into Mil- 
for 4 il^ven, where they continued till the loth of April following, and then continued 
their voyage. The rout they took w'as by the Azores, and they arrived without any 
remarkable accident on the epaft of North America, in the latitude of 43 degrees ; 
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and, after having examined the coaft, on which they found nothing for their purpofe, 
they failed on fouth-weft in fearch of that part of the country where Capt. Gofnold 
had been. 

At length they found, in* the latitude of 41 degrees and fome few minutes, a very 
convenient bay, to which they gave the name of Whitfon’s Bay, in honour of Mr. John 
Whitfon, who was then mayor of BrMol. Here they landed, and cut a good quantity 
of faflafras, and carried it on board ; but, left they ftiould be furprized in the woods by 
the natives while they were at work, they erefted a little fort or redoubt, wherein they 
left their effefts, and four or five men to guard them, while the reft.were at \vork. 
The natives came and trafficked with the Englilh, forty or fifty in a' company, and 
fometimes upwards of an hundred, who ear and drank, and were very merry with our 
adventurers ; efpecially when they obferve*d a lad in their company playing upon a 
guitar, they would get round about him, and, taking hands, idance twenty or thirty in 
a ring, after the American manner. 

Our feamen obferved, that the natives were more afraid of two maftilF-dogs they 
carried with them than of twenty men ; and when they defigned to get rid of their 
company, they let loofe one of thefe maftiffs ; whereupon the natives would Ihriek 
out, and run away to the woods. But it is probable this ufage, and the erefting a 
fortification in their country, made the Indians at length look upon the Knglilh as their 
enemies : for our adventurers inform us, that a party of Indians «ame and furrounded 
their fort a few days after, when moft of them were abfent, and would probably have 
furprized it, if the captain of the (hip had not fired two guns, and alarmed the work- 
men in the woods, who thereupon returned to the relief of the fort. 

The Indians pretended inde^ they had no hoftile intentions, but our people never 
cared to truft them afterwards : and the day before the Englilh embarked, the natives 
came down agcun in great numbers, and fet fire to the woods where they had cut the 
faflafras ; which, it is probable, was defigned to let the Englilh know they would pre- 
ferve nothing in their country which ftiould invite fuch guelts to vifit them again ; for 
no doubt the great guns and fire-arms had rendered the Englilh very terrible to them, 
as well as their dogs. The account thefe people gave of the country and the inhabi- 
tants was, as might very well be expected, much the fame with what had been given 
before by Captain Gofnold, and thofe who had. failed with him into thofe parts, and 
therefore we need not dwell upon the fuhjeft. Amongft other curiofities they brought 
back with them, the moft* remarkable was, one of the boats ufed by the inhabitants, 
made of the bark of a birch tree, fowed together with twigs, the feams covered with 
rofin or turpentine ; and though it was feventeen feet long, four broad, and capable 
of carrying nine perfons, it did not weigh fixty pchinds. Thefe boats the inhabitants 
rowed, or rather paddled, with two wooden inftruments like to our bakers’ peels, by 
the help of which they went at a great rate. Abtmt the middle of June they had 
completed the freight of their bark, which they fent home before them into England. 
After her departure, they made all the difpatch they could in loading their own veflel; 
for which they procured a very valuable cargo of Ikins and furs, in exchange for the 
commodities they carried. On the 9th of Auguft they quitted the coaft or Virginia, 
and failed for England, arriving in the mouth of the Channel in five weeks ; but meet- 
ing there, vidth contrary winds, they could not reach King’s Road before the ad of 
06 f ober ; bnt they Ijad the fatisfaftion of finding that their bark was fafely arrived a 
fortnight before them. 

There was another attempt made the fame year, uppn the fame account, which, 
however, did not end fo fortunately. This voyage was performed by the Elizabeth 
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of London, a bark of fifty tons, commanded by Captain Bartholomew Gilbert, who 
had been the year before at Virginia with Captain Gofnold. They departed from Ply- 
mouth the I oth of May, and in their palTage traded at St. Lucia, Dominica, and Mevis, 
at the latter of which they cut about twenty tons of lignuni-vitae. The third of July 
they fet fail from thence for the coaft of Virginia, and particularly for Chefapeak Bay, 
which Captain Gilbert was very defirous of failing to, that he might make fome en- 
quiry after the people near thofe parts. On the 2 5th they came near the mouth of 
that bay. 

But the wind blowing hard, with a high fea, though they beat about for two or 
•three days, they could not make it, and were obliged to bear more to the ealhvard. 
The 29th, being not far from fiiorc, the captain with four of his beft men landed in 
their boat, and, being provided with arms, marched fome way up the country; but 
ill this march, being fet upon and overpowered by the inhabitants, they w'ere all killed ; 
and it was not without difficulty that the boat, with two young men who w'cre left in 
her, reached the ffiip again to bring the news. They, being now in all but ehwen 
men and boys in the fiiip, were afraid to venture the lofs of' any more of their fmall 
company ; and their provifions growing Ihort, the mailer, Henry Sute, who had 
taken the command, rel'olved, though they were in extreme want of wood and 
water, to return homewards, which they did, and arrived in the river ol I'hames 
about the end of September. 

The peace being concluded with Spain, in 1604, removed feveral obllacles that 
Hood in the way of the Britifli trade ; and at the fame time opened to our Ihips a 
free accefs to many illands, countries and ports, to which they had not belbre re- 
forted ; which occafioned a great increafe in our exportations, and "gave much en- 
couragement to fuch as were employed in the different branches of the woollen 
manurafture. As the bufmefs of fettling and planting on the northern continent of 
America, that too was laid open, by the attainder of Sir Walter Raleigh, w’hich hap- 
pened at the beginning of this reign, on account of a plot, w hich appeared very im- 
probable then, and with refpcct to him elpecially, very ridiculous ever fmce. I'he re- 
ports made by thofe who were concerned in the three laft voyages being very favour- 
able to the country, and the* profits made by them being very conliderable, inducei,! 
feveral perfons of dillincUon to think ferioully of promoting thefe difeoveries, iiilomuch 
that fome of the nobility refolved to engage in an undertaking of this kind. 

2. Accordingly Henry Wriothelly earl of Southampton, a'nd 'I'liomas lord Arundel, 
of Wardour, refolved to fit out a Ihip fo this expedition, 'fhis veilel was called the 
Archangel, and was commanded by Captain George Weymouth, an experienced and 
ikilful feaman, who failed on the lall day of March, 1605, from Dartmouth, and met 
with nothing of confequence, till fuch time as they judged thcmfelves to be very near 
the coaft of Virginia ; but the winds carrying them to the northward, in the latitude of 
forty-one degrees, thirty minutes, and their wood and water beginning to grow ex- 
tremely Ihort, they grew very defirous of feeing land. By their charts they had realbn 
to expedt it, and therefore bore direftly in with it, according to their inftrudions, yet 
they found none in a run of almoft fifty leagues. After much expedatjon, on the 
1 6th of May, they obtained fight of an iiland of no great confequence, and very w-^oody 
along the more ; but by the fruits they found, it appeared no barren nor defpicable 
fpot, more efpecially as there were dreams of frelli water running^ down ;the cliffs in 
great plenty, vaft numbers of fowls, and fifli enough all along the Ihore. This ifland 
is now called Long Ifland, an^ it was upon the ealtern parts of it they fell, to their 
great fatisfadion. From hence they could difeern a great many other iflimds, and the 
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main land dretching from the weft-fouth-weft, to the eaft-north-eail. Several of the 
iflands adjoining to the continent they vifited, and found very full both of timber and 
fruit-trees, of feveral forts. ^ 

AnKoig thofe iflands they ,m*et with a harbour, in which fhips of any burthen might 
lie, defended from all winds, in fix to ten fathom water, upon a tough clay ouze. 
This thfy called Pentecoft Harbour, becaufe it was about Whitfuntide they difcovcrcd 
it. The fir-trees, which were in great numbers on thefe iflands, yielded an exceeding 
fwcet turpentine ; and the mufcles which they found about the rocks, afl'orded frnall 
pearl in abundance, and fome that were large and orient 5 and the fhell of theU- 
pearls on the infide refembled mother-of-pearl ; but they wanted proper tackle to 
dredge for them, and therefore could not take any confiderable quantity. U'he na- 
tives front the continent came oft in their canoes to trade with them while they lay in 
this excellent harbour, their commerce being much the fame as in former voyages, 
all forts of fkins and furs Jn exchange for knives, beads, and fuch like trifles ; and 
fo good chapmen were they at that time, that they would give the value of ten or 
twelve pounds in their goods’, for five fliillings-worth of Knglifh iron ware. We fliall 
not enlarge on the manners, habits and cufloms, ^c. of the natives, which were the 
fame wo have already feen. 'I'heir bows, arrows, and canoes, had nothing in them 
but what was common among other favages. 'I'heir tobacco-pipes were fometimes 
made of clay, and fbnu times the claw of a lobfler only, but always *of a capacity to 
hold as much as ten or twelve of ours. 

'lliey grew pretty fantiliar with thofe pttople, but found, as others had done, that, 
amiilfl all their Ipc.cious fliows of fricndfhip, they were very treacherous, and fought 
every opportunity rd l>etraying them. Of this they had one very evident proof; 
when thofe favages, having invited them oti fhore to traffic, had very near drawn them 
into an amlntfh of near three hutulred men, armed after their manner, with bows 
raid arrows; but, they difeovered their treachery in time, and efcaped the fnare. 
But the molt extraorilinary difeovery m;ide in this voyage was that of a river, eflcemed 
by tliofe who found it the moft beautiful in America. They went up it with their 
ihips feveral leagues, and gave this account of it ; that as it runs up the main, it keeps 
a good breadth foj’ forty miles logetlier, in moit places a mile, in fome three quarters, 
but never lels than half a mile : i‘. flow's fixteen or eighteen feet ; at low water it is 
from fix to ten fathom deep ; it has abundance of harbours for lliips of all bur- 
thens, and will fecure theifi better from wiiwl and weather than any known in 
Europe. both /ides there arc, at a fuudl diflance one from another, many fine 
coves, fome of them capable of containing more than an hundred ftiil, where the 
giatund is foft ouze, with a tough clay underneath fot' anchor-hold. Natvtre alfo has 
-made feveral convenient places, like docks to grave ami careen fliips of all bur- 
thens, and fecure them from all winds ; the neighbouring lar.d trends along on 
botli fides in a fmooth line, and, inftead of rocks and clifls, is Jjordered with green 
grafs, and tall trc*es of .different forts. After they had remained here? about fix 
weeks, and during all that time carried on a very profitable trade with the natives, 
they thought o^ returning to England ; with which view they hoifted fail June the 
a 6th, and arrived ih^t day month m fight of ibe Land’s-eiid of England. 

This profperous voyage induced many perfons of high rank, and many more of 
great fortune, ty> defire to fee this new trade thoroughly eflablifhed, who applied 
to the crown for fuch legal authorities as were neceffary ; which defire of their’s was 
very foon complied with, and two companies formed for/ettling this large trad of 
land, which lor the prefent was divided into North and South Virginia, and w ere fo 
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ftiled many years after. It was to this intent King James, by his letters patents dated 
the 10th of April, 1606, reciting that Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir George Summers, 
knights, and Richard Hackluit, clerk, prdsendary of Wefttninfter, Edward Maria 
Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, and* Raleigh Gilbert, efquires, William Parker, and 
George Popharn, gentlemen, and divers others his loving fubjefts, had petitioned 
him for leave to fend colonies to Virginia, and fuch Other parts of America as 
either appertained to his crown, or which were not a£lually poffeffed by any other 
Chriftian prince or people, and lying between thirty-four and forty-five degrees of 
northern latitude, and within an hundred miles of the fea-coaft : and for the fpeedy 
accomplilhment of the faid plantation, intended to divide themfelves into two feveral 
companies, the one confiding of the adventurers of the city of London, who were 
defirous to fix themfelves between thirty-four and forty-one degrees of north lati- 
tude; and the other confifting of the adventurers of the cities of Briftol and Ex- 
eter, and the tovm of Plymouth, who were defirous tp fettle between thirty-eight 
and forty-five degrees on the coaft of Virginia in America. His Majefty, in order 
to promote fo noble a work, which might tend to the glory of God, by propa- 
gating the Chridian religion among the infidels and favages, and bring them to 
humanity and civility, did gracioufly accept their petition, and for himfelf, his heirs 
and fuccelTors, did grant and agree, that the faid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 
Summers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward Maria Wingfield, adventurers of the city 
of London, and all others that ftiould adbeiate with them, fliould be called the 
fird colony, and might begin their fird plantation at any place upon the faid 
coad of Virginia, or America where they Ihould think fit, between thirty-four 
and forty-one degrees of latitude; and Ihould have all the lands, woods, rivers, 
ports, filhing, and hereditaments whatfoever to the fame belonging and appertain- 
ing, from the fird feat of their plantation, for fifty miles either way along the 
coaft, north and fouth, and an hundred miles to the weftward, within land, with 
all the illands pver againft the faid coaft for the fpace of an hundred miles at fea ; 
with all the lands, ports, rivers, harbours, fidungs, and mines thereunto belonging 
or appertaining ; and liberty to plant, build and fortify therein ; and that no other 
fubjeds of this crown Ihould be permitted to fettle themfelves in the lands to the 
weftward of this colony without their leave. And his Majefty did grant to the 
aforefaid Thomas Hanham, Raleigh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popharn, 
of the cities of Briftol and Exetery and the town of Plymouth, in the county of 
Devon, and all others that Ihould a'nciate with them, that they Ihould be called 
the fecond colony, and might begin their firft plantation upon the faid coift of 
Virginia, or America, where Ihey Iliould think fit between thirty-eight and forty- 
five degrees of latitude; and enjoy all the lands, ports, rivers, filhings and here- 
ditaments thereto belonging, with the like extent of land and fea, from the feat 
of their plantation, as was granted to the firft colony. And it was provided, 
that the laid refpedive colonies Ihould not plant within the fpace of one hundred 
miles of each other ; that each company Ihould have a council, confifting of thiA 
teen perfons, in whom the government Ihould be lodged, but limited by certain 
articles under the privy feal; they were impowered alfo ,to dig mines in and 
beyond their refpeftive limits to tne weftward, paying the crown a fifth of all 
gold, and a fifth of all copper ore they Ihould get ; they were” alfo impowered 
to feize all Ihips that Ihould trade within their refpedlive limits ; to coin nion^, 
raife forces for their defence, &c. 

3. The patentee's firft named were commonly ftiled the London Compaiiy, ’itfid 

thofe 



OF THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 


231 

thofe laft named the Weftem Company, who no fooiier received this authority from 
the crown, than they began in eameft to provide for making efFedual fettlements 
within the bounds prefcribed by their refpcdive grants. With this view the Lon- 
don Company fitted out three veflels, one of ao hundred tons, another of forty, 
and a pinnace of twenty ; on board of which they embarked an hundred and ten 
land-men, with evi ry thing requifitc for fettling a colony. The command of this 
fmall fquadron was given to Captain Chriftopher Newport, an experienced feaman, 
well acquainted with the Weft -India navigation ; but to prevent any difputes in the 
paffage, the orders which regarded the government of the colony, and the 'names of 
the council who were to be intrufted with the adminiftration of it when fettled, were 
delivered to them in a box fealed up, with diredions not to be opened till they 
M'ere on Ihore. 

They failed from London on the aoth of December, 1606; but by feveral un- 
lucky accidents, were, for feveral weeks, detained on the coail of England. At 
laft they continued their voyage, and, having taken in frefli water and other ne- 
ceflaries, at the Canaries, proceeded to the Caribbee Iflands, where they arrived 
on the 23d of February, and ftaid amongft them, but chiefly on the iiland of Ne- 
vis, about ^ve weeks. On the 3d of vVpril they failed for Virginia, and arrived 
on the 26th of the lame month at the mouth of Chefapeak-Bay. The firft place 
on which they landed was the fouthern cape of that bay, where tHby built a fort, 
which they called Cape and Fort-Henry, as they did the northern Cape-Charles, in 
honour of the two princes ; and the firft great river they fcarched, the Indian name 
of which was Powhatan, they called James River, after the King’s own name, 

Of this river they* made a full fearch, before they would come to any refolution 
about a fettlement, and then, by unanimous confent, they pitched upon a peninfula 
about fifty miles up the river, which, befides the goodnefs of the foil, was efteemed 
moft capable to be made a place both of trade and fecurity, two-thirds of it in- 
vironed by the main river, wliich affords good anchorage all along, and the other 
third by a fmall river, capable of receiving fmall veflels of one hundred tons burden 
quite up till it comes within thirty yards of the great river again, and where generally, 
in fpring tides, it o;/crflows into the main river ; for which reafon the land they chofe 
to pitch their town upon had obtained the name of an ifland. In this bacK river 
fliips and fmall veflels may ride laflied to one another, and moored afltore, fecure from 
all wind and weather. 'I’hey gave the fame name to the town as to the river, viz. 
James-Town. The whole ifland thus inclofed contained about two thoufand acres of 
high land, and many thoufand of very good marih, and is extraordinary good pafture 
as any in that country. By means of the narrow paflage, this place was of great 
fecurity to them from the Indian enemy ; and to ftrengthen it the more they built 
caftles and a fort there. This was the firft plantation ol the Englifli that fucceeded, 
and which has continued to this day. 

As to the colony, the firft bufinefs they entered upon, after they landed, was to 
open their orders, where they found the following gentlemen appointed of the council, 
viz. Bartholomet^' ^ofnold, Edward Wingfield, Chriftopher Newport, John Smith, 
John Ratcliffe, John hjartin, and George Kendall, of whom Wingfield was chofen 
prefident ; but they thought fit to leave Captain Smith out of the council ; for it feems 
the reft of the gefttlemen were fo fet againft him, that they had confined him prifoner 
ever fmce they left England, which Purchas infinuates was occafioned by their envy at 
his fuperior talents, and becaufe the company in England feemed to rely more upon 
his ftilland experience than upon any of the reft ; and it qipear^ that the planters 
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themfelyes were fo convinced of his abilities afterwards, that they were obliged 
to adndwlain, into their council, but iju a manner refign their adminiftration into his 
hands, after they had by their perpetual*- jars and weak management, alaooft 
ruined the company's affairs. After about five or fix weeks ftay before this their 
intended n*ew town, the Ihips being difpatchcd. Captain Newport departed with 
them for England about the middle of June, leaving upwards of one hund,red men 
fettled in the form of government already mentiafited ; but when the Ihips were gone, 
the fame feuds and diforders broke out again with ffelh violence. 

, In the ‘midft of thefc feuds, however, they fell to planting, lowing, building, and 
fortifying ; but, above all they carried on a very advantageous trade with the natives. 
They might nevcrthelefs have made much greater gains of it, and managed it more to 
the fatisfadlion of the Indians, as well as to the great eafe and fecurity of themfelves, if 
they had been under any rule, or fubjetl to any method in trade, and not at liberty to 
outbid one another. By this means they not only lefl'ened .their own profit, but created 
jealoufies and dillurbances among the Indians, by letting one have a better bargain than 
another ; for they being unaccullomed to barter, fuch of them as • had been hardelt 
dealt by in their commodities thought themfelves cheated and abufed. 'I’hence they 
conceived a grudge againft the Englifh in general, and made it a natio^ial quarrel, 
which feems to have been the original caufe of moft of their fubfequent misfortunes 
from the Indian^. Thefc Indians proved much the fame as they had been found to be 
in other places, fair and friendly at firft, but treacherous and deceitful in the fequel. 
However, it was chiefly by the help of their provifions that the Englifli fubfifted till 
the return of their Ihips. 

'ITie next year two veffels were feiit thither full freighted with men and provifions 
for the fupply of the plantation : one of them arrived directly ; but the other, being 
beat off to the Caribbee Iflands, did not arrive till the former was failed back for 
England. But what gave the greatefl interruption to their trade was, an object which 
drew their eyes and thoughts entirely, not only from that, but even from taking 
the neceffary care for their prefervation, and for the fupport of their lives, which was 
this : they found, in a neck of land on the back of James-tt)\\ n ifliuid, a frefh flreain 
of water, fpringing from a fmall bank, which wafhed down, with a yellow fort of dull 
ifing-glafs, which, being cleanfed by the frelh fireaming of the water, lay fliining 
at the bottom, and llirred up in them an unrealonable defire alter riches;' for they, 
taking all to be gold that glittered, ran into the utmdli dillraclion, neglecting both 
the neceffary defence of their lives ‘om the Indians, and the fupport of their 
bodies by fecuring provifions, abfolutely relying upon the power of gold, and think- 
ing that, where this w^as j)lcnty, notlung could be wanting. Nay, they be- 
gan to be fo infatuated with the hopes of mountains of wealth, that they defpifed the 
mines of Peru and Mexico, in comparifon of their own ineffimable ftream. 

They fbon, how^'ver, grew I’enfible of their error, and found that if this gilded 
dirt had been really gold, it could then have beat of no advantage, for, by thdr 
negligence they were reduced to an exceeding I'carcity of provifions, and that little 
they had was loft by the burning of their town, while all hands,, were employed 
about this imaginary golden treafure ; fo that they were obljge'd to live, for fome 
time, upon the wild fruits of the earth, and upon crabs and mufcles, and fa^4ike, 
not having a day’s provifion beforehand. By this negleft, likewifij, they,.i«|iiiiii*#f 
them, became a prey to the cruelty of the Indians, and the reft durft |mt^Vi^|i^||||e 
abroad, and fo were forced to be content with what they could get. > 
ferable condition tl^ey were, when the firft of the two Ihips arrived ■ from EiiSwili'fo 
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thdr alliftance. They neither thought or fpoke of any thing but gold ; and there- 
fore they put into this fhip all the yellow dirt they had gathered, aud what Ikins 
and fiirs they had bartered jFor, and filling her up with cedar, fent her away. When 
the other ihip arrived, they flowed her likewifd with this imaginary gold duft, and 
filled her up with cedar and clapboard. 

Buti being at length perfuaded that they might apply themfelves to other labours 
as profitable, as well as more neceflary than colledling yellow fand, which, fup- 
pofing it valuable, would be always in their power, if they took carg to fortify 
themfelves effeftually, they began to beflir themfelves for that purpofe< and by the 
good management and direftion of Captain Smith, they made feveral difeoveries in 
James-river, and up Chefapeak-bay ; and in. the year 1608, they firfl gathered In- 
dian corn of their own planting. While Captain Smith was out on his expedition 
among the favages, he was treacheroufly fallen upon by three hundred of the Indians, 
under the command of oae of their kings, called Pamaunkee, who put all his men 
to death, and taking him prifoner, carried him to Powhatan, their chief king, who 
would have put him to death had he not been faved at the interceflion of Powha- 
tan’s daughter, Pacahunta. 

Being /cleafed, he returned to James-town, where Mr. Ratcliff refigning his pre- 
fidentfliip, he was unanimoufly defired to accept of that office. jWhile thefe dif- 
eoveries were making by Captain Smith, matters run again into confufion in James- 
town ; and feveral uneafy people, taking advantage in his abfence, attempted to de- 
fert the fettlement, and to run away with the fmall veffel which was left to attend it j 
for Captain Smith was the only man among them who could manage difeoveries 
with fuccefs, or w*lio could keep the fettlement in any order. Neverthelefs, amidfl 
all thefe inconveniencies which they brought upon themfelves, the plantation being 
increafed to near five hundred men, they made two other fettlements, one at Nan- 
famond in James-river, above thirty miles below James-town ; and tJie other at 
Powhatan, fix miles below the falls of James-river ; which laft was bought of Pow- 
hatan for a certain quantity of copper, each fettlement confifling of one hundred and 
twenty men ; and foon after they made a fourth fettlement at Kiguotan, near the 
mouth of James-rjver. Captain Smith obferved that two-thirds of the adventurers 
came over with a view of having every thing provided to their hands, without any care 
or labour of their own, and were fiibfifled by the labours of the other induflrious 
third, until he compelled them all to take ftiare in the work ; and then he foon 
planted ground enough to fubfift the colony in plenty, and, by moderate cxercife and 
good food, faw them not only reftored to their healths, but in a very flourifliing 
condition j and as there was now no longer neceffity of procuring food from the 
Indians by violence, they lived and trafficked very amicably together, and Powhatan 
fuff'ered him to make feveral other fettlements in the country. 

When their affairs were in this profperous fituatlon there arrived fix or feven ftiips 
from England, with between three and four hundred planters, and fuch ample 
fupplies of ammunition and provifion, as would have enabled the colony to have 
made an entire*conqueft of Virginia, or at leaf! to have procured what terms they faw 
fit of the Indians, if they had been under any command; but as things were ma- 
naged, this fupply only brought the colony into confufion. Upon report of which, 
the company iA England, imagining the divifions among the council in Virginia, 
in whom the government there was lodged, were the occafion of mofl of the niif- 
managements that had happened, procured a new patent from King James, where- 
by they were empowered to appoint a governor with a more an pie authority than 
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they had by the preceding patent ; and prevailed on the Lord de la War to accept 
of the government of their new colony j who thereupon made Sir Thomas Gates, 
Sir George Summers, and Captain Newport, his deputies, until his arrival ; and thefe 
gentlemen fet fail from England with»nine fhips and five Hundred men, in the month 
of May 1 609. 

Al l the three deputy-governors, being embarked in one Ihip, were ui)fortu- 
nately caft away on the iflands of Bermudas, being then uninhabited, but they 
and all th^ people efcaped to the ihore ; where, finding plenty of provifions, 
they took pofleifion of thefe iflands for the crown of England, and from Sir 
George Summers they have been ever fince called the Summer Iflands. In the 
mean time the reft of their fleet arrived fafe in the bay of Chefapeak, with the 
reinforcement above mentioned ; where they found Captain Smith prefident ; but both 
old and new planters gave out they were not obliged to obey him, for there 
was another coimniflion granted which had fuperfeded fiis, and they expected the 
arrival of the deputy-governors every day. 

But iiotwithftanding thefe jars. Captain Smith made a llfift to keep them in 
fome order while he remained among them, for otherwil'e the colctny had been deferred 
over and over; but as this gentleman was extremely adive, and alinoft c(^ntinually 
employed in fame fcrvice or other, ho had the misfortune to be blown up by accident ; 
which, though ir did not coft him his life, yet he was fo wounded and maimed 
thereby, that it was found abfolutely necelTary for him to return to England with 
the velfels that failed not long after ; a thing happy for himfelf, but extremely dif- 
advantageous for the fettlement ; fince he was no fooner on flap-board 
than every man took upon him t(j do what feemed right in his' own eyes, which 
had defperate confequences, fo that thofe who had given him moft trouble while he 
was amongft them, deeply regretted the lofs of him ; and yet this fenfe of their own 
bad behaviour did not at all incline them to amendment, or to the letting up 
any other perfon with Inch powers as might enable him to do what (ktptain Smith 
had done. 

On the contrary, they emptied their magazines, and lived in the greateft profufion, 
till that brought on want ; and then they rambled without order, and under no com- 
mand through the country ; taking provifions by force from the natives, who failed not 
to employ all their cunning, of which they had enough, to deftroy and cut them off; 
fo that when the deputy-governors arrived, in two floops which they had built in Ber- 
mudas, they found them in a mow deplorable condition ; war, ficknels, and famine, 
having reduced them from upwafds of four hundred, to fewer than four fcore, and 
thefe too uneafy and difc(mtented. Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir George Summers, 
took all the pains they could to quiet thefe uneafineffes, and to bring things once more 
into order ; but it was all in vain ; and the people fhewing their empty warehoufes, 
their ruined fettlements, and the number of fick amongft them, induced thofe gentle- 
men to content to their embarking for England, as the only means of faving thofe 
who were left ; which they accordingly did, to the great joy, no doubt, of the 
Indians. , 

But juft as they were failing out of the bay of Chefapeak^ they met with their 
new governor, who obliged them to return to James-town, to repair their habi- 
tations and forts there, and to difpofe every thing for maintaining ; the fettlement. 
This worthy governor was the Right Honourable Thomas Weft, Lord de la War, 
of an ancient, as well as noble, family ; in which prudence feems to have been he- 
reditary as well as/itle. He was endued with the virtues moft requifite for his ftation 
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as governor of an infant colony; for, wth great mildnefs and humanity, he had 
the warmeft courage and the greatett firmnefs of mind, and was equally capable 
of perfuading by words, aijimating by example, and awing by the jull ufe of his 
authority. He accepted of this commiflion from the company with a view of put- 
ting an end to thefe diftradions, which had hitherto difappointed all their expoc- 
tatiorfe, and defeated all their endeavours, and which they julUy attributed to the 
%vant of having there fome perfon in fupreme authority ; who might be altle to 
diredl the induftrious, encourage the deferving, and punilh the fadious and dil'- 
obedient. / • 

As foon therefore as thefe old, or rather new planters, were once on Ihore again, 
his Lordfhip, in a free and plain difeourfe, fet before them the folly and madne;> of 
their proceedings, reproving them for their divifions, idlenefs, and ill conduct, which 
had occafioned their misfortunes, advifing them to reform, or he fhould be com- 
pelled to draw the fword. of juflice, and cut oft' the delinquents ; declaring, how'- 
ever, he had much rather draw his own fw’ord ir. their defence ; and telling them 
for their encouragement, that he had brought them fuch plenty of provifions, tli-.t 
they wmuld be in no danger of wanting for the future, if they were not wanting to 
thenifelv^s, in providing fuch things as the country produced ; then he proceeded 
to conftitute a council, confifting of Sir d’homas Gates, his lieutenant-general ; Sir 
George Summers, his admiral ; the Honourable CJeorge Piercy, one of his captains ; Sir 
Ferdinand Wenman his mailer of the ordnance; and Chrillopher Newport his admiral : 
thefe, and the reft of his officers, having taken the oaths to the government, and en- 
tered on their feveral employments, his next care was, to furnilh his people with 
flelh ; for notwitnftanding there tvere not lefs than five or fix hundred hogs in the 
plantation when Captain Smitli went to F.ngland, there was not one left alive at 
this time ; they had cither been eat by the colony, or deftroyed by the Indians, who, 
to diftrefs them, had driven all the deer, and other game, out of the country ; and 
the Fnglilh were fo ill provided with nets, that though there was plenty of filh in 
the rivers, they knew not how to take them. 

I'he company had fent over a fupply of <-l(Jathing, bifeuit, flour, beer, and other 
liquors ; but taking it for granted, that they had hogs, venifon, fowl, and filh enough 
in the country, had made no provifion of flelh ; whereupon Sir George Summers the 
admiral, was difpatched tq Bermudas, to bring over live hogs from thence, for of 
thofe Sir George found plenty in that ifland when he was call away there, though 
there were no people upon it. The governor alfo fet fome to filhing within tlie bay, 
and others without, where there were Ihoals of cod-ftlh ; but their nets and tackle 
were fo defedlive, that they could not catch any. Hereupon he endeavoured to 
fettle a correfpondence with Powhatan and other Indian princes, that he might pur- 
chafe flelh of them for F.nglilh goods ; and in fome of thefe negotiations he fucceeded, 
particularly with the king of Patowmack, one of the moll potent of the Indian princes ; 
but notwithftanding he reprefented to Pow'hatan that he had already promifed to ac- 
knowledge the King of Kngkmd for his fovereign, accepted of a crown and feeptre, 
and other enfigns of royalty from him, with prefents of great value ; this prince 
would give him no other anfwer, but, that he expedled the Englilh IhouM depart his 
country, or confine themfelves within the limits of James-town ifland, and not range 
through ever^ part of the country, as they continued to do, only with a view of fub- 
duing it, as he apprehended ; threatening to ifl'ue his orders to cut them oft' and deltroy 
them, if ever they were found without the limits he preferibed them ; and commanded 
the melTengers his Lordfhip fent to him, not to fee his face again wnlefs they brought 
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him a coach and fix horfes ; for in thefe, he had been informed by fome Indians who 
had been in England, their great Weroances were drawn. 

The Lord de la War finding he was to expeft no friendftiip from Powhatan, de- 
termined he fhould fear him : having taken an Indian prifoner, therefore, he cut off 
his right hand, and fent him to his mafter Powhatan, letting him know, that he 
would fend all his fubjefts in that manner, and burn all the corn in his country 
(which was ripe at this time) if he did not forbear all aflis of hoftility for the future ; 
which had fo good an effefl:, that the colony lived in peace and plenty for fome 
time, every ti^ay making frelh difcoveries, and forming new alliances with fome Indian, 
princes. 

And thus the company’s affairs being happily eftablilhed again by the condud of 
Lord de la War, Sir Thomas Gates was fent to England, to give an account of the 
date of the colony ; the (hips being freighted home with cedar, black wallnut, and 
iron ore ; which returns appeared fo inconfiderable, that ^he company were in fuf- 
pence whether they ftiould not fend for the Lord de la War and the colony home. 
However they firft defired Sir Thomas Gates’s opinion upon it ; who told them that 
thefe were not the only returns they were to exped ; that if they would fend over 
men who underftood how to make pitch and tar, and plant hemp and flax, th((>y might 
furnilh England with all manner of naval ftores ; and that it would be very eafy 
alfo to fet up a manufadure of filk, the country abounding in mulberry trees, as 
well as filk-grafs ; that the foil was exceeding fruitful, producing corn, grafs, grapes, 
and other fruits in abundance ; that European cattle and corn multiplied prodigioufly ; 
and that there was great plenty of venifon, filh and fowl, which they would never 
want when they could be provided with boats, nets, and engines to lake them. The 
company need then to be at very little charge to fupport the colony ; on the con- 
trary, they would in a fhort time meet with returns anlwerable to their expedations. 
Whereupon the patentees refolved to proceed with alacrity to improve their Virginia 
plantation, in which refolution they were confirmed by the Lord de la War, who re- 
turned to England about this time (1610) for the recovery of his health. 

He left bemnd him the honourable Mr. Piercy, as his deputy ; and while he refided 
in England, took as much care of this plantation as if it had been his .oaternal eftate ; 
and was no lefs folicitous about the welfare of its inhabitants than if they had been 
his neareft relations : to fay the truth, it was to the wifdom and forefight of this 
worthy Lord that this nation owes the preferving fo great and fo beneficial an acqui- 
fition f as it was to his courage and ilcadinefs they were indebted for the plantatioa 
itfelf. In fhort, he fpent the whole remainder of his life, which was about eight years,^ 
in the fervice of the company and the colony, and adually died in his voyage back 
to Virginia in 1618, with a great fupply of people, cloathing and goods, for that fet- 
tlement, which however, arrived fafe. As I have now given an account of the fettling 
this country, I have executed all that falls within the compafs of my defign ; but, 
as I apprehend that it may be both entertaining to the reader, and better anfwer the 
defign of this colledlion, I fhall juft run over a few of the principal fads relating to 
the hiftory of this province, and then give a fhort defeription of it as it .ftands at pre- 
fent ; in order to fhew what advantages have accrued to the nation from an efta- 
blifhment which it coft fo much labour and pains to effed ; and the fame method I 
fhall take in regard to other plantations, as moft eameftly defiring to render this work 
as agreeable, as ufeful ; and as perfed, as it is in my power to make it. 

While Lord de la War jvas in England the colony was governed by his deputies,, 
who applying themf^ves to bring about a peaceable correfpondence with the natives,, 
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advanced it at laft fo far, that feveral intermarriages took place, and amongft thefe 
the Indian princefs Pachahunta efpoufed Mr. John Rolf, an Englifli gentleman, whofe 
pofterity enjoy, at this day, Ae lands defcended to them from this lady. In the 
year 1616 one Captain Yardly was at the head of affairs ; and the reafon 1 take no- 
tice particularly of his adminiltration is, becaufe under it they firft began to cultivate 
tobacccj which is fince become the ftaple commodity of the colony. He was 
fucceeded by Captain Argoll, afterwards Sir Samuel Argoll ; who was a man of a 
military turn, whom we lhall have occafion to mention frequently hereafter ; he 
repaired the forts that had run to ruin, and put the colony into fuch a ftate y^f defence^ 
that there was no great danger of any attempts that could be made againft them 
by the Indians. 

After the death of I.ord de la War, Captain Yardly, who was likewife in England, 
and who, bemg knighted by King James, had the title of Sir George Yardly, was fent 
over with the title of Governor ; and a very good governor he proved, for to him 
the people owed their being made as free as their comitrymen in this ifland, lince he 
augmented the number of the council, and allowed the planters to fend their repre- 
fentatives to the affembly, the firft of which fat at James-town, in May 1620. In his 
time negrof^ were firft brought into Virginia, the lands divided, hilt- works ereded at 
Cape Charles, and an iron mine wrought with good efl'edt. He. was fucceeded, 
in 1621, by Sir Francis Wyat, a young gentleman of a very good difpofition, w'ho en- 
deavoured all he could to promote the welfare of the colony, yet in his time 
it was that this fettlement ran a very great hazard of being totally deftroyed ; for the 
Indians who had lived amongft them now for feven or eight years with great freedom 
and familiarity, foAned a defign of extirpating tliem entirely, on account of one of 
their war-captains being killed, though he had committed murder and robbery, and 
died in defending himfelf from falling into the hands of juftice. I'he method they 
took to revenge this was, by a general mall'acre, w hich they fixed for Friday the 2 2d 
of March, 1622, and, in all probability, it had cft'cdually anfwered their end if it had 
not been difeovered by a converted Indian, the very day on which it was to have taken 
place ; fo that the advanced plantations could not receive intelligence time enough, 
which gave the natives an opportunity of cutting off three hundred and thirty-four per- 
fons. The Englilh revenged this in a manner very unbecoming them, lince, pretend- 
ing to be reconciled to the Indians, and thereby gaining their confidence, they maffa- 
cred likewife in their turn, ancf purfued their firft blow fo effetfually as to drive inoft 
of thefe poor people to feek for new' habitations. 

But it was not long before the Englilh gave them an opportunity of fatisfying that 
vice which is deepelt rooted in their nation, 1 mean revenge ; for dividing amongft 
themfclvcs, and falling into fa<ftions and parties ; and, at the lame time, running out 
new fettlements, the Indians fell upon them again, and cut them off in great num- 
bers. As this misfortune was chiefly owing to tlie imprudent grants made in Eng- 
land, it occafioned loud complaints ; and the fatal confequences of the company’s 
mal-adminiftration cried fo loud, that King Charles I. coming to the crown of Eng- 
land, expreffed » tender concern for the poor people that had been betrayed thither, 
and loft; upon which fonfideration he diffolved the company in the year 1626, re- 
ducing the country and government under his own immediate direftion, appointing 
the governor and»,council himfelf, and ordering all patents and procefs to iffue in his 
own name, referving to himfelf a quit-rent of two fhillings for every hundred acres of 
land, and fo pro rata. The country being thus taken into tht* King’s hands, his Ma- 
jefty was pleafed to re-eftablifh the conftitution by a governor, council, and affembly. 
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and to confirm the former methods and jurifdiftions of feveral courts, as they had been 
appointed in the year 1620, and placed the lall refort in the aflembly; he likewifc 
confirmed the rules and orders made by the firft affemtjly, for apportioning of land, 
and granting patents to particular adventurers. 

This was a conftitution according to their hearts’ defire, and things feemed now to 
go on in a happy courfe, for encouragement of the colony ; people flockedt- thither 
apace, every one took up land, by patent, to his liking ; and, not minding any thing 
bur to b(i mailers of great tra£ls of land, they fettled themfelves feparately on their 
feveral plantations. Nor did they fear the Indians, but kept them at a greater dillancc 
than formerly ; and they, for their parts, feeing the Englifli fo I'enfibly increafe in 
number, were glad to keep their diflance, and be peaceable. J'his liberty of taking up 
land, and the ambition each man had of being lord of a valt, though unimproved ter- 
ritory, together with the advantage of the many rivers, which aflbrded a commodious 
road for fliipping at every man’s door, has made the counttry fall into fuch an unhappy 
fettlemcnt and courfe of trade, that, to this day, they have not any one place of coha- 
bitation among them that may reafonably bear the name of a town. The next gover- 
nor, after the fettling of this new conftitution, was Sir John flar\’cy, who proved of a 
fpirit very improper for fuch an employment, fince he began c'arly to diffl^r with his 
council ; and fcji^m after oppreffed the jieople to fuch a degree, that they were refolved 
to be rid of him, at all events ; and accordingly in 1639 they feixed him, and fent 
him home prifoner, with a long charge againft him, accompanied by two f)f the coun- 
cil, appointed to manage the profecution againft him. But as loon as he came to 
London, the King, who highly relented this outrage on his prerogative, fent Sir John 
back again, with the fame authority as before ; but the very next year removed that 
oppreflive governor, and appointed Sir ’iVilliam Berkley to fucceed him. 

This gentleman held tlu' government longer than all his jircdcceflbrs put toge- 
ther, and deferved it ; he was, in all refpefts, an excellent governor ; fo careful of 
the colony, and fo kind to the people, that he preferved loyalty in Virginia long after 
it was loll at home ; nor did he fubmit to the Rump, till be was forced to it; and 
then withdrew to his own plantation, where h.e lived as a private perfon, and would 
have no concern in public aflairs at all ; but he was ftill refpefted. by the inhabitants 
for the great things he had performed. lie had purfued the war with the Indians 
fill he had reduced them fo low as ti) be no longer tyoublefome, after having made 
their Emperor prifoner ; he encouragecl the making, of pol-alhes, foap, fait; planting 
of lla.x, hemp, and cotton ; and the iuanufaclure of filk, which he brought to great 
p( rfetJion. After he retired from the government there were three perfons fent from 
England, who ruled one after another feven years; the firft of them was Colonel 
iJiggs, who adled under the parliament’s authority ; then Mr. Bennet was fent over by 
Oliver ; and aftcrw’ards one Mr. Matthews, who died governor ; and, upon this acci- 
dent, the people of Virginia defired Sir William Berkley to refume the adminiftration 
of aflairs. lie had a commiflion from King Charles IT. then in exile; but he abfo- 
lutely reful'ed to afl, unlcfs the people would acknowledge his mailer, to which they 
very readily confented, which will appear the lefs furprizing, wben«it is confidered, 
that abrindance of gentlemen, who had been ruined in the fupport of the royal caufe, 
had retired into this colony from I'.ngland. 

In confequence therefore, of this refolution. King Charles II. was proclaimed in 
Virginia, before he was acknowledged in any of his three kingdoms ; but it happened 
very luckily for Sir WiKiam that his mailer w'as foon after reftored ; and as a mark of 
his affedion for ^lie province, he wore at his coronation a robe of filk, fent from Vir- 
ginia. 
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ginia. SGon after Sir William went, over to compliment the King upon his return, 
and left Colonel Francis Morrifon, his deputy ; who behaved, in his abfencc, to the 
general fatisfadion of the plantation. He ordered the laws to be revifed and colleded 
into a body, to be laid before the affembly, at theft next feflion. He took the fame 
care of the church as he did of the ftate ; he regulated the parilhes, fettled the niini- 
fters’ albwance, got a revenue for the fupport of the government, and other laws for 
the eiicifuragcment of the linnen and woollen manufactures, the breeding of filk-worms, 
tanning, and falt-works. 

Whilll the deputy-governor was fo buly for the ferx ice of the colony, ^ William^ 
Berkley w'as in England, raking his inftrudions from the King for his future condudt. 
His Majelty ordered him to promote hufltandry, manufactures, filk and vineyards, that 
all {hips trading to Virginia Ihould go tc) James-town, and be entered at the cuftom- 
houfe there before they broke l>ulk ; which orders were given, with an intent, that by 
them the people might be tempted to come thither, and dwell there lor the con- 
venieiicy of trade ; and had fliey been obeyed it might have increafed the number of 
buildings in that city, which is now much lefs than it was fourfcorc years ago ; every 
b(.)dy coveting to live at his plantation, and fettle where he thinks he lhall have the 
bell crops ;yid conveniency of Ihipping. I’his is the reafon that there are fo few 
towns in \ irginia, and thofe that are there fo very fmall. Sir William, being fully 
inllrucled by ilte King how to proceed on his return to his governmeillt, fet fail from 
I'lngland to Virginia, where he arrived in the year i662, and immediately put the 
people upon improving their j)lantations, and ativaucing manufadures. He fum- 
moned an afiembly, and got an acl palled for building James-town ; each county 
was to build lb miny hi)iifes, and fome actually built their quota ; w'hich, notwith- 
Itanding t!ie act, were converted into taverns and eatiug-houfes, and the town was 
very little the bigger for them. Sir William Berkley, at his return, gave a fanCtion 
to the new body of laws, and took all tin? care ho could to carry them into execution, 
which was all titat ho could do, oi' that indeed could be expected from him. And, as 
we are now come down in the hillcn y of this colony as low as this period will permit, 
w'c are next to give a luccincl iiccount of the nature aiul condition of this plantation, 
thiit it may appear how wx-ll it defers es tlie |iaiiis that have been taken about it, and 
how' amply it rewards this nation for all the care and expence bellowed in plant- 
ing of it, which will allb acquit us of all thi' promifes made to the reader upon this 
fubject. 

5. The fituation of Virginia is remarkably happy and convenient, having the river 
Potowmac upon the north-call, the Atlantic Ocean on the eaft, the province of Caro- 
lina on the fouth, and the Apalachian Mountains on th’e wefl, which feparate it from 
Florida. It lies from 36 to 39 degrees north latitude, and between 74 and 80 degrees 
of wellern longitude ; it extends about 240 miles in length from north to fouth, and 
may be in breadth 120 miles from eall to weft. As to the air of this country it de- 
pends very much on the winds. The north and north-well arc either very lharp and 
piercing, or boiltcrous and Itormy, the fouth-eall and fouth being hazy and fultry. 
The winter is dr^ and clear, which makes it very pleafant ; fnow falls in great quimti- 
ties, but it feldom* lies above a day or two, and their frolls though quick and lharp, 
yet feldom lalt long. Their Ipring is fomewhat earlier than ours ; in April they have 
frequent rains ; May and June are very plcafunt months, the heat being greatly tem- 
pered by cooling breezes ; July imd Augufl; are fultry hot, the air growing in a manner 
ftagnant, which produces dreadful thunderings and lightning \ in September the wea- 
ther breaks, and there fall prodigious fliowers of rain, at which feafqn it is that the in- 
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habiiants are moll fickly. It ought, however, to be obferved, that in this, and indeed 
in all our colonies, the climate grows daily better, and thefe thunder feafons lefs vio- 
lent, which the inhabitants very julliy aferibe to the clearing the country, and cutting 
down the woods, which gives the ?jr a free paflage, and is attended with many other 
conveniences. 

As to tlic foil it is generally low towards the fea coafts, and for one l|iundred 
miles up into the country there is hardly a hill or ftone to be met with, except that 
here anti there fonie rocks of iron ore appear above the ground, and fome banks of a 
^ind of p^'^ritied oyftcr-fliells, that are of a prodigious thicknefs ; the whole country 
before it was planted w'as either foroft or morafs, which in the Wert Indies they call 
fwamps. 'I'he bay of Chefapeak runs diredly up the country, almoft due north, for 
three hundred miles ; at the entrance it is efteemed about twenty-one miles broad, or 
fomething more ; and it continues navigable as long as it walhes the coaft of Virginia, 
and much fartlier. Into the well-fide of this bay fall fopr great rivers, which rife in 
the Apalachian Mountains, all of them running from the north-weft to the fouth-eaft ; 
the mort foutherly of thefe is James-river, the Indian name whereof was Powhatan, 
being generally about two miles over, and navigable, at leaft, fourfeore miles. 
York-river, whofe Indian name was Pamaunkee, is a little to the nc^thward of 
James-river, and in fome places they approach one another fo near, that they are 
not five miles Afiindcr. 'I'o the northward of York-river is the river Raphanack, 
which in fome places is not ten miles diftant from York-river, and either of them as 
broad or broader than James-river. North of Raphanack is the great river of Pa- 
towmack, which in fome places is not above feven miles diftant from Raphanack-river, 
and in other places upwards of fifty. This river of Patowmack is Aavigable above two 
hundred miles, being nine miles broad in fome places, but generally about feven. 
The mouth of the river Patowmack, and that of James-river, are about one hundred 
miles afunder ; but the heads of all the four rivers rife in the fame hills, pretty near 
each other. There arc great plenty of fprings in all parts of the country, but the 
water is fomewhat harfticr than in England. 

As to animals, there were neither horfes, cows, Iheep, or fwinc, before the coming 
of the Englifti, but they have now plenty of them all ; and their horfes are very fer- 
viceable, and travel at a great rate. They have likewife elks, but not common ; red- 
(feer in great plenty ; hares, fquirrels of feveral kinds, mufk-rats, rackoons, wild cats, 
beavers, wolves, foxes, and feveral forts of dogs. As fdr reptiles, they have lizards, 
feveral kinds of fnakes, particularly thf rattle-fnakc, of which an account will be 
given hereafter. As to birds, they have eagles of three forts ; the firft is the grey 
eagle, about the fize of a kite ; 'the fecond, the bald eagle, fo called becaufe the upper 
part of the neck and head is covered with a fort of white down j the third, a black 
eagle, refembling thofe in England, very ravenous, and which do a great deal of mif- 
chief ; mort forts of hawks, two kind of owls, both very large ; and the white owl, 
very beautiful, all the feathers of her back and breaft being bright as filver, except 
a black fpot immediately below the throat. 'J’hey have a large bird of prey, which 
they call a buftard, but it is rather a kind of kite ; they have wild turkeys very large, 
fome of them weighing forty pounds j their partridges are fmallep than ours, but to the 
full as well tafted ; they have a bird called the mocking-bird, of two forts, grey and 
red, efteemed the fineft iinging bird in the world ; it receives its nanjre from imitating 
the notes of all other kind of birds it hears : the humming-bird with a long bill and 
very fine feathers. As tg water-fowl they Iiave of all forts, fuch as hems, bitterns, 
eurlews, wild fwags, geefe, ducks, teal, wdgeons, cormorants, and gulls. 
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As ftfr fi^’no Cduritry in the world has greater plenty ; in February, March, April, 
'and May, there are flioals of herrings come up into their very brooks, fome of the fize 
of "oirrs, but for the moft parf much bigger. There are alfo plentyof cod-fifli and (Ung- 
grafs; which laft is faid to be peculiar to this c-ountry, being fo called from having 
, a fting in its tail ; it is efteemed good food. In their rivers there are the old wife, 

' the flitep’s-head, an excellent filh ; trouts, green-hfli, llurgeons in great plenty ; 
plaice, flounders, whitings, carp, pikes, mullets, and perch. And for fliell-fifli they 
have oyiters, crabs, cockles, and flirimps. Of thofe that are not eaten, they have 
in their feas, whale, dog-fifli, lharks, porpoifes, gar-fifli, and fword-filjf: there js 
alfo a fifh they call the toad-filh, from his fwelling monftroufly when taken out of 
the water; ai)d the rock-fifli, fome fpecies whereof are poifonous, and have been 
fatal to thofe that have eaten them ; though others, which are not eafy to be dif- 
tinguilhed from the former, are' very wholefome food ; the Ikip-jack, fo called 
from his (kipping out of .the water, is tolerable good food ; and fo is the tobacco- 
pipe-fifli, fo called from its being long and (lender like a tobacco pipe. They 
have many infefts, fuch as mufldtoes, bugs, feed-ticks, red-worms, which lie only 
on old trees and rotten logs ; on which if a man fits down in the midfi of fummer, 
he is fure Jto catch them, but they are eafily got o(F with warm water. We may 
add to thele the worm that eats plank, which has a kind of horn or fcrew in its 
head, with which it forces a paflTage through any wood to which it (Vicks ; and as we 
have heard much of thefe worms, and perhaps not a little concerning them that is 
wide of the truth, it may not be amifs to give an account of them, from a gentleman 
who reiided long in Virginia, and made very exad obfervations. In the month of 
June, annually, there rife up in the falts va(l beds of feedling worms, which enter 
the (hips, (loops, or boats; wherever they find the coat of pitch, tar, or lime worn 
off the timber, and l>y degrees eat the plank into cells, like thofe of an honey- 
comb. Thefe worms continue thus upon the furface of the water, from their rife in 
June, until the firfl great rains after the middle of July ; but after that do no 
frefh damage till the next fummer feafon, and never penetrate farther than the 
plank or timber they firft fix upon. 

The damage opcafioned by thefe worms may be four feveral ways avoided ; iff. By 
keeping the coat (of pitch, lime, and tallow, or whatever elfe it is) whole upon the 
bottom of the (hip or vefl'el ; for thefe worms never fallen or enter but where 
the timber is naked. 2dly, ’Ey anchoring the large veflels in the ftrength of the tide, 
during the worm feafon, and hauling the fmaller alhore ; for in the current of a ftrimg 
tide the worms cannot fallen. 3 dly» By burning and cleaning immediately after the 
worm feafon is over, for then they are but juft (Tuck into the plank, and have not 
buried thcmfelves in it ; fo that the lead lire in the world deftroys them entirely, and 
prevents all damage that would otherwife enfue from them. 4thly, By ruiming up 
into the frelhes with a (hip or vellel, during the five or fix weeks that the worm is thus 
above water ; for they never enter, or do any damage in frefh water, or where it 
is not very fait. 

We come ijow to fpeak of what is produced by their foil. And firft with 
refpeft to trees ; * of which we may affirm, few countries are better (locked, or 
afford greater variety. As to timber, they have oaks, cedars, firs, cyprefs, elm, a(h, 
and wkllnut ; fome of their oaks meafure two feet fquare, and fixty feet in height. 
They have alfo beach, poplar, hazel, &c. belides faffafras, farfaparilla, and many other 
.faredC woods, and fuch as are ufed in dying. Their fruits are, grapes of feveral kinds, 
cherries of various (brts, plumbs from the bignefs of a damfon to that of a pear j 
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peaches in fuch plenty that in fome places they feed their hogs with them ; quinces 
in abundance, and apples and pears in as great plenty as can be wilhed. Their corn i.^ 
of two forts, Engliih wheat, barley, oats, rye, which all thrive very well, and yield 
from fifteen to thirty fold increafe ; «and maize or Indian corn, which is not unlike 
our peafe in tafte, but grows in a great ear or head as big as the handle of a large 
horfe-whip, having from three hundred to feven hundred grains in one epr, and 
fometimes one grain produces two or three fuch ears or heads ; it is of various colours, 
red, white, yellow, blue, green and black, and fome fpeckled and firiped, but the 
white and 'yellow are moft common ; the ftalk is as thick as an ordinary walking 
cane, and grows fix or eight feet high, in joints, having a fweet juice in it, (d" 
which a fyrup is fometimes made, and from every joint there grow long leaves in 
the lhape of fedge leaves : The manner of planting is in holes or trenches, about 
five or fix feet difiance from each other ; the earth is opened with a hoe (and of late 
years, with a plough), four inches deep, and four or five grains thrown into each 
hole, or trench, about a fpan diftant from each other, and then covered with earth : 
they keep it weeding from time to time, and as the Italk grows high they keep 
the mould about it like the hillocks in a hop-garden : they begin to plant in April, 
but the chief plantation is in May, and they continue to plant till the^ middle of 
June ; what is nlanted in April is reaped in Auguft ; what is planted in May is 
reaped in September ; and the lall in Ofiober. 

But as thereat produce of this country is tobacco, and as that of Virginia is looked 
upon as the ifel; in the world, it is but juft that we ftould give a more particular ac- 
count of it. It is certain that the country produced valt quantities of it before any 
Europeans went thither, and that the ufe of it was taught thdm by the natives ; 
but in what manner they cultivated it, or how they cured it, is now no longer 
known, fince at prefent they buy what they confume from the ICnglilh, and 
therefore it is of their manner of managing this plant that we /hall fpeak. The 
tobacco feeds are firft fown in beds, where having remained a month, the plants 
are tranfplantcd into the little hillocks, like thofe in our hop-gardens, the lirll rainy wea- 
ther ; and being grown a foot high there, within the fpace of another month they 
top them, and prune oil all the bottom leaves, leaving only feven or eight on the 
ft;dk, that they may be the better fed; and thefe leaves, in' fix weeks time, 
will be in their full growth ; the planters prune oft the fuckers, and clean them of the 
hom-worm twice a week, which is called worming anti fuckering ; and this work 
lafts three weeks or a month, by wbich t'l e the leaf from green begins to turnbrowniih, 
and to fpot and thicken ; which is a fign of its ripening ; as faft as the plants ripen, 
they cut them down, heap them up, and let them lie and fweat a night, and the next day 
they carry them to the tobacco-houfe, w'here every plant is hung up at a convenient 
diftance one from another, for about a month or five weeks ; at the end of which time they 
ftrike or take them down, in moift weather, when the leaf gives, or elfe it will 
crumble to duft ; after which they are laiil upon flicks, and covered up clofe in the 
tobacco-houfe for a week or a fortnight to fweat ; and then opening the bulk in a 
wet day, the fervants ftrip and fort them, the top leaves being the beft, and the 
bottom the worft tobacco; the laft work is to pack it in hogfheatls, or bundle it 
up, whicit is alfo done in a wet feafon ; for in curing of tobacco, wet feafons arc 
as neceffary as dry to make the leaf pliant. 

Yet tobacco is very far from being the only thing of value which this country 
produces ; on the contrary, they have flax, hemp, and cotton ; and lilk they might 
have if they were^ not fo extremely addifted to their ftaple commodity, as never to 
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think of any thing elfe, if tobacco can be brought to a tolerable market. They have 
likewife filk grafs, of which they make very little advantage, though, no doubt, un- 
der proper management, mo(it profitable manufactures might be raifed from it, fince 
its threads are finer than thofe of flax, and ftrongdr than hemp. We may add to this, 
that all kind of naval ftores might be produced in Virginia with great eafe, and in 
vaft pl'tnty : fuch as plank-timber, malls, yards, pitch, tar, rofin, and turpentine, 
befides fails, cordage, and iron. It is commonly laid, and there are fome who have 
lived in Virginia ready enough to affirm it, that there is hardly a ftone to be found 
in the country ; but however, this is far enough from being true ; for at/the wateiv 
falls there are Hones enough of different kinds lit for paving, and other ufes ; and 
towards the Mills there are quarries of flafe, and a kind of freeftone ; there are 
likewife a fort of ffiining pebbles, not at all inferior to Kerry-ftones, and though, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, they are foft, yet I have heard that when long expofed to the air, 
they become very hard, and if polilhed are extremely beautiful. As to mines, they 
have feveral of good iron in almoft all parts of the country, more efpecially in the 
Northern Neck, which belongs to Lord Fairfax. 'Fhere was once a lead mine dif- 
coveretl, but loll in the firll maffacre ; there has been likewife a talk of filver and 
gold mine; ; but it is certain that they have a great many coals, antimony, and other 
tilings of value in the bow'els of that country, which they would not fail to fearch 
out if tobacco alone did not fupply them plentifully. * 

I'hus far we have deferibed the country itfclf ; let us next enquire intp its condition 
as a colony ; and in this light we find it divided into twenty-five counties, fome fay 
twenty-nine ; of ihefe the firll is James-county, lying on both fides James-river, which 
contains five pariffi'es and the only two towns that are in Virginia. The firll is James- 
town, on the north fide of the river, and about forty miles from the mouth of it ; 
it is very far from being conliderable, as it does not contain above fixty or eighty 
houles at moll, and of thefe, as we obferved before, the greater part are taverns 
or public houles for the entertainment of fea-faring people, the gentlemen of Vir- 
ginia making it their choice to live on their plantations, in order to fee how their 
ellates are managed ; and in thefe feats of theirs they live fo handfomely and fo 
liofpitably, that l]o\v much foever llrangers may difapprove their method before they 
come into the country, they are quickly reconciled to it afterwards. The fecond 
is Williamlburgh, to which the feat of government is now transferred, and yet it 
does not confill of above forty houfes. 'I'ho rell of the counties are denominated as 
follows : Henrico county. Prince George, Charles county, Surry, Ille of Wight, 
Nanfamond, Norfolk, Princefs Anne, York county, Warwick, Elizabeth, New Kent, 
King William, King and Queen, Gloucefter, Middlefex, Effex, Richmond, Stafford, 
Weltmorland, and I.ancaller, Northumberland, Acornack, and Northampton. 

The number of people in thefe counties, taken altogether, men, women, children, 
and negroes, may amount to about half a million ; of thefe one hundred and 
twenty thoufand are freemen, or their wives an<i children, and above twenty thou- 
fand are capable of bearing arms. As for the liidians, there are Hill many nations 
of them, but foijie of them fo fmall, that they do not exceed four or five families j and it is 
thought that amongll.them all, they could fcarce raife feven hundred, fome think not five 
hundred fighting men. As to the government it refembles that of England ; for 
the legiflative ‘authority is lodged in the governor, or council and affembly : the 
governor reprefents the King j gives his affent to laws, and has a negative voice. 
As Governor, he is at the head of the civil adminillratioi;, and being by his corn- 
million a lieutenant-general and vice-admiral, the military and nayal power are like- 
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wife in his hands. In other refpefts, the government is very well regulated, and 
the church alfo is well taken care of ; neither has any plantation belonging to us 
been under better management, or the people more happy than thofe of Virginia j 
and this appears very plainly froth the face of the country, though there are no 
great towns in it, and but very few villages ; for the gentlemen’s feats are very thick, 
all of them good convenient houfes, many of them large and magnificeitt. The 
roads are no where better, the country being, for the moft part, level, and fcarce 
any rugged or deep ways ; fo that it is a common thing to travel forty or fifty miles 
in an afteriSDon, and fometimes an hundred in a fummer’s day. They have likewife 
as great conveniencies with refpeft to water carriage as any country in the world ; 
and it is this that has chiefly hindered them from living in great towns, which, though 
prejudicial to the manufatfures, has certainly proved very advantageous to their plan- 
tations, which are larger, more frequent, and better fecured, than in almoft any 
other colony ; and as it has flourilhed extremely hitherto, fo at this time it is as 
thriving a colony, and as likely to continue fo, as any that belong to this nation. 

The laft thing we propofe is, to give the reader fome idea of the advantages that 
arife to the nation from this particular plantation, which I mull confefs is a very diffi- 
cult thing to do ; but, however, I fhall labour to give as much falisfiftion as I 
can, and if I fho^ild be fo fortunate as to meet with any farther informations, care 
fhall be taken that the public fhall not lofe the benefit of them, fince they will come in 
properly enoi^h in the latter part of the work. In the firft place it mult be obferved, 
that as the value of labour differs in feveral parts of this kingdom, fo the labour of a 
man in moft of the plantations is not only as advantageous to his native country as if 
he worked at home, but much more fo : I believe, upon a moderate computation, we 
may reckon that fuch a perfon contributes to the public ftock, by which I mean, the 
income and wealth of the Britifh nation, four times as much : fo that we may with 
reafon reckon, that the white people in Virginia, one with another, produce twelve 
pounds to this nation j the reafon of which will appear, when we confider the nature 
of their commerce more particularly. But befides this, the negroes are of great advan- 
tage to this kingdom, though of infinitely lefs than white people would be, if they were 
employed in the fame work ; for every one of thefe poor creatures confume yearly 
two hilling-hoes, two weeding-hoes, two grubbing-hoes, befides axes, faws, wimbles, 
nails, and other iron tools and materials. On the whole, there can be no fortof quef- 
tion, becaufe it appears a plain matter of fa£l, that thefe people neceffarily take off the 
fum of one hundred and fifty tho"fand pounds, in the commodities of this country. 
How far it might have been more expedient for the infant-colony to have intermarried 
with the Indians, and thereby fo increafed their numbers as to have been in a condition 
to manage their affairs without Haves at all, I will not take upon me to determine ; 
but this feems fo clear as to admit of no difpute, that fuch a fettlement would 
have been by far more beneficial to the mother-country, and out of comparifon more 
commodious and fecurefor the planters themfelves. But! mention this only incidentally, 
and that it may pafs the confideration of perfons better verfed in thefe things than I 
pretend to be ; and, from juft hinting how things might be, return to the detail of how 
they really are. 

I have before ftated (agreeable to what able authors have afferted upon this fubjed) 
fome general principles or computation, fuch as that every head in this.plantation may 
be reckonfed worth twelve pounds a year to this nation, ^^which muft feem prodi- 
gious, and indeed lo does,every thing grounded on calculation, to fuch as have not 
applied themfelves thereto ; and fo they always will, unlefs clearly explained, which is 
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what 1 (hail next attempt, as defiring to bculcate ufeful truths, capable of influencing 
men’s practice, and not to write paradoxical difcourfes for my own, and other people’s 
amufement. In order to uijtie thefe knots, we mull confider that the people in 
Virginia live exadly as we do, or rather n^ore freely, in that generous, open, hofpi- 
table, and confequently expenfive method that prevailed here in the laft age. But as 
they are fupplied both with necelTaries and conveniences, with the inftruments of 
labour, as well as the means of luxury, from England ; it follows of courfe that they 
mull employ an infinite number of hands to provide thefe. For it is generally known 
that thefe demands mud be fupplied from thofe handicrafts and mechanip^ that ha^’i- 
mod hands in their fcrvicc; fuch as weavers, dtoemakers, hatters, ironmongers, 
turners, joiners, taylors, cuttlers, fmiths, bakers, brewers, ropemakers, hofiers, and 
indeed all the mechanics in England ; their manufactures being good merchandize in 
Virginia. The commodities fent thither, befides linnen, filks, India goods, wine, and 
other foreign manufadlure.s, are cloth, coarfe and fine ferges, duffs, bays, hats and 
all forts of haberdafliers’ ware; hoes, bills, axes, nails, adzes, and other iron ware; 
deaths, ready made ; knives, bilket, flour, dockings, Ihoes, caps for fervants, and. 
in Ihort, every thing that is made in England. 

But if they employ thefe people they mud feed them likewife, and pay them their 
wages ; and not only them, but thofe who take the pains to go between the planters 
and thefe workmen ; by which I mean the agents, merchants, or faftors ; who, though 
fewer in number, yet have their fervants and dependents ; who, from the nature of 
their employments, exped to be paid at a better rate. Neither is this all, for when 
things are made and brought to the fador, they are never the nearer to the planter 
in Virginia, but n\ud be put into the hands of a new fet of people, who are to be 
paid for the carriage of them ; fo that now 1 think the mod common capacity may 
underdand how the labour of every head in any plantation mud be worth four times 
as much to the community of his mother-country, as if he wrought at home ; for 
if he fpends fo much, and pays for what he has, both of which are undeniable, his 
labour mud produce fo much. This (hews the benefit of plantations to their mother- 
country ; and I hope there is no need to fay that this fliews how much regard and 
refped is due from thofe who manage the aflairs of the mother-country, to thofe who 
live and labour jfor her in the plantations. But becaufe it is not impoflible we may 
err a little in the meafurc of thefe computations, and as I am far from defiring to 
magnify thefe advantages beyond the truth, I (hall lay it down as a thing certainly to 
be depended upon, that every w'hite perfon in Virginia, one with another, is worth 
to this nation ten pounds, which will make the value of the whole plantation equal 
to an annuity of 1,2 00,000 1 . to Great Britain. 

This I think is already, in a great meafure, demondrated ; but as I am very fcnfible 
that many people will dill think full fatisfadion is not given upon this head, if they are 
not Ihewn how this, or at lead the greated part of it, is received ; that we may not 
do things by halves, my next care fliall be to remove this difficulty likewife. In order 
to this, we mud confider that the trade of this colony, as well as that of Maryland, 
confids almod, entirely of tobacco ; for though the country would produce feveral 
excellent commodities fit for trade, yet the planters are fo wholly bent on planting 
tobacco, that they feem to have laid afide all thoughts of other improvements. This 
trade is brought to fuch perfedion, that the Virginia tobacco, efpecially the fweet- 
feented, which grows on York-river, is reckoned the bed in the world, and is what is 
generally vended in England for a home confumption ; the qther forts, called Oronoac, 
and that of Maryland, are hotter in the mouth, but they turn tp as good account, 
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being in demand in Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Germany ; it is therefore from 
this commodity that we are to look for the beft part of that van Aim which we have 
mentioned ; and if we proceed diligently, and with attention, I dare fay we fliall not 
fearch in vain. * 

In time of peace, I am perfuaded, from feveral different calculations, and from the 
comparifon of the informations 1 have fought and received from fuch as are, or ought 
to be, befl acquainted with thefe matters, that there is very little lefs than one hundred 
thoufand hoglheads of tobacco exported every year from this colony ; that between 
three and f^r hundred Ihips are employed in this trade ; and upwards of four thou- 
fand feamen. If we take things upon this foot, then the hundred thoufand hoglheads 
of tobacco will produce about the fum at which I have Axed the produce of this 
colony to the nation ; but it may be faid, that if we take tobacco for the commo- 
dities and manufaftures that we fend to Virginia, it differs very widely from an annuity ; 
and that inftead of receiving 1,200, 000 1. from the perfons inhabiting this plantation, 
we return them the moft valuable things we have, to 60,000,000 of pounds of tobacco, 
which in itfelf is no neceffary of life, and which we might very well do without : thus 
we are all at fea again, and it is my buAnefs to fet us once more alhore ; and if I am 
able to clear up this laft miff, I hope there will, for ever after, be fair weather for the 
plantations. 

In anfwer therefore to this objedion, which feems to deftroy all, and to demolifli 
entirely that ftrudure which I have been credting, I fay, that conAdered, it 

makes more in favour of the colony of Virginia, than all that I have been faying for 
it ; and this I lhall be able to make as plain as any thing can be made, in a very few 
words. It is, I think, generally agreed, that Sir Walter Raleigh Afft brought tobacco 
into England, or rather, as 1 apprehend, had it brought over to him from this colony ; 
and we And the ufe of it much recommended by the learned and worthy Mr. Harriott, 
whom he fent over thither. But we muff not infer from thence that Virginia 
tobacco was always ufed here, fince the contrary is very certain ; for, as the reader 
has been told, it was Sir George Yardly who introduced the planting and cultivating 
tobacco in that country by the Europeans, in the reign of King James I. 

Yet before this time the praftice of taking tobacco was become fo common in 
England, that King James wrote a book againlt it. I do not concern myfelf in the 
controverfy, whether he was right or wrong in his oppofition to this pradice ; but 1 
mention it to fhew that it was become common, and that the falhion of ufing it was 
growing ftrong. We had moft <,f our tobacco then from Brazil, and feme from the 
Spanifli plantations ; the price of, it was from four to feventeen (hillings a pound, and 
if we had come to ufe as much of it as we do of the Virginia tobacco, and had paid 
for it at the rate only of five (hillings, this Angle article of luxury would have ftood 
us in upwards of feven millions every year. I very readily allow that this would be a 
very abfurd and improbable fuppofition, Ance it cannot be imagined that, in fuch a cafe, 
the common fort of people either could or would have fmoaked tobacco ; but then let 
us conAder what a number of people there arc to whom the deamefs of this commodity 
would have proved no reftraint ; and let us fuppofe that we (hould^ in this refpeft, 
have been no wifer than our neighbours, which 1 look upon to he a very modeft and 
rational fuppofition ; we might then, inflead of forty thoufand hoglheads, have con- 
fumed ten or twelve thoufand, which would have amounted to a million or upwards, 
and confequently fo much ready money is hindred from going out of the nation by 
the bringing in of Virgima tobacco, which, viewed in this light, is equivalent to the 
importing of fo much Alver. 


But 
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But to proceed, befides the money faved to the nation by the ule of this tobacco, we 
export one way or other fixty thoufand hoglheads, which, at five pound per hogfhead, 
amounts to 300,000!. exclufive of the duty of this tobacco, which is not drawn 
back. I might have taken another method of rcafoning upon this fubjed, by ihewing 
that whatever exchange of commodities contributes to the maintenance and employment 
of a certain number of people, is not only equal to, but is really much better than, an 
annuity that would maintain the fame number of people in the fame way, had I not 
been inclined to render this matter as evident as it is poflible. After this I ihall make 
but two Ihort obfervations, and fo quit this part of my fubjed. /’ 

The firft is, that in cafe what we receive from Virginia in tobacco ftiodld fall fliort 
of the fum 1 have computed we derive from thence, this deficiency is certainly made 
up fome other way ; or, in other words, the Virginians fend us other commodities, 
or pay us with the balance of their trade with other places. The fecond obfervation is, 
that there Is not the lead: tlanger of feemg this country over-peopled, and thereby 
finking the value of tobacco, becaufe there are a multitude of things to which the 
people may turn their hands ; feveral of which have been enumerated already, and 
therefore 1 lhall only obferve that in the articles of filk and iron the inhabitants of 
this colony might fave us 300,000!. a year, and bring us in very near the fame fum 
from other nations. But it is now time to quit this agreeable topic, which however 
is a very hard talk for one who has any tindure of public fpirit, in order to proceed 
with the proper bufinefs of this chapter. 

6. In what we have delivered concerning Virginia, we have purfued the hi/lory 
only of the firll company eftablilhed by King James’s patent, called alfo the London, 
or South Virginia company ; but we are next to account for the condud of the other 
adventurers, or the weflern or Plymouth company, as they arc ililed by the writers of 
thofe times, who contented themfelves for fome years with trading with the natives 
of North Virginia for furs, and filhing upon that coaft. Two fliips being employed 
in this fiihery in the year 1614, commanded by the famous Captain John Smith and 
Captain Thomas Hunt : Captain Smith went on Ihore, and took a particular view of 
the country of the Mafl'achufetts, and had fome ikirmifhes with the natives; after which 
he returned to England, ordering Hunt to fail with the other Ihip to Spain, and difpofe 
of the fifh he had" tahen there ; but Hunt, propofing to make a market of the natiti^s 
themfelves, as well as of their iifli, after Captain Smith was gone, enticed twenty-feven 
men of the Indians on board his fiiip, and then fetting fail with them to Malaga, fold 
them there to the Spaniards for flaves, at the rate of twenty pounds a man, among 
whom was an Indian called Squanto, afterwards very ferviceable to the Englifh. 

This outrage was fo refented by the Indians for' the prefent, that all commerce 
with them became impradHcable ; nor was this the firft time the natives had been 
thus violently carried away by the Englifh; for Captain Harlow, in the year i6ri, 
furprized one Epenow, and two more of his countrymen, and brought them to 
England ; where Epenow learned Englifh enough to impofe upon his mailers ; and 
underftanding that the hopes of acquiring mountains of gold was the principal induce- 
ment the Englifh had to vifit his country ; the cunning Indian, in order to get thither 
again, pretended there was a rich gold mine not far from the country where he was 
born, which he would guide them to if they thought it worth their while to fit out a 
fhip on fuch an expedition. This overture had the fuccefs Epenow expefted, and 
Captain Hobfori was difpatched the next year with provifions, tools, and materials, 
proper to make a fettlement, and open the mines Epenow had given them intelligence 
of. This fhip arriving on the coaft of Maffachufetts, feveral Ind^ns came on board, 
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proiniling to return again the next day with furs and other merchandize ; and they 
did, indeed, return, but in an hoftile manner, with twenty canoes full of armed men ; 
and Epenow, beckoning to them to approach nearer the ftiip, jumped into the fea, 
and made his efcape to them ; whereupon the Englifli fired upon the canoes, and 
were anfwered w'ith a flight of arrows, and feveral were wounded on both fides, among 
whom was Captain Hobfon himfelf; after which the captain, without atteiftpting 
any thing farther, thougt fit to return to England. 

In the year 1619, C'aptain Dormer was fent to New England, and with him 
^quanto, tqe Indian, as an interpreter, to endeavour to make peace with the natives, 
and fettle a ‘colony in the MalTachufetts bay, but to no purpofe; the Indians would 
not be reconciled, and, in a fkirmifli with them. Dormer received further wounds, 
whereupon he proceeded to Virginia, leaving Squanto on Ihorc in New England. The 
patentees, having met with Rich difeouragement, were, at laft, fo much dilheartened, 
that they gave up all thoughts of making a fettlement ; however, other adventurers 
carried on a trade to New England ; eight (hips were employed in it by the merchants 
of London and Plymouth, this, and the next year, and the fuccefs was fuch, that the 
feamen, who were Iharers alfo, had each feventeen pound in fix months time, as much 
as thirty pounds now, and as good as five pound a month, or mailer’s pay. It is 
very probable that the commerce might have gone on in this manner for feveral 
years, without any thoughts of planting, though that was the motive upon which 
their patent was granted, fo early began the falhion with companies, to make that 
their leaft care for which they were conllituted. But it fo fell out, that a congregation 
of Independents or Brownifls, that for the fake of their religion had retired to Holland, 
and formed themfelves into a church under one Mr. John Robinfon, who was their 
minifter, found themfelves more uneafy there than they had been in England ; and 
therefore formed a project of feeking an eftablillnnent in the New World, w'liere they 
imagined they might enjoy peace and quiet ; yet before they could carry this defign 
into execution, it was necefl'ary to have King James’s licence, not only in regard to 
the rights of the crown ; but to fecure them, when fettled, from being turned out, 
either by their own countrymen or ftrangers. In order thereto they got Sir Robert 
Nanton to procure the King’s conlent for their tranfporting themfelves to America. 
Sir Robert alked His Majefty that fuch a people might enjoy libe'rty of confcience 
under His gracious protetlion in America, where they would endeavour the advance- 
ment of His dominions, and promote the Golpel : the ' King replied, “ It is a good 
and honeft propofal,” and yielder* to it 

This congregation, by their agents in England, treated firft with the council at 
Plymouth for a large tradl of 'land towards Norembegua and New Scotland; but 
upon better confideration they abandoned their purpofes, and refolved to feat them- 
felves more to the fouthward on the bank of Hudfon’s-river, which falls into the fea 
at New York. To this end, they contraded with fome merchants, who were willing 
to be adventurers with them, in their intended fettlement, and were proprietors of the 
country ; but the contrafl bore too hard upon them, and made them the more eafy 
in the difappointment they met with in fettling on Hudfon’s-river ; feveral of Mr. 
Robinfon’s congregation fold their eftates, and made a common banV for a fund to 
carry on this undertaking, d’he agents hired the May-Flower, a' fliip of one hundred 
and eighty tons, which was freighted with proper goods and merchandize, and ordered 
to Southampton, where Ihe took aboard the company that came from Holland with 
Mr. Brewfter. The whole company, about one hundred and twenty perfons, failed 
from Plymouth, the 6th of September, and fell in with Cape Cod, on the 9th of 
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November, an ill time of the year*ceeded beyond their expeftation ; for the charter 
difficult labour ; and nothing could icled a governor, a council, and magihrates, and 
be ; here they refrefted theififelves abPppohte tp ours, or encroached on the prero-. 
fouthward for Hudfon’s River ; but JonCT the hirtory thus low, and ffiewing how, 
bribed by the Hollanders, who intended th/ettleinent was founded and fixed in this 
as they did feme time after, inftead of puttingiofl; populous of our plantations upon 
dangverous ffioals and breakers, where, mcetingffifther in this way, becaufe it would 
again to the Cape, upon which they put into the * and becaufe the hiitofy of New 
the feafon of the year, to attempt a iettlemcnt therein, much better informed thcreo’f 
But Cape Cod not being within the limits of the land'Vell content with endeavouring, 
patent, they alTociated themfclves into a body politic, by £■ explaining the ftate of this 
having declared themfelves fubjefts of the crown of Engi.. 

fuhmiffion to the laws that ffiould from time to time be made ffneant by New England, 
'I'he j'lace they made choice of to build a town on was ver) is a general name for 
counti ’• About it not lefs agreeable ; fo they refolved not to troubkprovince, properly 
friends about obtaining any farther licence, but to rifque their forfion was originally 
dcnce had caR them ; in confcquence of w’hich refolution they went? been formerly 
in rai' g their new town of Plymouth, for that was the name they gave'fe was thus : 
lies m the latitude of 42 degrees north. The planters defigned to Ray in unioned, he 
including w’oinen and children, were about an hundred, of whom only one bo’i of as 
the pafl'ago. Their liiRorians mention no more than nineteen families that feiidi4 j 
Plymouth, and give us the names but of forty-one effective mert, among whon.and 
chief were John . Carver, whom they chofe governor, William Bradford, Edwii.d 
Winflow, John BrewRer, affiRant to Mr. Robinfon, and ruling elder of his churcli, 
Ifaac Ah'i'ton, Miles Standifh, John Howland, Richard Warren, Stephen Hopkins, Ed- 
ward Tilly, ChriRopher Martin, William White, Richard Clack, and Thomas Englifh. 
But fuel) were the fatigues this infant colony underwent tlic lirR winter, that out of an 
hundred planters fifty died within the fpace of two months; and had the Indians at- 
tacked them, they had probably all periffied, but they met with no diRurbance. 

After they had fixed themfelves at Plymouth Bay, they faw very few of the natives 
till the middle of March, when Samofet, one of their fagamorcs, or captains, came to 
them in a friendly manner, and gave them to underRanci they w'ere welcome into the 
country, and that his people* would be glad to trade with them ; and coming again the 
next day with other Indians, they informed the Englifh that their great Sachem, whom 
they called MaffafToiet, had his refidcnce but three days march to the northward, and 
intended them a vifit. And accordingly Maflaflbict arrived the 22d day of March, 
with a retinue of fixty people ; and, being received by Captain Standifh at the head 
of a file of mufketeers, was condudted to a kind of throne they had prepared in one 
of their houfes. 'i'his monarch was of a large flature, middle-aged, of a grave counte- 
nance, and fparing in his fpeech ; his face was painted red, and both head and face 
fmeared over with oil ; he had a mantle of deer-fkin, and his breeches and Rockings, 
which were of a piece, were all of the fame materials ; his knife or tomohawk hung 
upon his bread on a Rring, his tobacco-pouch behind him, and his arms covered with 
wild cat-fkins, and ifi the fame gai'b were his principal attendants. They did not ob- 
ferve any marks of diRIndion between this prince and his fubjefts, unlefs it were a 
chain of fifli-bones, which MalTalToiet wore about his neck. Soon after the Prince was 
feated, Mr. Carver, the governor, came in, with a guard of mufketeers, whereupon 
MalTaflbiet rofe up and kiffed him, after which they both Yet down, and an entertain- 
ment was provided by the Indians, of which no part appeared more acceptable than 
VOL. XII. • ' K K the 
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promilmg to return again the next day with furs a* 

did, indeed, return, but in an hoftile manner, wit'fidly of it. In Maffaflbict’s retinue 
and Epenow, beckoning to them to approach /Hunt, and brought to New England 
and made his efcape to them ; whereupon t^^affeftion for the Englifli, among whom 
were anfwered with a flight of arrows, and frtavourable reprefentation of the colony, 
whom was Captain Hobfon himfelf ; af i this friendly vifit ; and, at tliis firft meet- 
any thing farther, thougt fit to return toand dcfenfivc, with the Englifli, and even to 
In the year 1619, Captain Dorcign, and to hold his dominions of him; and, 
^ijquanto, tS^e Indian, as an interprciafl'oict granted part of his country to the planters 
' and fettle a 'colony in the Mafllt' 

not be reconciled, and, in a IHipon the mutual interefls of th(> eontrading parries, 
whereupon he proceeded to Iiany years. 'I’he Sachem, who had been inforrnetl 
patentees, having met with people the Englifli were, both by lea and land, promifed 
that they gave up all gainlt the Naraganlet Indians, his enemies ; and the Englifli 
carried on a trade to Ilf his friendfliip to eflablilh themfelves in that country. I’lic 
of London and Plvied, Mafl'afl'oiet returned to his capital, leaving Squanto with the 
feamen, who wenxtremely lerviccable to them, not only as an interpreter, but by 
as thirty pound how to plant and manage their Indian corn, in piloting them along 
very probahi fupplying them with fifli, fowl, and veiiifon. 'i’he Englifli Hill remained 
years, wit’many of them died ; among whom was Mr. Carver, their governor, in the 
their pyi April, 1621. The feamen alfo had their fliare ol illnefs, infomuch that they 
their lot in a condition to fail till May, when the ftiips returned to England to give 
of L friends an account of the circumllances of the colony. 

a’‘While theft* fliips were gone to or remained in the Britifli dominions, the 
colony made choice of Mr. Bradford for their governor, who enjoyed that poll: for 
many years, and faw the plantation thoroughly eltablifhed ; notwithflanding that, in 
his time, there arofe fuch dilferenccs about religion as adually occafioiieil great feuds 
and jealoufies, and feemed to threaten worfe confequcnces. It may be expected, that I 
Ihould give fome competent reafon for the quick progrel's of this ctdony beyond that 
of Virginia, which met with no luch fuccefs ; and this leerns to be the rather neceflary, 
becaufe at firft fight one might be inclined to think that it ought to be attributed to 
the fuperior diligence and application of the Weftern Company, in comparifon of 
that of London ; which is, l.owever, fo far from being true, as in reality this company 
had no lhare at all in the fending over or eftablifliing this* flourifliing plantation. On 
the contrary, it w'as raifed by the fpirit, v.gilance, and ardour of the malcontents in 
the reign of King Charles I. who, before the breaking out of the civil war, and when 
they had little hopes of getting the government into their own hands, project'd the 
fecuring to themfelves a fafe retreat in New England, which induced them to fend 
thither fuch regular fupplies, and thofe too under the diredion of men very capable 
of anfwering the ends for which they were fent thither. We have feen with what 
wonderful fuccefs their firft attempts were attended, and how foon their new colony 
was in a condition to defend and fupport itfelf, not only without any aflillancc, but 
almoft without any notice from the crown, which in the beginning they did not defire; 
but afterwards, forefeeing many inconveniences that were’ likely to atteild this manner 
of proceeding, they very prudently refolved to alter it, and to procure to themfelves 
fuch farther fecurity as appeared to them requifite towards attaining thofe ends of 
which they werejn purfuit. 

This, therefore, being the cafe, and the colony of Plymouth ftill remaining without 
a patent, or any title to the'lands they poffeffed from the North Virginia (or New Eng- 
land) Company, fent over Mr. Winflow, one of their number, to folicit for both in the 
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■year 1624; and this gentleman fuCceeded beyond their expeflaiion ; for the charter 
he .procured, enabled the planters to cleft a governor, a council, and magiftrates, and 
to make laws, provided they >»^ere not oppofite tg ours, or encroached on the prero- 
gatives of the crown. After condufting the hiftory thus low, and flicwing how, 
where, and when the firft regular Englilh fcttlemcnt was founded and fixed in this 
country, now the largeft, befl: improved, and mod populous of our plantations upon 
,lhe continent, I mud excufe myfelf from going farther in this way, becaufe it would 
extend this feftion to an unproporlionable length : and becaufe the hidory of New 
England has been already written by fevoral able men, much better informed thereof 
than 1 can poflibly be ; and therefore I lhall be very well content with endeavouring, 
in as finall a cumpafs as I can, to do as much towards explaining the date of this 
colony, as I have already done for that of Virginia. 

7. In order to this, it will be necdTary to explain what is meant by New England, 
fincc it differs thus far fr6m all our colonics, that, in reality, it is a general name for 
fi'veral of them, though there is no particular plantation, or even province, properly 
fu called. We are therefore to obferve, that under this denomination was originally 
compn'Iiended that part of the continent of North America, which had been formerly 
Ailed North Virginia and Norembegua, and the way it acquired this name was thus : 
When ('.aptalti Smith made his voyttge thither, which has been bef(^re mentioned, he 
went afhore, with no more than eight perfons ; and at that time drew a plan of as 
tnuch of the country as he had feen. This, as I apjtrehend, w'as in the year 1614 ; 
and upon his return he fliewed the Prince of Wales his account of the country, and 
the map he had drawn of it. Ilis then Royal liighnefs, afterwards King Charles 1 ., read 
the one, and examined the other, giving fcveral Engliflt names to places diflinguilhed 
by Indian appellations in the book ; and from Captain Smith’s information of the foil 
and climate of the country, called it New England, which name it has ever fince borne. 
This work, thus I'een, perufed, and approved by the Prince, Captain Smith publifhed 
to the v.'orld, under the title of “ A Defeription of New England,” in which he gave 
a very fair and true account of it, as well as of the advantages that might be hoped 
from a fettlcment there ; in attempting of which, however, he had the misfortune to 
be taken prifoner. by the French ; but notwithftanding this, his treatife produced the 
Intended efl'cft, and aftually brought about that eftabliflimcnt, of w hich we have already 
given the hiftory. He likeWfe wrote and publilhed another book, which he called 
“ New England’s Trials,” which was very well received, infomuch that we may fafely 
aver, that all the advantages derived fince to Great Britain, from tlie fevcral fettlements 
made in this large and fruitful country, are originally due to the virtue and induftry 
of this indefatigable man. 

The name and bounds of this country being thus fettled, it is ncceflTary next to 
take notice of the fevcral plantations made in New England in the proper order of time, 
and then w'c fliall Ihew in what fituation they now Hand, We have already given an 
account of New Plymouth, which w'as the firll of them j and w'c are next to fpeak of 
that which, though later in point of time, is now become the moft confidcrable in 
every refpeft, and .which had its beginning and progrefs much in the fame manner 
with it. For in the year 1625 (as the New England hiAorian relates) Mr. White, 
jninifter of DorchcAer, obferving the fuccefs of the Plymouth colony, projeftod a 
new fctilemenf. in the Maflachufets Bay in New England, and prevailing with 
Mr. Conant, and fome others, to go over, and make choice of a proper I'etthnncnt, he 
and his friends purchafed or procured a grant from the North Virginia, or New Eng- 
land Company, in the year 1622, to Sir Henry Rofwell, Sir John Young, knights.; 
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Thomas Southcot, John Humphreys, and Simon Newcomb, efquires, their heirs, 
afligns, and aiTociates, of all that part of New England which lies between the great 
river Merimack and Charles River, <xt the bottom of tHe Maffachufet’s Bay, and all 
lands, &c. three miles north of Merimack River, and three miles fouth of Charles 
River, and in length, or in longitude, between thofe rivers, from the Atlantic to the 
South Sea ; and obtained a patent from King Charles I. to hold the fame as of his 
manor of Eaft Greenwich in common foccage, yielding and paying to His Majefty a 
fifth part of fuch gold and filver ore as fhould be from time to time found within thefe 
hinits. Thefe gentlemen having taken in Sir Richard Saltonftal, Mr. Ifaac Johnfton, 
Samuel Addefly, John Van, Matthew Cradock, Thomas Goff, George Harwood, 
Samuel Moor, and feveral more, the following year 1628, procured a new patent with 
the names of the laft-mentioned gentlemen inferted, as the proprietors; by w’hich 
patent they and all others who fhould join with them, were incorporated by the name 
of “ The Governor and Company of the Maffachufets Bay in New England and 
were empowered to eleft a governor, deputy-governor, and magillrates, and make 
laws for the good of the plantation, not repugnant to the laws of England ; and liberty 
of confcience was granted to all that fhould fettle there. The adventurers, by virtue 
of this patent, elected Mr. Cradock their governor, and Mr. Endicot their deputy- 
governor, and fgnt over the latter immediately to reinforce Mr. Conant, who was 
fettled at Neumkeak (now Salem), fituated on the coaft of New England, between the 
promontories of Marblehead and Cape Anne. 

This new colony v'as fupported with the fame fpirit and vigour as the former, and 
fuch mighty embarkations made for its fervice, as fhewed plainly enough of how great 
confequence it appeared to thofe who were its proteCtors in England ; and fo much 
they were fet upon having fome man of diftinCfion on the fpot, that in the year 1630 
they chofe John Winthorp, efquire, governor, in the room of Mr. Cradock, who 
declined going over ; and he appointed Mr. Thomas Dudley his deputy-governor ; 
both of them embarked the fame year, with Sir Richard Saltonflal, Ifaac Johnfon, 
efquire, and the Lady Arabella his wife, Mr. Eaton, and feveral other patentees, on 
board a fleet of ten fail of large fhips, with about two hundred planters every w'ay com- 
pletely funiilhcd ; fo that foon after their arrival they ereded two nCw fettlements, the 
one filled Charles Town, on the north-fide of Charles River, and the other Dorchefter, 
at the bottom of Mafl'achufet’s Bay ; and in a fhort time part of the inhabitants of 
Charles Town palling over to th ' oppoiitc fliorc, crcClcd Boflon, which is now the 
capital of New England. As new planters arrived every year, the colony quickly be- 
came over-ftocked ; and divifiorts breaking out amongft them, one Mr. Roger Wil- 
liams, who was pallor of a church of Brownifts, went and fettled without this govern- 
ment, and called his new plantation Providence, which afterwards was united to the 
government of Rhode Illand ; of which we fhall fpeak in its proper place. 

In 1635, arrived a larger fleet from England than at any time before, and amongfl 
other perfons of diftindion, who came over in it, was Henry Vane, efquire, fon to Sir 
Henry Vane, fecretary of flate to King Charles I. with whom the people were fo taken 
that they eleded him governor, in the room of Mr. Winthorp^ but as he had the 
misfortune to have a very roving and extravagant genius, he quickly loft his credit with 
them, and faw his predecelTor reflored : upon which he formed a projed of ereding 
a new plantation to the north-weft of the MalTachufet’s, which, however, he did not 
carry into execution ; but returning into England, was knighted, and made an extra- 
ordinary figure untjer the name of Sir Henry Vane the younger, as every body knows 
that is acquainted at all with our hiftory. But the projed for a plantation on Connec- 
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ticut River was not dropped, though Sir Henry Vane did not proceed in it. This fet- 
tlement was become the more neccflary, becaufe the Pequet Indians began to grow 
very troublefome ; and as the building a town and fort on that river would make a 
good frontier on that fide, agents were fent to view the country, who made fuch an 
advantageous report of the fruitfulnefs of the Ibil, and largenefs of the river, as made 
many of the planters of Newton, Dorchelter, Weatherton, and Roxbury entertain 
thoughts of tranlplauting themfelves thither, being already ftraightened for room 
where they were. * 

Mr. Hooker, minifter of Newton, put himfelf at the head of thefe new adventurers, 
about a hundred in number, who fet out in the month of July, and travelling on foot 
W’ith their children and baggage, about nine or ten miles a day, came in tgn or eleven 
days to the banks of the river, where they began a town, which they called Hartford ; 
after thefe came another draught from Dorcheller, who built a little town, which they 
called Windfor ; a third 'detachment, from Waterton, built Wealhersfield ; and a 
fourth from Roxbury, built Springfield. The towiia the planters built on this river 
were fifty and fixty miles from its mouth, fo that the Ihip freighted with provifions for 
thefe planters at the Maffachufets, came fo late in the year that it was frozen up at the 
mouth of it, fixty miles from the plantation ; upon which many of the new adventurers 
travelled back in the depth of winter, and others who attempted it were frozen to death. 
The calamities which attended them are fuch as all new fetilements are liable to ; but, 
however, thofethat had courage to flay till the fpring, carried on their fettleinents with 
fuch fuccefs, that they were not only in a capacity of fubfifting, but making head 
againft their enemies. They had a fort of commillion from the government of the 
Mafl'achufets Bay ; but finding they had extended their plantations beyond the limits 
of that colony they entered into a voluntary alfociation to obey the laws that Ihould 
be tnade by proper perfons for the common good, and chofe Edward Hopkins, efq. 
their governor ; and in this fituation they remained as to conllitution, till John Win- 
thorp, junior, el'quire, obtained an ample charter for them from King Charles II, 
authorizing them to eleiSl their own governor, council, and magiftrates ; and enaft 
fuch laws as they thought mofb advantageous 10 the colony, not oppoliic to the laws of 
England ; the bt’nefit whereof they enjoy to tliis day. 

8. By that time this fetllcment was brought into tolerable order, George Fenwick, 
efq. was fent to New England, in order to make choice of the moil commodious fpot 
he could find, for the heads of that party which had hitherto fupported all thefe 
colonies ; and it was conceived he would execute his commillion the more readily, 
fince the Lord Vil'cc'uut Say and Seal, and the Lord Brook, two heads of the party, 
held lands on Conncfticut, by virtue of a grant from the Earl of W arwick, another 
Puritan, who held a patent for all that part of the country, extending from the river 
Naraganfet forty leagues, in a ftrait line near the fca-lhore towards Virginia, as all the 
continent fouth of New England was then called, as far as Florida. The Earl of 
Warwick affigned his grant to thefe two lords. Brook and Say, Charles Fiennes, efq. 
brother to the Lord Say, Sir Nathaniel Rich of the Warwick family. Sir Richard 
Saltonfiall, Richafrd Knightly, efq. John Pym, ciq. John Hampden, efq. and Herbet 
Pelham, efq. Mr. Fenwick feated himfelf at the mouth of the river, and built a town 
which he calkd Saybrook, in which he was aflifted by Mr. Witithorp, junior, fon of the 
governor of ihc Mafl'achufets *, but the gentlemen for whom Mr. Fenwick atted, finding 
matters grew more to a head at home, and forfeeing they (hould be more ufoful there 
for their country and their caufe, gave over the thoughts of 1 *einoving to New England, 
and authorized Mr. Fenwick to difpofe of their lands to the colony of Coimcdicut, 

•4 who 



DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 


254 

who were the more willing to buy them bccaufe they had no title to their plantation 
without the limits of the Maffachufets patent than what poffeflion gave them. The 
very next year there came over fuch«nuinbers of people’to fettle in New England, that 
the old colonies were over-flocked, and there was an abfolute ncceffity of looking out 
for new plantations. 

Ainongft thofe who put themfelves at the head of fuch as were inclined to 'remove 
in the fummer of the year 1637, were Theophilus Eaton, cfquire, a noted merchant of 
London, artd the Reverend Mr. Davenport. Thefe gentlemen finding there was not 
room at the Maffachufets, and being informed of a large bay to the fouth-wefl of Con- 
nedicut River commodious for trade, purchafed of the natives all the land that lies 
between that river and New York or Hudfon’s River ; thither they removed, feated 
themfelves in the bay over againfl I.ong llland, and built New Haven ; from whence 
that colony, province, and government were fo denominated, as alfo Guilford, Milford, 
Stamford, and Brainford ; they alfo went over to Long llland, and made there feveral 
fettlements, eredling churches in all places where they fettled ; but being without the 
limits of the Maffachufets jurifdi£lion, they had no charter, and no other title to the 
lands than what they had from the natives ; the men who fettled in this colony were 
generally Londoners and merchants, who applied themfelves firfl to trade, after the 
example of Govepnor Eaton, who had been an caff-country merchant, and travelling 
into Denmark, was employed by the King as his agent at that court. But the new 
comers met with fo many Ioffes, either as novices in the American trade, or fome 
unfortunate accidents, that they were difeouraged in their trade, and were going to 
tranfport themfelves to Maryland or Ireland, until at laff turning to hulbandry, they 
thrived wonderfully, and thought no more of removing. 

While the fouth-weft parts of New England were thus filling with inhabitants, the 
north-eaft: were not neglected : the Englifh very much frequented the coaff for the 
benefit of fifhing and the fur trade, for which that part of the country lay convenient. 
This put fomc of them on attempting a fettlemcnt between the rivers Merimack and 
Sagadahock, and it fucceeded fo well in a few years that there were two counties laid 
out. New Hampfhire and Main, and feveral towns built, as Dover, Hampton, Wells, 
Kittery, &c. Thefe planters and traders being fettled without the limits of the Maf- 
fachulets colony, entered into a voluntary combination, and formed themfelves into a 
body politic, after the example of Connecticut colony ; thus they continued, till being 
wearied out with feuds and divif ons, tuey petitioned the general court of the Maffa- 
chufets to be brought within their jurifdiction, which was done ; yet, in 1684, they 
made an abfolute refignation of their charter, and the government has remained in the 
hands of the crown ever fince. Thus the reader has feen, in few w'ords, the rife and 
progrefsof the feveral plantations railed in New England, which had a quicker growth 
than any that were ever attempted from hence, or perhaps from any other country ; for 
in the fpacc of about twenty years, they had above twice as many good towns, well fettled, 
and the people in a very happy and thriving condition ; and indeed it muff be allowed, the 
inhabitants were the moff laborious and induffrious that were any where fettled in 
America ; for though they had fcarce any ftaple commodity, yet they made every thing 
turn to account, and that chiefly, as I have been informed, by purfuing ffeadily thefe two 
maxims : lirff, to fix themfelves well, and to raife one or more good towns in conve- 
nient places, and next to build and freight fhips with fuch commodities as they had, 
and to fend them any where to find a proper market. 

9. The country of New iffigland comprehends, at prefent, four confiderablc colonies, 
or governments, viz^ the Maffachufets, which with New Plymouth and the Main are 
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now included in one charter ; New Ilampfliire, which remains a feparate government ; 
Connefticut, which likewife comprehends New Haven ; and Rhode Ifland, with Pro- 
vidence Plantation. The whole country extends from 41 to 45 degrees north latitude, 
and lies betwixt 67 and 73 degrees of weftern longitude ; bounded on the north-welt 
by Canada ; on the north-eaft by Nova Scotia ; on the call and fouth by the Atlantic 
Ocean, ’and on the weft by New York ; ftrcfching in length fomewhat more than three 
hundred miles, and in fome places it is near two hundred in breadth. The air of this 
country is fliarpcr than ouns, though it lies fo much farther to the fouth, and the winters 
are longer and feverer than they are here ; but then their futnmers arc warjner, though* 
fljorter than ours ; and, at the lame time, the inhabitants have the advantage of a clear 
Iky, which I'cnders the country very wholcfome ; fo that none of our plantations agree 
belter with an I'.nglilh conftitution. 'I'heir longeft day at Bolton is about fifteen hours, 
and their Ihorlcll about nine ; the land, next the lea, is generally low, and in foine 
places niarlhy ; but farther tip, the land rifes into hills ; along the north-eaft the country 
is rocky and mountainous. 

yVs it is wallied by the ocean on the call and fouth, it has many good harbours, fome 
of them fo capacious as to be able to receive large lleets. There are few countries 
better watered ; for, befides feveral fmall lakes and rivulets, there are no lefs than feven 
navigable rivers. 'I’he moll weftern of thefc is Connecticut ; which, rifing in the north 
of New England, runs almoll directly fouth, till it falls into the fea, 3 nd runs, at leaft, 
two hundred miles, and navigable to a great height, having at its mouth two large 
towns, called Saybrook and Lime ; to the call of this lies the River of Thames, though 
lefs conliderable than the former ; it likewife runs fouth, and falls into the fea a little 
below New London. The river Patuxet rifes in the north-weft of the country of 
Malfachufets, and running foulh-caft, lulls into a noble bay near Swanfey : the river 
Meriniack rifes in the north of New England, and runs diredly fouth for near one 
hundred miles, and then turning call, falls into the fea between Salilbury and Newbury, 
'fhe river Pifeataway runs from welt to caft, and falls into the fea at Portfniouth, where 
the opening is fo large that it alforils a port capable of receiving the largeft Ihips : the 
river Saco rifes in the north of New Englanc', and running fouth, falls into the fea 
between the capes. Porptis and Elizabeth ; the river Cafeo runs parallel thereto, till it 
falls into a bay of its own name. 

It is owing to the conveniepey of fo many fine rivers that this country is fo full of 
large and populous towns; and in the country between the rivers there is fuch plenty 
of fmall brooks and fprings, that there is fcaixc any place where water may not be had, 
by finking a well to the depth of ten foot ; and, which is another fingular advantage, 
the water is almoft every where good and fit for all kinds of ufes. 

As to quadrupeds or four-footed animals, they are here in great plenty, both tame 
and wild ; among the former are cows, Ihcep, goats, hogs, and horfes, all originally 
brought from England, but now very numerous here ; the latter are, generally fpeak- 
ing, of a much fmaller breed than ours, but they arc fomewhat larger than the Welfh : 
they are, notwithftanding the inferiority of their fizc, extremely fervicoable; and, 
though they hav* bpt one pace, and that too not very agreeable, being a kind of a 
fhuffle, yet they go at a very great rate ; fome fay, not lefs than twenty miles an hour, 
which would be a little incredible, if fome New England horfes had not been brought 
over to Britain, Vhich arc faid to have put the matter beyond difpute ; but tliough 
there are plenty of thefc horfes, yet they fell at a good rate, twenty pounds being looked 
upon to be a very low price for a found horfc at the prime o£ his age. As for btafts 
of the forefts they have almoft all forts, fuch as deer, elks, rackoons, bears, wolves, 
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which feem to be only a kind of wild do"s ; which, when they arc taken very young, 
may be made tame ; foxes, hares, rabbets, Iquirrels, beavers, martins, opoffums, which 
are fmall beafts about the fize of a,fox, and grey as a badger ; remarkable for having 
a falfe belly, in which they hide their young, and from whence they may be taken 
without any prejudice either to them or to the beafl; itfelf. They have aUo a great 
many cur-dogs, but thefe 1 fuppofe were originally from Europe. When the' Englifli 
firfl fettled here, they made a great profit of furs, but they are fince much fallen in 
.their valu6. 1 have been thefhorter in the accounts of thefe creatures, which arc com- 
mon enough in other countries of America, that I might have the more leifure to 
deferibe a creature which is peculiar almoft to New England ; and which feems there- 
fore to deferve a more particular defeription. 

The moofe is found no where but in North America, and is one of the nobleft 
creatures in the foreft : there arc two forts, the common grey moofe, by the Indians 
called wampoofc, (thefe are more like the ordinary deer, ahd like them herd fometimes 
thirty in a company) and the large and black moofe, of winch we have the following 
account : He is the head of the deer kind, has many things in common with other deer, 
in many differs, but in all very I'uperior. 1 he moofe is made much like a deer, parts 
the hoof, chews the cud, has no gall, and his cars large and ered; the hair of the 
black moofe is a .dark grey, upon the ridge of his back ten or twelve inches long, of 
which the Indians make belts ; he has a very fliort tail. The New England hunters 
have found a ftag moofe of fourteen fpans in height from the withers, reckoning nine 
inches to the fpan, that is ten feet and an half; a quarter of this venifon weighed more 
than two hundred pounds. A few years ago a gentleman furprifed one of the black 
moofe in his grounds, within two miles of Bbflon. It proved a doe or hind of the 
fourth year ; after Ihe was dead they mcafured her upon the ground from the nofe to 
the tail between ten and eleven feet ; flic wanted an inch of Icvcn feet in height. The 
horns of the moofe, when full grown, are about four or five feet from the head to the 
tip, and have flioots and branches to each horn, and generally fpread about fix feet ; 
when the horns come out of the head they are round, like the horns of an ox, about a 
foot from the head they begin to grow a palm broad, and further up (till wider, of 
which the Indians make good ladles, that will hold a pint. When a moofe goes through 
a thicket, or under the boughs of trees, he lays his horns back on his neck, not only 
that he may make his way the caficr, but to cover the body from the browfe or fcratch 
of the woods. Thefe prodigiou^^ homt are Ihed every year. 

A moofe docs not fpring or rife in going as deer, but moves along fideways, throwing 
out the feet like a horfe, in a raking pace. One of thefe large black moofe, in his 
common walk, has been feen to ftep over a large gate, five feet high : after you 
unharbour a moofe, he will run a courfe of twenty or thirty miles before he turns 
about, or comes to a bay ; when they are chafed they generally take to the water. 
The common deer, for a Ihort fpace, are fwifter than a moofe ; but then a moofe foon 
out-winds a deer, and runs much farther. I'he meat of a moofe is excellent food ; 
and though it is not fo delicate as the common venifon, yet it is more fubflantial, and 
will bear faking ; the moofe is looked upon as a great dainty. The* black moofe are 
rarely found above four or five together ; the young ones keep with the dam a full 
year. A moofe calves every year, and generally brings two ; they bring forth their 
young ones llanaing, and the young fall from their dam upon their feet. The time of 
their bringing forth is generally in the month of April. 

The moofe being very'tall, and having very Ihort necks, do not graze as the common 
deer, other cattle, &c. do, and if at any time they eat grafs, it is the top of that which 
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(grows very high, or "on ftecp rifing ground ; in the fuinmer they feed upon plants, 
•herbs, and young flirubs, thjt grow upon the land, but moftly, and with the greateft 
delight, on water plants, efpecially a fort of \\ 51 d colt’s-foot and lilly that abound in 
their ponds and near the banks of rivers, and for which the moofc will wade far and 
deep ; and by the noife they make in the w'ater, the hunters often difeover them. In 
the winter they live upon browfe, or the tops of bullies and young trees, and being 
very tall and ftrong, they will bend down a tree as big as a man’s leg ; and whore the 
browfe fail them they will eat oil the bark of ibme I'ort of ircers as ki^h as they e*an 
reach ; they generally feed in the night, and lie ftill in the day. The Ikinof the inoofe, 
when well drelfed, makes excellent buff ; the Indians make their liio\v-lhoes of them. 
I’hcir way of drolling it, which is very good, is thus ; After they have haired and 
grained the hide, they make a lather of the moofe’s brains in warm water, and after 
tlicy have foaked the hide/or fome time, tin y ftrcich and luppic it. 

I'hereis hardly greater variety and plenty of fowl any where. Inch as turkies, geefe, 
partridges, ducks, herons, llorks, heath-cocks, fwans, wigeons, dapers, black-birds ; all 
i'orts of barn-door fowl, crows, ravens, cormorants, &c. Vail flights of pigeons come 
and go at certain feafons of the year. 

'I'he filh in the fca and rivers here arc excellent, and in vail abundance, as cod, thorn- 
back, llurgeon, falmon, haddocks, herrings, mackrel, fmelts, eels* lampreys, lliarks, 
feals, porpull'es, grampufl'es, whales, and other lifli, great and fraall. The bell months 
for fifliing are March, April, May, and .Tune. Six or feven Har-filh were formerly 
taken oil’ the Ihore near Nantucket, of which Governor Winthorp gave the Royal 
Society an account, having obferved that this filh divides itfclf into no Icfs than 81,920 
fmall jtans by branchings, and is one of the moH wonderful works of the creation. 
Some years fince there llranded on the coall of New England a dead whale, of the fort 
which in fillier’s language is called trumpo, having teeth like thofe of a mill, its mouth 
at a good dillancc from and under the nofe, and feveral partitions in the nofe, out of 
which run a thin oily fubllance they candied ; the remainder, which proved a thick fat 
fiibllance, being feraped out, was faid to be the fpermaccti. We have fome very 
curious accounts., not only of this, but of other kinds of whales, by the ingenious Mr. 
Dudley, which for want of room I omit ; and alfo, bccaufe, 1 lhall be obliged to men- 
tion this fubjebl again more Jargely in another place. 

We will now proceed from the animal to the vegetable kingdom, which is in full as 
flourilhing a condition, and yields very little to any country in America. There is 
plenty of good timber in the woods and fwamps of New England ; but that plenty is 
fo much lelTcncd w'ilhin ten or twelve miles from the fea,_lhat, w'e are told, there is a 
neceflity of a law to prevent the wafte of woods, which three or fourfeore years ago 
the planters w’ould have been glad to have feen walled. Oak, elm, fir, alh, cyprefs, 
fine chefnut, walnut cedar, beech, afpin, fafl'afras, and fliumack, are common here; 
their fir is of an extraordinary growth for malls, yards, and planks. The fliumack is 
of ufe for dyers and tanners ; and as there is no want of hides or Ikins, nor bark, 
there mull be much leather in New England, if thofe advantages are improved ; the 
oak has fupplied the Shipwrights for building; the fir produces pitch, tar, rofin, and 
turpentine. All forts of garden and orchard trees grow in perfeflion, fo that it is no 
hard thing forgone planter to make a hundred hogflieadsof cyder in a feafon, and the 
export of apples to the fugar illands is one of the conflant articles in the trade of the 
province. • 

It is alErnied, their apples are larger and fweeter than ours iA England ; and the 
fame obfervation extend -to ‘their plums, cherries, peaches, pears, &c. All forts of 
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.roofs for the table are in great plenty here, as turnips, parfnips, carrots, radlflies, much 
larger and richer than in England, though originally their feeds came from hence. 
There arc alfo pompions and onions, "good ftore of water-melons } and fqualhes grow 
here, perhaps from feeds that were firil brought from Portugal ; whither the traders 
here haVe long font, and Hill fend, their fifh in great quantities. Flax and hemp grovi^ 
as naturally here as in any country on the Baltic, and in as great perfection '} oats, 
barley, peas, beans, and indeed every thing of this kind, fuccced as well as can be 
• wkhed ; but amongft them all, there is nothing fo much planted as Indian corn, of 
which Mr. Wlnthorp having given a large account to the Royal Society, we fhall take 
as much as is neceffary for ours, or the reader’s purpofe, from thence, and infert it here. 

The natives called it Weachin, and in feme fouthern parts of America it is known by 
the name of maiis or maize ; the car is a fpan long, compofed of eight rows of grain, 
or more, according to the goodnefs of the ground, about thij-ty grains in a row j it is of 
various colours, as red, white, yellow, blue, olive, greenilh, black, fpeckled, ftripod, and 
fometimes in the fame field, and in the fame year ; but the white and yellow is the mod 
common ; the ear is defended from the cold ami ftorms by ftrong thick hulks, the 
ftalks grow fix or eight feet high ; that of New England is not quite fo tall as that of 
Virginia, and at Canada it is Ihorter than at New England ; ’tis jointed like a cane, and 
full of fweet juice,dike the fugar cane, and a fyrup as fweet as fugar may be made of 
it, as has been often tried ; at every joint there arc long flags, and at the top a branch 
of flowers like rye bloffoms. 

It is generally planted from the middle of April to the middle of May. In the 
northern parts the Mohawk corn is not planted till the middle of June, and yet is ripe 
in feafon. The flalks of this fort are fhort, and the ears near the bottom, and are of 
feveral colours. The manner of planting maize is in rows, at equal diftance every way, 
about five or fix feet; the earth is opened with a hoc four inches deep, and four or five 
grains are thrown into it, at a little diftance from one another in the breadth of a hoe, 
then they are covered with earth ; if they grow the crop will anfwcr. The corn is 
weeded at a hand’s length, and the earth is loofened about it with a hoe. This labour 
mull be repeated as the weeds come up ; when the ftalk begins to grow high, a little 
earth fhouldbe drawn about it, and on putting forth the ear fo much as to make a little 
hill, like a hop-hill. It is ripe about the middle of September ; it muft be ftripped as 
foon as gathered, unlefs it is laid thin, to prevent its growing mouldy or fprouting. The 
common way is to move the ear together, in long traces, by fome part of the hulks left 
thereon, which is called tracing. JEhefe traces they hang upon bearers, without doors, 
and will keep fo all winter good and fweet. The Indians thralh it as they gather it. 
They dry it well on matts in the fun, and bury it in holes in the ground, lined with 
mofs or matts, which are their bams. The Englilh of late plant it with the help of the 
plough ; they turn up fingle furrows, fix feet diftance; then plough acrofs, at the 
fiime diftance, throw in the com where thefe meet, and cover it with a hoe, or run 
another furrow over it with the plough. 

The Indians boil it till it becomes tender, and eat it with fifh or vepifon inftead of 
bread ; fometimes they bruife it in mortars, and fo boil it. The jmoft ufual way is to 
parch it in afhes, ftirring it fo artificially as to be very tender, without burning ; this 
they fift and beat in mortars into fine meal, which they eat dry, or mixed with water. 
The Englilh mix it into a ftiff pafte, make bread of it, which they bake all day or all 
night. The befl fort of food which is made of it is called famp : to make it, the corn 
is.Vratered half an hbur, beaten in a mortar to the bignefs of rice, fifted, boiled, and 
eaten with milk, or butter and fugar, like rice ; and this feems to be fo good and whole* 
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fome a diet, that ’tis a ftrange fort of folly in feme that defpife it bocaufe it is Indian 
com ; and the Indians have no other corn to cat. The EnglUh have alfo made good 
beer of it by malting it, or niaking it of bread > when they malt it, it mud chit both 
ways, root and blade ; to do which they heap it up at a convenient lime, then take 
away the top of the earth of a garden-field, two or three inches deep ; after which 
they c6ver the ground with the corn and the corn with the earth ; when the phu i;, 
green all over with the corn-fprouls, which it will be in about ten days, it mud be 
taken up, the earth lliakcn from it and dried, and then wafhed and dried again on^ a 
kiln ; this makes the malt and that the beer, which will be pleafant, whcflefome, and of 
a brown colour. The beer made of bread is more durable, and altogether as pleafant ; 
to make this they cut the bread into great lumps as big as a man’s fid:, mafli and 
manage it as they do malt ; adding or omitting hops, of which they have enough, and 
as good a fort of their owm as is defired. No Indian corn grows wild now ; but both 
that and kidney-beans were found among the natives. I'he Indians have a tradition 
that the firfl grain of corn was brought thither by a black-bird, and the firll bean by a 
crow. 

We arc now to proceed from the defeription of the country, and an account of its 
produce, in which w'c ought by all means to include iron ore, of wliich there is in this' 
country great plenty ; 1 lay our method leads us to go on to the political ftate and con- 
dition of this colony, that the fituatioa of the Englifli therein may be rendered more 
obvious, and be the I^ettcr appreheruleil. In order to do this as fuccinftly as poffible, 
we lhall obferve there arc very few countries in which lb many tlifferent forms of 
government have prevailed within fo narrow a Ipace of time as in New England. At 
the firft going over of the people thither they framed a government of their own, and 
afterwards procured, as themfel\es boafl;, or fome of their writers have boafted for 
them, the clhiblifliment of a republic, l)y virtue of a patent from King James I. which, 
however, they managed fo indifl'erently, and were guilty of fuch flagrant oppreffions, 
on account of difl'crences in religion, that their charter was in the reign of King 
Charles II. declared forfeited ; and though it was I'cnewed under the reign of King 
William, yet it was under various rellrictions, and with fevcral material alterations ; fo 
that we may fafely affirm that there are at prefent three kinds of governments eftabliihed 
by law in thofe four colonics; which, as wc before obferved, are cftablilhed within the limits 
of New England. 'The firfl kind of goveimmcnt I fhall mention is that old form of charter 
government which allows the people to chufc annually their own governors, deputy- 
governors, council, and alfembly, with all their officers, civil and military, and to make 
fuch laws as to them fliall feem expedient, provided they are not repugnant to the laws 
of Great Britain. I’his kind of government, which, I believe, is more independent 
than that of any colony belonging to any other nation in the w'orld, is enjoyed in its full 
extent by the people who inhabit the plantations of Conneclicut and Rhode Ifland ; but 
they make a very diflerent ufe of it ; for thofe of the firll-mcntioned colony are very 
ftricl in point of religion, whereas tliofe in Rhode Illand arc the freeft in that refpeft 
of any in the \jorld ; for there are among them people of all religions, or rather of 
all thofe fefts into’which Proteflants are divided, but without the lead prejudice to their 
temporal concerns, every man being alike capable of magiftracy ; and with refped to 
an eflabliilred «hurch there is none, but each body of Chridians live according to their 
own fydem, and chufe and pay their miniders as they think fit. The great colony of 
MaflTachufets is likewife a charter-government, but the apppintment of the gf)vernor, 
lieutenant-governor, fecretary, and all the officers of the admiralty, is veded in the 
crown. The people have not only the choice of the aflerably but of the council ; 
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upon which, however, the governor in his turn has a negative ; and, by virtue of his 
Commilfion as captain-general, has the power of the militia j fo that here the fupremc 
authcM'ity refts neither in the governor nor the people, But in them both, whenever 
they can agree to exert it.' The government of New Hamplhire is entirely in the 
hands of the crown, in the fame manner as that of Virginia and other colonies. 

The capital of this country is Bollon, in the county of Suffolk, and within the pro-^ 
vince of Maffachufet Proper : it is fituated in the latitude of 42 degrees 20 minutes 
.north, and ih 71 degrees of longitude well from London; it Hands on a peninfula 
about four miles in circumference, at the bottom of a fine bay of the fea, at the 
entrance whereof are feveral rocks which appear above water, and above a dozen fmall 
illan^s, fome of which arc inhabited. There Is but one fafe channel to approach the 
harbour, and that fo narrow' that tw'o fltips can fcarcc lail through abreafl ; but within 
the harbour there is room enough for five hundred fail to lie at anchor. I’he entrance 
is defended by the caftle of Fort William, on which are one hundred guns mounted, 
twenty of w'hich lie in a platform, level with the water, fo that it is fcarce poffible for 
an enemy to pafs the caftle ; and, to prevent furprizc, they have a guard placed on one 
of the rocks about two leagues dillant, on w'hich alfo there Hands a little houfe, from 
whence they make lignals to the caftle when any Hiips come near it : there is alfo a 
battery of great guns at each end of the town, which commands the harbour, to the 
fire whereof any enemy would be expofed if he Hiould be fo fortunate as to pafs the 
caftle. 

At the bottom of the bay there is a pier near tw'o thoufand feet in length, w'ith ware- 
houfes for the merchants on the north fide of it; and Ihips of the greateft burden may 
come up clofe to the pier and unload, without the help of boats. The greateft part of 
the town of Bofton lies in the form of a crefeent about the harbour, the country beyond 
rifing gradually, and affording a moft delightful profpedl from the fea. There are in 
it feveral ftreets, not much inferior to the belt in London, the chid of which runs- 
from the pier up to their town-houfe or guild-hall, a handfijine building, where are 
walks for the merchants, as on the exchange ; and there all'o are the council-chauiber, 
the houfe of reprefentatives, and their courts of jufticc, the exchange being furrounded 
with bookfellers-lhops, who have trade enough to employ five printing-prefles. There 
are ten churches of all denominations, of which fix are Independents, the moft pre- 
vailing party in New I'.ngland ; and the number of fouls ii 5 the tow'n of that perfuafion 
may be about fourteen or fifteen thoufand. The epifcopal church is liandfomcly built 
and adorned, and the congregation laid to be about a thoufand in number. Their 
church furniture and fome pieces of plate were given them by King William and 
Queen Mary, and their organ by Thomas Brattlcy, efquirc. There is alfo in this 
church a magnificent feat for the governor, who comes thither when he happens to be 
of the church of England. Bofton is the moft flourifhing town for trade iti Englifii 
America, and there are feveral hundred fail of ftiips, brigantines, and other veffels, 
annually loaded here with timber, beef, pork, fifli, and other commodities, for Europe 
or the American iftands : thc'ir merchants and tradefrnen arc a polite J'ort of people, 
in:my of them having travelled into Europe, or converfed w’ith fofeigners of feveral 
nations at home ; their houfes arc elegantly furniflied, and their tables as well ferved as 
thofe of the nuTchants and tradefmen of London ; all manner of provifions being as 
plentiful as in any town in (fid England. 

A late writer tells us in reflation to the fortrefs before-mentioned, that it is a beautiful 
caft|,e, by far the fineft piece of military architecture in Britifli America ; being a quarry 
furrounded by a covered way, and joined with two lines of communication to the main 
. battery. 
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battery, as alfo a line of communication from the main gate to a redoubt, to prevent 
any enemies landing ; and the battery is fituated fo near to the channel, as to hinder * 
Ihips coming up to the town, which muft all come within piftol-ihot of it. In time of 
peace there is but one company on duty in the caftle; but in time of war, there are 
clive hijndred able bodied men, exempted from all other military duty, to attend the 
fervice of the caftle at an hour's warning, when the fignal is given from the night- 
houfe of the approach of an enemy. The caftle thereupon makes a fignal to the 
town ; and if five ftiips or more appear in time of war, the neighbouring country 1 :; 
alarmed, by firing a beacon. In this city commonly the governor refides ; here the 
general court and aflombly meet, and almoft all the public bufinefs of the province is 
here tranfadted. I'hc number of houfes is computed at four thoufand four hundred ; 
the number of people at about twenty-four thoufand ; and the fliipping of this port is 
computed at between fix and feven hundred. There are, befides this, feveral great 
towns and good ports and a multitude of fmall ones, in New England j but I have not 
room to enter into more particular accounts. 

As to the number of pc'ople, writers difter extrentely, and it is not eafy to know 
which is in the right ; but the following about twenty years ago was faid to be tho 
beft authority ; viz. that in the Malfachufets colony there were eighty thoufand fouls; 
in tliat of Clonnc6Hcut, thirty thoufand; and in Rhode Hland, tep thoufand; in the 
whole, one hundred and twenty thoufand : but I am perfuaded that, at prefent, they 
amount to one hundred and fixty thoufand at leaft. 

The commerce of thefe colonies is very confiderable, and extends itfelf over all 
America, and into fome parts of Europe ; they furnifh our fugar-colonies with filh, 
cattle, boards, hoojxs, pipc-ftaves, bark, Ikins, butter, cheefe, oil, tallow, corn, apples, 
turpentine, A’c. and this in fuch vaft abundance, that it is computed the ifland of Bar- 
badoes alone lakes oil' to the value of two hundred thoufand pounds every year; they 
deal befides with the other fugar-colonies, fometimes with the French, largely with the 
Spaniards, and they fhip off prodigious quantities of fdh to Italy, Spain, and Portugal. 
They take from us all kinds of mercery goods, linen, ftockings, ftioes, fail-cloth, 
cordage, haberdjdhery ware, and a vail: many other things ; in return they build a 
prodigious number of fliips, and export a vaft quantity of malts, plank, and yards, foi' 
the royal navy ; pitch, tar, turpentine, (kins, furs, oil, whale-fins, logwood, and other 
commodities. 

The obfervations made by the famous Sir Jofiah Child, in reference to this colony, 
arc very well worthy our notice, as they will lead us to form the irueft judgment 
poflible, as to that important point, what the profit* is which refulls to this kingdom, 
from our plantations in New England ; upon which he reafons in the following manner : 

“ lit. All our American plantations, except the New England, produce commodities 
of different natures, as fugar, tobacco, cocoa, wool, ginger, fundry forts of dyeing 
woods, &c. : whereas New England produces generally the fame we have here ; viz. 
corn and cattle ; fome quantity of fifti they do likewife kill, but that is taken and 
cured altogether by their own inhabitants, which prejudices our Newfoundland trade ; 
where, as has been fiiid, very few are, or ought, according to prudence, to be employed 
in thefe fiflicrics but the inhabitants of ()ld J’.ngland. The other commodities we 
have from them arc fome few great mafts, furs, and train oil, of which the yearly 
value amounts to very little ; the much greater value of returns from thence being 
made in fugar, cotton, wool, tobacco, and fuch like coijimodities, w'hich they firft 
receive from fome other of His Majefty’s plantations, in barter* for dry cod-lilli, lalt, 
mackarel, beef, pork, bread, beans, flour, peafe. See. which they fupply Barbadtres, 
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Jamaica, &c. withj to the diminution of the vent of thofe commodities from this king- 
dom ; the great experience of which, in our own Weft India plantations, would foon 
be found in the advantage of the value of our lands in England, were it not for the 
vaft and almoft incredible fupplitss thofe colonics have from New England. 

adly. The people of New England, by virtue of their primitive charters, being 
not fo ftridly tied to the obfervation of the laws of this kingdom, do fomclimcs 'alluine 
the liberty of trading, contrary to the a£t of navigation ; by reafon of which many ol 
our i\mcriean commodities, efpecially tobacco and fugar, are tranfported in New 
Ehglilh Utippirg, diredfly into Spain, and other foreign countries, without being landed 
• in England, or paying any duty to His Majdly ; which is not only a lofs to the King, 
and prejudice to the navigation of Old England, but alfo a total exclufion of the Old 
Englilh merchant from the vent of thofe commodities in thofe ports where the New 
Englifti veflels trade ; becaufe there being no cuftom on thofe commodities in New 
England, and a great cuftom paid on them in Old England; it mull uccedarily folli.nv 
that the New Englilh merchant will be able to alFord his commodity much cheeper 
than the Old Englifti merchant ; and thofe that can fell cheapclt, will infallibly engrofs 
the whole trade Iboner or later. 

“ 3diy- Of all the American plantations. His Majcfty has none fo apt for the build- 
ing ol fliipping as New England, nor none comparably fo qualilied for the breeding of 
feanien, not only by reafon of the natural indullry of that people, but principally by 
reafon of their cod and mackarel fifliei'ics ; and, in my poor opinion, there is nothing 
more prejudicial, and in prolpebi; more dangerous, to any mother-kingdom, than the 
incrcafe of fliipping in her colonics, plantations, and provinces. 

“ 4thly. The people that evacuate I'rorn us to Barbadocs and the other Weft India 
plantations, as was before hinted, do commonly work one Englifti to ten or eight 
blacks ; and if we kept the trade of our faid plantations entirely to England, luigland 
would have no Icfs inhabitants, but rather an incrcafe of people, by fiich evacuation, 
bccaufe that one Eiigliflinian, with ten blacks that work with him, .accounting what 
they eat, ufe, and wear, would make employment for four men in luigland, as was 
faid before; whereas, peradventure, of ten men that iifue from us to New England 
or Ireland, what we fend to or receive from them docs not employ one man in 
England.” 

But with great fubiniftion to fo knowing a man and fo'ablc a jmlge as he w'as in 
theft* matters, what he has delivered upon this fubjeef, though hitherto received with 
general approbation, is liable to ni uiy objections, which, being duly confidered, will 
give th • liate and utility of this colony another afpett. For with refpeft to his firft 
head of objeftions, it is not the fault of New England that they have not a ftaple com- 
modity, as well as the fugar and tobacco plantations, but it is our own; ft nee we 
might be furnifticd from thence wath as great plenty, and in as great perfedtion, as 
from any part of the Baltic, with all the naval ftores, which are fo ncccfl'ary, and for 
which we adually pay yearly a vaft fum of ready money. It is therefore very unjuft 
to call New England a ufclcfs province, becaufe we will not make ufe her commo- 
dities, which we might command for our own manufadurcs, at our ‘own time and on 
our own terms, but rather pay our money for them to foreigners, who, whenever an 
opportunity offers, never fail to force their owm terms upon us. As to the provifions 
furniflied to our fugar colonies by the people of New England, it is fo far from being 
a difadvantage to the nation^ that it is a very great convenience ; for without it they 
could not poflibly fuhfift. This, at firft fight, may feem a very bold affertion, but { 
am ifery confident that it is true ; for in time of peace, if the fugar colonies were to 
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draw all their provifions from hence, it would make their commodity much dearer, 
and confequently enable foreigners to beat us out of that trade entirely, and in time - 
of war the people in thofe colonies would be in danger of ftarving, as the inhabitants 
of the French I'ugar iflands generally are ; to avoid which inconveniency, they are now 
labouring to render Louvifiana as ufcful to their fugar colonies, as New England is to 
4^burs : and after all, what the New England people get by this trade comes hither. To 
this we may add, that if we had not fettled New England the French certainly would ; 
the confequcnces of which may be more eafily conceived than deferibed. • 

The fecond objcdlion admits of the fame anfwer. We have the benefit of all tlie 
trade the people in this colony carry on in Europe, as well as America ; and while 
we have this certain advantage, there feems to be no juft caufe for our difturbing our- 
felves with the thoughts of the advantages that might be gained if this trade ran in 
another channel ; fince thefe arc uncertainties, as to which, however, our government 
has already taken all the precautions that are poffible, or at leaft that are pradlicable, 
without running into greater inconveniences than thofe they are calculated to guard 
againft. The breeding of feamen and the building of fhips are not found by expe- 
rience to be attended with the inconveniences that were feared from them ; but, on the 
contrary, have had many advantageous confequcnces, both in time of war and of peace. 
The fourth objedion, v hich feems to have the greateft weight of any, we know now 
by experience has in reality no weight at all ; for without having colonies compofed en« 
tirely of white people, it would be impoflible for us to defend our other colonies 
againft our enemies in America j and, as we fliall fticw hereafter in fpeaking of 
Georgia, inftead of repining at the want of negroes in New England, we ought rather 
to wiih that there were fewer negroes clfewhere. The reader will cafily perceive that 
I do not affed to contradidf this great author, I only exprefs the reafons why his argu- 
ments do not convince me, and, from the lights of experience fliew that it is not im- 
poffible even for the greateft men to be miftaken. 

Sir Joftah Child faw this himfelf, as appears by the manner in which he finifhes his 
remarks, which I look upon to be one of the fineft paffages in his whole work. To 
conclude,” fays he, “ and to do right to that mod induftrious Englifli colony, I mull 
confefs, that though we lofe by their unlimited trade with our foreign plantations, yet 
we are very great gainers by their dired trade to and from Old England. Our 
yearly exportations, of Engiifh manufadures, malt, and other goods, from hence 
thither, amounting, in my opinion, to ten times the value of what is imported from 
thence j which caleulation I do not make at random, but upon mature confideration, 
and peradventure, upon as much experience of this very trade, as any other perfon 
will prctc'nd to do ; and, therefore, w'henever a reformation of our correfpondency in 
trade with that people fliall be thought on, it will, in my poor judgment, require great 
tendernefs and very ferious circumfpedion.” 

I fliall not dwell much longer upon this fubjed, or pretend to give the reader any cal- 
culation of the value of thole advantages which from this colony are derived to Great 
Britain, becaufe I am fenfible that though the thing may be pradicable in itfelf, yet 
fufficient inform’atiens are not hitherto fallen into my power ; I delire therefore to 
leave only thefe three remarks with the ingenious and impartial reader ; the firft is, that 
we have it in our power to bring from this colony all the naval ftores that we now bring 
from the Baltic ; which, whenever it is thoroughly confidered by our parliament, will 
produce fome law, which cannot fail of rendering this colony twice as beneficial to the 
nation as it has hitherto been, or could be till enabled by luch a^law. In the fecond 
place I muft obferve, that as we derive a great part of our fugars from the aflifti^ce 
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given to the^colonies which produce them by New England, fo this part of their 
produce ought to be placed to the New England account. I am to remark laftly, that 
the complaints which liavc been made of the inhabitants of this colony dealing in goods, 
and employing themfclves in manufa&ures which interfere with thole of Great Britain, 
is a complaint which, though well founded, is ill applied ; for though it be true that 
this may be an injury to us, yet the fault lies in ourfelves, and not in the people of 
New England, who only raife and manufadure for themfelves what they cannot pur- 
chafe from us ; fo that not content with having their all, (for, as we have lliewn, the 
whole balance of their trade comes hither) we feem to be angry that they endeavour 
to fupply themfclves with what w'e could fell, and they want wherewithal to purchafe •, 
which want, however, might be removed by taking their naval ftores. But it is now 
fit that we fhould give a Ihort view of the plantation of our next colony, which though 
we cannot call it one of the moll profitable, yet it muft be allowed one of the mofl 
pleafant of our plantations. 

10. The Iflands of Bermudas were difeovered by one John Bermudas, a Spaniard; 
after which they were frequently touched at by his countrymen in their pafl'age to the 
Weft Indies, but were quite unknown to us till the year 1 593, w'hen one Henry May 
was Ihipwrecked upon them in a French vefTcl, whole report made them very famous ; 
but they became more fo by the like misfortune of Sir George Summers, and Sir 
Thomas Gates, in'their paflage to Virginia in 1609, of which we have before given a 
particular account, as well as of his being fent thither a fccond time to fetch hogs, 
it was with great difficulty he found thefe iflands, and not long after he breathed his 
laft in them, being upwards of thrcefcorc, and much fatigued for many months before. 
It was from him their name w'as changed to Summers’s Iflands, w’hich our mariners 
call the Summer Iflands ; a name they very well deferve for their pleafantnefs and fer- 
tility. Sir George direded his men to return to Virginia with black hogs for the 
relief of that colony, but they refolvcd otherwife after his death ; and lloring their 
cedar fhip with fuch provifions as they had, they fet fail for England, where they 
arrived at Whitchurch in Dorfetfliire, having Sir George Summers's corpfe on board, 
only the heart and bowels they left at Bermudas, where Gaptain Butler, twelve years 
afterwards, built a handfome monument over them. 

Thefe men, at their return, gave fuch an account of the country to the Virginia 
Company, that they thought it worth their while to eftabliffi a correfpondence between 
England and Bermudas ; accordingly they Ibid thefe iflands to one hundred and 
twenty perfons of the fame focicty, who obtained a charter from King James, and 
became the proprietors of them. . When Sir George Summers was firft here, two of 
his men ftaid behind, having committed forae crime for which they would have been 
put to death. They were ftill there when Sir George returned, and had ever fince 
his departure, fupported themfelves on the produdlions of the jtlace, and built them 
a hut, and took pofleffion of St. George’s Ifland. Thefe two men, whofe names 
were Chriftopher Carter and Edward Waters, ftaid alfo behind Sir George’s fecond 
company, of whom they perfuaded one Edward Chard to remain with them : and now 
Carter, Waters, and Chard, were foie lords of the country, but foon'^fell out among 
themfelves ; Chard and Waters were coming to a pitched battle but Carter, though 
he hated them both, yet not liking to be left alone, prevented it, by threatening to 
declare againft the man who ftruck firft. At laft neceffity made them good friends, 
and they joined together in making difeoveries, in one of which expeditions they found 
. the largeft piece of ambergreafe among the rocks that ever was feen, weighing eighty 
pounds, befides other fmaller pieces. This treafure made them almoft mad ; they 
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grew giddy with the thoughts of it ; and, that they might have an opportunity to make 
ufe (if it, refolved on the moft defperate attempt that men could run upon, which v is to 
build a boat after the beft iiianner they could, to fail to Virginia or Newfoundland, 
accoi ding as wind and weather fhould prefent. 

But before they could put their projed in execution, a fliip arrived from England ; 
for Captain Mathew Summers, Sir George^s brother, had promifed to come to theoi, 
or fend a vcffel to their relief. I'he fhip they difcovered Handing in with the ftiore 
was the Plough, which had fixty perfons aboard, fent by the new Bermudas Company 
to make a fettlement, of which Mr. Richard Moor was governor, who Was an honefi; 
induOriuus perfon. He pitched upon a plain in St. George’s Illand to fettle on, and 
there firll built himfelf a houle, or rather a calrin, for the building was only of pal- 
melo leaves ; yet he made it large enough for him, his wife, and family j and the reft 
of the ailveiiiurers followiijg his example, it became a fort of a town, which in time 
grew to a conliderable bignefs, and is now St.Georgc’sTown, one of the ftrongeft and 
beft built in our American colonies ; for all the houfes are of cedar, and all the forts 
of hewn ftone. This man proved an excellent governor in every refpcfl; ; and in the 
year 1614 dilappointed tlie Spaniards in a defign they had formed of landing upon and 
conquering thefe iflands. 

He was fucceeded by Captain Daniel Tucker, who was a perfon »f better education 
and more experience in tlie world who took upon him to eftablifli a regular form of 
government ; to diftinguifh and trace out plantations ; to oblige evory man to build 
uniformly in tlie town, and to plant regularly in the country ; by winch method the 
iflands were very much improved, and the exportations for England increafed ; he 
likewife eftablifhed a tolerable militia, and put the iflands in fuch a pofture of defence 
as, together with their fituation, put it out of the power of any of their enemies to 
difetnbark fuch a force as might hurt them. But the T-verity of his government was 
fo grievous to feme licentious perlons, that five of them executed as defperate a defign 
to efcape him, as Waters and his companions had projeded to get away from the 
illand. They knew the governor would not give them leave to go off. and therefore 
invented this contrivance to effed it : — Hearing Captain Tucker had a great defire to 
go a fifhingout at fea, but w'a.s afraid to do it, becaufe feveral fifher-boats had been 
driven off by the w'eather and the men periflied, they propofed to him to build a boat 
of two or three tons, with a cleck, and fo fitted that file fhould live in all weathers. 
The governor confentijig to it, they fell to building in a private place, pretending it 
was convenient for getting timber and launching the boat. They finifhed it fooner 
than was expeded ; and the governor fent hands to fetch it, intending to go in it aboard 
a fliip which he was then difpatching for England. When his men came to the place, 
neither the boat nor the builders were to be found ; all that they could hear of them 
was that the boat being finifhed the night before, thofe that built it went off to fea in 
it, to try how it would fail. At laft they found, by fome letters (hey left behind them, 
that they were gone for England ; and the ftory of their adventure is told us in this 
manner. , 

They borrowed* a compafs-dial of a neighbour, on fome pretence or other, and went 
on board the Ihip bound for England, where they trucked with the feamen fuch things 
as they had for provifions. One of them, at parting, told the mariners, that though 
they were forbidden to go with them, yet they hoped to be in England before them. 
At which the mafter of the fhip laughed, and away thefe fjearlefs adventurers failed, 
with a fair wind and weather for one and twenty days j they then met with a 
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which reduced them to extremity for eight and forty hours, and obliging them to bear 
up afore it drove them a little out of ther courfe to the weflivvard ; but the wind coming 
fair again, and continuing fo ten days, they went on cheerfully. In that time they met 
with a French privateer, where they went aboard to beg fome relief ; but inllead of 
helping they plundered them of the little they had, took away even their inltrument 
of navigation, and turned them ailrift. In this milbrable condition they failed on, 
grow'ing every day weaker and weaker ; their jirovifions were almoll fpent, their firt;- 
Yfood quite* gone, not a drop of frclh water left, nor food for above a day, when at lall, 
‘in the very hour they expebled to pcrilli, they made land to their unfpeakable joy. 
I’his land was Ireland, where they went alhore in the county of dork, and were 
nobly entertained by the Earl of Thomond, tow'hom they related their voyage, which 
had then lalfed forty-two days. 

There were but five perfons concerned, of whom there was one Mr. James Barker, 
a gentleman, Richard Saunders who contrived the de.hgn, Williatn (foodwin, a fhijw 
carpenter, who built the boat, and Henry Puet, a common lailor, who undertook to 
navigate this vell’el. Both thefe ftories may feem a little hc'fide our prefent purpofe, 
but I have inferted them as belonging more immediately to a dolleclion of Voyages, 
and becaufe 1 look upon both thele incidents to be very w'ell worth prel’erving. Captain 
Tucker refigncd, iu the year 1 6 1 9, to Captain Butler, who arrived at that time with four 
good Ihips, in which he brought five hundred paflengers, and there being as many Englifh 
on the illand, the colony began to make a conliderable ligure. 'i’his governor raifed 
a noble monument over the remains of Sir George Summers that were left in the 
illand, depofiting them in the church in St. George’s Town. He divided the iflands 
into diftridls ; and now the government by governor, council, and allembly, W'as ella- 
blilhed, which before had been only the governor and council. The laws of the 
country were alfo fettled, as near as the circumffances and conveniences of the place 
would admit, to the laws of England ; as is done iii all the colonies in America. After 
bringing down the hillory of thefe iHands to their boci)ming a regular and fettled 
colony, I am next to give an account of the illands themlelves, in order to llicw the 
value of them. 

It. There are fomc w'ho would per fuadc us, that thefe iHaiids h’ave received their 
name from the vail quantity of black hogs found upon them : Bermudas, in the old 
Spanilh tongue, fignifying a black hog ; but though litis* derivation be plaufible, yet 
the faft upon which it is founded i- mod; certainly falfe; lor when the Spaniards firll 
difeovered them there w'as not a lingic hog upon thefe or perhaps upon any otluir 
illand whatever ; neither is it well 'known upon what part the Spaniards landed, d'hefe 
ifl.inds lie very contiguous to each other ; but authors dili'erlo much as to the number 
of them, that it is very difficult to fpeak of them with certainty ; fur fomc fay there 
are but three hundred, others affirm there are more than five hundred. They lie in 
the latitude of 32 degrees 30 minutes north, and in 35 degrees of weltcrn longitude, 
at a vail dillance from the continent, fince the nearelt land, which is Cape Hattcras in 
Carolina, lies at lead two hundred and fifty league's to the weft of thcni, and they arc 
above fixieetv hundred leagues from England. The air here has always been thought 
extremely vvholcfomc, and the country wonderfully pleafant, ihfonuich that people 
were wont to remove hither from the other colonies, in order to rccovgr their broken 
conftitution. fhe heat in fumiuer is very fupportable, and with refpecl to winter, they 
have really none ; nay, fomc go fo far as to affirm, that there is but one feafon in the 
illand of Bermudas,- and tfiis is a perpetual fpring ; which, however, may be in fome 
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iiieafure afcribcd to the foil, which though it be thin is very rich and very fruitful, 
though remarkably ftoiiy. I'he earth is of feveral colours, brown, white, and red ; 
the firft is the belt, and the fall the worft. Two or three feet under the mould they 
find a wdiite hard body, which the inhabitants call the rock, but which feems more 
to refemble chalk, or a pumice-ftone, through which tlie roots of their trees force a 
pafl'age ; and a kind of clay is generally found under it. 

Maize, or Indian corn, which is the main fupport of the people here, is tw’ice reaped ; 
for what they low in March they cut in July, in a fortnight after they fow again, and 
reap in December, d hey have all the plants peculiar to the Weft Indies, and all kinds 
of herbs, roots, flowers, and trees, brought from Europe, thrive to perfedbon. They 
have forae tobacco, but it is of an indifferent fort, and therefore does not yield them 
any great profit ; but certainly, with a little care, they might be able to produce any 
kind ot tobacco, or other vegetables that turns to account almoft in any climate. 
They have palinetos, a kind of wild palm, that is extremely ufeful, the leaves being 
eight or ten feet long, and near as broad, with which they cover or thatch their houfes; 
it produces a very luicious fruit, which in lhape, fize, and colour refembles a damfon. 
Laurel, olive, mulberry, and date trees, are very common ; and their forefts abound 
with variety of odoriferous woods, fome black, fome of a yellow, and fome of a red 
colour ; the berries of thefe trees have the ftiptic quality of a Iloe, and are much ufed 
by the Englifh to cure the flux, which they frequently get by eating the lufeious palm- 
berries too greedily, lint amongft a multitude of flirubs and trees peculiar to thefe 
iflands, and equally valuable for their timber and fruit, there are two which, though 
found in other parts of the world, have a peculiar excellence here ; the firft is their 
orange, which in point of fize, feent and flavour, far exceeds any either in the Weft 
or Eaft Indies : the fecond is their cedar, w'hich, from the nature of the foil wherein 
it grows, is firmer and more durable than any of its kind that we are acquainted with ; 
anlwers in every rcfpccl; to oak- timber, and is found cf extraordinary ufe in Ihip- 
building, fo that the beft Hoops, brigantines, and other fmall vefl'els, both for fervice 
and failing, which are in ufe throughout the Weft Indies, are built at Bermudas. 

They have likewife two very Angular plants, one ufeful the other noxious, but both 
fo remarkable at? to deferve particular notice ; the firft is called the Summer Ifland 
redw'ood, the berry of which is as red as the prickle-pear, giving alfo fuch 4 tinfture ; 
out of which berry come liift worms, which afterwards turn into flies, fometimes bigger 
than the cochineel fly, and a medicinal virtue much exceeding it. The poifon-weed is 
the other ftrangc plant, which growls much in the fame manner as our ivy, and, if we 
may depend upon a gentleman who lived long in Ihefe iflands, and fent an account 
of what was remarkable in them to the Royal Society, there is not a more furprifing 
prod uft ion than this in nature : he fays he had feen a man fo infefted by it as to have 
all the fldn of his face peel off, though he paffed by without touching it, and yet he 
affirms that he had chewed it in his mouth without feeling any inconvenience, whence 
he infers that it is not hurtful alike to all conftitutions. In this all who have been 
upon thefe iflands agree, that this weed is very prejudicial, but then they agree likewife 
that there is nothing venomous bcfidcs in any of thefe iflands. 

As for animals, there were none in Bermudas but hogs, infefts, and birds, when Sir 
George Sumqiers was Ihip- wrecked there : he found out that there were fome hogs 
in the ifland, by fending out two or three of his own to feed, and when they rambled 
home, a huge wild boar followed them, and being killed was found to be excellent 
iueat : the nogs they killed afterwards were found to be ail black, and from thi^ce 
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it is concluded that the Spaniards had left them there to brood, bccaufe they were of 
the fame kind with them they carried to the continent of America : they now fat 
them at Bermudas with palm and cedar berries j but their number is very much de- 
creafed. 

Thefe iflands abound in more and greater variety of fowl than any in America. 
There are hawks of all forts, herns, bitterns, olfspreys, cormorants, baldcootsj moor- 
hens, fwans, teal, fnipc, duck, and wigeons ; bats and owls are alfo very common here, 
with multitudes of fmall birds j as wood-peckers, fparrows, &c. The Englifli, at their 
hrft coming found a fort of fowl here they called cowkocs, which bred in the holes 
of the rocks, and in burrows like rabbits, and wore fo numerous and gentle, that they 
were taken by hand. They are now almoft deftroyed, being very cafy to be caught. 
This bird is of the bignefs of a fca-mew. I’hcre are alfo the tropic-bird, and the 
pemlico, feldom feen by day, and when it is, held to be the unwelcome foreteller of a 
Itorm. 

Filh there is as plenty as fowl, of which there are fo ntany forts that authors have 
not yet found out names for them. They have of the fcaly and the fhelly kind ; the 
whale and fword-filh, and the threfher ; but particularly the tortoife abounds to a 
wonder, and is as good and great, of the fort, as any in the world. Whale-fifliing has 
been attempted, but without fuccefs. The whales about Bermudas arc found only in 
the months of February, March, and April ; the female whales have abundance of 
milk, which the young ones fuck out of the teats that grow by her navel ; they have 
no teeth, but feed on grafs crowing on the rocks at the bottom during thefe three 
months, and at no other fcalon of the year} when this is confumed and gone, the 
whales go. There have been fpermaceti whales driven upon the fliorc, wdiich fperma, 
as they call it, lies all over the bodies of thefe whales : thefe have divers teeth, which 
may be about as big as a man’s wrift. Ambcrgrcafc and fpermaceti have been found 
here in great quantities, and pearl : all which are almoft as rare here now as elfe- 
wherc ; which is a little wonderful. 

'I he infefls in thefe iflands arc, generally fpeaking, the fame as before mentioned 
in other plantations, except it be the fpidcr, which is thought to be larger here than 
in any other couiury in the w'orld, and fo adorned with beautiful colours, that it takes 
off vei'y much, if it docs uot etuirely remove, that diftafle which olherwife the fight of 
creatures of this kind, and of fo enormous a fize, would’naturally occafion. One of 
thefe fpiders, with its legs extended, would take up a fpace equal to the breadth of a 
man’s hand. Their bodies are compofl d of two parts, one flat and the other round, 
not uni tc, cither in lliape or fize,* to a pijjeon’s egg. On their backs they have an 
orifice, which ferves, as well as in lome kinds of hogs, for a navel; their mouths are 
covered with a kind of grey hairs, intermixed fometimes with bright red, and on each 
fide of their mouths they have a kind of crooked tooth, of a fine polifhed fubftance, 
extremely hard, and of a bright fliining black, and therefore they are often fet in filver 
or gold for tooth-picks. When thefe creatures grow old, they are covered all over 
with a kind of dark brown or black down, fmooth, foft, and mining Vke velvet ; on 
the flat part they have their ten legs, five on each fide, each of which has four joints 
and two fmall claws at the ends. They caft their fkins every year, together with thofe 
hard teeth-like luLltances before-mentioned ; they live upon flies and gnats, in catching 
of which they fhew great cunning and no lefs agility. Their webs, which are very 
large, they fpirt into the aj^r, by which means they are lodged upon trees at fome 
dift^ce, and then run along the threads, and weave them fo ftrong, that birds of the 
fize‘’of a thrufh are fometimes caught in them. 
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There is fcarce an eighth part of thefe iflands inhabited, and all but St. George’s, 
St. David’s, and Cooper’s Ifles, have only a few houfes fcattcred up and down ; they all 
together make the figure of & flicep-ho(^k, and qre within the circuit of fix or feven 
leagues at inoft. I'here are none of them of any conllderable bignefs, yet Ibine much 
bigger than others ; as time and the fea continually ’vafhiiig upon them, have worn 
them a'i^. y in different proporiions. 'fhe main or grci; .’fl.ind of all is called St. George’s, 
and is a’’ )ut fixteen miles in length, from eall-norlh- all to w'ell-lbuth-w'efl; ; it is not a 
league over in the broadelt place, but i.s foriilicd by nature all round, the rocks every 
way extending themfelves a gnat way into the lea. 'lo natural llrength, efpecially 
towar Is the eaftward, W'here it is moll txpofed, the inhabitants have added that of 
forts, batteries, parapets, and lines ; the cannon of the forts and batteries being fo well 
difpofetl as to command the fevcral channels and inlets into the fea. Tlicrc are no 
more than two places where (hipping may fafely come in, and it is not eafy for a man 
to find thofe places out ; the rocks lie fo thick in fuch a manner, and fome fo imdif- 
covered, that without a good pilot from the Ihorc, a veffel of ten tons could not find 
the w'uy into thofe harbours, w'hich being once known the biggcfl lliips in the world 
may enter. 'I’liefe two havens are fo fortified, that il an enemy Ihould attempt either, 
he might ealily be kept out. The rocks, at moll plac's, appear at low water ; it ebbs 
and flows there not above five feet ; the very fliorc itielf is, for the mod part, a rock, 
and it is impoHiblo to find out any illands biutcr guarded by rocks tKan thefe ; indceci 
they are all of them fo environed with them, that they feem to threaten all fhips who 
venture ou that coall with prefent deflruclion, and fo many have been fhipwrccked upon 
them, that the Spaniards gave them the name of I.os Diabolos, the Devil’s Illands j 
this place having been fatal to them and all nations. 

The town of St. George Hands at the bottom of the haven of the fame name,, 
covered by no Icfs than fix or feven forts and l)atlerics, as King’s Caftle, Charles Fort, 
Pembrook Fort, Cavt'ndlfh Fort, Davie’s Fort, Warwick Fort, and Sandy’s Fort, 
mounted with above feventy pieces of cannon ; and they are fo difpofed that they can 
be all brought to bear upon any fhip before fhe can make her entrance. In this town 
there is a lair church with a fine library, for which ilie inhabitants arc indebted to 
Dr. Thomas Bray. There are noae a thoufimd houfes in it handfomely built, and a 
ftate houfe for the meeting of the governor, council, and allcmbly. Befides the town 
and ciivifion of St. George,’ there are eight tribes, Hamilton’s tribe. Smith’s tribe, 
Devonfhii’e’s tribe-, Pembrook’s tribe, Paget’s tribe, Warwick’s tribe, Southampton’s 
tribe, and Sandy’s tribe, of which Devonfhirc in the north, and Southampton iu the 
foutli, are pariflics, have each a church and a partictilar library, lu the whole illand 
there are plantations of oranges, mulberries, and other produdtions of the country, 
which render it a very delightful proipecl. There is a haven in Southampton tribe or 
didrid which is allb called Southampton, and other harbours, as the Great Sound, 
Harrington’s inlet in Hamilton’s tribe, Paget’s port in Paget’s tribe, and others. 
There are no parifli churches in any of the Icffer illands, and all the inhabitants are 
ranged under o)je or the other of the eight tribes. I’he number of people in the 
whole who inhabit* thefe iflauds has been computed to be nine thoufand, and it is 
thought they do not inuch increafe, many of the younger fort removing, for the fake 
of making they* fortunes, into other colonies. 

The government is like that of Virginia ; the crown appointing both a governor and 
council, but the people, by their reprefentatives, compofe the aflembly ; they have 
fewer bye-laws than any of our other iettlements, wliich we* impute to the finallnefs of ‘ 
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their trade ; for this colony produces no confiderable commodity by which the inhabi- 
tants may be enriched ; and their commerce confills chiefly in limber and provifions, 
which they fend to the other parts ©f i\merica that Hand in need of them, and fomc 
tobacco imported to England ; fevcral families retired thither formerly, on account of 
their religion or health, from England, and carried confiderable eflfefts with them. 
The building of /hips and floops is the inoft advantageous branch of their trade ; and 
the people of Bermudas fecni to content thcmrelvcs with the pleafim* and plenty of 
jheir country, with a fafe and quiet retreat from the troubles and cares of the other 
• part of the world, without any ambition to enricli themfelves ; and if they had any 
fuch defire, it is to be queftioned whether they have any opportunity of gratifying it : 
be that as it will, the inhabitants have conftaiitly maintained a mod excellent reputa- 
tion ; infomuch that I knew a very ingenious gemleman, as well acquaint al with this 
and our other plantations as thirty years trading to them all could render him, who 
was wont to fay that Bermudas was llie lined country, and inhabited liy the bed [leoplc 
he ever knew. 

It W’as this report of the place and people that induced the Reverend D ’an Berkley, 
who is fmee become, very worthily, a bifhop of our church, to tliink of ('recting an 
academy there for promoting ufelul learning and true religion in the Well Jndi. s; and 
the fociety for prcipagation of the gofpel had fo good an opinion of the propofal made 
them by the bifhop of creffing a college or feminary at Bermudas, that they adided 
him in procuring a patent lor it from King George I., and contributed to the cxpcncc 
of the undertaking. And the Doctor, with three fellows of d'riuity College, in Dublin, 
viz. the Reverend Mr. William Thompfon, Jonathan Rogers, and James King, mailers 
of art, with fevcral of the Dodtor’s relations, who were people of fortune, embarked 
for Bermudas, in order to lay the foundation of the intended college ; but they were 
unfortunately driven by a dorm to Long Illand, in the province of New York; from 
whence the Dodor, with his companions, vifited Bodori and fevcral other great towns 
in New England, where they preached, and performed other parts of their fundion. 
But the defign of ereding a college w'as laid afide, the cxpcncc appearing larger than 
it had been fird calculated, and many of thole who had promifed fubferiptions failing in 
their performance ; fo that Dr. Berkley found himfelf obligetl to return home, and 
wa.s not long after promoted to the fee of Ciloyne, in the kingdom of Ireland, which he 
dill enjoys. 

There remains nothing farther to be .aid of this plantation, which, though it has 
flouriflied exceedingly, and is dill in a very good condition, yet has no great trade 
with Great Britain, att'lead that w'e can obtain any account of, though undoubtedly we 
receive very confiderable advantages from thence annually, as the people make ufe of a 
confiderable quantity of our goods, arc cloathed with our manufadures, and employ 
tools fent from thence in all kinds of work. 'I’herc might perhaps, if due encourage- 
ment was given, be a poflibility of raifing fevcral rich commodities in this country, but 
more particularly tw'o, for which it feems fitter than any of our plantations, viz. 
cochineal and filk ; and with this view, as I have been informed,, a very w'orthy 
merchant of this city has colleded, digeded, and printed the bed accounts that are to 
be met with on thefe heads, and alfo with refpeft to indigo, andf has fent them to be 
didributed at his own expcncc in Carolina and the Bermudas IllandtS, which is an 
indance of public fpirit that deferves to be mentioned with honour, and it is hoped may 
be likewife thought worthy of imitation. A very few attempts of this kind, fupported 
with fubferiptions inferior to thofc made for foine diverfions, might produce immenfe 
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public advantages to this nation, and prove the means of making multitudes of people 
happy. 

1 2. All the mifcarriages that had happened in attempting difcoveries to the north- 
eaft and north-weft for a new paffagc to the Indies, could not fo far difcouragc the 
merchants of England as to oblige them to lay afide their defigns of that fort ; and 
therefore: when any opportunity oftercd they never failed to lay hold of it, in hopes 
that fome time or other they might accomplifli one or both of thefe great projedts. 
It was with this view that they fitted out Captain Henry Iludfon in 1607, who under- 
took to fail dircdtly north, which he did to the height of 8 1 degrees 30 minutes, on the 
coaft of Greenland , where he was on the i6ih of July, the weather being pretty warm. 
His fcheme, it feems, was to have palled round that great tradl of country which the 
Danes call Groenland, and falling into Davis’s Streights, have returned that way home. 
After being difappointed in this, he undertook two voyages for the difeovery of a north- 
call pallage, in which his condudb was very good, though his fuccefs no better than 
that of tliofe who w'ent before him ; upon which he refolvcd to make an attempt 
towards the north-weft. He failed on this voyage April the 17th, 1610; and thus 
Mr. Pricket deferibes the principal events in that undertaking : — 

“ We continued fteering noi th-w'eft ; on the 8th of July we raifed land to the 
fouthwell, covered with liiow, which our mafter named Deli re Provokes ; lying in the 
latitude of 60 degrees. 1 lere we heard the noife of a great overfall of a tide that 
came out of the land, and were now fenfible that we had been embayed before ; and 
we were now fo well acquainted with the ice, that in foggy or foul weather we fought 
out the broadeft illand ol ice, and there anchoring, we went out and Iported upon the 
ice, and filled water that flood in ponds upon the ice very fweet and good, being now 
in the tides- way, the ice openetl, by being lirft carried one way and then another, whereas 
in bays it is immoveable ; and in that bay where we had been fo troubled with ice, we 
law many of tlndi* mountains (ft' ice a-ground in fixty or feveiity fathom water. We 
ftill pliecl to welUvard as the ice would give us leave, and fearing a llorin we found an 
liarbour at the w'cll end ol an illand, whereunto we went at a full fea, over a rock 
which had then two fathom and a half of water upon it, and the next morning was 
two fathoms abovtf water. Our mafter named it 'Pile Illand of God’s Mercies. The 
water Hows here better than lour lathoms, and the floods comcTroin the north, flowing 
eight the change day, latitudi; 62^ (/. 'I'hen plying to fouth-weft w'c were on the i6th 
in the latitude of 50" 50', but louiid ourfelves embayed and much peftered with ice; 
whereupon we llood to the foulh-weft until we few the land, which our rnaftcr named 
lltftd with Hope ; and being gotten again into a cleas fea, our mafter flood to the weft 
along the I'outh fhore, and railed three capes or head-lands, lying one beyond another, 
which ho nanu'd Gape Henry, Cape James, and yumn Anne’s Foreland ; wc alfo 
raifed a high hill, which he named Mount Charles. We palled on in fight of thefoulh 
fhore until we raifed a fair head-land, (which our mailer took to be part of the main 
north land, but is an illand,) and named it Deep’s Cape, and the land on the fouth fide, 
now falling aw'ay to the fouth makes another cape or head-land, which our mafter 
called Worluihamls Cape. 

“ I’he mafter font. mo, the carpenter, and fome others, afliore near Deep’s Cape; 
we there faw fome deer, twelve or fixteen in a herd, but could not come within fliot (ft 
them ; wc found plenty of forrel and feurvy-grafs, and faw fome round hills of flones 
like to grafs-cocks ; and when we came to them 1 turned oft’ the uppermoft ftonc, and 
fpuiid them hollow within, and full of fowls hanged by their necks ; wc turned back. 
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and told the mafter what we had feen, and what refrefliment might be had ; intreatinff 
him to ftay a day or two in this placj, but he was not pleafed \vith the motion, nor could 
be perfuaded to ftay. Then ftanding fouthward we loft'light of the main land that we 
had all this while followed, and came into fhallow wafer, bi ken ground, and rocks, 
and palTed down fo far fou'hward till we had land on both fides, and the water flioaling 
4-pace we came to an anchor. From hence we ftood back again towards tht north ; 
and one day a debate arifing concerning our coming into this bay, and how we fhould 
get out again, the mafter took occafion to revive old matters, and to difplace Robert 
ivethis mate„and boaifwain, for words fpoken on the lirft great bay of ice, and made 
Robert Bilet his mate, and William Willbn our boatfwain. 

“ We plied to and fro from the north to the fouth, and thence to the north again, 
till we came to the Ihoal-water, where we anchored in feven fathom, and there lay eight 
days ; in all which time we could not get one hour to w ■;:h our anchor ; but the 
eighth day the wind beginning to ceafe, our mafter wonKl Inive the anchors up again 
againft the minds of all that knew what belonged thereim o ; fo in it we went, and 
when we had brought it a-pcak, a lea look her, and call us all oil' from the capflcrn, 
and hurt many of us ; hero wc loft our anchor, and if the c;irpenter had not been 
nimble we had loft our cable too ; but he fearing fuch a 'natter, was ready with his ax, 
and lb cut it from thence. We ftood to the foutli and divers courfes, until we came to 
a bay on the north fliore, where we anchored. While we lay here we faw a ledge of 
rocks to the fouthward, about a league long, which w'ere covered at full fea ; for a ftrong 
tidefet in here. At midnight we weighed, and ftood to go out as we came in, and had 
not gone long before the carpenter told the mafter that if he kept that courfe we fhould 
be upon the rocks ; the mafter conceived that he was paft them, when prelently we 
ran on them, and there ftuck faft twelve hours, but by the mercy of God we got off 
unhurt. We ftood to the caft and anchored in a bay ; here the mafter lent me and the 
carpenter in a boat to feek a place to winter in, and it w'as time, the days bei:ig long 
and cold, and the earth being covered with fno\v, having Ipent three months, to no 
purpofe, and it being now the laft day of Oclober. 

“ On the firft of November we found a place whereunto we brought our ftjij), and 
haled her aground ; on the loth we were frozen in, and now it coilcerned us to rake 
care of what we had, and fo to fpend, ihat wc might have wherewith to keep us alive, 
until we fliould come at the capes where the fowl breed y for there were all the hopes 
we had of finding fubfiftenco to bring us home. Our mailer therefore appointed a 
reward to them that killed boat-filh or fowl. Wc were vidualled for fix months, in 
good proportion, and of that which was good ; and if our mafter would have had 
more he might have been fupplied at home and in other places ; and it is ftrange he 
did not prevent the hunger we endured, which occafioned the overthrow of himfelf 
and many other honeft men.” 

It appears very clearly from this relation, which is indeed the only one we have of 
this famous voyage ; concerning which it is not eafy to determine if it was moft for the 
advantage of this nation or ruinous to the brave man who undertook it ; that he was 
refolved to ftrike out fomething new, and not to wafte his time fn retraceing other 
people’s footlleps ; and therefore when he came to the mouth of 'Davis’s Streights, he 
continued fteeriiig dircdly weft, and then as the coaft direded him, through thofe 
ftreights that fince bear his f^ame, till he doubled Cape Worfenham, and then he failed 
down the weft coaft of New\|iritain to the very bottom of the bay, where he made 
choice of a place to winter in, t^at was very near as far fouth as any part of the ifland 
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of Great Britain, and at the very back of the French fetilenients in Canada. Captain 
Hudfon was a very good judge of the importance and confequenccs of his difeovery, 
which induced him to winter there, in hopes of pe^rforming fomething very confiderable 
the nextfeafon, which very probably he would have done if his men had not mutinied, 
and configned him over to the favages to be murdered. 

The’ relation we have of his voyagt: from Pricket, is chiefly calculated to give an 
account of tins mutiny ; but as it i" more to our purpofi' to come at as good an account 
as we can of the voyage itfelf, we fliall endeavour to pick out of it what relates to that 
matter, and then give a lliort relation of that accident which dellroyed Cp.ptain Iludfon 
and all his hopes. “ It would be tedious (fays he) to relate the hardfliips we endured 
whillf we wintered in this jflace; the- cold was lo extreme that it lamed mod of our 
company ; but I mult not forget God’s great mercy lo us in fending fuch llore of 
white partridges during the firit three mouths, that we killed above one hundred dozen, 
bflides other fowl of furidfy forts. 

“ 1 he fpring approaching th.e jjartrielgcs left us, atitl were fuccceded by other fowl ; 
as fwans, geefc, ducks, and teal, but hard to come by ; they came from the ibuth and 
•flew to the north ; but if they be taken fljort by a Tiorilierly wind, then they fall, and 
flay till the wind ferves them, and then fly lo the nortiiward. As the fumnicr came on 
the fowls were gone, and lew or none to be fccn. 'i'hen we foarchc^ the woods, hills, 
and vallies, for any thing that might I'crvc for food, though ever fo vile ; the frogs 
(in the time of their engendering, usloathfome as toads) were not fpared, nor the mols 
that grew on the ground ; but amongft divers forts of vegetables, Thomas VVoodhoufe 
brought home a bud of a tree full of a turpentine fubftance ; of this our furgeon made 
a decoction to drink, and applied the buds hot to fuch as were troubled with aches in 
any part of tlicir bodies ; and I muft confefs 1 received thereby prefent eafe of my pain. 
As foun as the ice began to break out of the bays, a lavage came to our Ihip, being the 
flrft we had feen in all this time ; our mailer entertained him well, promifing to himfelf 
great matters by his means, and therefore would have to his own ulcall the knives and 
hatchets that every man had, but received none i.-xcept from John King the carpenter, 
and myfelf. To this lavage our mailer gave a knife, a Jooking-glals, and buttons ; 
who teceived thein thankfully, and made figns that after he had llept he would come 
again, as he did. When he came again he drew after him a fledge, and upon it two 
deer-lkins and two beavcr-lkins ; he laid the knife upon ojie of the beaver-lkins, and 
his glals and buttons upon the other, and fo gave them to the mailer, who received 
them ; and the favage took thofe things the mailer had given him, and put them into 
his ferip ; then the mafler fliewed him an hatchet, far which he would have given the 
mailer oni- of his decr-lkins j but the mailer would have them both, and fo he had, 
i)Ut not willingly. 

“ After many figns of people to thefouth and r;t the north, and that after fo many 
fleeps he would come again, he went his way ; but never came more. The found 
being now clear of icc, lb that our boat could go from one place to another, Wilfon, 
Green, and five^inore, were ordered to go a li filing with our net. They caught the 
flrft day five hundred fifties as big as large herrings, which put us all in good hopes to 
have our wants fupplied ; but thofe were the molt that ever they caught in one day, and 
many days thej got not a quarter fo many, in this time of their fiftiing. Green, 
Wilfon, and fomc others plotted to take the net, and the ftiallop which the carpenter 
had newly fet up, and fo to lliift for themfelves ; but the fhallop being ready, our mafler 
would go in it himfelf to the fouth and fouth-weft, to fee if he could meet with people ; 
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for that way we could fee the woods burning : fo taking with him as much proviiion as 
would fervc for eight or nine days^ he went towards the foulh, and fet no time for his 
return ; becaufe he was perfuaded if he could meet with people he fliould have fiefh of 
them, arid that good (lore ; but he returned w'orfe than he went forth ; for although 
he was fo near tlicm as to fee them fet the woods on fire, yet could he not by any means 
come to the ipccch of them. 

“ llcing come on board, he fitted all things for his return ; and firfl: delivered all the 
thread out of the bread-room, which came to a pound a piece for every man’s lhare; 

■ and delivered' alfo a bill of return, willing them to have that to fhew, if it fliould pleafe 
God they fliould come home, and wept when he gave it to them ; but to lu lp us to 
fome relief in this poor clfate, our boat went to work on Friday morning, and /laid till 
Sunday noon, and brought fourfcorc fmall fiflies ; a poor relief for fo many hungry 
bellies. Then we weighed, and flood out of our wintering-place, and anchored without 
at the mouth of the bay : where, our bread being gone, what florc of cheele we had 
was to flop a gap, whereof there were five, at which time the company grudged, becaufc 
by tlieir reckoning there fliould have been nine, but thofe that were left were equally 
divided by the mafler, although he was advifed to the contrary, bccaufe there were 
fome who could not govern thcmfelvcs.” 

It w as this reloUition of the mafler’s, to make all fare alike for the fake of profecuting 
the voyage with eflect, than which no man was more like to do it than himfelf, that 
drew upon him his deflrudion ; for his old mate, one Green, and fome other people 
in the fhip, refolving to lelTen the number of hands, and fo get all the provifions that 
were left to thcrnfelves, rnofl barbaroufly contrived to turn Captain lludfon, the 
carpenter, and all the fick men, out of the fliip ; after which they determined to make 
the beft of their way for England. This they performed the 19th of June, 1611, by 
forcing Captain Hudfon and eight more into the Ihallop without provifions, though 
mofl of them were taken fick out of bed, who after that time were never heard of, but 
were cither drowned, ftarved, or murdered by the favages : neither did the leaders of 
this mutiny cfcapc much better ; for being obliged to land frequently on the defart 
coafl, in order to obtain fome fubfiflence, they fell there into a fray with the favages, in 
which Green and fome others were killed ; fo that very few, and thofe "too in a miferable 
condition, n^turned to England, where Pricket wTote that account of the voyage for his 
own jnftification, from which we have made thefc extratf's. 

At firfl there fell great imputations ui'cn this man, becaufe he adminiftered the oath 
to the confpirators ; but upon an enquiry it appeared very clearly, that this oath con- 
tained nothing in it contrary to the duty of the feamen ; and tliat the true reafon w'hy 
they preferved him was, becaufc that being fervant to Sir Dudley Diggs, who was a 
man of great power and reputation, they were in hopes he would interpofe and fave 
their lives, which they ought to have forfeited as pirates. Upon this imperfed account 
of lludfon’s Bay, feveral perfons who had been engaged already in expeditions for the 
dilcovery of a north-weft pafl'agc, began to hope that now they had a fairer profped 
than ever of bringing this project to bear, in cafe they could find any a,ble mariner who 
would uiukriakc to profecute the difeoveries made by lludfon. 

His Royal Highnefs Henry Prince of Wales was the great patron of learning and 
virtue at that time ; and being applied to by the perfons concerned in this projed, he 
refoivcd to fend one Captain Button, his own fervant, a man of great abilities, courage, 
and experience, and haviiig the countenance of fo great a perfon, was nioft likely to 
maintain difeipline amonglt his feamen. Accordingly, in the year 1 6 11 , he failed on 
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this expedition, in which he pafTed Hudibn*s Streights, arid leaving Hudfon’s Bay to 
the fouth failed above two hundred leagues to the north-weft, through a fea above 
eighty fathoms deep, and difeevvered a great continent called by him New Wales ; where, 
after much mifery and ficknefs, wintering at Port Nelfon, he carofqlly fearchpd all the 
bay, from him called Button’s Bay, back again, almoft to Ihgg’s Ifland. He dif- 
covered, the great ifland called Cary’s Swans-neft. He loft many of his men during 
his flay in the river called Port Nclfon, in fifty-fcvcn degrees ten minutes north latitude, 
though he kept three fires in his fhip all winter, and had. great ftore of white partridge;; 
and other fowl, befides deer, bears, and foxes. Upon his return from this voyr.,.';e he 
received the honour of knighthood, and great expectations were raifed “from his dif- 
coveries, which had certainly been profccutcd with eft'eCt, if Prince Henry had not died 
foon after. 

It was a great pity that Sir Thomas Button, who \ras certainly a very underftanding 
man, formed private views ®f his own from the knowledge he obtained in his voyage ; 
which were of fuch a nature, that he affirmed he l ad convinced his mafter, King 
James, that there was a paflage this way into the South Seas. The rcafons upon which 
this opinion was founded, as well as notes of his voyage, he promifed to give to Mr. 
Briggs, the famous mathematician, who had turned his thoughts much upon this 
fubjeCt, but never did ; which was the rcafon that all the expeditions undertaken on 
that fide afterw'ards failed ; but, however, we have fufficient grounds to affirm, from 
the knowledge derived to us from another quarter, that the dil’coveries of Sir Thomas 
Button, if profecuted, might have proved highly advantageous to this nation, notvvith- 
ftanding the feeming rigour of the climate, and barrennefs of the country. 

I'hc French were in ])ofleffion of Fort Bourbon, w'hich wc call New York Fort, 
upon St. Thcrefa, the eaftern branch of Nelfon River, from the year 1697 to 1714. 
Monfieur Jeremie, who was lieutenant there from 1697 to 1708, and afterwards 
governor till he gave it up in 1714 to us, gives a very particular account of that river 
and the adjoining countries, great part of w'hich he affirms to be of his own knowledge, 
having travelled a great way fouth-weft into the country, among the rivers and lakes. 
The Danilh, or Churchili’s River, upon which 'he Hudfon’s Bay Company have lately 
built a ftrongftone.fort, he fays, is fituatedin fifty-nine degrees north latitude, and is about 
five hundred pact's wide at the entrance for about a quarter of a league, and very deep; 
butwihinit is much broadef, and navigable into the country a hundred and fifty 
leagues ; there is but little wood upon the river near the bay, except in the iflands. At 
a hundretl and fifty leagues diftance is a chain of high mountains, with great catarads 
and falls of water ; but beyond thefe it is again navjgable, and has a communication 
with a river, called the River of Stags. Fifteen leagues northward of this river is the 
river of Loup Marine, or River of Seals. Betwixt thefe rivers is found a kind of ox, 
called the inulk ox, which fraells at feme time of the year fo ftrong of muik that it 
cannot be eat ; they have very fine wool, which is longer than that of the Barbary 
fliecp : they are fmaller than French oxen, with very crooked horns, which turn round 
like ram’s-horns, and are fo long that they weigh fomctiincs fixty pounds ; they have 
fliort legs, and tbeq; wool trails upon the ground : they arc not numerous. 

This river comes from a nation he calls I’latfcotez de Chiens, who makes war againft 
the Savanna Indians, who traded with the French. In that country they have a large 
copper mine fo* fine, that without fmclting it they make copper of it, by beating it 
betwixt two ftones : he faw a great deal of it, which their Indians got when they went 
to war againft that nation. This nation has a fweet humane afped, but their country is 
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not good. They have no bcavor, but live by fifliing, and a kind of deer they call 
cariboux (rein-deer) ; the hares grow white in winter, and recover their colour in 
fpfing ; they have very large ears, and are always black } their Ikins in winter are very 
pretty, of, fine long hair, which docs not fall, fo that they make very fine niulFs. He 
fay§ he can fay nothing pofitively in going farther northward, but only that their 
f^ivagcs reportetl that in the bottom of the northern bay there is a ftreight, whyre they 
can eafily difeover land on the other fide : they had never gone to the end of that 
flreight ; they fay there is ice there all the year, which is drove by the wind, fmnetimes 
'\)ne way, fometimes another. According to all appearance this arm of the lea has .t 
communication with the Weftern Ocean ; and wliat makes it mon' probable is, that 
when the winds come from the northern quarter, the fea Is difeharged by that ftreight 
in fuch abundance, into Iludfon’s Bay, as to raife the water ten fei't above the ordinary 
tides ; infoniuch that when they find the waters rife, ftiips take Ihelier agaiuft; thefe 
northerly winds. I’he favages fay, that after travelling •fomc inorths to weft-fouth- 
weft, they came to the fea, upon which they faw great vcllels with men, who had 
beards and caps, who gather gold on the fliorc that is at the mouths of rivers. In 
pafling to the fouthward from the Danifh River, at fixty leagues diftance, is the River 
Bourbon or Nelfon, in latitude fifty feven degrees. 

There is nothing remarkable in the country betwixt thofe two rivers, but a great; 
number of the deer, called cariboux, which being drove ln)m the woods by a great 
number of mufchetocs or midges, come to the Ihore to refrefli thend’eivcs j they are 
in herds of 10,000 together, and fpread through a country forty or fifty leagues in 
extent. They might have as many of their fkins as they pleafed, and fome have been 
dreffed, wdiich have been very fine. They have there all forts of wild-fowl, as fwans, 
buflards, geefe, cranes, ducks, and thofe of the fmaller kind in fuch great numbers 
that when they rife they darken the fky, and make fo loud a noife tliat they can fcarce 
hear each other fpeak. He fays, that this may appear fabulous, but affirms he fays 
nothing but what he faw himfelf, for he would not truft to the report of others, but 
went himfelf to almoft every place he mentions. The River St. I'hercfa, upon which 
they built Fort Bourbon, is a branch of Nelfon River, by which the natives come 
down to trade. This river is of fo great extent that it pafles through inany great lakes '} 
thefirft is 150 leagues from the entrance ef the river, and is 100 leagues in circuit; 
the natives call it the Lake of Forts (or rather Forcfls). On the north fide a river 
dilcharges itfelf, called the Rapid River* this lakes its rife from a lake 300 leagues 
from the firft, which they call M.chinipi, or the Great Waters ; becaufe, in effect, it 
is th( greateft and deepeft lake, being 6co Ictigues in circiiml'erencc, and receives into 
it many rivers, fome of which have a communication with the Danilh River, and others 
with the Plafcoiez ds Cliicns ; about this lake and along thefe rivers arc many Indians, 
who call ihcmfelves the Nation of the Great Waters, or of Affinibowls ; it is to be 
remarked, that thefe are as humane and affable, as the Llkimaux arc fierce and bai*- 
barous, as arc alfo all other nations along Iludfon’s Bay. At the extremity of the Lake 
of Fon lls tile River Bourbon continues its cuurfe, and comes from another lake, called 
the Junction of the two Seas, becaufe the land ahnolt meets in the ipkldle of the lake ; 
the eaft fide of this lake is a country full of thick forefts, in which arc great numbers 
of beavers ai,d elks. Here begins the country of the Ghriftinaux. 

This is in a much more temperate climate. The weft fide is full of fine meadows, 
filled with wild oxen. The Affinibowls live here ; the lake is 400 leagues in circum- 
ference, and 200 from the other lake; 100 leagues farther weft-fouth*wcft along this 
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river is another lake, which they call Ounipigouchih, or the Little Sea ; it is almoft 
the fame country and climate with the other, inhabited by the fame Indians, the Affini- 
bowls, the Chrillinaux, and ISouteurs ; it is 30Q leagues in circumference ; at the 
further end is a river, which comes from Tacamiouen, which is not fo great as the 
other ; it is into this lake that the River of Stags is difeharged, which is of fuch a 
length fhat the natives have not yet difeovered its fourcc j from this river they can go 
to another, which runs weftward, but all the relt run cither into the bay or river of 
Canada. lie endeavoured to fend the natives to difeover if it went to the weftward 
fea, but their enemies lying in the way prevented them ; however, they .brought fome 
of them pril'oners, who faid they alfo were at war with another nation farther weft ; 
thefe laid they had neighbours with beards, who lived in ftone-houfes and forts, that 
they were not clothed like them ; that they had white kettles ; and (hewing them a 
filvcr cup, they faid it was^of that metal ; they faid they tilled their land with tools of 
that metal. According to their defeription it was maize they cultivated. 

The intendant of Canada w'as very deftrous to difeover thefe countries from thence ; 
but it is much eafier from Fort Bourboji, as it is (horter ; and though a fine country full 
of beads and wild fowl, befides fruit, which grow wild, as plums, apples, and grapes, 
and great variety of fmaller fruit. On the fouth-weft fide of this lake, Tacamiouen, 
is a river which comes from another, called the Lake of Dogs, whi^h is not far from 
the fuperior lake. I'he River St. I'hcrefa is but half a league wide where the fort is 
built ; two leagues higher is Fort Philipoaux, built for a retreat ; there the river begins 
to bo interfperfod with iflands ; twenty leagues above the fort the river divides info two 
branches, one which comes from the north-weft fide communicates with Nelfon or 
Bourbon River, by which the natives come down to trade by the means of a land 
carriage from the Lake of Forefts to this river. Twenty leagues above the firft fork 
there is another that comes from the fouih-ea(t, which the natives call Guicoraatouang, 
or the Great Fork. This has a communication with the River St. Muiles ; the weftem 
branch, though ftill called St. Tht;rcfa, is but of a fmall extent, comhig from its fource 
by (evcral fmall brooks, in each of wdiich arc great numbers of lynx, beavers, martins, 
and others of fmaller furs. Betwixt the two forts is a i'mall river, called Fgaree, from 
whence they get their wood for fil ing, it being fcarce at the fort, blear the mouth of 
the river is another fmall one they call Garguulle ; there conies in at high water a great 
number of porpoil'es. The* river being narrow here, there iniglit be a good fiihing, 
where they might make above fix hundred barrels of oil annually. 

From this river oi St. lluiles, or New' .Severn, is 1 00 leagues fouth-caft. It is fituated 
in latitude 56 degrees ; the entrance is but fhall<>\v, only capable of veflels of fixty 
tons ; hero might be made good houfes, for wood is very plenty here ; ;ind there are 
great numbers of beavers higher up the river. As to the climate of I'ort Bourbon, it 
being in latitude 57 degrees, is vci'y cold in winter, which bagias about Michaelmas 
and ends in May. The fun fct.s about three, and riles about nine in the w inter. When 
the clays grow a little longer, and the cold is more temperate, the fporifinen kill as 
many partridg ..‘i and hares as they pleafe. One yetir, wdieii the^y had eighty men in 
garrifon, they had the curiofity to reckon the number, which amounted to ninety 
tlioiifand partridges, and twenty-fivc thoufand hares. At the end of April, the geefe, 
bu (lards, and. ducks, return in fuch numbers, that they kill as many as they pleafe ; 
they alfo take great numbers of cariboux, or reiii-decr ; in March and April they come 
from the north to the fouth, and extend then abng the river fixty leagues : they go 
again northward in July and Auguft j tlie roads they make in the fnow are as well 
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padded, and crofs each other as often as the ftreets at Paris. The natives make hedges 
with the branches of trees, and leave openings, in which they fix fnares, and thus take 
numbers of them: when they fwim, thi? rivers, in returfiing northwards, the natives 
kill them in canoes with lances, as many as they plcafe. In furamer they have ihe 
pleafure of filhing, and with nets take pike, trout, and carp, and a white filh fomething 
like a herring, by much the heft fifn in the world : they preferve thofe for their winter 
provifion, by putting them in fnow, or freezing them, as alfo the flelh they would pre- 
^ferve. They keep thus alfo geefe, ducks, and buftards, which they roaft with the 
hares and partridges they kill in winter. So that, though it be a cold climate, there 
is good living there, by getting bread and wine from Europe. 

'i’hough the fummer be lliort they had a garden, and good coleworts, with falads 
and fmall herbs, which they put in their Ibups in winter. He had one hundred and 
twenty thoufand li\'rcs prolit out of eight thouland lent him in goods in one feafon ; 
they have alfo bears, elks, and all forts of bcafts, whole Ikins and furs are valued in 
France ; and, according to him it is ore of the moll profitable polls in EJorth America, 
confidering the expence. I'hus far this French writer, from whom we have borrowed 
a very clear and copious account of the advantages that might have accrued to us, if 
our original difeovery of lludfon’s Bay had been pn^perly confidered. 

But there were^ and will be always, a i ace of people decrying thofe projects they 
want courage to attempt ; and who. by ridiculing the pains taken to vifit the frozen 
climates and barren countries, limder thofe improvements wliich might otherwife 
follow from fuch kind of expeditions. But they ought to coiifider before they run 
down fuch attempts, that we have numbers of poor people here who want ein« 
ployment, and for whom employments ought to be found ; tlv.it if this be not done, 
they will either ftarve to our fliamc, or ftrike out ways of living at our expence; 
whereas, if they were thus employed, they w’ould both maintain themfelves and benefit 
the public : befides there is this advantage that attends northern expeditions and dif- 
coverics, that they breed a race of hardy and ufelul feamen, who are nearer at hand, 
and confequently more capable of ferving tlioir country upon any emergency than 
fuch as are employed in other branche s of navigation. yVs to the fujipofe'd difliculties 
that are to be in this way encountered, it is a lhame to hear them nientioned amongft 
people who pretend to maritime power. 

If men arc afraid of ice, cold, and rocks, they mull relinquifli all thoughts of being 
great at fea, and leave it to thofe who cat. not only endure but even defpife fuch hard- 
lliips : the Dutch, the Danes, and the Hamburghers, fail every year on the whale 
filhery, near 20 degrees farther nbrih than the bottom of Hudfon’s Bay; and the 
French from Canada travel through and live in iheie very countries of which we are 
fpcaking, with as much eafe as the lavages themfelves ; and, indeed, why fliould they not, 
or why fliould we imagine that one man, or one race of mt n, can do more than another ? 
Our anceftors w'cre of this opinion, or at leaft they thought that if fuch a race of men 
there were, they might be found in this iiland : and here, if properly encouraged and 
due regard ftiew’n to their virtue, they will be always found, for it is not the people 
but their governors that alter, and therefore we have a right to blame *thole who took 
fo little notice of what Sir Thomas Button performed, and fo little attended to what 
might be made of thefe countries, as we certainly ought to commend fuch as contrived 
or promoted the law lately pafl'cd for encouraging private perfons to attempt once 
more the difeovery of a north-weft paffage, by fecuring to them a reward from the 
public, which, without doiibt, they will juftly deferve. 
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OF THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 


m 

13. The next thing that occurs in order of time, is the aflerting our right to that 
part of the continent of America which lies north from New England, and which is 
now called Nova Scotia, but was then looked upon as part of North Virginia, and as 
fuch within the charter of the Weftern Company,' who gave ftridl: orders to thofc in 
their fervice to prevent foreign nations fettling in their limits ; by which means this 
country, of Acadia, or Nova Scotia, which is of fo great confequence in itfelf, and for 
the fecurity of our other plantations on the main, was preferved. The bounds of this 
province are the ocean to the north. Cape Breton Ifland, and the Bay of St. Laurence 
to the ealt, Canada to the weft, and New England to the fouth ; it lies from 43 to 
5 1 degrees north latitude, and from the river St. Croix, the neared t*) New Ilamp- 
flihe, to the great river of St. Laurence, has almoft fix hundred miles of coaft, but 
mod of it uninhabited and defurt, the Indians themfelves making little or no ufe of it. 

Sir Samuel Argali, then governor of Virginia, made a fort of cruizing voyage 
round the coaft noi iliwards, as far as Cape Cod in New England, in the year i6i8, 
live or fix years before the Englllh, who intended to fettle, arrived in that country. 
The Indians informed him that fome white men, like himfelf, were come to inhabit to 
the northward of them. Sir Samuel Argali, who took all that country, as far as it 
had been difeovered by Cabot, to belong to the Virginia Company his employers, 
failed thither, found a lettlement and a fliip riding before it, which belonged to fome 
Frenchmen ; Argali drew' fo clofc to it, that, with his fmall arms, Ife beat all the men 
from the deck, fo that they could not ufe their guns, their Ihip having but one deck; 
among others there were two Jofuits aboard, one of which endeavoured to fire oft' one 
of their cannon, and was Ihot. Argali having taken the fliip, landed his men, marched 
to and fummoned the fort to furrender : the French alked time to confider of it, which 
was denied, upon which they got privately away and fled into the woods. The 
Englifli entered it, and lodged there that night, and the next day the French came and 
yielded to Sir Samuel, cancelling the patents that had been granted them for their 
fcttlcmcnt by the f rench King. Sir Samuel permitted fuch of the French as were 
fo difpofed to take paft'age for Europe in the fifhing fliips, and took the reft with him 
to Virginia, according to their choice. 

The French IukI another fettlement at a place they called Port Royal, on a bay on 
the fouth- w(dl coaft of iVeadia, which the two Jefuits had left out of pique to their 
governor M. Biencourt ; and. with thefe I'Venchmcn feparated from the others. Father 
Biard, the furviving Jcfiiit, out of malice to Biencourt, informed Sir Samuel of the 
fettlement at Port Royal, and the cafe with which he might reduce it, which he found 
to be true; and, on the furrender of the French, he did no damage to their houfes, 
their barns, and mills, but obliged them to quit the country they had fowed and 
reaped ; and thofc of them that did not care to return homo, removed to the river of 
St. Lawrence, where now is the capital of Canada or Now France. 

When Sir Ferdinand Gorges was prefident of the New England Company, he pro- 
pofed to Sir W'illiam Alexamlcr to procure a particular grant fe.r the land to the north- 
ward of du'ir patent, which was eafily obtained of King James I. and a year after, 
1622, Sir WilliJim., and fome others whom he had got to be concerned with him, fent 
a Ihip witli paifeiigera to plant and fettle there. Newfoundland was then very well 
known on account of the fiftiery, and the Ihip being late in her voyage the mailer put 
in and winterc'J there. The next year they let fail, and made the promontory at the 
north fiiore ol C'ape Breton Ifland : they coafted it along till they came to Cape Sable 
in Acadia, where they found three good harbours, and went alhore at one of them, 
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whicli they called Luke’s Bay ; in which was a large river that had eight fathoms 
water at ebb. This fliip failed up one of thefe, and according to the accounts that 
were publilhed by tliofe that were to be fliarcrs in the paveni, lliis countr}' is deferibed 
as a kind of paradiTe; with a vi? \v* no doubt, to have engaged people to go over 
thither to fettle, to which end Sir William Alexander, the original proprietor, afterwards 
created Karl of Sterlitig, wrote and publifhed a book, and his fovereign King James 
crefted a new order, called the Knights of Nova Scotia, to facilitate this plantation. 

But, notwitiiO.anding all the care that was taken of it, this projed iiroved abortive, 
which is very oxtraoruhiary, modern authors have taught us to ci.juieiuu and cen- 
fiire fuch as forefaw tlie coni’equence and importance of this conntrv to the Britifli 
nation, when unfedl-d and unimproved, and to treat as weak and peJoianimous the 
cundiitl of thofe times, when in full peace the French were, by force oi ;inns, com. 
pelled to quit a country, which, thcjugh fettled by them, was dil'covered by us ; and 
from thefe fugitives it was that, line more norlhen fi t'lemcnt of tlie French took birth. 
The expedition of Sir Samuel Argali was certainly both a vigorous aiul a rigin inea- 
fure ; and the grant to Sir William Alexander was a very feiifihlc' tiling, tiough the 
defign of it is now not well imderltood, or rather forgot ; and therefore, though it 
may take up fome room, 1 (hall endeavour to revive ami explain it. It was I'uggeded 
to King James that the tradl of country on the ccmtinent of North Annn'ica, belonging 
to his crown, being very large, and not likely to be planted in any reafonable (pace of 
time by the Englilh, it would be a very wife and prudent meafure to grant under the 
great feal of Scotland a pari of it to his fubjedls of that kingdom, upon a fuppofition 
that it would be more beneficial for them and more for the interelt of the united king- 
doms if they went over and fettled there, than if, as to that time they had frequently 
done, they tranfported thcmfelves to Poland, Sweden, and Ruffia, in which countries 
there were at that time many thoufand Scotch families. 

Such was the original fehorne of fettling and planting Nova Scotia ; and if the 
courtiers of thofe times made a job of this, and thereby defeated the feheme; how- 
ever this may refleft on their memories, it ought to (Iraw no fort of odium on the 
projefl; itfelf, which was very well and wifely laid, if it had been as honeftly and wifely 
executed. There was afterwards another grant made of the northern part of this 
country, to Sir David Kirk, from whom the French King bought it, or at lead con- 
traded to give him five ihoufimcl pounds for it ; a very pliyn proof that even the French 
acknowledged the right by which he held it ; and a French nobleman likewife bought, 
many years after that, Sir William Alexander’s property. It may be enquired why 
the crown of England did not interpofe and prevent thefe fales, as might no doubt 
have been done ; and the plain anfwer to this is, that the French protedants being 
principally concerned in ihei’e feid'.nncnts, the crown had a icndernefs for them. 

But Oliver Cromwell font Major Sedgwick to diflodge the French from Port Royal, 
which he did and though the Protedor afterwards confented that a French proprietor 
ftiould enjoy the country, yet it was upon condition that he Ihould make out this right by 
purclvafe from the Earl of Sterling ; which he afterwards did, and then fold if to Sir 
'i’homas Temple, who was both proprietor and governor at the Jledoration : after 
which the y''ronch fettled there again, and remained there in quk't pofTcflion till the 
year 1 690, when they were dipodelTed by Sir William Phips, then governor of New 
England ; but it was afterwards given up again to the French by King William's 
treaty of Rylwick. It is not, however, to be underdood that either King Charles II. 
or King William IIL, by their refpedive treaties with France, gave up the claim of this 
I nation 
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nation to that country, nor did the French fo underftand if, but only permitted that 
poircilion, becaufc, as the circumflances of things then flood, they were unwilling to 
contefl it. In all thefe changes, however, the ifland of Cape Breton followed the fate 
of 1,'ova Scotia, and both continued in the hands of the French till the year 1710, 
when Governor Nicholl'on made himfelf inafter of Poit Royal, which was become a 
place of very great importance in many rel'p. els, more efpecialiy in this, that it gave 
the French an opportunity of difturbiag and diilrefilng our trade to fuch a degree, that 
it was very projtcrly llyled the Dunkit k of America. 

We need not woiuler, therefore, that the takings this place was logkeJ upon as a 
very remarkable fervicc, or that the Oueen fhould beflow her name upon it to fhew 
that l!u' never meant to part with it. Upon the faint' principle, Colonel Nicholl'on, 
upon his return to England, had a commifiion granted him to be governor of Nova 
Scotia and of Annapolis Royal, and commander of all Her Majefty’s forces there and 
in Ncwloundlaiul. W'hile things were in this fuuaiion, a negociation for peace- was 
let on foot, which afterwards prtiduced one that has fince made a great deal of noife, more 
efpecialiy wdth regard to the flipulations therein, in reference to this province ; and 
therefore it is requilite for us to fee what relates to Nova Scotia in the Utrecht treaty, 
the words of which, in the twelfth article, are, “ All Nova Scotia, or Acadia, with all 
ancient boundaries, as alfo the city of Port Royal, now called Annapolis, and all other 
things in thefe parts which depend on laiuls and iflands, together with the dominion, 
property, polfellion of the laid iflands, lands, and all rights whalfoever, by treaties or 
by any other way obtained,” kc. To which the French King added the exclulion of 
the fubjefls of France from lifhing on the coall of Nova Scotia, and within thirty 
leagues, beginning from Cape Sable and firetching along to the Ibuth-wefi: ; there is no 
doubt but this article, as it is worded, contains the refiitution of Cape Breton, which 
ought to have gone along with Nova Scotia, as it had hitherto done j neither is this a 
bare conjeiflure, or my particular notion, but the general fentiinent of fuch as were 
heft acquainted with this affair, and with the negociation tliat concerned it ; which in- 
duced the Oueen, in her indrutlions to the late Duke of Shrewlbury, wdien he went 
ambaflador to France, to declare that flic looked upon Cape Breton to belong to her, 
and reckoned that iflaml a part ot the ancient territory of Nova Scotia. But notwilh- 
flanding this article in the Oueen’s inflrudlons, the French w'cre fufl’ercd to keep Cape 
Breton, but, mofl undoubtedly, this gave them no right to it. 

1 am very far from tliinking that in this cafe, I mean in the cafe of plantations, pof- 
felTion is the only or even the befl right, becaufc fuch a doctrine miglit confer right upon 
pirates. The bell claim of civilized nations, with rc’fptct to new' countries, was always 
allow'cd to be the firfl difeovery. This right is tliat on which is founded our title, 
and very juflly ; for we have certainly difeoveivd all the countries that border on 
Dav is’s Straits, Iludfon’s Bay, and fo forwards to the limits of Georgia ; and tltis 
right being in the crown of England, and inherited with tlic crown of England, could 
never be granted away, yielded to a foreign power, or otherwife trimsferred, without 
the confeiit of parliament ; though the temporary pofTeflion migl'.t. For, in thofe 
treaties by which Acadia was left to France, the crown only flipu’ated not to deprive 
the French of their pofVellien, during the continuance of the peace, but the right flill 
remained in ui;, and mufl always remain in us. 

We have before Ihewn that the French acknowledged this, as appears by the King 
of France’s purchafmg under our title ; nor was it ever ^difputed till tlie treaty of 
Utrecht, that the ifland of Cape Breton belonged to Nova Scotia, nor could it be dif- 

voL. xn. . • 00 puted. 



282 


DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 


puted, becaufe the very charter which eflablifhcd Nova Scotia as a dillin£t province, 
included the ifland of Cape Breton in exprefs words. Wc may add to this, that our 
title to Labrador or New Britain is ue.queftionablc, of which country Nova Scotia was 
a part, till feparated by the charter ; and our claim to Newfoundland has been always 
maintained, as we {liewed in the former feftion : fo that on the whole it may be juftly 
affirmed, that our right to the iflaiid of Cape Breton is as clear and as unqueftionable 
as that of any European nation to any of its Englifh fettlements in America, or elfe- 
^vherc. But if it ffiould be demanded of what ul'e this reafoning is, I anfwer, that 
having now recovered the poffeffion of that ifland to which we had always a right, 
and out of which we were cheated at the treaty of Utrecht, the French have no colour 
to demand the reftitution of it ; nor is the cafe the fame now that it was when King 
Charles II. concluded his treaty in 1666, when King William concluded the treaty 
of Ryfwick, in 1697, or when the treaty of Utrecht wa:^ made by Queen Anne, in 
1712. 

14. We gave a large account, in the former feflion, of the attempt made by that 
great man and good patriot Sir Walter Raleigh, to eftablilh an Engliffi plantation in 
Guiana ; and of his lending, after his return to England, a Ihip to profecute that dif- 
covery ; of which fecond voyage wc have likewife a long account, publiflied by Cap- 
tain Keymifli : but this delign met with continual interruptions ; or otherwife, Sir 
Walter himfelf tells us in his Apology, there had been, before the death of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, a fufficient number of Englilh fettled in that part of the world to have fecured 
the pofleffion of it for ever to this crown and nation. The very next year after Sir 
Walter’s return, he was employed in the expedition to Cadiz : the two following 
years, his time was taken up in that which was called the Ifland Voyage. Then the 
great rebellion broke out in Ireland, which rendered Queen Elizabeth unwilling to 
encourage any private expeditions that required a confiderable force ; and this rebellion 
laded till the Queen’s death. Immediately after this, Sir Walter himfelf was im- 
prifoned, and fo continued for many years. Which very fairly accounts for this noble 
defign remaining fo long unpurfued. 

But things delayed are not always lod : the defirc of fettling Guiana revived in a 
few years after peace was redored ; and, as I do not know it has ever yet been done, 
1 fliall give a fuccinfl: account of the feveral attempts made to carry this defign into 
execution, to the time they were wholly given over, and the fmall intered we had in 
that part of the world furrendereu up to the Dutch. In the year 1604, Captain Charles 
Leig 1 undertook a voyage to Gqiana, at his own and his brother Sir Olive Leigh’s 
charge : he had a bark of about fifty tons, called the Olive-Plant ; and his company, 
about forty-fix men and boys. They failed from Woolwich the 2 id of March, with 
a defign to make a more complete difeovery of the country of Guiana than had been 
yet done, and to fix an Englilh colony there. On the 2 2d of May they came into the 
river of Wyapoco, in the latitude of 8 degrees go minutes to the north of the line, 
and the town of Wyapoco, which lies on the coad of Guiana, was the place in which 
they intended to take up their abode. Here the captain came to an»agrecraent with 
the inhabitants, who received him very kindly, that they Ihould allow him a good fpace 
of ground, and fome houfes for the prefent ; in conlideration of which he was to affift 
them againd their inveterate enemies the Caribbees, who greatly didreffed them. 

This agreement was made by means of two of the natives of Guiana who had been 
in England and could fpcak. fome Englilh ; and for the better fecurity of performance 
on the part of the favages, they confented to give five of their body, among whom 
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were two perfons of note, as pledges to be fent to England. Their firft fettlement 
was on part of the mountain that lies on the weft fide 01 the entrance of the river, to 
which they gave the name bf Mount Howard.. The captain might have lived here 
a very quiet life, and been very ufeful to his country too, had he not had a mutinous 
and difeontented company. 'I'hc next year after, he fent his fhip to England, in the 
month'of June, for frelh fupplics of fuch things as he wanted, retaining thirty-five of 
his men and boys with him, to fettle his fmall village, and thereby fet this colony upex’ 
a better footing than it had till then been. They had fomc trade with the natives, 
well round about their fettlement, as farther up the river ; and the chi«f merchandizes 
they obtained were wax, fine white feathers, tobacco, parrots, monkeys, green and 
black, cotton-yarn, and wool, fweet gums, red pepper, fpleen and mafatc Hones ; with 
fcveral forts of wood, roots, and berries, partly for medicine, and partly for dyeing ; 
but the flux, and other diftempers, carried olF a good number of the company ; and 
the captain being feized with it himfelf juft as he wa'' going on board for England, to 
fetch a complete loading of fuch things as were needful for his colony, died of it. It 
was by this unhappy ftroke the whole undertaking w'as quaflied, and every one fliifted 
for himfelf ; fome returned to England in their own veffel, others in a French lltip, 
and others in two Dutch (hips, very much to the regret of the Indians, and to the 
no fmall lofs of Sir Olive Leigh, and detriment of the Engliflt nation. 

Sir Olive Leigh refolving to fupport his brother in the eftablifhment of his colony 
at Guiana, before he had any account of his fuccefs, fitted out another fhip called the 
Olive-BloflTom, under Captain Catalin and Captain St. John, to carry him a frefli fupply 
of men and neceflarics. 'I'he fhip fet out from Woolwich for Wyapoco, the 14th of 
April, 1605; but, between contrary winds and currents, by the unlkilfulnefs of the 
mafter, Mr. Richard Chambers, they w'ere put fo far to the leeward, that they defpaired 
of ever recovering their intended port in any due time ; and therefore they put in 
firft at Barbadoes, and afterwards at the ifland of St. Lucia, defigning from thence to 
return to England : however, examining their ftores of provifions, and finding not near 
enough to ferve fo large a company as they w^erc for fo long a voyage, Captain St. John 
himfelf, with fcveral ol the paffengers, to the number of fixty-feven, rcfolved rather to 
ftay, and take the^r lot upon that ifland, than to run the hazard of their being ftarved 
at fca. 

They foon made an acquaintance with the Indians, who furnifhed them, in exchange 
for trifles, with roots, fruits, and fome fowls ; and they every night had an opportunity, 
with very little trouble, of taking delicate tortoifes upon the fands ; fo that they were 
in no want of food. They lived five or fix weeks in little huts, or houfes which they 
had built, without making any excurfions into the country ; but the captain feeing one 
day certain plates of metal upon the arms of fome of the Indians, and being informed 
by one Brown, a refiner in their company, that they were at leaft three parts gold ; and 
enquiring of the Indians from whence they had it, they pointed to a very high moun- 
tain, in the north-weft part of the ifland. Upon this, the captain himfelf, with feveral 
of the chief of ]iis men, went in queft of this golden mountain, the reft being ap- 
pointed to keep guard at home, and aflTured they would return in a week’s time. 
When this part of the company was gone, the other cxpedlcd the Indians would have 
brought them^provifion as they ufed to do ; but they heard nothing of them for three 
days together. They had, it feemed, obferved when the captain went, followed him, 
and moft barbaroufly cut him off with his whole company. 

They were now intent upon making the fame difpatch or their companions, and to 
this end had got one Augramart, a defperate favage, and captain of the ifland of 
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St. Vincent, to head them in this enterprize. To cover their defign, however, they 
carn^ it fair to them, and vifited them frequently ; till one day Augramart, having 
dined with them, would have the Englifti go with him to his quarters ; where he pro- 
mifed to fumilh them with whatever provifions they wanted. Mr. St.John, with feven- 
teen others, accepted of the invitation ; but inftead of carrying them to their quarters, 
they led them into an ambufli of five hundred favages ; where, being furrounde'd, and 
attacked on every fide»with vollics of arrows, after doing all that men could do in 
• <;heir own defence, they were overpowered, and all llain but one John Nichols, who 
'made his efcape from this bloody flaughter, and was forced to hide himfelf in a w’ood, 
then fwimming a lake, and fo with great dilliculty returned ‘home, juft time enough 
to give his companions the alarm ; for it was not long before they appeared before 
their houfes ; yet letting fly their fmall pieces of ordnance they quickly marched otF 
again. In two or three days time they returned, to the number of thirteen or four- 
teen hundred men ; who, after having aitackeil their little fort and houfes for foven 
days together, witli little fuccefs, thought of throwing in fire w'ith their arrows, which 
in a fliort time reduced the habitations of the I'lnglilh, and all they had, to a heap of 
allies. They continued, however, to defend thcmlelvcs in fo brave a manner, that the 
Indians, feeing they could not accomplilh their delign againft this handful of men, 
refolved at lalt to a.bandon the enterprize. 

After their departure, fome of the neighbouring favages were prevailed upon, for a 
reward of hatchets, knives, and beads, to furnilh them with an old pitiful boat ; this 
they fitted up as well as they could, and nineteen of them, the miferable remains of 
fixty-eight, of which twelve were wounded, ventured out to fea in her, without chart 
or compafs, and having only four or five gallons of water, with a few plantains and 
potatoes, about twenty bifeuits, and a little rice ; and what was worfe than all the reft, 
not one mariner among them. In this little boat they were fo overladen ihat her 
gunnel lay almoft even with the water : they lived at fca ten days, four of them being 
obliged by turns to keep fcooping of the water. The tenth day, when all hopes began 
to fail them, they difeovered land ; but when they came upon it the land proved to 
be an uninhabited ifland, which afforded no manner of fuftenance. In this miferable 
ftate they had no remedy, but to repair their boat again as well as tliey could, and to 
fend five of their men to the continent to feek relief. After many difficulties thefe 
men came to an Indian town on the continent, called I'ocoyo ; from whence, after 
fifteen days abfence, they carried fuccour to their miferable companions. U'hey were 
now 1 educed to thirteen, who got^togelher to a Spanifh town, called Coro, where they 
were treated with great humanity ; two more of them died ; three of them went from 
thence to Carthagena, and were followed thither by two more; where they procured 
a paffage to Spain ; but what became of tiie reft does not any where appear. 

One would have imagined, that fuch a feries of misfortunes as had attended the 
attempts made for eftablifhing this fettlement, would have v/orn out all defire of running 
further hazards ; but fuch was the credit of Sir Waller Raleigh, fuch the fettled 
opinion of the vaft riches to be found in this part of America, and fuoJh the remains of 
thatfpirit which prevailed through the whole nation in the time of* Queen Elizabeth, 
that in the year 1 609, a new attempt was made, at a much greater cxpence than the 
former, with the participation, at leaft, if not under the influeqca of Sir Walter Raleigh. 
I’his voyage was performed under the diredion and command of Robert Harcourt, of 
Stanton-Harcourt, in the county of Oxford, efquire ; and the veflels employed in it 
were, the Rofe, a fhip of eighty tons ; the Patience, a fliip of fix-and-thirty tons ; and 
the Lilly fhallop, of nine tons. They let fail from Dartmouth the zgtjh of March, and 
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arrived the 17th of May in the Bay of Wyapoco. It was not long before leveral 
canoes of Indians came to fee. what they were ; and finding they were Englifh, calne 
on board them without any fear or ceremony : fuch an advantageous idea had Sir Walter 
Raleigh by his courteous behaviour imprinted in them of the Engliih nation. 

Thcfe people, who were very forward and ready to traffic with the Engliih, were of 
the town called Caripo, on the eaft fide of the hill, at the mouth of Wyapoco River. 
Their king, or chief, who had been many years in England, was then with Mr. Har- 
court, and another of his countrymen came paffenger with him, though he had not 
difcovered his quality, till the joy of his fubjefts at the fight of him made; him known. 
Among the Indians w'ho came firft on board was one who fpoke the Engliih tongue 
perfcftly well, and was known to fome of the lliip’s companies, having ferved Sir John 
Gilbert in England many years ; and the Indian who accompanied the king or chief, 
having been fourteen years in England j thefe two were of fingular fervice to the 
adventurers. 

The firft ceremonies being paft, Mr. Harcourt acquainted them that the occafion of 
his coming among them was to fettle a colony there, and to take poll'effion of the 
country for the King of England, by virtue of their grant of it to Captain Leigh, and 
by fome of their countrymen before to Sir Walter Raleigh ; alluring them at the fame 
time, that His Majefty intended no unjuft ufurpation over them, nor to treat them in any 
way like Haves and vall'als ; but only to be their friend and protector, and to deliver 
them from the inlolcncies and oppreffions of the Caribbees. After fome debate the 
Indians gave their confent that they might live among them, and promifed to furnilh 
them with houfes, and all other neceiraries, as far as they were able ; but could not 
forbear expreffing fome diffidence in their performing their promifes, fince Sir Walter 
Raleigh had been fo dilatory in accomplilhing thole he made them. 

This being done they all went afhore, where they met the belt reception the Indians 
could give them ; and w'ere difperfed up and down the town, on the fide of a hill, 
while their Ihips rode at anchor at the foot of it. I’he great rains, which confined them 
near a month, being over, the captain fet himfclf to difeover the Golden MountainSj 
which had been the fpurs to this undertaking ; but their guide, v'ho had promifed fuch 
great things, failed in the performance of them and either had wilfully deceived them, 
or had been deceived himfelf; for when he came to the fpot he had built his hopes 
upon, nothing was to be found : and yet they were convinced the country afforded 
gold, as well by the affurances given them by the natives, who Ihewed them certain 
Images, which upon an efl'ay appeared to contain at leaft one-third gold, as by ocular 
denionftration of great quantities of tlie white fpar in which the gold is contained, and 
which they found to hold both gold and lilver ; but they had reafon to believe thefe 
mines were too far up in the higher parts of Guiana, and perhaps too ftrongly guarded 
for them to hope they fliould be able to reach them. And, befides, they had then 
neither time nor power to fearch in the manner requifite for finding thefe mines. 

This difappointment had like to have excited a mutiny among thofe who came out 
with no other view than to tumble at once into riches ; but the captain, with great 
prudence and with ng lefs condudf, prevented its running fuch a length ; and to keep 
them employed, not t)uly went himfelf up the river of Wyapoco upon difeovery, but 
font his brother with Ibme others (jn the fame errand to the river Arrawary, and the 
country bordering upon it, which adjoins to the river of Amazons. He went alfo and 
took poffeffion of the mountain Gomoribo, which is the utmoft point of land to the 
northward in the Wyapoco. This he did, according to cuftom, by the ceremony of Twig 
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and Turf, in the prefeftce both of his own people and the Indians. After poffeffion 
taken, the mountain was delivered over to an Indian, to hold and poflefs the fame for 
himfelf and his heirs, of His Majefl,y .Tames King of England, paying the yearly duty 
of a tenth part of the tobacco, cotton, wood, annotto, and all other commodities 
growing within the limits of the fame. The attempt of the captain’s brother, and 
Captain Harvey, in difeovery of the River Arrawary, was attended with gfeat diffi- 
culties and hazards ; for the length they run by fea to this river was near one hundred 
^ leagues, through terrible breaks of flats and fhoals. They went likewife fifty leagues 
up the river^ and all this only with flat-bottomed canoes, fomething longer than the 
common Thames wherries, but not fo broad. 

The Indians they met with in this river plainly difeovered they had never feen any 
Europeans before. Ic was long before they could be brought to any fort of trade or 
converfation with them, though they had other Indians in their company : but at lafl: 
the fight of their toys wrought upon them, and induced them to exchange for pro- 
vifions ; a want of which however at laft obliged them to return to Wyapoco. They 
took pofleffion nevcrthclcfs of the country in form, as Mr. Harcourt had done of 
Gomoribo. Not long after this, Mr. Harcourt was obliged to return for England, 
purely for fear of wanting calks to contain fufficient beer and water for the voyage, 
the mailer having.negicdled to have his calks iron-bound before their departure, which 
occafioned many of them to burll their hoops in that hot country. 

Mr. Harcourt left his brother to command in chief in his abfence, to whom Captain 
Harvey was joined as afllftant, and Mr. GiflFord as his lieutenant, and with them he left 
fifty or fixty of his men. He departed the 1 8th of Augull } and Mr. Harcourt, in 
his way homewards, made feveral difeoveries upon the coalt, and in fome of the rivers ; 
returned to Ireland the spih of November; and came from thence to England. Being 
come to London, by the favour of Prince Henry, he obtained a large patent for all that 
coall, called Guiana, together with the famous River of Amazons, to him and his 
heirs : but he was involved in fo many troubles, that he was not able to fupply his 
colony, and only fent over fome few people, with eighteen Dutchmen, but to little 
purpofe. Captain Harcourt, however, kept polTcirion of that part of the country in 
which he was fettled for full three years, in all which time he loll but fix of his people. 

The reader will oblerve, that we have now brought down the hillory of our expe- 
ditions to Guiana from 1595 to 1612, which is within five years of Sir Walter 
Raleigh’s lall embarkation. It it however certain, that fome other voyages had been 
made to this country ; for Sir Walter Raleigh, in his apology, fays, that the Spaniards 
at St. Thomas’s had, fome years before his lall attempt, murdered many Englilh, under 
pretence of trading with them, and fome of thofe who were thus murdered he mentions 
by name. He had fuffered a very long imprifonment in the Tower of London, when, 
by the help of many friends, and perhaps by the laying out of a great deal of money, 
he procured his liberty, and therewith a commiffion to execute his lall expedition to 
Guiana. In order to this, he turned into money the bell part of his own fortune, 
which he employed in fitting out Ihips for this fervice. He engaged tjiany of his bell 
friends to do the fame ; and embarked feveral of them, and his oVn eldell fon, on 
board the fleet ; and all this from a perfuafion that the country he was going to was 
very rich in gold, and if they could gain pofleffion of it, would ipake all their 
fortunes. 

The famous Count Gondomar, who was then the Spanilh AmbalTador here, and, as 
all the world knows, had a great influence over King James, did all that lay in his 
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power to hinder this expedition ; and as he did not fucceed therein, it very plainly 
proves that King James did not credit what he fuggefted to the prejudice of Sir Walter 
Raleigh. And indeed, what he gave out upon this fubjeft, of Sir Walter’s having no 
intention to make either difeovery or fctllement, but merely to engage in a piratical 
attempt upon the Spaiiilh colonies in America, was abfurd and ridiculous, fince no man 
had ever, a meaner opinion of fuch exploits, or had fo fully expofed the folly of hoping 
for great riches from the plunder of Spanifh towns than Sir Walter had done. Butin 
all probability the Spanifh minifter had not fo much in view the making thefe fug-' 
geftions of his pafs for truth, as obtaining, by this means, under colour of refuting , 
this charge, a diftinfl account of Sir Walter’s true defign, and of the forte with which 
he was to undertake it ; in which he had but too great fuccefs ; for Sir Walter giving 
the King a fhort but true fcheme of what he intended, that very paper was delivered 
to the Spanifh ambaffador, and found its way to Guiana long before Sir Walter 
Raleigh. 

The commiflion granted to this excellent man was very full, and free from limita- 
tions, which has been generally underllood to be defigned to his prejudice. But I 
mufl confefs I fee no reafon for that opinion. On the contrary, I am perfuaded that 
Sir Walter himfelf was well fatisfied with his commiflion; and that in refpeft to the 
law of the land, and the law of nations, it fully juftified the defign he went upon, and 
all that followed in the execution of it. Certain it is that the contents of his commif- 
fion were no fecrets, fince by publifhing them, he brought numbers at home and abroad 
to fubferibe large fums towards the fupport of his undertaking ; which he could never 
have done if the form or words of that commiflion had been liable to exception. It 
was feven months after his commiflion was granted before his fleet was in condition to 
put to fea. 

As to the ftrength of this fleet, it is clear from a furvey taken by the order of the 
Earl of Nottingham, then lord high-admiral, that it confifted of feven fail, of feveral 
fizes. It appears that the firft of them, or admiral, a fine fhip, built by Raleigh him- 
felf, was named the Deftiny, of four hundred and forty tons, and thirty-fix pieces or 
more of ordnance. Sir Walter Raleigh general, and his fon Walter captain, befides two 
hundred men, whereof fourfeore were gentlemen volunteers and adventurers, moft of 
them Sir Walter’s relations ; which number was afterwards encreafed. Second, the 
Jafon of London, two hundred and forty tons, and twenty-five pieces of ordnance. 
Captain John Pennington vice-admiral, eighty men, one gentleman, and no more. 
Third, the Encounter, one hundred and fixty tons, feventeen pieces of ordnance, 
Edward Haftings captain (no men more except the niafter mentioned) ; but he dying 
in the Indies, was fucceeded in the command by Captain Whitney. Fourth, the 
Thunder, one hundred and fifty tons, twenty pieces of ordnance. Sir Warham Sentlegor 
captain, fix gentlemen, fixty foldiers, ten landmen. Fifth, the Flying-Joan, one 
hundred and twenty tons, fourteen pieces of ordnance, John Chidley captain, twenty- 
five men. Sixth, the Southampton, eighty tons, and fix pieces of ordnance, John 
Bayley captain, twenty-five mariners, two gentlemen. Seventh, the Page, a pinnace, 
twenty-five tons, three rabnets of brafs, James Barker captain, and eight Tailors. But 
before Raleigh left tile coaft of England, he was joined by as many (hips more ; fo that 
this whole fleet confifted of thirteen fail, befides his own fhip. 

But for this* remaining part of his fleet he waited long, and it had been better if he 
had left them behind, for they proved a burthen to him, and fome of them deferted 
the expedition. It was the beginning of July before he leffthe coaft of England, and 
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meeting with a ftorm, was obliged to put into Cork, from whence he failed on the 
1 9th of Auguft following, lie proceeded from thence to the Canaries, where, though 
Jnfultcd by the Spaniards, he coraniitted no hoftilities ; ‘but, on the contrary, behaved 
fo well that he obtained a certificate thereof from the governor. After this his fliips 
grew very fickly ; and before he arrived at Trinidada, he had loft many of his men, 
and was himiblf dangeroully ill. In this w'eak and low condition they arrived at the 
north cajx* of Wyapoco on the nth of November. 

'I’he firft thing he did after his arrival was, to endeavour to find out Leonard the 
^ Indian, who had been in England three or four years with him, but was removed fo 
far up into the country there was no procuring him ; therefore he ftood away for 
■Caliana, on the coaft of Guiana, at the firft difeovery called Port-Howard, where the 
cazique was alfo his fervant, and had lived with him in the Tower of London two 
years. There he arrived in a day or two, having pafled the ifland noted for its multitude 
of birds and filk-bearing trees ; and from ihcncc font for his fervant, Harry the Indian, 
who with other caziques came and brought him great ftore of caffavi-bread, and roafted 
mullets, with plantains, pines, and piftachios. But Raleigh ventured not to eat of the 
pines, which tempted him exceedingly, till after a day or two’s airing on the ftiore, in a 
tent which was there pitched for him. Then he alfo eat fome armadillo and a *111110 
pork, and begun to gather ftrength. Here he alfo landed his fick men, and recovered 
many ; and here he buried Captain Edward Ilaftings, (the Lord Huntingdon’s brother) 
who died ten days, or more, before*, and with him his ferjeant-major Hart, and Captain 
Henry Snedale, the charge of whofe fhip Raleigh gave to his fervant Captain Robert 
Smith of Cornwall. Here he alfo fet up his barges and ftiallops, which they brought 
from England in quarters, cleanfed his flrip, trimmed up his calks and fupplied them 
with water, fixed up a forge, and made fuch iron works as they wanted. Thus on that 
Ihore and this river they employed and refrelhed themfelves for about three weeks, 
during which time Raleigh was very much carefled by the Indians, of his old 
acquaintance aforefaid, and other natives of this place, who furnilhed him daily with the 
beft provifions that the country yielded, and offered him all kind of obedience, *even to 
the making him their Sovereign Prince and Ruler, if he would abide and fettle among 
them; fo frclh continued his memory, and fuch impreflions of honuvgc and refpebt had 
his lormer behaviour ftill left upon them; which oiler, he mentions with the greateft 
modefty and indifference, in the difpatch he fent loon af ter this to England. 

On the 4th of December they left niis river, and on the 5th came to the Triangle 
Iflands, where Ralcigli’s fliip ran on fliorc, and was with difficulty got off". Here they 
lield a council to coiifider what they Ihould do next, and as Sir \\kalter was extremely 
ill, and it was found impoffiblc to carry the larger Ihips any higher, it was refolved 
that the five finallcr veffels, with as many companies of loot, of fitly men each, lliould 
enter the river. According to this determination the fleet was divided ; that is to 
fay. Captain Whitney, in the Encounter ; Woolallon, in the Confidence ; King, in the 
Supply ; Smith, in a prick ; and Hall, in a caravel. The companies had for their 
leaders Captain Charles Parker and Captain North (brothers to the Lord Mounteagle 
and the Lord North), young Raleigh, Captain Thornhurft of Kent, Captain Pen- 
nington’s Lieutenant, who feems to be another Hall, and Captain Chidley’s lieutenant, 
Prideaux. Sir Warham St. Legar, Raleigh’s lieutenant, who had the charge of thefe 
companies, fell fick at Caliana, fo it was conferred on George Raleigh, Sir Walter’s 
pephew, who had ferved with great commendation in the Low Countries ; and Captain 
|Ceymilh had the chief charge for their landing within the river; but Keytnilh having 
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laid down the plan of his intended attempt upon the mine, and undertaking to difcover 
it with fix 'or eight perfons in Sir John Feme’s fhallop; Raleigh, upon confideration, 
difliked that method of procedure, determined t® alter it, and therefore gave him his 
inftrudbions to go to the mine, bring him a fample, and avoid fighting the Spaniards if 
poffible. 

With thefe inftruftions thofe five fhips fct forward, parting from Raleigh and the 
reft of the fleet at the iflands aforefaid, with a month’s provifion, on the i oth of Decem- 
ber. But when they foitnd a new Spanifli town, called St. Thomas, confilting of about 
one hundred and forty houfes, though llightly built, with a chapel, a c()nvent of Fran- 
cifcans, and a garrifon, ereflied on the main channel of Oronoco, about twenty miles 
diftant from the place ; where Antonio Berreo, the governor, taken by Raleigh in his 
firfl; difcovery and conqueft here, endeavoured to plant ; Keymifli and the reft, thought 
themfelves obliged, through fear of leaving the enemy between them and the boats, to 
deviate from their inftruftions, which enjoined them firft to take a fmall party to make 
trial of the mine, under a fhelter of their own camp, and then to deal with the town as 
it Ihould give caufe ; fo they concluded to land in one body and encamp between the 
mine and the town, whereby they themfelves were nothing ftrongcr, their boats were 
as rhuch expofed, and the mine left untried, contrary to Raleigh’s order. 

For about three weeks after their departure, landing by night nearer the town, it 
feems, than they fufpefted, and meaning to reft themfelves by the river-fide till the 
morning, they were, in the night time, fet upon by the Spanifli troops, apprized of 
their coming. This charge was fo unexpeflied, and ftrock the common foldiers with 
inch amazement, that had not the captains and fome other valiant gentlemen made a 
head, and animated the reft, they had all been cut to pieces : But the reft, by their 
example, foon rallying, made fuch a vigorous defence againft the Spaniards, that they 
drove them to a retreat j till, in the warmth of their purfuit, the Englifli found them- 
felves at the Spanifli town before they knew where they were. Here the battle was 
renewed, being aflaulted by the governor himfelf, Don Diego Palameca, and four or 
five captains at the head of their companies ; againft whom Captain Walter Raleigh, 
a brave and fprightly young man, now twenty-three years of age, not waiting for the 
mufketeers, rufhe’d foremoft at the head of a company of pikes, and, having killed one 
of the Spanifli captains, was mortally wounded by another ; but preflTmg ftill on with 
his fword upon Erinetta, probably the captain who had fhot him, this Spaniard, with 
the butt end of his mufket, felled him down to the ground ; and after thefe words, 
“ Lord have mercy upon me, and profper your enterprize,” young Raleigh fpoke no 
more : Hereupon John Pleflington, his ferjeant, thruft the Spanifli captain through 
with his halbert. Two commanders more of the Spimiards were flain, one by John of 
Morocco, anotlier of young Raleigh’s company ; and laftly the governor himfelf alfo 
loft his life in the engagement, which happened, as Cambden informs us, upon the 
ad of January. 

The leaders being all thus difpatched, and many of their foldiers, the reft difperfed ; 
fome took fhelter about the market place, from whence they killed and wounded the 
Englifli at pleafurej fp as they faw no way left to be fiife but by burning the town down 
about their ears, and driving them into the woods and mountains, whence they ftill 
kept the Englifli waking in perpetual alarms ; others were more careful to defend their 
pafTages to their mines, of which they had three or four not far diftant, than they had 
been to defend the tgwn. Captain Keymifli found the pafTages, leading to the mine he 
had in his eye, very difficult, and the rivers fo low, that he could not approach the 
banks, in moft places nearthfe mine, by a milej and where he found anafeeot, a volley 
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pf mufkets came from the woods, and at one time flew two of the rowers, hurt fiic. 
others, and wounded Captain Thornhurft in the head. Keyraifli feeing fo much hazard 
in attempting to find the mine, the.paflfage to it being' full of thick and unpaflable 
woods ; and thinking the Englifli, who were left at St. Thomas's, would not be able 
to defend it, cfpecially if the enemy fliould be recruited, the country being all in alarm, 
he gave over th(; enterprize and returned. Befides the difficulty of finding the mine, 
he pretended, that if he had found it, he had not a man to work it ; and, being a 
great way up in the land, men would have been got thither with great danger and dif- 
ficulty ; but tl]is fliould have been thought of before, and it was ill advifed to take fo 
much pains, and run fo much hazard, to get and poflefs that, which when they had it 
they could not make ufe of ; fo that which Keymifli pleaded, when he returned, for an 
excufe, reflefted upon him as a great mifeaniage. 

Sir Walter very much blamed him for it, and, among other things, told him if he 
had but brought one hundred weight of the ore, though with the lofs of one hundred 
men, it would have given the king fatisfachion, and preferved his reputation; and 
befides, would have given the nation encouragement to have returned the next year 
with a greater force, and have held the country for his majelly, to whom it belonged. 
As foon as they returned to St. Thomas’s, the Englifli pillagccl the town, carried ePway 
the belt and moft portable things, and the enemy not daring to appear for the redemp- 
tion of it, they fet it on fire, leaving behind them an infinite mafs of treafure, whicli, 
either for want of knowledge or power, they could not attain. Sir Walter, upon the 
news of his fon’s death, and Keymifli’s return, finding himfelf difappointed thereby of 
his hopes, was perplexed to the very foul, and threatened Keymifli with the king’s 
indignation, telling him he had undone him, and wounded his credit with his majelty 
pall recovery. This had fuch an elTcd; upon him, that it threw him into defpair, and 
a few days after he made away with himfelf. Some fay he retired immediately into 
his cabin and Ihot himfelf, with a iiiftol, into the body ; but that being too flow for h’s 
fury, defperately thrufl: a large knife into the fame wound up to the haft. 

Thefe accounts may be laid both to be true, for, after Sir Walter’s firft reproof, he 
went away difeontented, and continued fo fcveral days. He came then a fecond time 
with his cxcufes, and fliewed him a letter which he had written to the' Earl of Arundel, 
in his own jullification, praying Sir Walter to allow of his reafons, which he refufing, 
and telling him he woidd not favour or colour his folly ; 'upon that he retired into his 
cabin, and immediately comniitted the facl. The defign being thus defeated, the fliips 
leaky, victuals failing, and, above all, having mifled tliofe golden fliowers they gaped 
after, fome of the men began to mutiny againfl; their general, while others were for 
him ; fome would have him go home, others ftay ; the major part forced him not to 
go home, but with their confent, and yet his Ihips flipped away one after another, till 
from ten they were reduced to four, and thofe on board would do jull what they lift j 
fome would go to Italy, fome for France, and fome few for England. When they 
arrived at Kinfalein Ireland, Sir Walter, it is pretended, would have perfuaded them 
to go with him to France ; but inftcad of liftening to this propofal they carried him, 
againft his will, to Plymouth, where he wasarrefted by Sir Lewis Stlikely hiskinfman, 
by the king’s order, and conveyed to the tower of London. 

All" the world knows what followed afterwards, when, under colour pf his former 
judgnfent. Sir Walter was put to death on the 29th of Odfober i6i8 ; an action fo 
black and bafe, fo mean, fo unworthy of a government, and fo utterly inexcufable, that 
one really wants words to expref.; the foulnefs of the aftion ; but %ith regard to the 
caufeofhis death, or rather with rcfpect to the manner of it, I differ fomewhatin my 

judgioent 



OP T»E ENGLtStt m AJfEltICA. 


&9I 


judgment from moft of thofe who have written about it ; and therefore I fhall take the 
liberty of explaining myfelf jupon it, in as few words as I can. It is very certain that 
King James was vei7 well fatisfied that the firft judgment againft Sir Walter Raleigh, s^t 
Winchefter, was very ill founded ; and of this Raleigh himfelf was fo fenfible that he 
neglefted obtaining a pardon before he left England, which he might have obtained for 
700 1 . When he came back it was refolved to facrifice him to the Spanifh match, to 
the fears of King James, and the jealoufies of his minifters ; and in order to this, with* 
out doubt, itwasintencledanew profccution Ihould commence; and in that cafe there 
is the grcatefl: reafon iu the world to believe no jury would have found lam guilty ; but 
Sir Walter Raleigh, from an eagernefs to defend himfelf, wrote an apology, in which 
he moft clearly proved that Guiana belonged to the crown of England ; that his going 
thither was no breach of treaty ; that the Spaniards in America always behaved towards 
the Englifh as enemies, and confequently ought not to be confidered as allies ; that his 
whole defign was betrayed to them from the beginning, which occafioned their fending 
forces into thofe parts, and all the blood-fhed that afterwards happened ; that even in 
refpedl to this the Spaniards were aggreffors ; and that, throughout the whole expe- 
dition, he had done nothing but what he was warranted to do by his commiflion. This 
it was that drove the miniftry from their firft purpofe, and forced them upon that mea- 
fure, which they afterwards took, of calling him down to his fonher judgment, con- 
trary to law, reafon, juftice, and the king's own fenfe of the thing, as he afterward* 
teftified under his hand. 

But, however, though by this barbarous meafure our great difeoverer loft his head, 
yet the title of the crown of England to his difeovery remained abfolutely unimpeached, 
as appears clearly by King James’s granting a new commiflion to Captain Roger North 
for fettling in Guiana a year after Raleigh’s death ; which, however, he afterwards 
recalled by a proclamation, and fent the Lord North, who was at the expence of that 
expedition, to the fleet, for making too much difpatch in it. Such a fluftuation of 
councils there muft always be, where a foreign intereft is regarded, as the cafe was 
then, when the politics of Britain were dictated by Spain. Yet even this did not put 
an end, to all thoughts of maintaining the rights of the crown of England to this valu- 
able country, where the people ftill remembered and enquired after Sir Walter wJien he 
had been many years in his grave. 

The accounts we have, however, of thefe expeditions, are fo imperfeft, that we 
can fay very little with certainty till after the Reftoration ; when the Lord Willoughby, 
who was governor of Barbadoes, obtained a grant from King Charles II. of this coun- 
try, and aftually made a confiderable fettlement on the river of Surinam, where they 
might have continued much longer than they did if it had not been for their own indif- 
cretion : for when the firft Dutch war broke out, in which the French took part with 
the Republic againft us, both thefe nations would have confented to a neutrality in tholb 
parts ; but our people were bent upon a war which turned to their ruin : for the coaft 
of Guiana, from Cape Orange to near the river Oronoco, was, about the year 1666, 
poflefTed by thfee.European nations ; the Dutch were about the river Aproague ; the 
French had the ifland of Cayenne, and the rivers of Ovia, Corrou, and Sinamary ; 
this laft is about twenty-five leagues north-weft frqm Cayenne, and fifty-three eaft from 
Surinam ; aird the Englifh had a fmall colony and redoubt on the river Maronny ; their 
chief fettleniCnt being then at Surinam river, which is fo good and deep that Ihips of 
three hundred tons run twenty leagues up it. The Zealaaders were poflefTed of the 
river Berbiche, and had r^pulfed the Englilh, who attacked them there, with cori- 
fiderable lofs. • 
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The fame year, 1666, the States of Zealand being provoked at the Englilh having 
invaded and taken from them all the lands they had been pofleffed of in America except 
the river Berbiche, fent thither Commodore Greiflen, witli four men of war and three 
hundred men to attack Surinam. He failed from Zealand at the latter end of January ; 
arrived at Cayenne in March ; went thence for Surinam ; failed up the river under 
Eiiglilh colours, and came to the fiu't of Paramorbo, three leagues up the river,' with- 
out being taken for an enemy ; but being difcovered there for want of fignals, the fort 
began to fire on his fhips, which he anfwered with broadfides from all the veffels, and 
immediately landed his forces. The Englilh, who had lived long in profound fecurity, 
foimd themfelvcs too weak, and the fort in no polturc of defence on the land-fide, and 
their habitations being difperfed along the river for thirty leagues up, the fort could not 
be fuccoured but by water, where the Zealanders were mafters : upon which confider- 
ation they furrendered it, capitulating for the inhabitants of thejiver of Surinam and thofe 
of Kamomioque ; ftipulating that all thofe who lliould take the oath of fidelity to the States 
of Zealand fhould enjoy their eftates peaceably ; the habitations of Inch as abfented 
themfelves, and thofe belonging to the Lord Willoughby, fhould be forfeited to the 
faid States ; all foreigners who had no eftates there fhould remain prifoners of war ; 
and all the F.nglifh to be obliged to deliver up their arms. When the capitulation was 
executed, Creiffen put aboard a fly-boat he had taken in the river, the moft valuable 
part of the booty he found in the places that were confifeated, and the prifoners aboard 
a man of war ; and after caufing the fort to be repaired and put into a pofture of defence, 
and leaving it in the hands of Sieur dc Rome with one hundred and fifty men, he failed 
for the iflands. 

Afterwards, when the peace was made at Breda, it was agreed that the Dutch fhould 
keep Surinam, and that in return we fhould keep New York, which was then called 
the New Netherlands. Thus we have traced this point fairly, from beginning to 
ending ; from the firft fcttlcment, nay from the very firft thoughts of a fettlement, to 
the giving up of all the fettlements we then had, and which might be ftyled the legacy 
of Raleigh to this nation, into the hands of the Dutch. It may not be amifs, however, 
before I quit the fubjeft, to obferve that the Dutch have fucceeded very happily in a 
plantation that was not very beneficial to us ; and that if ever we fhoufd be inclined to 
try our fortunes again upon this coaft, for without queftion our ceflion of Surinam does 
not preclude us from vifiting the reft of Guyana ; if this, I fay, fhould ever be attempted, 
it muft be either by the South Sea Company or under their licence, fince all this great 
country, as well as many other valuable places, lie within their charter, which covers 
them 6-om all the reft of this nation, and leaves them open only to all the world 
befides. 

15. We are now to pafs to the mother-colony of that which we mentioned laft, the 
famous ifland of Barbadoes, which may be juftly efteemed the faireft, beft peopled, 
and beft cultivated fpot of ground, not in America only, but in the whole known 
world ; when or by whom it was firft difcovered is a point not eafily fettled, and, in 
my judgment cannot be determined at all farther than by conjecture. The Portuguefe 
were certauily the firft difeoverers of Brazil, and it is not very proba.ble that they fhould 
make many voyages thither, or at leaft fhould eftablifh a regular commerce with that 
countrjl*' without falling in with this ifland, which lies fo much in the way. It is the 
more probable that they were the firft difeoverers, from the name by which this country 
has bren always known; Barbadoes having apparently a Portuguefe termination, but 
what it fignifies is very doubtful. Some fay the ifland was fo called from its barbarous 
ii^iabitants ; to prove which they fhould have fhewn us that it was inhabited at all, 
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which' in thofe times undoubtedly it was not ; but, however, it is not impoffible that 
the thing might be fo, fmce the Caribbees certainly vifited that iiland from St. Vincent, 
which is within fight, and the Portuguefe might poifibly land when they were upon it, 
and fright them off this ifland, whence they might from thefe people give it the name 
of Barbadoes, which it has ftill retained, and is fo called, without any variation, at 
lead: that I know of, in all the languages of Europe. 

The firfl: Englifhmen that landed here, it is faid, were fome of Sir William Curteen’s 
feainen, that were cruizing in ihefe feasinthe latter end of the reign of King James I. 
who reporting, at their return to England, that the foil was fruitful, foine adventurers 
went thither with intent to plant it; but finding the ifland covered with wood, and 
fcarce any other animals upon it than hogs, it did not anfwer their expeOiations a great 
while, 'i'he property of this ifland was afterwards granted by King Charles L to James 
Earl of Carlifle, in the firfl; year of his reign ; of whom feveral adventurers purchafing 
fliares, tranfported themfelv'es thither, and firfl; fell to planting tobacco ; which not 
thriving here as they expe(ffe;l, they proceeded to try cotton and indigo, which yielded 
them a confiderable profit; but they made little fugar till 1647, when Colonel Modi- 
ford, Colonel Drax, Colonel Walrond, and feveral other cavaliers, finding there was 
no living with any fatisl'afllon in England under the Ufiirper, converted their eftates into 
money, and tranfported themfelves to Barbadoes with fuch machine's and implements 
as were proper to carry on fugar-works there. Colonel Drax, it is faid, in a few years 
acquired an eflate of feven or eight thoufand pounds per annum, and married the Earl 
of Carlifle's daughter, then proprietor of the ifland ; and the adventurers fixing their 
principal feitlcmcnt on the great bay in the fouth-weft part of the ifland, gave it the 
name of Carlifle bay, in honour of their proprietor, which it ftill retains. 

The ifland was afterwards divided into four circuits and eleven parifhes, each parifh 
being allowed to fend two reprefentatives to the General Affembly, and every parifh 
had its church and an incumbent, with a handfome maintenance afligned him. In the 
year 1650 the white inhabitants of the ifland are faid to have increafed to between thirty 
and forty thoufand, befides negroes, who were much more numerous, and frequently 
plotted the deftruftion of their raaflers ; but their plots were conftantly difeovered, and 
the moft terrible j 5 unifhments inflided on the ring-leaders ; which did but increafe the 
difaffedion of the reft, and laid the foundation of frefh confpiracies. But notwith- 
ftanding the repeated plots of* their flaves, never any plantation of fo fmall an extent, 
arrived to that riches and grandeur as Barbadoes did, in the fpace of twenty or thirty 
years. The Rump apprehended this ifland of fuch confequence during their ufurpation 
that they fent a ftrong fquadron of men of war thither, anno 1651, under the com- 
mand of Sir George Al'cue, who compelled the Lord Willoughby, (appointed governor 
by King Charles 11 .) to furrender the ifland upon condition the royalifls fhould remain 
in the poffefllon of their eftates and liberties, and Mr. Searl was appointed governor by 
them. 

The Dutch war fuccceding foon after, the colony was prohibited trading with the 
Hollanders, with whom they had principally trafficked hitherto ; for the Dutch it feems 
conftantly furnilhed the ifland with negroes till this time, and taught the Barbadians to 
plant|,i and manage their fugars to the beft advantage, taking moft of it off of their 
hands, with v^hich they fupplied themfelves and the reft of Europe ; but aft^fr the 
Ufurpers’s quarrel with the Dutch, the Barbadians were compelled, by an ordinance 
of puliament, to bring all their fugars direflly to England, which was imitated by the 
Miniftry after the reftoradon of King Charles II. and was the fbundadon of the a£l of 
navigadon, which requires, all the Bridlh colonies to bring their fuerars and tobaco^ 
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dii«edly to England, and forbids their trading with foreigners ih thefe, and fome other, 
Itiled enumerated articles. 

1 6. In the year i66i King Charles H. purchafed the property of this ifland of the 
Lord Kinowl, heir to the Earl of Carlifle, and appointed the Lord Willoughby of Par- 
ham governor ; ever fmce which, Barbadoes has been a regular government ; and the 
Colony granted a duty of four and a half per cent, for the fupport of the civil govern- 
ment of that ifland, and maintaining the forces and fortifications thereof ; which duty 
(according to iliy information) amounts to ten thoufand pounds a year ; but inftead of 
being applied to the purpofes for which it was given, it is difpofed of in penfions to 
courtiers, to tiic irreparable damage of that colony ; no other ifland having laid fo high 
a dhty on their fugars. In the year 1664 De Ruyter, the Dutch admiral, with a great 
fleet of men of war, treacheroufly attempted to lurprife the ifland of Barbadoes, though 
England was then in full peace with Holland ; but he was bravely beat off by the Bar- 
badians, and obliged to abandon that enterprize. 

In the year 16 74 Sir Jonathan Atkins, being made governor, had orders to feize all 
the Ihips trading in Africa for negroes, that trade being granted to the Royal African 
Company about that time, exclufive of all others. And fevcral flrips belonging to the 
jnerchants of Barbadoes, bringing over negroes afterward, were condemned and for- 
feited, being denominated interlopers ; which that colony complained of as a great 
grievance, the African Company fetting what price they pleafed upon their negroes ; 
but this was not redrefl'ed till after the revolution, when tliat trade was laid open to all 
the fubje£ts of England, paying ten per cent, towards the charge of their forts. The 
Barbadians alfo fuffered great Ioffes by a terrible hurricane which happened there on the 
I oth of Auguft 1674, when three hundred houfes were blown down, two hundred 
perfons killed, moll of their fugar-works and plantations fpoiled ; and all their wind- 
mills for grinding of canes were blown down, except thofe that were built of ftone ; 
eight Ihips alfo fuffered fhipwreck in the harbour ; infomuch that the Barbadians were 
difabled from making much fugar the two fucceeding years. Another calamity, with 
which the Barbadians were afflifted, was an epidemical diftemper that feveral years 
raged in the ifland, differing very little from the plague. This begjin about the year 
169*, and occafioned a great decreafe amongfl the white inhabitants, w^hich they have 
not recovered from that day to this. It feems the Miniflry of England, fending a fqua- 
dron of men of war to Barbadoes, with i body of land forces on board, to protefl the 
trade of the Caribbee iflands^ which had fuffered very much by the depredations of the 
French privateers ; the Barbadians, on their airival, concerted an enterprize with the 
commanders againfl the French iflands pf Guadaloupc, Martinico, St. Chriftopher’s, 
&c. and joining the king’s forces with fome of their own, formed a body of four or five 
thoufand men, with which they made a defeent on Guadaloupe and St. Chriftopher’s, 
and ruined many French fettlements, but did not make a conqueft of them, as was 
expefled ; and what was ftill more unfortunate, the diftemper above-mentioned broke 
out in the army, which the foldiers brought back to Barbadoes, and almoft depopulated 
that ifland of white men. The king’s Ihips alfo loft fo many of thq;ir‘men that there 
were not hands enough to carry them home. 

If we fhould purfue this hiftory lower, it would not contribute very much tS the' 
infpriiiation, entertainment, or fatisfadion of the reader, becaufe it would involve us 
in long and perplexed relations of the difputes between the inhabitants of this cdlony 
and their governors, appeals from both parties to the government at home, and other 
fuch-like tedious and difagreeable fubjefis. We will therefore content ourfelves with 
ii»ferving,that till fome very different method is taken from that which has been hitherto 
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in ufe for appointing governors in this and other colonies, fo that men are now fent 
over with a view to repair their own fortunes, inftead of enquiring into, and redrelJing, 
thofe grievances that aflect the properties of thf perfons they are fent to govern/ we 
can never hope to fee the plantations flourilh, or this country reap thofe advantages 
from them which otherwife Ihe might. What is the nature of thofe advantages, and 
what their degree in relpedl to this noble illand, juftly efteemed the moft valuable 
plantation for its fize, that ever this nation poffefl'ed, lhall be -our next bufmefs to 
explain, by entering into a particular defeription of this ifland and its produft. 

17. The Ifland of Barbadoes is fituated in the Atlantic Ocean, in 13 degrees north 
latitude, and 59 degrees of weftern longitude, being of a triangular form ; about, 
twenty-live miles in length from fouth to north, and fifteen in breadth from call to 
weft, where broadeft ; it is a plain level country for the moft part, •with fome fmall 
hills of an eafy afeent, and fcarce any wood upon it at prefent ; it was covered with 
woods, indeed, when the E’nglilh firft fent colonies there, but they are all cut down to 
make room for phuitations of fugar canes which take up almoft the whole ifland at 
prefent, nothing elfe being cultivated in any great quantities. Their very com, flelh, 
and fifti, being imported for the moft part from the northern colonies : there is fcarce 
an harbour in the ifland, the bell is that of Bridge Town in Carlifle-bay, on the fouth- 
weft part of the ifland, and this lies open to the weltward ; however it is fecure from 
the north eaft, which is the conftant trade wind here, and blows from morning to 
evening, except their tornados and hurricanes, which happen ufually about Midfummer, 
and in July and Auguft, and blow from every quarter. The Ihips in the bay, at fuch 
times, arc in the utmoft danger of being wrecked on fliore, if they cannot get out to 
fea, and therefore feldom attempt to ride out thofe ftorms. 

The coaft is defended on the eaft by rocks and fhoals, from the invafion of an 
enemy ; and on the weft, where it is moft expofed to a defeent, breaft- works and re* 
doubts are eredfed for its fecurity, but the repair of them is too much neglefted. There 
is fcarce a ftream in the ifland that deferves the name of a river ; however, we find two 
on the eaft-fide, to which they have given the names of Scotland river, ;md Jofeph’s 
river ; they have good water in their wells almoft all over the ifland, and do not dig 
very deep for it*; they have alfo large ponds and refervoirs, where they preferve 
rainwater. They have generally fine ferene weather ; their rains fall as in other parts 
of the torrid zofle, chiefly when the fun is vertical ; and after the rains arc the proper 
feafons for planting ; their heats are not fo exceffive as in the fame latitude on the 
continent, being conftanlly refrefhed by the fea breezes in the day-time, which in- 
creafes as the fun advances, and abates as the fun declines. And they have this 
further fatisfaftion, that their days feldom ex-ceed twelve hours ; but there being no 
mountains on the ifland, there are no land-winds in the night as in Jamaica. 

The only town of any confequence in the ifland, is that of Bridge Town or 
St. Michael’s, fituate in Carlifle-bay : it was formerly encompafl'ed with a morafs which 
rendered it unhealthy, but this has been drained in a great meafure ; however, the low 
fituation makes ihe town ftill fubjeft to inundations : it is faid to contain a thoufand or 
twelve hundred hdufes tolerably well built of brick or ftone. They have commodious 
wharfs and keys for loading and unloading of goods, and three forts or caftles of 
defence, whigh, if kept in repair, would render them no eafy conqueft. Thi‘ chief 
produce and manufafture of the ifland, as has been intimated already, is fugar ; of the 
molafles or drofs whereof they make great quarrikies of rum. They have alfo fome 
cotton, indigo, ginger, and pimento, and formerly tobacco was planted here in good 
quantities, but very little .at ‘prefent ; foreft trees they have fcarce any left ; their fruhi 
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are oranges, limes, citrons, pomegranates, pine-apples, guavas, plaintains, cocoa-nuts, 
indian-figs, prickle-pears, melons, and almoft all manner of roots and garden ftufF, but 
very few flowers. 

Their horfes they import from New England. &c. and have a flight breed of tTieir 
own ; they have alfo fome afles, cows, and Iheep, but the laft do not thrive here. They 
have a good number of hogs, the flelh whereof is the beft meat that is eaten in thofe 
hot climates. , Here are alfo good fea fifh and poultry, but no frelh-water fifli; 
and, in general, all manner of provifion is very dear. There is no dining at an 
ordinary under a crown a-head ; frelh meat is a rarity, and chiefly the food of 
people of condition ; the reft are glad of falt-beef, pork, and filh, imported from the 
northern colonies; from whence alfo comes their wheat, flower, indian-corn, peafe, 
beans, &c. They make bread alfo of the calTavi root, and the negroes feed on yams, 
potatoes, and other roots and fruits. The liquor drank by the gentry here, is chiefly 
Madeira wine, or wine and water, and great quantities of punch are drank by the vulgar. 
They have alfo ftrong beer imported from Old and New England, and liquors made of 
their maize and fruits as in Jamaica. The government here alfo rcfembles that of 
Jamaica, and the reft of our American iflands, having the governor and council 
appointed bv the crown, which, with the houfe of reprefentatives, are veiled with a 
’legiflative power, and make iaws for the government of the ifland. 

The number of white people are faid to have been once forty thoufand and 
upwards, and are computed to be near thirty thoufand at prefent. The negroes, 
mulattoes, and meftive flaves, about an hundred thoufand. Their militia confifts of 
fifteen hundred horfe, and three thoufand foot, or thereabouts. 

After this general reprefentation of the prefent ftate of the ifland, it is requifite that 
we Ihould proceed to a more clofe enquiry into the ftaple commodity of this ifland. 
We are to obferve, that before the year 1626, the Portugueze fupplied all Europe with 
fugar from their' colonies in Brazil, to their immenfe profit ; but the firft fettlers 
finding the foil to be fertile, and the producing of fugar advantageous, they encouraged 
more people to come over and plant the fame commodity. This inducing the 
merchants at home to fend over lliips with provifions and other neceflaries for thofe 
new planters, wliich their agents and faftors exchanged with them for the produce of 
the country, and from thence a reciprocal trade and»correfpondenc<j^ was ellablifhed 
between Great Britain and this ifland. 

The growing fuccefs of this ne\v fugar colony promoted the fettlement of the others ; 
and as the fugar plantations encreafed, more hands were required to carry on the works, 
than could, at that time, be fpared'from home. This gave birth to the Guinea trade, 
for fupplying thofe colonies with negro flaves ; and as the planters flourifhed and en- 
creafed, fo did their demands for all forts of Britifh manufactures, and fuch neceflaries 
of life as they could not produce in thofe climates, which opened another feene of trade 
to the Britifli merchants, to furnilh thefe new colonies with wine from Madeira. ' Thefe 
branches of trade were of the utmoft; advantage to Great Britain, forafmuch as they 
took no money out of the kingdom, but yearly brought in large fams for Britiln 
manufactures carried out. The trade to this ifland was commonly open and free; for 
we find, that before the civil war in England, the Dutch fliips came hither to purChale 
fugar%as well as the Englilh. This freedom in trade made the country flourifh, and 
made money plenty among the inhabitants. But fince the reftoration, feveral 'aCls 
of parliament have been made to<%}nfine the trade of the lugar colonies to Great 
Britain, and Britifh fhips oilly ; which reftraints foon made London the chiefeft mart in 
Europe for fug^ ^ and as there was yearly more imported than was nqceflarv for 
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lioitie confumption, tKe merchants exported the furplus to foreign markets, and by 
tinderfelling th% Portugues^e, they in time beat them almoft out of all their fugar 
trade to the northward or Cape Finiflcrre. • . * . 

iThi# trade of re-exporting fugars was carried on for many years with great fucccfs. 

, Mr. Jofliua Gee fays that by this trade only fuch an ihcreafc or treafure and wealth was 
^brought into this kingdom, as yearly added three or four hundred thoufand poun3s 
to the ftock of the nation, which' in tltirty years time amounted to upwards of ten 
millions fterling. And a )ate author computes the clear profits, accruing to Great 
Britain from the fugar trade, and thofe other branches which chiefly depend upon thofe 
iflands, to amount to more than one million a year. He tells us farther, that it appears 
by the cuftom-houfe in London, that the value of the exports from Great Britaip to the 
fugar colonies were a few years ago upwards of five hundred thoufand pounds fterling 
every year; and their iiyportations from 'thole iflands more than twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds per annum. In thefe computations the author has taken no notice 
of the vaft quantities of Britifti manufatlures yearly exported to Guinea and Madeira ; 
but if they were to be added to the exportarions of the fugar colonies, where the greateft 
part of their produce is taken off with an advantage to the Britifli merchant, it 
would greatly augment the fum, and confequently enlarge the profits whil?h oqf 
mother country receives from the fugar colonies, and the feveraJ branches of trade 
depending on them. I fliall not take upon me to determine whether this gentleman’s 
calculations are exatb or not ; but it is evident beyond difpiite, that while the fugar 
trade flouriflied, both planters and merchants grew immenfely rich, and the trade and 
navigation of Great Britain was carried on to a much greater height than it ever was 
before. And this great fource of wealth and treafure to their mother country, arofe 
from fo fmall a beginning as a few families feeking fhelter in a dgfolate ifland. 

This fliews what may be done by induftry and trade rightly applied. Now if the 
trade and navigation of Great Britain have received fuch an addition from the fugar 
colonies, as added greatly to the riches and ftrength of the kingdom ; and if Barbadoes 
has the honour to ftand foremoft in the fugar trade ( as the firft founder of it) how- 
well has flic deferved of her mother country. When the fugar trade was at the height 
which we deferibed above, the flourilhing ftate of Great Britain alarmed her neighbours, 
and put them upon ways to circumvent her in trade, as the only means to put a ftop 
to the growing llrength of the kingdom, which they feared might become too formidable, 
from the great increafe of feamen "and Ihipping employed in the Weft India and Guinea 
Itades, both flourilhing at the fame time. Upon a parliamentary enquiry into the ftate 
of trade to Africa, in the year 1728, it appeared to the Houle, that in three years 
time only, the number of negroes imported at Barbadoes, Jamaica, and Antigua, 
amounted to forty-two thoufand, befides what were carried to St. Chriftopher’s, Nevis, 
and Montferrat. * 

But we are now to enquire into the caufes of the general declenfion of this trade. 
And here I beg leave further to obferve, that the French fpared no coft or laljpur to 
rival Great Bnitain, they well knowing, if that funk, her Guinea and Madeira trade 
muft fall with it for which purpofe they embraced every opportunity to enlarge and 
Impiove their fugar plantations ; and, if 1 am not mifinformed, where the planter was 
not able to cpmfdete his works himfelf, proper utenfils were fent over from Fi^^ce at 
the ^public charge, and the crown trufte^them for feveral years without intereft ; what 
fuch an afliftance will Enable men to do, we may gather from the flourilhing ftatp of 
the linen manuta&ure in Ireland, fmee the public allowed them a fund to fuppott it; 
Having by thefe means eftabliflied their fugar colonies, the next thing they had in view 
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was to„beat the Britifti merchants out of the foreign markets for fugar ; ^ and therefore 
deftroy their trade for exportation ; and this they have eiFeSed, by giving liberty for 
their (hips to carry their fugars direftly to the foreign markets, while ours were obliged 
to import all into Great Britain, which enables them to fell fo much cheaper than bur 
merchants can carry it from London, as has almofl put an entire ftop to that valuable 
branch of trade to their mother country ; and the utter ruin of the Britilh fugar 
colonies mufi; ncceffarily follow, unlefs they are relieved fome way or other. 

I'he very firfl:. declenfion of their exportation trade was attended with ill ron- 
fequences to thg fugar colonies. It lowered the price of fugar fo much at home, as 
difeguraged the merchants from fending to purchafe fugars here. This obliged the 
fugar planters to turn merchant adventurers in a declining trade, and to Ihip their 
fugars upon their own account and rifque ; this put a Itop to the currency of calli, 
which was before brought over yearly to purchafe fugars, and laid the whole burden 
of freight, duty, and commiflion, upon the plantation, that w ere formerly paid by the 
Britilh merchants. And fuppofe but fifteen thoufand hoglheads of fugar to be Ihippetl 
in a year from this illand, on gentlemens own accounts, thefe three articles will amount 
to upwards of fixty thoufand pounds fterling. Another great evil that has likewife 
followlbd from the fame caufe is, combinations among the buyers, by which the price of 
fugars is funk fo low as greatly to prejudice the planters, and yet turning to the 
benefit only of a few private pcrfoiis, who are the firll buyers, and not at all to that «if 
the confumers in general, by which that illand is hurt, and this receives no benefit, or 
very little. 

Thefe are the particulars which we have colle£led from books ; but we will now add 
fome few remarks, from the informations we have received, which will ferve to give 
light to the prefent Hate and importance of this illand ; and thefe will come chielly 
under the three following heads. In the firll place, we lliall lliew that this colony 
throve the falteft, became the bell peopled, and by far the moll wealthy in America. 
We fliall next Ihew the advantages formerly derived from thence to the Britilh nation, 
clearly, and in a .very few words. And laltly, we lhall take notice of the prefent con- 
dition of this illand, and of the infinite confequence thereof to this government of 
Great Britain. In the firll place then, it is to be confidered that the illand of Barbadoes 
is generally efteeined to be a very little bigger than the llle of Wight, and to contain, 
according to a round computation, one ’mndred thoufand acres. It has been Ihewn, 
that about the year 1626 this country was not only unfettled, but a£lually uninhabit- 
able, as affording nothing for the fupport of life, and over-run with a brulhy kind df 
Ihrub wood, which gave a great deal of trouble to the firll planters ; yet in the fpace 
of fifty years, this plantation came to its greatell height, and by a calculation that was 
made with much exaclnefs, there were in it fifty thoufand white people of all forts, 
of whom twenty thoufand were able to bear arms, and eighty thoufand negroes : nay, 
we are told that in twenty years after the colony was fettled they, raullered eleven 
thou%id horfe and foot ; which would be altogether incredible if we had not fuch 
proofs of thefe fadls as put them beyond all doubt or quellion. « 

This fufficiently proves, that never any colony of ours, or any other nation, was fo popu- 
lous as this illand. But to make this Hill clearer to an Englilh reader,, we lhall obfervd 
that Baebadoes is rather lefs than the county of Rutland, the fmallpil county in 
England^ and that, according to the higheft • computation, the number of people in 
tba4 county in 1676, did not exceed twenty thoufand: but this may be made llill 
clearer, by comparing, that ‘whole illand with this, in point of extent; for if England 
and Wales, taken jK^ther, confill of near forty millions of acres, then if they were as 
• 8* populous 
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populous as Barbadoes they ought to contain fifty millions of people ; whereas Sir 
William Petty, who was a v,ery able man in computations, and is thought not to have 
undervalued this country, but rather the contrary,* never reckoned the people higher than 
eight millions ; which Ihews what a vaft difproportion there is between the peopling 
of the two countries. 

But to' proceed farther ftill ; the fame great man aflerts, that in Holland and 
Zealand, which are looked upon to be the bed peopled countries in Europe, there are a 
million of fouls inhabiting about as many acres ; and confequenlly it appears from 
hence, that even this country was not fo well peopled as Barbadoes. In point of wealth, 
the comparifon holds full asftrong ; for in the year 1661 king Charles II. created on 
the fatne day thirteen baronets in Baibadoes, none of them having lefs than one 
thoufand, and fome of them ten thoufand pounds a year. At this time their trade 
actually maintained four hundred fail of fhips ; and it was computed, that the running 
cafli of the ifland might be about two hundred thoufand pounds ; and their ahnual 
exportation to Great Britain, in fugar, indigo, ginger, and other comliiodities, ‘ at lead 
three hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. Thefe are fads that may be depended upon, 
that deferve in every refped the greatell confideration, and that plainly demondrate at 
once the great value of this ifland, and the prodigious confequence of our plantations in 

• 

gradual increafe of the colony upon this ifland, it has, fince we fird poflelTed 
it, contributed beyond conception and belief to the riches of its mother country ; and, 
as 1 know not any fubjecl that either can or ought to give an Englifli reader more 
pleafure than the confideration of what has been obtained by the bleffing of God, upon 
the virtue and indudry of his countrymen ; fo, I think, an endeavour tu fhew what has 
accrued in the whole to Britain, by edablifliing a colony here, will be allowed to b4 
equally inflruilive and pleafant, ufeful and entertaining. i' 

What has been faid before, gives us a fuflicient general notion of the importance 
and value of the ifland ; what we now aim at is, to come at a more particular account 
of what it has yielded in the whole. When this colony was in its mod flourifhing 
condition, which we fix to the year 1676, there were four hundred fhips of one 
hundred and fifty tons, one with another, employed annually in this trade ; and I 
believe it will be thought a very moderate computation, if we reckon that the feamen, 
Ihip-buildcrs, and other trades that live by thefe vefl'els, amounted in the whole to ten 
thoufand fouls. The fugars that came from Barbadoes, were either fpent at home or 
fcnt abroad ; and I reckon, that in the manufafturjng the fugars, and vending them at 
home and abroad, there might be twenty thoufand people more employed. To thefe 
we mud add, fuch as got their bread by the goods and manufadtures yearly exported 
from hence to Barbadoes ; for aimed all that the people eat, drink, and w'ear there, 
are^ the produft of England; fo that the computation cannot be thought to rife too 
high, if we allow, that in this way twenty thoufand more got their bread ; which will 
make about fifty thoufand in the whole : all fupported here by the labour and iadudry 
of the whiles •and negroes in that country. We are next to compute the money 
brought into this nation by the export of the commodities imported from thence, which 
wasP>^ that year allowed to be abpve two hundred thoufand pounds, and it was all(» 
agreed, that .as much or more had been gained every year, between that time fnd the 
rederation. ■ * ■ 

I fhall fay nothing of the money arifing to the exchequer from the duties, though 
this might be computed at thiny-five thoufand pounds per annum ; but- upon th^ 
principles fhall proceed in my computation thus : I will fupppfe, that from the yedr 
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1636‘to 1656, which is twenty years, this colony produced but half fo much, and 
though h may be true, that before the year 1640 it did no^ produce a quarter fo much, 
r yet, in the remaining part of that period, it certainly brought in a great deal more ; 
and therefore we cannot be far from the truth, in computing that this nation acquired 
two millions in money, by Barbadoes, in that twenty years. In the next twenty, that 
is, from 1656 to 1676, when it is allowed this ifland was in its moft flourifhin^ con- 
dition, there mud have been gained four millions of ’money; and allowing for the 
•gradual falling off of this trade, by a multitude of unlucky accidents, but more par- 
ticularly by th^ fettling the French fugar iflands, we lhall compute the laft feventy 
yearjs, from 1676 to 1736, at the fame rate w'e did the firll twenty years, and the gain 
will then amount to fix millions ; fo that in the fpace of one hundred years, the inha- 
bitants of Great Britain have received tw'elve millions in filver, by the means of this 
plantation ; and had fifty thoufand of her inhabitants maintcjincd by the people in that 
colony all the time. It is highly polTible, that in fome of thefe articles we may -be 
'wrong "one w’ay, and it is more than probable, that in other articles we may err the 
other way ; w hich is fo far from making againll the credit of our computation in 
general, that it really makes for it, fince w'e may very w'cll fuppofo thefe errors balance 
each other, and that the fum total is very near right. 

We are now come to the laft head, which is, affigning the comparative excellence of 
this colony with regard to our own and other plantations in America ; and this, at firft 
fight, may appear a thing very dilEcult, if not impoffible to be done ; however we may 
come fufliciently near it for our purpofe. It is thought that Barbadoes contains one 
hundred and forty fquare miles, and if fo it is in proportion, as i to 34,77 1 in refpect to 
the Spanilh plantations; as i to 12,000 in regard to our own ; as 1 to 11,000 in 
reference to the French ; as i to 7,000 as to the Portuguese ; and as i to 4 as to the 
Dutch. This I fay, as to the extent of territory, is as juft a comparifon as can be 
made; but with regard to the value of thefe colonies, it is very eafy to perceive that 
there is hardly any computation to be made at all, for we may truly affirm that the 
produce of Barbadoes is very near equal to a twentieth part of what Spain receives from 
her Indies annually, in time of peace, and from thence we may eafily judge of the reft. 

I have infifted the longer upon this topic, becaufe it may eivable us to form fome 
notion of what might be made of our plantations, if we attended to them as much as 
they deferve ; for though it may be, and p rhaps is, impoflible to improve any of them 
in proportion to what has been deme in Barbadoes, yef we may well enough difeern, 
from hence, that they might be made inconteltably more profitable to us than they no# 
are, or indeed, than the w'hole trade that we now poftefs ; and if, at the fame time we 
reflefl: on this, we likewife confider that there is nothing fo abfolutely in our power, as 
the improvement of our colonies ; it will moft certainly appear to be the point, which, 
of all others imports us moft ; and if I have done any thing towards proving ;his, 
1 fliall account all my labour well bellowed. 

18.. We are next to fpeak of the ifland of St. Chriftopher, which was called 
I-iamuega by the favages, and was difeovered by Chriftopher Columbus^ in the firft 
voyage he made to America. He gave it the name of St. Chriftopher from the figure 
of its mountains, there being in the upper part of the ifland a very high mountain, 
whichlNbaars on its fummit another lefs mountain, as St. Chriftopher is painted like a 
giant,, with our Saviour on his back. It is fituated in the latitude of 17 degrees 25 
ni^tes ,on this fide thejine, and is about 75 miles in circuit; the Caribbeans in- 
habited i$<wjien Sir Thomas Warner, an Englilh adventurer, went thither. Monfieur 
.Defnliiilir, a French gentleman of the ancient houfe of Vauderop, who commanded 
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for the French in America, arrived at St. Chriftopher’s the fame day with Sir Thomas 
Warner, and both took pofleffion of the ifland in the names of their refpe£live 
mailers, that they might have a jplace of fafe retreat, and a good haven for the receipt 
offuch Ihipsof both nations, as lliould be bound for America, it being well provided 
with harbours. The Spaniards ufed to put in^there in their Well India voyage, to take 
in frelh. water ; and they were on fo good terms with the Caribbeans, that lometimes 
they left thdr fick there, of whom the lavages took a great deal of care. , 

'fhe two gentlemen before mentioned, left fome of their men upon the place, and 
returned. Sir Thomas Warner to England, and Monlieur Defnambue to France, for 
recruits. Their mailers approved of their conduft, and fent them back* with fupplics 
of men and provifions, and commillions to be governors of the new fettlements. This 
company continued in France till the year i66i, when they fold St. Chriftopher’s, and 
the other iflands, to the knights of Malta ; but in the year 1664, the Weft India 
company, by the king’s orders, bought out the lall propsietors. Sir Thomas Wai|ier, 
and Monfieur Defnambue, failed in the year 1626, and the latter arrived there about 
January 1627, having had a long lickly voyage. The French were about three 
hundred in number, the Englilh colony as many ; Sir Thomas had proceeded a good 
way ill his fettlement before Monfieur Defnambue arrived ; and the two governors, to 
prevent differences among the people about the limits of their terito|‘ics, figncd articles 
of divifion on the 1 3th of May 1 627 ; they then fet boundaries to their fevcral divifions, 
with this particular provifo, that lilhing and hunting lliould be equally free to tiie in- 
habitants of both nations ; that the falt-ponds, and moll valuable timber, Ihould be in 
common, together with the mines and havens ; alfo a league oft'enlive and defenlivc was 
concluded between, them, againft all their enemies ; after wdiich they fet to work, each 
in his ftation to advance his fettlement, and went on very harmoniouily. 

The Englilh received fupplies of men and provifions from London, by wliich means 
they throve better than the French, and not only became ftrong enough to keep what 
they had, but to be able to fpare men for new plantations at Nevis ; of wdiich Sir 
Thomas Warner took polfellion, and left people upon it for a fettlement in the year 
1628. And in that which followed, Don Frederick de Toledo was fent with a fleet 
of twenty-four (hips and fifteen frigates, to dffpoffefs the Englifti and French of the 
ifland of St. Chriftopher’s. The Spaniards wore alarmed at the progrefs of the Englilh 
in the Caribbee iflands, and riiought it concerned the fafety of their own plantations, 
to prevent thofe nations from fettling in the neighbourhood. Don Frederick meeting 
fofne Englifti fliips lying near the ille of Nevis, feized them, and then came and 
anchored in the roac], of Marigot, under the canhon of the Baffe Terre, where 
Monfieur Rolfey conimanded. Neither the French nor the Englifti forts were in a 
condition to oppofe fuch an enemy ; their ftorcs of ammunition fell Ihort, and their 
numbers were not a match for the Spanilh army, had they been ever fo w'ell provided 
with powder imd lliot. Rofl’ey, after a fmall oppolition, abandoned the Baffe Terre, 
and retreated to Cabes Terre, another fort, where Monfieur Defnambue was in perfon, 
who could nbt prevail with his men, either to defend themfelves there, or to retire 
to the forefts and fountains, where a few men might have refilled a thoufand. He 
remqnftrated to them’that Don Frederick could not aft'ord much time, being bound to 
the ilavannalj to bring home the flota. Yet this was to no purpofe, nothing would 
content them but embarking and leaving the place, which he was forced to comply 
with, and fo all the French deferred their fettlement, as did their allies the Englilh t 
who were in a great confternation, and the diforder encjfeafed, upon the hews *91, 
of Deliiairibue’s being gone .with liis colony j fome endeavoured to elcape by'fea, other? • 
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fled to the mountams, and all who were left fent deputies to “'treat with the Spanprj^' 
The Don knowing he had them in his power, commjinded them to leave the^^Si^d 
immediately, or he would put them to the fword ; he fent them their own Ihips, which 
he had taken at Nevis, to embark in, and was perfuaded to give leave to thofe to ftay 
that had not room in the fliips for themfelves and their families, till they could be 
tjranfported ; upon which Don Frederick weighed anchor, carried with him fix hundred 
Englifli who were fitteft for his fervice, and he was no fooner gone but the Englilh 
rallied, and relblved to go on with their fettlemcnt. The French, who were got no 
farther than i^ntigua and Montferrat, fent a Ihip for intelligence to St. Chriftopher’s, 
and underftanding the Spaniards were gone, and the Englilh biify in rebuilding and 
planting, rejoiced at this happy and unexpefted turn of fortune, failed back to St. 
Chriftopher’s, and retook poffeffion of their former habitations. 

The Englifli continued carrying on their colony till they were in a condition to fpare 
mose men for fettlements, at Barbuda, Montferrat, and Antigua, which Sir Thomas 
Warner peopled and planted. And the fame year the Dutch made themfelves 
mailers of St. Euftace, and the French took polTeflion of fome other illands. I'he 
Englilh built themfelves good houfes at St. Chrillopher’s, and had wives and families ; 
whereas the French contented themfelves with huts, after the Caribbean manner ; few 
•of them were married, and confequently took little pains to furnilli themfelves with all 
things necelTary and convenient for life. Monfieur Defnambue died about the year 
1637, and Sir Thomas Warner did not long furvive him. Before the Englilh 
governor’s death the colony was fo increafed, that there were between twelve and 
thirteen thoufand fouls of his own nation in the illand. He was fucceeded in his 
government by Colonel Rich, who, by following his predeceflbr’s Heps in governing the 
colony, invited more people to come and fettle there. T he chief employment of the 
firft planters was cultivating tobacco, by which they got a competent livelihood ; but 
afterwards, the quantity that was made bringing down the price, they fet themfelves 
in feveral places to plant fugar, ginger, indigo, and cotton, and in a little time became a 
rich and flourilhing people, both French and Englilh living cordially together till the lall 
war broke out, when the Englilh drove the French entirely from their fettlements ; 
and the country being yielded to the Crown of Great Britain by the'peace of Utrecht, 
all the French territory was fold for the benefit of the public, which mull have produced 
a very large fum, fince out of it then were eighty thbufand pounds paid, for the 
marriage portion of her royal highnefs the Princefs of Orange. 

There were indeed fome who pretended, that notwithllanding the French part of 
the illand of St. Chrillopher^s was by far the richell, we were no gainers by obtaining 
it ; but that on the contrary, the French received benefit thereby, becaufe it enabled 
them to people the reft of their illands more effedually } but whoever confidera that 
the fugars of this illand are the very bell in all America ; that the plantatihns were in 
perf(^ order j and that the French ventured a war, to prevent our fettling St. Lucia 
and St. Vincent, will fcarce be brought to believe, that they parted with a country 
ready fettled, and more valuable than both thofe illands, with their ^odd will. The 
treaty of Utrecht was fo indifferent a treaty that, I think, there is ho fort of necelfity 
for making it appear worfe than it really was. The fame perlbns who firft fettled 
St. Chriftbpher’s, likewife fettled Nevis or Mevis, about the year 1628 { and notwith- 
ilanding the misfortune of being difpoffelTed by the Spaniards in the manner befbre- 
inendoived, in twenty years time there were at leaft four thoufand people upon the 
iflam^ they continued increafing in the fame manner, by a fuccelTion of prudent 
a confiderable fpace. After the reft oration, when trade and peace 

flourifhed, 
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th|s|i(le enjoyed its (hare of the b^eht, and increaf^d in inhabitants and 
dt^OS^ the only enemy they had to ftruggle with was the hurricane, which generally 
viliM them once a year. ‘ . * . . . 

On the, igth of Auguft 1667 there was a terrible one in this ifland ; at which time 
Sir John Berry, captain of the Centurion man of war, was in the harbour with that and 
feveral other mips, of which one was commanded by Captain Langford, who having 
learned fome of the prognoftics of a tornado from a Caribbean, perceiving them, he 
told Sir John and the reft of the commanders of it, who depending on his intelligence, 
made their fliips ready, and in the morning, about four o’clock, the wind coming very 
hard northerly, they put to fea, and came all back within four or five da*ys time fafe to 
the road again ; Captain Langford was alhore, and being confident of the hurricane^ 
took fuch care in fecuring his fugars and goods in the ftore-houfe, that when the hur- 
ricane had carried away the roof of the houfe, all except one hogfliead of fugar 
remained fafe. * 

When Sir William Stapleton was governor of thefe iflands he ufually made this the 
place of his refidence. Here courts were kept, and the governor living upon it, moft, 
of the afl'airs of this government were tranfadled here ; for every one of thefe iflands 
hath a particular lieutenant-governor, council, and aflembly ; and the general govern- 
ment centers only in the authority of captain-general. Sir William Stapleton, who was 
governor in King James’s time, made Sir James Ruflel lieutenant-governor of this ifland, 
and he enjoyed the place till his commiflion was fuperfeded by that of captain-general, 
granted to Sir Nathaniel Johnfon, w'ho alfo refided at Nevis ; and at this time none of 
the Leeward Iflands flourilhed fo much as this ; it fupplied the others with almoft ail 
their wines and negroes, and was computed to have contained at that time near twa 
ihoufand fighting men, which will make the number of fouls, by common computation, 
to be above ten thoufand, befides negroes, of which number there were not lefs than, 
twenty thoufand. A prodigious improvement of an ifland fcarce fix miles long, to 
maintain between thirty and forty thoufand men, women, and children ! 

We are to proceed next to the ifland of Montferrat, which name the Spaniards gave 
to this ifland, from the refemblance it ^s to a mountain in Catalonia, not fiir from 
Barcelona, famous for a chapel dedicated to the Blefled Virgin, in the greateft reputa- 
tion with the Roman Catholics of any, except that of Loretto. The Engliih have not 
thought fit to give it another name lince they w'ere mailers of it. It lies in 17 degrees, 
north latitude, is about three leagues in length, and almoft as much in breadth j fo that 
it feems to be of a round figure. It was difeovered by the Europeans at the lame time 
with St. Chriftopher’s ; but no fettlement was made Upon it till the year 1632, at which 
time Sir Thomas Warner, firft governor of St. Chriftopher’s, procured a fmall colony 
to fettle there, of the fubjefts of England, for we cannot affure ourfelves they were 
Englilhmen, this ifland being generally looked upon as an Irilh colony. This ifland 
flouriflted at firft more than Antigua j but fince the Lord Willoughby’s dnie the latter 
has got and kept the ftart of it. There were feven hundred men in Montferrait, fixteen 
years after it was,firft inhabited ; the rolls of the militia at this time amount to three 
hundred and fixty. ’ We find but one battery for the defence of the coaft, and othm* old 
difinounted cannon at’ feveral landing places. As to the climate, foil, animals, trade, 
and productions of this ifle, they are much the fame with thofe of the other Caribbee 
Iflands, only, this is fuller of mountains, which are covered with cedaia and other trees, 
that make it a lovely profpeO; from the fea ; the vallies aye fruitful, and better ftor^ 
with frefh water than thofe of Anti^a. According to the bejft accounts that have been 
received from this ifland of tatd years, it is yathec incyeafing, both in the nurabfc of 
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people and in the value of their fettlements, than not ; as to tee foan#i.i: 
there may be about four thoufand five hundred white pfrfons, and about 
fand negroes in this country ; and as for the latter, I mean the value of 
* we ihall have occafion to fpeak of it hereafter. 

,Xhe ifland of Barbuda lies in the latitude of 17 degrees 30 minutes north, is about 
fifteen miles long, and lies north-eaft from the ifland of which wc were laft fpeaking. 
The land is low and fruitful, and the Englilh began to plant it as early as Nevis, Mont* 
ferrat, or any other of the Leeward iflands, St. Chrillopher’s excepted ; for Sir Thomas 
Warner, who firft fettled there, placed a fmall colony in this ifland, but the Caribbdahs 
difturbed them fo much, that they were often forced to defert it and their plantations. 
There hardly pafled a year but they made one or two incurfions, and that generally in 
the night, for they durft not attack them by day ; the damage the Englilh fiiftained by 
them made them weary of dwelling in a place where they were fo much expofed to the 
fury of thofe barbarians, who diminifhing daily in number, and the Europeans increafing, 
the Englilh again poflclTed themfelvcs ot Barbuda, and in a few years there were five 
.hundred inhabitants, 'fhereare now a thoufand or twelve hundred fouls upon it, and 
their number is daily increafing. The proprietor is the Honourable Chrittopher Co- 
drington,Efq.; and he puts in a governor here, having the fame prerogative as the other 
lords proprietors in their feveral jurifdidions in America. This ifland has bred great 
ilore of cattle, and the inhabitants employ themfelves moftly in that fort ofhulbandry; 
com and provifions coming almofl; always to a good market in the fugar iflands. There 
is plenty of all forts of tame cattle, as in Europe ; and the Englilh live here much after 
the lame manner as they do in the countries in England *, only their labour in the field 
is not fo hard as here, the country being fo much hotter. 

The next plantation to this, if it may be properly fo called, is Anguilla, or Snake 
Ifland, fo called from its figure, being a long tra£l of earth, but narrow, winding 
almoft about ; near St. Martin’s, from whence it may eafily be feen ; it lies in 1 8 de- 
grees 1 2 minutes. The country is level and woody, the foil fruitful, and the tobacco 
that grew there formerly was reckoned very good in its kind. There is not a mountain 
in it ; where it is broadeft there is a pond, about which the Englilh jsttled in the year 
1650. Their bufinefs, like the inhabitants of Barbuda, was to pfant corn and breed 
tame cattle, for which purpofe they brought ftock with them. They were poor, and 
continue fo to this day, being, perhaps, ‘he lazieft creatufesin the world. Some people 
have gone from Barbadoes, and other Englilh Caribbee iflands, thither, and there they 
live like the firft race of men, without government or religion, having no minifter or 
magiftrate. They are faid to make up, altogether, about one hundred and fifty families, 
or nine hundred fouls ; and their condition in that place is lingular enough to deferve 
particular notice, if we had any room to fpare ; but as we have not, it Ihall fuffice to fay, 
that they lutve-no great quantities of fugar upon the ifland, but addi£t themfelves rather 
to ftu'ming, jui which they have had very good fuccefs ; and this it is that enables them 
to live in ihe old patriarchal way, every man being a kind of fovercign in his own 
fiunily, and no other government there is in Anguilla. 1 

We ha^'^e now gone through all the Leeward Iflands, Antigda, or Antego, only 
except^, of which we are to fpeak in the next fedion, as not having been fettled within 
period to which we have confined this. As to the general produce or value of tbefe 
Iflsmds, which may ferveto Ihew of how great confequaace they are to Great Britain, 
the account 1 have been able to obtain fe to the following effed : St. Chriftc^her^s 
Js the lajrgeft of all the iflhnds, but the middle part of it bong extremely mountainous, 
u i&thtnuzbtlhat there are not above twenty-four thoufand acres of land fit for fugaf in 
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iJloDirhole ifliriH, .which*produces abooften thouf^nd hogfheads of that valuable com- 
iSTOftf." Antego contains about feventy thoufand acres, and produces fixteen thoufand 
feOgHMiads of fugar yearly. Nevis is faid to be about twenty miles in circumference, 
ana jw^uces fix thoufand hoglheads. Montferrat, which is lefs than any of theni, 
produces two thoufand five hundred, and fometimes three thoufand hogfheads of fugar. 
In Barbuda they breed cattle, and in AngUilla they raife com. 

19. We are now, according to the method that we have hitherto purfued of fpeaking 
of our plantations, in the order of time in which they were fettled, obliged to return 
to the continent of North America, in order to give an account of the noble colony of 
Maryland, which remained a part of Virginia till the year 1632, which was the eighth 
of King Charles I. when that monarch was pleafcd to grant all the country to the north 
of Potowmack river, not then planted, unto Cecilius Calvert, Lord Baltimore, of the 
kingdom of Ireland, and hjs heirs ; and this part of the country was afterwards called 
Maryland, in honour of the then queen confort, Henrietta Maria, youngeft daughter of 
the French king, Henry the IVth. The Lord Baltimore having obtained his grant, 
fent over his brother, the Honourable Leonard Calvert, with fome Roman Catholic 
gentlemen and other adventurers, to the number of two hundred, to take poflelfion of 
the country; who, fetting fail from lingland on the 2 2d of November 1633, arrived 
at Point Comfort in the bay of Chefepeak, on the 24th of February following, where 
being kindly received and fupplied with provifions by theEnglilh of Virginia, they con- 
tinued their voyage northward, to the river potowmack, appointed to be the boundary 
between Virginia and Maryland, on the eaft fide of the bay. 

The adventurers failed up this river, and landing on feveral places of the northern 
fhorc, acquainted the natives they were come to lettle amongft them and trade with 
them ; but the natives feemed rather to defire their abfence than their company ; how^- 
ever, there were no a£ts of hoftility committed on either fide, and the Englilh returning 
down the river Potowmack again, made choice of a place near the mouth of a river 
(which falls into it, and by them called St. George’s river) to fettle their firft colony. 
'I’hcy advanced afterwards to an Indi.m town called Yoamaco, then the capital of the 
country, and at a conference with the weorance or fovereign of the place, to whom 
they made confiderable prefents, the weorance confented that the Englifti fhould dwell 
in one part of the town, referving the other for his own people till the harveft was over, 
and then agreed to quit the whole entirely to the Engliih, and retire farther into the 
country, which they did accordingly. And the March following Mr. Calvert and the 
planters were left in the quiet pofleflion of the whole town, to which they gave the name 
of St. Mary’s ; and it was agreed on both fides, that if any wrong was done by dther 
party, the nation offending fhould make full fatisfaftion for the injury. The reafons 
the Yoamaco Indians were fo ready to enter into a treaty with the Engliih, and yield 
them part of their country, was in hopes of obtaining their prote£l;ion and aflifiance 
againft the Safquahanah Indians, their northern neighbours, with wh.m;they were then 
at war; and, indeed, the Yoamaco Indians were upon the point of abaiM^cH^g their 
country, to avoitkthe fury of the Safquahanah nation, before the Englifli at^Ted. From 
whence it appears 'that the adventurers fent over by the Lord Baldmor^ cannot be 
charged with any injuftice in fettling themfelves in this part of America, being invited 
to it by the oi;^gmal inhabitants. 

The inhabitants wh® were thus fettled at St. Mary’s applied themfelves with great 
diligence to cultivating the ground, and raifed large quantities of Indian com, while the 
native went every day into the woods to hunt for game, bimging home venifon and 
turkies to the EnglHh colony ioi abundance, for which they received knives, tools, and 
you xii. R R ' ‘ ta^3 
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toys in return. AnS thus both fladoijs lived in the greateH frifepiffl®’, i 
offices to each other ; till foihe of the Enp^iffi ki Virginia^ envious or %§c|i 
this thriving colbny, fuggcfted to the* Indians that thefe ftrangers were not rea 
as y)retended, but Spaniards, and would enflave them as they had done 
their countrymen ; and the Indians were fo credulous as to believe it, and appeared 
jealdus of Mr. Calvert, making preparations as if they intended to fell upon the ftran* 
l^ers, which the Englilh perceiving, flood upon their guard, and ereded a fort for their 
fccurity, on which «iey planted feveral pieces of ordnance ; at the firing whereof the 
Yoamacos werfi fo terrified, that they abandoned their country without any other coin- 
pulfion, and left the Englilh in full poffeffion of it ; who receiving fupphes and rein- 
foreements continually from England, and having no other enemy to contend with than 
aguds and fevers (which fwept off fome of them before they found out a proper regi- 
men for the climate) they foon became a flourifhing people, many Roman Catholic 
^iSdlulies of quality and fortune tranfpordng thcmfelves thither to avoid the penal laws 
rtiade againft them in England ; and Maryland has been a place of refuge for thofe of 
thatperfuafion from that day to this. 

While the civil war lafted in England the Lord Baltimore’s family were deprived of 
the government of this province, but were reftored to their right by King Charles 11. 
foon after his own rcttoration. Whereupon the Lord Baltimore fent over his fon, 
Charles Calvert, afterwards Lord Baltimore, to be governor of Maryland, who con- 
^ued in that poll upwards of twenty years, and long after his father’s death. By whofe 
prudence the colony became almoft as confiderdble as Virginia, for its tobacco and other 
produds of the foil ; and all the Indian nations on that fide put themfelves under their 
pfoteflaon. The Indian chiefs were appointed, or at leaft approved and confirmed in 
riieir commands, by the Lord Baltimore the proprietor, whofe fuccefs is to be aferibed, 
in a great meafure, to the endeavours he ufed to cultivate a good correfpondence with 
the Indian nations, and to give them as little offence as poffible. * 

In the reign of King James II. we are told that Father Peters, a Jefuit, whom that 
tirince admitted into his councils, which contributed not a little to his lofing firft the 
n^rts of his fubjefts, and after that his dominions, took fuch a prejudice to the then 
KiOrd Baltimore, though of his own religion, but a nobleman of great wifdom, juftice, 
and moderation, that he refolved to deprive him of the power of nominating a goviSr- 
nor, by eactending the royal prer^gati/c at the expence of the grant made by thecroWn 
to the anceftors of his lordlhip. But before this could be effefted, the revolution irtter- 
"vened, but the change of government did not prove ferviceable to his lordfhip ; for the 
Crown profecuting the former proje£t, deprived him of his power of nomination, which 
yvas fo much the harder, becaufe it is univerfally allowed that no people were ever better 
governed than the inhabitants of this colony, while they depended folely upon thK 
noble fetnw*' , 


The toNl Baltimore is a Proteflant, and inherits the virtues as well as the title 
Ufthis Jbdpg In all refpefls a bleffing to that country as he is the proprietoir of 

' k. 'His le^||{Bilp*cAaik<t(>ok the pains to vifit his colony, was received i^Arith all due maikis 
®f relpeft on account of his quality and intereft in that country ; but tvhen he left ft the 
gave him much ftronger teftimonies of their afi^lion, and theft regret ^t'pafting 
»with him, on account of his mildnefs, public Ipint* and fincere godd will towarife 
of which he gave them fo many inftances, and teftified, upon all ocq^qlrMi 
a voadiflefs'ttot only to coipply vdth bttt to go beyoftd theft requefts, that there Was not 
'lAttiter'ln Maryland who <hd'not et^ftldi^ftltn father as a'fether and a> ftieiid tfa^ %6 
4lfofolllp«»pridtor } and to fey^tfilAi;' they had fo touch ejtoerimefe of him ftjf'the 

foltnw 



ll^ifKlRev <;]iara£teK8^, 9|id felt fo, Iktle of ld«l die Isyttei:^ del; it wae extremely natuxal, 
jfeiSie»#o belave as 'fc 

’tSl%atever the great dengn might be wheo^ this &ttlement was firlt made, mod certaia 
It ibti^ ho country in America cao boaft; of having had fewer difturbances on the fcore 
of rc^Sgmn. There are, indeed, of all f>erfuafions in the colony ; but notwithftanding 
this, they live together in the greateft tranquillity, as if they made it their bidinefs to 
forget the points about which they differ, and to remember that they agree in' thofe of 
being Engliflimen and Chriftians, as fufficiently appears by their kind behaviour towards 
the Indians, who have fcarce ever had any difference with them, and of whom the 
colony have no fort of apprehenfions, though they are much more numerous in that 
country than in Virginia. But after {hewing how this country was firft planted, virhat 
remarkable accidents have fince happened therein, and in what ftate the colony now is> 
with refpefl: to the government ; the next thing is to give a fuccinft view of the place 
itfelf, in order to bring it the better to the acquaintance of every Engliih reader who ia 
curious on this fubje£t. 

This province is fituated between 38 and 40 degrees of northern latitude, and between 
44 and 48 degrees of wellern longitude, as is generally computed ; but it muft be 
con&ffed the weftein boundaries are very uncertain, fome extending them beyond the 
Apalachean mountains. The north end of the bay of Chefepeak divides Maryland into 
two parts, called the eaftern and wellern fhores. It is bounded, at prcfent, by part of 
Penfylvania and the Atlantic Ocean on the call, by Virginia Proper on the fouth, and 
by the Apalachean mountains on the weft. It is feparated from Virginia on the fouth 
by the river Potowmack on the weftern fhore, and the river Pocomoac on the eaftern 
fliore, the length from north to fouth being about an hundred and forty miles, and the 
breadth from call to weft, if we extend it no farther thair the country already planted, 
will not be fo much, though its future limits poflibly may extend much farther. As to 
the face of the country, this, as well as Virginia, may be divided into, ift, the Low- 
lands next the fea ; adly, the hilly country towards the heads of the rivers ; and 3dly, 
the Apalachean mountains, which are exceeding high, and run parallel to the Atlantic 
Ocean, viz. from the north-eafl to the foulh-weft. The Lowlands heretofore confified 
of fwamps or wocfds, being one continued foreft almoft, till the Englifli cleared part 
of it, either to make room for their plamations, or for building of Ihips and houfes, 
and the making tobacco calks and pipe-ftaves for exportation, which has made fuch 
havock among their woods, that fome of them begin to apprehend the want of timber, 
efpecially near their forts and rivers ; for as to that which lies remote from the water it 
is of little ufe to them, the price of the carriage exceeding the value of the WQod* 
Towards the heads of the rivers there is a mixture of hills and valleys, as in Virginia, 
well planted with variety of timber and fruit trees ; and where thefe arc wanting there 
are large meadows or favanalis, where the grafs grows to a moll furprizing height. 

This country, like Virginia, is watered by inn,umenible fprings and a great many 
fine rivers, of which the chief are, ill, Potowmack, which, rifin^ in the mountains 
north-well, runs#to the fouth-eaft, and feparates Maryland from yiriptfia-qinjiie fouth? 
weft, fiilling into the middle of the bay of Chefepetik. zdly. The riveir^ocoinoac, 
which riling near the ‘ocean, runs alfo direftly fouth, and then turning to the well, 
fcills alfo into bay of Chefepeak, near VSfatkins’s Point. A line drawn from the 
mouth of the 'river ^e£lly call, to the Atlantic Ocean, is the true boundary between 
Maryland and Virginia on the eaftern Ihore, 3dly, The river Patuxent, which riling, 
in .dmne Arundel county, runs to the foutfi-eau, and falls . kfto the bay of Chefepeak^ 
abopt twenty miles to the nc^thwa^-^ the moudh of Potowmack river. 4thly, ^everj^ 

BE 3 river, 
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river, ^hichiijfes on, the north-weft part of Maryland, running fouth*«aft) fall# Sttttt . 
the upper pari of the faid bay. sthly, ^Cheptonk, which rifes on the eafteria 
rmj# to the ibuth-weft, and falls into* the fame baj^. dthly, SalEiftaa river^ , winch rifea 
in the ^rth»eaft of Maryland, and running abnoft due w^i, huo tho north end 
of the f^d bay. ythly, Wkomo river, which rilhs on the eaftam Ibore, rims to the 
fottth-weft* and fells into the bay almoft againft the mouth of Potowmack river. The 
dth and taft river 1 fhall mention is St. George, on the weft fide of the bay, which, 
running, from north to fouth, falls into the mouth of the river Potowmack. Here the 
Engliln firfl; fettled, and built the town of St. Mary’s. There are a great many more 
rivera capable of receiving large (hips, which, with the numerous bays and cree&s that 
indent the land on ever) fide, gwe the h-ainen ai; opportunity of bringing their veflels 
up to the very piantors’ dtiovs, to receive their freight, as in Virgima. 

■ Theair of thiscounu y ir ex<'e!l:\e hot fome i'Art of thefuminer, and very cold in 

when the north-weit wie-i oiows; but the eativ''' rell us that they are happily 
'pifeted; that their heats are very fel Join troublefome, aud then only by accident, in a 
perfeift calm; but ihat this do' s ii- .i happen above two; or three days in a year, and 
then lafts but a few hours at a time ; and even this inconvenience is made very tolerable 
by their cool (hades, their open rnd ar y rooms, arbours, and grottos; and in Spring 
yjaro Pall the weather is as pleafanf as c-v. be wiflied ; that their winters are not of more 
rithan three or four months d lira i ton. avi in thefe they feldom have one month’s bad 
weather, all the reft they are happy in .. clear air and a bright fun, and are fcarceever 
troubled with fogs ; it is acknowledged they have hard frofts fometimes, but they laft 
no longer than while the wind blows from the north and north-weft points, which is 
cfeldpm more than three or four days. 

■ ^ iAt other times they have no froft at all ; and their frofts are attended with bright and 

.jferene weather ; . and in the Spring, Summer, and Winter, their wli/.ls are only cool 
ipleafantbreez^. Their rains, except in the depth winter, are very e'cclliut and 
ilfefreftiing; in Summer they laft but a few hours, enu .iic ' l>nghL weather fucceeds: 
however, it is acknowledged that theftro . -.'i vv ier fail in Summer are very heavy for 
Retime they laft : and the part of the c^' .io y Vvuich lies on the bays of the fea and the 
mouths of the rivers, which !'■' much :!s. belt peoplnl, i.s certainly hot and moift; 
indeed, higher up the countr . whiibcr {h *. 'if. jc are now extended, the air is 

much more healthful, efp' iiai .y fi''ce rho'-d-i !.!. ir,. m . red of wood. They ha-ve here, 
however, dnadfui ‘.hu’xLr oi ih. hr .v ..r: b it ..c it cools and refreihes the 


air they, rather w'ih fUr i. ih "; .h i''.;:, d,. ug’. lueumes dou r."..'';! tnifclnef^ butlefe 
formerly. ; .b 

the Indians transfeued, or yielded, tins province to the EngKfti, it has beeil 
into ten counties, on the vveft fide of fb? bay^ and four on tfrc eaft fide of itj 
thofeo!!! tbe weft fide; taking them from fotttb:td ^ortb» aye* Mary’s couiity { 

i 3 . Charles coantyj 3. Prince Georgecounrif ; 4. Calv^,t.dpuRt|ri'^^^;<^^^^ 
ji||i^ty ; aiid’-b. .vBaltunofe county. Theemi’i^. 

uom the fouth, are; 1. Somerfet county.: 9. Don! 


=^|i^unty ; and 6. ..Baltimofe county. Tbeemn^. on this bay; l^g 

npm. the fouth, are; 1. .Somerfet county.; 9. DoxhheAer.. ap^rmty ; - 3. Talbot 
4i Cecil coimty, A#;T6r ,thec.ounl^ of . jhat .pt -die part of it 

to be in Peilfylvania.' i.^,;Mary, 
il^y.'i'ftnr'jbtne time,, of the whole 

degr^ and fome:'iaifluiAi'niM ^^ g^^ been indr 

in fort for its 
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Upon the dectine ; for the fame humour prevails here as in Virginia^ of gentlupaens’ 
living on their refpcftive plantations, and not in towns. 

lathkfjjQunty ajfo fir? the jpapihcs of Herviogton, St. Clement’s, and St. John’s j 
andherefea «#ed M^aparty, fmute 

on the month of ChW» wpicB lies north of 

St. Mary's, 9re all4fe that of Prince George, 

the parilh k dt«lM flBm Charles county 

by the rivi^r Of WkjglWi. Wwil^tw* mi Calveitou. la 

thccounl^of'jiMp ijtund^ Iks north nf Cbto^es county, the chief tov^n is 


Annapolk,' no» ^capital c^wmwoviiv^^ n«4 fbniiEtty cnllcd Satrh, being fituato 
on the riv*Mt of tn^ name, in 30 duress and feie mlautps ncdritfi latitude. liere the 
courts of jufliee aod the general af^hlies were ordered to be held in the year i6g^} 
and this has ever fmee been the refidencp of the governor; notwithllanding wliich, 
there are not yet an hundred houfes built in the town. 

In Baltimore county, which lies between Anne Arundel cotmty and the province of 
Ptnf) Ivania, is thO parilh of Baltimore, fituate o'* the north-weft part of the bay of 
ChelepcaJk. In Somerfet county, uhich is the moft foutherly county on the caft lidp 
of the bay, are the town and parilh of Somerfet. In Dorcheftei county, wliich lies 
north of Somerfet, ire the town and parilh of Dorchefter, befulcs ^ great many Indian 
towns. In Talbot county, which lies north of Dorcliefter, are the parilhes of Oxford, 
St. Michael's, Bohngbrooke, and Cecil, the moft noitherly county on the eaft fide of 
the bay, i$ bounded both on the north and eaft by the province of PenfjJvania. 

Throughout the whole colony of Mar) land, as in that of Virginia, the L'nglilh live 
at large at their feveral plantations, which hinders the increafe of towns ; indeed every 
plantation is a little town ufelf and can very well fubfift with provifions and neceflaries; 
every confiderable planter’s warehoufe bemg like a Ihop, where he fupplies not only 
himlelf with what^BBV'unts, butthe inferior planters, fervants, and labourers ; and has 
commodities to baiter for tobacco and othei goods, there being little money in this 
province, iupt4 lihik occalion for any, as long as tabaxtio smfwers all th<« ufes of filver 
and gold hi hade. There are few merchants or lliopkeepers, who may bp properly fo 
called, aijid^Te wholly by their trade; the tobacco of this proymcc, called Oronoko, 
isftrongor man tliat of Virginia ; and no Englifliman, wholws not a vety coarfe relifh, 
w'ill bear k } y#t it k ^ profiiablc to the planter, and to the trade of the nation in gene- 
ral, being msNtmahd in the eaAem and northern parts erf Europe, vhere it is pre^red 
before tlm|!ire«-ihented tobaetto of James'andYork nvm, in Virginia. The p^tegrs 
in Marykmd findiii||fo good yeim: fo|' theh commodity tp fijrdgn markets, has^'c^ll. 
vated it tp^produce at mUch tdbacco U 


UtM from the uriattinj^ 
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laid down in the foregoing account of the colony of Virginia ; which may likewife fgc^ 
withrefpeft to all the other colonies that do not interfere with their mother-couati^;:iB 
their manufafturcs. « 

20. When Oliver Cromwell, after fubverting entirely the conftitudon of his country, 
took upon him the title of Proteftor, he refolved to obliterate the memory of what was 
paft, by undertaking fomewhat that might be of great and lafting advantage to his 
country. It was with this view, and to rid himfelf of many officers whom he fufpedled, 
that he framed a project of attacking the Spaniards in the Weft Indies, and of taking 
from them the noble ifland of Ilifpaniola or St. Domingo ; in the adjufting of wliich 
defign he depenlled chiefly on the information he received from one Father Gage a prielt, 
who had been many years in the Spanifli America, and who died in this voyage ; for 
which though great preparations were made yet they went on very flowly, ajid it was 
certainly thought the bed conceived, yet the worft executed of all his enterprizes. 

The fquadroii commanded by General Penn being ordcre*d to rendezvous at Portf- 
mouth, where the land forces were to embark, complaints were made to Venables of 
diforders and difeontents among the people, and more particularly about the badnels ctf 
the provifions j which, by his means, being made known to General Defborrow, he, 
by very harlli expreffions, fignified his difeontent thereat j and particularly charged 
Venables with a defign of fruftrating the intended expedition, by being the author of 
reports which were falfe ; while he, on the other hand, endeavoured to juftify himfelf, 
and to fliew that he intended no otherwife than for the public good ; and there was a 
fhrewd fufpicion that Defborrow’s diffatisfa£tion herein arofe from his being coiKerned 
with thofe who had the management of viftualling the navy. After Venables had 
attended near four months without any pofitive aflurance whether the Government was 
determined to go on with the defign or not, although it was publicly difeourfed of, and 
the Spaniards had thereby not only the knowledge thereof, but opportunities of pro- 
viding for their defence ; he was fome time after fent to, and dire^ed to hold himfelf 
in a readinefs to proceed ; and though he then requefted that the draughts which were 
to be made out of the regiments might be men in all refpeSs fitting for the intended 
fervice, yet the colonels were permitted to pick and cull them as they pleafed, infomuch 
that mofl of them were raw and altogether undifciplined; and amr^gft them many 
Irilh Papifts ; nor had not half of them arras in any degree ferviceable ; and fo far 
were the Council from permitting him o flay till better could be furniffied in their 
room, that they fent him pofitive orders to leave the town next day, upon pain of 
imprifonment. 

Before he came to Portfmouth’many of the troops were emhipked, and the reft 
{hipping off with the utmofl hafte, fo that he had no opportunity of viewing, much 
lefs of exercifing, them on Ihore ; and thereby informing himfelf of their condition, 
with refpe^t to their abilities or otherwife ; and although he was promifed that the 
ftore-fhip, with arms and other neceffiaries, ihould join him at Spithead, he was at laft 
tqld that no delay muft be made in ftaying for her, but that he might expefb her 
coming to him at Barbadoes. He was likewife aflured that he ihould carry out with 
him, at leaft, ten months provifion for ten thoufand men, but the mvoft part thereof 
was fent back to London, to be {hipped off there, under pretenefe that there was not 
liifficient room for the fame in the mips at Portfmouth, although the officers in the 
fleet found paffage in them for no inconfiderable quantities of goods, with which they 
deligned to traffic when they arrived at the aforefeid ifland. 

The forces being embaj^ed, and the wind prefenting fair, the fquadron failed, and 
arri||d at Bajtbadoes on the 29th day of January 1654 j foon after which General 
t* t . Venables 
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wrote to die Protedtoir, the Lord PrefideOt of the Council Laurence, theLord 
■^ialabelji, '^d feveral others, letring thent know in a miferable condition thfe 
«rniy was, and how deftitute they were, no|t only of provifions but arms and other 
tnecefijufies proper for carrying on the intended defign; infomuch that they were con- 
ftrained to make the hardeft mifts to fupply them with the fmall quantities either of one 
or the other that could be had in thefe parts. The firft thing that was done after the 
fleet’s arrival at Barbadoes was the feizing fuch Dutch Ihips and veffels as were found 
there, and General Penn appointed a nephew of his to take an account of their cargoes 
and all things belonging to them, without admitting any check • on Jiim as General 
Venables defircd and infifted on, that fo no embezzlements might be made. 

The i 8th of March Venables thought it neceffary to hold a council of war of the 
iand officers, to confider of the ftate of the army ; and it was refolved to make thefe 
propofitions to Penn, amqng feveral others, viz. ift. That as the officers of the army 
had refolved not todefert the fleet, ho with his officeis would reciprocally refolve not 
to leave the army, at leaft not till fuch time as their expected fupplies arrived from 
England, adly. That it ffiould be propofed to the commiflioncis, that a fit quantity of 
ihipping might be taken up for tranfporting the forces. 3 dly, That they might not 
proceed on fervice with lefs than twenty tons of ball, and that they might likewife be 
furniffied from the fleet with two hundred fire-arms, fix hundred pMtes, befides piftols, 
carbines, and two hundred half-pikes. To this Venables received no fatisfaftory 
anfwer from Penn, and the ftores not arriving from England, he again defired to know 
flrom him what arms, fliot, match, and other neceflaries he could furniffi from the 
fleet ; General Delborrow having affured him, when in England, that the commiffionete 
had power to difpofe of what might be on board the Ihips to the ncceflary ufe of the 
army ; but to this Penn returned him an anfwer, that fifteen fhot a man, and a few 
tons of match, was all he could fpare ; befides which, he at length prevailed with him 
to add thereunto a few half and quarter pikes, which gave occafion to one of the cora- 
miffioners to let fall fome words, as if he doubted they were betrayed. 

Befides all thefe difappointments, and the badnefs of the provifions fent fromEng^ 
land, yet even of them the foldiers were put to fliort allowance, while the feamen were 
at whole, which occafioned no little difeontent, and rendered them very fickly and 
weak; and as the commiffioners were empowered and required to difpofe of all prizes 
and booty taken towards defhiying the charge of the expedition, and only a fortnight’s 
pay was offered to the officers and foldiers in lieu of whatever booty fhould be taken at 
St. Domingo (whither they were firft defigned from, Barbadoes) it very much increafed 
die dilTatisfadtion of the army ; for moft of the officers, when they fet forwards on the 
expedition, were in hopes of bettering themfelves very confiderably. At length Gene- 
Tal Vensd)les prevailed with the officers and men to accept of fix weeks pay inftead of 
their plunder ; and thereupon himfelf and Penn ilfued out orders, reftraiiang all perfons 
from pillaging without orders, or from concealing the fame on pain of death and for- 
feiture of their pay. But although the officers were willing to fubmit tOs^feSe, yet, the 
commiffioners rftfufed to fign it, infomuch that the foldiers publicly dettlafiS.they Would 
return to Engtand*, and never more ftrifce a ftroke where there were cbmmi^uners who 
Ihoidd have power to controul the army. 

The fleet Ijeing now in a readinefs to ftul. General Venables, widifome of the com- 
miffioners the officers of the army, propofed that they might proceed to the harbour 
of St. Domingo (but for what reafon it doth notappenr, unlm it was for want of expe- 
ri^ced pilots). That was refufed, and a refblution taken to%md the troops at the rivCT 
Tiind ; that fd they might endeavour to force the fort md trench. It was alfo refolveil 
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among the land officers, i (I, That the regiments fhould call lots which of them ihoald 
go on Ihore firft. 2dly, That two or three regiments Ihojild be landed at once. 3 dly> 
That the feconds to each regiment Ihould be appointed. 4thly, That the Ihips wherein 
the regiments were, Ihould keep near each other, for their more regular lanffing. And 
it was further determined, that if the fiirges of the fea ran high, and that the enemy 
were prepared to defend the fort and trench, the army (liould be landed behind the 
fecond point to leeward, and that when on Ihore, one regiment fliould be ordered to 
march eaftward of the city, provided General Penn would engage to furnilh the army 
with all neceflaries. 

Lots having been call as aforefaid, it fell to Colonel Buller’s regiment to land firft, 
and there was one Cox who had lived in thofe parts many years, who was to have been 
their guide, but he had been font of fome errand by Penn, fo that he was at this time 
abfent ; and Vice Admiral Goodlon declaring that he neither had orders to go into 
Hind River, nor pilots to conduct the fhip there-into ; the army were conftrained to 
land at the weft point (which Venables pn)tefted againft) and by that means were 
expofed to a tedious niarch of forty miles, through a thick woody country, without 
any guide, infomuch that both horfc and men, by the fatigue and extremity of heat 
fell down with thirft, and were iniferably afflifted with the Ilux, by their eating oranges 
and other green fruit, having no water to moiften their mouths with. After four 
days march the army came to the place where they might firft have been put on 
fhore ; but by that time the enemy had fummoned in the whole country to their 
affiftance ; and even now many of the foldiers had no more than one day’s provifions 
of the three that had been promifed them from the fliips. 

Colonel Buller being fent with his regiment to a particular ftation near Hind River, 
and ordered not to ftir from thence until the reft of the army joined him, he was fo far 
from complying with thofe commands from the general, that he marched away under 
the guidance or Cox, who was now arrived from the fleet ; infomuch that for want of 
the laid guide, the general, miftaking the way, marched ten or twelve miles about ; 
and Buller having fuffered his men to ftraggle, they fell into, and fufiered much by, 
the ambufeades laid by the enemy. The hardfliips the forces had undergone for want 
of provifions, and their being denied what plunder they might happ*en to take at St. 
Domingo, fo exafperated them, that the feamen who had bean firft fent alhore, and 
foon after thofe on the land, w< -e in m. general mutiny*, however, in this condition 
they forded the river Hind, witti a refolution to maich to the harbour, that fo they 
might be furnilhed with provifions and ammunition from the Ihips, but they were 
ftrangers to the way, neither had tfiey any water to drink. At length Colonel Buller, 
and Cox the guide, joined them, promifed to conduft them to a place where they might 
be fupplied with water. But fome of the faid colonel’s men having rambled about for 
pillage, encouraged the enemy to lay ambufeades for them in their march, who, falling 
upon the forlorn, routed them, and killed fevcral officers ; but they were foon after 
beaten back with lofs, and purfued within cannon-ftiot of the town ; yet when the aftion 
was over, many men, as well as horfes, periflied with thirft. * 

A council of war being called to confider of the condition of the army, it was found 
that many of the men had eat nothing for four days together, unlefs it were fome fruits 
they gathered in the woods} and that they were without water, the Spaniards having 
ftopped up all their wells within fevcral miles of the town. Neither knew they the 
country, or how to get to their (hips, for Cox the guide was flain in the laft fldrmifti ; 
however, al^r mature coiftideration, it was refolved to march to the harbour in the bell 
maniMt lltey could, and at length arriving there, they ftaid three or four days to 
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Httirmfh thimfelves with provifions and other neceflaries, and then advanced ■with a 
iiiOrtar piece, in order to reduce the fort ; but the enemy having laid an ambufcade, 
they charged die van, -which was to have been led by Adjutant General Jackfon, very 
vigoroufly, and were anfwered in like manner ; whereas Jackfon’s party running away, 
and the palTage through the woods being very narrow, they fell upon the general’s own 
regiment, who, to no purpofe, endeavoured to flop them with their pikes j for they firft 
difordcred that regiment, and foon after Major General Haynes’s ; mean while the 
enemy followed very eagerly, and giving no quarter, the faid major general, and the 
beft of his officers, who preferred death before flight, fell in the adion. , 

At length the general’s own regiment making head againft them, as alfo that of the 
feamen, commanded by Vice Admiral Goodfon, they, with their fwords, forced the 
runaways into the woods, rather chufing to kill them than they fhould diforder the 
reft ; which the enemy perceiving, they retreated, and our men kept their ground, 
though the fhot from the fort killed many of them. I’hc troops, neverthelefs, were ft> 
very weak and difheartcned, that not m-any of them could be brought to play the mortar 
againft the fort ; and though the general was reduced to a very low condition by the 
flux, he caufed himfelf to be led from place to place to encourage them ; but fainting 
at laft, was forced to leave the care to Major General Fortefeue, who foon found that 
he could prevail no more than the general himfelf. It was refolVed foon after, at a 
council of war, that fince the enemy had guarded every pafs, and that the army were 
under very great neceflitics for water, they fliould march to a place where they had 
been informed a fupply thereof, and of other neceffaries, had been put on fltore for 
them from the Ihips. But in that march the foldiers accompanied their officers no 
farther than till they found them in danger, and then left them, infotnuch that the 
commiffioners owned, in a letter they wrote to the governor at Barbadoes, that had 
not the enemy been as fearful as our o-wn men, they might, in a few days, have 
deftroyed the whole army; and withal they let him know, that thofc who had occafioned 
the greateft diforder, were thofe of Barbadoes and St. Chriftophers, infomuch that they, 
the faid commiffioners, who were Fenn, Winllow, and Buller, had refolved to leave the 
place, and try what could be done againft the illand of Jamaica. 

21. The army was accordingly in little time embarked, but the fick and wounded 
were kept on the bare decks /or forty-eight hours, without meat, drink, or dreffing, in- 
fomuch that worms bred in their fores ; and even while they were on fliore the pro- 
vifions fent to them were not watered, but candied with fait, notwithftanding they had 
not water fufficient to quench their thirft. Nay, after this misfortune on Ihore, Venables 
averred that Penn gave Rear Admiral Blagge orders not to furnilh them with any more 
provifions of what kind foever, fo that they eat up all the horfes, dogs, and affes, in the 
camp, and fome of them fuch things as were in thcmfelves poifonous, of which about 
forty died ; and before the forces were embarked. Adjutant General Jackfon was tried 
by a court martial, and not only fentenced to be cafliiered, and his fword broken over 
his head, but to ^o the duty of a fwabber, in keeping clean the hofpital fhips ; a puniffi- 
ment fuitable to ffis notorious cowardice. The fleet and troops arriving at Jamaica, 
orders were ilTued by General Venables, that where it fliould be found any man at- 
tempted to run away, the next man to him fliould put him to death, or that if he failed fo 
to do, he fliould be liable to be tried for his life ; and now all the troops being ready 
for fervice they advanced towards the fort, which they made themfelves mafters of 
with little lofs ; and next morning when the fun rofe, thw began to march towards 
the Savannah, which was near the town, when fome Spaniards came towards them, 
and defired to treat j but the general refufed fo to do, un'lefs they would fend theta 
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a conftant fupply of provifions, then much wanted ; which they punctually did, ac*' 
cording to the promife they had made. The articles agreed on at lafl: were thefe, viz. 
I ft. That all forts, arms, ammunitions*, and neceffaries for war, and all kinds of {hip- 
ping in any harbour in the illand, with their furniture, &c. as alfo all goods, wares, 
merchandize, &c. ftiould be delivei-ed up to general Venables, or whom he (hould 
appoint for the ufe of the proteClor, and the commonwealth of England, adly. That all 
and every of the inhabitants of the ifland (except fome that were particularly named) 
Ihould have their lives granted, and as thofe who inclined to flay had leave fo to do, 
fo was it agreed -to transport the others to New Spain, or fome other of the dominions 
belonging to the king of Spain in America, together with their apparel, books, and 
papers, they providing themfelves with victuals and neceffaries. 3dly. That all com- 
million officers, and none others, {hould be permitted to wear their rapiers and poniards. 
4thly. All artificers, and meaner fort of people, lliould be permitted to remain on the 
iflan d, ;md to enjoy their goods, provided they conformed themfelves to the laws which 
ihould be eftabliffied. 


By thefe means the noble ifland of Jamaica was fubdued, and though the Spaniards 
continued to lurk in fome parts of the ifland for feveral years afterwards, and once 
made a bold attempt to recover the place ; yet Colonel Doyly forced them to with- 
draw, and reduced foe whole ifland fo effeftually, that at the Reftoration the Spaniards 
yielded it to the crown of Great Britain, to which it has belonged ever fince j and is, 
beyond queftion, the nobleft poffcffion we have in thefe parts. The hiftory of this 
country, fince it came into our poffeffion, is fo well known, and would alfo take up 
fo much room, that we cannot enter into it here, nor indeed is it neceffary, becaufe 
our chief bufmefs is to fhew the value and importance of our colonies, with refped to 
their mother country, which is always beft done by deferibing the plantation, explain- 
ing the nature of its produCt, and giving ^ good an~account as may be of the nature 
or its trade and the number of its inhabitants ; and as this appears to be the moft 


material part, to an Englilh reader, where we cannot infert all that relates to a colony, 
we prefer this part to any other. 

at. We have a very large and accurate account of this nobte country, written by a 
learned, candid, and indefatigable perfon, who refided long theVe, I mean Sir Hans 
Sloane, from whom others have taken their materials, and fo mu^f I » as not knowing 
where to find any fo good, or tliat may be fo well depended upon ; which acknow- 
ledgment, as it is due to his merit, I think it but juftice to mak^» as I hope it will add 
fome degree of credit both to his work and mine. 

It is from him, therefore, that we learn moft of the partiep^^ars, which follow, and 
are every way fufficient for our purpofe. Jamaica is fitiwated on the Atlantic Ocean, 
between 17 and 18 degrees north latitude, and between\ 76 and 79 degrees weftem 
lon^tude, about twenty leagues eaft of Hifpaniola and as many fouth of Cviba, and 
upwards of an hundred and fifty leagues to the northward* of Porto Bello and Cartha- 
gena, on the coaft of Terra Firms. This ifland ftretches fn W eaft to weft one hundr/* 
and forty miles in length and about fixiy in breadth in the middle j growing lefs tov 
each end j the form is pretty near oval. * 

The whole ifland has one continued ridge of hills running t^om eaft to weft throtpr 
the middle of it, which are generally called the Blue Mountain'^ > the tops of fomeit?^ 
higher than others ; one of the higheft is called Mont Diabolo'*.’ other hills thqre 
on each fide of this ri^e^f mountains, which, however, are mucu’.jower. The out- 
5^d lace of the earA ^ms to be different here from what it is in Europe, the valleys 
wl^g.very levrfj viMp little or no rifing ground or fmaft hilk^ rocks or 
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(bones ; the mountainous part is very fteep, and furrowed by very deep channels on 
the north and fouth fide or the highm hills ; thefe channels are made here by frequent 
and very violent rains, whicn every day almoll fall on the mountains, and firll wearing 
a fmall trough or courfe for their paflage, walh away afterwards whatever comes in 
the way, and make their chaimels extraordinary fteep. The greateft part of the high 
land of this ifland is either ftone or clay, which refills the rains, and fo is not carried 
down violently with them into the plains, as the mould proper for tillage and friable 
earths are : hence it is, that in thefe mountainous places one fliall have very little or 
none of fuch earths, but either a very ftrong tough clay or a honey-comb, or other rock, 
upon which no earth appears. All the high land is covered with woo'ds, fome of the 
trees very good timber, tall and ftraight j and one would wonder how fuch trees 
Ihould grow in fuch a barren foil, fo thick together among the rocks ; but the trees 
fend down their fibrous roots into the crannies of the rocks, where here gnd there they 
meet with little receptacles of rain water, which nourilh their roots. 

It is a very ftrange thing to fee in how fhort a time a plantation formerly cleared of 
trees and Ihrubs will commonly grow foul, which arifes from two caufes ; one, the 
not ftubbing the roots, whence arifes young fprouts, and the other the fertility of the 
foil. The fettlements and plantations not only of the Indians but the Spaniards being 
quite overgrown with tall trees, fo that there would be no footHIeps left were it not 
for old pailifadoes, building, orange walks, &c. which evidently Ihew plantations have 
been there. There are the fame layers of earth, one over another, in the fruitful part 
of the ifland, as arc to be met with in Europe ; and the fame difference of foil appears 
as in England, in digging of wells, and other occafions of opening the ground. Moll 
of the favanahs, or plains fit for pafture and cleared of wood, are like our meadow 
land, lie near the fouth fide of the ifland, where one may ride a great many miles 
without meeting the leaft afeent ; fome of thefe plains are within land, incircled with 
hills. Thefe favanahs after rain are very green and pleafant, but after long droughts 
are very much withered, and look yellow and parched. 

The chief ports in the ifland arc, i. Port Royal, a fine capacious harbour. 2. Old 
Harbour, which lies feven or eight miles fouth-weft of St. Jago. 3. Port Morant, at 
the eaft end of the ifland ; and, 4. Point Negril at the welt end of this ifland ; befides 
which, are feveral more on the fouth and north fides of the ifland ; but it is dangerous 
approaching the coaft witheJut a pilot, on account of the coral rocks, which almoft fur- 
round it. There are near an hundred rivers in Jamaica, but none of them navigable ; 
for rifmg in the mountains in the middle of the ifland, they precipitate themfelves 
down the rocks to the north or fouth, falling into the lea before they have run many 
miles, and carrying down w'ith them frequently great pieces of rock and timber. Yet 
frelh water is very fcarce in dry years in the favanahs dillant from rivers, fo that many 
of their cattle die with driving to water. Near the fea the well-water, as at Port Royal 
is brackilh ; this brackilh water, which is very common in wells on fea Ihores, is not 
wholefome, but the caufe of fluxes and other difeafes in failors by their drinking it. 

Their river w&ter carries with it much clay or earth, and has an odd tafte, which in 
St. Jago gives occafipn to the Spaniards to call it Rio Cobre, and the Englift to fay it 
is not wholefome, and taftes of copper j whereas, on the trial of the fand, there is no 
metal found^therein ; this river-water, however, if fuffered to fettle fome days in earthen 
jars is good ; fpring-water, at a diftance from the fea, is preferred to river or pond- 
watef. There are fome fprings as well as rivers, which putrify their channels, and Hop 
their courfe by a cement, uniting the gravel and fand in theiJk bottoms. I’here is a hot- 
bath or fpring near Port Morant, in the eaft part of the ifland, fituate in a wood, which 
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hath been bathed in, and drunk of late years for the belly-ach, the common difeale of the* 
country, with great fuccefs. A great nrany fait fprings aafe in a level ground under 
the foils in Cabbage-tree Bottom, about a mile or two diftant from the fea, which 
united, make what is called the ^It River. Salt is made here in ponds, into which 
the fea or fait water comes, and by the heat of the fun the moifture being exhaled, 
leaves the fait wliich is in great plenty ; at the fait ponds about Old Harbour the 
fait is not perfcftly white, or in fmall grains, but in large lumps, and has an eye of red 
in it, as feme Sal Gemmje from Spain, or what comes from the ifland of Salt Tortuga 
near the main of America, which is here reckoned the flronger and better. Salt 
l.agunas, or great ponds, there are many here, one whereof, Riottoa Pond, receives a 
great deal of water by a river, which yet has no vifible rivulet or difeharge runs from 
it ; Ibme rivers in the mountains rife above and go under ground again in a great 
many places. Rio d’Oro particularly falls and riles two qr three times, and fo it is 
in many others. At Abraham’s plantation on the north fide is a river, which has ftopt 
its own courie by letting a fettleinent fall, and putrifying its own bottom. It is very 
common to have cataracts or cafeades in rivers among the mountains fifty or fixty 
feet high. 

This ifland being feven degrees wiriiin the tropic, has the trade wind continually 
there, which is on the fouth fide of the ifland, called the fea breeze. It comes about 
eight o’clock in the morning, and incrcafes till twelve in the day ; and then, as the 
fun grows lower, it decreal'es till there is none at four in the evening. About eight in 
the evening begins the land breeze, blowing four leagues into the fea, and continues 
increafing till twelve at night, and decreafes again till four. The fea breeze is now 
and then more violent than at other times, as at new or full moon, and encroaches 
very much- on the land winds ; and the Norths when they reign, viz, in the months of 
December, January and February, blow over the ridge of mountains with violence^ 
and hinder the fea breeze, which blows flronger and longer near the fea, as at Port 
Royal, or PalTageFort, than within land as at St.Jago de la Vega, orSpanifliTown;. 
as on the contrary the land w’ind blows harder at the town than at Paffage Fort, or 
Port Royal.. The land wind blowing at night, and the fea breeze in the day-time, no 
fhipping can come into the port except in the day, nor go out, but at break of day, 
or very foon after. 

The Norths, as they call them, come in when the fun* is near the tropic of Capri- 
corn, and fo farthell oft’ foutherly, and are very cold and unhealthy winds, more 
violent in the night becaufe it is th.en they have the additional force of the land wind; 
They check the growth of canes, and all vegetables on the north-fide, but are hindered 
by the ridge of mountains from fhewing much of their fury on- the fouth, where it 
feldom rains with this wind. The fouth winds bring the moll lading rains. The rains 
from the fouth are lading on the fouth fide of this ifland. As at fea with the trade 
winds one meets with tornadoes, fo at land here fometimes will be a violent weft, 
diredly contrary to the trade wind ; but this happens feldom, and is foon over. The 
fea-breeze, when it blows hard, is thought to hinder the rain from comihg to the plains, 
it for the moft part then raining on the hills. On this account it is that there are iii 
the mountains many fprings and rivers, and few or none in the plains. .And this- is 
liketvife the caufe why there is never any want of water in the rivers coming from them 
through the plains, and likewife that, fometimes rivers fuffer very great increa% and 
inundations in the plains when no rains have fallen in the places w here fuch inun- 
dadons appear. ^ 

Esirthquakfes, 



THE EN^tlSH IM AMERICA 


317 

’ Earthquakes, as they are very frequent in Hifpaniola, where they have formerly 
thrown down the town of St. Domingo ; fo they are too common" alfo here ; the inha- 
bitants expert one every year, and fome of them* think they follow their great rains : 
one happened on Sunday the 19th of February 1688 ; as if people had raifed the 
foundation of the houfes, it was felt all over the ifland about the fame time, fome 
houfes being wrecked, and very near ruined, and very few efcaped fome injury ; the 
people were in a very great confternation, and the fhips in Pbrt Royal harbour felt it : 
it was obferved, that the ground rofe like the fea^ in waves, as the earthquake palTed 
along. But this was nothing to die earthquake w'hich happened at Port Royal in the 
year 1692, by wdiich that town was almoft fwallowed up. Thunder is heard almolt 
every day in the mountains, with the rains there, fo that any perfon in the plains may 
hear it, as well as fee the rain ; it does not fo ordinarily accompany thofe rains that 
come from the fea, although when it does it is very violent. Lightning, for the moft 
part precedes thunder in this ifland, as elfewhere ; and, if it be fair w'eather, efpecially- 
in the hottell feafons, it lightens almoft all the night, firll in one part of the Iky or 
horizon, out of fome clouds, and then out of others oppofite to them, as it were 
anfwering one another. Froft or fnow are never feeiv in this hot climate ; but 
Ibmetimes hail, and that very large ; it comes with very great norths, which reach 
with great violence to the Iburh fide, and throw down every thing .before them. 

The dews here are fo great within land, that the water drops from the leaves of the 
trees in a morning, as if it had rained ; a man riding in the night, will find his 
cloaths, hair, &c. very wet in a fmall time; but there are fcldom<any fogs in the plains 
or fandy places near the fea. The rains there are violent, and the drops very large ; 
according to the dilferent pofitions of places, fo the rains are more or lefs violent, and 
come at diflerent times, but generally fpeaking the great rainy feafons are in May and 
Oftober ; in which months, at new or full moon they begin, and continue day and 
night for a whole fortnight, fo that the earth in all level places is hiid under water for 
fome inches, and it becomes loofe for fome inches deep, and confequently the roads 
are almoft impaffable. “ In the town of St. Jago de la Vega, in thofe rainy feafons, I 
“ was forced to ride on horfeback (fays Dr. Sloane) although but from door to door, 
“ to vifit the fick.” And thofe feafons, as they are called, from being fit to plant in, 
are generally io over the whole ifland, though they are much altered in their time and 
violence of late years, which arifes from the clearing much of the country of wood; 
In the month of January is likewife expelled a feafon, or rain ; but this is not fo 
conftant and violent us the other two, and probably .may tome from the violent norths, 
at that time palling over the mountains, with part of their rains with them. 

As to the produce of the ifland of Jamaica, it is not eafy to give a very clear account 
thereof in a narrow compafs ; however, I lhall do the heft I can. In the firft place I 
Iliall mention cocoa, of which there ftill comes more from this than from any of our 
plantations; and as it is known to be a very rich and valuable commodity, the reader 
will probably be pleafed with a particular account of it. Cocoa grows on a tree in 
cods, green, refl, and yellow, every cod having in it three, four, or five kernels, about 
the bignefs and lhape of fmall chefs-nuts, which are feparate from each other by a 
fubftance like the pulp of a roafted apple, moderately lharp and fweet, from which its 
nuts are taken when ripe, and by drying cured. The body of a cocoa tree is com- 
monly about four inches diameter, five feet in height, and about twelve to the top of ^ 
the tree. Thefe trees are very diflerent, for fome Ihoot up in two or three bodies ; 
others in one ; their leaves are, many of them, dead and moft difcoloured, unlefe-oft 
very young trees} a beaimg tree generally yields from two to eight pounds of nuts a 
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year, and each cod contadns from twenty to thirty nuts. The manner of curing them 
18, to cut them down when ripe, and to lay them to fweat three or four days in the 
cods, which is done by laying them in heaps; after this the cods are cut, the nuts 
taken out and put into a trough covered with plantain leaves where they fweat again about 
lixteen or twenty days ; the nuts that are on each cod are km't together by certain 
fibres, and have a white kind of pulp about them, very agreeable to the palate, as has 
been hinted before ; by their turning and fweating, their little firings are broken, and 
their pulp is imbibed and mingled with the fubftance of the nut ; after which they 
are put to dry three or four weeks in the fun, and then they become of a 
' reddifh-dark colour. The cods grow out of the body, or great limbs and boughs ; 
at the fame place there are blof^ms, and young and ripe fruit. It is planted firft 
in fhe night, and always under fhade ; fome fet them under caflave, others under 
plantain trees, and fome in the woods. The Spaniards ufed a certain large fhady 
plant, called by them Madre di Cocoa, the mother of cocoa ; the Englilh ufe the 
others only. 

It mult always be Iheltered from the north-eaft winds. The people at Jamaica 
feldom tranfplant it, only when it falls, as it does often, in open, poor and dry lands ; 
for this tree requires to have a fl.at, moift, low foil, which makes them be planted 
commonly by rivers,, and between mountains. It is an obfervation, that it is ill living 
where there are good cocoa walks. In a year’s time the plant becomes four feet high, 
and has a leaf fix times as big as an old tree, which, as the plant grows bigger, falls 
off, and a leffer comes in its place. The trees are almolt always planted at two feet 
diflant ; and fometimes at three years old, where the ground is good, and the plant 
profperous, it begins to bear a little, and then they cut down all or fome of the 
fhade. The fruit increafes till the tenth or twelfth year, when the tree is fuppofed to 
be in its prime. The root generally fhoots out fuckers, they fupply the place of the 
old flock when dead, or cut down ; luilefs any ill quality of the ground, or air, kill both. 

The manner of planting them is, in order, like our cherry-gardens ; they place 
a plantain by every tree, and when it is grown up it refembles a cherry-tree ; 
it delights in fhade, and for that reafon has the plantain fet by it. The cocoa- 
walks are kept clear from grafs by hoeing and weeding. I'he' trees begin to 
bear at three*, four, or five years, and, did they not aitnofl always die before, 
would come to perfeftion at fifteen years growth, iftid lafl till thirty ; which 
renders them the mofl profitable tree in the world, one acre of them having cleared 
above two hundred pounds in a year ; but the old trees planted by the Spaniards 
being gone by age, and few now thriving, as the Spanifli negroes foretold, little or 
none now is produced worthy the care and pains in planting and expedling it. 
Thofe Haves aferibe its not coming to perfection to a fuperflitious caufe, man y 
religious rites being performed at its planting by the Spaniards, which their Haves 
were not permitted to fee. But it is probable that wary nation, as they removed 
the art of making cochineal, and curing venelloes, into their inland provinces, which 
were the commodities of the iflands in the Indians time, and forba’de the opening 
any mines in them, for fear fome maritime nation might be tempted to conquer 
them } fo in tranfplanting the cocoa from the Caraccas and Guatamala on the continent, 
they migiu conceal, wilfully,' fome fecret in its planting from their Haves. 

TfaCTe is alfo more indigo produced in Jamaica, than in any other colony, by r^on 
of the great qimtity of favanah land, for it thrives befl in fandy ground. The feed 
from wh^e it is railed is <^elIow and round, fomething lefs than a tare. The ground 
is madgijj^ght by hoeing ; then trenches are dug like thofe our gardeners prqiaie for 
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peafe, in which the feed is put about March j it grows ripe in eight weets time, and in 
frefli broken ground will fpring up about three feet high, but in others to no more 
than eighteen inches. The ftalk is full of leaves of a deep green colour, and will, from 
its firft fowing, yield many crops in one year. When it is ripe it is cut and fteeped in 
fats twenty-four hours, then it mull be cleared from the firft water and put into proper 
cifterns, where, when it has been carefully beaten, ft fettles about eighteen hours. In 
thefe cifterns are feveral taps, which let the clear water run out, and the thick is put into 
bags of about three feet long, made commonly of ozenbrigs, which being hung up, all 
the liquid part drops away ; when it will drop no longer, it is put into wooden boxes, 
three feet long, fourten inches wide, and one and a half deep ; thefe* boxes muft be 
placed in the fun till it is very hot, and then taken in till the extreme heat is over ; this 
muft be done continually till it is fufficiently dried. In land that proves proper for 
indigo, the labour of one hand, in a year’s time, will produce between eighty and one 
hundred weight, which may amount from twelve to fifteen poimds to the planter, 
if no accident happen ; for indigo, as well as other commodities in thofe parts, is fub- 
jefl: to many j the moft common are blafting and worms, by which it is frequently 
deftroyed. 

Pimento is another natural produftion of Jamaica, from whence it is called Jamaica 
pepper, alluding to its figure and the chief place of its growth ; t^e trees that bear it 
are generally very tall and fpreading, having a trunk as thick as one’s thigh. It rifes 
ftrait, about thirty feet high, is covered with an extraordinary fmooth Ikin of a grey 
colour ; it is branched out on every hand, having the end of its twigs fet with leaves 
of feveral fizes, the largeft being four or five inches long, and two or three broad, in 
the middle, where it is broadeft, and whence it decreafes to both extremes, ending in a 
point fmooth, thin, Ihining, without any incifures of a deep green colour, and ftanding 
on foot-ftalks an inch long j when bruifed very odoriferous, and in all things like the 
leaves of a bay tree. The ends of the twigs are branched into bunches of flowers, 
and each ftalk fuftaining a flower bending back, within which bend are many ftamina of 
a pale green colour ; to thefe follows a bunch of crowned berries, the crown being 
made up of four fmall leaves, which are bigger, when ripe, than juniper berries ; at 
firft, when fmall,*greenilh, but v^hen they are ripe, black, fmooth and Ihining j con- 
taining in them a moift, green, aromatic pnlp, two large feeds feparated by a membrane, 
each of which is a hemifphete, and both joined make a fpherical feed. 

It grows on all the hilly part of the ifland of Jamaica, but chiefly on the north fide ; 
and wherever thefe trees grow, they are generally left ftanding when other trees are 
felled ; and they are fometimes planted where they never grew, becaufe of the great 
profit from the cured fruit exported yearly in great quantities into Europe. The 
Jamaica pepper tree flowers in June, July, and Auguft, but fooner or later, according 
to their fituation and different feafon for rains ; and after it flowers the fruit foon 
ripens : but it is to be obferved, that in clear open grounds it is fooner ripe than in 
thick woods. There is no great difliculty in curing or prefervlng this fruit for ufe ; 
it is for the moft' part done by the negroes. They climb the trees and pull off the 
twigs with the imripe green fruit, and afterwards carefully feparate the fruit 
from the twigs and leaves, which done, they expofe them to the fun, from the 
rifing to the fetting for many days ; fpreading them thin on cloths, turning them now ■ 
and then, and carefully avoiding the dews which are there very great. By this means 
they bibcome a little wrinkled, and from a green change to a brown colour, when 
they are fit for the muket ; being of different fizes, but coi^monly of the bignefs of 
black pepper } femething like in froeU and tafte to cloves, juniper berries, cinnamon and 
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pepper, or rather having a peculiar mixt fmell, fomewhat a-kin to all of them, from 
•whence it is called all-l’pice. The more fragrant and frnaller they are, they are 
accounted the better. . 

It is defervedly reckoned the belt and moft temperate, mild and innocent, of all 
fpices, and fit to come into greater ufe, and to gain more ground than it has of the 
Eaft India commodities of this kind, almoft all of which it far furpalTes, by promoting 
the digellion of meat, attenuating tough humours, moderately heating and ftrengthening 
the ftomach^ expelling wind, and doing thofe friendly offices to the bowels, wffiich 
we expeft from fpices. 

The wild cilinamon tree, commonly called, though falfly, cortex winteranus, grows 
in this ifland ; its trunk is about the bignefs of the piemento tree, and rifes twenty or 
thirty feet high, having many branches and twigs hanging downwards, making a very 
lovely top ; the bark confilts of tv o parts, one outward and another inward the 
outward bark is as thin as a milled ihilliug, of whitiffi afli or grey colour with fome white 
fpots here and there upon it, and ieveral (hallow furrows of a darker colour ruiming 
varioufly through it, of an aromatic tafte ; the inward bark is much thicker than 
cinnamon, being as thick as a milled crown piece, fmooth, and of a whiter colour than 
the outward, of a much more biting and aromatic tafte, fomething like that of cloves, 
and not glutinous, like cinnamon, but dry and crumbling between the teeth; the 
leaves come out near the ends of the twigs, without any order, (landing on foot-ftalks, 
each of them two inches in length, and one in breadth ; near the end where broadell 
and roughed, being narrow at the beginning, from whence it augments in breadth to 
near its end, of a yellowi(h green colour, ffiining and fmooth, without any incifures 
about its edges, and fomewhat refembling the leaves of bay. 

The ends of the twigs are branched into bunches of flowers, (landing fomewhat 
like umbels, each of which has a foot-ftalk, on the top of which is a calix made up 
of fome little leaves, in which (land five fcarlet or purple patala, within which is a large 
(lylix ; to thefe follow fo many calyculated berries of the bignefs of a large pea, roughim, 
green, and containing, within a mucilaginous pale green thin pulp, four black (hining 
feeds of an irregular figure ; all the parts of this tree, when frefli, are very hot, 
aromatic, and biting to the tafte, fomething like cloves, which is (b troublefoine, as 
fometimes to need the remedy of fair water. It grows in the favanah woods, very 
frequently on each fide the road, between Pafliige Fort and the town of St. Jago dc la 
Vega, The bark of the ■tree is what is chiefly in ufe, both in the Englilh plantations, 
between the tropics in the Weft Indies and in Europe, and is without any difficulty 
cured, by only cutting off" the bark, and letting it dry in the (hade. The ordinary 
fort of people in the Weft Indies ufe it inftead of* all other fpices, being thought very 
good to confume the immoderate humidity of the ftomach, to help digeltion, and expel 
wind, &c. Rum loofes its difagreeable fmell if mixed with this bark. 

The true cortex winteranus, for which the druggifts fell this wild cinnamon, was 
brought by Captain Winter, who accompanied Sir Francis Drake in his voyage round 
the world from the Straights of Magellan. ^ 

There is plenty of cotton in Jamaica, and it is finer than that in the Carribbee 
iflands. The tobacco that was planted there was better than at Barbadoes ; but there is' 
fo little, it deferves not the name of a commodity. Very good tanned leather is made 
there j the tanners have three barks to tan with, mangrove, olive barks, ‘and another. 
They laim better than in England ; and in fix weeks the leather is ready to woit into 
ftioes. There is abundance of dyers woods, as fuftick, red- wood, logwood, and others ; 
Whih fjeveral forts of fweetwoods. The ifland abounds in drugs and n^edicinal, herbs, as 
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guaiacum, china, farfaparilla, caffia, tamarinds, venilloes, many forts of mlflclto ; as alfo in 
ialutary gums and roots ; the plant of which cochineal is made, grows in Jamaica j 
and yet the inhabitants, for want of knowledge h6w to cure it, make no advantage of 
it ; befides the eaft wind blafts it fo, that it feldom or never comes to maturity. 

It is not doubted but that there are copper mines in the ifland ; and the Spaniards fay 
the bells of the great church at St. Jago were made of Jamaica metal ; it is fuppofed 
there are filver mines in it, as well as at Cuba, and on the continent ; and there is a 
place in the mountains of Port Royal, or Caguag, where it is reported the Spaniards 
dug filver, but the Englifh have not been fo happy as to find it. Th^ Spaniards alfo 
found ambergreafe on the coaft, but the Englifh have not often had that good fortune ; 
yet fome years ago an ignorant fellow found i8o pound weight of ambergreafe call 
upon the more, at a place called Ambergreafe Point, where the Spaniards came ufually 
once a year to look for it. . This vaft quantity was divided into two parts, fuppofed by 
rolling and tumbling in the fea ; fome fay it is produced from a creature, as honey 
and filk ; and Mr. Tredway, who viewed this piece, writes, he faw, in fundry places 
in this body, the beak, wings, and part of the body of the creature, which he preferved 
for fome time ; he was alfo told by a man, that he had feen the creature alive, and 
believed they fwarmed as bees on the fea fliore, or in the fea ; others fay it is the ex- 
crement of the whale, and others, that it iffues out of the root of a tree. 

But, after all, it is the fugar cane that is the glory of Jamaica, by which the inha- 
bitants have ac(juired fuch immenfe riches. It is generally faid, that the fugar from 
.St. Chriftopher’s is the beft in the Leeward Iflands ; but, I think, it is agreed on all 
hands, that the fugar made in Jamaica exceeds that of all our plantations, though it is 
made there with much greater eafe, fince it cures falter in ten days at Jamaica than in 
fix months at Barbadoes. There were in the year 1670 upwards of threefcore mills 
in Jamaica, which were computed to make about two millions of pounds weight of 
fugar ; but fome writers tell us, they make ten times as much at prefent ; whether 
that computation be right or not, is impollible for me to decide ; but this is certain, 
that there is ground enough unoccupied in that country to make much more, fince 
it is an hundred ^pd forty miles long and fixty broad ; and it contains, according to a 
moderate computation four millions of acres, of which, though there may be about 
one-fourth in which Englifh fubjefts have property ; yet, it is certain, that not above a 
fourth of that fourth is actually planted, and a great deal of this is employed to other 
purpofes, than that of raifing fugar. It is impollible to fay precifely what quantity 
may be made here, becaufe feafons differ, and othor accidents intervene ; fome have 
thought they did not rife beyond the truth, in affirming, that it produces one hundred 
thoulmd hoglheads, which, though it appears a moll prodigious quantity, yet there are 
many circumflances that concur to render it credible. As for the number of people in 
this ifland various computations have been made ; but according to the beft accounts I 
have been able to gain, there may be at this time, feventy thoufand white people 
therein, and one^ hundred and twenty thoufand negroes. 

We may from hence judge of the almoft inexpreffible advantages which this ifland 
affords to Great Britain ; for, as all our hiftories of Jamaica, and almoft every voyage 
thither, that has been printed, fpeak largely of the luxury and expence of all degrees 
of people there, which is a plain proof 01 their wealth and vaft acquifitions ; fo we may 
reft fatisfied, that whatever Ihew they may make, whatever appearance there may be of 
magnificence there ; yet the real produce of all their labour, and of all their commerc^ 
comes over here to Britain, and maintains and enriches tflfe induftrious part of our 
people ; fo that there can be nothing more abfurd or unreafonable, than to grudge or 
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envy tlie people fettled there, the great fortunes they acquire and poffefs, or to repine 
at the pomp and fplendor in which they live; bccawfe, whatever it may be in 
appearance, it is perhaps an indifferent reward for tlieir dwelling at fuch a diftance from 
home, and for the hazards and labours they run through to acquire fuch fortunes, but 
this will appear much more clearly if we advert a little to the lituation of Jamaica, and 
confider the vaft benefits that accrue from thence, in all times, and under all circum- 
ftances, of war as well as peace. 

As we are at prefent in the former fituation, we will treat firft of that. There is 
conftantly in time of war a confiderablc naval force kept here, and though this be 
attended with a great expence to the Britifh nation, yet it certainly is, or at leaft ought 
to be, a great comfort to us, that our money is fpent with our countrymen, that it in- 
creafes the value of their plantations, and which is ftill more to our purpofe, that, 
fooner or later, all that is fpent and circulated there, by fome channel or other returns 
hither, fo that at the long run the nation lofes nothing by the vaft charge fhe is at in 
maintaining fleets upon this coaft. We ought likewife to refleft, that in a rime of war 
there are many prizes taken and carried into Jamaica, which makes an unufual and almoft 
incredible plenty of lilvcr, and is the true caufe of the dearnefs and high price of 
necelfaries in that country, all which all'o in time comes over hither ; fo that w'hcn 
we hear of vaft eftaftes raifed there in a fhort fpace of time, it ought to aflc>rd us lltc 
high.eft farisfaftion ; becaufe, thofe who make thofe large fortunes, or their immediate 
defeendants, come over hither, and either vcfl their money in our funds or purchafe 
lands here. Thus, a ftate of war, which implies a fufpenfion of trade, produces few of 
the inconveniences that ufually attend fuch a fufpenfion ; becaufe in Jamaica, the very 
confequences of war become a kind of trade, and the wealth arifing from them takes 
the fame courfe, and runs in the very individual channels that any other trade would 
do, that is, they finally enrich and tend to the benefit of the mother country. 

But, in time of peace, befides what we draw from Jamaica, confidered barely in the 
light of a fugar plantation, we are to confider likewife whatever accrues to the inha- 
bitants from their intercourfe and dealings with other people, fmee whatever they gain 
is for us ; and therefore, it may not in this place, be improper to fay. fomething of the 
trade carried on by the Englilli at Jamaica with the Spaniards on the continent, which is 
thus managed : the merchant or mafter of the Englifl\ fhip bound for this voyage 
being furniflied with a proper cargo of dry goods and negroes, commonly makes firft 
for the coaft near the harbour of Porto Bello ; and in war at the Grout, within 
Monkey Key, a very good hajbouv, within four miles of the town ; from thence it is 
ufual for the merchant or mafter of the fhip to fend one who can fpeak Spanifh, as 
many of thefe traders do to the town, to give notice of her arrival to the dealers, who 
appoint the rime and place for the Spaniards canoe to attend them ; they come accord- 
ingly, and having purchafed as many negroes and as much dry goods as they think fit, 
they return to the town, fetch the money, bring it aboard, and take the goods. Here 
fuch a fhip lies fometimes five or fix weeks trading with the Spaniards; for after the 
firft market is pretty well over, the dealers, who have foon information of her being on 
the coaft, come from Panama over the ifthmus to trade, travelling like peafants, with 
bearing their lilver in jars ; and if any of the king’s officers meet them nothing 
Jltpp^S but meal, which they pretend to be carrying to Porto Bello ; but for the molt 
part they travel through woods and bye-ways for fear of being difeovered by thofe 
When they ha^ bought what negroes and goods their money will purchafe, 
“whlcl^Sey foil again up m the country, and get very well by it; the goods aie made 
tip iaiutiie pack! fit for one man to carry, and the Englilh lupply them with as much 
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prpvifions as will ferve them home, crofs the ilthmus to the South Sea, for they come 
very far off. . 

A Angle familiar inftance will make all this 'very plain. An Englifh (hip lying 
between Chagre and Porto Novo, a fignal was given Irom the caftle of Chagre, and (he 
anchored two miles from it. The Spaniards came to her, and one merchant bought 
feventy negroes and a good quantity of dry goods, amounting to three or four thoufand 
pounds, 'which was brought on mules to the water fide, part gold and part filver. 
From the Grout the Englilh (hip failed to the Brew near Carthagena, where (lie lay to 
traile with the merchants of that city, from which it is about eight miles diftant. The 
people of the ifland Brew gave their merchants notice of her arrival, and they came and 
traded as the others did at the Grout ; this trading (hip in about two months difpofed of 
one hundred and fifty negroes, and a good cargo of dry goods, by which, probably, the 
proj'-rictors cleared two thoufand pounds more than would have been got in any other 
market ; a plain proof of the very great advantage of this trade between Jamaica and 
New Spain, of which we fee the Spaniards are fo fond, that they run as great hazards 
in buying the merchandizes as the Engliih do in felling it to them. 

'I'here is likew iJe in time of peace a great deal of money brought into Jamaica by the 
Afliento trade, or falo of negroes, granted to us by the Spaniards in the treaty of 
Utrecht, which, whatever it may be in other refpefts, has certainly proved a very 
beneficial trade to that ifiand. 1 have indeed heard fome very able and intelligent 
perfons intimate, that if inftead of ereding a new company for the management of this 
trade, ii had been put into the hands of one already eroded, I mean the Royal African 
Company, it had preferved that once famous corporation from falling into its prefent 
melancholy condition, as well as fecured much larger profits to the nation, which are 
things that deferve to be confidered before we fet in earneft about any negotiation 
with Spain, that we may indemnify ourfelves from the heavy lodes and vaft expences 
of this w ar by the fruits of a folid and well regulated peace ; which, witliout doubt, 
may be as cafily obttiined as one of a loofer and more precarious nature ; it being 
the intcreft of the Spaniards as well as of ourfelves, to have all matters fo adjuffed, as 
to prevent not only wars, but difpates for the future. 

Before I quit this fubjed I find it abfolutely neceffary to take notice of another 
branch of trade carried on from Jamaica, which has been made the fubjed of much 
debate ; 1 mean the cutting logw'ood in the bay of Campeachy. This matter came 
to be confidered with the utmoll care and circumfpedion by the Board of Trade and 
plantations in the year 1717, who folemnly reported that we had an undoubted right to 
that trade, in w^hich the fubjeefs of the crown of England had been maintained and 
fupported by former kings, his majefty’s royal predeceffors. They obfen'e, that 
logwood is the produd of Jucatan, a peninfula that extends itfelf an hundred leagues 
into the North Sea, on each fide whereof are the bays of Campeachy and Honduras, 
where the wood is chiefly cut by the Engliflr. 

The Spaniards are poffeffed only of the town of Campeachy, and two more fmafl 
places in this pa'rt of America, and that the reft of Jucatan was an sminhabited defart 
until our logwood cutters fettled at Cape Catoch, the north-eaft promontory of 
Jucatan, or at Trift, or the Laguna de Terrainosin the bay of “Campeachy, before, 
or in the yegr 1667, when a treaty of peace was concluded between Great Britain 
and Spain ; and thereupon the privateers of Jamaica, who ufed to difturb the Spanilli 
trade, being obliged to quit that way of life, became logwood cutters, and fettled with 
others of their countrymen at Trift, and the Lake de Teniinos aforefaid, and great 
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quantides of logwood were afterwards imported from thence to Old and New 
England. 

They obferved that Sir Thomas ftynch, governor of Jamaica, under whofe direction 
that trade was carried on, in the year 1671, gave his majefty king Charles 11 . the 
following reafons for his encouraging this trade. 1 ft. That the Englifli had then ufed 
it for divers years. sdJy, That the logwood was cut in defolate and uninhabited 
places, jdly, That it was a right confirmed by treaty with the Spaniards. 4thly, That 
thereby wc excluded the French and Dutch from that trade. Jthly, That the 
Spaniards had not then made any complaint of it. 6thly, That this employment made 
the reducing oiir privateers, who ufed to commit hoftilities againft the Spaniards, more 
eafy. Laftly, that this trade employed an hundred fail of (hips annually, and en- 
creafed his majefly’s cuftoms, and the trade of the nation, more than any of his 
American colonies. 

Sir Thomas Modyford, the fucceeding governor of Jamaica, informed the lords of 
the privy council in the year 167a, that the Englilh logwood cutters had ufed that trade 
for three years, and that they had planted corn, and built houfes for their conveniency; 
and though they frequently hunted deer in the country, they had never feen a fingle 
Spaniard, or any other man in that part of the country, in all the time they had been 
there ; and concludes, that their felling of wood, building of houfes, and clearing and 
planting the ground, was fuch a poffeflion, as in the Weft Indies gave them an un- 
doubted right to the countries they thus occupied. And Sir Thomas, to juftify his 
condudl in encouraging this trade, in the year 1672 (when the Spaniards firft com- 
plained of it) fent home the copies of feveral depofitions he had taken from the mafters 
of fhips, and others concerned in the logwood trade, with a proclamation he had iffued 
for the regulation and fecurity thereof, as a confirmation of what he had afferted } 
and the lords of the council thereupon let the governor know that they approved what 
he had done. 

The lords commiflioners of trade further obferved, that there is a claufe in the 
abovefaid American treaty, which provides that the king of Great Britain lhall keep 
and pofl'efs, in full right of fovereignty and propriety, all places fituate in the Weft 
Indies, or any part of America, which he and his fubjefts were then in pofl'eflion of j 
and that they aftually were then, and had been for feveral years in poffelfion of 
Trill and the Lake de Terminos, and feveral other places in the province of Jucatan, 
which the Spaniards began to fet up a title to about this time, notwithftanding they 
enjoyed the full benefit of what preat Britain ftipulated on her part, viz. ill, The 
fecuring the trade of the Spanilli Weft Indies to them ; a point which had never before 
been yielded, adly, I’he obliging the privateers to ceafe their depredations, whereby the 
Spanilh trade had been miferably haralfed ; and this had been effeded chiefly by the 
care of his majefty’s governors, and the employing thofe people in the logwood trade. 

That in 1680 the Spaniards proceeded in a hoftile manner to difpoflefs the Englilh 
logwood cutters of their fettlements of Trill, &c. and even of the Illand of Providence, 
a Britilh plantation to which they had no pretence j but thefe were foon repoflefled 
by his majelly’s fubjefts, and the logwood trade, in 1682, was greater than ever, 
and was maintained and carried on by the Englilh, till the treaty of Utrecht 1713; 
when the adjullment and fettlement thereof came again under confide?ation ; and it 
was ftipulated that only fuch places Ihould be rellored to the Spaniards, as had been 
takeor the preceding war, (in the reign of queen Anne), among which Trill 

could ipt be igp^oned ofie, becaufe the Englilh were in pofleftion of it many years 
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before that war commenced, and, indeed, had been in the afliual poffeffion ofitifrom 
1699 to 17 1 except for two or three months in the year 1689, when the Spaniards 
furprized and expelled them by force, as related above. 

They farther reprefented it by a claufe in the treaty of commerce concluded in No* 
vember 1713; the American treaty of 1670 is confirmed and ratified; and it was 
thereby declared that this fliould be underilood to be without prejudice to any liberty 
dr power which the fubjefts of Great Britain enjoyed before, either through right, 
fufferance, or indulgence ; and the Englifli having long enjoyed the liberty of cutting 
logwood, whether through right, fufferance, or indulgence, they are by this treaty 
entitled to the lame in as plain and exprefs words as can be imagined. ’Then the Lords 
Commiflioners proceeded to (hew the importance of the logwood trade to Great Britain, 
by the following account of what logwood had been imported fince the late war : 


, 

Tons. 

Cwt. 

Qrs. 

lb. 

In 1713 

2189 

*5 

3 

22 

In 1714 

4848 

»4 

3 

24 

In 1715 

5863 

12 

I 

14 

In 1716 

2032 

>7 

2 

0 


14935 

0 

3 

4 


This is, connmmibm annis, 3,741 tons, which cannot be computed at lefs than 60,000 1 , 
per annum, though the price is already reduced from 40 1. to 16 1. per ton ; and before 
your majefly’s fubjefts were fettled there it was worth lool. a ton. Nor is this trade 
lefs neceffary than beneficial to your majefty’s dominions, by reafon of the great encou- 
ragement it gives to our feamen and fhipping, w^hich at all times require a particular 
attention ; but now efpecially, when it is daily obferved that very many Britifh mari* 
ners, cither through deleft of the laws, or for want of employment at home, or in 
hopes of greater advantage abroad, enter themfelves into foreign fervice. 

Upon the whole, they gave it as their opinion, that feme time before and long after 
the year 1670, the fubjefts of England were polfeffed of and quietly enjoyed part of the 
country of Jucatan, uninhabited by the Spaniards, and confequently the right of Britifh 
fubjefts to cut logwood, and even to fettle in that country, was not only certain and 
apparent, but was alfo fettletl and confirmed by treaty. 

This reprefentation is certainly more than fufficient to convince us here at home of 
our being well entitled to this trade ; and therefore, it is a point that deferves to be 
maturely reflcfted upon, before any new negotiation for peace with the Crown of Spain 
is commenced ; for, without doubt, care ought to be taken that our right in this refpeft 
be acknowledged and admitted, in fuch exprefs terms, that hereafter no difputes may 
arife about it, or afford pretences for fitting out guarda coflas to impede and diflurb our 
navigation. We know and have heard, what high and loud complaints were made 
againfl the Minij^ry, in the reign of Queen Anne, for not obliging the French to 
reftore Cape Breton, and for not compelling the Spaniards to make fuch conceffionS in 
favour of our trade as were neceffary for the carrying it on with fafety and advantage. 
But at prefent Cape Breton is ours, and the fuperiority of our naval force in the Welt 
Indies is fo great, that it would be certainly an unpardonable omillion fhould there be 
any thing left to objeft on any of thefe heads for the future. The capital trade of this 
national prefent, that which employs moll Ihips, moft feamen, and moll manufeftures, 
is our commerce to our plantations j and therefore the flcuring, encouraging, and 
improving this commerce ought to be the principal objeft; of our ftatefmen > who, ^ they * 
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often lay heavy burdens upon the fubjefts to carry their projeAs into execution, fo they 
are in intereft and in confcience bound to pay the utmo/l attention to thofe points which 
regard the filling again the purfes of thofe to whom they have conilant recourfe for the 
public fervice. * 

*' 23. We have now gone through this feftion, and have Ihewn when, how, and with 
what views our fettlements within this period of time were made. It is eafy to perceivp 
from thence what prodigious advantages have been derived Irom them to the people of 
this kingdom. If weconfider that at the death of Queen Elizabeth we had not a fingle 
cottage erefted in America, and that at the time of the refloration of King Charles ll. 
we had fettled from Nova Scotia to the utmoft bounds of Virginia, bdides peopling 
many of the iflands, it mull appear an amazing thing. The vail: chanr,e in our circum- 
ftances in the fpace of fixty years, the mighty augmentation of our ihipping, the vaft 
increafe of our coin, and all the other certain and iiidubitablp figns of an e.xtcnded and 
profitable coiiUnerce, fufficiently prove the value and importance of our plan rations ; 
for I make no fcruple of afiirming that we owed them all to thefe. To fay the truth, 
the civil war which was fo ruinous and fatal to thefe kingdoms was, by the kind dif- 
pofition of Providence, highly ferviceable to the plantations. In the firlt ferment of 
the nation, we have feen that New England was planted and peopled as it were at 
once ; and in fuccaeding times, when the conftitution was overturned, and the loyal 
nobility and gentry, who were deprived of their eftates by thofe the fortune of war had 
made their mailers, and had not even the liberty of llarving here in peace, Virginia 
and Barbadoes were their refuge ; there the wicked ceafed irom troubling, and there 
the weary were at reft. I’he fpirit and vigour with which they fet about improving the 
places of their exile foon changed them into habitations of delight, and where they 
ooked only for a quiet and a bare fubfiftence, the blefting of God upon their induftry 
produced them vaft eftates. 

We may fafely venture to affirm, that a little after the Reftoration the fugar colonics 
•ofe to their greateft height, Jamaica only excepted. Since then the tobacco colonics 
lave increafed greatly, and fo have the bread colonies likewife ; for the reader is to 
sbferve, that Jamaica, Barbadoes, and moll of the Leeward lllands, , are furnifhed with 
provifions from the northern colonies, and with garden ftutt from the illands of Ber- 
mudas. But it has fo fallen out, that though thefe colonies have fuch a natural depen- 
dence upon each other, yet complaints have arifen, and we 'have feen both fides appealing 
to the Britilh parliament, the o: foi lelief, and the other for protedion. The occa- 
fton of thefe difputes was this : 

A bill was brought into the Houfe of Commons on the petition of the merchants and 
planters concerned in the fugar colonies in the year 1731, for fecuringand encouraging 
the trade of the faid colonies. 'I'he intent whereof was to enable them to fupply foreign 
markets with fugar as cheap as the Erench, which they fuggefted might be done by 
prohibiting the exportation of horfes, provifions, and lumber, from our northern colo- 
nies on the continent of America to the French and Dutch plantatiops, and by prohi- 
biting the importation of all foreign fugar, rum, and moloffes, to our northern colo- 
oies ; for the permitting of this, they fuggefted, was giving the French and Dutch at 
baft: twenty-five per cent, upon the whole produce of their fugar colonies, and thereby 
snaibkd them to afford their fugar at foreign markets cheaper than our fugar colonies 
soii It was finding them plantation neceflaries as well as money to pay for them ; that 
18, the ftaneign conies paid oht northern colonies for their horfes, provifions, and 
l*ith m^bffes and rum, which otherwife the French muft throw away as they 
Mwraeriy. Xb induce the parliament to pals this bill, the fugar colonies endeavoured 
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to fhew the vaft importance thofe colonies are of to Great Britain, obferving that they 
produced, at an average, eig,hty-tive thoufand hogftieads of fugar annually at lealt, 
which, at ten pounds a hoglhead, amounted to eight hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
This fum, or much the greatefl; part of it, as they affirm, is fpent here by the feveral 
proprietors of eftates in the W eft Indies, who live in England, or is fent out annually 
in the manufadtures of Great Britain, either diredtly to the fugar colonies or to the 
Coaft of Guinea, to purchafe negroes for tire ufe of thofe colonies. 

Befides this neat produce of fugar, another vaft advantage arifing from the fugar 
colony trade is the large number of ffiips and feainen employed and maintained in the 
courfe of our cohnnerce with them ; and they calculate that there are ‘three hundred 
fail of fliips fent from Great Britain (not to mention thofe from othqf places) every 
year, to our fugar colonies, wliich are navigated by about five thoufand five hundred 
feamen ; and that the freight from the fugars brought hither amounts to an hundred 
and fcv'cnty thoufand pounds a year j and the duties, commillions, &c. to little lefs 
than two hundred thoul'and pounds more, which upon the whole is a good one million 
two hundred thoufand pounds a year profit and advantage to Great Britain. But 
befides this confiderable article of fugar, they obferve that thefe iflands produce great 
quantities of cotton, ginger, iudico, aloes, Sic. which are all brought to Great Britain, 
where the whole profit of all our plantation produdt does and mult (ientre. They have 
been equal, they infill, to the mines of the Spanifh Weft Indies, and have contributed, 
in a particular manner, to the trade, navigation, and wealth of this kingdom. 

But at prefent they were in a very bad and languifliing condition ; their duties high, 
their planters poor, their foil worn out, and their fortifications deftroyed. They ob- 
ferve farther, that the i'rench fugar illands arc much larger, more beautiful, better 
inhabited, pay lefs duties, and have greater encouragement from France than ours 
have from Groat Britain. And that if cmr fugar illands, for want of being put in a 
pollure of defence, llioald (‘ither be taken, as feme have been, or moulder and come 
to ruin, it would be one of the greateft blows this kingdom e/cr received: It would 
then lofe the benefit of all their product imported hither; it would lofe the exports of 
our woollen and o,ther manufadtures thither, to the amount of feveral hundred thou- 
fand pounds a year ; it would lofe, in a great meafure, the trade to Guinea ; it would 
lofe the employing and maintaining of many hundred Britilh fliips, and many thoufand 
Britilh feamen every year ; and laftly, it would lofe one of the moil confiderable and 
main branches of our funds, the deficiency of which mull be made good, and the 
weight and burthen fall on our lands here at home. . 

To this bill, however, many objetlions were made by fuch as were employed here 
in behalf of the northern colonies, and amongft them the molt material were thefe ; 
ill. That fuch a prohibition as was defired by the bill would put the French upon fup- 
plying themfelves with lumber from their own fettlcments, and the Britilh colonies on 
the continent would thereby lofe the trade in which many lliips and feamen were em- 
ployed. 2dly, Iffiat the Britilh colonies could not take off their b’mber, or fupply 
them with rum for their filheries, their trade with the Indians, and‘'.ifnat they wanted 
in the harveft-time. 3dly, That the reftrainiiig the northern colonies from dilpofing of 
their horfes, provifions, and lumber to the French and Hollanders, might draw them 
into employments prejudicial to Great Britain. 4thly, The French would diftil their 
moloffes themfelves, and fupply the filheries with rum, if the northern colonies did 
not. 5thly, If the northern colonies did not take off the French fugars, they would 
carry them to market themfelves. 6 thly, If the importation jpf French and Dutch rum 
and n^oloffes into New England was prohibited, and they could to no other market 
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for rum, or fell their lumber and provifions any where elfe, the Englifh fugar colonies, 
like other monopolies, would exadi an unreafonable price ‘for their rum, and beat down 
the price of lumber and other goods as low as they faw fit. ythly. That the French 
and Dutch colonies furnifli the northern colonies with money, which they bring to 
Great Britain and lay out in our manufadhires. 8thly, That the luxury and extrava- 
gance of the fugar colonies was the occafion of this decline. And pthly, That the 
trade of the fugar colonies was ftill vaftly increafing ; inftancing in Barbadoes, which, 
in the year 1730, imported twenty-two thdUfand feven hundred and fixty-nine hog- 
fheads of fugitr into Fatgland, valued at ^^340, 396. ; and that this was the neat 
profit they infilled, becaufe it was admitted that the rum and mololTes of fugar plan- 
tatidtis bear thescharges of them ; the fugar planters therefore have no rcafon to com- 
plain, when fo fmall an ifland as Barbadoes produced fo vaft a neat profit. 

As there is nothing can contribute more to make this fubjedl thoroughly underftood, 
and to point out effedlually what the inhabitants of the colonies take to be their refpec- 
tive interefts, I think it will be neceffaiy to add the replies or folutions given by the 
friends of the fugar colonies to thefe objections. As to the firft, That the French, if 
not fupplied from the northern colonies, would fumifli their own fettlements with 
lumber, they faid. That the French could not be fupplied with lumber from their own 
fettlements ; or, if*ihey could, it mufl; be at great charge and expence, fince the only 
places they can pretend to be fupplied from are Cape Breton and Quebec. Some 
indeed have gone fo far, and been fo extravagant, as to imagine that the French illands 
may be fupplied with lumber from the bay of Apalachi, or the fettlement of Milfifippi ; 
but we muft confider that great fnows are necelfary for drawing down trees to the fides 
of rivers ; and likewife (upon the fnow’s melting) for floating them down to the mills ; 
and, if they had fnows, thefe countries do not produce any quantity of fuch kind of 
wood as is proper to work into lumber ; nor have they any fuch mills, which are ex- 
penfive to build, and the labour and time required to manufadure fuch trees into 
lumber, would make it extremely dear to the French ; befides, the navigation to and 
from fuch places to Martinico, and the French iflands fo much to windward, would be 
fo difficult and long for fuch veffels as are proper to carry lumber, . by reafon of the 
calms, contrary winds, and llrong currents againfi them, that fuch a projedl would 
probably aid in the ruin of the people concerned in it ; which would put an end to fuch 
endeavours of the French. 

^ As ^o Cape Breton, though it has the advantage of fnciws, yet it has no other con- 
veniency ; it produces little wood j they have few rivers, and thole longer frozen and 
fooner dried than in New England ; it is thinly inhabited, and is a fmall, and in that 
light but an inconfiderable ifland, commodious only for filhing. And as for Quebec, 
allowing all the advantages the other places want, and all that our northern colonies 
have, with refpeft to wood and mills ; yet the navigation of the river St. Laurence 
(which is prafticable only a few months in the year) is fo very long and dangerous, 
that all the lumber from thence mull be exceeding dear ; and though^ fome may think 
that thefe difficulties in time may be removed, and the navigation of the river become 
both fefe and eafy, it may be wilhed the French had no fupply of lumber till thefe 
difficulties were removed ; for thofe difficulties muft always continue from the nature 
of the coaft, the rocks, Ihoals, and fands in that river, and from the incl««nency of the 
»ir and; other natural caufes ; which will make that navigation for ever unfafe. If then 
the French cannot be fupplied with lumber, or at leaft not upon any reafonable terms, 
how mHci| 4 rill this ^e bur fugar colonies an advantage over the French ? But let us 
fuppqfe llii^iidnoil^jitfl worft that can be j that they can be fupplied widi lumber from 
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their own fettlements ; yet. What muft the lumber be bought with ? Not with rum 
and m'olofl'es, but with money. So that if this prohibition of foreign rum and molofles 
takes place, fo much will be loft to the French plantations, becaufe they can have no 
vent for their rum, as interfering with brandy, the product of France. 

But what ftronger argument can we have, that the trade carried on by feme of the 
northern colonies is a prejudicial trade, than the permiflion of it by the French them- 
felves ? They underftand the whole compafs of trade perfedlly well, and fteadily pur- 
fue their interefts; they know that their colonies either cannot be fupplied at all with 
horfes, lumber, and other neceffaries, or ell'e they muft purchafe them at a great 
expence ; they find they have them for rum and moloftes, which is all clear gain to 
them ; that they fave at Icaft twenty-five per cent, in having lumber and horfes lo con- 
veniently from the northern colonies ; and get twenty-five per cent, by their rum and 
moloftes, w'hich ell'e would be all lofs to them ; and w'hat is more, they plainly per- 
ceive that this trade muft lliortly and eflectually ruin and deftroy our fugar plantations, 
by inhancing the price of our jdantarlon neceftaries, and Hopping the produft of our 
manufa( 5 i;ure ; however fpecioiis therefore the argument may be in favour of this trade, 
nothing lefs than a prohibiticni ol horfes and lumber, as well as of foreign fugar, rum, 
and molofles, will be of any real fcrvice or benefit to the fugar colonies. 

For if you allow them to carry lumber, what muft they have in Exchange for it but 
fugar ? And how will it be pollible, on fo long a coail as feven or eight hundred 
miles, as that of thofc northern colonies, w'here there are fo many bays, creeks, and 
rivers, and fo few officers to prevent the running of thefe goods, let your penalties be 
never fo ftrid. But it may be faid, perhaps, that France will allow them to carry their 
rum to their own fettlements on the Continent ; but that is altogether as improbable and 
as unlikely as that we fl;ould full'er Ireland to fupply our plantations w'ith woollen 
manufadures. Thofe colojiies there are abundantly fupplied with brandy from France^ 
very cheap, and which is a Ipirit much belter liked, and what they have beea 
ufed to. 

As to the fecond objedion, that the Engliflr fugar colonies cannot fake off the lumber 
they have, or fujyjly them with the rum they want, they anfwered, if the trade and 
navigation from the Britifli colonies on the Continent, to the foreign colonies, be preju- 
dicial to tlie fugar colonies and to Great Britain, and if the reftraining if will efledually 
diftrefs the French in the fugar trade, it ought to be prohibited, though fome few traders 
fliall fufl'er hardlhips and inconveniency by it. As to difpofing ot their lumber, the^ 
fugar colonies have more reafon to apprehend that they fliall find a ’want of it, than that 
the New England people will have much upon their hands ; at leaft, if what they fay 
be true and founded in fad. For we have for many years been alarmed with fcarcity of 
lumber in New England, and we have felt the elleds of it in the advanced price w'e have 
paid for it for fome time, upon this pretence. I’hofe who were principally concerned 
there, in the lumber trade, complained laft year, 1730, of the great want of oak and 
fir near the rivers^ on which their faw-mills Hand ; and as they are reftrained by feveral 
ads of parliament from cutting the king’s trees, they will hardly be able to fupply us 
long with lumber, of private property, at any reafonable rate, which deferves con- 
luleration. The other part of this objedion, I hat our fugar colonies are not able to 
fupply them jvith a fufficient quantify of rum, is as groundlefs as the former. A gen- 
tleman of diftindion, of St. Chriftopher’s, informed the committee, that himfelf made 
two thoufand gallons of rum a year, but that if he had encouragement he could make 
twenty thoufand gallons ; and the other gentlemen of St. €hriftopher’s, Nevis, and 
Montferrat, who made little or no rum now, could make a very great quantity, if, there 
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lyas a demand for it. Therefore the queftion that was aiked by a New England gen- 
tleman, whether we have any rum left on our hands at the .end of the year, is not at all 
to the purpofe, though at firft fight it I’eems fo. 

The diftiliers in New England find this trade in fpirits, made of foreign moloffes, 
very profitable, and for that reafon raife objetHons which have nothing in them, in 
order to mti^e Bolion the great ftaple of rurn. For fliould the prohibition take place on 
foreign rum and niolofl'cs, then our fiigar c«douies might fend again their rum to Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, Carolina, and Newloundland, as they did before, and fave the lives 
of many hundred of poor wretches, wlio, if this trade be not Itopped, will probably be 
deltroyed by this pernicious fpirit, made of foreign molofl’es, which is very unwholefome. 
If we fliould admit, for argimieiit fake, that the Fiench fugar colonies, and Surinam 
(belonging to the Dutch) do lake, off one half of the New England lumber (which by 
the way is more than can be proved), the deficiency then of the demand of lumber will 
be one moiety. Now if it can be proved that the Britilli fugar colonies, upon a proper 
encouragement, might be inipnived fufllcicntly to make as much more rum and fugar 
as they now do, it will follow that the Britilh I'ugar culonits may take oif all the New 
England lumber. 

Barbadoes is allow ed to be at its perfedion, and perhaps incapable of being farther 
improved, fo as to im:rcafe its annual product of fugar and rum, Antigua i.s capable 
of farther improvements, and may enlarge its produd of fugar, according to the belt 
computations, at leaft, one fifth part per annum ; as to the product of rum there, it may 
certainly be enlarged near one half upon proper encouragement, for the rum it nowr 
makes is not quite one half of its produd of I'ugar ; that is to lay, if Antigua makes 
twenty thoufaiid hogflieads of fugar per annum, its product of rum is not quite ten 
thoufand. But it is evident from the experience of Barljadoes, that out of tw enty thou- 
fand hogflieads of fugar, there ought to be iiiaile near Iburieen thoufand Itogfheads of 
rum. And this increafe, both of fugar and niiu, w-ould certainly be made if there was 
proper encouragement. Montferrat, Nevis, and St. Chriflopher’s, for want of encou- 
ragement, do not make one hogflicad of rum for three hogflieads of fugar. Whereas, 
it is evident, by the experience of Barbadoes, that three hogflieads of^ fugar ought to 
produce tw o hogflieads of lum ; coiifequeiitly the jirodud of rum in thele three illands 
might be, upon proper encourtigcment, eiicretd'ed to as much more as it now is. Add 
to this, the improvement to be made in thole illar.iis, by which the quantity of I'ugar 
would be encrcal’cd. It will Ibllo v 1111! iarthcr, liiat the quanlily of rum which thofe 
islands are capable of inaking, would be as much more as tliey now make, and confe- 
quently the demand for lumber would be projiortionable. Jamtiica, the largeft of all 
the Britifli fugar colonies, is yet but in its inlancy ; having now as much land unculti- 
vated as would produce above three times its preleiit product if cultivated, as it certainly 
would be upon proper encouragement. 

But farther it appeared by the cullom-houfe books, that all the Britifli fugar colonies 
do produce about one hundred thoufand hogflieads of fugar per anpum ; and they 
ought, in proportion, to malce about feventy thoufand hogflieads of ruin ; a quantity 
more than fufficient to fupply the New England filhery and Indian trade, even according 
to their own computation. But the prefent produdt of the fugar colonies, under all 
the incumbent diladvantages, is more than they of New England can proviito be necef- 
fary to both thofe trades ; nay, on the contrary, they will have a proof fooner than 
defired, that t^ir fifliery and Indian trade do not take ofi' one half of the rum now 
atlually the fugarfoolonies. South Carolina trades with eight thoufand Indians, 

and nine hllKfocd jjpgfheads is the moft they ever imported in one year, both to 
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fupply their home confumption, all thfeir trade with thefe eight thoufand Indians, and 
to trade to other ports with ; and yet this is a colony that is the hottell, has the largeft 
harveftof rice, &c. and is not fo well fupplied’with beer, &c. as the other northern 
colonies ; ib let us allow this colony of South Carolina thefe nine hundred hoglheads ; 
North Carolina one thoufand hogflieads ; Virginia and Maryland three thoufand hogf- 
heads; New York and Philadelphia four thoufand hoglheads ; Rhode Illand and New 
England ten thoufand ; which calculations both by their refpeftive cuftom-houfe ac- 
counts, and by the greateft ellimates that ever have been made, are too large, and yet 
the whole amounts but to eighteen thoufand and nine hundred hoglheads ; whereas the 
fugar colonies produce forty thoufand, and might fifty-five thoufand hoglheads. It 
was obferved alio, tiiat the New England people thus taking from the French their 
molafi'es, rum, and fugar, and fupplying ail the other northern colonies, as well as 
Newfoundland, Great Britain, Ireland, and Africa, with large quantities thereof, was 
a very great hurt to the revenue ; for if thefe places were not thus fupplied, they mull 
be fupplied by our own fugar colonies, and then every thoufand pounds value of rum 
or molalfes of our own growth mull pay his majelly a duty of forty-five pounds, and 
every thoufand pounds value of fugar a duty of one hundred and twenty pounds. It 
might have been added, that it was likewifc a great hurt to the trade and navigation 
of this kingdom, as well as to the fugar colonies, that we cannot* fupply thofe places 
with rum, fugar, and molafi'es of our own growth, and in lliips and velTels of this king- 
dom, without the difadvantage of paying for our rum and molafi'es a duty of four and 
a half per cent, when New England can fupply all the markets with rum, fugar, and 
molafi'es, of foreign growth, without paying any of thefe duties. Was it not for this 
advantage they have over us, a great many of our vefl'els that mifs a freight of fugar 
In the "Well Indies for London, would take feme rum, molalfes, and fugar, and go to 
Newfoundland and barter it for llflt or oil, and then proceed to fome other market 
with it, and might probably employ themfelves to advantage, or might, with a little 
rum, fugar, and molalfes, go to North Carolina, &c. and barter them for a cargo of 
pitch, tar, and Ikins, and bring them to Great Britain. 

As to what is pllgdgcd, that the reftraining the northern colonies from the difpofing 
of their horl'cs, provilions, and lumber to the French and Hollanders, might put them. 
uj)on fome employment prejudicial to Great Britain, it is anfwercd. That it hath been 
Ihewn already, that there is more reafon to fear the illands will not be fupplied with 
lumber as they ought to be, than that the northern colonics wall want a vent for their 
lumber ; but if the Britifli colonies could not take qIT their lumber, they might fend it 
to Spain or Portugal, or to Great Britain, where it might be imported duty-free. They 
might employ theml'clves in railing naval llores ; the Government hath given them a 
large bounty upon that trade, which would be of vail advantage to our navigation, and 
fave the nation three or four hundred thoufand pounds a year, w'hich is fent out 
annually to purchafe naval llores with from the north. But tliis fiivourite trade with 
the foreign fugar colonics hath diverted them from that excellent defign, to the enrich- 
ing of the French, and to the great prejudice and alinoll ruin of our own. As to the 
fourth objedion. That the French would diftil their molalfes themfelves, and fupply 
the filheries with rum, if the northern colonies did not ; it w'as anfwered. That the 
French diltiL but very little rum at prefent, and know little of the matter; worms, 
ftills, and other diftilling utenfils coll a great deal of money ; and this mull be a work 
of time and very great expence ; however, a poffibility of an inconvenience that might 
happen, ought not to have that regard paid .to it as to pxeve^it our colonies from being' 
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relieved in a point fo very prejudicial to them, as well as to the malt fpirits of Great 
Jiritain, with which their filheries were formerly fupplied. ^ 

To the 5th, That if the northern colonies did not take off the French fugars, they 
would carry them to other markets themfelves ; it was anfwered, the French do already 
carry many fugars to foreign markets ; iffo, they may fell to advantage, and the fur- 
plus which foreign markets will not take off, goes to our northern colonics to purchafe 
what is abfolutely neceffary for them, and what they could not have conveniently froni 
any other place ; but even here the profit of the freight is gained not by Great Britain, 
but by the northern coloiues only ; which is a very fmall advantage in comparifon of 
the damage dofie by this means to our fugar colonies, cfpecially as the French can 
afford their fugars cheaper than ours, and as the high duties paid for fugars in our 
plantations, make it impofliblc for us to vend any to the northern colonies. 

To the next objedion, That if the importation of French and Dutch rum and 
molaffes was prohibited, and they could have none but what they bought of the F.ngliffi 
fugar iflands, or fell their lumber and provifions any where elfe, then the Englifh iflands 
would fet what price they pleafed upon their rum, and beat down the price of their 
lumber and other goods as they thought iit ; it was anfwered, if the cafe was as the 
objedion ftates it, the Britifh fugar colonies would be only upon a level with New 
England ; for, as th^t place is the only market from whence lumber is imported to the 
fugar colonies. New England, by a parity of reafon, is a monopoly of the lumber 
trade, and therefore does exad in the price of its lumber. But this is not, nor ever 
can be tlie truth of the cafe, either with regard to New England or the fugar colonies ; 
for as in a place of fuch extent as New England, where the lumber trade is carried on 
by a multitude of people, with a view to each trader’s fapai ate interell, a monopoly of 
lumber cannot jiroperly be made ; fo in the fugar colonies that lie at a vail diftance 
from, and are rivals to each other, by the produdion of the fame commodities, a mo- 
nopoly is impradicable. I'he New England traders have no lels than fix Britifli iflands 
to go to for rum and luolafles j each of thefe iflands is as independent on the other in 
its polity as diftant in fituation. There is little or no intercourfe, and lefs commerce, 
between thofe of them which are fituated the neareft, and no intercourfe at all between 
the remoteft of thefe Iflands ; becaufe the produce of them all being' the fame, there 
can be no exchange of commodities, and confequently no commerce or intercourfe. It 
follows, therefore, where there is no intercourfe there can be no combination, no mono- 
poly. On the contrary, each ifland is a rival to its neighbour, producuig the fame 
commodities, and will in common {prudence ufe all proper means to have its full fliare 
of tr.ide ; to which end nothing can be more conducive than to fell its produce at the 
cheapen rate poflible. 

As to the feventh objedion, that the French and Dutch colonies furnilh our northern 
colonies with money, which they bring to Great Britam, and lay out in our manufac- 
tures, they anfwered. That there is no money among the French and Dutch fugar 
colonies. How therefore they can bring money from places where there is not enough 
for the common ufes of life among the inhabitants, is a paradox which they mull ex- 
plain before the world will take it upon their word. If then that affertion be not 
founded on truth, it follows that they do not lay out money brought from thefe places 
in the manufadures of Great Britain ; their traffic for filh in the Streights (a trade in 
which they have fupplanted Great Britain) may furnilh them with money, but we deny 
that fuch money is laid out by them in the manufadures of Great Britain. On the 
contrary, it is to be prefumed, that their money is laid out with the French and Dutch 
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in Europe for Eaft India goods, French lilks, and other foreign commodities ; for, as 
it appears by their own evidence, at the bar of the lioiife of Commons, they import 
fuch wares into New Imgland ; and we mull fupptfl'e they pay for them in money or 
fHh, till tljcy can prove that lumber is a valuable commodity in France and Ilollvind. 
But fuppofmg the New England people do lay out their produft of fifli in Britilh 
inanufadures, is that a fufficient compenfation to Great Britain, for robbing her <if the 
filh trade to the Streights ? Do not the New England people, by their confeffion, 
acknowledge by implication, that they reap the profit of it both in navigation and trade 
up the Streights, which ufed to be enjoyed by Great Britain itfelf ? What advantage is 
it to Britain to have this money laid out in her manufaftures ? Would *it not be a far 
greater to be the carrier of thefe manufaftures to the Streights, and to bring home this 
money in her own fhips, navigated by her own failors ? 

I'he inhabitants of the lugar colonics, it is faid, are very rich and very luxurious. 
That the produfl of thefe colonies are of the richeft fort, and a mine to. Great Britain, 
is allowed, and has been fully pr(n’cd ; but that the proprietors of the foil and manu- 
fadures are far from being rich, is evident from th«‘ proofs already made to the par- 
lianrent, that they do not clear five Ihillings for every hundred pounds weight of fugar 
they make. This the New England traders would think but a moderate profit upon 
one of their fliort voyages ; but it is too much for an inhabitant of .the fugar colonies, 
■w ho runs infinitely more rifk in the heat of the torrid zone, does the duty, and is liable 
to run the hazard of a camp in the time of war, and in time of peace live the hardeft life 
of all the inhabitants under the fun. That this is truly the cafe of the planters in the 
fugar colonies, all mankind that are acquainted with them will atteft ; but it may be 
evinced from iht' nature of the Weft Indian eftatc itfelf, which is fubjeef to ruin by the 
French, to fire from the coinbuftible nature of the fugar-canes, which are its produft ; 
Ironi the vaft expeiice of materials and edifices for making fugar and rum, and from the 
like cxpence in negroes, cattle and mules ; from the rifk of mortality in this part of their 
property, which is always half the value of a well fettled plantation : and laftly, the 
expence of feeding, the care, anxiety, and prudent condu£f of governing two or three 
hundred negroes, with ftrift juftice and humanity, and with advantage to himfelf, is the 
ftation of a planter ; and is not this aftation that requiresas much fortitude, induftry, and 
economy, as catching filh, or buying fkins from the Indians ofNew England ? In Ihort, 
without a good fliare of all the' qualilications neceflary to conducl an allair, the moft com- 
plicated in its nature, furrounded with difficulties and hazards, and in which the nicelt 
economy and order muft be obferved, it is impoffible a planter fhould reap any profit 
from his eftale ; therefore, if planters are rich, they muft be the beft economifts, and the 
moft induftiious men in the world, and therefore deferve what they acquire. 

To the ninth objeftion, that the trade of theEnglifli fugar colonies is at prefent vaftly 
profitable; for the little ifland of Barbadoes in the year 1730 imported twenty thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty nine hogfheads of fugar, of which they made jt’340,396. clear 
profit. It is admitted to be true, when rum and molaffes bear a reafonaljle price ; 
then a plantation* may, ‘with the niceft economy, pay its own charges out of thofe 
articles. But if the New England traders take rum from foreigners, and molaftes to be 
diftilled into rum by themfelves, then the rum and molaffes will be fo far from bearing 
fuch a charge, that on the contrary, they will bear no price at all ; but the molaffes 
muft be given to the hogs, as the French ufed to do, until New England taught them 
how to make a bet^ profit of it. Have not then the Barbadians reafon to complain? 
By the afliftance orthe New England traders the French nojw have that great advan- 
tage, and the French plantations are now increafed above one third of the annual 
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valuer purely by that pernicious trade. This increafe to foreigners is a proportionable 
diminution of our own fugar colonies, and confequently n difadvantage to Great Britain. 
But is the produft of that little illaftd Barbadocs no lefs than ^340,396. brought into 
the ports of Great Britain in one year, what a fountain of treafure mull this ; be to 
the kangdora, even by the confeffion of the aiemies to our Britilh fugar colonies ? Do 
therefore the New England traders imagine that the parliament of Great Britain will 
facrifice* this immenfe treafure to the advantage of a lew New England dillillers ; of 
if it was a difadvantage to all New England (irom whence Great Britain derives no 
Advantage in comparifon of that), would it not be jult policy to fupport the fugar 
colonies ? but 'when the prefent oppofition is confidcred, as founded on a trade with 
the French, the natural and implacable enemies of this kingdom, what honeft Englifli- 
man will look upon it but with difdain? efpecially after it has appeared evident from 
reafon, from undoubted teftimony, and even by the implicit confeffion of the New 
England people concerned in this oppofition, that the French have increafed one third 
per annum in their wealth by this very trade ; that our fugar colonies have declined in 
proportion, as has been proved already ; and to complete the misfortune, the New 
England traders have drained even the Britilh fugar colonies of all their current caffi, 
for no other purpofe but to purchal'e molofles and rum of the French. I’his is a faft 
known by all the inhabitants of the fugar colonies, who are ready to prove it in the mod 
folemn manner. 

The two houfes having heard the feveral fads Hated, with the proofs ; and con- 
Cdered the arguments and inferences drawn from them, palfed an ad of the following 
tenor ; That after the 25th of December 1738, there ffiould be paid a duty of nine-pence 
a gallon for all rum and fpirits made in the plantations, not fubjed to Great Britain, on 
the importation of them into any of the Britilh plantations ; that fixpence a gallon 
Ihould be paid for all foreign molofles and fyrups imported, and live fliillings for 
every hundred weight, Englilh money, for fugar and paneles imported ; and that no 
fugar, paneles, fyrups or moloiTcs, ffiould be imported into Ireland, unlefs fliipped in 
Great Britain. And an allowance of two ffiillings per hundred weiglit more than 
heretofore granted, on the exportation of refined fugars. But the imponation 
of Spaniffi or Portuguefe fugars into Great Britain is Hill permitted by the 
faid ad. 

Since the ad, the merchants and planters concerned In the Britifli fugar colonies 
preferred a petition to the Houffi of (..jmnions, letting forth, that by two ads of 
parliarqent palled in the i2th and 2 2d of Charles II. the inhabitants of the faid 
colonics were relirained from feneSng fugar to foreign markets before they are firll 
landed in Great Britain. That how prudent foever this reftraint mgy have been at 
the time the fugar trade in the Weft Indies w'as entirely in our hands, yet now our 
fugar iflands are in a declining condition, from the increafe of the French fettlements, it 
would be highly beneficial not only to them but to Great Britain, to put the Britilh 
fubjed in a capacity of difputing foreign markets with the French, and to permit him 
to carry his fugars earlier and cheaper to thole markets than he can do, under the 
j^raint aforefaid. That the fugar colonies import yearly into this kingdom fugar 
enough for our home confumption, and alfo a large furplus for re-exportation to 
foteign parts ; but the demand from abroad has greatly decreafed within thefe few 
years, and the markets for that commodity have been fbreftalled by. the French, not 
onijr to the prejudice of the fugar trade but alfo of the general ti^ide of Great Britain, 
which muft affed the balance thereof. That if Britilh ffiips weft permitted to go to 
4 "teign markets under proper reftridions, without unloading here, the whole charge, 
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and in a great meafure the rifle, of a double voyage would be faved ; and the obliging 
fuch fhips to return to Great Britain, unload, and take their clearance here, before their 
proceeding on another American voyage, would be attended with this further good 
effed, , that they muft afford to carry freight at the cheapeft rates, or return home 
empty; lb that this regulation would extend our navigation, and contribute to make us 
ihe carriers of Europe, without perjudicing the revenue, all the duties on fugar being 
ttrawn back on the re-exportation of it to foreign parts. For thefe reafons the petitioners 
prayed that liberty might l.>e granted of carrying Britifh fugar from our fugar colonies 
in America diredly to any foreign markets to the fouthward of Cape Fivifterre, upon 
tlic fame conditions that the people of Carolina are jfcrmitted to carry their rice to the 
laid markets, and alfo carrying fuch fugars to any foreign markets to the northward of 
CiapeFinlfter re, after firft touching atGreatBritain, before they proceed on another Weft 
India voyage. But the great tenilernefs parliament has always had for the famous ad of 
navigation, has prevented thefe indulgences from being granted, that might otherwife 
perhaps have been yielded to in behalf of the fugar colonies. 

But the pjefent war with France will afibrd the belt means of coming at the truth, 
in refped to the fads alfertecl in the papers before-mentioned ; and therefore, whenever 
a general peace lliall be made, and parliament is at Icifure to look into affairs of this 
nature, we have all the real'on in the world to exped that this commerce will be put 
upon fuch a loot as that the inhabitants both of Great Britain and the plantations, 
may reap from it the greatelf advantages poflible. In order to this, the intelligent 
reader will ealily difeern that the following fteps are nccellary. In the firft place, 
due care muft be taken to give the inhabitants of the fugar colonies all the relief that 
is polfible from any hardlhips of which they have, or with good real'on might have 
complained ; fuch as heavy and exorbitant lalaries to their governors, large fuins levied 
upon them, without being applied for their fervice, and the difficulties they are under, 
in obtaining fpeedy and effedual juftice, when perfons in public llations are inclined 
to extend their power too far, with a view to promote their private intereft. They 
•Jhould likewife have all poffiblc encouragement given them for recovering their foreign 
trade, and beating, out the French and other nations who have interfered in it; fmee, 
in regard to both heads, it ought to be confidcred that the public benefit, that is to 
lay, the enriching the fuhjeds of Great Britain by the balance of trade in general, is 
the great point to be held in view ; from the attaining of w-hich, all other incidental 
advantages, fuch as advancing the revenue of the crown, enriching panicular fjimilies, 
and raifing private fortunes, would certainly and . nccefl'arily follow, without their 
entering at all into the motives upon which laws for the getod of the plantations are 
enatfed. For if it could be fence brought about, that cither the old markets for fugar 
w ore retrieved or new ones opened, there is no doubt that Jamaica and other iflands, 
where there are lands fit for that purpofe uncultivatetl, would be more fully planted, 
the inhabitants become more numerous, and their demands from Great Britain con- 
foquently larger than they are at prefent. On the other hapd, the fame care, the fame 
diligence and alacrity are requifite, with regiini to the colonics on the Continent ; 
but, at the fame time it ought to be remembered, that whatever is done to promote 
the welfare and trade of the fugar colonics, ntuft necefl'arily tend to the benefit and 
advantage of plantations on the Continent, which fupply the fugar colonies with 
lumber, and other things requilite for the carrying on their trade ; and if, befides this, 
ways and means could be found to open new channels for the benefit of thefe colonies 
alfo, it ought moft certainly to be done. 
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^ the wm Indi^’^jDafli a work of this nature time could '^npt well 
,|^^jfHhey are, if I nl^ “be alldwed the expreflion, the pacific‘*conqudfe^'hf 
iliSielK^^ Territories acquired, 'and for the molt part, at lead, acquired Witho'i^iliaSijt^ 
which Ihews that induftry is as capable of rendering a nation potire!|wil^ a 
flprft of war ; and that a martial is not a more noble than a trading fpirit, yhi^M 
gained by one war is frequently loft by another ; and even while it is kept, the t^di||s 
created by a diljputcd title are greater than the value of the pofTefllon} but iirhat 
becoihes ours, by this method of planting, remains always ours, and panes wthout 
4i^ate to our pofterity, the very power by which we acquire it fecures its continuance, 
'ithd the longer we hold fuch acquifitions the more valuable they are rendered, and 
tfce more eneiftually annexed to our empire. They are out-works well garrifoned, 
^ which yet put us to little or no expence ; they are diftan^ dominions, and yet clq^ly 
l^imefted to us by the commerce which they create; iheyare continually drawing people 
yrithout prejudice to their mother country, becaufe the more populous they grow the 
greater their demands from hence, comequently the quicker our trade here, which 
will always bring over hither people from other countries. 

We may therefore fafely affirm, that nothing can be of fuch confeque^ to 
Britain as the improvement of her colonies ; and which, at the fame time, is a conft- 
deration that muft powerfully recommend this to our attention, that it lies wholly in 
our power. We may be difappointed in our views, with refpeft to other branches of 
trade, by the intrigues of our enemies, or from the want of a right difpofition in our 
friends, but with regard to this great branch of our commerce, nothing can injure, 
nothing can difappoint us, nothing can abridge or defeat our fuccoffes therein, if we are 
not wanting to ourfelves. We can, from our plantations, bring moft of thofe com- 
modities that are requifite for the fupport of our foreign commerce ; and this is, as 
well, or rather better, than if we had them here at home ; we can, from our colonies, 
fupply ourfelves with thofe neceflaries, for want of which only foreigners coold 
diftrefs us, fuch as iron, plank, hemp, pitch and tar, and if we fo pleaf(^ there are 
few things we might not fetch 'from our plantations ; fince, it is certain, that indigo, 
cochineal, and filk, might be had from our fouthern colonies, and many things from 
our northern fettlements, that have never been fo much as talked of, but might be 
eaft%‘ (Jlfcovered, ifmen well verfed in minerals and metallj werefent thither. In a word, 
tfafe f^tations were an honour of the laft age, and ij, fliould be our ftudy to make 
tb«njfwe*glory of this. 
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CHAPTER III. 

AN HISTORICAL AC(.’01TXT OF THE BRI'l’ISlI SETTLEMENTS IN AMERICA, 

FROM THE RESTOKATION OF KING CHARLES II. TO THE REVOLUTION. 

• 

I. A fucdnif Account comn'crcia! Affairs at the King's Return, and of the 
Circuiii/ai/ifcs that favoured the fettling new Colonies. — 2 . The State of the Country now 
cabl'd Carolina, from tha Time of its fuff Difeovery to the granting of it to the Lords 
Profu'ietors hy King Charles If. and thence to the Surrender of that Patent. — 3 . A 
Ibori Defcrijn'iou (f the Country of Carolina, and the principal Places in that Colony . — 
. 1 , An Acer.ihi of the Produce, People, Commerce, Shipping and Importance of this 
Cdcny to the Bniilh Nation. — 5 . The Grant :f the Ijland of Antego to Lord Willoughby, 
the plantiny^ tl.ai if.; Produce, Commerce and Shipping. — 6 . The Conqueff of 

Nova Belgia fr-uu /. .■ Dutch, the Grant of that Country to the Duht of Tork, whence is 
derived its pr:f ul Name of New 2 'ork, and a Defence of our Title to that Plantation . — 
7 . An Aceounl /f that Country, its Situation, Climate, and Produtl. — 8 . Of its Trade, 
Inierejls, and Importance to Great Britain. — 9 . The Grant of the Faff and Weff Jerfeys 
to fcveral Proprietors, and the Extent, PnduN and Trade of thefe Plantations.—' 
10 . 'The Settlement of the Ijland of Nezv Providence and the Bahama Ijlands, their 
prefeni Situ.aion, and the Advantages that may he expehted from them. — ii. An 
Account of the Char.-, r granted t.-i the Jlud Jon's Bay Company for facilitating phe Dif- 
eovery cf a Nurih-wij'l Pafflig:, and of the S'ettlements that have bicn made under it.— 
12 . The M Olives upon which were founded the Grant of the noble Country of Pen- 
flvania to William Penn, Efq. by King Charles U. — 13 . An Account of the Extent, 
Climate, Soil, produce, and State cf that Jlourifbing Colony. — 14 . The Commerce, 
InUrfls, and Importance of Pcnfylvanla to Britain. — 15 . Remarks and Obfervations 
on the foregoing Events. 

I, ,4 T the time King Charles II. returned to the pon'clhon of his dominions, the 
J \ nature of trade and the importance of the plantations were generally underliood, 
and by very few better than the king himfelf, who 'had a head mighty well turned for 
the c(.)mprehending whatever related to maritime ulfairs ; had improved his notions on 
that fubjedl: in Holland, and had converfed much w ith perfons of quality and charader, 
who had found it necelfary to feek flicker f;-. -m their enemies in thofe parts of the 
world. We need not wonder, therefore, that foon after the Reiteration various 
fchemes were fet on foot for enlarging, and elledually paipling the colonies already 
planted in Amcrkra, as well as for fettling new colonies in fuch places as were not 
already occupied by our own or any other European nation. The king was advifed by 
I’ome, and folicited by others, to grant charters to new colonies from various motives. 
Prince Robert, or as we ufually call liiin. Prince Rupert, Duke of Cumberland-, who 
had fpent feme yeans in America, had great notions of raifing a naval ftrength there, 
capable of diftrefling the Spaniards, and of obtaining a Ihare of the gold and filver 
they bring from thence. He was likewife perfuaded, that there were very rich mines 
VOL. XII. XX * in 
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in Florida, and was therefore for promoting, at any rate, difcoveries and fettlements in 
that country ; theEarl of Clarendon, Lor J Alhley, and fcvcral others of his firft miniftry, 
confidered things in a very different light ; they thought that plantations might be 
made ufeful drains for carrying off warm and turbulent fpirits ; and that by granting 
liberty of confcience there to all the different fetls who were reltrained at home, they 
might fecure peace in Britain, and at the fame time procure vafl; profit from America ; 
for it was a fettled maxim with them, ‘ that indullry was the bell cure for enthufiafm 
which experience fiiewed W'as extremely well founded. 

'I'hcre were fome other reafons that contributed not a little to render projeds of 
this nature acceptable to the king ; for at that time there were numbers of people 
that wanted fome efhiblilliment of this kind for their fupport, and wliom it was much 
eafier to ilifpofe of in this manner, than to find means of rendering them eafy and 
content at home. As, for inllance, multitudes of royalifts who were undone by the 
war, and who feeing the fuccefs that had attended the planters in Virginia and Barba- 
docs, were better pleafeil to feek new fortunes in the Weft Indies, than to continue 
in a Hate of indigence and neceffity in England. Many likewife of the army that had 
been lately dilbanded, were alfo inclinetl to take the fame method for obtaining a 
comfortable fubfiftance ; and were not afraid of danger and fatigues abroad, to which 
they had been lonjf inured at home. There were a tliird fort (jf people who, either 
from a difafi'eftion to the government tht;n newly re-cftablilhed, or for fear of being 
called to an account for what they had done in former times, w'crc very willing to 
tranlport themfelves into thefe diftant parts of the king’s ilominions, that they might 
have a chance of raifmg eftates there, and at the fame time be fecure from any after 
reckonings for what, during our long fcenc of public confulions they had been doing 
here: we need not wonder therefore, that as foon as the government was a little 
fettled, many propofals Ihould be made for gratifying the friends to the government, 
who hSd very high pretenlions to the royal favour, with grants in iVinerica, which 
coft the crown nothing, and which aftbrded probable means of inriching particular 
perfons at the fame time that it opens a lure and certain means of extending the 
power, increafing the trade, and augmenting the wealth of the nation. We may add, 
that bcfidcs all thefe real'ons, expedients, and advantages, there were likewife fome 
of neceffity ; for it was evident even to Inch as were no great politicians, that if fome 
ineafures were not taken to prevent it, the Dutch and (.)tli|,'r foreigners, would infallibly 
fix themfelves in thole countries which belonged of right to this crown, and which had 
been hitherto neglected ; and 'hercfc.e it was very wilely judged, that the plantations 
firft fettled, flioidd be in thofe parts* of the continent that were in moft danger of falling 
into the hands of other nations. 

Upon thefe confidcrations, therefore, the adminiftration liftened very willingly to a 
propofkl that was made within two years after the king was reftored, for planting the 
country now known by the name of Carolina ; which feemed the nuire worthy of 
being fecured, as lying indifputably in the fineft climate in the world ; and thereby 
promifing the higheft advantages to that European nation which fhould fettle and 
cultivate it. Neither was it at all improbable, that when the property of this country 
was once fixed by a charter from the crown, and large privileges ofered to fuch as 
would go thither and fettle, it might be very foon peopled j fince amongft the many 
things for -which that country was undoubtedly fit, they were likely to faff upon fome- 
what that might fupport and maintain them ; it is true that many things were given out 
of the country at that time, which have not hitherto been verified by experience; but 
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then, as we fhall fliew hereafter at large, it feeins to be rather imptitahlo to the want of 
induftry and application in the inhabitants, than to any defect in tlie Ibil or climate : 
but to have juft notions of this, and from thence tc* form a right idea of the value of this 
noble country, than which the globe affords not a better, it is necelTary that we (hould 
enter into a few particulars, that we may thoroughly apprehend by what right we poiTefs 
it ; how it came to be abandoned by another nation that feized it while unoccupied by 
us ; after what manner our firft plantations were made ; what great changes have hap- 
pened in the conftiturion of the colony ; the ftate it is in at prefent ; the benefits Avhich 
Great Britain reaps from it, and what reafonable hopes there are, that it may yet turn 
more to our advantage. Of all which heads we lliall treat as clearly and as concifely as it 
is pollible. 

2. "I’he country of Carolina is part of that vaft region of North America which was 
formerly comprehended under the name of Florida, a name beftowed by John Ponce 
de Leon, in the Year 1512 ; of whofe adventures and difeoveries we have already 
ipoken largely ; He advanced, how'ever, no farther northwards than the river of 
St. Matheo, and therefore it is plain, that the Spaniards never had any juft title to 
Carolina : But it is, however, very true that they flattered thcmfelves, that his having 
touched upon this continent, gave them a right to it ; which notion^, if well founded, 
would give us a better right, fmee Sebaftian Cabot had been feveral years before on 
the northern coaft of this very country, though it is doubtful whether he advanced fo 
far fouth as St. Matheo. The Spaniards, who deiired to fecure it to thcmfelves eight 
years afterwards, fent Vafquez de Ayllon to make a farther difeovery of it ; He came 
upon the north coaft, and called the north-north-welf river by the name of Jordon, 
He did nothing except inviting many of the natives on board his fhips, where, when he 
had got them, he hoilted fail, and carried them into miferable bondage. In the year 
1526, Charles V. Kinperor of Cfermuny and King of Spain, fent Pamphilio Narvaez to 
Florida, who ftaid fo long in the fouth-weft part of this country, which is the molt 
barren, that his people cat one another, his crew having fpent their provifions. Ten 
years afterwards, Ferdinando Soto came hither in I'earch of gold and filver mines, 
having a little army of nine hundred foot and five hundred horfe. Himfelf and three 
parts of his foldiAs died through want, by lickncl’s, and the Indians, and the reft, were 
led back by Lewis Mofeos to New Spain, though not without great difficulty, the 
natives fetting upon them fc'veral times in their march, and killing all that fell into 
•their hands. This unfortunate and expenfive expedition fo difeouraged the 
Spaniards, that for feveral years they made no more attempts in thofe parts, and 
indeed they fearched no farther than that part of the' continent which lies oppofite to the 
gulph of New Spain, and not w'iihin, and beyond the Streights of Bahama, which is 
the moft fertile and rich, abounding in many valuable commodities. 

The French perceiving the Sp;miards neglected this long trad of land. Admiral 
Coligny, in the reign of Charles IX. procured two of the king’s Ihips to be fent thither ; 
the command of which he gave to Jean Ribaut, who, after a voyage of two months, 
arrived at the River Dolphin, between that of St. Matheo and that of May ; lying 
about the 30th degree. The next river to that of May he called the Seine, the next 
to that, the Somme, then Loire, then the Charente and Garonne, at the mouth of 
Albemarle River, then called the Great River. The port being fafe and commodious, 
he built a f6rt, which he called Charles Fort, and gave it the name of Port Royal, in 
32 degrees, bordering on Virginia, now North Carolina, where the firft fettlement 
was made by any European nation. The civil war raging in France, Ribaut’s foldiers 
mutinied for want of fupplies; the natives, it is true, were Very kind to them out of 
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hatred to the Spaniards ; but they could not furnifli them with many neceffaries that 
they wanted ; and the admiral was fo engaged in politics at home, that he had not 
leifure to provide for the wants of his colony, fo Ribaut, having made fome difcoveries, 
in the north-eaft part of Florida, returned to France ; and in his return his company 
were reduced to fuch extremity, that they killed and eat one of their own men, and 
probably would have done fo by others, had they not accidentally met with an Engliflt 
(hip ; the mafter of which fttniilhed them with fomc provifions. A peace being con- 
cluded two years after in France, between the papills and the proteftants, Coligny, who 
was then in favour at court, procured other fliips to be feiit to this country, which was 
now called Carolina, from Fort Charles, as that was from the French king. 

The command of thofo (hips and men on board, was given to Lewis Laudoncr, who 
was ordered to carry on the fettlement. He arrived here the 2olh of June, 156.1, with 
three (hips, and was kindly received by the inhabitants ; but could find no gold or 
filver, though he fpent much labour and time about them. His provifions being almofl 
all gone, and the natives either unwilling or unable to furnifli him with more, Laudoncr 
refolved to return alfo to France ; and as he was preparing to dcjiart, Jean Ribaut 
arrived with three Oiips, which had fo good an effeft on the' Indians, that they feemed 
to be as welcome to them as to the French : The Kings of llomoloa, Servaratri, 
Almacara,Malica, and Caftri, waited upon Ribaut to congratulate his arrival, andpro- 
mifed tocondufl him to the vVpalachian mountains, which part Carolina from Virginia. 
The French conceived great hopes from (bis fettlcment, but all vanifhed on the arrival of 
the Spaniards, who with a fguadron of (hips and land forces drove the French out of 
their forts, killed Ribaut and fix hundred men, after having given them quarter, and 
obliged Laudoner, with a few of his countrymen who rctuained alive, to return to Franco. 

The French king w'as lefs moved with this outrage committed on his fubjects, becauf; 
they were proteftants ; and indeed, it is thought, ('oligny ititcnded by this fettlement 
to fecure a retreat for hinifelf arul his brethren of the reformed religion in cafe they 
were conquered in France. Peter Melanda commanded the Spaniards, who diflodged 
the French, and fo provoked (he Indians, by his cruelty and injufticc, that they were 
very ready to revenge themfelves when opportunity oft'ered, as it did not long after. 
For Captain dc Gorgues, a French gemlesuan, at his own coft, fitted out three (tout 
(hips, and with two hundred sml ciglity men (ailed to Carolina, where he took the fort, 
and put the Spanianls tliereiu all totlic iword. 'i'hey luul-built two other forts, which 
he eafily reduced, and (erved the garriibns as he did that of Fort Charles ; he dcmolifhed 
them, and was alii! ted by the k”igst,f Houioloa and Servaratri. The French travelled 
in’o the dominions of tiie Great King of Apalaeha, near the mountains, wheia; they 
converted many Indians to Cliriftianity. Theft; Indians were more civil than thofe to 
the northward, their king’s dominions larger, and their maainers, in a great meafure, 
relemblcd thofe of the Mexicans, from wimm they were thought to be defeended. VVt; 
do not find that Monfieiir de (iorgues made any fettlement here, or that the Spaniards 
endeavoured to recover the country, which from the year 1567 lay deferted by all 
Europ(;an nations until the reign of King Charles II. of lingland. * 

In the year 1622 feveral Englifh families (lying from the Tvlalfacres of the Indians in 
Virginia and New England, were driven upon thefc coafts and fettled in the province of 
Malica near the head of the river of May, where they became a kind of miflionarles 
among the Malicans and Apalachites. The king of the country is faid to have been 
baptized j and in the year 1653, Mr. Brigftock, an Englifhman, went to Apalaeha, 
where he was honourably entertained by his countrymen, who were there before him, 
and from his relation of the country ours is taken. 
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Such was the fituatlon oFthings, and it had been abandoned by the French for near 
one hundred years, when king Charles the Second made a grant thereof, bearing date 
March 24, 1663, to Edward Earl of Clarendoh, then Lord High Chancellor of 
England, George Duke of i\lbemarle, William Lord Craven, John Lord Berkley, 
Anthony Lord Alhley, Sir George Carteret, Sir William Berkley, and Sir John 
Colliton, from the north-end of the ifland called Luck Ifland, which lies in the 
Southern Virginia Sea, and within 36 degrees of north latitude, and to the weft, 
at; far as the South Seas, aial fo foutherly as far as the river San Matheo, which borders 
on the coaft of Florida, and is w’ithiii 3 1 degrees of north latitude, and fo weft, in a 
*lirert line, as far as the South Seas ;tiorcfaid, with all royrd fn'heries, ifliues, power of 
life and limb, and every thing neccfliiry in an abf.ilute })ropriety, paying a quit-rent of 
tw’t'nty marks yearlv. 'riiclo proprietors afterwards obtained another grant, which 
fomcw'hat varied the bounds of the province, by fixing its northern frontier at Carotocli 
River in j 6 degrees 30 iniinifcs north latitude, and extending it to the latitude of 29 
degrees to the louth, within whicii bounds both tlu Carolinas and the new province of 
Ceorgia are included. 

'Fhe jilan of government for this new' colonv was flruck out bv that great ftatefinan, 
Anthony Karl oi Shaitlbury, and digefted into form by the famous J\lr. John Lock ; fti 
iliaf great expi'Cbitions were railed by it. But without entering into^ a long detail upciu 
t.ais fuliji'cf, it is fiifhcier t to fay, that how fair foever it might apjiea.r in theory, it was 
found bv experience impoilible to carry it into pracfice ; fo that alter ftniggling; \:ith the 
inconveniences ]>rou'iK'ed by it lor about fixtv years, to the prejudiee of the planters 'and 
proprietors ; (lie only remedy that could at hill be fnundi, was to ";et rid of this tine Ipuii 
eonlliliuion, in which it was pretended ail the errors of out own were cured, and to put 
the province under the protoitlion and into the hands of iiis majeitv, which was accord- 
ingly done ; and this i- 'niody has anfwercd all llie ends that could be expeeled from it in 
lb few years. 

Ellis lurrc'ndcr was made by the proprietors to Edward iJerlle, Samuel Tlorly, Henry 
Smith, and Alexis Clayton Elqrs. in trull for the crown. 'J’he proprietors, in tlicir 
own right, or in trull, w'cre then Henry Duke of lieanfort, William Lord Craven, 
James Bertie Efq. ‘Doddington Greville Efq. Hem y Bertie El'q. Mary Daufon, Eliza- 
beth More, Sir John C'.olliion, John Ciotton, and Jofeph Blake Elqrs. who were pof- 
lolled of feven-eigluhs of the pr.o]'rieiy oi the province, and Ibid it t'v the crown for 
17,500!. Each proprietor, who had a whole fhare, having 2,500). The oulitaiiding 
quit-rents, and other income.', due to the proprietors from the people of the province 
amounting to fomew'hat above 9,000!. alfo were fold to the crown fur ;;,oool. wliich 
was paid to the above menlloned proprietors after the falo a.ud lurreiuier had been eon- 
finned by a particular acl of parliament, in the vear 1/211, entitled, “An acl for 
“ eltahlifning an agreement with leven of the lords proprietors of Carolina, for furrendcr 
“ of their title and interell in that province to lu.s majefty.” It will appear by the fol- 
lowing claufe in the a£t of parliament, that the remaining onc-eighrh of the propriety, 
and arrears of qfiit rents aforefaid, were referved to the right honourable John Lord 
Carteret, now earl of Granville, “ Saving and relbrving always to the fald John Lord 
“ Carteret, his heirs, executors, adminiftrators, and alligns, all luch ellate, right, 
“ title, &c.^to one eighth-part of the faid province or territories, and to onc-cighth 
“ part of alFarrears, ^c.” 

In confequcnce of the powers granted to his majefty by this a£t, he has ever fince ap- 
pointed governors of North and South Carolina, and there is a groat profpetft of its 
becoming a purchafe highly beneficial to the crown, which will, however, in a great 
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meafitre depend on the capacity and conduft of the governors they fend thither, who 
ought to have true notions of the iuterelts of king and people, and a firninels of mind 
equally capable of refifting flattery ind defpifing clamour, to both which h<? will be as 
much cxpofed in thefe, as in any other countries in the world, if from what has already 
paffed, we may form any judgment of what will happen in fucceeding times. 

3. After having given the reader an account of the time and manner in which we 
became pofletfed of this colony, and the means by which its government has been 
changed lince it was fettled, we are next to enter into an exadf defeription of the 
country itlelf, that the reader may be the better able to judge of the value of this 
plantation, and of the certainty of thofe rules, for determining the beft climates, and 
the commodities that may be expedled, eithei- from the bounty of nature, or the 
indullry of the inhabitants ; with rcfpedl: to which, more rational hopes could fcarce be 
formed of any place in our pofl’eflion, or, indeed, of any European nation in America, 
than of this ; which, in point of fituation, as 1 have hinted more than once, is as happy 
as could be wifhed, and in that refpect certainly merits the reader’s particular attention, 
Carolina is lituated between the extremes of heat and cold, but the heat is more 
iroublefbme in furnmer than the cohl in winter, their winters being very fhort, and their 
frolly mornings frequently fuccceded by warnt days. The air is, for the moft part, 
ferene and clear, Ijoth in furnmer and winter ; yet they have their winter rains, and 
fometimes very heavy fhowers about midlummer ; and efpecially if the wind changes 
fuddenly from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft, for then it blows exceeding cold, and 
brings diftempers on thofe who do not take care to guard againft it j but the country is 
generally healthful, where people live regularly, and ufe any precaution : I’hofe, indeeil, 
who after a hot day expofe themfelves to the cool breezes of the evening, ufually feel 
the eft'eiifs of it, as others do that indulge their appetites in eating fruit, and drinking 
pernicious liquors to excefs. 

They are fubjeft to hurricanes as well as the Caribbee Iflands, but thefe do not 
happtai every year j and fometimes are fo favourable as not to do much mifehief in 
feven years. There was a very terrible one which happened in the year 1729. 'I'his 
province is now divided into North and South Carolina ; and, as we have before 
fhewn, the country now known by the name of Georgia is alfo •v^ithin the original 
limits of this colony. At prefent we lhall concern ourfelves only with the two firft men- 
tioned provinces, intending to fpeak more of the lgft>in its proper place. North 
Carolina is bounded by Virginia on the north, (he ocean on the eaft, by a line drawn 
in 34 degrees from the ocean tj the mountains on the fouth, and by that part of Florida, 
polfefl'ed by the Indians, on the weft, iuid is fubdivided into fourteen townfhips or 
pariflies- But there is not one town or church, as I can learn, in the country ; and 
it is but very lately that the fociety for the propagating the gofpel has fent itinerant 
preachers amongft them. South Carolina is divided from North Carolina, by the above- 
fedd imaginary line on the north, by the ocean on the eaft, by the river Savannah, which 
feparates it from Georgia, on the fouth, and by the country of the Indians on the weft, 
being fubdivided into fourteen parilhes or townfhips, each of them havhig a good church 
of brick or timber. 

But the chief and alraoft the only town in both Carolina’s, is Charles Town, fituate 
in 3 a degrees 45 minutes north latitude, and *on the point of a peninfula, formed by 
Alhly and Cooper Rivers ; the former of which is navigable for fhips ‘twenty miles 
abovS the town ; and for boats and pettyaugers (large canoes) near 40 miles. The 
other river is not navigable for fhips fo far, but for boats and pettyaugers much farther ; 
the bar before the harbodr has fixteen feet water at a low tide, and there is good 
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riding when a fliip is got clofe to the town, the harbour being fecured by a Port called 
Johnfon’s Fort, which has about twenty guns in it, level with the furface of the waters 
The town was regularly fortified fomc years ago, and feveral of the ballions, near 
the watei^5,f|^' 'ftUl fW- b^ and in good repair. 'But , the ballions, pallifadoes, and 
fofle, nert tfie ian^ bmg much damaged by a hu^ri^e, and dt^^ed of too great 
an extent iliJ be defended by the inhaWtanta, Geaeraf Nichoifon caufed them to be 
demolifhed. The town now contains upwards of fix hundred houfes, genially well 
built, fome of them of brick, but more of timber^ and moil of them lafhed^ forming 
regular and fpacious greets } mid their church k much the moft magnificent in Englifh 
America, having three ifles, an organ,, and gallery aU round the Ghuircl^} 

I'lic town of Beaufort is fituated on the ifland of Port Roj^ljy id 3 1 degrees 40 
minutes north latitude* an hundred miles fouth of Charles Tesfw ; ife condnent and 
illand forming, a fine capacious harbour, which might hold the RoyaFNavy of England. 
The ifland on which the town Hands, confifts of near one thoufand .toes, and is 
navigable all round for boats and pettyaugers, and one half of it for Ihipping, having 
Tour fathom water clofe to the high bluff, fo that Chips may load and unload from the 
Ihorc, without the affiftance of boats. The harbour is fecured by a fort built fome 
yiars fiiice, on which twelve culverins are mounted, but the town and ifland have no 
fortification ; nor is the harbour fo well fortified as a-place of this importance deferves, 
efpecially as it lies fo nigh Spanifh Florida, and is faid to be demanded by the Spaniards 
as part of their territories. There is not, indeed, above fifty or three fcore houfes in 
the town of Beaufort at prefent, but from its advantageous fituation, and the goodnefs 
of the harbour, it is expefted that this tovun will one day be the capital of Carolina : It 
is already the flation for the Britifh fquadron in thofe feas. There is another port town 
lately erefted at Wingaw, about fifty miles to the northward of Charles Town, to which 
they have given the name of George Town, and the fociety for the propagatit)n of the 
gol'pel have a miffionary here. 

It would be needlefs to enter into a large defeription of this country, or of the towns 
that are ereftetl in it ; only it may not be amifs to lay that North Carolina is within thefe 
few years become quite a different comitry from what it was, and the number of people 
therein is continually increafing ; fo that there is good reafon to believe that whenever, 
the inhabitants are bleffed with a wife, active, prudent, and public fpirited governor, 
this country may be fo improved^ as to become infinitely more valuable than from any 
of the accounts hitherto reccivea of it could be expefted. Indeed it may juftly be 
affirmed that the welfare and profperity of all our colonies depend fo much upon the 
choice of governors,, that we can fcarce conceive any fhing of fo great importance as .the 
crown’s being extremely careful to veil none with luch authority, but men of knowm 
capacity, eftablifhed reputation, and competent fortunes. 

4. As to the produce, ftrength, and commerce of Carolina, the beft account we 
have, is from Colonel Purry, a man of great judgment, induftry, and integrity^ vflw* 
went thither with a view to fettle, as he did, and therefore his accounts may 
fafely depended He obferves that all forts of trees and plants wilt 

well as can be wimed ; particularly vines, wheat, barleys oatSy.petffe^ beanm hc|l^.11ax, 
cotton, tobacco, indigo, olives, orange trees, and dtrori-tc^- Is alfotj|ip|ir^^^ 
trees for fecslmg of iilkwofms } and that the lands are nrit ^cult m|{i!ip(^,«becatw 
there are neithot ibmes m>r brspaibles, but only great trees, gwrir very, 

thick, fo that more. Umd cleared 'there in mm be done iix: 

Europe in a flionftu 'Itm eutfoiin of the country is, do«m thefo^,. 

great treef, 't|wy leyye.^e ftui»^ior‘fous,or five tm “vad afterwards 
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root them up, in order to manure the land. It is therefore very certain that Carolina 
is in general an excellent country’. .» 

It is true the ground is fandy, but then it is a fand impregnated with fait or nitre, fo 
that it brings forth in great abundance, as the like foil doestin divers parts of Europe. 
But what feems peculiar to Carolina, there are a great number of plantations that have 
been continually cultivated for near feventy years, which yet produce great plenty, with- 
out ever being manured by the leaft dung, for they never lay any on their grounds ; the 
planter only turns up the fuperficies of the earth, and all that he plants and fows therein 
quickly grows and thrives : Thofe who underftand ever fo little of agriculture will be 
obliged to owif, that if the lands in Europe were nor ccmifantly manured, their ftrength 
would be fo exhaulled that at length the Crops would not pay for their feed ; but a man 
who has a little land in Carolina, and is not willing to work above two or three hours in 
a day, may very eafily live there, even on fo little labour. Another confideration 
deferving our notice is, the progrefs of the firft colonies ; their fudden advancement ; 
the riches of the prefent inhabitants ; the great number of public expences for which 
they provide ; the great trade they carry on at prefent ; and laftly, their misfortunes 
and lofles, which are entirely repaired. The better to comprehend thefc matters, we 
ihall only make the following obfervations : That there v/ere no people in Carolina till 
near fourfeore ycajs ago ; for the Englilh did not fend any thither till the year 1670 ; 
^I'hat they had at firfl; a very fatal beginning ; alllifted with ficknefs, and even the 
plague, which daily diminilhed the number of the people : Thai cruel deftruftive divifions 
broke out amongfl them : That they had a very bad government under the lords pro- 
prietors, being alfo without juftice, order, or difeipline : 'Ehat at a certain time the 
pirates interrupted their trade and navigation : That they have often had great droughts : 
That a terrible fire confumed almoft all Charles Town : That they have been at great 
expence in fortifications, public edifices, churches, &c. That they have often fuftained 
long wars with the French, Spaniards, and particularly w'ith the Indians, who once 
united together to dellroy the whole province. I’hat notwithftanding all thefe misfor- 
tunes, the people of Carolina, except thofe who give thcmfelves up to debauchery, arc 
all rich, either in flaves, furniture, clothes, plate, jewels, or other merchandizes, 
but efpecially cattle ; which fliews the goodnefs of the country they'inhabit. 

Silk-worms, in Carolina, are hatched from the egg, about the midle of March ; at 
the fame time that the mulberry leaves, which are tjwir food, begin to open ; being 
attended and fed fix weeks, they eat no more ; but have fmall buihes fet up for them 
to fpin themfelves into balls , whicu thrown into warm water, are wound off into raw 
filk. Rofin, tar, and pitch, are* all produced from the pine trees j rofin, by cutting 
channels in the Handing green trees that meet at a point at the foot of the tree, where 
is placed a receiver ; the channels are cut as high as one can reach with an ax ; and the 
bark is peeled off from all thofe parts of the tree that are expofed to the fun, that the 
heat of it may the more eafily force out the turpentine, which being taken from the 
recGver, and melted in kettles becomes rofin. Tar is made thus : They prepare a 
circular floor of clay declining a little towards the center ; from whkh is laid a pipe of 
wood, the upper part of whiA is even with the floor, and reaches ten feet without the 
drcumference ; under the end the earth is dug away, and barrels placed to receive 
the tar as it runs ; upon the floor is built up a large pile of dry pine wood fplit in pieces, 
said furrOunded with a wall of earth, which covers it all over only a little at the top, 
where the fire is firft kindled : After the fire begins to bum, they cover it likewife with 
Co the end there may be no flame, but only heat fuffident to force the tar down- 
wani into the floor ^ ti&if temper the heat as they pleafe, fay thruftiag a lUck through 
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the earth, and letting the air in at as many places as they fee convenient. Pitch is made 
by boiling tar in large iron kettles fet in furnaces, 'pr by burning it in round clay holes 
made in the earth. 

Black cattle have mightily increafed lince the firft fettling of the colony. A nut 
forty years ago it was reckoned a great deal to have three or four cows, now fome 
people have a thoufand head ; and for one man to have two hundred is very common. 
The cows graze in the foreft, and the calves being feparated and kept in paftures fenced 
in, they return home at night to fuckle them ; they are firft milked, then fliut up in 
a fold all night, milked again in the morning, and then turned out into the woods. 
Here are hogs in abundance ; they go daily to feed in the woods, where they rove feveral 
miles, feeding on nuts and roots ; but having a fhelter made at home, to keep them 
warm, and fomething given them to eat, they generally return in the evening. The beef 
and pork that are raifed here find a good market in the fugar illands. 

The trade of Carolina is* now fo confiderable, that of late years there have failed from 
thence, annually, above two hundred fhips laden udth merchandize of the growth of 
the country, befides three fliips of war, which they commonly have for the fecurity of 
their commerce ; and laft winter they had conftantly five, the leaft of which had above 
an hundred men on board. It appears from the cuftom-houfe entries, from March 
1730 to March 1731, that there failed, within that time, from, Charleftovim, two 
hvmdred and feven fhips, moft of them for England ; which carried among other 
goods, forty-one thoufand nine hundred and fifty-feven barrels of rice, about five hun- 
dred pounds weight per barrel ; ten thoufand feven hundred and fifty barrels of pitch ; 
two thoufand fixty-three of tar ; and feven hundred and fifty-nine of turpentine ; of 
deer-fkins, three hundred cafks containing eight or nine hundred each ; befides a vaft 
quantity of Indian corn, peafe, beans. Sec. beef, pork, and other falted flefh ; beams, 
plank, and timber for building, molt part of cedar, cyprefs, faffafras, oak, walnut, 
and pine. 

They carry on a great trade with the Indians, from whence they get their great 
quantities of deer-lkins, and of other wild beafts, in exchange for which they give them 
only lead, powder, coarfe cloth, vermillion, iron, ftrong waters, and fome other goods, 
by which they hstVe a very confiderable profit. The great number of Haves makes 
another part of the riches of this province, there being above forty thoufand negroes, 
which are worth, one with aiw^lher, twenty.five pound's each. Artificers are fo fcarCe 
at prefent, that all forts of work is very dear ; tailors, Ihoemakers, fmiths, &c. 
would be particularly acceptable there; a Ikilful carpenter is not alhamed to demand 
thirty IhiUings a day befides his diet, and the common wages of a workman is twenty 
(hillings per day, provided he fpeaks Englifh, without which he cannot be underftood, 
and confequently not fo ufeful as others ; and when a workman has but ten (hillings per 
day, he thinks he labours for almoft nothing, though he has his maintenance befides ; but 
this is Carolina money. Moft of their (hoes are brought from England, and generally 
fell for forty (hillings per pair ; not but that they have hides enough, and ve^ cheap, 
an ox’s hide being fold for twenty (hillings ; neither are they deftitute of the to 

tan them, for they make very good lime with oyfter-lhells, and the bark of oak trees is 
fo plentiful, that it cofts nothing but the trouble of gathering ; they therefore want only 
a fufficient number of good tanners and (hoemakers. I might lay the fame of leather- 
ilrelTers, fince they fend every year to England above two hundred thoufand deer-fldns 
undrelTed ; yet Carolina produces odire naturally, and good filh-oil may bc'bad from 
New York, or New England, very cheap ; fo that they might be drefl'ed and made up 
mto breeches in the country, for , whidt thofe fldns are very proper, being cool in 
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fummer, and warm in winter. There is not one potter in all the province, and no 
earthen-ware but what comes from England, nor glafs of , any kind ; fo that a pot-houfe 
and a good glafs-houfe would fucceed perfeftly well, not only for Carolina but for all the 
colonies in America. There is a kind of fand and earth which would be very proper 
for thofe purpofes, as alfo wood and fern in abundance, if they had but workmen to 
make ufe of them. 

It may feem ftrange to affirm this, in an age when it is well known, that men are 
inclined to go almoft any where, and may be tempted to almoft anjr thing, from the 
hopes of money. Thefe fa£ls, however, are very true, neither is it very difficult to 
account for them ; for if without much labour and pains not only a bare fubfiftence may 
be gained, but in time alfo good eftates may be raifed by methods already in ufe, we 
are not to expeft that our people in the colonies will either run hazards or give them- 
felves much trouble to ftrike out new ways to wealth, even though they Ihould be con- 
vinced that fuch ways, at the fame time they increafed their own fortunes, would prove 
beneficial to their mother-country likewife. There are indeed fome people who take a 
pleafure in running down the countries we have planted in America, and in making 
their countrymen believe that they are amufed with fine ftories, without truth, or which, 
at leaft, have but a fmall mixture of truth in them. They fay, for inilance, that though 
Engliih wheat will grow in Carolina, yet it is apt to mildew, and almoft always runs up 
into ftraw, and produces but a fmall grain, and that it is very difficult to keep it from 
the weevil. Thefe, however, are inconveniences felt in other countries, where very 
good wheat grows, for which many remedies have been found and applied with fuccefs, 
as doubtlefs they might be there, it the planters went about it. The truth of the matter 
is, that rice is raifed without fo much trouble, and as they can exchange this in Pen- 
fylvania and New York, almoft weight for weight for flour, they are content, and 
indeed think it a happinefs they can have bread without being at much pains in 
procuring it. 

The fame thing may be faid of wine, which it is now generally agreed cannot be made 
there, becaufe their grapes ripening in June, when their great heats and heavy rains 
come On, are very feldom fit for fa-effing. But it is very certain, that this is no better 
than an excufe, fmce the wild grape ripens in Oftober, and perfons ikilful in vineyards 
would foon teach them the means of making ufe of thefe. The very fame objedioits 
wlere raifed in reference to the country about the Cap^^ef Good Hope ; and it was as 
pofitively faid that no wine could be made there, but the Dutch have fhewn what 
ftrength there was in the objj£tion, by their improving into a paradife a place we 
depifed, and thought not worth the keeping ; and while Madeira is to be had fo cheap^ 

I am convinced no grapes will ripen kindly in Carolina. As to filk, the fame objec- 
tion does not lie ; for it is well known, there are woods of mulberry-trees there, upon 
which the worms feed and ipin as well as in any place in the world ; 1 may add, that 
filk has been brought over from Carolina, as good, in the opinion of the beft judges, 
as any that comes from Piedmont, for which we pay large fums of money every year j 
but it falls out unluckily, that from the end of March to the beginning of May, when 
the worms want moft attendance, all the hands in Carolina are employed in planting 
and hoeing their rice, fo that they have no time to fpare for procuring a commodity, of 
which hitherto they do not feem to know the true value. 

But all the faults do not lie on that fide of the water ; fince it is true, that though 
there cojnes a great deal of pitch from thence, we have but little tar from Carolina ; 
ud^as, there have been formerly many thoufand barrels brought in a year, not at adl 
ftt^lrior to the beft tar iratn Norway ; which was, by this means, reduced from three 
‘ 4 * pounds 
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pounds to fifteen (hillings a barrel, with which redu£lion, it feems, we are content to 
have recourfe again to the north country tar, and no longer make ufe of what might 
come from this plantation. *We may from thefe few hints fee clearly, that as great as 
our trade to thefe colonies is, it might (fill become much greater, and that how bene- 
ficial foever they may be to Great Britain, we are far from deriving from them all the 
benefits we might do ; and though confidered, in one light, this feems a little diftaftcful, 
yet, if we view it in another, it affords us a very comfortable profpefl: ; fince, when 
we are difpofed to apply ourfelves heartily to the improvement of this commerce, we 
have a moral certainty, that our endeavours will fucceed, and that Great Britain can 
never feel any fenfible decay of trade, while Hie preferves and cherilhes’her plantations. 

5. Among other perfons of quality and diftinftion who were juftlyentitlcd to the favour 
of king Charles, there were few who had a better title than Francis Lord Willoughby, 
who was governor of Barbadoes, and who in 1663 obtained a grant of the ifland of 
Antego, in which he fettfod a colony about three years after. The country had been 
known before, and if 1 am not miflaken. Sir Thomas Warner had attempted to fettle it. 
How it came to pafs that after thv death of Lord Willoughby, who removed hither, this 
ifland came again into the hands of the Crown I cannot fay, but without all doubt, the 
faff is true, and this ifland now makes a part of the government with the reft of the 
Leeward Mands, and is faid to owe its prefent happy fituation to, the care, induftry, 
and (kill of Sir Chriftopher Codrington, who made it the feat of his government when 
he was General and Commander in Chief of thofe iflands. It was here, that in the 
latter end of the the late Queen’s time Governor Park was killed by the people ; an 
affair that will be ever remembered, both in that part of the world and this, though it 
does not feem to be well underftood in either ; the fad; moft certainly was barbarous 
and bloody enough ; but, at the fame time, it is as certain the provocations the people 
had received were great, which tvas the reafon that moft of thofe concerned in this 
murder efcaped with impunity. 

But our bufinefs lies not fo much with men as with things, and therefore we (hall 
proceed to the defeription of the ifland Antego, or as it is fometimes written Antigua, 
which lies in 16 degrees 1 1 minutes north latitude, and in 63 degrees of longitude weft 
from London. It is of a circular form, about twenty miles in diameter, and near fixty 
in circumference. The climate is not to be boafted of, fince it is allowed to be hotter 
than Barbadoes, and very fubje^ to hurricanes. The foil too is fandy, and a great part of 
the ifland is overgrown with wood ; but the word of it is, that there are but few fprings, 
and not fo much as a Angle brook in the whole ifland, fo that the people depend chiefly 
upon rain-water, for which they are fometimes diftfeffed ; yet, notwithftanding thefe 
inconveniences, it is a very confiderable and very thriving plantation. 

This ifland is divided into five parifhes, four or which are towns ; as St. John’s Town 
to the northward, and Falmouth, Parham, and Bridge Town to the fouthward ; the 
other parilh is St Peter’s. St. John’s Harbour is the moft commodious, befides which 
there are feveral other good harbours, as Five Ifland Harbour, fo called from five little 
iflands to the weftward of the ifle of Carllile Bay ; Englilh Harbour, at the bottom of 
which is Falmouth Town, defended by Charles Fort j next to it is Willoughby Bay ; 
on the eaft (hore is Bridge Town, the Green Bay, off which is Green Ifland ; then 
Nonfuch Harbour, a fpacious bay. On this coaft, on the north-eaft (hore, are feveral 
little iflands called Polecat Iflands and Goat Ifland, and more to the northward Goana 
Ifland, Bird Ifland, Lon^ Ifland, Maiden Ifland, Prickle-Pear Ifland. The^its are 
now in pretty good repair ; Monklhill Fort is moimted with thirty pieces of ordnance, 
it has a magaziae with about four hundred and ten mulkets, anti eight hundred bavone^ 
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in good order ; the other fort ere&ed at St. John’s Harbour, is mounted with fourteen 
pieces of cannon ; there are feven other batteries raifed ,for the defence of fo many 
landing places, in all mounted with twenty-fix guns. 

The capital of the illand is St. John’s Town, which confifts of about two hundred 
houfes ; and the number of fouls in all this colony are one thoufand five hundred at 
prefent. It has greater plenty of cattle and other beafts, efpecially venifon, than any 
other of our Caribbee Iflands ; the animals of which are much the fame, as alfo their 
produftions. Sugar, indigo, ginger, and tobacco, were the chief growths and com- 
modities of Antego, when it was firft planted, but now indigo and ginger are very 
rarely cultivated there. The fugar and tobacco were both bad of the fort ; the former 
fo black and coarfe, that one would fcarce have thought any art could have refined it ; 
and, as if our fugar bakers fcorned to put fuch dirt into their coppers, it was generally 
Ihipped olF for Holland and Hamburg, being fold for fixtecn {hillings a hundred weight, 
when other Mufcovado fugars fetched eighteen or nineteen (hillings a hundred. The 
planters of Antego have fince improved their art, and as good Mufcovado lugar is now 
made there as in any of our fugar iflands. They have alfo clayed feme fugar, which 
was not known to have been done in Antego forty years ago. 

Though there is not much tobacco planted in this ifland, what there is now is not fo 
bad as was formerly, when it was fold for no other ufe but to make fnuff. The wild 
cinnamon tree is laid to grow in the lowlands, or favanah woods in Antego. After 
Jamaica and Barbadocs, this has been confidered by fome as the moft confiderable of 
our iflands in America ; and as there is (till a great quantity of land capable of im- 
provement, and it is allowed the people there might make a third more fugar than they 
do, we may venture to allow, that it either is, or may be fo ; and if we confider what 
muft have been gained by our commerce with this ifland for upwards of fourfeore 
years, we cannot but judge that it has been highly advantageous to this nation, and 
very well deferves all the care and concern that can poflibly be exprefled for its pro- 
tedion and prefervation. 

6. The next colony in America, which our method leads us to confider, is that of 
New York, which is ours by a double right, viz. of difeovery and conqueft. It was 
undoubtedly part of the country, the coafts of which were firft vidWed by Sebaftian 
Cabot, and as fuch made a part of the original province of Virginia, I mean the 
country known under that name in the reign of quee9<fKlizabeth, and was afterwards 
within the limits of the country, granted by king James to the weftem company. But 
before it could be fettled, that is about the year 1608, the famous navigator Hudfon 
difeovered that river which has fiiice borne his name, and the country adjacent, which 
he afterwards fold to the Dutch who planted there ; but this was looked upon as illegal, 
becaufe they had not king James’s licence, which it feems they afterwards obtained. 
There are fome Englilh writers fo very partial in favour of this republic, as to be angry 
that this fettlement Ihould be looked upon by us as a kind d'invafion, but furely this 
is without reafon ; for if the fubjeds of any country were at liberty to fell and difpofe 
of places they had but juft feen, which was the cafe of Captain Hudfon, the incon- 
veniences would be fo great as to produce endlefs wars, and therefore this praftice 
muft be underftood to be contrary to the law of nations. 

But however that matter might be, king James was fo great a lover of peace, that 
very probably he was glad to rid himfelf of the prefent difficulty, by granting them a 
Ijcenc^ yet if we duly confider this, the granting fuch a licence was a thmg very 
deftiudove to the intereft of Great Britain, and might have proved extremely pre- 
judicial to our portherff colonies, and have been fuch a bone of contention^ as muft 
' *2 have 
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have for ever prevented any harmony between the maritime powers. Thefe reflections, 
W'hich rofe naturally out of the fubjeft, have led me a little from my purpofe, which 
was to explain the firft fettling here, which the Dutch made a little before we planted 
New England ; and from their firft coming, being feated in illands and at the mouth 
of a good river, their plantations were in a thriving condition, and they began in 
Holland to promife thcmfelvcs vaft things from their new colony. The EngliOi 
puritans in Holland, who firft removed to America, intended to fettle here, having 
had an inviting defcription of the river, climate and foil, from the Hollanders, who did 
not care how'cver, that the Englifh ftiould be fo near their plantations, as to be tempted 
to encroach on them, confidering the flaw that was in their title. The Englifh that 
went from Holland, intended to fettle on the coaft near Fair Field County in New 
England, lying between Connefticut and Hudfon’s river, but the Dutch apprehended 
they would there be too near neighbours. Thefe luiglifh as has been already related, 
falling in with Cape Cod, after having refrefhed a little, tacked about to the fouthward 
for lludfon’s river ; but Jones, who was the mailer of the fhip they came in, having 
been bribed by the Hollanders to carry them and land farther to the northward, inftead 
of putting to fea entangled them among dangerous fhoals, which made them willing, to 
get afliore where they were, and give over the defign upon Hudfon’s river. The 
Dutch had two or three years before been infulted here by Sir Samuel Argali, in his 
way from Virginia to New Scotland. 

He deftroyed their plantations, and it was to prevent the like for the future, they 
applied to king James for his licence to ftay there to build cottages, and to plant for 
traffic as well as fubfiftence, pretending it was only for the convenience of their fliips 
touching there for frefh water and frefh provifions in their voyage to Brazil ; but they 
by little and little, extended their limits every way, built towns, fortified them, and 
became a flourifliing colony. In an ifland, called Manahattan, at the mouth of 
Hudfon’s river, they built a city which they named New Amflcrdarn, and the river 
was called by them the Great River. The bay to the eaft of it had the name of 
Naflau given it ; about one hundred and fifty miles up the river they built a fort, 
which they called Orange Fort, and from thence drove a profitable trade with the 
Indians, who calne over land as far as from Quebec, to deal with them. Henry 
Chriftian, the mafter of a fliip, the fame who gave the name to Martha’s Vineyard, 
which he difeovered, as the t^utch fay, was the firft governor there, and his fuccefl'or 
was Jacob Elkin, put in by the Weft India Company in Holland, to whom the 
llates-general granted this country. The firft bounds of Nova Belgia were Maryland 
on the fouth, the main land, as far as could be ‘difeovered weftward, which would 
ftretch to the nations bordering on the Milfiffippi, the great river of Canada north- 
ward, and New England eaftward j but, as will appear hereafter, the limits of New 
York are not fo large at prefent. 

The Dutch colonies were in a very thriving condition when they were attacked by 
the Englifh, which was at the opening the fit ft Dutch war in king Charles’s reign. 
We find fome \ffriters very willing to reprefent this as a very unjuft war, becaufe Sir 
Robert Carr was fent to attack this plantation before they, in that part of the world, 
could have any notice of the war ; but then it ought to be remembered, that it was 
after the Dutch Admiral de Ruyter attacked our fettlements in Africa, and therefore I 
cannot think that this is fo very bad as it has been reprefented, or that it can at all 
prejudice our title to this country. The commiflion of Sir Robert Carr, inmowering 
him to aft againft the Dutch, was dated on St. George’s day 1664, but he did not 
arrive till the latter end of die year. He brought with him between two and three 
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thoufand men, and offering proteftion to fuch of the inhabitants as fubmitted, he 
became mafter of the whole country widiout a blow ; apd it does not appear that the 
people were at all difpleafed at changing their mafters. His majefty, after it was re- 
duced, gave leave to fuch of the inhabitants to ftay as were inclined thereto, and 
fuffered the reft to depart freely with their effefts. The number of the latter was but 
very inconliderable in comparifon of the former ; and Colonel Richard Nichols, who 
was left governor of the province, and continued fo twenty years, brought the people 
not only to relifh, but to be in love with the Englifh government ; fo that there never 
was the leaft difturbance among the inhabitants on the fcore of their being fubjeds to 
England. • 

The Duke of York granted away a part of this province, as will be Ihewn hereafter ; 
but the remainder, which is what we now ftyle New York, continued a royal govern- 
ment, as it ftill is, but very much changed for the better ; fmee from being one of the 
pooreft, it is become one of the moft confiderable that we have in America, in con- 
iequence of the colony’s becoming one of the moft flouriihing, and this, though it has 
bad the misfortune of being fometimes governed by men of moft arbitrary principles, 
and capable of doing fuch violent things, as nothing but their diftance from Great 
Britain could, I think, induce them to venture upon. The laft governor of the Jerfeys, 
who is lately dead,^felt the effeds of fuch a fpirit when in another ftation, and rofe to 
that government by fuffering with decency and dignity the outrages of one clothed 
with that authority ; but when he came himfelf to execute that office, he Ihewed, 
what we very feldom fee, that there are fome natures which even power cannot 
corrupt } for he behaved fo well as to abolilh the memory of paft grievances, and 
to leave a perfed model for his fucceflbrs in that government. 

7. The country of New York, properly fo called fince it became Engliffi, is thus 
bounded, viz. by Canada on the north. New England on the eaft, the ocean on the 
fuuth, and the five nations and New Jerfey on the weft, and is about two hundred 
miles in length from north to fouth, that is, from the mouth of Hudfon’s river to the 
Lake of Champlain or Corlaer, and it might be extended two hundred miles farther 
north if we poffeffed all the country we claim, as far as the river St. Laurence ; but 
the French having built forts on the Lake Champlain, have in a manner, expelled us 
from the north part of this country ; the Englilh only poffefs the country fouth of that 
lake at prefent, and this is exceeding narrow in mol^<~places ; particularly between 
Connedicut colony on the eaft, and New Jerfey on the weft, it is fcarce twenty miles 
broad. But to this we mult add the ifli’nd Manhattan, which the city of New York 
ftands upon, Staten Iftand and Loiig Hland, all which lie before the mouth of Hudfon’s 
river, and are comprehended in New York proper. 

This province is divided into ten counties, which going from north to fouth down 
Hudfon’s river, are Albany, Ulfter, Duchefs, Orange, King’s County, Chefter, New York 
County, Queen’s County, Suffolk County, and Richmond County, which are pretty 
well replenifhed with provilions and farms, but have not many great towns in them. 
The chief towns of New York city, Schenedida, Albany, Weftchefter, &c. in all, or 
moft of which towns, are miffionaries, either minifters, fchool-mafters, or catechifb, 
fent over and maintained chiefly by the fociety for the propagation of the gofpel, who 
have taken moft laudable care in this refped. New York city is fituated in 40 degrees 
40 minutes north latitude, and 47 degrees 4 minutes weftern longitude, at the louth 
end of ^rk County, being an iftand at the mouth of Hudfon’s river, about fourteen 
miles Icdlg and two or three broad. As this town ftands upon an eminence, and con- 
tains upwards of a thoufalid houfes well built with brick and ftone, with a wall and 
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forts, which ferve as well for ornament as defence, there is fcarce any town in North 
America that makes a better, and but a very few fo good an appearance. It has alfo 
an excellent harbour, furnilh^ with commodious quays and warehoufes, and employs 
fome hundreds of fliips and veflels in its foreign trade and fiflieries. The public 
buildings are the feveral churches belonging to thofe of the church of England, to the 
Swedes of the Lutheran perfuafion, to the Dutch calvinifts, the French refugees, and 
the Englilh fedlaries ; but the church of England may well be looked upon as the 
eftabliihed religion, becaufe the conftitution of the government is the fame as in 
England j the reft, however, are tolerated, and capable of ports in the government, and 
of fitting in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, as I apprehend. The other public buildings 
are the Town Houfe, and that where their general alfemblies and courts of jurtice are 
held. As to their fortifications, they are not, I doubt, capable of defending them 
againrt an European enemy, any more than thofe in the rert of the plantations, for 
this unanfwerable reafon ; becaufe they were fome years ago confefled to be fo bad, 
that it was not fit to enquire into the ftate of them, lert foreigners fhould be acquainted 
with our weaknefs on that fide. There are, indeed, four hundred regular troops fent 
from England to garrifon this, and fome other towns of this province ; of which two 
companies always are, or ought to be, upon duty in this city ; but admitting they were 
always compleat, .and ever fo well difciplined, this feems to be but a very inconfiderable 
force to defend a province of this importance againrt an invafion, unlefs their country 
militia be more to be depended upon than that of other places. 

As New York may be looked upon to be the frontier garrifon in the fouth againrt an 
Invafion from any maritime power, fo Scheneftida town and fort, in the county of 
Albany, twenty miles north of the town of Albany, may well be deemed their 
frontier on the north againrt the French of Canada, and their Indian allies, who, in the 
year 1688, furprifed and almort demoliftied the town, with the works about it j but 
they have fince been repiUred and enlarged, and fort Nicholfon and fome other forts 
erefted ; in which, and in Albany, the reit of the regular troops are quartered, for the 
defence of that frontier. Albany is a confiderable town, fituated on Hudfon’s river, an 
hundred and fifty miles north of New York, ha\ 4 ng a fort erefted for its defence ; 
and here it is that 'the Sachems, or kings of the five nations, meet the governors of 
our northern colonies, to renew their alliances, and concert meafures for their defence 
againrt their common enemy, ag has been intimated already. South-wert of the ifland 
and county of New York, lies Staten Ifland, being about ten miles in length and fix 
in breadth, and in it are a great many good forms and plantations, but not one town 
that I can meet with in the accounts of this province! 

Long Ifland lies ealt of Staten Ifland, and fouth-eaft of that of New York, oppofite 
to the colony of Conneilicut, being an hundred and fifty miles in length, and 
generally about tw'elve in breadth, and contains three of the counties above mentioned, 
viz. Queen’s County, Suffolk County, and Richmond County ; the chief towns in 
Queen’s County, are Jamaica and Hemprtead ; in Suffolk County the chief town is 
Oyrter Bay. The'^own of Richmond gives name to Richmond County, in which alfo 
is the town of Southampton, in the fouth-eaft part of the ifland ; and there alfo are 
fituated the towns of North Caftle and New Windfor. There is a celebrated plain 
in the midft of Long Ifland, fixteen miles long and four broad, to which they have 
given the name of Salifliury Plain ; having, as it is faid, as fine a turf as that on 
Salifbury Plam in old England ; and there being an excellent breed of horfos in the 
ifland, thev have races here every feafon, to which the gentlemen of New Englaim and 
New York refort, as they do to Newmarket with us, Thert are other good towns 
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which lie in the county of Weftchefter, on the continent eaft of the mouth of Hudfon’s 
river, the chief whereof are Weftchefter and Rye. 

8. At the time we became mafters of this country it* was very thinly peopled, in 
comparifon to what it is at prefent, and in no fmall danger , from the French, who 
fettled at the back of it, and the Indians who were fettled on its frontiers, but at 
prefent, it is fafe enough Irom both ; the number of people being vaftly encreafed, 
fome lay to fifty thouland, taking in all forts, fo that the French apprehend danger 
from us in their turn ; and the Indians think themfelves very happy under our pro- 
tection ; and fuch care has been taken to treat them with proper kindnefs, as to pre- 
ferve them in our intereft, as effectually as if by force they had been reduced to be our 
fubjeCts. They fupply the Englilh in the fummer with venifon, filh and fowl, very 
cheap. The trade from New York to the fugar iilands, particularly Barbadoes, which 
is very confiderable, is in corn, flour, bread, beef, pork, peafe, bacon gamons, finoked 
beef, apples, onions, board and pipe-ftaves, for which they receive in return, fugar, 
molofl'es, ruin, ginger, &c. 

The New York merchants drive alfo a very advantageous trade with Madeira and 
the Azores in pipe-ftaves and fifli, for which they load their Ihips back with wine and 
brandy ; and, generally fpeaking, there is fcarce a more profitable trade in the Briiilh 
commerce. I am very well warranted in faying this, by what the agents for the colony 
alledged upon the*difpute with the fugar plantations, of which we have given fo large an 
account. They affirm, that their winters being fevere they take off more of the 
woollen manufactures of this kingdom than all the iilands put together, Jamaica excepted ; 
and return more gold and filver to pay for them, which I never heard was denied. 
What they alledge in j unification of their dealing with the French fettlements is fingular 
enough, and deferves particular notice. I’hey fay that tliey trade with what they have, 
with thofe who will purchafe it, and that while they do this they fliall live well, clothe 
themfelves in Englilh ftuft's, and pay for them honeftly ; but if they are deprived of 
this trade, the profits of which enable them to pay for Englilh clothing, they mull 
endeavour to make ufe of their own wool, and fupply themfelves as well as they can. 
If this Ihould be prohibited, they affirm, they mull abfolutely go naked. 

This, perhaps, is ftraining the matter a little beyond the truth ; but beyond all doubt, 
this colony is very ufeful to Great Britain, and in conjunction with the other bread 
colonies, as they are called, the foie fource of our fMeigit fugar trade, as in a few 
words may be Ihewn. The fugar iilands mull depend TOr their fubfiftence, either upon 
the Britilli iilands or upon thefe colon ‘es ; fince it is very certain, that if they were to 
draw all their maintenance from hence, granting that to be poffible, it would make 
labour in thofe iilands fo dear that no fugar at all could be exported. On the other hand, 
if the people of New York Ihould be forced to fet up manufactures of their own, this 
would employ fo many hands as mull neceffarily raife the price of provifions, and this 
confequently v^ould have in a great mealure, the fame bad effeCl in making labour dear 
in the iilands. It is therefore the bufinefs of Great Britain to take care of both, and not 
to fide haftily with either. <, 

But it is more efpecially our bufinefs to prevent fetting up manufactures in the plan- 
tations on the continent ; becaufe this would injure the trade - between us and them, 
leffen the Ihipping employed therein, decreafe the number of our feamen, and detach 
thofe colonies in a great meafure from their mother country ; which, as .they are evils 
not to be borne, fo too much diligence cannot be ufed to avoid them. As things ftand at 
prefentT^ there is not a colony in America which makes a better figure than New York, 
»r where the people feem to have a greater fpirit of induftry,or more hearty affedion to 
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l^ie Britiih nation ; and it is univerfally agreed, that the city of New York is, in point of 
good government and politen^fs, at leaft equal, if not fuperior, to any thing we polfefs 
in that part of the world ; and as for the inhabitants of the inland part of the colony, 
they are our bell defence againft the French, and are every day gaining upon them in 
point of trade with the Indians j which are certainly circumftances that deferve the 
utmoft confideration, and ought above all others, to recommend this plantation to the 
proteftion and favour of the Britilh government ; which no doubt they will always meet 
with while they continue, as they have hitherto done, to lludy by every method to 
deferve it. 

9. The countries now called the Jerfeys, or with greater'propriety, the Eaft and Weft: 
Jerfeys, come next in our way. Thefe fell under the dominion of the crown of Great 
Britain by conquell, at the fame time with, and as making a part of Nova Belgia ; and if 
to this right, acquired by war, or rather vindicated by it, for I conceive that the 
dominion of this country, which was all that we gained by the war, we had a very juft 
title to before ; if, I fay, there was any thing wanting to fill up the meafure of our 
claim, it was certainly made up by the peace, fince an equivalent was then given to the 
Dutch ; fo that both nations had very good reafon to be content. In order, however, 
to obtain a juft and clear notion of the hiftory and condition of this tract of country, it 
is neceflary to obferve, that even the Dutch were not the original injiabitants of it ; the 
feveral voyages that had been made for the planting of Virginia, made thefe coafts 
very well known to multitudes of Englilh feamen, and thefe being difperfed into 
different parts of the world, carried the news of thefe rich and pleafant lands in America 
along with them wherefoever they went, which infpired ftrangers with ftrong defires 
of occupying what we feemed to have abandoned, or the fettling of which was beyond 
our ftrength, at leaft at that time. 

The firft Europeans that fettled here were the Swedes, who had three towns in this 
province, Chriftina, called by the Indians Andaftaka, Elfinbourg, and Gottembourg, 
Their fettlenients were chiefly on the fouth-lide of the river towards Penfylvania ; 
oppofite to which there is a place, to this day called Fort Elfinbourg ; but the Swedes 
nude very little of their plantation, and the Dutch, always induftrious for their own 
advantage, workdd them fo far out of it, that Bergen, the northern part of the New 
Jerfey, was almoft entirely new planted by Hollanders. King Charles II, gave this 
traft, in his grant of Nova B 4 gia to the duke of Yorkj but tlte Engfiih never made 
any fcttlement in it till feveral years after they were in the pofl'effion of that province, 
and had mightly extended their plantations. 

The Duke of York having invefted this province by the name of Nova Caneria, in 
John Lord Berkeley tmd Sir George Carteret, they or their aftignees, agreed to divide 
it into two parts, denominated Eaft and Weft New Jerfeys, whish remained two diftindt 
proprieties and governments for many years afterwards, as will be fhewn : Eaft New 
Jerfey, or that part of it which borders on New York, fell to Sir George Carteret; 
whofe family being of the ifle of Jerfey, this province on that account took its name 
from thence. Weft New Jerfey, that part of it which borders on Penfylvania, fell to the 
Lord Berkeley. This whole province, containing the two Jerfeys, is thus bounded ; it has 
the main ocean on the fouth-eaft, the river Delawar on the weft, Hudfon’s river on the 
eaft, and the main land on the north ; it lies between 39 and 40 degrees north latitude ; 
extends itfdf in length on the fen coafts, and along Hudfon's river, one hundred and 
twenty miles, and is almoft as broad as long where it is broadeft. We muft,now take 
fome nMke of the province as it was under the divifion of eaft and weft, Shd was 
divided into two proprieties ; of thefe, the largeft and moft inhabited, was Eaft Jerfey, 
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which extended eaftward and northward all along the fea coaft and Hudfon*s river, 
from Little Egg harbour to that part of Hudfon's river which is 41 degrees north lati- 
tude j and foutWard and weftward was divided from Weft Jerfey by a line of partition 
from Egg harbour, or Crefwick river, Stony river, and the fouch branch of Raritan 
river; it extends in length along Hudfon's river, and on the coafts, 100 miles; in 
breadth it is very unequal ; it is divided into counties, for which there was little occa- 
ilon, as Bergen County, Effex County, Middlefex on the north fide of Raritan river, 
and Monmouth County on the fouth. According to fome writers, Weft Jerfey is 
divided from the other by a line from north to fouth ; contains the like number of 
counties, viz. Burlington, Gloucefter, Salem, and Cape May. 

Thefe two provinces are in the hands of different proprietors, who made many aflign- 
ments of their rights, which would take up too much room to enter into the detail of 
here, and therefore we lhall content ourfelves with obferving, that the proprietors both 
oftheEaft and Weft Jerfeys, on the 2 ad of April 1702, put them into the hands of 
Queen Anne, and they have been ever fince governed by the royal authority, having 
a governor, council, and affembly ; which governor has power of appointing a deputy. 
We muft alfo remark, that fometimes this government has been granted by a feparate 
commiffion to the fame perfon intruded with that of New York; but at prefent they 
are in different haqds. The chief towns in the Jerfeys are Perth Amboy, the capital 
of the county of Middlefex, and of all Eaft Jerfey, pleafantly fituated at the mouth of 
Raritan river, and, had it been built according to the intended model, would have 
been one of the fineft towns in North America ; but planters have not reforted to it, as 
was expefted; notwithftanding, it is fo commodioufly fituated for trade, that lliips of 
three hundred tons may come up in one tide, and lie before the merchants doors ; but 
the town of Elizabeth, fituate to the north of it, flourilhes much more, and may ftill 
be deemed the molt confiderable town ; in the county of Bergen, the capital of the 
county of the fame name ; Elizabeth town, capital of the county of Effex, and formerly 
of Middlefex; Middleton, Shrewlbury, and Frehold, in the county of Monmouth; 
Burlington or Bridlington, the capital of the county of Burlington, and of all Weft 
Jerfey ; this town is fituate 40 degrees 40 minutes of north latitude, on an ifland in the 
middle of the river Delawar, to the northward of Philadelphia in Pehfylvania, and on 
the oppofite fide of the river ; the houfes are handfomely built of brick, and laid out 
into fpacious ftreets, with commodious quays and wha^, to which lliips of t^ or 
three hundred tons may come up ; it has alfo a handfome market-place, a town-houfe 
or guildhall, where the courts c<' jufi.it,c were heretofore held, and two good bridges 
over the river ; the one called Loniion-bridge, and the other York-bridge, and having 
an eafy communication with Philadelphia and the ocean, by the river Salem, which 
falls into Delawar bay, it is faid to be one of the belt towns in Weft Jerfey, whether 
we confider its fituation, building, or trade. 

The trade of the two Jerfeys, as alfo the foil and conveniences of rivers and creeks, 
are much the fame, except that Weft Jerfey, by its fituation on Delawar river, 
abounds more in the latter. The country yields plenty of all forts of grain, and the 
inhabitants are faid to have been fo fcrupulous, that they would not enter upon a new 
plantation before they had purchafed it of the Indians, which they did at no very dear 
rate. It is computed that they are about fixteen thoufand fouls, and about three thou- 
land men fit to bear arms. There are not two hundred Indians in this province, indeed 
neither or elfewhere in the Britilh empire, are the Indians of any force, unlefs in. - 
conjun^on with the French at Canada, or the Spaniards in Florida. The Indians are 
now rather an help than Sn hurt to the Englifti, and here efpecially they wifti there 
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were more of them than there are, fo ufeful have they found them. Betides provifions 
for the lugar illands, the inhabitants drive a trade in furs and (kins, and a little in 
tobacco j but it would be well if tlie colonies cultivated that lefs and provifion more, 
or any other commodities that are fit for foreign markets, which are much clogged by 
the product of our tobacco plantations ; they fhip off train-oil, filhj corn, and fome 
other provifions for Portugal, Spain and the Canaries ; fhips may be built at Perth, 
but New England engrofles that trade, and has the beft and the moft materials for it ; 
and it muft be owned that New York is the beft market New Jerfey has, for the buying 
and felling any confiderable quantity of goods of any kind. 

This may poflibly keep the Jerfeys a litile under, but notwithftanding^he difticulties 
they have had to ftruggle with, it is very certain that within tliefe twenty or thirty 
years paft they have increafed prodigioufly, and nothing can give a check to it except 
fume fudden fufpicion of their dealing in commodities and fetting up manufaftures 
which may interfere with thbfe of their mother country. I do not deny, that if there 
were any juft grounds for fuch a fufpicion care ought to be taken and fome remedy 
applied, but then this requires great caution. In former times, when we were lefs 
ufed to trade we encouraged all ; and provided our people were but employed, and 
traders bufy, we took it for granted tliat profit mult enfue, and fo very probably it did. 
But the prefent age is fo unacquainted with the caufe of the increafe qf our riches, that 
they rather interrupt than encourage it, and inftead of inlarging lay hold of fome fmall 
trifling things which they think may touch their private intereft rather than promote the 
general good ; and if they think any commodity from the plantations interferes with 
fomething we have at home, fome hafty ftep is taken to prevent it ; fo that for the fake 
of laving one penny we often debar ourfelves of things of a thoufand times the value. 
This misfortune will happen to any trading nation, if the perfons who have the regula- 
tion of tlie commerce do not underftand it well enough to diftinguilh nicely between 
thofe channels by which riches flow in upon them and thofe that carry them away ; 
and therefore, when things are carried into a wrong channel by fome of the planters, 
merchants are afraid to mention thofe diforders for fear the remedy lliould prove worfe 
than the difeafe. The gentlemen that would judge of thefe things ought to inform 
themfclvcs what this nation was one hundred and fifty years ago, how w'e have increafed 
in riches fiiice that time, what price com, cattle, and land bore then, and what now ; 
and what concurring circumftaspes have put us in fo flourilhing a condition, who were 
then fo inconfiderable in trade, that £?ven London, the metropolis of this kingdom, 
made but a fmall figure to what Bruges, Antwerp, and other Hanfe Towns did, as well 
as the great cities in the Mediterranean. 

If we examine into the circumftances of the inhabitants of our plantations and out’ 
own, it will appear that not one fourth part of their produft redounds to their own 
profit ; for, out of all that comes here, they only carry back clothing and other 
accommodations for their families, all which is of the manufafture and merchandize of 
this kingdom. If there is any thing to fpare it is laid up here, and their children are 
fent home to be educated ; if there is enough to fupport the ftunily they come here^ 
and only an overfeer is left upon the plantation to diredl, and the whole produce is 
remitted home, and if enough to purchafe an eftate, then it is laid out in Old England. 
All thefe advantages we receive by the plantations, befides the mortgages on the 
planters eftafes, and the high intereft they pay us, which is very confiderable ; and 
therefore very great care ought to be taken in regulating all affairs of the colcwi^s, that 
the planters be not put under too many difficulties, but encouraged to ^o on cheerfully. 
They are bom with us, or the defeendants of fuch, and we kjJbw nothing but the want 
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of the means to live at home keeps them abroad. There are very few trading or manu- 
fafturing towns in the kingdom but have fome dependence on the plantation trade. It 
is true, thefe, and in general all the northern colonies, have not commodities and prc- 
duds enough to fend us in return for purchafmg their neceflary clothings, &c. but 
are under very great difficulties, and therefore any ordinary fort fells with them ; • and 
when they are grown out of fafliion with us they are new-fafliioned enough there ; and 
befides thol'e places are the great markets we have to difpcfe of fuch goods, which are 
generally fent at the rilk of the Iliopkeepers and traders of England, who are the great 
exporters, and not the inhabitants of the colonies, as fome have imagined. As the 
colonies are nrarkets for thofe forts of goods, fo they are receptacles for young mer- 
chants who have not ftocks of their owm, and therefore all our plantations are filled' 
with fuch who receive the confignments t)f their friends from hence ; and when they 
have got a fufficient ftock to trade with they return home, and other young men take 
their places, fo that the continual motion and intercourfc*our people have into the 
colonies may be compared to bees in a hive, which go out empty, but come home 
loaded ; by which means the foundations of many families are laid. The numbers, of 
lailors, and other tradefinen, who have all their dependauce upon this traffic, are pro- 
digioufly great. 

Our fadors, w|to frequent the northern colonies, being under difficulties to make 
returns for fuch goods as they difpofe of, what gold, filver, logwood, and other com- 
modities they trade for upon the Spanifh coaft is lent home to England, as alfo oil, 
whale-fins, and many other goods j likewife another great part of returns is made by 
■fhips built there, and difpofed of in the Streights, and other parts of Europe, and the 
money remitted to us. Now all thofe (hips are called New England fliips, and our 
fadors, after they undertake any bufinefs, are no longer called Englilhmen, but New 
Englanders, and the Ihips they build, we are inl'ormed, are regillered as New England 
fhips. I lliall therefore humbly recommend it to fuch gentlemen as are guardians of 
the trade of the nation, that our own intereft is not miftaken for thofe of the planters j 
for every reftraint and difficulty put upon our trade with them makes them have recourfe 
to their own produdts, which they manufadure, a thing of great confequenee to us, 
and ought to be guarded againfi ; for if they are fupplied with their dwn manufadurcs, 
a great part of the advantages we fhould otherwife receive is cut off; and therefore, as 
it is elfewhere obferved, if care is taken to find them^ employment, and turn their 
induftry another way, now they are in their infancy, this may with a very little trouble 
be avoided. 

There is another advantage we receive by our plantations, which is hardly fo much, 
as thought of ; I mean the prodigious increafe of our fhipping by the timber trade, 
between Portugal, &c. and our plantations, which ought to have all poffible encou- 
ragement, for by it we have crept into all the corners in Europe, and become the com- 
mon carriers in the Mediterranean, as well as between the Mediterranean, Holland, 
Hamburg, and the Baltic, and this is the caufe of fo great an addition to our Slipping, 
and the reafon why the Dutch, &c. are fo exceedingly funk. But iPever a flop fhould 
be put to the building of fhips in New England, &c. and carrying our timber from 
xhence, we fhould foon fink in our navigation, and that of the Dutch flourifh in its. 
former height and grandeur. The numbers of Englifh fhips, we fo often read of, that 
are at Lifbon, or the Streights, is a fufficient demonflration of the truth of this ; doubt- 
lefs a many of thefe fliips are laden upon account of the Dutch, for nothing is 
more cfSmmon than their hiring our fhips (which ilifcharge their loading in the Streights), 
to tranfnort their goods ftoin Spain, &c. to Amflcrdam, and other places. 
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We hare a great many young men who are bred to the fea, and have friends to fup- 
port them ; if they cannot get> employment at home they go to New England, and the 
northern colonies, with a cargo of goods, which they there fell at a very great profit, 
and with the produce build a ftiip, and purchafe a loading of lumber, and fail for Por- 
tugal, or the Streights, &c. and after difpofing of their cargoes, they frequently ply from 
port to port in the Mediterranean, till they have cleared fo much money as will, in a 
good part, pay for the firft coft of the cargo carried out by them ; and then, perhaps, 
fell their ftips ; come home ; take up another cargo from their employers ; and fo go 
back and build another Ihip. By this means multitudes of feamen are brought up, and 
upon a war the nation is better provided with a great number of failors,*than hath been 
heretofore known. Here the mafter becomes merchant alfo, and many of them gain, 
by this lumber trade, great eftates ; and a vaft treafure is thereby yearly brought into 
the kingdom, in a way nety and unknown to our forefathers, and, indeed, it is gaining 
the timber trade (heretofore carried on by the Danes and Swedes ), our plantations 
being nearer the markets of Portugal and Spain than they are. Thofe advantages have 
made fome people think that though we efteem New England, and the northern colo- 
nies, ol frnall advantage to us, yet if things were truly Hated, they are as profitable as 
molt other of our plantations, or, which amounts to the fame thing, the caufe of the 
profits we reap from thofe other colonies, which, however, coming ,to us immediately 
from thence, feern to enrich us more than they really do, at the fame time that they 
hide from us the true fources of their own wealth. But, 

We will now quit this fubject, in order to follow the thread of our hiftory, which 
leads us next to fpeak of the fettling the Bahama Iflands, places that have not hitherto 
anfwcrcd in any proportion to the great expectations that were raifed upon the firft 
grant of them ; though this is certainly fo little to be afcribed to them, that about 
twenty-five years ago there was a general difpofition in the moft knowing people of 
this kingdom to attempt a new fettlement there, which degenerating into a bubble, all 
hopes of that kind feem to be loft. Our bufinefs, however, is not with the modern, 
but with the antient, ftate of thefe iflands ; of which, and of the motives for fettling 
them, we (hall give the cleareft account we can. 

lo. The Lucayos, or Bahama Iflands, are fituated in the Atlantic Ocean, and to 
the north of the illand of Cuba, ftretching from the north-eaft to the fouth-weft, between 
21 and 27 degrees of northeiTivlatitude, and between 73 and 81 degrees of weltern 
longitude. The ifland of Bahama, w'hich communicates its name to the reft, is feated 
in the latitude of 26 degrees 30 minutes, at the diftiuice of about twenty and thirty 
leagues from the continent of Florida. It is about fifty miles in length, but very nar- 
row, fcarce any where fixteen, and in many places not half fo broad, but very pleafant 
and fruitful; the air temperate and ferene ; the foil reimurkably rich, and the country 
every where abounding with brooks and fprings of frefli water. 

Though thefe iflands were the firft fruits of the new world, Columbus arriving firft 
at Guanahani, w]iich is one of them, and to which he gave the name of St. Salvador, 
yet the Spaniards never thought of fettling there, but contented themfelves with extir- 
pating the native inhabitants ; a moft barbarous proceeding furely, fince at this time 
they were the beft people of any part of all America ; fo that they wantonly murdered 
many thoufands to no purpofe in the world. As thefe iflands lie pretty much out ot 
the courfe of fhipr. bound to the continent of America, it was long before we bad any 
notice of them ; but in 1 667 Captain William Sayle, bang bound to Cawlpa, was 
forced by a ftorm amongft thefe iflands, which gave him an opportunity of ex^nining 
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them carefully, particularly a large ifland, to which at that time he gave his own name, 
and is that which has been fince known by the name of New Providence. 

Upon his return to England, he acquainted the proprietors of Carolina with the 
fituation and circumftances of thefe iflands ; obferving, that in cafe they were fettled, 
they might prove a great benefit to this nation, and at the fame time a conftant bar and 
check to the French and Spaniards, in cafe of a breach vrith either or both of thofe 
nations. Thefe reafons being fuggefted to King Charles the Ild. his majefty was gi'a- 
cioufly pleafed to make a grant of the Bahama iflands, between the latitudes of 22 and 
27 degrees, to the following proprietors ; viss. George Duke of Albemarle, William 
Lord Craven, Sir George Carteret, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Aftily, and 
Sir Peter Colliton, whofe heirs or afligns are, as I take it, poflefled of thefe iflands at 
this day ; by which I mean the foil and property, for as to the government, it has been 
for fome time in the hands of the crown ; upon a fuppofitipn that this change would 
render thefe iflands more beneficial to the nation, as in procefs of time it very probably 
may ; but hitherto they have not been of any great fervice to the proprietors, the crown, 
or the nation ; as we ftiall Ihew, by entering a little into their hiftory, from their firli 
fettlement to the prefent times, for reafons that in this hiftory will appear. 

Providence Ifland lies in the center of fome hundreds of iflands, fome of them many 
miles in length, otlvjrs no bigger than knolls or little rocks, rifmg above water ; fo that 
one may imagine it muft be very dangerous for flups to be forced amongft them in tem- 
pefts. The moll confiderable profit made by the inhabitants of Providence was, by 
the misfortune of fuch as were lliipwrecked, or fuch as, in a winter voyage for the 
continent of America, were driven to the Bahama Iflands, and put into Providence for 
provifions ; for want of which, after they had lain a long while beating oflF the iflands, 
they ufed to be in great diftrefs. It is true, this ifland had little or none but what came 
from Carolina ; however, the traders here kept ftore-houfes to fupply thofe that wanted, 
and they were a great relief to the imfortunate mariners, of whom we are fpeaking. 
The Ifle of Providence lies in 25 degrees north latitude^, is twenty-eight miles long and 
eleven miles broad, where it is broadeft. 

It had the name of Providence given it by Captain Sayle, after he had a fecond time 
been driven upon it, when he was bound for the Continent. The firft governor that 
was fent thither by the proprietaries, was Mr. Chillingworth ; the time of his going 
there was about the year 1672 j feveral people went front ‘England, and the other colo- 
nies, to fettle there, and living a licentio is life, they were impatient under government ; 
Mr. Chillingworth endeavouring to, bring them to reafon, they aflfembled tumultuoufly, 
feized him, and (hipped him off for Jamaica, and lived every man as he thought bed 
for his own pleafure and intereft. The proprietaries found they had got an unruly 
colony to deal with, and it was a very fmall encouragement for any man to put himfelf 
into their hands after the treatment Mr. Chillingworth met with from them. 

However, fix or feven years after, the lords proprietaries made Mr. Clark governor, 
whofe fate was worfe ftill than his predecelTor’s ; for the Spaniards, at, that time, being 
jealous of every new colony of the Englilh towards the fouth, came upon them in Pro- 
vidence, deftroyed all their (lock which they could not, or would not, carry off ; and 
burnt feveral houfes that were upon the place. The inhabitants deferted it after this, 
and removed to other colonies. Mr. Trott, one of Governor Clark’s fucceffors, always 
afferted, that the Spaniards roafted Mr. Clark on a fpit, after they had killed him ; 
but per||9p8 that is laid to increafe the terror of the (lory ; but it is certain they killed 
him, and that after this invafion the ifland was uninhabited till sdiout the time of the 
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Revolution, when feveral perfons removed thither from Europe and the Continent ; 
among whom was Mr. Thomas Bulkley, who has printed a large account of his fuller- 
ing there, during the arbitrary government of one Cadwalladcr Jones, whom the 
lords proprietors made governor upon this fecond fettlement of Providence in 
the year 1 690, where he arrived on the 1 9th of June ; but his adrainillration proved 
very unforttmate both for himfelf and the colony, in which there arofe fuch 
troubles and dilTenlions, that he was once depofed and made prifoner, and again 
reltored. 

Nicholas Trott, Efq. fucceeded Mr. Jones in his government, and he built a fort in 
the town of Nallau ; notwithllanding which, the famous pirate Avery, forced the inha- 
bitants to let him have what vittuals he wanted ; but fome time after, governor Trott 
put the illand of Providence into fo good a condition, that though the French made 
feveral attempts, yet they yere always obliged to retire with lofs. In 1 697 Nicholas 
Webb, Efq. was fent to fucceed Mr. Trott, and he held the government about 
three years ; in which time thefe illands were in a better condition than they 
have ever been lince ; and there was, in his time, in Providence and the adjacent 
illands, near one thoufand inhabitants ; fome tobacco was planted, a fugar mill fet 
up, and other improvements made ; but, as we lhall fee hereafter, thefe were foon 
deftroyed. . 

'I’o Mr. Webb fucceeded Elias Hafeott, Efq. who was fo little liked by the inha- 
bitants, that they took upon them to feize him, and put him in irons ; and, having fent 
him away, afluined the liberty of chufing a governor for themfelves, one Elias Light- 
good, Efq. in whofe time the fettlements were deftroyed ; for, in July 1 708, the 
Spaniards and French, from Petit Guaves, landed, furprized the fort, took the gover- 
nor prifoner, plundered and ftripped the Englilh, burnt the tovra of Nafl'au, all but 
Mr. Lightgood’s houfe, together with the church, fpoiled the fort, and nailed up the 
guns ; they carried off the governor, and about half the blacks, the reft faved themfelves 
in the woods ; but in Oftober they came again, and picked up moft of the negroes. 
Mr. Lightgood having procured his liberty, by exchange or ranfom, came to Carolina, 
and going off thence in a vcffel, on fome adventure, was never lince heard of. The 
Englilh inhabitants of the Bahamas, after this fecond invafion, thought it in v«dn to 
ftay longer ; fo they removed, fome to Carolina, fome to Virginia, and fome to New 
England, and other places. * 

'I'he proprietors having appointed one Mr. Birch to go over governor to FVovidcnce, 
who, not having heard of the defertion of the inhaljitantvS, went thither ; but finding 
it a defart, he did not give himfelf the trouble to open his commiliion ; he remained there 
two or three months, and was all that while forced to lleep in the woods ; after which 
he returned back, and left the place uninhabited. This and the other Bahama Illands, 
were looked upon to be fo neceffary for the fecurity of our trade in the W eft Indies, 
that the parliament of England have not thought them unworthy of their care, as well 
to have them cleared of pirates, as to defend them againft both Spaniards and Frencfi, 
who find their fituation very convenient to annoy or befriend their commerce. In 
Queen Anne’s war both Spaniards and French over-ran and plundered the Bahama 
Illands twice. Upon which, in March 1714, the Houfe of Lords addrelfed her Majefty, 
that the Illand of Providence might be put in a poftnre of defence. Their lordftups 
obferving it Vould be of fatal confequence, if the Bahama Illands fliould fall into the 
hands of an enemy, they therefore prayed her Majefty to take the faid illand* i^to her 
hands, and give fuch order for their fecurhy as in her royal wifdom Ihc Ihould think. 

* . fit; 
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fit ; but nothing was done. And for the future guidance of fuch as have It in their 
power to do good offices for our American colonies, it Js not improper to remember, 
that their lordlhips, four years after, took notice of that negledt in an addrefe to his late 
Majefty King George ; in which they fay there were not any the leaft means ufed in 
compliance with that advice, for fecuring the Bahama lilands, and that then the pirates 
had a lodgment with a battery on Harbour Ifland ; and that the ufual retreat, and 
general receptacle for the pirates, was at Providence. Hereupon his Majefty was 
pleafed to give diredlions for diflodging thefe pirates, and making fettlcments, and a 
fortification for its fecurity and defence. 

Purfuant to this addrefs. Captain Woods Rogers was appointed governor, the fame 
perfon which went with the Duke and Duchefs of Briftol to the South Sea, and made 
a profperous voyage, eight years before. He failed for Providence in 1718, taking 
with him a naval force for fubduing the pirates ; in the mean time Colonel Bennet, 
governor of Bermudas, fent a floop to that ifland, requiring them to furrender them- 
lelves, purfuant to the late proclamation. The pirates who were then on the ifland, 
very gladly accepted of the mercy offered them thereby, :md promifed to furrender 
themfelves as foon as they could get paffage to the Engliffi colonies ; adding that they 
did not doubt but their fellows, who were at fea, would gladly do the fame after their 
example. Accordingly, Captain Henry Jennings, and fifteen others, immediately 
followed the floop to Bermudas, and furrendered themfelves ; and Captain Lallie, and 
Captain Nichols, with a good number of their pirates, fent word that they would alfo 
furrender. The above-mentioned proclamation was brought hither by Captain Peers, 
in the Pheenix frigate, then lately ftationed at New York ; befides the above. Captain 
Hernigold, Captain Burges furrendered, and in the whole as many of their men as 
amounted to one hundred and fourteen, which were followed by many more ; how- 
ever piracy was not fuppreffed, nor did Captain Rogers anfwer the expedlations of 
thofe that employed him j though at his arrival here he feemed very zealous in the 
fervice he was fent for. 

He arrived at Naffau, in Providence, in July 1718. Vane, one of the captains of 
the pirates, knowing what errand he came upon, to reduce thofe robbers by the pro- 
clamation or by force, caufed a French fhip of twenty-two guns, which he had taken, 
to befet on fire, intending to make ufe of her as a fire-fliip, to burn the Rofe frigate, 
which came with governor Woods Rogers ; and, indeeik the Rofe would have been in 
much danger, had fhe not got off in time, by cutting Her cables. But Vane’s bold and 
rafli attempt could not have fecured nim ; for befides the Rofe, there was at hand the 
Milford man of war, and anothef , aboard which was the governor. Thefe were foon 
after fecn ftanding in for the harbour of Naffau, upon which Vane, and about fifty of 
his men, made off in a floop. The governor fent a floop of fufficient force after 
them, but the pirates got off ; and the Milford, and the other man of war run aground. 
The 27th of July Mr. Woods Rogers came on ffiore, took pnffeffion of the fort, and 
caufed his Majefty’s commiflion to be read in the prefence of the officers, foldiers, and 
about three hundred people, whom he found there at his. arrival J which had been 
almoft daily exercifed in arms for their defence, in cafe of attack by the Spaniards or 
French. As for the pirates, thw were not in fo great fear of them, moft of them 
having been themfelves of the fraternity, who had furrender^ and made their peace 
with the government. Woods Rogers brought with him above one hundred foldiers, 
and this^oint force which was, and might have been ftill further, recruited, being 
fuffici^ to fecure the Bahama Iflands againft any enteipiize of the French and 
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Spaniards ; Mr. Rogers fet hinifelf to regulate the government, and reftore order in it, 
which had been negleded feveral years part. 

Of the adventurers who came with him, fix were nominated to be of the council, as 
alfo fix of the inhabitants, who had never been pirates themfelves ; and thus the appear- 
ance of government was renewed. As foon as the governor and council had fettled 
the board, about two hundred of thofe that had been pirates furrendered themfelves 
to them, had certificates of their fur render, and took the oaths of allegiance, as did, 
voluntarily, the greateft part of the inhabitants of Providence ; wherein, a few years 
after, were computed to be one thoufand five hundred fouls, out of thefe w'^ere formed 
three companies of militia, under officers of their own ifland ; thefe companies took 
their turn every night in the town guard at Nalfau, and the independent company was 
always upon duty in the fort here, and another of eight guns erefted at the eafternmoll 
entrance into the harbour. 

It was by thefe methods that the face of affairs, in this part of the world, w'as entirely 
changed ; the towm of Naffau rebuilt ; a regular force eftablifhed in Providence, and 
plantations fo laid out, that the country looked like an Englifli fettlement. Within a 
fhort time after, the neighbourmg ifland of Eluthcra was fettled likewife, upon which, 
about fixty families fixed themfelves, ereded a fmall fort for their defence, and raifed 
a company of militia under their deputy governor, Mr. Holmes, by whofe prudent 
management matters were chiefly brought to bear ; the like was done in Harbour Ifland, 
where the plantation foon grew more confiderable, and a larger fort was built for the 
protedion of the inhabitants. Captain Woods Rogers returning to England, was 
fucceeded in his government by Captain Fitzwilliams, in whofe time an independent 
company, that had been fent thither mutinied, which had like to have produced fome 
very fatal confequences, but was happily fuppreffed ; and by the moderation of the 
governor, only few of the moft guilty were made examples. 

This happened in the year 1 736, from which time thefe iflands have been improving, 
though flowly. It may well be wondered at by confiderate perfons, that confidering 
the number of poor people and men out of employment, which before the war peftered 
the ftrccts of this city, and of all the great towns in the kingdom ; fome methods 
were not taken foi’ fending them over to thefe iflands, wffiich would have been a relief 
to the people here, afforded them a comfortable fubfiftence, and have contributed to 
augment the ftrength and increafe the riches of this nation. I fhall content myfelf with 
juft hinting this as it falls in my"' way, and proceed to the next corporation formed for 
enlarging our commerce within the period of time afligned to this feftion. 

II. This was the Hudfon’s Bay Company, ereftfid by King Charles the lid. upon, 
the following occafion ; Monfieur Radifon, and Monfieur Goofelier, two Frenchmen, 
meeting with fome favages in the lake of Affimponals, in Canada, they learnt of them 
that they might go by land to the bottom of the bay, where the Engliffi had not yet been j 
upon which they defired them to conduft them thither, and the favages accordingly 
did it. The two Frenchmen returned to the upper lake the fame way they came, 
and thence to Quebec, the capital of Canada ; where they offered the principal mer- 
chants to carry fhips to Hudfon’s Bay, but their projea was rejefted ; thence they 
went to France, in hopes of a more favourable hearing at court j but after prefenting 
feveral memorials, and fpending a great deal of time and money, they were aafwered 
as they had •been at Quebec, and their project looked upon as cnimerical. The King 
of England’s ambaffador at Paris, hearing what propofal they had made, im^ined he 
Ihould do his country good fe^ice by engaging them to ferye the Englll^?^ who 
had already pretences to the Bay, perfuaded them to go far London, where they 
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inet with a favourable reception from fome men of quality, merchants and others, vho 
employed Mr. Gillam, a perfon long ufed to the New England trade, to perfedl this 
difcovery. 

He failed in the Nonefuch ketch, in the year 1667, into Baffin’s Bay, to the height 
of 75 degrees, and from thence fouthward to 51 degrees, where he entered a river, to 
which he gave name of Prince Rupert’s River ; and finding the favages difpofed to a 
friendly commerce, he erefled a fmall fortrefs there, which he ftyled Charles Fort. 
The fuccefs of this expedition was fo remarkable, that the perfons concerned in 
fitting out this veifel, upon the return of Mr. Gillam, applied themfelves to King 
Charles the lid. for a patent, who accordingly granted them one, dated the 2d of May, 
in the 22d year of his reign, A. D. 1670. The firil direftors of what was called the 
Hudfon’s Bay Company, were Prince Rupert, Sir James Hayes, Mr. William Young, 
Mr. Gerrard Weymans, Mr. Richard Cradock, Mr. John , Litton, Chriftopher Wren, 
Efq. and Mr. Nicholas Haywood. 

The bay lies from 64 degrees north latitude, to 51 degrees, and is lo degrees or 
fix hundred miles in length. The mouth of the ftreights lies in about 61 degrees 
north latitude, and is fix leagues over. At the mouth is an ifland called Refolution ; 
Charles Hand, Salilbury Hand, and Nottingham arc in the ftreights, and Mansfield 
Hand is in the motith of the bay. Hudfon’s Streights, which leads to the bay, are about 
one hundred and twenty leagues in length ; the land on both fides inhabited by 
iavages, of whom we have little or no knowledge. The fouth coaft is known by the 
name of the Terra de Labrador, the north by as many names as men of feveral 
nations have been there, and pretended to the difeovery. On the weft fide of the 
bay the Englifti made a fettlement, built a fort at Port Nelfon, and all that country 
goes by the name of New South Wales. The bay here is called Button’s and Hudfon’.s 
Bay, which is broadeft in this place, and may be near one hundred and thirty leagues.. 
On the other fhore, or the coaft of Labrador, lie foveral iflands, called the Sleeper’s 
Hies, and the Baker’s Dozen. The bottom of the bay, by which we underftand all 
that part of it from Cape Henrietta Maria, in New South Wales, to Redonda, below 
prince Rupert’s River, is about 80 leagues long, and all the way between 40 and 50 
leagues over. Here are feveral iflands to which the firft adventurers gave the names 
of fome great men in England, or fome that employed them ; as Lord Wefton’s Hand, 
Sir ITiomas Roe’s Ifland, Charleton Hand, and others, ' 

The two oppofite fliores are called the Eaft Main and Weft Main ; the former is 
Labrador, and latter New South Wales. The Continent at the bottom of the bay 
is, by the French pretended to be part of New France; and, indeed, to crofs the 
country from Saint Margaret’s River, which runs into the river of Canada, to 
Rupert’s River, at the bottom of Hudfon’s Bay, is not above one hundred and 
fifty miles. At Rupert’s River the Engliflt built their firft fort, which they 
called Charles Fort. They never had any towns or plantations here, but live 
within their forts in little houfes or huts, wherein the builder^ confider nothing 
but how to defend them from the cold and rains, though they are not fo much difturbed 
by the latter as by the former. ITiere is an ifland about five or fix leagues from the 
Weft Main called the little Rocky He, it being a mere heap of rocks and ftones, with 
fome fmall brufh-wood growing upon it ; it is fuppofed to overflow with great north* 
Weft winds, which make a high tide all over the bay ; ’in this ifle is plenty of gulls 
and foa fwallows ; about three miles from the fouth-foulh-eaft part of the ifland lies a 
dangerous reef of fand^ which is dry at low water. Charleton Hand is a dry white 
fand, covered over, with a white mofs, full f)f trees, juniper and fpruce, though not 
very large. This ifland affords a beautiful profped to fuch as are near it in the fpring, 
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after a long voyage of three or four months, in the moft uncomfortable teas in' the 
world, occafioned by the vaft mountains of ice which drive in the bay and ftreights ; 
ag-ainft which, if Ihips happen to ftrikc, tliey are daflied in pieces, as certainly as- if 
they ran againft rocks ; for, indeed, they are rocks petrified by the violence of the 
continual frofts. To lee one day the fltore on the "Weft Main bare, the mountains 
covered with fnow, and nature looking as if frozen to death ; and the next to behold 
Charlcton Ifland fpread with trees, and the branches making, as it were, a green tuft 
of the whole, is a change capable of giving the greatell pleafure, after the fatigues of 
an intolerable winter voyage. 

The air, even at the bottom of the bay, though by the latitude it is* nearer the fun 
than London, being in 5 1 degrees, is exceflive cold for nine months ; the other three 
months very hot ; but on a north-weft wind the foil on the Eaft Main, as well as the 
Weft, bears no manner of grain; fonte fruits, goofeberries, ftra wherries, and dewberries, 
grow about Prince Rupert’s River. The commodities for trade here are guns, 
powder, Ihot, cloth, hatchets, kettles, tobacco, &c. w'hich the Englifti exchange with 
the Indians, for furs, beavers, martins, foxes, moofe, and other &ns and furs. The 
great profits acquired by this trade, and the profped of ingrofling it, wholly engaged 
the new company to profecute their meafures vigoroufly, and to do all that lay in their 
power to fettle a good correfpondence with the natives, whom they found very tradable 
in that point, and willing to do any thing they could exped from them upon reafon- 
able terms ; for the Indians about Rupert’s River, and other places in the bay, ar^ 
more fimple than the Canadans, who have had longer commerce with the Europeans ; 
they are generally peaceable, and not given to quarrel, either amongft themfelves or 
others, except the Nodways, a wild, barbarous people on the borders of Hudfon’s 
Streights, who fometimes, in flight parties, make incurfions on the other Indians, and 
having murdered eight or ten, return in triumph. 

The Indians of certain dillrids, which are bounded by fucli and fuch rivers, have 
each an okimah, as they call him, or captain, over them, who is an old man, con* 
lidered only for his prudence and experience ; he has no authority but what they 
think fit to give him upon certain occafious ; he is the fpeech-maker to the Englifli, 
as alfo in their own councils, when they meet every fpring and fall to fettle the diC- 
pofition of their quarters, for hunting, fowling, and fiftiing ; every family have 
their boundaries adjufted, which they feldom quit, except they have no fuccefs there 
in their hunting, and then they join in with fome family who have fucceeded. Their 
notions of religion are but very flender; they fay there are two Monetoes,or Spirits, the 
one fends all the good things, and the other all the bad. Their worlhip confifts in 
fongs and dances at their feafts, in honour of their Monetoes that have favoured 
them ; but if they are fick or famiftied, they hang fome little bauble which they fet 
a value upon, on the top of a pole near the tent, to pacify the fpirit offended, aa 
they conceive. 

But to return jo our hiftory : in the year 1670 the company fent over Charles 
Bailey, Efq. as their governor, who with Mr. Radifon, fettled at Rupert’s River, and 
another faftory was eftablilhed at Fort Nelfon. Some years after William Lydall, Efq. 
was fent to fucceed Mr. Bailey, and one Mr. Bridger was fent to Fort Nelfon. In 1683 
Henry Serj^t, Efq. was made governor at Rupert’s River, with orders to be very 
careful of tKe French, who began now to fliew themfelves very jealous of the trade 
carried on by the Englifti company with the natives ; and at the fame tiraeTh'y were 
not a little perplexed by fome bad praftices among their own fervants ; who confider* 
ing the hardihips they oidiured in that miferahle cold country,, thought tliey might 
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make bold with fome part of the profits, which were entirely owing to thdr labour and 
negociations with the natives ; for the company by theii* governors and agents, made 
fuch contracts with the captains, or kings of rivers, or territories where they had 
fettlements for the freedom of trade there, exclufive of all others, that the Indians 
could not pretend they had encroached upon them. Thefe contracts were as firm 
as the Indians could make them by fuch ceremonies as were moft facred and obliga- 
tory among them. 

In the year 1686 we find the company in poflellion of five fettlements, viz. Albany 
River, Hayes Ifland, Rupert’s River, Fort Nelfon, and New Severn j their trade at 
each of them was very confiderable. From Albany River they had generally three 
thoufand five hundred beavers a year, and by Mr. Serjeant’s great care and fidelity, 
their commerce increafed I'o much, that the French began to be afraid all the upland 
Indians might be drawn down to the bay. They knew they could do any thing with 
King James II. who then reigned in England ; and therefore they refolved to drive the 
Englilh out of all their places in the bottom of the bay. Firft they took Hayes Ifland, 
and then the fort on Rupert’s River. The French company at Canada procured a 
detachment of foldiers to be fent, under the Chevalier de Troyes, who came over land 
from Quebec, and in a time of profound peace committed thrfe ads of hoftilities. It 
is worth obferving, that the French have fo good an opinion of their American colonies, 
as to take not only all lawful, but even unlawful means, to preferve and enlarge them, 
as contemptible as they are in themfelves ; whereas theEnglifti, who, next the Spaniards, 
have the richeft plantations in this part of the world, have been as negligent of them as if 
they were not worth keeping. 

The 8th of July, the Chevalier de Troyes came before the fort at Albany River, 
where the governor Mr. Serjeant, then refided. Two Indians having informed him- 
of their having furprized the forts at Hayes Ifland and Rupert’s River, and had 
brought with them the great guns from thefe places, the governor did all that was in 
his power to defend the place, but was not able to keep it above a week, as appears by 
the articles of his furrender, dated July the 16th, 1686, which articles were but 
indifferently kept. In 1693, the Hudfon’s Bay Company, beipg aflifted by the 
government, retook all the forts and fadories of which the French had deprived 
them in time of peace; but they were foon after driven out of them again by 
the French. . * , 

In the year 1696, the Company applied themfelves to King William, reprefenting 
their own incapacity to maintain themfelves agtunft the French, and praying the aflift- 
ance of the crown for their fupport ; upon which two men of war were ordered to 
their alfiftance, under the command of Captain Allen, who coming into the River 
Hayes, fent to fummon all the forts to furrender ; and the French governor, finding he 
could not defend them againft the Engliih, capitulated ; and on the ad of Auguft, in 
the fame year, furrendered Albany Fort upon certain articles, the chief of which were; 
that all thofe in the fort, as well French as Indians, and one Englishman, the gover- 
nor’s fervant, fliould have thar lives and liberties ; and that no harm or violence fliould 
be done to their perfons, or any thing that belonged to them ; that they Ihould march 
out with their arms, drums beating, colours flying, match lighted at both ends, ball 
in mouth, and carry with them the two guns brought from France ; that they fhould 
all embark with their clothes, and goods, without being vifited or pillaged in any thing; 
and, itthby niet with any French veflels, there fhould be a truce between the Engliih 
and them ; tmd the faid JF'rench veflels fliould be permitted to take aboard the perfons 
that came out of th^ fame fort, with all that belonged to them. Thefe conditions 
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were a little too honourable to grant, though they were complied with. Captain Allen 
t(X)k the governor, and fome . of his men, aboard his own fliip, the Bonad venture ) 
fome he put aboard the Seaford, and the reft aboard a merchant-man, called the 
Doling. 

In nis return he fought the Mary Rofe frigate, then a French privateer of fifty 
guns, and was killed in the engagement ; which gave the Frenchman an opportunity 
to bear away. As to the other two forts, they followed the fate of Albany, and Mr. 
Knight was reftored to the government of Fort Nelfon. Mr. Knight had ferved Mr. 
Sergeant while he was governor of Fort Albany, and was acquainted with the trade. 
In the year 1697, the Hampfliire frigate, and Owners Love firefhip, two of the king’s 
fhips, were loft in this bay, and all the men drowned. Indeed the ice rendered it fo 
dangerous, that the commerce feemed not to be worth the rilk that was run for it. 
Whether thofe two (hips rup againft thofe frozen mountains that float in the fea, or 
foundered, is not known ; but it is certain they were loft, and that all the men 
perilhed ; which was the caufe of fome inconvenience. After this time it appears 
very clearly, that the trade of the Hudfon’s Bay Company declined extremely, but 
whether from any advantage gained in trade by the French, or from any ill manage- 
ment of their aft'airs at home or abroad, I cannot pretend to fay. This, however, is 
certain, that in the next general war the French had renewed their, attacks upon the 
I'ettlements of the Hudfon's Bay Company, and this with fuch effeft, that they foon 
left them nothing but Fort Albany, which very well accounts for the low (late of 
their trade to the end of the war, and fome time after. At the making the treaty at 
Utrecht, great care was taken of this company, who by the lothand iith articles 
liave every thing reftored to them that had been taken (tom them, and an equitable 
liitisfaftion ftipulated for their lolTes. Since which time the trade of the company 
has wonderfully encreafed, infomuch that it became, at lead, treble to what it was 
at the time that peace was made, and is (till in a very flourifhing condition. 

It is very natural for fuch as reap the benefit of any branch of trade, to be as filent 
and fecret about it as pollible, which is the reafon that till within thefe few years both 
the country and the commerce of Hudfon’s Bay w'ere very little, and indeed fcarce 
at all known here,’ though carried on entirdy by this nation. As for the French, they 
had fo little notion of it that they treated all Mr. Iberville’s projetfs upon this fubjeft 
as mere chimeras ; and when *i memorial was prefented to the Regent Duke of Orleans, 
fetting forth the great dangers theFrejich fettlemenls in North America muft run, if the 
Englilh (hould ever lay open this trade, or think of tranfporting their felotis into this 
part of the world, it was looked upon as a mere vifiem. But fince that time they are 
become much better acquainted with this part of America, as appears from the account I 
have already given from one of their authors. 

But as to the product and prefent condition of this country, the beft accoimt 1 
ever faw of it, is that publilhed by Mr. Dobbs, from the mouth of one experimentally 
acquainted with itp and from whom I lhall borrow as much as I think may fulEce to. 
give the reader a general notion of its nature and importance. “ The Indians being 
obliged to go alhore every day to hunt for provifions, delays them very much in their 
voyages ; for their canoes are fo very fmall, holding only two men and a pack of one 
hundred beaver (kins, that they cannot carry provifions with them for any time- If 
they had lafger canoes, they would make their voyages (hoxtet, and carry many more 
beavers to market, at lead four times as many, befides other fl^s of value, which are 
too heavy for their prefent canoes ; this, and the high price of the European goods, 
by the company in exchange, difeourages tlte natives fo much, that if they were not 
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abfolutely under a neceffity of having guns, powder, and fliot, hatched, and other Iron 
tools for their hunting, and tobacco, brandy, and fome.paint for luxury, they would 
not go dcywn to the feftory with what they now carry. At prefent they leave great 
numbers of furs and fkins behind tham. A good hunter among the Indians can kill 
fix hundred beavers in a feafon, and can carry down but one hundred ; the reft he ufes 
at home, or hangs them upon brandies of trees, upon the death of thdr children, as 
an offering to them, or ufe them for bedding and coverings. They fomedmes burn 
off the fur, and roaft the beavers like pigs, upon any entertainments, and they often 
let them rot, having no further ufe for them. The beavers, he fays, are of three 
colours, the brown reddifh colour, the black, and white ; the firft is the cheapeft, the 
black is moft valued by the company in England, the white the mofl valued in 
Canada, ^ving eighteen fhillings, when others give five or fix fliillings ; it is blown 
upon by the companies faftors at the bay, they not allowing fo much for thefe as for 
the others, and therefore the Indians ufe them at home, or burn off the hair, when they 
roaft the beavers like pigs, at an entertainment when they feaft together. He fays 
thefe fldns are extremely white, and have a fine luftre, no fnow being whiter, and have 
a fine long fur or hair. He has feen fifteen taken of that colour out of one lodge 
or pond. 

“ The beavers’- have three enemies, man, otters, and the carcajon, or quecquehatch, 
which prey upon them, when they take them at advantage ; the laft is as large as a very 
great dog, it has a Ihort tail like a deer or hart, and has a good fur, valued at a beaver 
and a half in exchange. The beavers chiefeft food is the poplar, or tremble, but 
they alfo eat fallows, alders, and moft other trees, not having a refinous juice. The 
middle bark is their food ; in May, when the wood is not plenty, they live upon a 
large root which grows in the marfhes a fethom long, and as thick as a man’s leg, 
the French called it volet ; but the beavers are not fo good food as when they feed 
upon trees. They will cut down trees about two fathoms in girth with their teeth, 
and one of them obferves, when it is ready to fall, and gives a great cry, and runs the 
contrary way, to give room for the reft to get out of the way. They then cut off all 
the twigs and fmaller branches, two or tfiree fathoms in length, and draw them to 
their houfes, which they have built in their ponds ; after having raifed or repaired 
their pond head, and made it ftaunch, and thruft one end into the clay or mud, 
that they may lie under water all the winter, to 'preferve the bark green and 
tender, for their winter provifion. After cutting t)ff the fmall branches, they cut 
mid carry away the larger, until they come to the bole of the tree. The beavers 
are excellent food, but the tongue and tdl the molt delicious parts of the whole. 
They are very fat from November until the end of March ; they have their 
young in the beginning of fummer, at which time the females are lean by fuck- 
ling their young, and the males are lean the whole fummer, when they are making 
or repairing their ponds and houfes, and cutting down and providing timber and 
^branches for their winter ftore. They breed once in a year, and ^lave from ten to 
'fifteen at a litter, which grow up in one feafon, fo that they multiply very faft ; and 
if they can empty a pond and take the whole lodge, they generally leave a pair to 
breed) fo that they are fully ftocked again in two or three years. The loup corvier, 
or lynx, is of the cat kind, but as large as a great dog ; it preys upon all beafts it can 
oonquer, as does the tiger, which is the only bead in that country that will not fly 
from^a fhan. The American oxen or beeves, have a large bunch upon their backs, 
which is by hr the moft, delicious part of them for food, it being all as fweet as marrow, 
juicy and rich, and weighs feveral pounds. 

« The 
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“ The Indians weft of the bay, living an erratic life, can have no benefit by tante 
fowl or cattle ; they feldom ftay above a fortnight at a place, unlefs they find plenty 
of game. When they remove, after having built their hut they difperfe ta get game 
for their food, and meet again at night, after having killed enough to maintain them 
that day ; they do not go above a league or two from their hut. When they find 
fcarcity of game, they remove a league or two &ther, and thus they traverfe through 
thefe woody countries and bogs, fcarce miffing one day winter or fummer, fair or foul, 
in the greateft ftorms of fnow, but what they are employed in fome kind of chace. The 
finaller game, got by traps or fnares, are generally the employment of women and 
children, fuch as the martins, fquirrels, ermins, &c. The elks, fta^s, rein deer, 
bears, tigers, wild beef, wolves, foxes, beavers, otters, coreajon, &c. are the employment 
of the men. The Indians, when they kill any game for food, leave it where they kill it, 
and fend their wives next ,day to carry it home. They go home in a direft line, 
never miffing their way by obfervation they make of the courfe they take upon their 
going out, and fo judge upon what point their huts are, and can thus dired themfelves 
upon any point of the compafs. The trees all bend towards the fouth, and the 
branches on that fide are larger and ftronger than on the north fide, as alfo the mofs 
upon the trees. To let their wives know how to come at the killed game, they from 
pi ice to place break oil' branches, and lay them in the road, pointing ^em the way they 
Ihould go, and fometimes mofs, fo that they never mifs finding it. 

“ In winter when they go abroad, which the)’ muft do in all weathers to hunt and 
Ihoot, for their daily food, before they drefs they rub themfelves all over with bear’s 
greafe, or oil of beavers, which docs not freeze, and alfo rub all the fur oil' their beaver 
coats, and then put them on ; they have aho a kind of boots or llockings of beaver’s 
Ikin, well oiled, with the fur inwards, and above them they have an oiled fkin laced 
about (heir feet, which keeps out tliccold, and alfo water where there is no ice or fhow, 
and by this means they never freeze or fulier any thing by cold. In fuinmcr alfo, 
when they go naked, they rub themfelves with thefe oils or greafe, and expofe them- 
lelves to the fun without being fcorched, their (kins being always kept foft and fupple 
by it, nor do any Hies, bugs, or mulketoeSj or any noxious infeft ever moleft them. 
\Vhen they want to get rid of it they go into the water, and rub themielves all over 
with mud or clay, and let it dry upon them, and then rub it off. But whenever they 
are free from tlie oil, the flics and mulkeipes immediately attack thi&m, and oblige 
them again to anoint themfelves. 

“ The Indians make no ufe of honey ; he faw nq bees there but the wild humble- 
bee ; but they are fo much afraid of being flung with them, as they go naked in 
fummer, that they avoid them -as much as they can. Nor he did not fee any of the 
maple they ufe in Canada to make fugar of, but only the birch, whofe juice they ufe 
for the fame purpofe ; boiling it until it is black and dry, and then ufing it with their 
meat. They ufe no milk from the time they are weaned, and they fill liate to tafte 
theefe, having taken up an opinion that it is made of dead men’s fat; they love 
prunes and raifins, and will give a beaver Ikin for twelve of them, to carry to their 
children, and alfo for a thrum or jew’s harp. 

“ lie fays the women have all fine voices, but have never heard any mufical in- 
ftrument. They are very fond of all forts of pidures or prints, giving a beaver for the 
leaft print, and all toys are like jewels to them. When he got to the natives, fouth- 
ward of Pachegoia, he had .about thirty cowries left, and a few fniall bells? l^s than 
hawks-bells. When he Ihewed one of them, they gave him a beaver’s ffiin for it, and 
they were fo fond that fotne gave hiiu two Ikins, or three marten fkins, for one, to 
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rive their wives to make them fine. The martens they take in traps, for if they (hoot 
them their (kins would be fpoiled ; they have generally five or fix at a litter. He fays 
the natives are fo difcouraged in their trade with the company, that no (kins are worth 
the carriage; and the fineft furs were fold for very little, when they came to the 
feftory in June 1 742. The prices they took for the European goods were much 
higher than the fettled prices fixed by the company, which the governors fix fo to (hew 
the company how zealous they are to improve their trade, and fell their goods to ad- 
vantage. He fays they gave but a pound of gunpowder for four beavers ; a fethom of 
tobacco for feven beavers ; a pound of (hot for one ; an ell of coarfe cloth for fifteen ; 
a blanket for twelve ; two fi(h-hooks or three flints for one ; a gun for twenty-five ; a 
piftol for ten ; a common hat, with white lace, for feven ; an axe for four ; a bill-hook 
for one ; a gallon of brandy for four ; a chequered (hirt for feven ; all which were fold 
at a monftrous profit, even to two thoufand per cent., Notwithftanding this dif- 
couragemenr, the two fleets which went down with him, and parted at the Great Fork, 
carried down two hundred packs of one hundred each, twenty thoufand beavers ; and the 
other Indians who arrived that year, he computed, carried down three hundred 
packs of two hundred each, making thirty thoufand ; in all fifty thoufand beavers, 
and above nine thoufand martens. 

“ Tlie furs there are much more valuable than the furs upon the Canada lakes, fold 
at New York ; for thefe will give five or fix (hillings per pound, when the others 
fell at three (hillings and fixpenc(^. He fays that if a fort was built at the Great Fork, 
fixty leagues above York Fort, and a faftory with European goods was fixed there, 
and a reaibnable price was put upon the European goods, that the trade would be 
wonderfully increafed ; for the natives from the fouthward of Pachegoia, could make, 
at lead, two returns in a fummer, and thofe at greater diftances could make one, who 
cannot now come at all ; and above double the number would be employed in 
hunting, and many more (kins would be brought to market, that they cannot now 
afford to bring, for the expence and low price given for them. The dream is fo 
gentle from the Fork to York Fort, on either branch, that large veflels and (hallops 
may be built there, and carry down the bulky goods, and alfo r,etum again againd 
the dream ; and the climate is good and fit to produce grain, pulfe, &c. and very good 
grafs and hay for horfes and cattle ; and if afterwards any fettlement were made upon 
Pachegoia, and velTels built to navigate that lake, which* is not more northerly than the 
latitude of 52 degrees, the trade would be dill vadly inlarged and improved, and fpread 
the trade not only up the river and lakes, as far as the Lake du Bois and du Pluis, but 
alfo among the Affinibouls, and nations beyond them ; and the nation de Vieux 
Hommes, who are two hundred leagues wedward of Pachegoia. He fays the nations 
who go up that river with prefents, to confirm the peace, are three months in going, 
and fay they live behind a range of mountains beyond Aflinibouls ; he faw feveral of 
them, who all wanted a joint of their little finger, which they faid was cut off foon after 
they were bom, but gave no reafon for it. , 

“ Whild he was at York Fort he got acquainted with an old Indian who lived at 
fome didance from Nelfon's Bay to the wedward, being one of thofe they call the 
home Indians, who had about fifteen years ago, gone at the head of thirty warriors to 
make war againd the Attimofpiquais, Tete Plat, or Plazcotez de Chiens, a nation 
lying northward, on the wedem ocean of America ; he was the only one that returned, 
all tke l»ft being killed, or periflied through fatigue or want of food ; upon their 
return, ^hen they wen^ they carried their own families with them, and hunted and 
from place ta place for two winters and one fummer, having left tbdr country in 
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i h^ lm i Kd, mAMmm^k «m alMfeft liitn, a» he paffiwNiitoftifdg 
fw^la ^jSfpt * Jkkm iwfliii^ the'ftrdgM* they coaft^ aiwig^’NNApe^’fei ^^ihMK 
fwiftiaw' thiB couptiy and woods as they went'sdnng to has^bim'pit^i&om- 
IlK'tokl jdwy .ftwA gvent many faurge black iilh, fpoutkig water W ^ < Jkfyx 

dlt^'lMdlfaul<e<tt|M^r near three mantha, tbeyiaw the foQiftep«#!j(htoi^<i|lto'e^ 
^If^rauwlf by ^whirtt •they judged duy were not mr from their enemiesi bfMto wihMt 
tiMiqf^lluttted«tbdir caaoeei, and went five days Uirough the woods and fauwes* viil^i 
were but^ very low and flimbby, and fo clofe they could with diiiail^ way 
thieughk i and then came to the banka a liver, where they fbund‘a lafgetowB of 
tbefr fsiemito | and> after making their nfiial cry, they difcluurged their arrows and 
gauQS agaifyft tbc^e vrtio app^ed ; upon which they fled ; but fistding how few thqf 
wesey they returned and' killed fifteen of them, and wounded three or four mon;$ 
upon whiwiihey fiod>to the woods, and fromthmce naade their efrape to their cannap 
be^arv thdy enemies' tivertook th^ ; md, aAer a great deal of fadgue got to ^ 
|fcWlj||ghHji add getting over they all died one after another of ftidgue 
WMMb mc|Mpt this old man ; leaving htin alone to travel to his own country, 
tua^ hbd dp pbeut a year’s tiiae, having left his gun whaa his ammunitioa was ftienh 
andy and all his arrows, and upon his return had not even a knife with hinag 
Sf)f thatihe was reduced to five upon herbs and mofs growing upon the rodu, aadppMlI 
awioft fiuniibed wl^ he imuhed Sakie, where be met his friends, who rdievdl 

him h^de^eked of ever ague feang his own country.” h 

iThiei) SkyaMs. Dobbs, is the accotmt lb ftur as Joftph k France conid inform ndfapC 
dtote<ciduatriM Ibuthwaid of York Fort, which mav 1^ brought to ti^therela 
he allowed, that, this rdadon is equally mitru6Hve and aatertaining } |l 
dfi^ Onto acquainied wHh die coumry, mid with the reaftms which foo^dedlp^ 
ttrlhiBKit worth onr while to enquire nbtnitk ; k flWs us, that ^efe cfWhtdplldre'm 
^anabeidg unhofpkdde, mr uninhaldtalde^ that, on die ocmttary, there am iaany 
aadtito' nfoMiiiy> kfKw n a , nnd many more of whom the Europeana have l»d not 
am ftjtficimBly in wai^ and have u at the frune time abumbplldy Id i 
fMapeiNpiqr ip for fo 9 i|dieB.>>> This, 1 fay, is cvideidly made appear, fineo k ia-nffdfe 
andehe ai& is lb t|^ as not be dieted, that the Frendh carj^ on a gr^ tdip'ipj 
tptif jMw illt said giii^*4hey am> very yekable to^bear die mgmiy of ^ 
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m hf Jofeph U Fraace, and of no lefs authority thw his^ iince k « its an 
il^glilhnm pf.credity'who r^rts nothing but from Ins (uvn exper^ceaad <^ctrvaitioii 7 
** Mr. FrOft, who has been many years empbyed by the company in the bay, both 
at GhMrcbfll and Moofe River &dory, and who was their iatea^reter with the ^tives, 
and travelled a conliderable way into the country, both nortlvweft of C^nrchill and 
Ibuthward of Moofe River hiftory, and has refided at Moofe River, fince the fe^kory 
was made there in 1730, gives a very good account of that climate and country there, 
hnd up the river fouthward of it : he fays the fadory is built near, the mouth, of the 
river, in latitude 51 degrees 28 minutes, upon a navigable river, which, at twelve miles 
diRant from the fort, is divided into two branches ; one comes from the fouthward, the 
Other from the fouth-weft. Upon the fouthern branch, all fort of grain thrives, as 
barley, beans, and peafe do at the fa&ory, though expofed to all the chilling winds 
which come from the ice in the bay. Upon the fouthern part, above the fells, there 
grows naturally along the river, the fame kind of wild oats and rye mentioned already 
upon the lake of Sieno, the hulk bring black, but the grain within perfectly white and 
clear, like rice ; the Indians beating it off when ripe into their canoes, as they pafs along 
tile 'river, it growing in the water, like rice. In their woods, at the bottom of the 
bay, at Moofe and Albany, as well as at Rupert’s River, are very large timber 
trees of all kind.s ; oak, a(h, &c. as well as pine, cedar, and fpruce ; they have 
exceeding good grafs to make hay, which improves every day, as they cut and 
feed it, and may nave every where within land all forts of pulfe and grain, and all 
forts of fruit trees, as in the fame climate in Europe ; for all the forts they have tried 
thrive very well. 

The ice breaks up at Moofe fafrory in the beginning of April, but higher up in 
the country in March. It is navigable for canoes a great way up among the rails ; at a 
conliderable diffance there is one fell of fifty feet, but above that it is deep, and 
navigable for a great way ; the climate above the fell is very good, and the river 
abounds with that wild rice. The French have got a houfe, or fettlement for trade, 
near the fouthern branch, above one hundred miles above the fafrory, where they fell 
thrir goods cheaper than the company do, although it be fo difficult to carry them fo 
fex l^rom Canada, and very expenlive ; and give as much for a mart’en’s Ikin as they do 
for a beaver, when we infill upon three for one ; fo that the French get all the choice 
&in8, and leave only therefiife for the company. The* French have alfo got another 
houfe pretty high up upon Rupert’s R’ver, by which they have gained all the trade 
upon tile Eall Main, except a littje the company get at Slude river.” He fays, ** That 
. upon the fouth fide of the great inland fea, upon the Fall Main, which has lately been 
tiifcovered, there is an exceeding rich lead mine, from which the natives have brought 
very good ore, which might turn to very great udyantage, as well as the fiirs upon tW 
€0^, which might bevaffly increafed if the trufe was laid open, and fettlements made 
in proper places. He fays, when he was at (^urchill, he travelled a confiderable way 
ib the country north-weilward of the River of Seals, that near the river and fea-coail 
i^ere were fmall Ihrubby woods ; but for many miles, at leall fixty farther into tire 
country, they had nothing but a barren white mofs, upon which the rri%deer feed, 
a|Uo the moofe, buffaloes, and other deer ; and the natfres told hinij ferther welt< 
‘heyond that barren coimtry, there were large Voods.* He was acquainted when 
about fifteen years ago, wkh an Indian chiei^ who traded at Chur<mill,i who had 
at a fe^ copper nune, which tiiey^ ftruck off the rocks wkh Rones, 
was Upon iflands at the mouth of the river, aad lay to the northward of tint 
couj^w4tei««>ey^hadim night in fe^ « 
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** As t6 the hrade at Churehill, it is mcreafing ; it bemg at too gi%at diftance firom 
idieFreaeh'fot' liietoin intarfece in the trade ; in me year i743» it amounted to t«ren|y 
thouland beavers. 'Zhiere were about one hundred up-land Indians came in their 
canoto to trade, and about two hundred northern Indians, who brought thdr furs and 
ftins upon Hedges $ fome of them came down the River of Seals, fifteen Leagues north* 
waord of ChurchiU, in canoes, and brought thdr fiirs from thence by land. They have 
no beavers to the northward of Churchill, they not having there fuch ponds or woods as 
they choofe to feed upon 5 but they have great numbers of martens, foxes, bears, rdn- 
deer, buffaloes, wolves, and other beafts of rich furs, the country bdng moilly rocky, 
and covered with white mofs, upon which the rdn*deer, or cariboux, feed. 

** There is a great deal of fmall wood, of the fpruce or fir kind, near the old frfUMy ; 
but the wood improves, as it is farther up the river from the bay ; where they have 
juniper, birch, and poplar, And more foutherly the timber is W?er, and there are 
great variety of trees } they are under great inconveniences at the new fort, which is upon 
an elevated fituation, upon a rock without fhdter, clofe by the fhore, furrounded with 
fnow and ice for dght months in the year, expofed to all the winds and fiorms that 
happen ; where they can have no conveniency of grafs or hay, or gardening, and yet 
they had four or five horfes there, and a bull, and two cows, near the feftory ; but 
they Were obliged to brin^ their hay from a marihy bottom, fome ii^^es up the river, to 
fwd them in winter j but if a fettlement was made higher up the river fouthward, fome 
leagues from the bay, in fhelter, without the reach of the chilling winds, they would 
have grafs and hay fufficient, and might have alfo gardens and proper greens, and roots, 
propagated there. They fay there is a communication betwixt that river and Nelfon’s 
River, at a great diffaiice within land, or a very fhort land-carriage betwixt them ; for 
the Indians who trade here tell them, each feafon, what chiefs, with their followers, go 
down that year to Nelfon or Albany river.** 

We may juftly wonder that we never had before any clear account of thefe matters, 
eonfidering how long we have had fri&ories in thefe parts ; and that on the contrary all 
the accounts hitherto given reprcfent the coalls of Hudfon*s Bay, as the moA forlmn 
and dreadful part of the univerfe, hitheito difcovered *, as regions freezing and fright^l, 
almoA beyond alf defcripdon, and which it would appear dreadful and cruel to frnd 
even malefactors to inhabit. But for this the fame gentleman has fully accounted ; and 
it is requifite that the public fhould be very well acquainted with the account that he has 
given ; for fince the great council of the nation has thought fit to entourage an attempt 
to difcover a paifage this way into the South Seas, it is very reafonable to fuppofe that 
endeavours will not be wanting to pulh that attempt to the utmoA } to facilitate which 
there is nothing of fo great importance as the proving that the difcouragements which 
have been hitherto reprefhnted as infuperable, have been over-rated, and that not* 
withAanding all that has been faid of them, it is not only poffible but probab]|^ that 
they may be overcome ; towards which nothing furely can contribute i^iore 
pointing out the /notives, upon which they have hithertd been conAantly ri^mdCeiltod, 
in fo ftrong a light, which is vei^ effedually done m the folhiwing paffage from the 
Acme author j who, as he has Audied this point, fo it muA be allowed he has made A 
as clear as with reaibn could well be expe&ed. 

** The company avcud all they can making difcoveries to (he northwaid of CharchilC 
or extending their trade that way, Att fear they Aiould diicover.a peffage to. the weAem 
ocean of America, and by that means, the. rdf of the Es^liih merchants jEio% 
epeh ihrir trade, tlK^ <know they have no legal right y which, if 

was found, would not onfy.aninmte the zeA .of the> mnrcbahte |o purine 
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through that paflage, but alfo to find out the great advantages that might be made of 
the trade of the rivers and countries adjoining to the bay,, by which means they would 
lofe their beloved monopoly. But the profpeft they have of gain to be made by 
trading with the Elkimauk Indians, for whale*fin, whale and fea oil, and fea-horfe 
teeth, induces them to venture a floop annually, as far as 62 degrees 30 minutes, to 
Whale Cove, where thefe Indians meet them, and truck their fins and oil with them. 
But though they are fully informed of a fine copper mine on a navigable arm of the fea, 
north-weftward of Whale Cove, and the Indians have offered to carry their floops to it, 
yet their fear of difcovering the paflage puts bounds to their avarice, and prevents their 
going to the milie, which by all accounts is very rich. Yet thofe who have been at 
Whale Cave, own that from thence northward is all broken land; and that after 
palling fome iflands, they from the hills fee the fea open, leading to the weftward. 
And the Indians who have been often at the mine fay it is upon a navigable arm of the 
fea, of great depth, leading to the fouth-weft, where are great numbers of large black 
filh fpouting water, which confirms the opinion that all the whales feen between Whale 
Cove and Wager River, all come there from the wellern ocean, fince none are feen any 
where elfe in Hudfon*s Bay or Streight. All along this coall from the latitude 6* 
degrees to 65 degrees, a very beneficial fifhery of whales may be carried oh with thefe 
Elkimauk Indians ; who, even without the ufe of iron, can harpoon and kill whales, 
and if they were fupplied with iron harpoons, and proper cordage, they might be 
brought to kill great numbers of them. At prefent all their nets, lines, and mares, 
are made of whale-bone, and moft of their boats and other neceffaries of the feal-Ikins, 
fifh-bones, and fea-horfe teeth, and in making all things necelfary for them, they are 
very neat and ingenious.’* 

The fame judicious perfon, from whom v/e have borrowed fo much already, has 
taken the pains to give, from very authentic relations, a very clear, as well as a very 
copious account of molt of the Indian nations that lie at the back of our northern 
colonies, and between the French fettlements in Canada, and on the MUIifllippi River $ 
with the countries they inhabited, and the product of thofe countries, which I efteem a 
thing of very great confequence, and as material a fervice to this nation, as has been 
rendered for many years ; the account is too long for me to infert,‘but the inferences 
he draws from it are fo juft, and of fo high confequence, that I think it would be an 
injury done the reader not to report them, as it would certainly be doing both him and 
the fubjeft great wrong, to report them in any other than his own words, which with- 
out farther preface I Ihall ufe ; only it is necelfary to premife at the time this gentleman 
publilhed his book, the war with France was not adually broke out. 

** How glorious, fays he, would it be for us at the lame time to civilize fo many 
nations, and improve fo large and fpacious a country, by communicating our ccmlUtu- 
tion and liberties, both civil and religious, to fo many numbers, whofe happinefs and 
pleafure would increafe at the fame time, that an increafe of wealth and power would be 
added to Britain. 

“ There is, at prefent, a beginning of this fcheme, by the zeal of Mr. Barclay,'who 
ia inftru£ring and civilizing the Mowhawks, among the Iroquefe, who from a warlftc.0 
nation have embarked in trade, and entered into alliances with all nations round the 
Huron and Errie, and to the weftward as far as the Millilfippi, which is firmly 
«itabii(hed by the gain they make by the trade. The Eng;lilh, from New 'York, have 
fixed H OTwega, in tfreir country, upon equitable terms with all the Indians, who come 
now j|Dl!|rj^gFeat dil^iice to trade at that town ; Indians coming now to trade thca’^ 
iidw)f« natMl weren^ei’before known to the Engliih. This therefore kem to be the 

*2 critical 
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critical time to begin this fettimient, on the banks of Coiide River. If there be a vtu 
with France, as we are at t great eiqperiCe to feve the liberties of Europe, and fuppOit 
the Houfe of Auflria, lincc we can have nothaigin Europe beneficial for us ; in cafe we 
are fuccefsful at the conclufion of the war, we ought to ftipulate for fomething 
advantageous ki America ; and the leaf): we ought to claim is our right to the American 
lakes, and fecuring the navigation of them. The French have, at prefent, two little 
forts, and about thirty men in each ; at Niagara, and the ftreights of St. Jofeph ; 
and a few men at Miffiliackinac, and at the' bottom of the lllinefe Lake. Thefe we 
ought to have from them, either by force or treaty, which would fecure the inland 
trade to us, and prevent their future incroachments, either there or in Hudfon’s Bav ; 
and to do this effeftually, would be to make a fettlement near the lake Errie, which 
may be done with little or no expence, confidering our prefent barrier and alliance, and 
trade with the natives ; and, whenever our troops are dilbanded, fome of them may be 
fent over upon half-pay, to fix in proper places and make good our poffeffions, which 
would be a fine retreat to our foldiers, who cannot, fo eafily, after bemg difbanded, 
bring themfelves again to hard labour, after being fo long difufed to it. 

“ By thefe fettlements, and thofe adjoining to Hudfon’s Bay, and by opening the 
trade to the bay, many thoufands more would be employed in trade, and a much 
greater vent would be opened to our manufactures ; whereas, all the trade we have at 
prefent, whiift it is thus confined to the company, Jl the employment of one hundred 
and twenty men in all their factories ; and two or three Ihips in that trade, manned 
perhaps with one hundred and twenty men in time of war, to enrich nine or ten mer- 
chants at their country’s expence, at the fame time betraying the nation, by allowing 
the French to encroach upon us at the bottom of the bay, having given up by that 
means the greateft part of their trade there to the French. It is therefore humbly fub- 
mitted to the government, whether it is not juft, as well as prudent, to open the trade 
to all the Britifh merchants, and refume, at the fame time, the charter, fo far as to 
take from them all the lands they have not reclaimed or occupied, after feventy years 
pofleflion, leaving them only their factories, and fuch lands as they have reclaimedg^ 
adjoining to them; and to give grants, asufual, in other colonies, to all whofhall go over 
to trade, and make fettlements in the country ; for no grant was ever intended to b 0 
made to them, to enable them to prevent other fubjeCts of Britain from planting thofe 
colonies, which they themfiftves would not plant or occupy ; for fuch i power, mftead 
of being beneficial, would be the greateft prejudice to Britain. It is therefore become a 
general law in all the colonies, that thofe who take gr^ts of land, and do not plant thrtp n 
in a reafonable limited time, forfeit their right to thofe lands, and a new grant is 
out to fuch others as Ihall plant and improve them ; and if this grant be not immediately 
refumed fo far, and the trade laid open, and fome force be not fent to fecure oul^ 
fouthem plantations in the bay by the government, in cafe thwe fhould be a French 
war, we ihall fee the French immediately difpolTefs the company of all thrir iadoriesbut 
Churchill, and al^ thefe countries, and that trade, will be in poffeffion of the Froich. 

“ To the making fuch fettlements fome objections have been made by the firiends of 
the company, as the great difficulty of getting people to go to fettle and j^lant in fo cold 
a country, and the difficulty and danger attending the making fettlements higher op 
upon the rivers, and navigating them, as they are fo full of foils and nqsids, that can only 
be navigated by the natives in fmall canoes, made of birch bark,' which cannot conta^ 
t^ve two men widt any cargo ; and in thefe they are often ovetfet, and aife 19 frrilji 
danger bdng^drgwnedy and of fpoifoig dieir goods, that they are often obligS^ 
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carry their canoes and cargo from place to place, which obftrufts greatly and delays the 
navigation ; and that fcarce five men out of one hundred* and twenty, which the coin* 
pany now have in the bay, will venture themfelves in, or can condud fuch canoes, with- 
out imndnentf danger of being drowned, and confequently thefe hardfliips and diffi- 
culties will cbunter-balance the profit to be made of fettling higher up in the country, 
upon the rivers, in pleafanter and warmer climates. 

*‘To this I anfwer, tharby the accounts already given here of thefe climates and 
countries, by impartial perfons, who do dot want to difguife the truth, it appears that 
the cold is tolerable, even at thefe difadvantageous fettlements at prelent in the bay ; 
and that upon palling only five or fix leagues up the rivers into the country, the climate 
is fo altered, as to be equal to thofe of the fame latitudes in Europe ; and that thefe 
prodigious accounts of the effefls of cold, are calculated only to ferve the company, in 
order to prevent people from going there to fettle, and encroach upon the company’s 
monopoly of trade. And to the ffifficulty they make about navigating thefe rivers in 
thofe fmall canoes, and the fmall number employed by the company, who will venture 
in them, or can conduft them, I anfwer, that their fervants being at prefent no gainers 
by trade, will not endeavour to learn to navigate thefe canoes, where there is any rilk, 
and care necelTary to prevent the danger. Belides, the company allows them no rime 
to learn, by confining them to their factories, whilft the Indian trade continues, and the 
navigation is open ; and at other fimes keeps them employed in cutting wood for firing, 
bringing it home, Ihooting, filhing, and digging in their gardens, to fupply themfelves 
with provifions, to leffen the company’s expence, fo that they are allowed no rime to 
learn to navigate thefe boats, or to go up the rivers to obferve the foil and climate, or 
what improvements might be made in the country. But if they were mailers of their 
own time, and coultT advance their wealth by trade, and found a confiderable profit to 
arife to them by their dexterity in managing thefe canoes, and the great pleafure and 
fatisfeClion they would have by living in a fine climate among thefe lakes and rivers, 
they would be as enterprizing and dexterous as the Cureur de Bois, and be as able to 
navigate mnong thefe water-rails, as the French. Neither is it impracticable to prevent 
even thofe canoes from overfetting, by outlagers or blown bladders i^xed to their fides, 
or other kind of boats may be ufed, fuch as are made at Torneo in Sweden, upon the 
rivers felling into the Bothnic Gulph, and Laplanders mi^ht be prevailed upon to go 
there to teach them how to make and manage thefe bb'als, and train up rein-deer to 
draw in fledges in winter, and al*b to ufe Lapland Ihoes, which are better than thofe 
ufed in America. 


** If the trade was once made free, the profit made upon it would induce many to 
go and fettle upon thofe rivers, when not only horfes and other conveniences would be 
bad near the water-fells, toalfill the land carriage in furamer, but alfo horfes and rein- 
deer to draw their fledges in winter, as in Ruffia, which is almoft as cheap a carriage 
as by water, when the proper roads are made through the woods, fo that objeClion mull 
ie of no force to prevent our opening the trade, and fettling thefe countries. But fup- 
pofing the worll, that we could not manage thefe canoes, that could not prevent our 
jj ftrlmg to advantage upon thefe rivers and lakes above the fells, for the natives might 
be our carriers, in navigating thofe dangerous places, and taking our goods from 
one fettlement to another, whillj: we Ihould be employed in navigation and trade among 
* and rivers where there are no fells, in larger veflels, and pulh oiir commerce 

hiipra into better climates and richer foils, and put the natives upon improvements 
by rivilisdng anjjl inftruCdng tbemin buHdmg convenient houib, and aflbeiating 
8* in 
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in towns, making gardes, and tilling their lands.; proving them with horfes wd 
tame cattle, and fowl, for their ufe, and proper tools which our trade would furnilh 
them with. ^ ' 

<< j^other objedion is, that it is a dil&cult and dangerous navigadon into the bay, 
and the trade is not worth the rifk. To this I anfwer, that the navigation is not fo 
dangerous as it is apprehended to be, but appears to be more fo by the infinuations and 
report of the company and their friends, who gave it out in order to deter odiers from 
venturing and interfering in their trade, and for that reafon they oblige their captains, 
under a penalty, not to publiih any charts of the bay and freight. Captain Middleton, 
who was in their fervice, made above twenty voyages to different parts of the bay, and 
never loft a Ihip, nor had any accident in thefe voyages ; nor have I heard that the 
company, in about twenty-three years, have loft any fliips in that trade, but two, and 
the men and cargo were fayed by Captain Middleton. Where captains are careful in 
the ice, there is not much Hanger ; it is of great advantage to them that there is no 
night at that feafon they enter the bay, where the quantity of ice is greateft ; and when 
they return in September, or even in Oftober, all the ice is in a manner diilblved or 
paffed out of the ftreight into the ocean, and none feen that can hinder their paflage. 

“ It is probable, that during the whole winter, from Oftober to March, there is no 
ice in the ftreight to obftruft their paffage into or out of the bay; for a fhip which 
chanced to be clofed up with ice in an inlet, by breaking of the ice got out, and 
came through the ice at Chriftmas, without finding any ice in the ftreight to prevent 
her paffage ; for the ice which is formed in bays and rivers, in winter, does not break 
up and get into the channel or ftreight until it begins to thaw upon the Ihorein March 
or April ; at which time it is carried by the winds and tide into the ftreight, and 
obftruds the paffage in May or June, until it is diffolved; yet, even then, good 
pilots know how to avoid it and get into the eddy-tide, out of the current ; where 
the ice is more open, and not drove together by the winds and current, as it is in 
the channel. But thefe difficulties would leffen every day, if the trade were opened 
and the voyages more frequent, by the great number of fliips, which would make 
many more experienced pilots. And as there is now a more accurate chart publiflied 
of the ftreight ahd bay, by Capt. Middleton, with the iflands, foundings, tides, and 
variation, the navigation will become lefs dangerous daily, and coves, and places of 
flielter for fliips, will be fMMid out, by the number of ftiips which Would then pafs, 
and be trading in thofe feas which are now unknown. I therefore apprehend, that 
the danger of the ice is more in imagination than reality, when care and judgment 
are employed ; for fliips are moftly inclofed in ice in calm weather and fogs, when 
the ice prevents the motion of the fea ; ftormy weather difperfes and breaks the ice, 
unlefs they get under the lee of a large ifland of ice ; and then they feften to it, and 
drive along with it, whilft the fmaller ice to leeward is drove from them by the wind, 
and the large iflands, being many fathoms deep in the water, come on ground before 
the fliips are in danger of being forced on fhore in (hallow water. 

” The greateft ‘danger and delay from the ice is in the entrance into the ftrdght ; for 
the firft forty leagues from thence the quantity is lefs, and they pafs on with Te& diffi- 
culty ; and after getdng into the bay, the north-weft fide is foe freeft from ice ; the 
bottom of foe bay is full of low fiat ice, wluch is all diffolved in foe latter aid of fum- 
mer. Upon the whole, except two ftiips, which were loft in King William*s reign, 
and a French fliip, after an engagement with our fliij^ when they attacked SortF^d^, 
1 have heard of none, excejit foe fliips already mentiohed, which have been Idlt yme 
voyage. The two flups wl^h went out wifo Barlow, in 171^, to find foe 
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contrary to the inclinations of the company, if they did not make the pafla^ 
wefl^robably, in the winter, furprifed by the natives, and were not loft in die ke ; fer 
theyiny, that the natives, in about latitude 63 degrees, where they fuppofe they ware 
loft, are Ihyer iince that time in trading with the company's floops j which they appre* 
hl^ to be from a confdoufnefs of guilt, fearing that if it were known they fliould ftill 
b^'put^ed for k. Since, therefore, the greateft danger from the ice, is in pafling 
the ftreight, and fo few accidents have happened in fo many years, the navigation, I 
think, cannot be called dangerous, though it has been fo apprehended, and not equal 
to the wliale-fiihers, who go annually to Spitiberg and Davis’s Streights to latitudes 78 
and 80 degreesj without any objeftion to that navigation, either by the Dutch, Hara- 
hurghers, Danes, Bifeayners, or Englilh.” 

tie concludes from thence, that the opening the trade and fettling in the bay, would 
prove a great benefit to, and great improvement of, our tr^de, which might be vaftly 
increafed, as well in refpeft to furs as to mines, and die whale-filhery ; all which 
might be carried on with the afliftance of the Indians, ano \ <n!d turn to a very high 
profit, even fuppofing that no paflage lO the north-well IR' 'v Id ever be found ; but 
mould future experience demonftmte that this gentleman ’h notions are, in this r^fpect, 
well founded, and this long fought for pall'age fliould actually be dilcovered, it would 
then certainly follow that this country, fo little known and lo mutli defpifed till very 
lately, would become of more confequence to \' , than alinoft any colony in America. 
Here let me take the liberty of ( bferving what hitherto, as far « s I know, has never 
yet been confidered ; that if fuch a pall'age to the nonh-weft Ihould be dilcovered 
before thele countr'es are tolerably pi.uucd, the French would have a fair opportunity 
of fupplanting us in the advantages expetted f’ om that important attempt ; and perhapy 
we ihould then be' forced to fi,^ht for the poiTellion of countries that are now thought 
not worth the having. 

It may lifcewife deferve fome thought, whether it be not better to attempt fuch fet- 
tlements without lofs of 'ime, as muft at all events be highly ufeful and ferviceable to 
this nation, by dividing the French fettlements in Canada, and on the Mifliflippi, from 
each other, than to wait till the importance of fuch fettlements ihall appear in fo glaring 
a light, as they muft immediately do if fuch a palTage ihould be difeovered j for we 
ought to remember, from the famous inftance of our being difappointed in our detign 
C^ettling the iflands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent, that iH» a very difiicult matter, in a 
time of full peace, for us to acquire any advantage in point of commerce, at the 
expoibe of the French, who, in fuch a cafe, would not fail to take the fame vigorous 
meafures that they did in the cafe before mentioned. I have taken the more pains to 
plitce tills matter in a fiiir and true light, becaufe I am perfuaded this is the time in 
which only it can be confidered to advantage ; for if the cafe now in view (I mean, the 
tiifeovery of a north- weft palTage) ihould ever come, as I am convinced, fooner or later 
It wiQ come to be the cafe in IzSt, tl. free of aiFairs will be quite changed, and this 
11^ TOut> to thr South Seas and Eail Lidies will produce fuch an alteration in the whole 
Ijcmmercial fyftem of Eur* <pc, that things will be feen to be then of the utmoft confe- 
ibil^ce, which at '•efent moil people look upon as dreams and vifions, notwithilanding 
^ late fanftion given them by the wifdom of the parliament. 

''‘"Jfeit it becomes a prudent and fenfible people, and above all, it imports a maritime 
to confider things m time, and while what is propofed for their betiefit is eaiy, 
(if M fe^fira^ticable ; and not to ddf^ and del^ things till from being troublefome 
they come to be abfolutil^ impoilible.' We know what iharp and cutting 
remtbrl^ have beeti made bn the meaniljtis of KLihg liuftes’s fpirit, in fuftering the Dutch 
‘ ' to 
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lt> deifpdB as of ^ li>fce trtde; 'iira cannot but remember the fevere refledfetj J 
Qaeen kiltdftiify, for not fecuring to us Cape Breton, and therefore 

be taSfti^s of &Uing a third time into the feme miftake, and of running the h- . vM|| 
maldng a gr^ cfifcov^, fudh as all the world allolvs that of the north-wefi 
would be, tathfer fot other people's benefit than our own, fince it muft pafs for 
der, greater than ever was made by our anceftors, and would render uS^ ”' 
ridiculous in the eyes of lateft poftenty. ^ ” 

12, iTie method we have taken in defcribing the acquifitidns of our ly- i 
lica, leads us next to fpeak of the noble country of Penfylvania j the 'G *6 
and one of the mod flourilhing of our colonies on the continent of V 
We have before mentioned Admiral Penn, who in conjundHort wittb 
conquered the ifland of Jamaica for this nation ; he became aftertKi**! 

Penn, and ftood in as higb a degree of credit w ith King Charles IT. 

Duke of York, as any feaman of bat time, as indeed he very we^ 
abilities fuperior 'o he l;ad as great modofty as any man, ;ma 

occafions, to ferve his our.i ry in any ftat'on that was found p^| 
excellent difpofitiou of mind tha' I'ecured him from (ianger 
recommended him to preft.men under another; for wl'.cn the 'll ^ 
to take the command of the Englifh Hcet upon himfelf in the i 
Adniiral, he made choice of Sir William Penn as the mod d 
capable oiBcer to ferve under him. ,vhich he did \viih equ^- , 

Highnefs, and credit to him,'' If; edablidiing thereby fuc!®|^^, 
laded during his life, and proved no lefs ufeful to his • 

But Sir William Penn did not long enjoy his high ft 
oountry where he was born, w as buried in Hedclift'chur . {ft wl 
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of his fervices, had a promife of the grant of this couiij: 

Sir William had a kinl'man who was one of the firft pi f ' d is, 

doub'tlefs, from him that he had exact and particular that 

in this c6v '-riei’rif.;c.r But- young 


might be made of lands and fettlenieuts 
Mr. Penn did not for fogie years apply himfelf ftrerj||ti}i 
till at laft finding his friends, the Quakers, w'cre 
courts, he refolved to put himfelf at the head q 
remove to this country, of wliich he obtained tltj 
He gave it the nanje of Penfylvania fome tinr^|^ 
and fo It is called in the original patent, beari^ 
tained all that trad oi land in America, ^yitb. t| 
beginning of the 40th degree of north latitu^ 
from twelve Englifh miles above Newcaft!,*^ 
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the fide of Delawar river." So that it ^ 

•and the eaftem fea; on the north by , 
fufts a great way above the Jerfeys ; 
of Suf^uahainaugh and Delawar riw -• -i-— * ■ 

<hat rivdr running through it about 
bounded by Maryland, and reachinj 
lope, near the inouth of the bay, 
narrow sdl ^oiig, being muci 
bounifc and extent we h; 
having afterwiu'ds obtained part 


the country in the firft gram, 3 
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iuo three upper '«zi4 three lower coua^; the three upper cm^e^l* BadEiSgltihuy 
“idetohi(|»t|[)d Cheller, wre the Penfylvania, fo called in King CMe^'s graiitii» 
^ " prcouudjBey;iJev»caftle, Kent, andiW^T«»taI(wnoalorlfe<uBel^r 
>of K«w York. The upper comi^>mA*t MatcueHooh* four imlee 
S^Ttwmi the lower run along the mllft tm hundred a«d vmi»f milea, 
Ujlw decp^owarda Maryland. Ttmeihe whole pnovince of Pei^lvaniat 
Townlhip, to twenty miles below Hanlope or CapeWilliamtisia length 
and diirty miles, and in breadth two hundred. The river Delawar, 
h^w the Falls, for a good Icttgth, is called theFre&es, and near the mouth 
very fertile and profitable. * 

.nr. ^ ^ he invited feveral perfons to wrchafe lands 

did not fatisfy himfelf with the title granted him by Charles the Ild. 
alfo bought the land of the Indians. The Swedes, who had 
Dutch, the firft planters here, as well as at New York, fettled 
es of Delawar. The Fins, or inhabitants of Fidand, pait of 
applied themfelves chiefly to huibandry. The king of Sweden 
■e, who had often difputes with the governor that prefidcd over 
jfeuteinnpplied themfelves moftly to trafiic, living upon, or near, the 
neij^bourhood of New York. The Dutch alfo were too powerful 
’* I, finding they could not maintain their ground, fubmitted to their 
Accordingly John Rifcing, the Swedift governor, made a formal 
itry (to Peter Styerlont, governor lor the States Genetsd, after 
‘nued fubjeQ to their Republic till theEnglilh drove the Dutch 
«r New York, which made the polfeffion of thofe territories 
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here before Mr. Penn fent ovar the firll adventurers under 
placed, as governor. Colonel William Markham, his neydiew. 
Swedes fubmitted. Thofe that went over, were generally 
: liverpooi, and eipecially Briftol, for the weft of England 
Ipore than other counties ; they fliipgped themfelves at Briftol 
Mr. Thomas Gouldney, and Mr. Duddleftone, two 
ajbpUit this time fitted out the Unicorn, a Ihip of three 
putting into Start,'Took in a great many from 
' ' ip'dnfty thoufand acres of his prr^rty to Mr. James 

’«Phl% Ford, and others, who formed a cmnpany, 
'a^xtet, Ik out for them in Philadelphia, with four hun» 
They lei up a tannery, a faw mill, a glafe 
p fuppofe, they never made any great profit, 

fete tbefe ; Buyers purchafed after the rate of 

>, ilt||Im-he put four hundred pounds in his pocket 
‘ it out^ofilfer the grant and experiments 
t was twelve pounds ibr every hundred 
aimers were not fo well ufed, for 
twenty thouilmd acres wbkh he 
him one thouland pounds O'year. 
that I have been crediWy JafonAod k 
' dlfiantfraim Philaddphia; andilhat 
places at mtstte a pound an 
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tin* provincCj next to tlist of Phil3.delphi2ij i^nd hiis 3,n iron mine in tlie neighbourhood 
of it. The town of Apoquin-mink lies upon the river Delawar, fouth of Newcaftle, 

J is N . 

of trade.:^:!; ' 

I l-e iuT hei^ ^ fall ■fccgin*‘)6^e: about-^^hc ,S'0®J'9f OStober/ 

anil lads ,i^d are' ■' 

frecjii.'iit i moft are fucb -the air is dry. 3if^,^l|u!dgry ; 

the river .'^3aae^ibaea-..fr overi ha The 

i]>nn;» Ians from inconfbmt iljl^^ the 

othvT feafons, which it ifeiie^lly The heats ar^ iit 

liu* III miner months,. ;jrnly.^ Septen^^ but alleviated brSexe^, 

\vli:ch make AeULv^fy, tolerabli^^ The, wind is fb^th^weli: during fuint^fer, but t^ene- 
rally iioitb--iwJiie,riy 5 vij^^ winter ; which blowing from the ftofty and fnowy 

m(M )iitnIrw>,a^ l^kejr or the l erii4t (Satiadenns^ is, doubileJs, a main reafon of the ex- 
evi ivt' cold here'in winder;. The this tract of laud is in Amic places a yellow and 
i)Lu k. hind, andin Others a grayel, in others a fat earth, like the vales in England; 

< fprcially by itsdafid brooks a^dr^vens, \y the lands in this countiV are moftly three 
ti) one licher^htoLAofe tb^, ho by navigable rivers. There is alfo loiind a black hazle 
rundci, ona bottom* is fruitful, fat, and cafy to be cleared, bccaufethe 

IOC' US oi the trcitislus aimoft bn diefurfe of the ground. Sonie allow'ance inuft be made 
hn iVIr. Penn s property in the tempting defenption he gives us of the country. We 
l*;v/e Jain enough ^ and fliewn how commodious they are 

for navigation and am^ng other waters Mr. Penn mentions mineral 

WiiU f.'. ; tnefe fprings4ji^,abpi^ J^les. from Philadelphia, at a happy diftance from 

\v.ii..i-<irinkers, bjUt'^fejnuaithesr of fliein fince that, leifened extremely, and we need 
rioi iufdl on their vktiiew':;'.'' -. 

i h^^e are trees of aimoft air fo white,, and black afii, beech, Spanifli 

cheliiUit., cedar, Yalb^uts, i^prefi^ fwamj); the mofi durable of all are poplar,, 
g;unuvood, hickery,4Vpi^; aiid asfor flirufas, fnakeroot, fiufaparifla, falop, fpruce, and 
cranberm^s j wheat, bw pe*.6, beans. Water melons, nuifmelons, apples, 

j>< o s, cherries, apijsgj^^ ^j^iots, ttitmps, pai&ips, onions, cucumbers, quinces, &c. 
ar; in great com, hemp, flax, &c. It is common for one 
bv. fin 1 oi com ,!b^ bemto often fifty, and i^ethnes lixty bufliels. One 

]Vj I I’.dw^^d <rfEfign(h bwley tWenty, llfcalks and cars of that 

corn, in ^ ^ living creatures fttere are for food 

and racKXMnis, {teiivcr ; plenty of oxen, 

rnu/<:. 'i ,• y 


and trade. ii|i(^ 
cows, andj^dn 
in a ilock, 
fine 
clouds 

ii urgconSj'.j^M 


to liave foiw or five hundred 
here are very 

Hwfeiyftftlfitidi,; partridges, 






The filh here are 
^iptoabundance in Dela- 
mulcles. There 
l^r^rth our particular 



It.,- and whwO.': there 
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totive, and the 
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<ljQakers iN^lSi^y followed Mr. Penn, from a country where they were perfecuted, to k 
«l»d of pksnfy and peace. But in time, and indeed in a liftle time, this argument ceafed, 
«od ped|lte^ refcwt^ thither as they did to the other colomte, upon the ordSnary mo- 
tw» of gtb and tr^e$ we majr, however, venture to afikt that Mr. Penn^i original 
eRwnra^ for fo the firft co^Httttion drawn by him was ftiled, had a very great influ- 
ence in procuring inhabitants, lince it mufl: be allowed there never was a more benefl- 
cent fcheme of government deviled by the wit of man. 

By degrees, BonWVer, this alfo has been fomewhat altered, not by the proprietor or 
thofe nfting under his authority, but at the defire and on the requefl; of the people, 
with refpeS to whom it may pombly be true, that fuch alterations, in procefs of time, 
might become neceflary. The fpuit, however, of Mr. Penn’s inftitution is ftill prc- 
forved, and the people here are as free, and as well, and as cheaply governed as in any 
part of the known world. A very ftrong proof of this maybe dbrawn from the greatcfl 
error in government that was ever committed there, which was laying a tax of fivelhillings 
n Imad upon all new comers ; which Ihews, that they were once in fome apprehcnfion 
of being over-fliocked ; but this law was very foon repealed, as it ought to be. At 
prefimt it would be a very difficult thing to pretend to compute the number of people 
in this flourilhing colony, but we may form lorae notion of it from the following in- 
ftance, which is vbry certain, viz. that the inhabitants of Philadelphia in 1740 were full 
fifteen thoufand. 

14. As to the commerce of Penfylvania with refpeft to Europe and America, the 
cafe, according' to the bolt accounts we have, ftands thus ; their merchandize confifts 
of horfes, pipe-ftaves, pork, beef and fifli, faited and barrelled up, Ikins and furs ; all 
forts of grain, viz. wheat, rye, peafe, oats, barley, buck-wheat, Indian com, Indian peafe 
and beans, pot-alhes, wax, &c. and in return for thefe, they import from the Caribbee 
lilands ai^ other places, rum, fugar, molofles, ^er, negroes, fait and wine ; and from 
Great Britain houlhold goods and cloathing of all kinds, hard-ware, tools and toys. 
They have alfo fome rice, but no great quantities, and a little tobacco of the worft 
fort. Th^ trade with the Indians confifts but in a few articles ; they receive of the 
natives chiefly Ikins and furs of their wild beads, for which they give them clothing, 
arms, ammunifion, rum, and other fpirits in return. This, as well as other northern 
colonies, alfo a clandeftine trade with the Spaniards u^on the coaft of Terra Firma, 
8ec. fornilhing^ them with European goods and merchandize, for which they receive 
chiefly dollars in return ; and they alio trade to the bays of Honduras and Campeachy 
for logwood, by connivance, as the Spaniards fay ; but the' fubjefis of Great Britain 
infill that they have a right to that trade, and as we have already Ihewilj that they do 
not infill upon this, without juft grounds, in the opinion of thofe who are the bell and 
propereft judges of that matter. But after all it mufl be admitted, that P^fylvania 
has no llaple commodity, which, however, is not juftly chat^ble upon the inhabitants 
©f this colony j who, notwith^nding this, have never Kt up any manufodures of 
dieir own. _ ^ - * 

Bm the point to be enquired into is, whether they might ndt have firch a llaple com- 
modity if they went about it themfelves induftrioufty, and received front hence proper 
encouragement ? It is a point out of difpute, that ho countary in dnf’vtorld fr more proper 
tium Fenfylvania for producing hemp (md flax ; uad r^peft to rfidfe; we ought 
finrioally to^confider, that there is nothing plainer than that henm and flax are fo ufeftd 
trade tha^we euiiik do VridiMft the^ il|e W for' cordl^ 'of all 
forti, ^' l i ltwH j r aaHi% wtfll a© tfah Maett itditlitatlrrai ^rfed on 

la thfo kiasdQdrvUrawmiity m m trader for tfcefe % put us 

upon 



upon all ima^ablc car^ how tq provide theni, that we may not M m^r th» 
lieceflity for them that we did in the year 1703 for pitch and tar, when the 
ment of h? let us have them for*our re^y money, otherwi|& 

than in Oup^gi jSo>^;thdir ^ company here, at 4 heir^j^ price, and’^only in fiw^ 

quantitiiffi as U^n that difappointi^ent, ihe government by aliowt- 

ing a conlider^re encouragement for carrying on tlv^!^ihanufai(aures of pitch and tar, 
had fufficient quantities from, our own plantations ; and it is grimly to be»iffi 64 the 
like encouragement was given for railing hemp and flax ; anj^ ad! £btlt!>^'Of maval 
llores may he ri^ed with fo many advantages to this kingdom, it would be wjaccount- 
able to leave; us dependent, and at an uncertdnty for them. It is very well known, that 
our land is too dw for hemp and flax, and what does grow here (though , it is tough, 
and makes ftrong linen) neither drelTes fo kindly, nor whitens fo well as ‘that which 
grows in hotter climates. . In Ruflia the belt hemp and flax grow in the fouthermott 
parts of the empire, where the fummer is hot and the air clear, and yet the flax is not 
accounted fo good as that which grows in Egypt or Italy. Egypt has always been 
efteemed for its linen, and even now fupplies Leghorn with large . quantities, and the 
coaft of Syria, Afia Minor, Smyrna, Conftantinople, and other great cities, have a fupply 
of hemp and flax from thence* 

All our colonies (which run twelve or fourteen hundred miles in length, all the way 
bordering upon the fea) have ^ery hot fuminers, the fouthermoft parts of them lie near 
the fame latitude with Egypt, and the north part much about the fame with Ancona 
or Bologna in Italy, where hemp and flax grow ; therefore, we have the greateft prof- 
peft to receive mighty fupplies of hemp and flax from them. Part of the land in the 
colonies is very rich, and of fo fmall value, there will be opportunity of breaking uji- 
frefh as often as there is occafion to change tlie ground, which if laid down will recover 
itfelf again without the charge of ma|||Bing, as we do here, to the very great damage 
of our ploughing lands. Nothing im^reriflies land more than hemp and flax j and' 
though it is manured, that alone will not do fo well, for the land ought to be changed' 
after three or four crops, and generally the fineft and fatteft pieces are converted to 
that ufe. Thofe ^reat conveniences of having land fo very cheap, and fo fine a 
climate, which we know produces excellent hemp and flax, fo commodioufly fituated 
along the fea coafts, with fuch numbers of large rivers running up tlie country to the- 
moft inland fettlements, whert* provifions may be raifed at fo fmall a charge, and where 
work may be done by the labour of flaves, almoft as cheap as in India, gives ground to 
hope, that we may raanufadure linen here cheaper than any part of Europe can import 
them upon us, and the colonies be as profitable to us, by raifing rough materials to carry 
on the linen manuiadure, as the Suflex and other downs are, for fupplying woof 
for that manufafture, the profits of which we have valued ourielves .fia muchupon„ 
that we have fist the reft oljlqrope upon being our competitors therein.. 

Now as the woollen mabttfafture, efpecially the coarfe part, has i^read' idelf c^ late 
into feveral parts of the Isiafflpli^,' which has exceeded the-, demand, and caufed gretrt 
flocks to renvain on hai^,;u &fe roi^h materials of hemp and flax were prepared in 
our plantations^ the people ia North Britain, &c.. would foon find the- advantage of 
falling Upon ,tl^t n^mo&^ure ; the laborious and coarfe part being performed abroad, 
the reft woul^invite j^L^nly the |K9<>r and neceffimus, but people of better circuin<^ 
ftances to emplpy tiieiz-j^^ If thefe propofirica^ ace fuffidaitly confidered, and 
heartily put |a .pr<bi<^r tlie|^efeid 

we fhall hax«^4>f of fmng tca^^ the filk and 

manufaduM^ are profii^ble to tiiofe 
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as the woollen is to us ; and as we increafe in our linen manufadures, thofe of Silefia 
and all the hereditary countries of the Houfe of Aullria^ whence we take fuch quan- 
tities, mull abate of courfe ; their people alfo will refort to us, and help to carry them 
on ; for it has always been obferved, where new manufaftures are fet up, the manu- 
fafturers will likewife remove. This was the cafe with the Flemings when Queen 
Elizabeth gave fuch great encouragement to have the woollen manufaflure remove 
hither } and ours, when we had that inundation of China and India wrought filks, our 
weavers went to Holland, Flanders, France, &c. fo that feveral ftreets in Spittlefields 
were almoll defolate ; but when thefe filks were prohibited, the manufadurers re- 
turned again. 

It is fuppofed the Ruffians exported to England, and all other parts, in hemp and 
flax, above the value of a million a year. If hemp and flax be io valuable a produft 
for merchandize with them, there feems to be a much grcjiter profpetl of its being fo 
■ to ourfelves, by raifing them in our plantations, becaufe they will not be fubjeft to any 
land carriage, but ffiipped immediately from the place of growth ; becaufe land is much 
cheaper in our plantations than in the fouth parts of Rullia. 'J’he climate, being equal 
with that in Egypt and Italy, is fuppofed to produce hemp and flax preferable to theirs. 
We have before fhewn, that in the cafes of fugar and tobacco, every white man em- 
ploys four at home, that is to fay, finds them work to fupply him with utenfils requifite 
for his. If fugar and tobacco employ fuch a number of hands at home, certainly every 
perfon employed in the plantations, in raifing and dreffing hemp and flax, mull by his 
labour there, return more than twice the advantage that can be produced by fugar and 
tobacco, for they are manufaftured in the plantations ; the refining the fugar and cutting 
the tobacco, with the little quantity that is rolled excepted. Whereas flax and hemp are 
materials for employing all idle hands ; and of confequence the poors rate will foon be 
abated, and the nation will find in a little tim^rhat they fave yearly thereby, will be 
more than fufficient to encourage the people l!Pbegin that employment. And if once 
we come to be employed vith hemp and flax by the aforefaid methods, every place 
will be filled with flax-dreflers, and the overfeers of the poor of every parifli where the 
wool-fpinning trade is not carried on, may very eafily come at hemp and flax, which 
they will find as profitable to them as the woollen is to the other ; and the more diftant 
the employment is, the better ; for many inconveniences have attended one manufac- 
ture interfering with another ; befides there will be an fntercourfe of trade created, by 
one part of the kingdom fupplying the other with their diflindl manufiidures. This 
will give full employment to the whole kingdom, and an univerfal cheerfulnefs to every 
body ; for the poor are never happier, nor their minds eafier, than when they have 
full employment j and when they are employed, riches is diffufed throughout the 
whole nation. 

It is a common opinion, that we have above a million of people in the three nations 
deftitute of work ; but if thofe rough materials (fo often mentioned in tliis difeourfe) 
fhould come to be raifed in our plantations, there need Dot be one idle perfon ; now, 
fuppofe one million of people were put upon manufa£luringi|||ofe rough materials, and 
each perfon earned but one penny a day, and allowing but thrte hundred working days 
in th6|r^, it would amount to one million two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds ; 
a pttc^igious advantage to the nation, which is ftill greatly heightened by confidering 
t|i^ thme people would be then employed, at leaft in part, and fo far as they were 
be the better fubje&s. That all this might be brought about with 
trattble than has been given the nation by one Baltic or Mediterranean expedition, 
'^d at the tenth part*of the expence of a campaign in Flanders, is a thing will be ac- 
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knowleJged by all who are capable of judging of this fubjcfl j and therefore that it 
.ought to be done, is a point {hat cannot be difputed. I would not iniflead my reader 
by the comparifon, into a bad opinion of fuch expeditions or campaigns ; that is not my 
bufinefs or my intention ; the juftice of my comparifon turns upon this, that the motives 
to fuch expeditions and campaigns are, comparatively fpei&ng, near and at hand 
whereas we are 4efs acquainted, or at leaft lefs affefted by the cormedion between our 
interefts and thofe of the plantations ; though, from what has been faid, I think it will 
plainly appear, that they concern us as much and as nearly, as any interefts can do with- 
out the limits of our own ifland. 

1 5 . But it is now time to bring this chapter to a clofe, and after having given the 
reader, from the beft authorities I could find, as clear an account as I was capable of 
giving of thefe noble fettlements, I come next to add a few general remarks, not upon 
this or that plantation, but upon the whole body of our American fettlements taken 
together. We have fliewn how the outlines were drawn, fo early as in the reigns of 
King Henry VII, and flenry VIII. We have taken notice of the fchemes and prepar- 
ations that were made for fettling the countries we had a title to in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. We have given an account how far thefe were carried into execution in 
the fucceeding reigns. And in this chapter we have plainly exhibited the manner in 
which this laft plan was fully accomplilhed. By this means the r^jader fees that the 
difeoveries of the Cabots, though treated by fome unlkilful writers as trifling things, and 
matters of no great moment, were in reality the grounds of our preteufious, now con- 
verted into the a£lual pofi'cflion of that vaft tra£l of country from the northern coaft 
of Hudfoii’s Streights, down to the fouthern limits of tlie new colony of Georgia, or 
of the old colony of Carolina ; for the limits are the fame. As for the iflands, 1 take 
the fettlement of them to have been occafioned by the old route to Florida, which has 
been fo much ridiculed; but which, notwithftanding, fceins to have been the true 
fource of our acquifitions in the LeJkard Iflands. Jamaica is ours by conqueft, and 
W'hich is anotlicr circumllance worth remembering, became fo in a great meafure by a 
force raifed in our plantations. Whether it be our intereft to think of making fuch 
expeditions for the future, I lliall not determine ; but care ought furely to be firft taken 
of the colonies we have ; which it never can be till the importance of our plantations 
in general is thoroughly underftood by the bulk of this nation. I'his is the point 
1 have principally laboured ai this work, and 1 fiiall clofe all I have to fay with the 
conlideration of three points ; which I hope will make the matter plahi to every 
underftanding. 

The firft of thefe points is, * W'hat the condition of this country was before we had 
any plantations ?’ In regard to this, I ihhik I may fafely affirm that it was very low and 
defpicable. In the vidorious reign of Edward the llld. there w as a bakmce of trade 
ftruck, and delivered into the exchequer, by which it appeared that the exports of one 
year exceeded the imports by two hundred and lifty-five thoufand two hundred and 
fourteen pounds thirteen {hillings and eight-pence, which for that time was a great deal. 
At the time Queen Ettiabcth entered upon the government, the cuftoms produced 
thirty-fix thoufand poSds a year ; at the Reftoration they were le^ to farm for four 
hundred thoufand pounds ; and produced confiderably above double that fum before 
the Revolution. The people of London, before we had any plantations, and^ut very 
little tradd, were computed at about one hundred thoufand j at the death of Queen 
Elizabeth they were increafed to one hundred and fifty thoufand, and are upw about 
fix times tliat numben. In thole days we had not only our naval ftores, but our’ (bjps 
from our neighbours. Qermany fumilhed us with all tilings ipade of metal, even to 
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Mails ; wine, paper, linen, and a thoufand other things came from France. Portugal 
furnifiied us with fugars ; all the produce of America w:\s poured into us from Spain j 
and the. Venetians and Geuoefe retailed to us the commodities of the Eafl; Indies at 
their own price. In Iliort, the legal intcrcft of money was twelve per cent, and the 
common price of our lands ten or twelve years purchafe. We may add, that our 
manufaftures were few, and thofe but inditferent ; the number of Englifli merchants 
very fmall, and our fhipping much inferior to what now belongs to the northern 
colonies. Thefe are plain and certain fafis; but as foon as we began to extend 
our trade, and to make fettlements abroad, the face of our afliiirs changed ; the 
inhabitants of the City of London were doubled by the end of the lalt period, 
and were again doubled before the end of thisj our (hipping encrcafed in a Hill 
greater proportion ; we coined within twenty years after that queen’s death about five 
millions at the tower, in twenty years after tluit feven, and in the next twenty years 
eight, which are indubitable proofs that we had gained a prodigious balance of trade 
in our favour. 

The next point I lliall confider is, ‘ What our condition lias been fince ?’ and, wirh 
refpeft to this, I may boldly affirm that it has altered I'or the better, almoll to a ilegree 
beyond credibility or computation. Our manufactures are protligioufly increaft'd, 
chiefly by the demand for them in the plantations, where they at lead take ofl’ one hull , 
andfurnilh us with many valuable commodities for exportation. Inllead of taking the 
quantities we were wont to do of goods from other nations, we adually export thole 
very goods, and fonietimes to the very fame nations ; fugar, rum and tobacco, arc the 
fources of private wealth and public revenue, which would have been fo many drains, 
that would have beggared us, had they not been raifed in our plantations. It is no longer 
in the power of the Ruffians to make us pay what they pleafe for flax and hemp, 'i’he 
Swedes cannot compel us to pay their own price, and that too in ready money, for 
pitch and tar, nor would it be in their power to dillrefs us, fhould they attempt it by 
raifmg the price of copper and iron. Logwood is funk feventy-five per cent. ; indigo, 
and other dyeing materials, are in our power, and at moderate prices. In Ihort, the 
advantages are infinite that redound to us from our American empire, where we have, 
at lead, a million of Britifli fubjedts, and between fifteen hundred and two thoufand 
fail of fhips conftantly employed. Such have been the fruits, fuch is the condition of 
our plantations, and let any man doubt of the benefits refulting from them to this 
nation if he can ; or when he .’ elledls on the numbers iruiintaincd here by their in- 
duftry, and even by their luxurjr^ let him deny or envy their wealth if it is in his 
power. 

When our plantations were in their infancy, they were feme burthen and charge 
to this nation, and then it was that fi)ine wife and public-fpirited jicrfons took upon 
them to become advocates for a thing which they forefaw would prove highly ulclul 
and advantageous. I have read many of their difeourfes with great pleafure, becaufe I 
confidered them as written with a kind of prophetic fpirit, in which jheir authors have 
exhibited to the eye of the ages in which they wrote, a ver||j||||talt picture of what has 
paffed in fucceeding times j but with this remai'kable circumlSRe, that though feveral 
of them j^ere men as remarkable for bold flights of imagination, as for penetration and 
judgmem, yet in this cafe they have not reached the truth ; the prefent ftate of the 
plantations exceeding vaftly all that they promifed, or even hoped from *them ; the 
reafon of v|iich I conceive to be their framing conjetiures from the ftate the nation 
w|s dlSn ^ and our trade was at that time fo inconfiderable in comparifon of what it 
is at prefent) tkitt I . think there is no wonder the writers who fiouriftied in thofe 
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days Ihould fall fo much fhort in their expeftations from our fettlements in America. 
But, perhaps, it may be objefted, that though they did not forefee many things ' 
that have fince fellen out in thofe parts of the world, yet it is Tery evident that they 
believed many advantages would arife from thofe colonies that have never yet 
come to pafs; which leads me to the third point I prppofe to mention in thefe 
remarks. 

This third point is, ‘ The improvements and additional benefits that may be ftill made 
in, and accrue from our plantations.’ We ought, in this refpeft, to confider of what a 
vaft extent that country is, which we aftually polTefs in the new world, to which I will 
be bold to fay this ifland does not bear a greater proportion than the county of Norfolk, 
to the whole kingdom of England ; whence we may eafily conceive what room there is 
for making new improvements in fuch a vaft traft of country. It is, indeed true, that 
fome of our fettlemehts^ on the continent, fuch as New England, New York, 
Penfylvania, Maryland and Virginia, are already tolerably well peopled ; but then Nova 
Scotia is fcarce fettled. New Britain is a vaft couiitry, and capable of being turned to 
our advantage ; is fo far from being fettled, that it is fcarce known to us ; and the 
fume thing may be faid of all the country bordering upon Hudlpn’s Bay. As to the 
fouthern colonics, by which I mean the two Carolina’s and Georgia, they are very 
thinly peopled, and very little improved, though beyond all comparifon the moll: 
valuable poflellions we have in thofe j)arts. In regard to the iflands of Bermudas 
and Barbadoes, they are thoroughly peopled, and inoft of the Leeward Iflands 
tolerably inhabited ; but then there are fcvcral illands to which we have as clear and as 
good a title, as to any of thefe, that are not fettled at all, though from the nature of 
their climate, foil, and fituation, they are not inferior to any, but on the contrary, 
fupcrior to molt of thofe of which we are pofl'elTed, as will be Iiereafter Ihewnu The 
noI)le ifland of Jamaica, which of itfelf might ferve to inrich any country to which it 
belonged, is not a third part cultivated, fo that there is every where room for us to 
exert our induftry, for the honour and advantage of the Britifli nation ; which as it has 
already drawn fuch immenfe profits from its fettlements in .America, fo beyond all 
qucftion we may ftill draw much greater, if we proceed with tac fume fpirit and 
vigour that our anceftors did, having much more power in our hands, much fairer 
opportunities than they had, befides the light and authority of experience, to guide, 
encourage, and lupport us. •' 

la order to this, and that we may a£lually add thefe advantages in profpeQ; 
to thofe which we at prefont pofl'efs, the fteps. Ipeceftary to be taken fall under 
the two following heads : the firll is, improving fuch of our colonics as are 
already well fettled ; and the next, providing for the thorough planting fuch as 
are at prefcnt but very indifferently, or fcarce at all peopled. It would require a 
large tieatife to expatiate fully on thefe heads, and therclbre I lhall content myfelf 
with only a few hints as to each of them. In rclpefl to the firft, I cannot conceive that 
any thing would jpe iqm&advantageous than providing every colony with fome ftaple 
commodity, which w|||^B|bfallibly produce the following defirable confequences ; it 
would make the inhJHnts of thofe colonies perfeSly eafy, and at the fame time it 
would vaftly inrich us. As for Virginia and Maryland, they are poffeffqi^ of the 
tobacco trade, in which, if any eafe, encouragement, or advantage can be granted them, 
they moft'certainly deferve it ; but with refpeft to New England, Penfylvania, New 
York, and the Jerfeys, ways and means might be found to increafe theil- commerce 
with England direftly, by promoting their inclinations to furnifh us with all kinds cf 
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naval {lores, and with iron. There was, as to pitch and tar, a cOnfldcrable bounty 
given^ and it is very remarkable fur many years this produced no elFeft, which mi^ht 
poUibly countenance an opinion, that the friends to the plantations were too fanguine 
in their nptions on this head ; but experience afterwards Ihewed the contrary. For 
the circumftances of the public making it neceflarV to try how far this might be 
prafticable, it very foon appeared that the thing could be eafily done j and upon 
fending over perfons well acquainted with the methods of making pitch and tar, the 
people in the colonies foon fell into it, and fuch quantities were imported, as not 
only fupplied our wants, but enabled us all'o to fupply thofe of our neighbours ; 
and then upon a fuppofition that the trade was eficftually eftabliflied, the bounty 
wrus difeontinued. The confequence of this was, that the importation of thefe com- 
modities from RulTia, Sweden and Norway, was revived; for the people of thofe 
countries building large bulky fiiips, peculiarly proper for tranfporting thofe com. 
modities, by navigating thefe fliips cheaper than we can do ours, are thereby alile 
to , underfell our countrymen in the colonies, by three or four {hillings in a barrel ; 
fo that to keep this trade there grew a necellity of granting a new bounty up(jn 
pitch and tar from America, or laying a new duty upon what was imported from 
the north. 

We may fay the«fame thing with regard to iron, of which, at prefent, we import 
very near double as much from Sweden as is fold to all the reft of Europe, for which 
we pay inoftly in ready money ; and yet no ogieftion can be made of its being very 
prafticable to bring the beft part of rl’.e iron we want from our plantations, which has 
been hitherto prevented by notions fo frivolous, that I do nut care tef mention them. 
Hemp and flax have been fufficieiitly infifted upon already, and to thefe we may add 
pot-afiics ; fo that the reader will eafdy difeern, that there is no difficulty at all in 
the way of enabling the northern c(d<.)nies to pay us for our manufaftures, and 
prevent their fetting up manufactures themfelves, but our fetting heartily about 
it. The fame thoughts may, in a great meafurc, ferve fen- our fouthern colonics, 
in which tar may certainly be made as good as any in the w'orld ; but then there 
arc other things peculiar to thofe colonies, fuch as the planting coffee, tea, cocoa, 
indigo, and the fhrub that produces cochineal ; but above all, we ought to think 
of filk, for reafons that {hall be given w hen we come to treat of the colony of 
Cfeorgia; at prefent wc lliall only i'av, that there is riiis gi-eat and extraordinary 
convenicncy attetids the cultivation ot the lull mentioned commodity, that as it is 
proper for the fame foil and clpyile, as hemp and flax, lb they may be both carried 
on together; the filk harveft, as they call it, being over before hemj) and flax 
are ripe. 

As to the fugar iflands, though they have already a ftaple commodity of very great 
value, yet this fhould not hinder us from confidcring how that commodity may be 
Hill rendered more ufeful, I mean to the planters and to us ; and how far other things 
are capable in the fame countries of being improved. It^ras tl\e opinion of Sir 
Jofiah Child (and I think the fubjecl well confidered, it is n||||H|||y to produce a better 
opinion) that fugar may be as much made the commodity otBhs nation, as the gold 
and {liver of Peru and Mexico are the peculiar treafures of Spain. The reafons he 
gives are very ftrong, but it is very certain that we have not fallen upon the right 
method of biding his doftrine into praftice ; fince inftead of exporting 6ne half of 
the fu^ar l^ifiring home, as we formerly did, we do not now export above a fixth, 
iftd this i|Ot fifom falling off of the demand, but becaufe new markets have been found, 
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at which foreigners can buy cheaper. To alter this all heads lliould be fet to work, 
and all arts tried ; and till thefe fucceed, it may not be amifs that the inhabitai^ of 
the fugar colonies would try to bring foine other goods to market. 

Thus much for the firft head, now for the fecond : — it has been computed, by fome, 
that there is a million and a half of white people in our plantations, which computation 
lias been judged by others fomewhat of the higheft ; perhaps it may be fo, but without 
all doubt itwould be our intereft to have two millions of white people there; nor do I think 
that there is any reafon to fear that this would either drain the Britilh dominions, or at 
all endanger the dependancy of the colonies. I am, on the contrary, very firmly per- 
fuaded, that the increafe of people in the colonies, as it would certainly increafe our trade, 
fo it muft neceffarily increafe the number of our people at home ; and that the metlfOds 
proper to be taken for the better peopling our colonies, and improving them, would 
infallibly render them more dependant. 

But to come clofely to the point, and Ihew how this may be done. Give me leave 
to obferve, that thougli the general propofition that the number of the people is the 
riches of a country, be true, yet it is true only of indultrious and ufeful people ; and it is 
in this fenfe, that the number of the people in Holland is quoted as an example ; fothat 
if there be in any country numbers of people ulelefs, they tu'e fo far from contributing 
to the wealth ,of that country, that they are in fact the oaufes of its»poverty. Now, it 
is certain, that though this nation might become more powerful and more rich, by 
being more numerous than it is; yet there is nor .my more probable method of 
bringing this about than by employing our ufeful hands, which perhaps may be 
cafier done abroad than at home. We have vail numbers of vagabonds throughout 
the kingdom, w'ho many of them live by pity, but moil: of them by the folly of 
better people than themfelves ; there cannot thcrefi're be any cruelty in fending 
thefe people where they mult work, and confequently maintain themfelves, and be 
ufeful to otheis. We have many people conviefed of fmall crimes, and from the 
ignominy of the convidion and punilhment rendered defperate ; it would certainly 
be a great charity to provide for thefe. We find multitudes releafed from time 
to rime out of prifons by ads of grace, w hich fet them at liberty, it is true ; but, at 
the fame time, feaves them at little better more than the liberty of ftarving; and 
who can fay, that it would not be highly laudable to find out fome means for giving 
thefe people bread as well as Ireedom ? I humbly conceive, that if a proper fund 
was afligned for fending thefe people abroad, not like tranfports or negroes, but like 
unhappy Englilhmen, with due provifion for thejii; comfortable maintenance in their 
paflage, and a proper reception in the places they are fent to, this might be found an 
elfedual way of eafing our poors-rates, flocking our colonies, and enlarging the trade 
of the nation. 

But in doing this, great confideraiion is to be ufed, there ought to be nothing in it 
of fhame, and as little of force as may be. llie terms ought to be fuch as may 
encourage people, in dillrefs to accept them, and the accepting them might be in the 
nature of a fuperfedea||i||j|? all criminal profecutions, not of a capital nature. They fhould 
be fent abroad for a fwin of years, or till they could repay a certain Ann of money to 
the corporation intruded with the management of this fchenie, and confidcruble 
rewards fhould be given to fuch as behaved well, and gained a competent fettlement 
during thfe time limited for their remaining abroad ; and if to this certain honorary 
preferments were added, it would be fo much the better. Thefe are thetiudines only 
of a great defign, worthy the attention of the legillature, who perhaps may think a tax 
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on public diverfions a reafonable fund for fuch a fervice, there beings nothing more juft 
thanthat luxury fhould contribute to relieve neceflity, and, that thofe who are able to be 
idlelhouldbe made willing to help ihofe that muft work. 

Such, at leaft, are my notions of thefe matters, and of the means by which our 
plantations might be improved, and the advantages we derive from them, increafed and 
extended. If what I have faid be rational and prafticable, or without much difficulty 
may be altered in fuch a manner as to become fo, I hope it will be thought worthy of 
conlideration ; but if otherwife, let fome perfon better verfed in thefe things, and more^ 
capable of treating this fubjeft arife, and fet it in its true point of light. For this is the 
critical time, the feafon when the friends of trade and the plantations fhould exert 
themfelves before a peace takes place, and a new fcene opens, of which it will be im- 
polTible to give our judgment immediately, and as impoffible to think of executing thofe 
fcheraes then, that are eafy as well as practicable now. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE HISTORY OF THE BRITISH COLONIES IN AMERICA, 

FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE DEATH OF HIS LATE MAJESTY KING 

GEORGE I. 

I. The Artifices of the French ^ under the Reign of James II. defeated bf the Probity of 
Colonel Dungan, Governor of New Tork. — 2. The Indians, by their Infiigation, and 
with their Ajfijlance, attack the People of New England in i 6 go, and are repvlfid 
with Lofs. — 3. An Acqomit of Sir William Phipps’s unfortunate Expedition agairjl 
Oticbcc. — 4. The Hifiory oj the Indian Wur continued to its Clofc, with other 
remarkable Occurrences. — 5. The Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel incor- 
porated by King William III. and the many Advantages flowing from that excellent 
Eftablifhment. — 6. The Affairs of the Britijh Colonies, during the Reign of Queen 
Anne, briefly confidered. — 7. The unfortunate Expedition againjl Canada, under 
General Hill and Sir Hovenden Walker.— ^ 8 . The Methods taken by the French for 
the Benefit of their own Commerce, at the Expence of ours to the Treaty ofUtretcht . — 
g. An Account of his Grace the Duke of Montague’s Scheme for fettling the IJlands of 
St. Lucia and St. Vincent. — 10. The Hifiory of the Expedition for that Purpofe, under 
Captain Uring, and his Relation (f its Mifcatriage. — 11. Colonel Braithwaiic’s Report 
of bis being forced to abandon the Settlement of St. Vincent, — 12. The indubitable Title 
of the Crown of Great Britain to thofe Iflands afferied, and the Importance of maintaining 
it demonflrated . — 13. Remarks and Obfervations on the tnofl remarkable Paffages in 
the foregoing Chapter, 

I T is generally agreed, that the very -vvorfl- part of King James’s government was the 
inclination that he had to French counfels, and his falling too readily into French 
meal'ures, which is the more extraordinary in mailers relating to commerce ; becaufe 
never any prince underftood them betier than King James. It muft therefore have 
been his violent zeal for promoting thepopilli caufe, that induced him to go the lengths 
he did, in favour of France j contrary moll certainly to the intercll of this nation, as he 
would have feen fooner than any body, if that zeal of his had not hindered him. But 
from hence we fee the difference between Englifli and French popery. Our deluded 
prince, though he underflood trade, was inclined to facrifice it, in fome meafure, for the 
fake of his religion ; the French King, though of the fame religion, and pretending to 
be as Jealous for it as King James, made ufe of it as a colour to promote his own am- 
bitious defigns, and the trade of his fubjefts at our expence. I know that this is a 
delicate fubjeft to handle, and I fhould not have mentioned it at all, but from a juft 
fenfe of its confequenc^; and a fincere love for truth and the intereft of my country. 

The French, in the beginning of King James’s reign, finding their colony of Canada 
in the utmbft danger from the Iroquois, a very warlike Indian nation, jealous of their 
liberties^ anid very capable of defending them by force of arms* refolved, fmee force had 
hitherto failed, to try what might be done towards fubduing them by the gentler method 
of converfibn-v in order to which they not only employed a multitude of artful jefuits, 
butiContiivedJ^ewife, tmder pretence of extening th« Ghriftian feith, to engage 
James to countenance .and a^ this projefl. In or^er to 'this an Irifh genUeip^ 
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Colonel Dungan, fon to the Earl of Limerick, was made Governor of New York ; and 
he was direded,. by his mailer, to permit the French jefviits to preach to, and convert, 
the Indians under the protedion of his government. The fcheme was certainly well 
laid, arfd one would wonder how it came not to take effed ; which if it had done, 
muft havd'proved the ruin of that colony at leaft, the conqueft of w'hich had been for 
a long time the objed of the French policy. But this Colonel Dungan, unfortunately 
■ for the French, tvas a man of very good fenfe, and of ftrid honour ; he obeyed his 
mafler’s commands, though unwillingly, but he kept fo ftrid an eye upon the French 
jefuits, that he very foon faw to the bottom of their defigns : and, finding them in- 
compatible with the welfare of the colony he governed, he obliged them to retire ; 
telling them that they came to promote the commerce, rather than the religion of their 
nation ; and that if his good friends the Indians were I’o much in love with jefuits, that 
they could not be without them, he would fupply tlicm v[ith thofe who mould make 
them good Chriftians and good Engliflnnen at the lame time. 

This greatly provoked the French governor of Canada, Mr. Denonville, who 
threatened him with the difpleafure of his own mafter, and of the Moll Chriftian King ; 
but this had no effed upon Colonel Dung:m, who would not be either cheated or 
bullied } and therefore when the French governor had trepanned fome of the Indian 
chiefs, and fent them over to be made flaves in the French gallies, by the moft: notorious 
Breach of faith that ever man was guilty of ; the colonel aflifted them in a war occafioned 
thereby, which brought the French colony within a hair’s breadth of ruin. This ftory, 
which is very remarkable, we have from French as well as Englifh authors, and which 
is no lefs extraordinary, they agree in every circumltance of it. Only the former are 
fo partial, as to treat the colonel's charader very ill, becaufe he would not facrifice the 
interell of his country, his own honour, and confcience to their views. After the revo> 
lution, when he was become Earl of Limerick, King William, who was very well 
informed of his proceedings, procured an offer to be made him of a very confiderable 
command in the Spanifli fervice, but he declined it ; and though he liked not the 
meafures, chofe to follow the fortunes, of his mafter King James. 

The French, by the fame kind of artifices had very near dlfpofTelfed tl)e Hudfon’s Bay 
company of that country entirely -, and, as foon as the war broke out, they actually did 
fo, as we have already fliewn. They alfo made a bold attempt upon the colony of New 
York, with the afliflance of the Indians in their interefls, but were repulfed ; and 
Colonel Peter Schuyler, with three hundred Englifli, and the fame number of Iroquois, 
bravely marched from Fort Albany to Quebec, which is four hundred miles ; and 
finding the French Governor with feven hundred regular troops, and as many Hurons, 
an Inman nation always at their devotion in the field, they boldly attacked them, 
fwid killed three hundred men and tliirty officers, with very little lols to therafelves ; 
but having no artillery, and the French retiring into their forts, the colonel made a 
very honourable retreat, fatisfied with the blow he had ftruck, and fecuring his own 
country from any farther depredations. But it was not only on this fide that tlic French 
attack^ our colonies at that time, on the contrary they had %fned a defign of greater 
ebnfequence againft the people of New England, of which, as it is a matter of great 
nmportance, we will give as full and clear an account of it as we can ; for though their 
intngaes began fotnewhat earlier than the period affigned for this chapter, yet as our 
etrpSilitiQal ivai not made till'after the revolution, it comes in very propefly "ner^. 

a. TheWrettchj m a time of full peace, and when, as we have obf^^, 

Obtaining favours from King James, excited the Ifidians oft|tl^ 

Hew Endhnd, to fucpiife feveral out fettlements, where they committedl feveral om^ 
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barbarities ; of this, complaints were made to the French governor at Quebec, who 
gave very good words, pretending that he knew nothing of what had happened ; but 
promifed to interpofe, and check the defigns of the Indians as far as was m his power, 
which promife was very indifferently performed. The Englifh thereupon tried what feir 
means, and a peaceable negotiation vrith the Indians, would do ; in this' lifcewife they 
were deceived and amufed, while their enemies ftill perfifted in their depi'edations,, 
though they continued to treat, and pretended that all difputes fhould be amicably 
fettled, well knowing that the colony would take any meafures rather than engage in an 
Indian war. During thefe tranfaftions, the French and Indians entered into fiirth^ 
engagements againft the Englifh, who did what they could with honoifr and juftice, to 
bring matters to a peaceable iffue, which was rendered very difficult by the intrigues of 
the French, who upon King James’s withdrawing to France, reprefented the Englifh 
nation as in a rebellious and perilous condition, which was fufficient encouragement 
for the Indians to continue the war, having the promife of powerful afEflance from 
Quebec. 

They furprifed the garrifon of Quachecho, by the treachery of Mefandonit, a Sachem, 
whom Major Waldern, who commanded there, had generoufly entertained the night 
before ; and that traitor lying in his houfe, opened the gates in the morning to a party 
of favages that lay in ambufh not far off, and ruflnng in killed the major and twenty-two 
men, burnt four or five of the beft houfes, and carried away twenty-nine perfons into 
captivity, killing Mr. Broughton in their retreat. The government ordered Captain 
Noyes, with a ftrong party, to march to Penocook, and clear the country of the 
favages ; but they cleared it themfelves by running away as foon as they heard new* 
of his coming. Captain Noyes purfued them, cut down all their com, burnt their 
wigwams, and laid every thing wafte. A party from Saco was furrounded by a great 
body of Indians, and efcaped with difficulty, having loll fix of their number ; they 
afterwards maftered Pemmaquid Fort, by help of intelligence given them by one 
Mr.' Starkey, who falling into their hands thought to get out of them by that fervice, 
and told of the weak condition the fort was in by the abfence of Mr. Giles, and part of 
the garrifon ; upon whom they fell at Giles’s farm, and killed him and fourteen men. 
They then got upon a rock, wdien they milerably galled the Englifh, and obliged the 
governor, Capt. Weems, to furrender on promife of life and liberty. But the favages 
broke the capitulation, and butchered the greatcll part of them, as alfo Capt. Skinner 
and Capt. Farnham, who were coming to the relief of the garrifon, and Mr. Pedifiiall, 
as he lay in his Hoop in the Barbran. Thefe Ioffes caufed the inhabitants of Shcepfeot 
and Kennebeck to abandon thofe places, and return to Falmouth. 

It was time for the government of New England to look about them, and think of 
oppofmg vigoroufly thofe murders and depredations of the Indians ; They felt Major 
Swayne with five hundred men from MalTachufet, and Major Church, one of thdr beft 
officers, from Plymouth, with five hundred more, againft the enemy in the eaft, whwe 
they had intercepled Lieut. Hutchin, who had drawn off a garrifon he had in diofe parts, 
tofet them to work in the field. The favages coming unexpefledly upon them cut them 
to pieces, being feventeen in number, and then came to the fort, where were only two 
boys, and forae women and children ; the boys defended it againft them, wounded 
feveral ; and when they found that the barbarians were about to fet fire to the houfe 
that was in the fort, and to bum them out, they would not yield but on terms of life ; 
wWch thefe inhuman %retches granted, and afterwards killed three or*four of the 
childrm, with one of the boys j the other made his efcape. Capt. Gamer purfuid 
the enemy, but they were too nimble for him. Another parly of them affiiulied Gme^ 
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killed Capt. Brooks, and had pul the whole town to the fword, had not Capt. TIall 
come Opportunely with relief. The deiitnis of Major Swayne and Major Cluirch 
were fruftrated by the treachery of fume Indian conlcth rates, who being lent out as 
fconts, dtfddvered all that they knew to the enemy ; who luuierlhuuUng the number of 
the EngliOi fled to their inaccellible woods and fwariips ; fo Major Swayne, having gar- 
rifoned Blew Point, retired to winter quarier.s. I enter Jiot into the jraiiiculars of ihe 
barbarous treatment theEnglifh captives met with from the lavages, there being nothing- 
in it hut what might be expefted from their rage and cruelty, and there was no iikeli,- 
hood of their learning humanity towards the Englilh, by lelfons from their new allies 
the French, who w'cre very adive in inftructing and diftiplining tiiein lor the better 
management of the w'ar. 

It is plain the}r had improved in if, both in arms atid in action, and had continual 
afiiftance from Quebec, without whicli theEnglilh would l<;on have chalUrcd them lor 
their infolence, and taught them to be quiet. To make llie Friiu h i'ome returns lor 
the many mifehiefs the Englifh had fuft'ered by their meanr . it was rei'olved in New 
England to carry the war home tp them. In purluance of this rt-f'iltition. Sir William 
Phipps, who commanded the fleet and forces, failed in mi New I'.nglaiul the 28ih of 
April 1 690, and on the iith of May following arriveri belore Port Uo)al. d'lu' French 
had then a very flourifhing colony in Acadia, or, as we eal! ii, New- Scothmd, con- 
fifting of no lefs than fix thouland people, who got a li\ing a! lead by their trade in 
lumber, filh, and (kins ; but for ail that the place was fo miferahly provided for 
defence, the town being covered faily by a flight jiaiifade, -.iikI a little fort of no i'orce, 
that it was very foon reduced j and Sir William Phipps had the honour ol recovering 
this country to the. crown of Britain, 'i'he people in Nova Scotia had leave by 
the capitulation, either to retire to Canada, or remain in ih.e country ; and about two 
thoufand chofe the latter j fo that Sir William not only acquired ;i country, but a 
a people; yet we did.not keep the pofleflion of either, lor any length of time. 'Fo 
revenge thefe lofles, Motifieur Artel, a French ofheer from Canada, and one lloop- 
.hood, a leader among the Huron Indians, confederates with the French, with men of 
both nations, aflaulted Salmon f all ■, killed tliirty perldns, and carried away fifty into 
captivity ; -which terribly aiarnud ; 11 New England, ii being the iirfl time that the 
French had aSed openh -vvith the liarhailans. And a. vva.s ihougiif to be tin: 

fource of all, their calamities in this wa’- it -uais thcri'oi-e '-erwlvad 10 attack that place, 
which beill^ reduced, the Fren«n would havt; no city to reft in, .uul carry on their ill 
de’ gns agamft their ChrlfUan neighbours. i- 

3. Thefuccefe Sir William Phipps fo lately had, recommended him to the' chit-f com- 
mand in this expedition; but it feems to have been as ill laid am! m.inug..d tis tiie other was 
•well conmVed; fo^it is certain, he had a flreiigth with him fuiheient to iiave driven tiie 
French out of Canada, had it been well ufed ; he had thir:y-i ..o fail of" fhips, and they 
had aboard two thoufand men, a prodigious armament for Inch a colony, andfaih-d 
from Hull near jBolton the 9th of Augull ; but came not within liglit ol Ouebec till the 
5lh of Oclpber.- Thus, they were eight weeks in a voyage, that with g'ood winds and 
weather, might have been made in two or three. The E^Ufh wore fo long making up 
the river of St. Terence, that the governor, C anjntvipi-yidntenac, had time enouglt to 
prepare for his d*^ence by drtivvi^^^ all the llrength.Vi^;dil^^ Quebec, which 

Sir Williaih .eJipt^:6d would have been divid«l by ^;itm inarching over land, and 
attacking on the froniiers While he fell upOft the capital. 

This armfijijtttSs to^tuill offw6 thodaud IN York, Cohine^Iicut, and Ply- 

mouth colonies, and Qnkfhuuiiuid five hundred luduuis, to whom the Frencli gave the 

name 
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name of Iroquois; but the Englilh diftinguiflied them by the narhes of their feveral 
nations. The Englifh marched as far as the great lake of Canada ; but as there 
were no canoes prtivided for them to pafs it, they returned; and k is very ftrangc that 
there Ihould liavc been no provifion for their paflage fecured, lince tlie fuccefs of the 
enterprize fo much depended upon it. 

Wlien Sir William arrived within fight of the place, he fancied that the conqucfc 
would have been as eafy as that w'hich he had made of Nova Scotia, and therefore he 
drcAv up a pc.pcr In the nature of a fiimmons to furrender, conceived in very rough 
terms ; for Sir William was originally a carpenter, and afterwards a failor ; fo that he 
was very blunt and unpoliflied, though a very honert and very brave man; 'but the French 
governor, Count Fonienac, was fo oH'euded at the fiyie and fubjciit, that he caufed a 
giblx't to be for up, and w«)uld have hanged the major tliat brought the paper, had it 
not been lor tlio hifhoji’s ii terceflion. lie returned, however, a very infolent anfwcr, 
callii'jf 1‘hipps and his '■oinp;in\ hcri-iie.s and traitor;. 

On the iSrli of Oct.')l)er fne f’.nglilh landed, under Lieutenant General Whalley, to 
the nmiibcr (4 one tiionraiui four hundred, for to ihcfe they were reduced by the fmall- 
pox, and other difeares ; but had their lull complement been preferved, what were two 
thouftmd on board the fliips to four thoufand w'ithin the city ; for fu many menFontenac 
had mrvv with him ? Wliich Whalley underllanding, he re-embarked his troojw, though 
they \v:iuid vetv iaia h;ive atleiiijaed one atlaulf ; but their bravery w’as ill-timed, 
cnnfidering- the i)ie.]nali’y of (heir imniber to that of the enemy. Some writers make 
the lofs of tiie lu'gliffi from tlie oppiifiiion they met with on fhore, to be fix hundred 
men ; hul, 1 believe, llnit oppofuion is heightened for the credit of our nation, that the 
troops might noi lie tl.ouglit lo iilxindon this cntcvpri.o.’ without looking the enemy in 
the fiu'e. Theheii ;i<o.ouni;. piven by the French writers of this inatler, do not aferibe 
tiu' d(ij\erance of Oui'bec uk ; lo the courage of their own people than to the want 
of conduct ami liilcipiliie in the l'.U!;iith. 'L'lic truth of the matter is, the fclteme w'as 
well enough laid, but thole who midertook to execute it had not capacities fuitable to 
a ilefign of ilii,', nalure ; and befide.s llt *rc 1.11 out tome accidents iliat were final to them, 
us well as wludlv unfon feen, and to which in a great meafure we may juflly attribute 
(heir difappoiiUinent 

'J’iie I'mall-pox did not only carry off nunvbers in Sir William Fhipps’s fleet, but 
broke out alio in tlie other army, that was to have marched by land to attack Mount 
Ro\-,d; and this inal.idy iidecilng ihelroquois.wasthe true rcafon w'hy that expedition was-, 
abandoned ; .\nd tifas betag foou known to tltc Froicli, gave them an opportunity of 
throwing their uiiole loice into Uuebec, which wns much too great for Sir William 
Phipps to fh uggk' with, if he and thole who attended him, had been better officers; 
than they really were ; lo that there is no great wonder the whole e.xpeditiou mifearried.. 
This fliews, that matters of a military naiure cannot be carried on, efpccialiy againfl 
the French, but by milit;ny men and otliccrs well acquainted with ferv'ice ; yet the zeal 
and courage of tlie.pcople of New Lnghnul, in undertaking and pufliiug this projed of 
tlicirs fo fiir as they did, delorves great npplaufe, as it fully demonftrates the fpirit of 
the people, and very plainly proves that with proper encouragement and proper ailiftance, 
they are both willing to endeavour and able to perform all that, in their circumftances,. 
a Britifh government can expert from Britilh fubjeds. In the prefent cafe their 
eft'oris rather exceeded than fell Ihort of their abilities, for their fleet and army were 
numerous enough, well provided, and well paid ; the expence of this fruiilefs attempt 
lulling little Ihort of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, every penny of which 
was furniftied by the inhalntants of this colony, or, which waff worfe, they ran in debt 
for it, and were left to pay it j here at home w’c do not lulficiuitly refled upon the in* 
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conveniences that fuch misfortunes as thefe bring upon our fettlements,,but are too apt 
to charge them with want of vigour, want of application, and want of public ^^rlt i 
whereas, in truth, thefe wants, generally fpeaking, lie on our fide the water; and it is 
to cover our own neglects, that we pretend to find faults in them of which they were 
never guilty. 

The ftiips in their return met with no better fortune at fea than the men had done 
by land ; fome of them were driven as far as the Leeward Iflands ; one was wrecked, 
another was never heard of, a third foundered with all her crew in her, a fourth was 
driven afhore on the defolate ifland of Anticofta, where Captain Rinslbrd and his crew, 
forty at firft, were reduced through want and weather to half the number in a month’s 
time, and then faved alraoft miraculoufly. The lofs of men in this unfuccefsful en- 
terprize amounted to one thoufand, and thofe as ufeful hands as any in the country. 
Durin|f the progrefe of this miferable expedition, a party under Lieutenant Clark, 
venturing out of Cafeo, to look for the enemy, met with a body of four or five hun- 
dred Intons and French, who killed the lieutenant and thirteen of his men ; the reft 
efcaping into the town, w'ere purfued by the Indians and French, wlio entering the 
place reduced it to afhes. The garrifon furrendered the fort upon conditions of fafe 
condufk to the next Englifli town ; but the French bafely broke the capitulation, and 
made them prifoliers of war, under a very ibolifh pretence of their being rebels to their 
lawful king. 

The governor, Major Davis, and fome of his men, were lent to Quebec ; the reft 
were murdered by the lavages. The garrifons ofPapocodack, Spam wick, Blacli Point, 
and Blue Point, drew off to Caco, twenty miles within Cafeo, terrified with tiie fate 
of that place ; their terror infected that garrifon alfo, and half of them fled, lioopliood, 
the Huron, purfued them and deftroyed all the country, burnt feveral houfes at Berv/ick, 
killed tliirteen or fourteen men at Fort Point, and carried off fix prifoners ; but 
Captain Floyd and Captain Greenleaf coining up with him routed his party, wounded 
and drove .him off to a great diftancc. He was af terwards fallen on by the French 
Indians, who taking him for an Iroquiffs, killed him and almoft all that were with him. 
The Indians and French had after that ati advantage over the Englifh under Captiin 
Wifwell, whom they killed, with fifteen of his foldiers, near Wlieelwright Pond, the 
reft were brought off by Captain Floyd. Fluflicd with this fuccefs, the Indians and 
French made a defeent upon Amcff'iiry, near to the Mafl'acliufcts, furprifed Captain 
Foot and tortured him to death ; but the townfmeii returning into the fort, main- 
tained it againft them. Major Church paffed by fea with three hundred men to 
Cafeo Bay, where he landed, and paffed directly Pechjiyfot, an Indian fort, which he 
found deferted, thence to Ainonofcoggin Fort, forty miles up Cafeo river, which he 
burnt, after having killed twenty Indians, all that ftaidin it, and releafed feven Englifli 
captives. Having notice tlmt the Indians had agreed to rendezvous on Pechyfet 
plain, in order to attack Wells, he haftened thither to give them battle; which the 
ravages avoided, and the Englilh went into winter quarters. Captain Convers and Cap- 
tain flaiftead, with one hundred men, remaining in thofe parts, to fcour the woods ; 
and as the Englifh had no reafon to be content with the fuccefs of the war, fo they 
well pleafed at the fight of a flag of truce, with which the Indians came to Wells, 
and a ceffation of arms till the May following was agreed on by commiffioners on 
bothfid^. 

The (tinie of the ceffation of arms with the Indians was fcarce expired ; but the 
So^ges, inftead of coming as they had( engaged, to reftore the captives, and turn the 
^ce into a peace, begw to commit new hbftilities, and killed ^eral Englilh at Ber* 

- wick, 
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" C^pe NiddOck> Captain Marel, Cap- 

K^i Capiaitt Sherburn, aadj^aptwO^Wateft^^ men, landed at 

,MaCqui)&:, and marched to Speaky j but thefe' fbkbs not meeting the enemy, grew 
, fecure,!and ftraggW out in parties, whicli the Indians obferving, gathered in a body, 
attacked them and drove them to their Ihips, with the lofs of Captain Sberburn and 
• feveral men, who could not get aboard in time. They killed feven perfons at Berwick, 
twenty-one at Sandy-Bear, a family at Rowly, another at Haverhill, both in EiTex county. 
Thus, we find them drawing fouthward, and extending themfelves into the Maflachufets, 
which they had not done before. The garrifon of Cape Nidduck was fo thinned by 
draughts from it, that the remainder thought fit to defert it, though a Ifrong fort. A 
party of jiopifh Indians aflaulted the town of York, killed fifty Englifh, and drove away 
one huiidrcd into flavety, and the red fortified themfelves ; and though they were but 
a handful, yet the lavages, who were feveral hundreds, durft not attack them, Here 
Mr. Shubaai Dunner, the miniltev.was (hot at his own door, to the great joy of the French 
papiffs. A fliip was immediately dilpatched to Sagadohook, with a commiflion, and 
cllfjcis to redeem tlie captives, and thoie menw lio remained in the town were now think. 
ing of abandoning it, 

ivlajor Hutchiiilon was in June 1692 fent with a flrong party under Captain Convers, 
Captam hloyd, and Captain Thaxter, to aHiit them and other Ehglifhmen on the 
frontiers. Captain Convers was polled at Wells with only fifteen men, in the flight 
fort there, and fifteen more in two lloops in the river, to be afliRing to the others upon 
occallon, Againfl him cam-; no lefs than four Indian kings, Modenkawando, Moxus, 
Edgercmcnt, Warumbo, and Rill two greater men, Monlieur Labrocree and Monfieur 
Barnifi, with fome French fbldiers, and five hundred Hurons. Moxus had not long 
before attacked Wells with two hundred Indians, and had been repulfed by Captain 
Convers, who had not a quarter of that number of men with him, which Modenka- 
wando hearing, he faid, my brother Moxus has milled it now, but I will go myfelf 
the next year, and have the dog Convers out of his hole. But he was iniftaken, for the 
Eng'lilhmen in the fort, and ch'efs in the floops, behaved fo gallantly, following the 
example of their brave commander Convers, that after feveral friiitlefs attempts of the 
Indians and hrench to maRer them, by land and by water, Monlieur BarnilF, and the 
four Indian confederate princes, were obliged to retire. But Monfieur l.abrocree did 
not live to bear the reproach of fo fcandalous a retreat, being killed in the firR of it, 
f he enemy happened here to take one John Diamond prilbner, whom they ufed io barba- 
roully, that it would occallon too rauch horror in the' ruder to relate it. 

Things continued, however, in this fituation, till Sir William Phipps came over ici 
qtiality of governor of New England, who immediately began to think of ere6ling a 
new fort at Pemmaquid, to cover the frontiers, which he compleated in fix months 
time, though it was one of the llrongeR places in America ; but the expence whfob 
this occafioned made the people uneafy ; w'ho, it feems, never forgave the railuig ^ 
the money it coR, though they could not but be fenfible that it was entirely laiid out 
for their fafety ; but it feems in New as well as Old England, and indeed ill all othor 
countries, it is a much eafier thing to ferve a fociety, than to make that fociety fenfiblb 
of one’s fervice. In the prefent cafe one might have expeaed things fllbuM have taken 
another -tur% fince by the care Sir William Phipps took, the frontiers of the plantation 
Were bcttei fecured than in times paft, and the Indians more than once defeated in 
en^gements j if the difputes of between tfiyo .and three hundred men oi a fide. . 
mky ’be ealkd Ip, 1 fee no reafon why they Ikciuld not, if we confuler that the r 
<%tktfi^.ebgagenients'were of the lame lihpbrtance to bonh natioas^ as if i 

I 
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had been fought by thoufands ; and I conceive, that it is the importa^e of a \vaf , and 
not the nurabef of men employed in it, that renders it worthy of notice. 

Thefe fucceffes, the building the forts in the eaft, and the augmenting the forces 
there, inclined the favages to think in eanteft of peace, efpecially upon hearing the 
Macquas threatened to fall upon them, for killing feme of their fquas or princclTes on 
Whortlebury Plain. The Indian fachems had a French ambaffador at their courts, 
who was a friar, to ftir them up againft the Englifli, and keep them in heart. This 
prieft did his utmoft to perfuade them to continue the war. But the French not 
allifting them w^th men, arms, and ammunition, as they promifed, the friar could not 
hinder them from begging a peace, which viras concluded at Fort Peminaquid, by thir- 
teen fegamores and the Englifh commiflioners, who fet their names to the indianuent, 
Auguft 1 1, 1693. treaty the Indians renounced thc‘ir allegiance v'.iih the French, 

owned themfelves fubjedls to the crown ofKuglanil, confuiiied the Fugiirti in the 
poffeffion of all the lands they had acquired, and i’ubinittod tlie regulation of tireir trade 
to the next general aflembly, which gave great iiitisfacfion to the people oi Ntw Kng- 
land; the rather, becaufe hitherto the Indians had very honeftly kept tlieir treaties, 
but it was not long before it appeared that their new Jp-iritual guides, the I'Vench, had 
taught them other principles. 

4. It was not above a year before the jefuits excited their new converts to break this 
peace, concluded with heretics ; it is true, there was then a war witli France, ii) that UvS 
ftatefmen and politicians the jefuits may be juftiiied, but then they mult lay afide all 
pretences to chriftianity ; for if is certain, there is nothing in our religion that euuute- 
nances a behaviour of this kind, and therefore wc may lafely fay, that all their labours 
tended to make thefe poor people rather tools to France than chrilliaiis. Tlie firJl 
breaking out of the new war, which happened in the; I'pring of 1694, was without any 
previous declaration, or even complaint that the terms had not been kept on the lide 
of the Engliih, nor indeed was this ever fo much as pretended. A body of Indians and 
French fell fuddenly on Oylter River Town, and feized near one hundred pcrlbns, 
twenty of which were of the trained-bands. One Blachford couragcoufly defbuded his 
houfe againfl them, who defpairing to reduce him before fuccours egme, left him, and 
going to Mrs. Cuts’s farm near Pilcataway, they murdered hcT and her family. 'I'hey 
made an incurfion into Middlefex county, and alfaiilted Groton, but were bravely rc- 
pulfed by Lieutenant Lukin, unon <vl icli they fell to phmdering the plantations there- 
abouts, killed twenty pril’oners, and carried twenty more into captivity. They killed 
one of the children of MrtGrelhvrtn Ilobert, the minilter, and carried olf another with 
them ; they murdered three perfons at work near Spruce Creek, and eight more at 
Kktery, where they barbaroufly ufed a daughter of Mr. Downing, i'he favages fcalped 
this young woman, and left her for dead, but fhe recovered, and was living twenty 
years after. Mr. Jofeph Pike, of Newburry, under-fheriff of Efl'ex, was murdered by 
them, between Amefbury and Havi'rhill in that county. 

To balance thefe Ioffes the Engliih feized Bommalc-en, a famotts fegamnre, one of 
thofe that figned the laft treaty. He pretended to be juft come from Canada, and that 
he came on purpofe to put an end to thefe hoftilities. But it being proved that he was 
a principal aftor in the late murders, he was ^ t prifoncr to Bofton. The taking of 
Bommaieen ftunned the Indians a little, and mey were quiet for fix or feven months. 
At laft a 4 eet of canoes came to an ifland a league from Pemmaquid, and fent propofals 
of peate to the garrifon. They owned their guilt in breaking the laft articles, but 
threw the blame oij the Frotich. As a proof of their fincerity now they delivered 
eight captivesibllfhen they had above one hundred ftill in captivity. However^ a 
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truce was grant^ for thirty days, and Colonel Phillips, the gallant Major Convers, and 
lieutenant Cohmd HoWthohi, were appointed com-niihoners to treat with theip on the 
part of Ae Irldians, but becaufe they brought not Bomniafeen with tltem, whofe releafe- 
ment was all they wanted, the Indian commiflioners broke off the conference, and went 
away in difguft. They had left the Englifh planters in thdr captivity, contrary to their 
promife to releafe them as a preliminary, which was a plain indication they were not in 
earneft. Advice was fent immediately to all the Englifn garrifons in the eaft to be upon 
their guard; notwithftanding which, Major Hammond, of Kittery, fell into an 
ambufcade, and was taken prifoner ; but having the good fortune to be tranfported to 
Canada, he was very civilly treated by Count Frontenac, who bought him of his 
Indian mailer, -.md fent him to Boilon by a veffel that came to Quebec for exchange 
of prifoners. In Auguft a party of Indians came down to Bellerica on horfeback ; this 
was pretty far within the MalTachufets. They killed and took fifteen perfons, and 
plundered Mr. Rogers’s houfe. This was the firil time the Indians ever made ufe of 
horfes. llicy took nine people t>ut of Newbury in Effex, and being clofely purfued by 
Captain Greenlcaf, a valiant and diligent officer, they fo w'ounded them when they 
found they could not keep them, that they ail died except one lad, which was a fignai 
proof of their barbarity. 

Captain March, governor of Pemmaquid Fort, defiring to lay dojvn. his commiffion 
towards the latter end of the year, he was fuccecded in it by Captain Chub. He 
lliewcd the bafenefs of his fpirit, as well as the wcaknefs of his underftanding, in one 
of his firil exploits, after he had the command of this garrifon, by murdering 
r.dgercmet and Abeiiquid, and two other principal fegainores, who had figned the 
hill treaty, and came to him on alTurance of fecurity, to confer about a new one. In 
Augull the French landed fome foldiers out of a man of war, the Newport, which they 
had taken from the Englilh to affill the Indians in his neighbourhood. 

This news fo frightened the traitor Chub, that he I'urrendered the new and ftrong 
fort of Pemmaquid, without the firing one gun, within or without, though he had near 
one hundred men in it double-armed. The furprizing new’S of this lofs caufed a mighty 
confternation at Boilon and all over New England. Governor Stoughton and ffie: 
council, immediately ordered three men of v/ar in purfuit of the French, though it was 
not probable that thefe lliips could be fitted for tltat fcrvice time enough to come up 
with the enemy, who having 4one their bufinefs at Pemmaquid better than they could 
hope for, w'ere gone far enough out of the reach the Englilh. Colonel Gedney 
inarched with five hundred men to the ealt, but the^ Indians were gone home, and he 
could do nothing but llrcngthen the garrilons there. The favages, before their retreat^ 
kilted five foldiers belonging to Saco Fort, wdio mull not be with their garrifon. And 
one may obferA’e, that the greatell mifehief the Indians do, is by thefe ambulhes and 
furprizes, which, confidering how they W'ere almoll intermixed with them, it is 
llrange they fliould not be aware of, and guard againll ; for the country mull by ibis 
time, and this means, be in a manner, as well known to them as to the^ favages. 
Colonel Gedney arbelled Chub, and brought him to Bolton ; but nothing treafonable 
being proved againll him, the government only took away his commiffion, and fait bi*n 
thence to his houfe at Andover, in Ell^ county. 

Some time after this the Indians djpred Haverhill, and carried off thirty captives, 
one of which was Hannah Duftan, a woman of a mafeuline fpirit. Effie had lain in not 
above a week, yet Ihe and her nurfe walked one hundred and fifty miles- on foot, to 
the town where the Indian Ihe was to ferve lived. This woman being afterwards 
Inwel Wiffi the mafterand his family to a rendezvous' of the army of thefavagfflfi* 
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where, according to the diabolical cuftom of them, Ihe, her nurfe, and other Englilh 
prifonersi, were to run the gauntlet ; Hannah watched her opportunity in the night, and 
having animated her nurfe, and an Englilh boy who was with her, they three killed ten 
of the Indians with their own weapons, and made their efcapes ; for which aftion they 
received a reward of fifty pound, from the general affembly, and prcfcnts from particular 
perfons to a good value. The Indians continuing their inroads, killed a man at York, 
another at Hatfield, a third at Groton, and a fourth at Exeter ; which Ihews us that the 
New England people were in conftant danger, and harafied on every fide. The 
Indians grew every day more barbarous and more implacable, as having the intrigues of 
the Jefuits added, to their own fierceuefs and thirft of blood. 


They furprized and fliot Major Froft and his two^fons at Berwick, as they were 
coming from church one Sunday, and going to his own houfe about vc miles off. 
Two men that rid port to carry this unwelcome news to the governor of Wells, fell 
into an ambufCade as they were returning, and were killed, as were three men near 
Nechawannic, and a dreadful defolation threatened the whole province ; certainly more 
for want of management than of power. The lavages roalied a man to death a mile 
and a half from Wells. Three foldiers, at Saco Fort, as they were cutting fi-re-wood 
for the fort at Caco llland, were Ihot dead, while Lieutenant Fletcher, with his two fons, 
who were appoint^ for their guard, were fowling in the woods ; but the lieutenant and 
his fons paid dearly for their negligence, for they fell into an ambufeade as they re- 
turned, and were all three taken j^rifoners. The father and one of his fons died in 
captivity, and the other made his efcape. 

In the beginning of 1697 the government of New England was alarmed with advice 
that the French in Canada intended to make a defeent there ; that a fquadron of men 
of war was come from France to fupport the army of the Indians and French, that was to 
attack the Englilli by land. The lieutenant-governor and council prepared for a 
vigorous defence ; the forts about Bofton were repaired ; the militia throughout the 
whole province were raifed and well difeiplined. Major March was ordered to the 
eaft, with five hundred, to fcour the woods ; the Indians, who were gathering together 
about Cafeo Bay, retired as he approached them ; but the Major having put his men 
aboard fome Ihips failed up among the eallern iflands, and landed on the banks of 
Damafeatos river ; a very prudent meafure, for he could not have overtaken the 
Indians by land, before they had been got into their fallneffes. The Indians feeing this, 
fell upon his men as they were getting afliore, but could not hinder their landing ; 
upon which a lharp engagement, enfi jd, and the Engliih drove the enemy to their 
canoes, a fleet of which was iu the river to receive them. The Englifli had about 
twelve men killed, and as many wounded ; the enemies lofs was much greater ; but the 
main advantage to the Englifli was, preventing the Indians joining the French, who 
were approaching with the iltips of war and tranfports for a defeent ; but hearing of the 
rout of their confederates, they made the beft of their way home to Europe, with the 
French troops on board, to their no fmall diferedit. 


A party of favages made arx incurfion into Middlefcx, and pRindered Lancauer, 
killing twenty men, among whom was the reverend Mr. John AVhiting, the minifter, 
and carried five into captivity. A month .nfrexjhey killed a poor man in the woods 
near Oyfter River. In the beginning of tlwBkext year they made a defeent upon 
Andover, and killed Captain Chub and his family. They alfo killed Colonel Dudley 
Bradftr^t,»took his whole family, and were carrying them ofl'; but being clofely pur- 
fued, they releafed them without doing them any mifehief. The favages were now in 
m to the weftwjp:d/ and killed a man and a boy in the meadows near Hatfield- 
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They were purfued by a party of Englifli from Deerfield, of which one was killed by 
the Indians, who, after that ran to the woods. They had attempted Deerfield on 
Coimedicut River, but were beaten off by the inhabitants, headed by their minifter, 
iVIr. John Williams. Thefe fmall adions feemed to prefage the end of this war, of 
which the favages were as weary as the Englilh, and had no profped of making any 
thing of it againft a people fo much fuperior to them in numbers, arms and ftores ; 
but they ended it with the better grace, by means of the peace of Ryfwdck, between 
England and France. Upon which C'ount Frontenac fent to thefachem of the Hurons, 
and told them he w'as no longer to fupport them in the war againft the Englifii, and 
advifed them to make the beft terms they could for themfclves. * 

The Earl of Bcllamont was by this time arrived at New York, and a treaty of peace 
with the Indians being fet on foot, he difpatched Major Convers, and Colonel Philips, 
to confer with the Indian fachems at Penabfeot. They began the conferences Odober 
the 6th, in which the Sachems excufed themfelves for breaking the peace, faying, the 
Jefuils would not let them aJoa*' till they had done it ; and if the Earl of Bdlamont, 
and Count Frontenac, would not banifli thefe devils, they could not promife the next 
peace w'ould laft long. Major Convers and Colonel Philips concluded it with them on 
the foot with tlic lail treaty; to w'hich they aikied a more formal fubmiffion to the 
fovercignty of the crown of England ; wherein after acknowledging themfelves guilty 
of breaking the hill peace, and in not fulfilling their engagements entered into thereby, 
while they enjoyed the benefit ot it, which they charge upon the evil counfels and 
inftigations of the French, they proceed thus : 

“ Wherefore w'o, whofe names are hereunto fubferibed, fegainores, captains, and, 
principal men of the Indians, belonging to the rivers of Kennebcck, Amonofeogin, 
Saco, and parts adjacent, being fcnfible of our great offence and folly, in not com- 
plying witli the afojcfaid fubmiffion and agreement, and alfo of the fufferings and 
inilchiels that we have hereby expofed ourfelves unto ; do, in all humble and fub- 
miffivc manner, call ourfelves upon his majefty’s mercy, for the pardon of all our 
rebellions and violations of our promifes ; praying to be received into his majefty*s 
grace and proteftion ; and for, and in behalf of ourfelves, and of all the other Indians 
belonging to the fcvcral river.s and places aforefitid, within the fovereignty of his 
Majcrty of Great Britain, do again acknowledge and profefs our hearty and fincere 
obedience to the crown of England ; and do folemnly renew, ratify , and confirm, all 
and every the articles and agreements contained in the aforefaid recited fubmiffion ; and 
in teftimony hereof, w^e, the faid fegainores, captains, and principal men, have here- 
unto fet our hands and feals, at Cafeo Bay, near Mares Point, the yth day of January, 
in the tenth year of the reign of his Majefty King William III. A.D. 1698-9. Sub- 
feribed by Moxus, and the reft of the fegainores and petty princes.” 

Thus ended, to the mutual fatisfadion of both parties, the Indian war, with 
refpeft to which the French writers have undoubtedly given a very falfe account, 
and a ftill mor^ falfe. account of the peace ; for they fay pofitively, that the 
Indians infifted upon it, that they were not fubjeft to the crown of Great' Britain ; 
that they declared againft their octupying any of their lands ; and that they openly 
profeffed they were, and would be friends to the French ; every tittle of which, as is 
manifeft by their inftrument above recited, and cited for that purpofe, appears to be a 
dired falWhood ; but in one thing I believe the French writers fpeak truth, which is, 
with regard to the policy of the Indians, who made ufe of the fmall-pox for a pretence 
tQ quit the Englifh army, in its march to attack the French colony of Canada by lani, 
from a forefi^t that if this expedition had been attended ‘with fuccefs, the FVeneh 
" 3 F 2 * muft 
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muft have abandoned their country, and they were unwilling to be left wholly at the 
mercy of the Englifti. 

Many of Our authors indeed, reprefent the Indians as not capable of fo great a ftroke 
in politics; but I have feen papers of Governor pudley and William Penn, who were 
very well acquainted with them, that feem to countenance this opinion ; for they fay, 
they have ftrong natural parts, underftand their own intereft thoroughly, and do every 
thing with great deliberation. It is, indeed, certain, that they are wedded to their own 
fentiments, and to their own manner of living, and therefore we muft refer their 
politics to their maxims, and not pretend to judge of them by our own, with which 
they have not the leaft alGnity or connexion. 

5. We have, in the courfe of this work, given fo full and clear an account of the 
manner in which all our colonies were fettled, and of the motives upon which different 
forts of people reforted to them, that the reader cannot be furprized at hearing their 
religious affairs were in a very indifferent fituaiion, when in refped to temporal con- 
cerns their condition was moft flourifhing. Several worthy perfons in the reign of 
King Charles IL had ufed their endeavours to correS this evil, but their pious dcfiree 
did not meet with proportionable fuccefs, which, however, was far from difcouraging 
others from following their example ; but though the^were fomewhat more fortunate, 
chiefly from the aljiftance given them by the pious Queen Mary, whofe charader for 
religion and virtue will live as long as there is cither religion or virtue in the world, yet 
it was at laft found, that nothing could be effeftually done, unlefs the encouragers of 
this noble defign of fpreading the chriftian faith through the Britifh dominions in 
America, were incorporated by charter, the neceflity and expediency of which Dr. 
Thomas Tenifon, then Archbilhop of Canterbury, undertook to reprefent to King 
William III. and upon his reprefentation a charter w^as obtained, dated the 16th of 
June, in the 13th year of his reign, by which fcveral perfons, equally diftinguifhed by 
their titles and virtues, were incorporated for that purpofe, under the moft honourable 
of all names, “ The fociety for the propagation of the gofpel in foreign parts.” 

This truly, fays the author of the hiltory' of this fociety. Dr. Humphreys, was an 
adion fuitable to Archbilhop Tenifon’s public fpirit and honeft zeal for the Proteftant 
religion, and exceedingly ^becoming his high flaiinn ami authority in the church. The 
American colonies, lure, can never, without the greatc^ft veneration and gratitude, 
remember him, when they lhall, many ages hereafter, feql the happy efletls of having 
the chriftian religion planted among them ; and refled how hearty and forward 
Archbilhop Tenifon appeared to oljtaia that charter, which gave life and authority to 
fo glorious an undertaking ; nay, that his zeal and Ipirit did not reft here, he continued 
to promote and guide, by his wife councils, the afl'airs of the fociety ; he paid them an 
annual bounty of fifty pounds, during his life, and at his death bequeathed them a 
thoufand pounds, towards the maintenance of the firft bifhop that fliould be fettled in 
America. A charter being thus obtained, the next endeavour was to carry their 
laudable defign into execution ; accordingly his grace the archbilhop, as empowed by 
the charter, caufed fummons to be iffued for the members of the corporation, to meet 
vithin the time limited ; and feveral met at the place appointed, on the 27th of June 
1701, and chofe proper officers for tranfafting the bufmefs. At following meetings 
thqr made divers rules and orders for their more regular proceedings in the admimft ra- 
tion? of their truft, and fubferibed, among themfelves, near two hundred pounds ; for 
defirayiljg, th* charges of palfing the charter, making tlie common feal, and other 
necettarf expevtces ; tliey alfo ordered five hundred copies of the charter to be printed 

8* forthwith, 
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forthwith, and diftributed amongfti the members, to be ihewn by them to all proper 
peirfons, the farther to notify the defign they were engaged in, and to invite more 
perfor.s of ability and piety to afEft in carrying it on. 

This ftep ^vas but an opening of the matter to the public ; the fociety were diligent 
to confider of farther and more effedual ways and means to obtain fubfcriptions and 
contributions, fufEcient to enable them to maintain the expence of fending many 
miflionarics abroad. They immediately agreed that the beft argument to mankind was 
example, and the moll: effeSual means to engage others to contribute, was to lead the 
way themfelves, by fubfcribing towards the lupport of the work. Accordingly Arch- 
bilhop Tenifon, the prelident, the vice-prefidents, all the billiops and* members then 
prefent, did fubfcribe a yearly fum to he paid to the treafurer of the fociety for the 
public ufes, accon'.ing to the form of fubfeription drawn up for that purpofe ; having 
now made this advance themfelves, they gave out deputations, under their common 
feal, to feveral of their members, and other perfcais of figure and interell in the 
counties of England and Wales . fignifying their being conllituted and appointed by 
the corporation to take lubfcriptions, and to receive all fums of money which fhould 
be fubferibed or advanced for the purpofes mentioned in the charter ; and here it is to 
be gratefully acknowledged, that feveral worthy perfons did, with a public fpirit, take 
thele deputations to help on with a work fo truly for the national jntereft, and the 
honour of common cliri/lianity ; and did, by their example and inftances, fo influence 
feveral well-difpofed perfons, that confiderable remittances of b(?nela£tions to the cor- 
poration were foon made, which enabled them to enter on the work witli fuccefs. 
There were likewife feveral confiderable fums of money fent into the fociety by perfons 
who defired to conceal their names ; and the fame fpirit and ardour has continued j 
neither has the fociety wanted the encouragement and proteebon of the fuccelTors of 
their royal founder, particularly his late majelly King George 1. and the fociety have 
flill increafing views of fuc^els through the favour of his majelly now reigning, from, 
his known zeal for the Protcllant religion, and royal care for the colonies, fo con* 
Ederable a branch of the Britilli monarchy. 

It is a thing that will certainly excitewonder in the minds of all calm and confiderate 
people, let their religious fentiments or perluafions be what they will, that this fociety, 
with fcarce any fettled fund, lliould be able to maintain, for between forty and fifty 
years, fo extenfive a fcheme as.tl.at of their charier, which tends to rorred almoll alt 
the errors and miftakes that liave hitb.erto happened in the management of our colonies j 
for by their prudent and pious care, great check lias been given to atheifm and irreli- 
gion, a thing of great confcqucnce in our fettlements, ronfidered in a political as w'ell 
as chriftian light j for without it there is no reltraining the Indian traders from being; 
guilty of fuch immoralities, as render us dcfpicable in the eyes of the heathen Indians 
which, as may be eafily conceived, mull tend valUy to our difadvantage, more efpe- 
daily, if at the lame time we relied on the management of the French in this particular, 
who arc very carefunn their endeavours to convert the Indians, and keep up a great 
outward appearance of zeal for religion, which makes Itrong impreflious on the minds 
of the ravages, even though they are not converted, nor have any inclination to become 
Papilts. If by fuch methods they Ihould fo far compafs their ends, as to convert many 
of the Indians, and by that means awe and influence the reft ; it mull be accompanied 
with circumftances very difagreeable to the inhabitants of our colonies, as from the fore- 
.going hiltory of the Indian war will appear. • 

But befides the many and great advantages that would refult from the thorough efla- . 
blifliment of the Proteuant religion through the colonies, withP regard to the condud 
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and behaviour of the people, and the great enlargement of power that would follow in 
cafe the converfion of the Indians was undertaken by praflice as well as preaching, by 
the example of the laymen, as well as the exhortations of the few clergy that are fent 
thither ; there is yet another point that defervcs as ferious regard. The negroes in the 
fervice of our planters, are a prodigious body of people, and as there are but too many 
juft caufes given for apprehending the deftruftion of whole countries from their plots 
and confpiracies, which have been fometimes prevented by accidental, or rather provi- 
dential difeoveries, when they were upon the very point of being executed ; fo it is 
certain, that if thefe people, or the greateft part of them, could be converted, it would 
not only prove ‘a means of taking away thefe apprehenfions, but would alfb add a great 
ftrength to the colonies, in which they are obliged to make ufe of negroes ; for tlicfc 
people would then conceive new notions of their condition, and conllder their being 
fervants to C.hriftians in the light rather of a blefling than a calamity ; it would not 
only make them eafy, but cheerful in their fervitude, and by degrees would be attended 
with more advantages than we can forefee, and yet a very ordinary degree of forefiglit 
will not fail to fliew^ us a great many. That this is, and mull be, attended with many 
difficulties, will be readily granted, but that it is very far from being impracticable, will 
appear from what Dr. Humphreys tells us has been in this refpeti already done, and 
which I take to be as material a point as any that occurs in tlie hillory of this period. 

The negro flaves, fays he, even in thefe colonies, where the fociety fend miffionarics, 
amount to many thoufands of perfons of both fexi^s, and all ages, and moll of them 
are very capable of receiving inflniftions ; even the grown perfons, brought from 
Guinea, quickly learn Tnglifli enough to be undcrflood in ordinary matters ; but the 
children born of negro parents in the colonics are breil up entirely in the Englilh lan- 
guage. The fociety looking upon the inftruftion and converfion of the negroes as a 
principal branch of their care, elleeming it a great reproach to the Chriilian name, that 
ib many thoufands of perlbns Ihould continue in the fame ftate of Pagan darknels under 
a chriftian government, and living in Chriilian families, as they lay before under in 
their own heathen countries ; the fociety, immediately, from their firll inllitution, 
ftrove to promote their converfion, and infoinuch as their income would not enable 
them to fend numbers of catechills fufficient to inftruCl the negroes, yet they rcfolved 
to do their utmoft, and at lead to give this work the mark of their highdl approbation. 
They wrote, therefore, to all their miffionarics, that they ffiould ufe tiieir belt endea- 
vours, at proper times, to inftruct the negroes ; and (liould cfpecialiy take occafion fo 
recommend it zealoully to the rHalters, to order their flaves, at convenient times, to 
come to them, that they might be inflruded. 

Thefe direftions had a good efTeft, and fome hundreds of negroes have been 
inftru£led, received ba})tifm, anil been brought to the communion, and lived very 
^ orderly lives. It is a matter of commendation to the clergy, tliat they have done thus 
much in fo great and difficult a work. But alas ! what is the inftruftion of a few hun- 
dreds in fcveral years, with refpeft to the many thoufands uninftrufted, unconverted, 
Kving and dying downright Pagans ? It mull be confefled, what hath been done is as 
nothing, with regard to what a true Chriilian would hope to fee efl'e£led. But the dif- 
ficulties the clergy meet with in this good work are exceeding great. 'J'he firll is, the 
negroes want time to receive inftrudions ; feveral mailers allow their negroes only 
Sundays for reft, and then the minillers of the parilhes are fully employed in other 
dutie^* anH cannot attend them. Many planters, in order to free themfelves from the 
• troubte knd charge of feeding and clothing their flaves, allow them one day in a week 
to dear ground and ^laht it, to fubfift themfelves and families ; fome allow all Satur- 
* day j 
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day ; feme half Saturday and Sunday ; others allow only Sunday. How can the negro 
attend for inftruftion, who, on half Saturday and Sunday, is to provide food and rai- 
ment for hiinfelf and family for the week following ; the negro will urge in his own 
excufe, that the fupport 01 himfelf and all that is dear to him, doth abfolutely depend 
upon tliis his necellary labour on Saturday and Sunday; but if this be not ftridly jufti- 
fiable, yet it is certain the miferable man's plea will engage the reader’s cornpaffion. 

This is the cafe in fome colonies, in others it differs. In fome places the negroes do 
the whole labour of the country in the field, in others they are ufed only as houfe fer* 
vants. Another difficulty arifes from the habitations and fettlements of the maftens 
being at a great dittance from each other in mofl places in the colonies,, for which rea- 
fon neither can a minifler go to many families, it the negroes were allowed time to 
attend him, nor can a proper number of them alfemble together at one place, without 
a cenfiderable lofs of time to their mafters. But the greatefl: obftruftion is, the mafters 
theinfelvcs do not confider enough the obligation which lies upon them, to have their 
Haves inftrufled. Some have be(’n fo weak as to argue the negroes had no fouls, others 
that they grew worfe being taught and made Chriftians. 1 would not mention th^e, 
if they were not popular arguments ftill, becaufe they have no foundation in reafon or 
truth. 

After the Society had given the general order mentioned before^ to all their mif- 
fionaries, for the inflrudlion of the Haves, they agreed to ufe another method, which 
they believed w'ould more fuccefsfully promote tins work. They opened a catcchifing 
fchool for the flaves at New York, fin the year 1704, in which city there were com- 
puted to be about one thoufand five hundred negro and Indian Haves, and many of 
their mailers well difirofed to have them made Chrillians. 'I’he Society hoped this 
example fet, might kindle a zeal in fome other good people, to carry on this work 
which they were unable to efied , and to ereft fchools for the infiruction of the negroes, 
and to employ catcchiits to teach them at appointed times ; and that the legiflature of 
the colonies would by a law oblige all Haves to attend for inflrudion. I'he Society 
found foon, it was not cafy to procure a perfon proper to be a catechiH: : Mr. Elias 
Ncau, a layman, then living in New York city as a trader, was reprcfeiitcd to be the 
properell perfon fi'ii that office. He was by nation a Frenchman, and made a con- 
feffion of the Protellant religion in France, for which he had been confined many years 
in prifon, and feven years in the galleys ; when he got releafed, he went to New York, 
and trailed there ; and had the charader, from people of all perfuafions, of a man of 
piety, of Ibber ileportment and ferious life. He accepted of the oiler of being catechift ; 
and his former fufferings on account of his religion did, with great advantage, recom- 
mend him to be a teacher of the ChriHian faith, and his humility enabled him to bear 
with the many inconveniences in teaching tlu fe poor people. 

He entered upon his office in the year 1704 with great diligence. At firll he w'as 
obliged to go from houfe to houfe to inllrud the negroes ; this was out of meafure 
laborious ; afterwards he got leave that they Ihould come to his houfe ; this W'as a con- 
fiderable rtlitf. Th*ere were two oblli udions ftill ; the time was much too ftiort, and 
the place inconvenient, for teaching the great number of negroes ; a little time in the 
dulk of the evening, after hard labour all day, was the whole time allowed them for 
learning and for relaxation, Juid to vifit their wives and chilJreH, which were generally 
in other, fam^ies, not in their mailers. At this time their bodies were fo fatigued that 
their attention could not be great. They were dull and fleepy, and remcnxbered they 
inuft rife early the next day to their labour ; the place alfo was incommodious, being 
the uppermoft floor of Mr. Neau’s houfe, and was not able to hold conveniently a linall 
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part of the flaires that might refort thither. Befides, the negroes were much difcou- 
raged from embracing the Chriftian religion, upon account of the very little regard 
fliewed them in any religious refpeft. Their marriages were performed by mutual 
confent only, without the blefling of the church ; they were buried by thofe of their 
own country, or complexion, in the common field, without any Chriftian office, per- 
haps fome ridiculous heathen rites were performed at the grave by fome of their own 
people. No notice was given of their being fick, that they might be vifited ; on the 
contrary, frequent difcourfes were made in converfation that they had no fouls, and 
periflied as beafts. 

Mr.Neau contended with thefe difficulties, and notwithftanding all, proved an iuftrii- 
ment of bringing many to the knowledge of the Chriftian faith : he took great pains in 
reading to them, in making fliort colledions out of books on the catechifm, and in 
making an abftrafl: of the hiftorical part of the Scriptures ; fo that many who could 
not read, could yet, by memory, repeat the hiftory of the creation of the world, the 
flood, the giving of the law, the birth, miracles, and crucifixion of our Lord, and tiie 
chipf articles and doftrines of Chriflianity. This was a work of great p.iins and 
humanity. Mr.Neau performed it diligently, difcourfing familiarly with ihofe poor 
people, and labouring earneflly to accommodate his difcourfe to their capacities. Ills 
labours were very, fuccefsful. A confiderable number of the fhives could give a i'ufficient 
account of the grounds of their faith, as feveral of the clergy, who examined them 
publicly, before they gave them baptifm, have acquainted the Society. In the mean 
time, while the Society was thinldng of farther wa)% to advance this work, a calamity 
appeared, which mightily difeouraged this country from promoting the inflruction of 
their Haves. 

In the year 1712 a confiderable number of the negroes of the Carmantcc and Pappa 
nations, formed a plot to deftroy all theEnglifli, in order to obtain iheir liberty, and 
kept their conl'piracy fo fecret that there w^as no fufpicion of it, until it came 10 the 
very execution ; however, the blow was, by God s afliflance, happily defeated. The 
plot was this : The negroes fet fire to a houfe in York city, on a Sunday night in April, 
about the going down of the moon ; the fire alarmed the town, who from all parts run 
to it. The confpirators planted themfelvcs in feveral ftreets and lanes leading to the 
fire, and Ihot or ftabbed the people as they were running to it. Some of the wounded 
efcaped and acquainted the government, and prcfently liy the firing a great gun from 
the fort, the inhabitants were called under arms, and prevented from running to the 
fire ; a body of men was foon njifed, which eafily fcaitered the negroes j they had 
killed about eight perfons, and wounded twelve more. In their flight fome of them 
fhot themfelves, others their wives, and then thcmfelves ; fome abfeonded a few days, 
and then killed themfelves, for fear of being taken, but a great many were taken, and 
eighteen fulFered death. This wicked confplracy was at firli apprehended to be general 
among all the negroes, and opened the mouths of many to fpeak againfl giving the 
negroes inftruftion. Mr. Neau durfl hardly appear abroad for fome days, his fchool 
was blamed, as the main occafion of this barbarous plot. But up'on the trial of the 
wretches, there were but two of all his fohool fo much as charged with the plot, and 
only one was a baptifed man ; and in the people’s heat, upon flender evidence, perhaps, 
too haftily condemned ; for foon after he was acknowledged to be innocent by the com- 
mon voice j the other was not bapdfed. It appeared plain that he was in. th4 confpi- 
racy, hut guiltlefs of his matter’s murder, who was Hooglands, an eminent merchant. 

full trial, the guilty negroes were found to be fuch as never came to Neau’s 
fchool } and what is.veny obfervable, the perfons whofe negroes were found to be moft 
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ffuilfy, were fuch as were the declared oppofersof making them Chriftians: however, 
a great jealoufy was now raifed, and the common cry was very loud againft inftrucling 
the negroes. 

The common-council of New York city made an order, forbidding the negroes to 
go about the ftreots after fun-fet without lanthorns and candles. This was in etFcct, 
forbidding them to go to Mr, Neau’s fchool ; for none of them could get lanthorns, or 
come to him before iun-fet ; but fome time after, the more ferious and moderate people 
abated of this violence ; it appearing to be a plot of a few only, not a general one of all 
the negroes, no conlequence attended theadion, and the people gnov more compofod. 
Robert Hunter, FJq. the govcrnoi' of the province, obferved thek fears were ill 
grounded, and that Mr. Ncau’s Icliolars were not the guilty negroes; and therefore, in 
r)rder to fupport the defign of inllruding them, he was pleafed to vifit his fchool, 
attended by the Society’s iniilionaries and feveral perfens of note, and publickly de- 
clared his approbatiem of the defign ; and afterw'ards, by a proclamation put out agairill 
immoralities and vice, he recommended to the clergy of the country, to exhort their 
congregations ifom li.e pulpit, to promote the initrudion of the negroes. This gave 
new life again to the \:ork, and the negroes frequented Mr. Neau’s fchool as before; 
feveral w'ere inllruded, and afterwards examined publickly in the church before the 
congregation, by the Reverend Mr. Vefey ; and gave a very fatisfadory account of 
their faitli, and received baptifm. 

I'he Society had riccounis from time to time of Mr. Neau’s diligence and fuccefs*, 
particularly one very ample tcflimdnial, figned by the giwcrnor (Robert Hunter, Efq.) 
the council, the lord mayor, and recorder of New York, and the two chief jullices, 
fetliug lorth, 'llrat hlr. Neau had demeaned himfelf in all things as a good Chrillian, 
and a gooil I'ubjed ; that in the llation of cafecliill lie had, to the great advancement 
of religion in general, and the particular beneiir of the free Indians, negro flaves, and 
other heathens in thofe parts, widi indefatigable zeal and application, performed that 
fervice three limes a week ; aiul, that they did fincercly believe, that as a oatechifl, he ., 
dill in a very eminent degree del'erve the countenance, favour, and proteclion of the 
Society. 'I’hc Society were fullv fatisfied with Mr. Neau’s behaviour, and continued 
to feud him numbers of catccluims and fiiiall trads of devotion and mllrudion, to give 
among the Haves and l’er\, nils at his diferetion. Mr. Neau perfcvercd with the fame 
diligence till tile year 1722, in winch I;e died, much regretted by all who knew his 
labours. 

I’he Society have heim very careful in carrying oi\ that great and good work, as far 
as in their power lay, ever fmee; and though they have not been fo fuccelsful as they 
could have wilheil, yet their difappointments liave not been of a nature to make them 
tlefpair, and we may real'onably prelume, that by degrees, and by a conhant perfe- 
verance, they will, in ])rocefs I'f time, overcome all dilHculties. 

C. After the acceflion ol ^ueen Anne to tlie crown, and this nation’s engaging in 
another genera! war againlt France, it w as thought a thing of very great confequence 
to fecure the five Indian nations bordering upon New England and New York; and 
therefore, inllead of waiting for an ajiplicarioi^ from the Society, an order w'as direded 
to them from the Privy Council upon this fubjefl; ; and they were direflod to fend over 
mifiionaries without delay, with a promife that they (hould be properly fupported ; and 
this ill terms that very plainly (hewed the Government looked upon it as a matter that 
did not only regard the Church, but the State. The Society, upon this, font over, 
very foon after, one Mr. Moor, arid intended to haye fent over other iniilionaries if hi.% 
endeavours had met with any fuccefs. The fcheme was very wife and very good, yet 
VOL. xn. 30 "it 
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it did not anfwer In the execution, for want, as I conceive, of proper expence about 
it. In a national concern like this, money (liould not have been fpared, and great care 
ought to have been taken in preparations before any thing had been hazarded in the 
execution ; fo that a number of mi/iionaries fhoulJ have entered the Indian countries at 
once, fome or other of which would certainly have fallen upon the right way of gaming 
the affection of thefe people, which it feems wiis not the good fortune of Mr. Moor ; 
who arriving at New York in 1704, was very well received by Lord Cornbury, who 
was then governor of that colony, and wlio alfo gave him all the adillance he could 
defire in his miflion ; but the hlohocks, to whom he addreffed himfelf, did not treat 
him as he expected ; for at firfl they feemed to exprefs very great fatisfaftion at his 
arrival, and to be extremely well pleafed with his concern for their falvation ; but they 
trifled with him afterwards, and at laft gave him plainly to underltand, that his coming 
amongft them would be to little purpofe ; for under pretence that religion was a public 
concern, in which all their families and little clans had an equal concern, fo that he 
could not be received by any without the common confent, they put him off from time 
to time, and would have put him off for ever, if, after a year’s waiting, he had not 
returned to New York; where he embarked on board a ihip for England, but was 
unhappily loft in his paffage. 

Thus was the‘ attempt fruftrated ; but the Society received accounts that this 111 
fuccefe was owing not only to the averfion of the Indians to Chriftianity, but was very 
much occafioned by the artifices of the French Jefults, who induftrioufly obftrufled the 
labours of the Englifli miflionaries among them, and left no meims untried to feduce 
them from their fidelity to the crown of England, and keep them in a continual war 
with the Englifh. And indeed all the evils that the Engliih colonies have undergone 
during the laft war, Iiave been occafioned by the Indians, that is, thofe Indians which 
the Jefuits have by their artifices corrupted ; for among the five nations there is a great 
number of French Jefuits, who are incorporated, by adoption, into their tribes, and as 
fuch they oftentatioufly affume Iroquois names ; and the chief of tlie poor filly Indians, 
confidering them as perfons, of their own blood, do intirely confide in them, and admit 
them into their councils, from whence one may eafily imagine whiit diforders the 
Jefuits make in their affairs. Befidcs, the Indians bordering on New England are the 
moft cruel and barbarous of all the fuvage nations, and have deftroyed all their Innocent 
neighbours. J’hey arc always unfixcrl, either rambling for feveral months together, 
or hunting, or upon warlike expeditions ; and at their return to their villages, have 
generally forgot all their former inltruQions, and it is impoffible for any minifter to 
accompany them in their rambles of three or tour hundred leagues at a time. After 
this good endeavour was defeated, the Indians remained without inftru£tion, except 
that fome few were taught by the Dutch minifter at Albany. But the year 1709 pro- 
duced an event, which the Society hoped might have had very happy confequences, 
and fixed Chriftianity among the Iroquois. Four fachems, or four chief perfons ol 
four nations of the Iroquois, came in the nature of ambaffadors to England, confirming 
the peace made with the governor of New York, and requelting her majelly would be 
pleafed to direft that their fubjefts might be inftrutfed in Chriftianity, and minifters 
might be fent to refide amongft them. 

The Archbifhop of Canterbury received thereupon, the following letter frQm the 
Earl of Sunderland, then one of her hiajefty’s principal I’ecretaries of ftate. * » 

“ iVIy'^Lord, Whitehall, April 20, 1710. 

The inclofed being a copy of what has been given to the Queen, by the ambaflTa- 
dors lately arrived from the five Indian nations ; 1 am ordered by her majelly to tranf- 
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niit it to your Grace, and lo fignify to you her pleafure, that you lay it before the 
Society for propagating religion, that they may confidcr what may be the mod proper 
ways of cultivating that good difpofition thefe Indians feeiii ro be in for receiving the 
ChriHian faith, and for fending thither lit perfons for that purpofe, and to report theit 
opinion withoilt lofs of time, that the fame may be laid before her inajelly. 

“ I am, &c. Sunderland, See.” 

The archbifl.op was then much indifpofed, and confined to his houfe with the gout, 
and therefore fignified to the fecretary of the Society to call a committee to meet at 
Lambeth ; a coinniirtee met, and it was agreed there, and afterwards by the Society at 
a general meeting, that two miflionaries fiiould be font to the Mohock and Oncydess 
Indians, with a fidary of one hundred and fifty pounds fterling each, togetlier with an 
interpreter and fchool-mafter, to teach the young Indians ; and this opinion was humbly 
laid before the Queen ; her majefty was farther pleafed to direfl, that a fort fiiould be 
built among the Mohocks, at the Government’s expence, witli a chapel and a manfion 
houfe for the minificr, for his greater conveniency and lecurity, and that the religious 
offices might be periormed with due decency ; a fort was foon after built one hundred 
and fifty feet fquare, and garrifonetl with twenty foldiers and an officer, and a hopfe and 
clitipel completed. The Reverend Mr. iXndrews was appointed miliionary, and Mr. 
Claufen, who had been feveral years employed as interpreter by the government of 
New York, in tranfadions with the Indians, was received as interpreter to Mr, An- 
drews, and Mr. Oliver made fchool-mafter. Mr. Andrews was particularly direded by 
the Society, to ufe all poflible means to perfuade the Indians to let their children learn 
Englifli ; and the fchool-maftcr was to make it his whole bufinefs to teach them. The 
Society was now in good hopes this attempt would prove fuccefsful, fince her majefty 
was to gracioufly pleafid to provide for the fecurity of the miliionary, by building a 
fort juft by the Mohocks’ caftle, to which the men and children might eafily refort to 
be iuftru6ted ; and the I'achcms, the chief perfons of this people, had been in England, 
received many iiiarks of royal favour, had been eye-witnelfes of the greatnefs of the 
natioti, had been nobly entertained here, and carried home to their own countries 
fafely and honourably, and had tliemfelves alfo defired their people might be inftruded 
in tlic Chriftian faith. 

Mr. Andrews arrived at Albany in November 1712. The fachems who had been 
carried home before he went from England, were convened by order of the governor 
of New York, to meet Mr. Andrews and the commiffioners for Indian affairs at Albany, 
in order to give a public authority and fantdion to Mr. Andrews’s miffion, and that tne 
fachems might receive him their minifter with greater folemnity. The fachems came to 
Albany, met the commillioncrs for Indian affairs, and Mr. Andrews, the miffionary, 
made a long fpeech to tlte fachems, reminding them how gracious her majefty was in 
building a fort, fending a minifter to them ; put them in mind how earneftJy they had 
requeftedit; and fet forth what advantages they and their children would reap by 
being taught our religion and learning. A letter from the Archbifhop of Canterbury 
was delivered to them, and afterwards read to them in Indian by hir. Claufen, the 
interpreter of the province. Some of the fachems made fpeeches, and returned thanks 
to the queen, exprefled a great latisfadfion in having a muiifter fent them, and received 
Mr Andrews as fuch, and promifed him all civil and kind ufiige. 

The wfiole affair was tranfatfted with much ceremony, the fachems returned home, 
Mr. Andrews ftaid fome time at Albany to refrefh himfelf ; foon after he went up to the 
fort, two hundred miles from New York, accompanied by Robert Livingfton, Efq, 
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the mayor of Albany, Capt. Mathews, Mr. Stroopman of Scheneftady, the Reverend 
Mr. Barclay, and feveral other gentlemen ; he was prcfcntly vilitcd by a great many 
Indians, men, women, and children, who fainted him with abundance of joy, and bid 
him welcome to their country. The caltle or chief town of thefe Mo|||pcks is neigh- 
bouring CO the queen’s fort, confilling ol' about fd'iy wigwams or houfes ; thefe wigwanLs 
are huts made of mats, or barks of trees put together with poles about three or four 
yards high. The Mohocks clothing is a lliort cloke, like a mantle, made of a blanket, 
or bear-fkin. Their bed is'a mat, nr tkin, laid on the ground, 'riiey paint and greafe 
themfelves very much with bears iat clarified. They cut the hair oil from one fide of 
their heads, and tie up fome of that on the other fide in knots, on the crown, with 
feathers. The men are very flotliful, the women very laborious, mere fervants to their 
hulbands. They carry all burdens, fetch the venifon home their hulbands kill (the 
men are too lazy to bring it), get in the wood to burn and drofs it ; carry their children 
on their backs in their rambles of many hundreds of miles ; hoc* the ground and plant 
all the Indian corn that is railed. The language of thefe people is very diilicull, their 
ideas are very few, and their words therefore not many, but as long as fenienccs, ex- 
prelling by a long rumbling found what we do in a Ihort word. 'I'here is here no 
manner of convtnieiicy of life lor a miliionary; for lour or five moiitlis in the year 
there is fcarce any llirring abroad, by reafon of the extraordinary coliinefs of the wea- 
ther, and the deep fnows that lull ; and in the fuminer-time, th<’ ilies ami niufketocs are 
almolt intolerable, and the rat! iefnakes very dangerous ; the nearelt jdace of getting 
any provifions is at Schenedady, twenty-four miles dillant, or from Albany forty-four 
miles off. The road to thefe places is, for the moll part, only a fmall, rough Indian 
path through vail woods, wliere riding is very dangerous, l)y reafon of llie road being 
in many places flopped with fallen trees, roots. Hones, aiui holes ; bolides many lleep 
hills, and dead fwamps or I)ogs in the way; then; was notliing delirable to be fecn ; 
the face of the earth rude and uncultivated, like the wild inhabitants ; no plcafurc to 
be found but that of doing good to the miferahle natives. 

Thefe were the circumitaiices of the place atid people, wdiither Mr. Andrew's w’as 
appointed ; and notwirhllanding all thefe inconveiiiencies he rclided there, and invited 
the Indians to come to him ; many came; he ufed very often to d'lfcourfe w'ith them, 
inllru ding them in the chief articles of the faith, and giving them IIku'C general accounts 
of our religion. This w as done by the helj) of Mr. C'!ai)!eu, who alw ays attended and 
interpreted to the Indians. Mr. C’laufcn had been formerly taken prifoner by the Indians, 
lived long among them, and uyderuood their language fullicicntly. Mr. Andrev.s 
uf ’d to draw up lliort accounts of the Chrilliau doitriiics, and fome hillorical parts of 
the Bible; particularly the creation of the world, and miracles of the Lord. The 
interpreter uled to read them to the Indians, and divine fervice uled to be performed 
in Englilh to the foldiers in t!ic garrifon. 'The fchoolmaller, Mr. Oliver, opened his 
fchool ; the Indians, at lirll, feat many of their children ; he began to teach them 
EngliHi ; the parents obllinately refufed to have them taught Englilh ; all polllble 
endeavours were ufed to perfuade them, they Hill perlifted. Mr.' Andrews font this 
account to tlie Society, and rather than quite lireak with the Indians, the fchoolmaller, 
and interpreter, began to teach the cliildrea a little in Indian. 'I'he Society were 
forced to comply witli tlie Indians obllinacy : they procured an irnprellion ol horp- 
books and primers in Indian, for the children, lent them great numbers, ^ as ttlJfo lea- 
thern iqjk-borns, pni-knivits, a quantity of paper of feveral Ibrts, and leveral other 
little necelfaries. The children were now taught in Indian, and were treated with great 
Idndnefs; no corre^iOJt dared to be ufed, for the parents were fo fond ol their 
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children, and valued learning fo little they thought it not worth gaining, at the leaft 
'difpleafmg of their children. ^ 

To engage them farther to learn, Mr. Andrews ufed to give the children who came 
to fchool vi£tu|||s, and feme fmall utenfils for their parents. The children ufed often 
to come for the fake of getting viftuals, for the Indians are frequently drove to great 
extremities on account of their making little or no provifion before hand. The children 
had a good natural capacity, and an aptnefs for learning ; many of them begun to read, 
and foine to write, d'his method oi' giving them viciuals, engaged the parents to feud 
them lor Tome time to ichool. In the mean time Mr. Andrews proceeded to inftruft 
the grown Indians by help of the interpreter, in fome of the chief arlioJcs of faith, and 
rules 01 lilt ; divine lei vice was con Itantlv performed on Sundays and holidays in Eng- 
lilh, to tin* folulers^ and fuch Indians as underllood anv Eng'lilh frequently attended in 
tl>e'chai)e! : the cha]a;l was very d ('cent ly adorned: (lueeii Anne had given a hand- 
loTue [iirnitii} e for tlie conmuiniomtable ; the imperial arms of Jhiglaiul painted on 
c;mva.'. w 're ri7':( d up in the' cIku-'*!. Arclibiihop gave twelve large Bibles very 

linely hound, lor the uu* ol tue chapel, with painted tables containing tile Creed, 
laird’s Ihayer, and 'Tcai th nmnaiulments. Mr. Andrews was very civil to all the 
Ind.ians v !i<i canu^ to h.e;ir him ; uled frcquentlv to (‘ntertain tlicin at his houfe, and 
give tliem ju'ovifions luune with them when tiny wanted very mu(;li, and that ilicy 
oiien tlid. 

'rhe Society, finca* they could by no means prevail wdih the Indians to learn Englifh, 
neither young nor old, hdxmred to get fome good tranilations made of parts of the 
Scripture, at Icafl, into tlie Indian language', thougfi (.‘xceeJing improper to convey a 
due* idea ol the (.dirihian tio.lrines; as being willijig, by all methods ol compliance, to 
gain foinetliing' u)')t'n them : the Society were iruicli ailiited in this by Mr. Freeman, 
a very worthy C.alviird miniiler ; he Inu! been live years minifler at Scheiieclady, to 
a Diiicli congrv'gation, aiu! had be('n empluyed by tlie Ihirl of Bellamonr, in the year 
1700, to cciivt'rt tile Indians, Ih* had a g(X)d knowledgx'' oi the tilalccl: of the 
M(diocks, which is underllood by all the Irocpiois, w ho reach near four hundred miles 
beyond Albany, I'he Society applied to him ior any proper papers wrote in that lan- 
guage, which he inight have, lie acquainted the Society, tiiat he had tranlkited into 
Indian, ilie Mornim*; and I'iveiiing Pra\ers from (Uir Liturgy, iht' whole Cofpel of St. 
Matljew, tlu' tiua c' lirll cliapt<. ot (L'uchs, f veral cha])ters of Kxodus, ievcral Pfalms, 
many portJ<uis oi the Scripture relating to thei irlli, pailioi^ refuiTcalon, and afceiifion 
of our Lord; and leveral ediapters of the ludl lipilllg to tlie Corinthians, particularly 
the lilteenth chapter, proving; the refurreCti(m of the dead. He very franldy gave the 
Society a copy oi tlade tranikilions, wh.ieli were lent to Mr. Andrews for Ins help, and 
they were a great help to him. He ufed li equenily to read fome of thefe to the Indians, 
and thry could comprehend well ('uough f.y liis re.itiing. Lm tf:e Society w ere delirous 
fome part ol the ScrIjUures rniglit be printed in Indian, and the copies given to the 
liidiaijs, and they taugJil at lealt to re-id lli:it ; aecordiugiy the Morning; and Evening 
PrayiT, the Litany, tlie C.hurch Catechifm, leunily Prayer, and fcveral chapters oi* the 
Old and New Teltament were printed at New York, ddic copies WTre fent to Mr. 
Aiidrew'S, and he gave them to lucli ol the Indians as knew any thing of letters. 

]Ie had hopes now ol fome iucceis in his million; leveral of the women and fome 
men began* to lead more orderly lives. They w'cre inllrucfcd, and retained well in 
their memory what the chief articles of our faith are, and rules of life ; a number 
were baptized, and particular accounts were fent regularly to the Society. Mr, An- 
drews w'as willing to try what good he could do in anolher nation of ilic Indians; he 
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travelled to the callle of Onydans, one hundred miles diftant from the Mohocks ; the 
country all the way was a valt wildemefs of wood, and the road through it was a narrow 
path. He was forced to carry all necefl'aries with him, and at night to lie upon a bear’s Ikin. 
When he arrived at the caftle he was vifited by more than one hundt^ people, who 
feemed all glad to fee him ; he read feveral papers to them, ftaid fomc Tme with them, 
and, after inftrutbon, baptized feveral, whofc names have been tranfmitted to the 
lociety. Mr. Andrews afterwards returned to the Mohocks, his place of refidence. 
In a Ihort time the Indians grew weary of infl ruction ; the men grown w'ould go out in 
bodies a hunting for feveral months, and forget all they had been tauglu ; and the 
young boys, when they grew up, were taken out by their fathers to hunt, and fo loft 
all they had got. This roving life utterly deftroyed all the miflionary’s and fchool- 
mafter’s labours. 

But befides this difficulty, and the natural averfenefs of the Indians to learning, two 
misfortunes happened which created a jealoufy, and afterwards a hatred in the Indians 
againft all the Englifli as well as againft their religion. Some jefuits, cmiffaries from 
Quebec, among the Canada Indians, adjoining to the Iroquois, had inful'ed into the 
minds of thofe people, that the 1‘jiglifh did not intend, by building a fort among the 
Iroquois, to teach them their religion, but to cut them all ofl' at a proper jundlure ; and 
that a box had .been found accidentally, left by the Englifli when they attempted 
Quebec, containing papers which difeovered this intention of the Englifli. The Canada 
Indians believed this idle ftory, and fpread it among all the Iroquois. This ftirred up 
fome jealoufy, but a further misfortune quite fet the Indians againft the Englifli ; fonie 
of the Tufeararo Indians who had fled from North Carolina after the war there with the 
Englifli, came and fettled in the country of the Onontages, one of the Iroquois nations 
bordering on the Mohocks. Thefe people being enraged at the Englifli, ftirred up the 
Onontages againft them, telling them they had been moft barbaroufly ufed and drove 
out of their country, and the Englifli watched only for an opportunity to extirpate them 
too. The other Indians were too eafily perfuaded to believe every thing the 'I’ufcararo 
Indians told them ; fo that when any of thefe people came by the Mohocks Caftle and 
the Queen’s Fort, in their way to Albany, to trade and buy themfelves neceflaries, 
they ufed only to mock at Mr. Andrews when ho would offer to talk to them about 
religion, and when he proffered to go to their abode they ahfolutcly forbade him. 

In a little time the old Mohocks left oft' coming to the Chapel to Mr. Andrews, and 
the children came no more to fchool. Mr. Andrews wTOtc the fodety word of the ill 
fuccefs of his miflion, though he had fpared no pains ; that the hopeful beginnings 
proved of no efFefl; at laft ; and that he b(;gan to defpair of converting the Indians. The 
ibciety found now', from feveral accounts, that the miffion among the Indians proved 
fruitlefs ; that it was not poftible to teach them the Chriftian religion, before they were 
in fome degree civilized ; and they found the following difficulties did only hinder that. 
No way could be found to cng'age the Indians to lead a fettled life, to apply themfelves 
to cultivate the ground, to build towns, and to raife cattle ; they would fUll rove through 
their vaft woods many hundreds of miles, depending for their fubfift’ence upon the game 
they could kill. ■ They would eat all forts of carrion, and in fome long rambles, when 
by various accidents they could get no game, would kill and eat one another, even their 
wivw, and that without any concern or remorfe. Generally half of a hord or natic^ 
went out a hunting or a warring upon a neighbouring nation together, and on thofe 
cxpeditions*'forgot all the little they had learned, and at their return were as mere 
.favng^ as ever. They cOuld not be diffuaded from taking wives and leaving them at 
that ^eafure ; this ,nob only hindered religion from being fixed among mem, but 
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was the caufe that a great many aged men and women perifhed miferably, as having 
no one to take any care of them. 

They would, in their wars, ufe fhe greateft barbarities, and deftroy all the prifoners 
they could tak<^by fuch extreme tortures, it would move too much horror in the reader 
to repeat in thi^lace. It is true, they were very fond of their children, but they per- 
verted oven fo good a principle ; they would not oblige them to learn any manual art, 
or our language, but let them live a lazy bcRial life : nay, fome of the young children 
who have by chance fallen into the Englifli hands, and lived in families, been taugh. 
our language, learnt a decent behaviour, and known foinething of tillage or handicraft; 
when they have grown up have run wild again, have thrown oft' th§ir clothes, and 
chi;fe rather to ramble naked almoft in the w'oods with their own people, than to live a 
fober and fettled life. But the greateft obftructioti to their being civilized, was their 
greedinel’s of ftrong liquors, efpecially rum, and the fatal eft'edt drunkennefs hath upon 
them. When they drink they will never leave off till they have gone to the greateft 
cxcefs, and in this condition th'w are moft wretched objects. They grow quite mad, 
burn their own little huts, muiucT their wives and children, or one another ; fo that 
their wives are forced to Ixide their guns or hatchets, and themfelves too, for fear of 
mifehief. And if the men, through this excefs, fall into any licknefs, they perifli 
luiferaltly, as having no methods of helping themfelves by phyfic or otherwife. 

It is, indeed, matter of great wonder, that thefe wretched people who have lived 
joining to the lingliih fettlemeiits fo many years, and cannot but obferve that the 
Eugliih, by agriculture, raife provifions out of a fmall fpot of ground, to fupport in 
plenty great numbers of people ; whereas they, by their hunting, cannot get a wretched 
fubfiftence out of all their wildenieffes of feveral hundred leagues in extent, fttould ftill 
refufc to till their ground or learn any manual art ; fliould ftill live a brutal life, infen- 
fible of lhameor honour. It is true, the Englifti have taken from them exceeding large 
countries, yet this, far from being a prejudice, would be a vaft advantage to them, if 
they would but learn the Englilh language, arts, and induftry. They have ftill an 
imnienfe extent of land, part of which, if duly cultivated, is able to maintain many 
millions of people more than they are. It might have been imagined the Sachems, 
that is, thofe petty •kings who were in England in the late Queen’s time, fhoulJ have 
been fo Itrongly atfcdlcd with feeing the grandeur, pleaiure, and plenty of this nation, 
that wlieii they came to their own countries, they would have tried to reduce their 
people to a polite life ; would have employed their whole power to expel that rude bar- 
barilin, and introduce arts, manners, and religion ; but the contrary happened ; they 
funk themfelves into their okl brutal life ; and though they had feen this great city, 
W'hen they came to their own woods they grew all favage again. 

Mr. Andrews wrote feveral accounts more in 171 8, that all his labours proved 
ineftedtual. That the Indians would not fend ilieir children to fchool, and nobody 
came to the chapel ; that the four other nations ol the Iroquois, as tliey came by the 
Mohocks Caltle, infulted and threatened him ; that the interpreter and fchool-mafter 
perceived all their llibour was loft, and that they were frequently in danger of their 
lives if they went out of the fort. The focietv received thefe accounts with much dif- 
fatisfaftion, as being extremely contrary to what their good defires had made thefu 
hope. However, they were lb unwilling tt) abandon this wretched people to themfelves, 
that they wyould not dilmifs Mr. Andrews from his niiftion, upon his own rcprefentatioti 
of his ill fuccefs. They wrote to the governor of New York, Robert flunter Ef^. 
acquainted him with the accounts they had received, and requefteil the favour of kis 
Excellency to caufe an inquiry to be made, whether Mr. Antjrews’s labours were 'fo* 
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fruitlefs among the Indians, and fubmltted to his judi'.mcnt to difmifs Mr. Andrews if 
they fliould be ib found. The accounts tninfinitted hitl'.er were found true upon exa- 
mination, and Mr. Andrews left that miferable race of men. 

We have chofen to give the whole of this remarkable account together, that the 
reader may fee, and bi' fully apprifed of the many and great obllacles that lie in the 
v.'ay of our bringing the Indians to embrace our intereft together with our religion ; but 
there are Hill hopes, that as the focicty procccils in the great defign of fettling a regular 
clergy in our colonics, and thereby inlluoncing the jdanters, not only to profefs, but 
to diew thcmfelvcs Chrillians ; thefe obltacK'S will be lefl'ened by degrees, and the 
Indians come to have a better opinion of our laiih, in the fame proportion that they 
grow better pleafed with the juRiee and regularity oi our behaviour towards them ; but 
in the mean time what has beeit related Ihcws that this imj^ortant taflc has not remained 
unattempted, and that if it has been in fomc meafurc interrupted, tliis interritplion 
was occafioned by accidents unforefeen, inevitable, and in their nature hitherto 
uuconquerable. 

7. But it is now time for us to proceed to that great and fingular expedition, under- 
taken in tlie Queen’s reign, for difpoifefling the brencli of Ouebec, and driving them 
entirely out of Canada. I’liis was lirR conceived practicable, and I'leafures taken lor 
putting it in execution, in the year 1707, at which time the Earl td Sunderland, then 
fecrctary of Rate, wrote to the government of New Ettgland, to prepare for giving 
what alliRancc lay in their power, towards a defign ol Rich importance to, and fo olleii 
recommended by, the people of that colony ; who from the time Sir William Pliipjis 
inifcarried in it, were continually wilhing lor an opjxntunity to recover their credit, and 
to revenge their lofs upon the French, by renewing tlieir attempts u]>ou Canada. The 
perfon then intended to command the land troojis, was Cleneral Maccartne^ , and every 
thing was fettled with refped to his voyage, when the fatal battle of iVlmanza, in S]jain, 
made it abfolutely necefl'ary to fend the troops deligned lor tliis fervice into that country, 
to prevent the total ruin of the late Fmperor’s, then King (iharles, affairs. 'I'lie cir- 
cumRances of tlie w'ur in fucceeding years liindered the revival of this project till the 
change of the miniltry, and then it was refolvcd upon afrelli, as llic moll eilectual 
means of forcing France into a fpeedy and folul peace. • 

blow it was executed is a v.rv lianl talk to lav ; but we will make ufe of the account 
publiRiedby the fecrctary of the admiral!) , wdio had it in iiis pow er to give the fullcit 
find faircR relation oi this mattei' ; and if he has not done fo, we know not 
whereto find a better, lie lti.'.s us die Queen’s iuRructions to Sir Hovcudeii Walker, 
R'''ar Admiral of the White, were dated the 1 ith day of April 1711, by w'hich he was 
ordered to take under his command, tlie 'I’orbaj, a lliip of eighty guns, the Fdgar, 
Swiftfhure, and Monmouth, of leventy guns ; and Dunkirk, Sunderlantl, Kingllon, 
and Montague, of iixty guns, with two bomb vcflels; as alfo theTeopard and Saphire, 
one of fifty and the other ol' thirty guns, lent before to North America ; with all thefe, 
except the two laR, together with the Rore-lhips and traiifports deligned on the expe- 
dition, he w'as, as foon as might be, to rcndea;vous at Spithead ; 'and w'hen Mr. Hill, 
General and Commander in Chief of the f<>rc(‘s, fliould be embarked, and the troops 
on board, he was,, with the firft opportunity of the wind, to proceed to BoRon in New * 
England, without touching at any ifland, country, or place, if it could poffibly be 
avoided ; and as he was required to appoint proper fignals and places for .rendezvous, 
in cafe, of Tparation, fo was he to give flrid orders to the captains of the fliips under his 
command, that if they happened to be fo feparated, they Riould not inform the enemy, 
or any other, on what defign they were going. 
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In his paffage to Bofton, the chief town in New England, he was, when himfelf and 
the General flioulci judge it moll proper, to detach one lliip of war or more to convoy 
direftly to New York the tranfport fliips, in which were laden artillery, filks, cloaths, 
and accoutrements, with other things, for the ufe of the forces to be raifed there, as well 
as in the Jerfeys and Pcnfylvania ; the fame to be delivered as the General lliould 
dirc£l ; and then the Ihips of war were to be ordered to return to Bollon ; but if it 
Ihould not be judge^l proper to make fuch detachment, the tranfports were to be font to 
New York, under a fufficient convoy, when he arrived at Bollon ; and thefaid convoy', 
to bring there fuch neceflarics and llores as lliould be provided for the fquadron and 
forces. When he arrived at New England, he was to take the Leopard and Sapliire 
under his command, and confider whether it might be necelfary to make any addition 
to the fquadron by the convoy to the New England mall Ihips or others llationed on 
the coall of America, which he was empowered to do ; and if the General Ihould, upon 
advifmg with him, think it practicable to fend any of the tranfports w'ith fome of the 
new raifed troops in New En^ 'and, to garrifon Annapolis Royal, lately called Port 
Royal ; and to bring from thence the marines left there, or any part of them, or the 
artillery, or llores of war, he was to appoi”t a fufficient convoy, with diretlions for 
them to return iorthwiih to New England. 

He was, vhen at Bollon, to take under his care all tranfport velTwls, ketches, hoys, 
boats, and other necefiaries jirovided in New England ; and as foon as the forces from 
thence, and thole raifed there, Ihould be on board, he was to fail with them into the 
river of St. Laurence up to Quebec, in order to attack that place ; aiul being arrived, 
to make a proper difpofition of the Ihips for that purpofe, as well of fuch as might be 
fit to bo employed before the town, as others; upon confulting with the General to 
pafs the j>lace, and proceed up the river towards the lake, not only to prevent any com- 
munication with Quebec, but to proteft the canoes and boats with the forces from New 
York, to which end he was empowered to convert I'ome of the fmall vcfl'els fent from 
thence to New England, into frigates fuitable to the navigation of the upper part of the 
river, and to man and arm tlicm accordingly at New England, or clfevvhere ; he was 
to affifl the General with veffels and boat : proper for landing the forces and embarking 
them again, but more efpecially upon his arrival at Quebec, or frelh tranfporting them 
from place to place. 

He was all'o ordered to fend. lo the General fuch marine foldicrs as ffiould be on board 
the fquadron, when he Ihould demand the fame ; which he w'as to have the command 
of while employed on ihore ; bcfidcs which, he was to aid him with fuch a number of 
fcamen, gunners, guns, ammunition, and other llores fr'/'m the Ihips, as he lliould demand 
for the land fcrvice ; which feamen were to affill in drawing and mounting the cannon, 
or oiherwife, as Ihould be found nccelTary. He w’as Itriftly required to lofe no time in 
proceeding to New England, and procc’eding from thence to the River St. Laurence ; 
nor in putting in execution the fervice at Quebec ; but that on his part, all expedition 
Ihould be ufed in the redutlion of the place, and of the country of Canada, or New 
France ; and in the feafonable return of the fquadron and tranfports. Her Majelly 
empowered him to direfl; the commillary of the llores to deliver to any Ihip or veflef, 
whether of war or otherwife, any provifions or liquors under his care ; he was likewife 
to provide any other naval (lores for the ufe of the fquadron ; and in cafe of fuccel's it 
Ihould be found neceflary by him and the General to have a naval force left in the river 
of St. Laurence, he was to appoint fuch part of the fquadron to remain theie as might 
be judged proper for taking care to make fuitable provifion for the maintenance and , 
repair ot fuch lliips ; and the like liberty was given as to any of the fmaller veffels, 
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fuch as iranfports or othenvife, or to make u'e of any of the enemy’s fliips that mifjht 
be taken, if proper, to bring into Europe Inch governors, regular troops, religious 
perfons, or others whom the General, by his inll ructions, was direded to fend away 
from Canada, v/ith commiirarics, llcres, and provillons for their tranfporiation. 

Thefe fervicos being diretfled, he was to take on board the General, if he Ihould 
think fit to return, and fuch of the forces as might tiot be left in Canada, and haften 
with the f(]uadron and tranfports out of the river ; and if the feafon of the year would 
permit, he avas to proceed to, and fummon and attack, Placentia in Ncwfouiullaud, in 
fuch manner as General Hill fliould direct ; wliich 1 \ rvice being ovdr, he was to order 
fuch fliips of waf as did not properly belong to the fquadroii under his command, to 
return to their feveral llations, directing tlu' mailers of the tranfports w'hich he ffiould 
have no occafion for, to go and feck freight eitlier upon the comiiient of Ameiica or in 
the illands, to eafe the public of the farther charge ol them, ;;iid for the Ivenefu oi tlie 
trade of Great Britain. Laftly ; it was reccmmeri Jed to him, as it was to the General 
of the land forces, to maintain a conflant good imdcrllanditig and agreement , and on 
all occafions to render each otlier all ncceifary and requifite slliliance ; and if any dif- 
ferences fhould arife between them, upon any conllraction of cc'mmaiid, f)r ilie nature 
of command in the fervice, or olk.erwiie hov. foevcr, the Oueen w:\s [deafed to referve 
the determinatioir of the lame to herfeli, at their return to Great Britain, without pre- 
judice to either of them in fubnatting to each other for the good of her Majelty’s 
fervice. 

And that he might be fufliciently informed of her Majefly’s defign upon Canada, 
and of the preparations directed to [)e made for tlie carrying it on, to the governors id' 
New York and Mafi'achufels Bay, and New Hants ; as ali'o ot the additional inltruc- 
tions to the governors of New York, and of thole tet Francis Nichnlf'on Efq. and th<.- 
feveral governors of the colonies of Cionnecticut, Rhoile Ifland, Providence Plantation, 
and Penfylvania. 

Thefe were the contents of the Queen’s orders to Sir Hovenden ^Yalker, prepared 
without fo much as confulthig the then Lords Cornmillioners ol the Admiralty, either 
as to the litnefs of the flnps aiipninteil for the e>;])edition, or the nature of the navigation ; 
hut on the contrary, the defign on which they were I'oiind was ralh'er indullriinilly hid 
from them, as may appear by foiric letters to Sir Hi venden Walker, belore he Jailed 
i'rom Spithead, by which the llcreiary li emed to value hv'if'elf very much, that a defi'^n 
iif this nature wra- kept a fecret froir tlie tuimiraliy, who, h:ul they been coniulled, 
would not, T am apt to tl.ink, .i;*ve advifed the fending Jhips of eiglity ;nid foventy 
tti "is to Quebec, fince tlie iiavi' ati' it vo the river id St. Laurence, was gener.iilv 
eftcemed to be very dangero'is ; nf)r were their lurilfhips permilted to know any tliiiig 
of this matter, at leaft laa in fonn, until ailvice receivet!, tiiat the french were equipping 
a cimfiderable fquadron at Brefi, which fume of theminillry might betippri-iieiifive wore 
defignod to intercept Sir Hovenden Walker ; but it was' tor) late to fake any proper 
meafurcs for preventing it, if the enemy h:id really had an) fuch intqution. Having thus 
given a brief account of what Heps were tal'.eii to fet forlii this fquadron, which, ere it 
returned, put the nation to a very confiderable expcuce, it remtiins (hat we accomp.iny ^ 
them on the expedition, and I fliall give as particular an ticcouul of their proceedings as 
the papers w'hich 1 have before me, will enable me to do. 

Sir Hovenden Walker was under fail with the flrips of war and tranfports oil of 
Dtmnofe cifi the 29th of April, 1711 ; but coming oil' of the Start the lit of the next 
month, adR^dterly wind obliged him to put in at Plymouth ; being the length of the 
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Dead Man the 4tb, he met with the Kent. F.ficx, and Plymouth, which {hips he took 
with him fome leagues into the I'ea, and then left them to their former I'crvice of cruizing 
from the foundings. The 24th of June he arrived at NantaHket, near Bofton in New 
England, having then with him five {hips of the third rate,- fix of the fourth, one of 
the fifth, and two bomb-vell'els. But not meeting with that ready affiftance which w as 
expefted from the government and people of that country, it was the 30th of July 
before he failed from thence, and then he was on his wav to Quebec, with the B'l'.ifh 
and New England forces. The 14th of Auguft he got the length of the Birdiflands, 
whicli lie about two hundred and fifty leagues from Cajie xlnn ; and having hint flic 
Cherter, i.eopard, and Sapliirc, to cruize between Placentia and Cape Breton, on the 
ifland opjH'fite to Newfoundland, cxjiefted their joining liini in his paflage to Quebec ; 
the former of which fliips had taken and fent into Bofton, before ho failed thence, a 
Ihip of about one hundred and twenty tons, with ten guns, and had feventy men on 
board, whereof thirty w'ere foldiers for the garrifon of Quebec. 

The I.eoftofi', Ecverlliara’s Em. rprize, and Try on’s Prize, all fmall velTels, which 
were ftationed at New Tork and Virginia, he ordered to join him off of Cape Breton, 
being impowered by her Majefty’s orders fo to do, if he fliould find it neceflary, and this 
the rather beeaui'e they might be of good ufe to him in his proceeding up the river to 
Quebec, which navi;;aiion iiKjft of the people with whom he had fpokeji reprefented to 
be very dangerous ; and therefore he rightly judged the Humber and Dcvonfliire, 
which mounted eighty guns each, too big to be ventured thither; for which reafon he 
font them home, and ftiifieJ his {lag on board the Edgar, a Ihip of feventy gur.s, 
General Hill removing into the Windfor, which carried ten lefs ; but fince he had in- 
formation tliat a Ihip of lixty guns, and another of thirty, were expeefed from France 
very ftiorlly ; he ordered the aiorelaid fliips liumber and Devonlhire, to cruize in the 
opening of the bay of bt. Laurence, umil the laft of Auguft, and then to purfue their 
voyage home. 

He had very fair weather until he got Into the aforekiid bay, when it came changeable, 
fometinns thick and foggy, and other while calm and little winds, and the navigation 
appeaii’d to be intricate and Inizardous. 'I’hc iSth of Auguft, when he was off Gafpe 
jjay, netir liie entnmee ol the river Canada, it blew frefh at north-wf'ft, and left the 
tranfporls fhoukl be feparaied, and blown to leeward, he anchored in that bay ; where, 
Haying lor an ojipori unity to prtKtod uj) the river, he burnt a French fliip which was 
a fiftiing, not Ix'ing able to bring her off. I'he wind veering wellerly the 20th of 
Auguft, he had hopes of gaining his paflage ; but the next day afternoon it proved 
foggy, and emitimied ft) all night and the day following, with very little wind till the 
afternoon, when there was an extreme thick fog and it began to blow hard at caft- 
fouth-eall, which rtjulc'ring it impoflible to fleer any courl’e with fafety, having neither 
light of land or founding^s, or ancliorage, he, by the advice of the pilots then tin board 
him, both Knglilh and French, who were the belt in the fleet, made the fignal for the 
fliips to bring to with tlieir heads foullnvard, at which lime it was about eight at 
night, believing lluit in that pofturc they {houft! not come near the north Ihore, but 
rather have driven with the llream in the mid-channcl ; but on the contrary, as they lay 
* with their heads fouthwards, and the w ind eafterly, in two hours time he found himfelf 
on the north fltore among the rocks andillands, at leaft fifteen leagues farther than ihe 
log-line, gave, where the whole fleet had like to have been loft ; the , men of war efcajred 
with the utmoft difliculty, but eigltt tranfport Ihips were call away, and alrnpit nine 
hundred oflicers, foldiers, and feamcn periihed. 
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The French pilot, who, as It was faid, had been forty voyages in this river, and 
eighteen of them in command, informed him, that when it happens to be fo foggy as to 
prevent the fight of the land, it is impoflibleto judge of the currents, or to ileer by any 
courfe ; for he himfelf had lod two fhips, and been hirnfelf near the fouth, infomuch 
that it was extremely difficult to procure men in France to proceed on fo dangerous a 
navigation, hnee almoll every year they fullered lliipwreck. Thus it appeared how 
things liave been mifreprefented in (Jreat Britain, by thole who preteiul to aver that 
fleets of Ihips might fafely proceed up the river to Quebec ; and it was demonllrable 
that the pcoph' of Bolton knew not any thing of what they propofed, when fchemes 
were laid for luch an expedition. After this unhappy difafler, and when .Sirllovenden 
Walker had plied two days with very frefh gales, between the well and the fouth, to 
lave what nun and other things he could, he called a council of war, and upon 
enquiring of the pilots (who had been forced on board tlic fliips by the government of 
New England j, and duly examining into every circumltance, it was judged impracdicable 
for a fleet to get up to Quebec, fince there witc lb many apparent dangers, and no 
pilots qualified to take the charge ; belides it was the opinion of them all, both 
Engiilh and French, that had the fquadron been higher up the river, with the hard 
gales they met with, all the Ihips would Jiave been inevitably loft. At this council of 
war there wen Ijefides the Rear Admiral, Captain Jofeph Soames, Captain John Miichel, 
Captain Roiurt Arris, Captain Ceorge Walton, Captain Henry Gore, Captain George 
Faddon, Captain John (.\;ck1;virn, and Captain Augulline Roufe. 'J'he confultation 
being over, the iSaphirc was feut to Bollon, with an account of the misfortune, and the 
Montague, to find out the Ilumbcr and Devonlhire, and to flop all (hips bound up to 
Quebec ; and the Leopard being left with Ibme (loops and brigantines, to take any 
men from the Ihore that might be laved, and to endeavour to weigh fomc anchors left 
behind, he proceeded to Spaiiifli River, in the illand of Breton, the rendezvous he 
had appointed, there to lie perleclly informed of the Rate of the army and fleet, and 
to fettle matters for their further proceedings. 

But all the fliips did not join till tlie 7th of Sejilember ; the day following, by 
coiifent of the General he called a council of war of lea and land officers, where it vva's 
confidcred, whether under their prelent circumllances it wtis prufticable to attempt 
any thing againll Placentia, which all of them very much inclined to; but upon ex- 
araining into the Rate of llie provifions on board the men of war and tranfjxjrts, it 
was found there was but ten weeks provifion at Ihort* allowance, in the former, and 
in the latter much Icfs, fo that it was unanimoudy agreed not any thing of that kind 
could be undertaken; but that it was neccllary the fquadron and tranfports fliould 
proceed to Great Britain, fmee they had but barely provifions fufficient for the voyage, 
and that there was not any profped of a fupply from New England, and the feafon of 
ilic year being too far advanced for navigating fafely in tliole parts of the world. At 
this council of war there were, befides the fea officers of the laR, General Hill, 
Colonel Charles Churchill, Colonel William WindreflTe, Colonel Campenfelt, Colonel 
Clayton, Colonel Kirk, together with Colonel Vetch, and Colonel ‘Walton, who com- 
manded the forces raifed in New' England. 

It w'as in purfuance of this refolution taken in Spanifh River, that he failed on the 
i6th of September for England, where he arrived the 9th of Odober following, 
and not long after his return, the Edgar, a feventy-gun ihip, on board of which he 
hoifled^hiii flag, took fire, and blew up at SpUhead by fome accident, the caufe of 
which was never known ; and thus ended an expedition every way unfortunate, and 
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which brought nothing but difcrcdit and blame upon thofe who contrived, and thofe 
who were concerned in the executing it, and particularly Sir Hovendcn Walker, a very 
honeft plain fpokcn man ; who, if there was any dark fecret in this bufmcfs, was 
raoft certainly ignorant of it. His opinion always was, and he died in the full belief of 
it, that though the expedition might be juftly ftyled unfortunate, inafmuch as it mif- 
carried, and the fleet never reached Quebec ; ) etit would have been much more fo, if 
they had got uj) the river of St. Laurence, and had afluaily landed the.'ir men, as they 
were by their inftrudions direCled to do; and the reafoiis he gave for it arc very well 
worth the b.earing, efpecially at this junchire, whe.-n an expedition of the fame kind is 
faid to be under conhdca’ation. d’he rt'afons that he gave lor it were thafe : — “ That in 
c;de the french hadretiri'd from Ouebec, they won hi have carried their provifions with 
them, and have deflroyed what they coidd not carry, fb that the Englifli would havc“had 
nothing bt:t a wild, Irarren, uncultivated country before them, with the conqueft of 
which they might pleafc tliemfclves ; but in which, neverthclcfs , they would find it 
impoflible to fubfift. 

“ lb)!', continues he, oui people’s provifions would have been reduced to right or 
nine (perhaps to fix) weeks, at fhorl allowance ; no relief could pollibly be hoped for 
in lefs than ten months, if fo Toon ; the Kevcrfhain, and three fforc-fliips, laden with the 
provifions defigiied for their fupply, bring cafl away in tlieir paiTagq ; fo that if they 
had efcajied Ihipwreck, which would have been a very great chance, between ten and 
twelve thoufand men mull ineviiahly have periflied wiiti Imnger and cold, and the fliip 
have becciine a prey to the returning enemy. On the other hand, had the enemy held 
our till our people had fpen* all their provifions, tliey nuiit have laid down their arms, 
and have furreiideretl to the French at diferetion, to avoivl death in its moll ifighful 
fliape, famine ; or if they had taken the place, either by llorm or capitulation, the re- 
maining provifions of ftnall garriibn wouki not have gone far towards iiibfifting fo 
large a niimhe:' ; nor could tiu'v at that friifon of tlic year, have marched through the 
country in fi arrii td inore : and this would have been the cafe, had they afterwards 
attempted Placentia.’’ 

How Far this gentleman might be in the right or in the wrong, 1 ihal! not at prefeiit 
defirc the- reader lo'enquiix*; but, moll certainly what he fays has at the firfl fight the 
appearance of fincerity and fiutii, and therefore we ought to be very cautious of 
running any Irefli hazards of thi'^' nature ; but' the driving the French from Canada is 
inoft certainly a thing very pofliblo and very praclicable, provided llic I'cheme be laid bv 
thofe who are vvi-Il acquaiulod with the (late and force^ol our colonies, the navigation of 
the river of St. Laurence, and the condition of the colony we propofe to diflodge; and 
if it be executed by feamen and olliccrs of experience in their refpective profoflions, and 
who found the hopes of promoting their private interdl on the folid balis of exerting 
their utmoll abilities in the public lervicc. 

8. The French, during the v\ hole courfc of liio lafl war, were particularly attentive 
to the prefervation of their own colonies, and annoying of ours, in both which fchenies 
they were but too luccefsful, which however v.as not owing fo much either to the 
wifdom of their councils or the vigour tif their arms, as to the faults in our nteafures, 
and the mifcarriages of our fca officers. 1 lhall not pretend to enter into a ftrid 
detail of thefe ilifagrceahlc points, but fhall content myfelf with a few general 
points, whii-'h I flatter m)fclf will be fufficient for my purpofe. At the very 
beginning of the war, the gallant old Admiral Benbow was facrificed by /om,e of his 
officers who had a pique to him. He was a man of great honour and ffrid diicipline, 
but had fomc of the roughnefs of a tur about him, which render^id him very dilag reeable * 
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to the fine gfentlemen ofthejiavy, amongft whom were three of the captains tliat deferted 
him ; their conduft indeed had the look of cowardifc, and of that they were found 
guilty by a couj t martial, and fuflered death for it very deferv^dly ; but tjhey only 
afted the cowards and were not fo, for they had behaved gallantly, Upon other occafions, 
and never man looked death in the face with more intrepidity than Captain Kirby did, 
which however was fo far from extenuating, that in my opinion it heightened his 
offence. 

The executing fevere juftice upon thofe three gentlemen, which certainly was a 
very wife and right ftep, and was taken by the mildeft government this or perhaps any 
other nation ewr faw, had a very good elfeft, and taught people to fear the juftice 
of the nation, in cafe they facrificed the concerns of the public to their particular rc- 
fentments or private views ; but that it did not entirely put an end to the evil is very 
certain, fince fomething of tlie fame kind happened afterwards to Sir Charles Wager, and 
prevented his taking at leaft another galleon. The admirals allb, and great fea officers, 
that were ftationed at Jamaica, for the protedion of the illand and fecurity of commerce, 
did not behave fo well as they might have done, as appean; from thofe authentic regi- 
fters, the votes of the Houfc of Commons, where the reader will find, that alter long 
and ftrid enquiries, in which the merchants were admitted to make particular charges, 
and allowed to fjipport them by evidence, cenfures were pafled upon tlioie officers who 
appeared to be guilty ; and both Houles (hewed a warm zeal for redreffing thofe mif- 
chiefs occafioned by the ill condud of the navy, and thereby left ample teftimony of 
their regard for the public, though it was not attended with that fuccefs that might 
have been wifhed. 

In the meantime the French went on in quite adifl'erent way ; and, when they found 
their fleets were able to do little agaiiift ours, they very wifely declined w'afting their 
naval force in combats at fea, and applied italmoft entirely to the proteding their own. 
trade, and diltrelling ours, 'i'hey undertook the cfcorting the Spanifti plate fleets, and 
were, generally fpeaking, but too fuccefsful in tliat undertaking. Notwithftanding our 
fuperior force, they attempted a commerce with the Spanifh iettlements in the South 
Seas ; ,^and in this too they fuccoeded, notwithftanding the dangerous Navigation round 
Cape Horn, and from thence they reaped two great advantages, \'t^. imiintaining and 
improving their manufadures, even in a time of war, and bringing vaft lums into France, 
without which fhe could notpollibly have continued the war. 

Yet, in fome refpccts, it manifcftly appeared that her force was very infufficient for 
fupporting her views in the Weil .Indies, fince, in an attempt they made upon Carolina 
in 1706, they were fliamefully repulfed by the natural force of that colony, without 
any affiftance from hence. i\nd, on the other hand, our fieople fucceeded in their 
attempt to drive the French out of what they poffiefl’ed in the illand of St. Chriftopher’s j 
which plainly (hewed what might have been done, in that w'ar, towards deftroying 
their fugar colonies, if, as our interefts moft certainly led us, we had confidered that 
point more attentively than wc did foinc others, which did not concern us near fo 
much. For, had we ufed the opportunity that was given us to have driven the French 
out of all or moft of their iflands, it muff have turned fo much to our advantage, in 
point of trade, that, in all human probability, we (liould have had no reafon to regret 
the vaft expenccs of that Idng and confuming w'ar. 

But, inftead of doing this, our view s were almoft entirely confined to Europe, where 
our fuepefs* was indeed very honourable for our arijis, but was very far from procuring 
^ us any advantages in refpea to trade ; which I do not fay with any defign of refle^t- 
' ing on the minifters J>y v/hom that war w'as managed, who perhaps might mean us well, 
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and did for us as much as was in theit power ; but to fliew where the fault really lay» 
wliich was our entering into many engagements that were either ufcleis or detrimental to 
our commercial iute^^^ts. 

Whereas the Frentmi who had but very lately entertained any thoughts of trade, kept 
that continually in view, both in their operations during the war and in their nego- 
ciations for bringing about a peace. In rcfpect to the former, befides w’hat they did 
againft us in the Weft Indies, 'they attacked the Portuguefe in Brazil, ruined the com- 
merce betvvee;i ihc Dutch and Spaniards, and clhibliflicd their own; and, befides all 
this, when they had aclually begun to treat with us, and our Ciourt confidered them in 
a manner as hiends, they lent a fleet to diftrefs us in the Leeward Iflaxds ; which ex- 
celTively provoked our miuillry, though they w'erc too far advanced in their pacific mea- 
I’ures to retreat. 

At theconclufion of the treaty, the French fliewcd the fame care for, and the fame 
lieadinefs in, lujjporting their commerce. It was with dilliculty that they were pre- 
vailed upon to rcflore what they hail taken from our Iludl'on’s Bay company. Nova 
Scotia we had, and, becaule they could not take it from us, they.left it to us ; but they 
plainly cheated us out of Cape Breton. And tliough they pretended to renounce all 
pretenfions on Newfouiullaiid, yet they preferved what they never had any title to, 
and what, with refpecl to that country, was all tliey eviT wanted. Bythefe arts they 
i ecu red great advantages to ihemfelves, which wore all at our cxpence; brought a 
iieavy load of reproach on the miniflers who tranfacled with them, and left the treaty of 
Xkit'chl as a memoiial to all fucceeding niinilfers of the danger of entering into any 
feparate negociations with France. 

9. After the acoeflion oI his late Majefiy King Ceorgel. to the Rritilli throne, there 
followed feveral liillurl'ances at home and abroad, which might very \vell hinder the 
minillers from contriviiig any new fehemes for tlie advantage of our colonies, or from 
perfeCling thofe which had been formerly laid for that purpofe. 'file rebellion in Scot- 
land tirll, and after that the quadrujde alliance, and the inoafurcs which preceded and 
followed it, fufilciently occupied their tlioughts, and ii they rveiit on in the ordinary 
way, in proteCHag them, ;ind providing ‘or their feeurity, they might very well be 
oxculed for pollpohing thoughts or projects of another nature to more favourable 
times. 

But the French, always watcjifal for their^own advantages, at the very time when 
they I'eemed moll: folicitous in cultivating the fricutllhip of Britain, and were daily re- 
ceiving benefits from it, projected the fettlement of ilv' iilaml of St. Lucia, which had 
been always included in the cominifiion of the govern r of Barbadocs ; and for that 
purpofe the French King iji^ught fit, in the year 1719, to make a gr;iut of that ifland 
to the Marfital iri’.tree, wh6‘ immediately made the neceflary difpofiiions for eftablifhing 
a colony in that iiland, and font over j'.rople for that purpofe. The governor of 
Barbiidoes, as it wais his duty, oppofed liiis t’ettlement vigoroully, and declared 
roundly, That, if the French perfilted in fetilin;'-, he fiiould find himfelf under 
a neceffity of driving them off that iiland, winch belongeil to the King his mailer, 
by force. 

At the fame time our ininiiler at the court of Paris prefented a memorial, in which 
he fet forth the title the Crown of Great Britain had to this iiland, and, confequcntly, 
the great injullice of the French King’s grant, whicli was very apparent from the follow- 
ing particulars in relation to the hillory of this iiland, in which both Englifli smd french 
writers agree. The Englifh fettled on the ifland of St- Lucia in 1639,"^ and lived there 
near two years without any interruption or diiturbance ; but in*iCio they were driven 
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DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 


424 

off from the faid ifland, and the governor and moft of the inhabitants killed by the 
Caribbeans, and, as the Englifli fufpefted, by the inftigation and encouragement of 
the French ; which the French generals, Parquet and de Poincy, however, both difowned. 
Nor did the French at that time, or any other time, make any foltf of pretenfion to the 
iiland. A tacit acknowledgement, undoubtedly, of the right of the Englilh. ‘ 

The civil wars in England breaking out, the Englifli neglefted this fettlement^ and 
Monfieur du Parquet fent thirty or forty Frenchmen to take pofTeflion of the iiland. 
The Sieur de Rouffelan governed here till 1 694, and was fucceeded by De la Riviere, 
whom the Caribbeans killed with feveral of his men, and carried off his wife and two 
of his childrent He was fucceeded by Monf. le Breton, he by Monf. Agremont, wdio 
was alfo deftroyed by the Caribbeans. After this the Engliili made a treaty with the 
Caribbeans for the purchafing the iiland from them ; and in 1663, fent fourteen or 
fifteen hundred men on board of five men of war, who, being joined by fix hundred 
of the Caribbeans in feventeen canoes, came before the iiland in June 1 664, which was 
delivered to them without refiilance, on condition that the French governor and gar- 
rifon in the fort, whiqh amounted only to fourteen men, ihould be tranfported to Mar- 
tinico, with their cannon, arms and baggage. In 1666 the Engliih governor, Mr. 
Robert Cook, by reafon of the mortality of his people, want of nt“ceffaries, Ac. aban- 
doned the ifland, and fet fire to the fort ; yet, two days afterwards, a bark arrived from 
Lord Willoughby, governor and captain-general of Barbadoes, and the other Engliih 
Caribbee iflands, to windward of Guardaloupa, with provifions, ammunition, and all 
neceffaries for the colony. In this deferted condition it remained thenceforward, but 
was always confidered as a part of tlie Britifli dominions. The interpofition of our 
miniiler produced the defired effe£t, and the French defiiled at that time from their 
fettlement. 

10. This attempt, however, fo much alarmed our court, that the Duke of Montague 
refolved, at a vaft cxpence, to fettle that iiland and St. Vincent, which was fo agreeable 
to theminiilry and to his late Majeily, that by letters patent, dated the 2 2d of June, 
1722, both thofe iflands were granted to his Grace, that he might be encouraged to put 
fo generous tmd public-fpirited a defign in execution ; and for the further benefit and 
advantage of the new colonies which he was to fettle, the Duke waS alfo conftituted cap- 
tain-general of the iflands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent, which till that time were included 
in the commiilion, and remained under t^ie government, of the governors of Barbadoes. 
His Grace having appointed Captain Uring his deputy governor, and provided feven 
fhipsor veffels to carry over tlie, planters, with fuch provifions and neceffaries as were 
requifite to fettle colonies in thofe iflands, obtained of his Majefty the Winchelfea 
man of war, commanded by Captain Orme, to convofl attend, and proted the 
planters. 

Mr. Uring embarked onboard the Winchelfea, on the loth of September 172a, and 
failing to Ireland to take in provifions, made it the 15th of December before he 
arrived at St. Lucia. Being come to an anchor in Pigeon Illmd Bay, a Barbadoes 
Hoop foon after arrived from Martinico, the mailer whereof communicat^ to Mr. Uring 
the copy of a mandate by the king of France, which he faid was publiihed by order of 
the French general in all the churches of that ifland, and in all the towns by beat of 
drum ; which contained in fubitance. That if the Engliih did not leave the iiland in the 
fpace of fifteen days, they were to be expelled by force of arms. The next morning 
Mr* Uring weighed from Pigeon Ifland Bay, and flood for the harbour of Petite 
C^enage, which they found to be a very good one, and in it feveral places fit for 
CXftmmg ^ps, fli^teaed from every wind j in one of which, Ihips of fixty guns and 
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upwards may careen very conveniently ; the land is very hilly all round the harbour, 
and in moft places deep, afcending from the water fide. At two in the afternoon we 
landed fifty men t^j^ut down the trees and bufhes on the point that lay fit for a battery 
of gunsro commanolfte entrance of the harbour. The fame day he font Mr. Faulkner 
to Martinico, with letters from the Duke of Montague and the Admiralty, direftcd to 
Captain Charles Brown, commander of the Feverfiiam man of war, and Captain Brand, 
■commander of the Ileftor ; who were then at Martinico ; and acquainted them, that 
the Duke had appointed him deputy governor of St. Lucia and St. Vincent, i^nd being 
come to fettle thofe iflands under the protcftion of the Winchelfea man ot war, he 
defired that in purfuance of the orders they had received from the admiralty for that 
purpofc, they would join him as foon as poffible, being apprehenfive the governor of 
Martinico defigned to moled the colony. In the mean time he proceeded to land his 
people, guns, tools, planks and ftores, to fortify the harbour, and build a large houfe to 
Jhelter the workmen. 

On the 2 2d of December Captain Brand and Captain Brown arrived from Martinico, 
with his Majedy's fhips, the Heftor and Feverfiiam, and foon after a French Hoop, which 
brought a letter from the French general, to acquaint Mr. Uring that he had heard of 
his landing Englifh forces in the ifland of St. Lucia, and defired to know his intentions ; 
and at the fame tune he received the following copy of the French king’s mandate, viz. 
A mandate of the King to the Sieur Chevalier de Feuquire, governor and lieutenant- 
general of the Windward Iflands in America. “ Flis Majedy having been informed 
that the King of England has given the iflands of St. Vincent, and St. Lucia, to the 
Duke of Montague, has made his complaint of it to the court of England, and has 
alledged that neither the one nor the other of thefe iflands belong to that crown. The 
fird of them ought to remain to the Caribbees, according to conventions made with 
that people ; and the fecond does belong to France, who has been willing to fufpend 
the fettlement of that ifland on the requeft of the King of England ; notwithdanding 
thofe reafons, his Majedy hath not been informed that there has not been any revoca- 
tion of this grant ; on the contrary, he upderdands that the Duke of Montague is 
repairing to fend and take pofl'eflion of thofe iflands, and to tranfport numbers "of 
families thither. This undertaking being contrary to the rights of his Majedy, his 
intention is, that in cafe the Englidi diould take pofleflion of St. Lucia, and fettle 
there, the Sieur Chevalier de.F'euquire Ihall fummon them to retire in fifteen days, 
in regard that ifland belongs to France ; and if they do not depart, he fhall compel 
them to it by force of arms. He Ihall take care to charge fome of the wifed and 
moft experienced of his officers with this expedition. His Majefty defires there ftiould 
be as little effufion of bWliod as poffible, nor will he have any pillage made ; he only 
wifhes the Englifli would retire, and not poflefs themfelves of a country which belongs 
to him. Done at Verfailles the 21ft of September 1722, figned, &c.” 

Upon reading the mandate, and the French governor’s letter, in which it was in- 
clofed, Mr.Uring fqit to Captain Brand, and Captain Brown, to know if he might de- 
pend upon their afiiftance if he was attacked by the French ■, but they would give him 
no pofitive anfwer, and foon after failed to Barbadoes ; he alfo fent a letter to the 

S ovemor of Martinico, to acquaint him that he had orders from the Duke of Montague, 
le lord proprietor, under his Britifli Majefty ’s patent, to plant St. Lucia and defend if, 
but propofed fufpending all a£ks of hoftility, till they could hear from their rcfpefHve 
courts of Great Britain and France. Mr. Uring alfo thought fit to write fo the prefi- 
dent of Barbadoes, that the governor of Martinico had threatened to drive the Englifh • 
TOL. xiL 31 irom 
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from the ifland, If they did not depart in fifteen days, and to defire his affifteiice to 
fupport this part of his Majefty’s dominions. 'I’o which the prefident ahfwered. That 
he was ready to give him all the aihUancc in his ])owcr. » 

But the Captains Brown and Brand remained fo long abfent Irom St. Lucia, tliat 
the French had an opportunity of fending betw een two and three thoufand men from 
Martinico, and landing them on the illand ; the captains of the men of war alfo re- 
fufed to give him afliftance, towards fortifying and tlefending the colony by land, and 
a great maDy of the planters falling fick, and other deferting over to the French at the 
fame tim^, Mr. Ui'ing had not fourfeore left to bear arms, wliich compelled him at 
length to come 'to a treaty with the I'rcnch general, the Marquis of Champigny ; and 
the following articles were concluded between them : Firll, That the Englilh lliould 
quit the ifland of St. Imcia within feven days, proviiled that the Ihips of the Englilh 
nation fliould at all times have liberty to come into the ports of the faid ifland, and 
wood and w’ater there, and ferve their other occafions, as tlie French alfo might. 
Secondly, That the Englilh colony flrould be at liberty to reimbark all their cannon, 
ftores, arms, baggage, and every thing belonging to them, without molellation. 
Thirdly, That all deferters fliould be given up. iVnd Lallly, 'i'hat immediately after 
the Englilh had evacuated the ifland, the French forces alfo flunild evacuate it, and 
that the ifland fliould remain in the fame ftate it was till the contruverlies between the- 
two crowns, relating to this ifland, were decided. In purfuance of wliich agreement 
Mr. Uring embarked with his people, and failed to Antigua, fending tlie Winchelfea 
man of war, and Captain Braitliwaite, in the (Trillin floop, to take a l iew of the illand 
of St. Vincent, and fee if it v'as praflicable to make a I'ettlement tliere. In the mean- 
time a confiderable reinforcement arrived at Barbadoes, from the Duke of Montague, 
with ammunition and provifion, and orders to attempt a felilement upon St. Vincent, if 
the planters were driven from Sr. Lucia. 

1 1 . In order to this he had inltructions, and a commiflion given him by Mr. Uring, 
which were perfeftlyj«wcll adjulled to the dellgn upon w liich he was fent ; and in tlu; 
meantime Governor Uring remained at Antigua, w'here he had all the civilities paid 
him, and all the fervices done him by the governor, and other perfons in tiuthority^ 
that he could either defire or e::pccl ; which, in fome ineafurc mitigated his fliarp fenfe 
of the misfortunes he had met with ; for he was both a capable and an honcll man j 
one who had the fervicc very much at heart, and who. dil’charged his duty fo punc- 
tually, even in this difalfrous undertal- iiig, as to jircfervc his reputation, and to merit 
a kind reception from his generous mailer the Duke oi Montague, who was fo wife 
as to expert no more from a man than was in lies pow'cr, and lb good as to com- 
mend and reward him who did that, though it was not attended with the happy 
confequences that might have been expected from it. 'i’his gentleman did not re- 
main long at Antigua before he was made fenfibie that tJicre was as little, or rather 
Icfs hopes of making a fettlcment at St. Vincent, than he by experience hatl found 
there was of fixing a colony on St. Lucia ; for Captain John Br^ithwaite, returning 
from his unfuccefsful expedition, delivered to Governor Uring, in juftification of his 
cwn conduft, and for the fatisfaftion of his grace the Duke of Montague, the follow- 
Big account of the meafures he had taken for executing the commiflion granted to him, 
in order to fix a fettlement on his Majefty’s ifland of St. Vincent. This paper being 
equally curious and important, and alfo entirely hiftorical, w'c lhall give the reader ah 
extr^ ftf if in that gentleman’s own words. 

The 
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the Report of Captain John Braithw-aite to Nathaniel Uring, Hfq. 


doing the day 


“ In purfuancejl; a rcfolution in council, and your order for fo , 
you failed with his Grace’s culonv for Anfln-,.-. r r -i r , — o ‘-v. 

in company with liis Majolly’s fliij the Winchelfea ^toit V? ' ‘ 

ifland that night, and the next rLning run along °hf ^ 

Indian huts, but as yet no Indians came oiF to u-^ nor tomm’ 

them, by r<-aliiii there ties no eroiind to anchor In’ -r 

Inditms came on board, and told ira tvo ,„;hh, a„'hor 1?™^“ two 

when we were at anchor they would bring &ir geral 
to an anchor dec,, water, and very daLeroua^fo Ae o,« V' 

called general came on board with feveral olherc tn ikT 

entertained them very haridfomelv and nvttU tin’ twenty-two. I 

found him to be a porfon of no confequence nnff prefente ; but 

fomc prelent from me. Here tvv^ ofX imli.r «'‘ed hfin chief to get 

go aflmre but llaid on board fome days, and were wS ^fenSed^' Aft 

fawXfaiHh'r^ i f',T- '?' I,”'* r “ -S 

be taken by out'fnrvevt.r, ihi -It bl- untlrilj^ ‘''1“®';' >0 

where a lettlemeui could he made. The Ihitj and floon °"® 

hWorethe ftrand of, he Ihore was cmJrc7wi b 

dilcover a white man, who proved to be a ]-'renrf,n fhem we could 

boa. with me, with a Freneb'm^mij A™ JSdyTn'i on Zfe.^'Z 
aniongft them, I afked tliey ai)pearej all 'irined for r^v ^ came 

fome had mulkcts, piftols, bVs, and arrows 7 Th had a cutlafs ; 

doled me, and ca r od me up tl c Ihey wuh very little ceremony en! 

1 was told I w.,s to fee tbdi^ ^^ere 

an hundred Indians; thoi'o neared his n-rfon h-.d .1'"^ f ^hout 

arrows; and all obferved a Jrcat fi^nr ’ 7 f ^ bows and 

ftood at liis rigin Itmd, for aif interpreter : he demoded of m^ w7 “/"’^^'rbnian 
into his country ; and of what natioi ? I told him Sh me 

and water, as not caring to lay any thiiV' clfe before ibe'rr ’ , ^ 

would be plealed to come on b;a,il „ !ol<lhhn,if he 

for Aofe he Ihonid be ,,lealed to taL° one'iri, , h m n ,1 1" hoftage for 

either come on teaid. or fnfe me 

formed we were come to force a fettlemenf Ami y,r k ^ 

jealoufy but by getting under fail As foon ns I f ^ if ° remove that 

man’s company Ld upon him I took my Icavcfafmr^iSnl^llU^^^"*''' 

proper, and returned to my boat under I rrmr,) . ..7 lephes as I thought 

the guard was increafed by a number of' neoroJs nil nlnn^'f ^ ^ 

boat without any injury, arid went on boS m o into my 

cefs. Immediately after I font afliore the fTonn’ l * and told him my ill fuc- 

bread, &c. with fome cutlalTes; and ordered /iTenchm^n^n ^i* rum, beef, 

«, deftre the guard to conduflthem ioih* 

he denied me the common good of water and a^'ttle ^ though 

lent him fuch refrelhments^s our E £ded Our^^^^^^ ^ 

gone, and that then the Indian general Sed nleSd ITf t %nchmaH 

fe; and in return, fent me boL and arrows 

««ned, whet the gete^l.fe^ a catoe with .» cMef wh"'U?l^|4d 

* h Fr^ch, 
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French, to thi^ me for my prefents, and to aflc pardon ibr !aat refufing me wooditndP 
water, and aflur^ me I might have what I pleafed ; and they had ©^dersi' iso tell* mte, if 
I pieced to go alhore again they were to remain hoftages for ihf civil tr^tment. I 
ient them bn board the men of war ; and with Capt. Waifon weitw afiiore. Iwas wdl 
redirived, and conduced as before ; but now 1 found the brother^ the chief of the 
n%roes, was arrived with five hundred negroes, moft armed with fuzees. They told 
my interpreter, they were fure we were come to force a fettlement, or elfe they would 
not have (denied me what they never before had denied any Englifh, viz, wood and 
water} but, if 1 thought fit, I might take what I pleafed under a guard. Finding 
them info good 'a humour, I once more introduced the defire I had to entertain them 
on board our Hups, and with fome difficulty I prevailed with them, by leaving Captain 
Watfon afliore under their guard as a hoftage. 1 carried them on board the kingfs. 
fhip, where they were well entertained by Captain Orme, who gave the Indian general 
a fine fuzee of his own, and to the chief of the negroes fomething that pleafed him. 
Captain Orme aflured them of the fricndfliip of the King of England, &c. The negro- 
chief fpoke excellent French, and made anfvvers with all the French compliments.. 
Afterwards I carried them on board the duke’s Hoop ; and after opening their hearts 
with wine, for they fcorned to drink rum, I thought it a good time to tell them my 
commiffion, and what brought me upon their coaft. They told me it was well I had 
not mentioned it on ffiore, for their power could not have protefted me ; that it was 
knpoffible ; the Dutch had before attempted it, but were glad to retire. They like- 
wife told me, that two French floops had, the day before we came, been amongft them, 
and gave them arms and ammunition, and allured them of the whole force of Marti- 
nico for their proteftion againft us ; they told them alfo, that they had driven us from 
St. Lucia } and that we were come now to endeavour a fettlement there ; and notwith- 
ftanding all our fpecious pretences, when we had power we Ihould enflave them j 
but they declared that they w'^ould truft no Europeans } that they owned thcmfelves 
under the proteftion of the French, but would as foon oppofe their fettling among 
them, or any a£t of force from them, as us. They had lately given an example, by 
killing feveral } and they further told me, it w’as by very large prefents the French ev^ 
got in their favour again, but they refolvcd never to put it in their power, or of any 
Europeans, to hurt them : they advifed me to think what they faid was an aft of iriend- 
Ihip. This being all 1 could get from them, I difmilTcd them with fuch prefents as 
his grace ordered for that fervice, with a difeharge of cannon ; and received in return 
as regular vollies of ftnall Ihol as 1 ever heard. In the night the Winchelfea drove 
from her anchors, which as foon as I perceived, and had received Captain Watfon from, 
the Ihore, I got under lail and ftood to the man of war. This is a faithful report of all I,, 
John Braithwaite, can recolleft.” 

12 . Mr. Uring having read the above report of Captain Braithwaite, he judged there 
was like to be little good done at St. Vincent, and the fecond fcheme on St. Lucia 
being laid afide, he determined to unload all the ftores, and difeharge the veflels, ai}4 
propofed to Lieutenant General Matthews, to do it at Antigua, whicb he faid he thought 
'could be done with more eafe and fecurity, and in much lefs time, and would lave, a 
gr^t deal of charge and trouble, and lefs hazard than at St. Chriftopher’s ; the Heute- 
nafit'general anfwered, that in his houfe at St. Chriftopher’s was room enough to hold, 

, all th^ duke’s ftores, and Ihould coll his grace nothing; and, that as. he had the 
govertH^ that illand, he had fuch an influence over the people^ that the dute’s 
. fpmji lj i^rbuld be more fecure there, and that he could better provide for ^ 
ttanjir^tigilita : and further faid, that the fervants could be kept tttee&er in Chailto 

a* fOlty 
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Forty where they roight have an opportunity to difdpline th^ any new under. 

talcing ; smd aoco»^gly alked leave of General Hart to difdpline them, which was 
granted. Mri Urine taking notice of the advantages that the lieutenant-general pfo- 
pofed, and feein^|h^ ha very earned for the dores to be lodged at St. Chridopher’s^ 
agreed to it, and accordingly ordered them down thither, during their attending thd 
Gridin’s return from her errand to St. Vincent and Martinico. 

Mr. Uring frequently vifited the tranfpnrts, to fee things were in good order ; Lieu, 
tenant. General Matthews went in the Charles and Freemafon, to St. Chridopher’s, 
•with them j and as foon as they arrived at that ifland, he, in concert with Mr. Uring, 
dmtoned the officers in feverat places, as there was conveniency, and they were ordered 
to their refpeftive quarters. They had now four vefl'els to unload at the fame time, 
:wd at a confiderable didance, and a diflicult way to carry the dores to the dore-houfes. 
Mr. Uring ordered fuch a number of fervants alhore from the veffielsj as he thought 
ufeful for carrying up the dores ; and officers were appointed at different places in the 
avaaues, to keep the people from running into the country ; but notwithdanding all the 
care they could take, great part of them were gone by night. He ordered more alhore 
next day, and continued landing the dores. cannon, arms, ammunition, &c, and as 
the calks very often came to pieces in getting up to the dore-houfes, Mr. Uring, for the 
mod part, dood by till they were repaired, and was, at lead, thirty primes a day from 
the landing-place to the dore-houfes, in order to prevent any embezzlement, and td 
haden the work. The officers thinking the work too hard for them all day, though 
they, generally dood in one place, Mr. Uring divided them, the one half to attend in» 
the morning, and the other in the afternoon ; though he was obliged to attend the 
whole day, in order to preferve the dores, which he hoped was in a good meafure 
done j the goods landing from fo many veffels at one and the fame time, fo many forts^ 
loofe, as well as in cafks, made it no eafy matter to keep an exafl: account. 

The whole care of every thing, as well as the dores, was upon Mr. Uring. How- 
ever, the goods were landed and dored, and after the Ihips were unloaded, he fearched' 
every Ihip by warrant, to fee if there remained any thing belonging to the Duke of 
|dontague on board them, which the maders faid there did not ; feveral provifions 
were found on board the Charles and Freemafon, which were put alhore. When every 
tiling was landed out of the feveral Ihips, his next care was to put them in good order ; 
many of the calks being broken, they would not hold the weight in them, therefore 
they darted them into other found calks and diells, which were made for that ufe. 
He alfo caufed all the provifions to bq turned out of the dore-houfes and looked over, 
and fuch as were in calks, or wanted pickle, were put into better, and new pickfed ; 
and he direded the w'orlt to be firll ufed. lie fitted uj^ a fmith’s Ihop, kept the 
dniths and armourers at work, and cleaning the arms. 1 he men were difeiplined, fb 
that they could do their exercife very well, and made as regular fires as the king’s 
troops. 

^ Mr. Uring paid off feveral of the feamen belonging to the Griffin Hoop, to eafe the 
charge, and ordered fuch fervants on board her as were feamen, and as many more as 
he dared trull. By that time they had put things into tolerable order, the Hopewell 
arrived, with about ninety fervants and feveral officers, a great quantity of provifions,. 
.with cannon,, ammunition, and warlike llores, which were alfo landed under the care 
of Mr. Uring, who had letters by this Ihip from the Duke of- Montague ; which 
infoirmed him that his grace was in treaty for five hundred Englifli famij!ie&, .wd five 
hundred Irilh, which he intended to tramfport to St. Lucia as foon as poliiDl?> ,The: 
Hopewell brougk from Barbadoes a number of live Iheep,, which had beeh ddribd' 
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thither by thfe Leopard, 'which was arrived at that ifland, laden with boards, plank, 
and frames of hdufes, for the ufe of the colony. 

WhOT Lieutenant General Matthews returned to Antigua, he left Mr. Uring his 
houfe to live in, where was room for mofl: of the officers. He feint then to acquaint 
thein,^that he had conveniency for them, and defigned to keep a table for their enter- 
t^ment, confidermg it would be much more convenient and lefs charge to his grace, 
for them to keep together, than be feparated. All the fervants that were not lent to 
the plantm were lodged in the out-houfes, and due care was taken both of the lick 
and the well, to have their provilions at proper times, and well ordered. Uring 
feldom went to dinner before he faw all the lick provided, and well iVrved with frefh 
meat and broth, which was for the moll part four times a week, and thofe that were 
lick, every day. The lanie, though there were a great many of them, he drelTed him- 
felffor feveral days, when he had no furgeon. The fervants were all well fujtplied out 
of the duke’s ftores, with clothing and necefl'arles, though they often ftrayed about the 
country and fold them, and then complained to the planters that tliey were naked ; for 
which they were punillied and again fupplied. He frequently feat out the ferjeants with 
parties, to bring in the ftraggicrs, and had no little trouble to keep them in a tolerable 
decorum ; he alfo put up advertll’enients at all the port towns, to warn the mailers of 
ihips from entertaining or carrying any of them ofl' tlie ifland ; and in the beginning 
of May fent Captain King in the Grilfin Hoop to Barbadoes, to bring down the run- 
aways from thence, andfuch letters as were lodged there ftom the Duke of Montague 
for him ; and after her return he ordered Captain Watfon to careeix her, in doing of 
which llie fonk. 

Mr. Uring havmg notice thereof, went to fee her condition, and hired two floops to 
weigh her, and the Griffin was made again lit for the fea. Mr. Uring having been 
informed that many of his grace’s fervants had made their efcape to St. Eultatia, he 
wrote feveral letters to the governor of that ifland, by officers of the duke’s, which 
were fent for that purpofe, to acquaint him therewith, and to defire him to fecure them, 
that they might be returned to St. Chrillopher’s, and accordingly two men were brought 
back from thence. He had ordered the Griffin floop to Antigua, to lie there during 
the hurricane months ; when he had a letter, from lieutenant General Matthews, 
which advifed him that the Duke of Montague had impowered him to have the foie 
difpofal of all his affairs in the Welt Indic-s, and fent him a copy thereof. Mr. Uring 
then obferved liis direction, until his grace had wholly laid afide the thoughts of any 
new fettlement ; and had given him orders to deliver up every thing belonging to him, 
into the hands of the Lieutenant General, to whom his grace had given direction to 
difeharge all, and pay them their falaries to that time, with an allowance for their pafr 
fages for England. After Mr. Uring had delivered up all ftores, arms, cannon, &c. 
to the a^ent of Lieutenant General Matthews, he went up to Antigua, to finilh his 
affairs with him, and from thence to Barbadoes, where he was received very kindly by 
Mr. Worfley. He ftaid a week at that ifland, and then returned to, Antigua, and from 
whence to St. Chriftopher’s, where he took a palfage for England, and arrived at Dover' 
28th of May 1724. 

'Ehus we have given a large and circumftantial account of this expedition, from the 
tilegiasing to the end of it, from the authentic papers of the two gentlemen chiefly con- 
iciemed in it, and very frequently in their own words. From whence it appears, thatit 
apis hi xel^£ls the greateft and moll expenlive fcheme that was ever undert^A by 
il fiibj^ of this crown, or of any other j for befides the Ihips, naval and militiffy ftores, 
c»i(||on, ‘(^ he maintained four hundred and twentyufive fervants for a 
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year and a half, befides eighty-fiv? tradefmen and artificers of feveral forts, who had 
from twenty to thirty pounds a-year wages? and upwards of fifty officers, with falaries 
from fifty to four h^dred pounds a-year, all duly paid, and. themfelves victualled in 
a very dear part of Ine world, during the greateft part of the time. The computing, 
therefore, of the Duke of Montagues expeiice at forty thoufand pounds is rather, uixder 
than over doing the bufinefs ; and nothing can induce us to fufpeCl the largenefs of the 
fum but the very fingular circumftance that attends it, of its coming out of a private 
purfe for the public fervice. This, indeed, and the time at which this expedition was 
undertaken, renders it almoft incredible ; but whoever confiders that in feaftins of thp 
greateft corruption (as I'urcly that of the South-Sea, and the bubbles. that attended it, 
was here) Providence ufually raifes u]) fome extraordinary inftances of a contrary Ipirit, 
fuch as Phocion in the decline of the iVtheuian commonwealth, and the younger Cato 
when the Roman republic was on the point of ruin, will the more readily credit this, 
and ailmire it the mon'. I fhould infill farther upon this noble and memorable exam- 
ple but for (wo rcafous ; the firft is, that as the illuftrious perfon to w'hoin it relates is 
living, amoiigft the many inftances of freedom of fpeech that may be met with in this 
work, I flioulJ be afhamed to mix any thing that might be fufpecled of flattery. The 
fecond reafon is, that the virtues of the duke are fo well knowm, and fo univcrfally 
coiifcfl'ed, that I could do no honour to any but myfelf, by endeavouring to cele- 
brate them. 

But though I am willing to decline a talk to W'hich I confefs myfelf unequal, I fhall 
not be afraid of obferving that this is the only proper time of reviving our claim to thofe 
iflands, at leaft to that of vSt. Lucia, to which our title is unqueftionable. we were 
not the firft difco\'erers, we were at leaft the firft planters of that ifland, and befides 
the title which this gives us, we have anoth(‘r, a’nd perhaps a better, viz. that of pur- 
chafe from tile natives, and original inhabitants of it. The French, it is true, have 
all'o fettleil upon that ifland, but as intruders only, and as fuch were obliged to quit it, 
in the reign of King Charles II. fince which our rights to that ifland have been con- 
firmed by treaties. But their lull quitting it, in 1719, is the ftrongeft and clearell 
proof of all. For had they not been fenfible of their having no juft pretenfions to St. 
Lucia, it is impolliblc to luppole that men who fo vigoroufly exerted themfelves to 
prevent our eflablifhment, would fo tamely have given up their own. What their 
motives might be to fo ftrange.a condutl, in the compafs of fo Ihort a time, I fhall not 
pretend to guefs, but this I may fafely and lioneftly fay, that no change in their con- 
dud could poflibly create a change in tlieir title or ours : if our right in 1719 was cer- 
tain, it muft have been as certain in 1722, and if certain then, it inuft be fo ftillj 
which gives us a fair demand to have this right of ours acknowledged by the next 
treaty of peace, that can never he concluded on good terms for this nation, if while we 
ftruggleto make France do juftice to others, we fufler her toperfift in a 61 s of injuftice 
to ourfelves. We lee very clearly, that the general expreflions contained in former 
tieaties avails nothin^g againft France in a time of full peace, and therefore common 
fenfe teaches us, and a due concern for the good of our country requires, that we fhould 
have juftice done us on this head before the conclufion of the prefont war, becaufe unlefa 
it be done now, paft experience fliews us that we can never exped it for the future ? 
that we may very rationally hope for it nowg appears to every man of tolerable under- 
ftanding, who reflects that France, in this refped, gives us nothing of wliich fhe is in 
pofT^on, or to which, in her own opinion, fhe has any juft title ; fo that tovrefufe it 
when fhe pretends to be in a pacific temper, muft be a plain proof tliat fhe dilTeinbles- 
and then it would be madnefs to truft her. 
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There is, however, one particular in relation to this afi^ that ought to be difcufi^ 
bdbre we leave it, which is, what proceedings have llnce happen^ between the two 
crowns fh, teladcxi to tiliis ifland, lafter the expedition before moiiiohed ; and as to thefe, 
I have xiecSved two remailcable papers while this was printing, ■^hich I fliall give the 
teadq| 4 «troediately. In the mean time it is requifjte to obferve, that his prcfent majefty 
Sing George II. having conftituted and appointed Henry Worfley, Efq. governor and 
commander in chief of this ifland, as all his predeceflbrs had been, who were governors 
of Barbadoes, he was gracioufly plcafed to fend him the following inftrudion, in 
reference to the difputes that had happened about it. 

“ GEORGE R. 

“ Triifty and well beloved, we greet you well : Whereas the French for fome ydars 
have claimed the ifland of St. Lucia, and do infill that the right to the iflands of St. Vin- 
cent and St. Dominico, under your government, is in the Caribbeeans, now inhabiting 
the fame, although we have an undoubted right to all the faid iflands ; yet we have 
thought fit to agree with the French court, that until our right be determined the faid 
iflands fliall be entirely evacuated by both nations. It is therefore our will and pleafure, 
and you are accordingly to fignify the fame to fuch of our fubjefts as Ihall be found 
inhabiting any of our faid iflands, that they do forthwith quit the fame until the right 
fliall be dotermintd, as aforefaid ; and that they do comply with this our order within 
thirty days from the publication hereof in each of the faid iflands refpeftively, under 
pain of our highell difpleafure ; and you are to ufe your belt endeavours that no fliips 
of our fuWeds, or of any other nation, do frequent the faid iflands during the time 
aforefaid, Except coming for wood or water. But it is our will and pleafure, that you 
4 o not execute this our order until the French governor of Martinico fliall have received 
the like direftion from the French court, and Ihall, jointly with you, put the fame in 
execution without any exception. And you are hereby further ordered to tranfniit to 
us, by the firll opportunity, a full account of your proceedings, as likewife of thofe of 
the French in this behall', taking care by all opportunities to inform yourfelf whether 
our fubjedls, and thofe of the French king, do comply pundually with the true intent 
and meaning of this agreement, until fueh time as the right to the/aid iflands Ihall be 
;jbfolutely determined as aforefaid. And for your fo doing this Ihall be your warrant. 
And fo we bid you farewell. Given at our court at St. James’s, the 30th day of 
November, in the fouith year of our reign, by his majefty’s command. 

“ Hoiks Ncwcajlle** 

* 

It appears plainly from this inflruftion, and it will appear ftill more clearly from the 
French king’s letter upon this head, that the two courts had come to an agreement 
about this matter, that is, about the immediate fettlement, not as to their rights; for 
our king declares fully and plainly, that he looked upon his to be wholly uninipeached 
by this difpute ; and fo to be fare it was, and is. But let us fee the inltrudions from 
France, which are referred to in the foregoing paper, which were conceived in the 
, words following : ' * 

The French king’s letter or mandate, to the governor of Martinico, dated Decen> 

ber 26, 1730. 

" Monfienr Dc Chaaipigny, 

** The Englifh have, for fome time pall, laid pretenfions to the ifland of St. ILEiCtii, 
which Bfelaags to me, and to which I have an inconteftable right. I'he fame 
ofbns tfaev have laid to the iflands of St. Vincent and St. Domhucoj 1 h|Ui to 
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the Carlbbceans, natives of the country, according to the treaty of the 31 ft of March 
1660 ; and in the poffeffion of which it is my intention to fupport them. I have, 
neverthelefs, agreed with the court of England, that until thefe pretenfions lhall be ' 
determined, the faid iflands lhall be evacuated by both nations. And this is to acquaint 
you, that it is my pleafure, that you make it known, &c.” As in the former. 

Upon thefe papers 1 lhall make but one remark, which is, that they clearly unra- 
velled and expofed the true intention and defign, and, indeed, the whole workings 
and policy of the court of France. There were many who faw and faid this at the 
time, but thought it indecent and improper to publilh fo much, when our court had 
confented to accept of this expedient. But now that reafon is removed, and we are at 
full liberty to fay whatever can be faid with truth upon this fubjeft ; I cannot avoid 
doing fo, and lliall difpatch it jn very few words. The French had not, in their own 
opinion, any title to the illand of St. I.ucia, but what arofe from expediency. They 
faw it lay near them, and they very well knew" the confequeiicc:s that would follow from 
its being fettled by the Englilli, and this, more than any advantages they expefted 
from it, put them upon the attempt to fettle it. 

The reader may poliihly imagine, that I only aflert this, but the fad is otherwise ; 

I can really prove it. 'I’he French writers on geography and trade, nay the French 
politicians, never dreamed of any fuch thing, as appears from tl.<e books ; and the 
famous Mr. Savary, in his Didionary of Commerce, tells us plainly, that the French 
polfcfs or claim ten of the Caribbee iflands, eight entirely, and two in conjundion with 
the Dutch ; all of which he names, but does not include Sr. Lucia ; which Ihews that 
fuch people in France, as mull I’oonefh have heard of this claim, if they had any, knew 
nothing about it. When 1 fay that this fetllement was made to prevent our gaining the 
ifland, rather than from any great hopes of profit, I mean, that thefe were the motives 
of the French miniftry, becaufe they had been long of opinion, that llifpaniola, or 
St. Domingo, ought to be the great objed of their concern in thofe parts of the world, 
for many reafons, which will fall properly in another place. All, therefore, that they 
defired, with refped to the iflands, was to prevent our fettling upon them, which, 
befides an immediate lofs, might prejudice their future views ; and therefore they were 
willing to take poftefllon of St. Lucia as an out-w'ork. If they kept it, it was well, but 
if they kept it only from us it was better ; and this was the true reafon of their propofmg 
the expedient contained in the foregoing papers, which adually anfwored their ends 
better than if the ifland had been abl'olutely yielded to them by us. 

But if the fituation of aflairs in Europe fifteen years ago was fuch, as made it rea- 
fonable for us to fufpend our right, which 1 lay down as a fuppofition, but am far from 
afferting as a lad ; the face of affairs is fince changed, and gives us now the fairelt 
opportunity to effablilh that right ; if the war coutinues we may, and we ought to do 
it by force ; and whenever there comes a peace, the French can affign no colour or 
pretence whatever, againftthe confirming that right, by renouncing their unjuft and 
‘ill-founded claim, jto the preventing our fktling on it. If they took advantage of a paft 
conjundure, when it was not convenient for us to break with them, it is our bufinels, 
as I hinted before, to take the benefit of the prefent conjundure ; when, without quef- 
tion, it is the intereft, and will be confequently the bufmefs, of France to deny us 
nothing of this kind, if we iniift upon it, that is to fay, if,we Ihew we have it at heait j 
and that we are determined to exert our naval power, and to employ our negociations 
for%e fervice of our own country, for the promoting our tiade, fecui:iifg 6 t.r nayiga;* 
tion, and extendmg our intereft in the Weft Indies. , 
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But the queftion may be alked, what is the real value and importance of the thing^ 
,for which you would have iis contend ? What is this St. Lucia worth ? What can be 
'made of it ? Why Ihould we trouble ourfelves about it. In anfwer to this, I can only 
■fey in few Words, tlfet it has been computed, that the produft and’’ commerce of this 
ifland might, fti a few years, be brought to yield Great Britain an annual rent of two 
hundred' thoufand pounds ; but to fliow the poflibility or rather the probability, if not the 
certainty of this calculation, 1 Ihall give the reader Captain Uring’s defcrlption of this 
illand, who went thither on purpefe to fettle it j who was a man of great underftanding 
in matters of this nature, and whofe honefty was as little queftioned as his capaciiy ; fo that 
1 cannot difeem apy objeftion that can be rcafonably made to his account, which is alfo 
remarkably plain and fuccinft, and with which, as to this fubjed, 1 fliall conclude. 

“ St. Lucia is about twenty-two miles in length, and eleven broad ; the greateft 
part j)f it very good land, and in many places hilly, and ntany very rich valleys very well 
watered with fine rivers all through the illand, which makes it exceedingly pleafant 
and delightful, and it muft be very healthful by its being fo narrow ; and the hills 
being not fo high to intercept the continual trade-winds, that always fan it from the 
eaftward, whereby the heat of the climate is mitigated, and mad(' ratJier agreeable than 
troublefome. The variety of fituations that it affords by the h'ils and vales, makes it 
both convenient and delightful, as well as the pleafantnefs ol' tito i?rolpeds ; and it is 
full of all trees, amongit which are great quanliiies of good tinil.er, fit lor building 
houfes and windmills; from v. hence both Barbndoes and JMartinico ' have been 
fumifhed with very great quantities, and are Hill ; ilie cacao or chocolate nuts grows 
here very well, and there grows alfo a great deal of fuHic, and there is abundance of 
wild fowl. It lies weft-north-wefl from the iliand of Barbadoes, about twenty-four 
leagues ; fouth from Martinico abt)ut feven leagues ; and the fame diltance north by 
eaft from St. Vincent ; and hath I'everal good bays, and excellent harbours for Ihips 
to anchor in ; one of which is the Polite Careenage, where we defigned the lirit 
fettlement. This harbour is on the north-well: part of the ifland, and is much tlie lineft 
and molt convenient in all the Caribhcc Iflands ; great numbers offliips may be there 
fafe in all kinds of weather, and it is very commodious for careening fliips of war and 
other veffcls. If this ifland had been fettled, as was intended by his ^race the Duke of 
Montague, proper forts built, and garrifons placed therein, for the protedion and 
defence thereof, it would have been tjf the greateft importance for the fecuring the 
Leeward Iflands, and even Barbadiies, from being invaded by France in time of war 
for no armament can be made, no/ any expedition carried on by the French at Mar- 
tinico, againft any of thofe colonics, but mult be known at St. Lucia, almoft as foon as 
the defign is formed, by the nearuefs of its neighbourhood lo that ifland ; from whence, 
liS^pwife Barbadoes and the Leeward Iflands might have notice to provide for their 
better defence. If St. Lucia were well inhabited by the Englilh, the people of Mar- 
tinico would know their intereff bettor than to enter upon any expedition againft 
Blarbadoes or the Leeward Iflands, when they Iiad an enemy fo near them ; for they 
npft needs confider, if their men were font oH' that illand to invade tlic I-eeward. 
l^nds, the Barbadians would join the people of St. Lucia, and fall upon Martinico iff 
tfcje abfence of their men; which would endanger the lofs of that ifland, or ah leaft 
the iffunder or fpoiling of it ; and would be more damage lo them than any benefit 
they propofe to themfelves, by invading the I.eeward Iflands, and I'o the fame' if 
deljgn is againft Barbadoes ; the Let;ward Iflands people joining thefe oT St. 
Lucia, Martinico will be in the fame danger, and by that means oilt plafftatiotis itt thOfe 
flam willOS entirely fecqred by the poffeflipn of St. Lucia, and it will alfo be in the 
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flower of the Englifli to difturb the French, and not in the power of the French to hnrt 
the EngUflu But if both nations fliould fit ftill without hurting each other, yet 
St. .Lucia will be- of the grcateft advantage to Great Britain, if it v/cre appointed the' 
place of rendezvotis for his MajcIIy’s fhips of war j from wheBifee they might conid' 
tinually relieve each other, if need were, and keep always cruizing on the French, that 
they could not be able to have a vcfTel go in or out of their harbour, but what might 
be intercepted by the king’s fhips, and lb the trade of our plantations would thereby 
become fecured, and the Maniaicans would have no rcafon to boaft as they did in the 
late war, that they maintained tlieir iilaiu's chiefly by privateering on the En^ifli, which 
is too well known to the merchants that have been traders to thofe parts. 'But in cafe 
St. I.ucia was fettled, and proper meafures purfued, it would entirely prevent fuch 
n^iichieis for the luture, and the I'jigHlh would foon grow too powerful for the French, 
who at prefent have greatly the advantage of the Knglilh ; and the Leeward Iflands 
are in the grcaiell danger, in calc of a war with France, of being invaded, which the 
Englifli planters are moil fcnfibie of, and it is what the wifefl of them apprehend 
every day.” 

1,5. 'i'iie reimuks that hav'e Iteen already made in the courfe of this feflion, upon 
the fevoral hibjecls to which it relates, make it unnccefliiry for me to detain the reader 
very long with ebfei vations at the ciufe. But, however, fome things are both fit and 
rcquiiiu' to be laid Iiere, for the iidonnalion of my readers in generil ; and for remind- 
ing thole in particular who have it in their power to be ufeful to the colonies. It is 
certain, that from the very time Sir Walter Raleigh, the father of our Englifh 
colonies, and his afloclates tirfl; projcc'ccd thofe eflablifliments, there have been many 
who have eitlier found an intcrefl;, or took a pleafure, in mifreprefenting or Icflfening 
the value of tiicm. When the intention of improving thefe dilbtnt countries, and the 
aclvanttiges tiiat w-ere hoped for from it, w ere firit fel forth, there were fome who treated 
them not only as chimerical, but as ilangerous ; they faid that it was very uncertain 
whether we might meet with fuccefr, and if we did, it might difpcoplc the nation. 
'I’hefe, and many other objeftions, ll.iwing partly from a narrowiicfs of underftanding, 
but I am afraid chiefly from anariownefs of heart, have been difproved by experience, 
which has fuewn that w h;u \v;is then propofed was practicable in itfelf, profitable in its 
conlequenccs, and attended with none of thofe mifehiefs that thefe timorous or ill in- 
tentioned people either apprehended or feemed to apprehend. 

The diflieultics w'hieh attended, and which will always attend fettlements at the 
beginning, proved a new eaufe of clamour ; and many fpitelul things were faid about the 
facrilicing Co many Engliflmicn, to the obftinatc delire of fixing colonies in countries, 
which a.r that time did not produce any great advantages. But by degrees, as thefe 
diflieultics were overcome thofe complaints likewife ctai’cd, and we heard no mope of 
thefe pretended hardfliips ; which, in reality, were no other than the lending fuch, as 
from the perverfcncfs of their own difpolitions were capable only of domg mifehief 
here ; Inch as the feverity of their creditors would have deftined to perpetual im- 
prifonment ; and ’Inch ns, either from lazinefs or indigence, would have perilhed in 
‘our fl reels, to be ufeful to thcmfelves and to the community in the colonies. 

But when thefe complaints ceafed, others rofe in their Head ; and when it could be 
no longer faid that tlic colonies were ttfelefs, it was alledged that they were not ufeful 
enough 19 their mother country ; that while we were loaded Wth taxes, they were ab- 
fplutcly free, and that the planters lived like princes, while the inhabitants of Great 
Brhain laboured hard for a tolerable fubfiftence. 'i'his produced cuftoms and irapofitioos 
upon all plantation, commodities, wrhich if they are grievous to the inhabitants of tie 
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plantations, mult turn to our difadvantage as well as theirs, and confequently become 
a great prejudice to both. At prefent there is a vait change in the hice of a0ak$ in 
' thefe parts of the world, which has confequently produced a change in the notions and 
fentiments of thofe4)who are fettled there, and ought likewife to produce a change in 
our conduct. ■ The principal point in this change is, the furprizing growth or the 
Frencb 'power in America, from whence we have had many warnings given us, which 
certainly were not received with I'o much attention as they ought to have been; ’ If we 
had confidered, that in the reign of king Charles 11. w hen France had very little trade, 
and her colonies were of no great confequcnce, flie was alraoft a match for all F.urope 
and that too when the marititne powers w'ore in their mofl flouri filing condition ; 
we might have ealily forefeen to w’hat a height her power would incre: fe with the help 
of colonies and commerce ; but either we did not forefee it, or we fuftered ourfclve9||||||i 
be fo much taken up with nearer objedfs, that we did not fufHciently provide againftlm 
evil, which of all others we ought mofl to apprehend. 

The very thing that has hitherto hindered us from conceiving as we ought to do of 
our danger in this refpcdl, would have convinced us mofl fully, if w'c had viewed it on 
the right fide, and reafoned upon it as became us. 11 we find that in conjundlioh with 
the grealefl powers upon the continent, w-e have not been able for fiity years pafl, to fet 
any bounds to the ambition of France in Europe, w'hat limits are we like to fet to her 
power America, ■v^'hen it comes to bear any proportion there, to what flic has attained 
here, and towards which, as we fee fhe has already made large flrides ? 

It may be anfwered, that at prefent flic is very far from being equal to us in flrcngth in 
that part of the world ; that the colonies arc very apt to think themfelves in danger, 
long before they are fo ; and that if their fears were nally fo great as they would fome- 
times reprefent them, as they have a force fufficient, it is I'carce to be doubted that 
they would at length find a will to help and relieve themfelves. We may anfwcr to 
this, that if the French had a power in America, in any degree approaching ours, our 
care might probably come too late, efpecially confidering the great change tliat has 
happened there, where, inflcad of having all the world for allies, w'c have hardly fo much 
as a friend in appearance, the Spaniards being become friends to France, and the Dutch 
having neither force, nor perhaps inclination to aflifl us. The nature of their govern* 
ment alfo, though it makes their fubjecis lefs happy, makes their colonics more for- 
midable, and enables the prince to protccl them more ell’ectually, and to grant them from 
time to time greater encouragements ; fo that we need not wonder they have overcome 
fo many difficulties, or that the tn.de of liie French illands fliould be fo much more con- 
liderable now than it was at the peace of Utrecht. We may be likewife fure of this, that 
the more their trade incrcafcs, the more it will be encouraged ; becaufe the French 
miittiftry pay a particular regard thereto and as we have already fliewn in our hiftory 
of the Eaft India Company, they are never wanting to fuch as are not wanting to them- 
felves; but from the great principle of promoting tlie grandeur of France, yield all the 
^fiance they can to what they vifibly perceive will increafe the wealth and augment 
iht naval power of the kingdom. ' 

„As to the apprehenfions of the colonies, time has fliewn they are but too well founded ; 
ova iiettlements upon the continent are in a manner furrounded by them ; the ref- 
ponddi^e between Canada and Louvifiana is in fome meafure fettled ; and, thoti^h a 
great haigth of time may be ncceffary to perfeft the defigns they may have formed csB 
that fide, yet jjf we do not intefpofe, as indeed we might eafily do, they will be fome 
timeor otner perfeded, and then we lhali find our circumllances very imeafy. 1 This to 
every j^iaa who jpU but turn his thoughts upon the fubjed, mult appear very plain and 
‘ ' very 
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tery certain ; we fliould not therefore wonder that thofe who both fee and feel it, eitprefe 
therafelves wth fome warmth (ipon this topic : and at the worft, our colonies had b«ter 
alarm us too foon than flumber themfelves, and fuffOT us to flumber-till it is too late. ' 
The French have already a great power in the iflands, and if ever <diey ihould become 
entirely mailers of Hifpaniola, which we know not how foon they mSy, the elFefts 
would be fatal to us. We have, at prcfent, no idea of the importance of that illand, or 
at leaft no adequate idea of it ; becaufe the Spaniards, who are poffelfed of the greateft 
paart of it, either from their laxinefs or their weaknefs, make no ufe of it ; but we 
fhould find it quite otherwife if the whole was in the French hands; and therefore 
amongd all our guarantees, it would be very right to have a general guarantee f<w the 
l^anilh dominions in the Well Indies. 

■BILs to our colonies helping themfelves, there is no doubt they do fo, or their fituation 
^Wild lie very bad. We hear daily of great things done by their privateers, but 
our fquadrons perform very little ; and whoever compares the exploits done by the 
Buccaneers, who were but Welt Indian privateers^ with what has been done by regular 
naval force, would lea.rce believe they were of the fame nation : men of war in their 
porte, and commodores ar.d captains on fhor'', do our colonies very little fervice ; for 
they neither protet!:! nur own trade, nor difirefs that of the enemy ; lo that whatever 
expence this may create to us we ought not to charge it upon them. If any expedition 
is concerted here, we lind tlu' people in Jamaica and the Leeward Iflands, ready enough 
to expend hjpth their treafure and their blood in the execution of it ; and in cafe of 
mifearriages, we have I’eldom hatl reufon to lay the blame at their doors. As to the 
northern colonies, we have known them do lotne, and attempt many great things j fo 
that it is barbarous to accufe them of being wanting to themfelves. 

The truth is, we want a proper jnilitary force in America ; and I have often 
wondered that fome ..ai) was not contrived to fend our half-pay officers thither; I do 
nor mean to fend them thithc'r upon half pay ; but to take fuch meafures as that they 
fhould have whole-pay, one half from home, and the other raifed there. We might 
likewife make it worth the attention of our invalids, both foldiers and feamen, who, if 
they have common feiife, would like a comfortable ellablifliinent in New York, Pen- 
fylvania, or Virginia, with their wives and families, full as well as an apartment in any 
college, or being cooped up in our garrilbns, or in the Scilly Iflands. If by thefe, or by 
any other methods, we could cftahliih a regular military force, and even in time of 
peace keep the men fome way or other in action and difcipliite, our colonies w ould be a 
match or overmatch for the Fr|pch, as experience Ihews from the colony of Georgia, 
where we have been always a match, and once ah over-match for the Spaniards, by 
mere dint of military dilcipline, though we h;id but a very handful of people. 

Thefe are things that demand immediate and ger.orai coniKleration, Our colonies 
were always of great confequeuce, but they are now' of the greatell confequence to the 
nation ; for at leafl: one half of our commerce depends upon them, as the w'hole of our 
«llrength and happinefs depends upon it : our wealth produces liberty, and our wealth 
; was produced by trade, w'hatever leflens that will therefore effcdl thefe, and if evei^’it 
Should be taken away, we uiufl certainly I’eei what we felt before, poverty and 
arbitTEi'y power. The wifeft ufe therefore that we can make of wealth while we have 
it is toTecure its fources, by employing our fleet in that part of the world wliere their 
fuccefs mpft be attended with certain and immediate advantages ; for diflrolling the 
trade of the French mull benefit ours. In King William’s war we had Spain for an 
ally, and th^efore we could not then take any advantage from her weaknelk In th6 
a&rt general war we were neither her friend nor foe j we did her fome hurt, and ouf- 
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felves no good. But the French have been gainers by both wars ; they had plundered 
the Spaniards in the firft as open enemi^; they ftripped them of their money in the 
laft by being pretended friends. In the pr^ent war we have done pretty well, and the 
French have perhaps been no great gainers by their friendfliip with Spain. ThivS 
ought to teiiSii us the wifdoni of living with that nation always either upon the bell 
terms ©rthe worft j as cordial allies or as open enemies ; for whenever we are between 
both of thefe we are lure to be the fullcrers, and the French and Dutch run away 
with all; 

It is our bufinefs therefore to conlinuo nlwat’s armed in this part of the world, where 
we ..have a fuperior force, and where we Ihonld be ever ready to exo-t it, not againfi: 
innocent and inofienfive neighbours, hut agaim!. falfe friends and trcacherouvS allies. If 
our legal trade with the Spanilh Well Indies were rcltored we ought to make i&||||ur 
bufinefs to fee that it be a leg;d ti'ade ; for it is certain that the nation neither gets^Rr 
lofes, while the fame quantity of goods are difpofed ofl'.y different hands; we ought 
therefore to convince the crown of Spain, that we can treat, and moan to treat them well; 
and at the fame time, we Ihould fliew them, that as it is not tiieir interell to treat us ill, 
fo it is not our nature to bear it; illicit trade and couventioi!'; may do well cnoughjfor a 
feeble republic, but are beneath a poweri'ul kingdom; that, as it owia its power (o, 
ought to be always able and willing to protert its trade. Such are the fentiments 
which ought to ihfpire the breads of Brililh Itatefnien, The reff of the world are 
convinced that wo liave not the talents of ncgociaiiou ; we fuaglit tiiereforo to con- 
vince them, that we do not (hind in need of inch talents ; but that v/# can do our 
bufinefs without them. The Dutch, v.'liatcver l;in<',nag(! they may uie in liuropc, have 
have always talked in tliis tone in the Eatl Indies, and we ought to ufe it in the Well ; 
while our power is great there, wo fiiould exert and iiicrcale it ; wlien once it begins 
to decline, advice will come too late, and therefore no man can be blamed forgiving it 
in time, whether it be followed or not. It is the privilege of every freeman to fpcak 
and write for the fcrvice of his country, and the privilege only ol a few to ad ; but if 
the former excite, and tlic latter v.'ill perforin, nothing is clearer, than that our country 
muff be ferved ; which, in this world is ti'e worthlell end of men, and therefore wliat 
we fhould all purfue. 


CHAP. 



chapter V. 


THE HISTORY OF THE RISE. PROGRESS, AND PRESENT STAT^ OF fHE 

COLONY OF GEORGIA ; 

WITH THE ATTEMPT MADE UPON IT BY THE SPANIARDS, AND THEIR 

TOTAL DEFEAT. 

INTEllSriniSED WJTH ORIGINAL PAPERS. 

in introdiu^fory Acccnmt of ihc Motives which gave Rife io this Defigti offeitUng td 
Je South of Carolina^ a) id the Nature of the Colony propofed, — 2. A large Extrail of 
the Charter granted by his prefent Majc/ly^ for incorporating the Trujlces^ and en- 
abling ilh'm to ca/Tv their De/ign into Execution . — 3. The Refolution taken by the 
Trujices when incorporated^ for fcctiring Lfiates in Lands to the original Planters and 
th^ir Heirs Male, and for the perpetual Exclufion of Negroes.-— The firft Colony 
fent over under the Direhlion of James Oglethorpe, Efq. the Town of Savannah laid 
out, anti ihc fir f Treaty with the Creek Indians. — 5. The Return of Mr. Oglethorpe 
to England in 1734, and his bringing with hint Tomochichi and other Indians ; the 
Ails prepared by the Trujlecs for the Government of Georgia, approved by the Lords 
of Trade aitd Plantations, and ratified by his Majcjly. — 6. I'he great Embarkation in 
the 1 ear 1735, on the extraordinary Grant of Twenty five thoifand Pounds by Parlia- 
ment, grounded upon a Memorial from South Carolina ; with a Copy of that MemoriaL 
— 7. The Uhlory of the Cedony farther continued, together with an Account of the 
Improvement made f herein, and Jndulgencies granted io the Planters by the Trujlees.--^^ 
8. The fame Subjecl piirfucd io the Tear 1740, and a View of the Number of People 
fent over by the 'JVi fees ^ from the Time their Charter was granted to the Clofe of that 
Tear. — 9. A Profped cf the Country rf Georgia as il is nozci fettled, the Number ^ 
Situation, and Importance of the Towns, Forts, iffc. eretied there \ with various other 
Particulars. — 10, The Condition of the People in this Colony on the breaking out of the 
War with Spain, and the Rcflution taken cf ading in Conjunclionwitb the Caroliniam^ 
if fen lively, againjl ihc Spaniards. — 11. yl fuccinhl Account of the Expedition againfi 
Tort Si. Augifin, and the Coufcqiicnccs of that Expedition. — 12. The Grand Invafwt^ 
on that Colony by the whole Force of New Spain, and the true End of this extraordinary 
Armament. — \ yfTbc total and ivondcrfiil Defeat of that great Force hv his Majefy^s 
Forces, under the Command of General Oghihorpe. — 14. The Congratulations on the 
News of this important and dee five Ahtion, from the Governors of ourfevcral Colonies, ft) 
General Oglethorpe ; which few their Senfe rf the Confequences of this happy Repidfe* 
— 15. The prefent State of the Colony of Gcorfa coificlercd, and its Importance demon- 
, Jirated, as a Frontier againjl the French and Spaniards, as an Afylim for dfrejfed 
^ Englijhmcn, and foreign Protejhints ; as a necelfary Means for maintaining a good Cof- 
rcjpondcnce with all the Indian Nations, as an exccLlcni Support to the IJlands of Jamaica 
and jSarbadocs, and as a Colony from whence we may reafonably expert Silk, WinCy 
Poi-i^es, 

1. f I IHE* laft of the Britifli colonies in point of fettlement, and of wljich .hitherto 
. I vWe have had no accurate or juil account, much lefs a clear and .i^ithentic 
hiftoty, is Georgia j of which I intend to treat with as much perfpicuity as poffible, that • 

the 
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the reader may apprehend the nature of the country^ the importance of its fituatioft, 
the motives upon which it was fettled, the progrefs of that defign, the attempts and 
difappointments of the Spaniards, the prefent fituation of things there, and the hopes 
that we may rationally entertain as to its fate and fuccefs. This is certainly a very 
extenfive plan; but at the fame time it is the only plan upon which we can proceed, in 
order to give the inquifitive and public-fpiritcd reader, a true notion of the nature and 
importance of this new fettlement ; which is undoubtedly of far greater confequence 
to this nation than hitherto it has been generally conceived to be ; and therefore fuch a 
hiftory as we propofe will be equally necefl’ary and entertaining ; neceflary, as it eifeftu- 
ally^ompleats the hiftory of the Britifli America, of which this is not only the laft 
colony in point of time, but the laft alfo in refpedl to fituation, inafmuch as it extends 
as far fouthward as we claim any right to, and fills up entirely the difeoveries of ihe 
Cabots, which have been fo often mentioned ; entertaining, as it confifts ahnoft wholly* 
of new matter, and as it lliews that even in this age, when luxury and all its attendants, 
feem to be fo firmly eftabliflied in Europe, a I'chcme has been formed for erecting in 
the pleafanteft and moft fruitful part of North America, a Britifli fettlement, upon the 
trueft principles of virtue, induftry, and freedom, which cannot fail of ftriking firm 
and deep root, and of flourifliing in fuch a manner as to do honour to thofi* worthy, 
difinterefted, and,public-fpirited perfons who were firll concerned in laying the foun- 
dation of this defign, and by whofe hearty and vigorous endeavours it has been fo far as it 
is carried into execution. 

In order to proceed regularly, it is requifite to obferve, that about fourteen years ago, 
when this nation enjoyed a profound peace, and when there appeared no juft caufe to 
apprehend its being fpeedily interrupted, fome perfons of great diftindtion, from prin- 
ciples of true patriotifin, and love to mankind, obferving what great numbers of people 
there were in thele kingdoms, who from a variety of misfortunes and untoward acci- 
dents, found themfelves in no condition of fubfifting, at leaft of fubfifting In 4'uch a 
way as to be ufeful to themfelves and the community, which is the foie means whereby 
a number of people become a blelfing, generoufly turned their thoughts towards the 
means of employing fuch multitudes of diflreiTed and indigent perfons for their own 
and the public good. Thefe fpcculations produced at firll fome thoughts of improv- 
ing the moft northern parts of our plantations on the Continent ot America ; but 
upon more mature reflection, and for very good reafons, they changed their purpofes, 
and turned their thoughts to the fouth, particularly to that part of America which 
makes properly our frontier towards the Spaniards and the French, and which, though 
within the bounds of the province of Carolina, as deferibed in its charter, was in 
reality no part of it, as not being at all fettled ; and for that reafim rather a burden 
than an advantage to the province to which it belonged. Upon confining their 
thoughts to this country, they very quickly perceived, that though it had been lb long 
neglefted, it was neverthelefs the moft valuable part of our polTelfions in North America, 
and the moft capable of being made a fruiiful, populous, and ufeful country, though at 
that time lying entirely wafte, overgrown with vaft woods, which gave Ihelter to R 
few Indians, runaway negroes, and other banditti ; alfording great advantages to the 
Spaniards in time of war, and upon the extremities of which great incroaeftmeHts 
might be made before this nation could have proper intelligence of them. Thi^ faw 
that as to climate and fituation no ctfhntry could claim a better, that it extended feventy 
miles frqm north to fouth, and that it was three hundred miles from the midft of the 
coaft to the Apalacbian mountains, the country widening all the way ; they, .were con- 
vinced that- when a Kttle,open and cleared, there could not be a pleafantor or healthier 
, country 



OF THE EMOZ.ISH IK AMERICA. 


country upon the face of the globe ; that the foil prove fhutful and eafy to be- 
cultivated ; that therefore people might fubfift thei^ upon very moderate labour ; 
which circumftances induced them to think, there could be no place more proper 
found for the habitadon of the unhappy people before mentioned. 

But befides thefe fentiments of private pity, they were influenced likewife by motives ■ 
of public utility. They forefaw that if this project could be brought to bear, it would 
turn vaftly to the advantage of North and South Carolina, then lately purchalcd by the 
crown, by providing an elFeCtual frontier againft the Spaniards and the French, which 
they had hitherto wanted, and of the want of which they had loudly complained : they 
judged by this means, that new alliances might be contracted with the Indians ; Of in 
cafe that could not be efleClod, the new colony muft certainly keep them in awe, and 
pr^ent their being fo terrible as within ^ few years before they had been to the people 
of Carolina : And they fuw juft reafons to believe that this new colony, when eftablilhed, 
might cultivate many rich and valuable commodities for the fervice of Great Britain. 
Thefe, and many other reafons of like nature, engaged them to think ferioufly of 
bringing fo compaflionate, lo pradicable, and fo ufeful a proi<*£l to bear ; in order to 
which uiey found it nt^celTary to apply themfeb'es to the crown for fuflicient powers, to 
enable them to fet this undertaking on foot. They did fo, and received all the 
countenance and encouragement they could defire or expetl, as wi|J appear by the 
following extraft from the inftrument by which they were incorporated, and fo put into 
a condition of legally executing what they had fo charitably projedfed. 

2. “ His Majefty King George II. by his letters patent, bearing date the 9th day of 
June 1732, reciting, amongd other things, that many of his poor fubjedls were, through 
misfortunes, and want of employment, reduced to great neceflities, and would be glad 
to be fettled in any of his Majelly’s provinces in America ; where, by cultivating the 
lands w^e and defoiate, they may not only gain a comfortable fubfiftencc, but alfo 
flrengthM his Majelly’s colonies, and increafe the trade, navigation, and wealth of his 
Majelly’s realms ; and that the provinces in North America had been frequently 
ravaged by Indian enemies, more efpccially that of South Carolina, whofe fouthem 
frontier conti'med unfettled, and lay open to the neighbouring favages ; and that to 
relieve the wants of the faid poor people, and to protect the fubjedts of South Carolina, 
a regular colony of the faid poor people Ihould be fettled and eftablilhed in the fouthem 
frontiers of Carolina ; and for the confidcrations aforefaid, conftitute a corporation by 
the name of the ‘ J’l uftees, for eftablifliing the colony of Georgia in America,* with 
capacity to purchafe and take lands ; to fue and to bp fued ; to have a common feal, 
and to chufe members in the faid corporation on the third Thurfday in March yearly ; 
with reftraining claufes, that no member of the faid corporation Ihould have any falary, 
fee, perquifite, benefit, or profit whatfoever, for adling therein ; or fliould have any 
office, place, or employment of profit under the faid corporation ; with a diredlion to 
the faid corporation, every year fo lay an account in writing before the Lord Chancellor, 
Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench, Mailer of the Rolls, Chief Juftice of the Common 
Pleas, and Chief B<fron of the Exchequer, or any two of them, of all money or effed:s 
them received or expended, for carrying on the good purpofes aforefaid ; with a 
powe|,J!p make bye-laws, conllitutions, orders, and ordinances ; and granted, amongll 
other thlligs, to the faid corporation, and their fuccelTors, under the refervations therein 
menrioned, feven undivided parts, (the whole into ^ight equal parts to be divided), of all 
thefe lan^ countries, and territories, fituate, lying, and bang, in that pert South 
Caftilina in America, which lies from the moil northernmoft ftream of a river there, 
called the Savannah, 'along the fea coaft to the fouthward, i^nto the moft fewthem * 
VOL. XII. ^ L ftream 
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ftreamof a cerudn other gMyater or river^ called the Alatamaha, aod weAnrard 
from the head of the faid rivOT^efpeftively in dire^^ lines to the South Seas, To have 
and to hold the fame to them, the faid corporation, and their fucceflbrs for ever ; for 
the better fupport of the faid colony, yndei the yearly rent of four Ihillings proclamation 
inOlt^y of South Carolina, for every hundred acres of the faid lands, for every of which 
the had corporation Ihould grant, demife, plant, or fettle, but not to commence until 
ten years after fuch "^rant, demile, planting or fettling ; and erefted and created the faid 
lands, countries, and territories, into one independant and feparate province, by the 
name of Georgia ; and made the inhabitants who Ihould refide therein free, and not 
fubjefl to any of the laws, orders, ftatutes, or conftitutions of South Carolina, except 
the commander in chief of the militia ; and authorized the faid corporation, for the 
term of twenty-one years, from the date of the faid letters patent, to form and prepare 
laws, ftatutes, and ordinances, for the government of the faid colony, not repugnant to 
the laws and ftatutes of England ; to be prelented under their common feal to liis 
.Majefty in council, for his approbation or difallowance ; and that the faid laws fo ap- 
proved of, lliould be in full force and virtue, within the faid province ; and iinppwered 
the faid council for the time being of the faid corporation, or the major part rtf. ithem, 
to difpofe of, expend, and apply all the money and cll'crts belonging to the laid corpora- 
tion, and to make contrails for carrying on and elfeiling the good purpofes therein 
intended ; and that they lliould from time to lime appoint a treal'urer, fecretary, and 
fuch other oflicers, minifters, and fervants of the laid corporation, as they lliouid fee 
proper for the good management of their affairs, and at their plcafure to remove them, 
and appoint others in their ftcad j and that flr.'y lliould appoint reafonable falaries, per- 
quilites, and other rewards for their labour or lervices ; and that uicli officers llioukt be 
, Iworn before they a£t, for the faithful and due execution of their refpedivc offices and 
places ; and declai-ed that the treafurer and fecretary for the time being, Ihould be in- 
capable of being members of the f uel corporation ; ;ind granted to the laid cc^oration, 
that it Ihould be lawful for them, their officers and agents, to tranfport and convey, 
into the faid province, fuch of his Majclly’s fubjecls, and foreigners, as were willing to 
go and inhabit, and refide there ; and declared all perfons born witliin the faid province, 
and their children, and their pofteriiy, to be free denizens, as if they had been born 
within any of his Majefty ‘s dominions ; and inipowered the laid common council, in the 
name of the corporation, and under their coininon leal, to diftribute, affign, transfer, 
and fet over fuch particular portions of the faid lauds, tenements, and hereditaments, 
unto fuch ofhis Majelty’s lubjefts and others, willing to live in the faid colony, upon 
^ fuch terms, and for fuch ellates, and upon fuch rents, refervations, and conditions, as 
the fame might lawfully be granted ; and as to the faid common council, or the majbr 
part of them, lliould feem lit and proper, provided no grant Ihould be made of any 
part of the faid lands, unto, or in truft for, or for the benefit of, any member of the 
laid corporation ; and that no greater quantity of the faid lands be granted, either 
entirely or in parcels, to, or to the ufe of, or in fruit for, any one perfon, than five 
J^jpdred acres ; and declared that all grants made contrary to \he true intent and 
meaning thereof, lhall be abfolutely null and void. And granted, that the laid corpo- 
ration, for the term of twenty-one years, from the date of the faid letters pateitlj ^ ould 
lytve power to ereft and conftitute judicatures, ami courts of record, or other ddirts to 
be held in his Majefty’s name, for ibe hetiring and determining all manner of crimes, 
offence^ pl»is, proceffics, plaints, aftions, matters, caufes, and tilings whatfoever arifiBg 
or happehiQg within the faid province, or between perfons inhabiting or fefiding theS® » 

' and m awaiding and making out executions tbercupoo, and dire£Ung tke faia corpo- 
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ratkm td r^gifter, of caufe to be regiftered, all plantings, conreyaftces, 

fettliMrients and' improvements whatlbever, as IhouWat anytime be made of any lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, within the IMd -province ; and yearly to tranfmit authentic 
accounts thereof, unto the auditor of the plantations, or his deputy, and to the furveyor 
of SouthCarolina, to infpedl: and furvey the fame, to afcertain the quit-rents, which ihbhld 
becomti due according to the refervation before mentioned. But not to have or take 
any gratuity, fee,. or reward, for fuch furveyor infpcdion, on forfeiture of their office; 
with a provifo that all leafes, grants, and conveyances, to be made of any lands within 
the faid province, or a memorial containing the fubftance thereof, fliould be regiftered 
W'ith the auditors of the plantations, w'ithin one year from the date thereof ; othei^fe 
that the fame fliould be void. And direded, that all rents, iffues, or profits, which 
fhould come to the faid corporation, ilfuing or arifing out of or from the faid province, 
fhould be laid out and applied in fuch manner, as would moft improve and enlarge the 
faid colony, and beft anfwer the good purpofes therein mentioned, and for defraying 
all other charges about the fame. And diredec the faid corporation, from time to 
time, to give in to one of the fecretaries of ftate, and to the commiffioners of trade and 
plantations, accounts of the progrefs of the faid colony. And direded that the faid 
common council fliould, from time to time, for the faid term of tw'cnty-one years, from 
the date of the faid letters patent, have power to appoint all fuch governors, judges, 
magifl rates, minifters, and officers, civil and militar)'^, both by fea and land, within the 
faid diftrid, as they fliould think fit and needful for the government of the faid colony, 
(except fuch oilicers as fliouKi be appointed for managing, colleding, and receiving 
fuch of his Majelty’s revenues as fhould arife wathin the laid province), w'ith a provifo 
that every governor fo appointed, fliould be approved by his Majefiy, and qualify him- 
felf as other governois in America arc by law' required to do, and give fccurity for 
obfervi^ the ads oi parliament relating to trade and navigation, and obeying all 
ftrudions from his Majcfty, o;- any ading under his authority, purfuant to the faid ads. 
And granted, that the laid corporation, for the faid term of twenty-one years, from the 
date of the faid letters patent, fhould have power by any commander, or other officer, 
for that jiurpofe appointed, to train, intiuft, exercife, and govern a militia for the 
fpecial defence and liifety of the faid colony, to alfemble in martial array ; and put in 
warlike pofture tiic inhabitants of the faid colony ; and in time of adual war, invafion, 
or rebellion, to ufc and exercife the law martial, and alfo to ered forts, and fortify ahy 
place within the faid colony ; and the fame to furnifh W'ith all necefl'ary ammunition, 
provifion, and flores of war, for offence and defence, and from time to time to commit 
the cuftody and government of them to fuch perfon or perfons as to them fhould feem 
meet ; declaring that the Governor or Commander in Chief of South Carolina, fliould 
have the chief command of tJie militia of Georgia, and that they fliould obferve his 
orders. And granted, that the faid corporation fliould have pow'er to import and ex- 
port their goods, at and from any fort or ports that fliould be appointed by hisMajefty, 
within the faid proyince, for that purpofe, without being obliged to touch at any other 
port in South Carolina. A'nd declared, that after the end of the faid twenty-one yijjfrs, 
fuch form of government, and making of laws and ftatutes, and ordinances, for the 
gov««iinent of the faid province, and its inhabitants, fliould be ellablifhed and obferved 
withm the fame, as his Majefty, his heirs and fuc^effors, fliould ordain and appoint, and 
fliould be agreeable to law ; and that after the dhd of the faid twenty-one years, the 
governor, and all officers, civil and military, within the faid province, ,<rouId be 
ajppoiated by, his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors.” ^ 
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3. As ibon as they had obtained this gracious and extenfive charter, the idDowiag 
noble and honourable perfons undertook, in quality of trufteps, to enrage vigoroufly in 
the execution of this defign, viz. Anthony Earl of Shaftefbury, John Lord Vifcount 
Percival, fince created Earl of Egmont, John Lord Vifcount Tyrconnel, JameS Lord 
ViHount I.ymerick, George Lord Carpenter, Edward Digby, Efq. James Oglethorpe, 
Efq. George Heathcote, Efq. 'I'homas Tower, Efq. Robert More, Efq. Robert 
Hucks, Efq. William Sloper, Efq. Francis Eyles, Efq. John Laroche, Efq. James 
Vernon, Efq. Stephen Hales, A. M. Richard Chandler, Efq. Thomas Frederick, Efq. 
Henry L’ApdS^ Efq. William Heathcoate, Efq. John White, Efq. Robert Kendal, 
Efq. Richard Bqndy, D. D. Their firft care was to obtain a fund fufficient for the 
fending over a confiderable number of people, and providing them with all kinds of 
neceffaries, towards which they fubferibed liberally themfclves ; obtained confiderable 
films by way of collection from well-difpofcd people, and had befides a grant fresn the 
parliament of 1 o,oool. 

They next turned their thoughts, as to the moft proper method of fettling thefe 
people, when fent over to Georgia, fo as that they might be enabled to live comfortEbly" 
themfelves, and at the fame time anfwer all the ends for which they were fent thither j 
it being judged highly reafonable, that thofc who were thus provided for, at the public 
expence, ihould be made in every refpeCt, as ufeful to the public as poflible. They 
refolved therefore to confidcr each inhabitant in a double capacity, as a planter, and as 
a ibldier, who were confequently to be provided with arms for their defence, as well as 
tools for the cultivation of their land, and taught the exercife of both. They alfo 
refolved, that upon the lirft fettling of this colony, towns fliould be laid out, and lands 
allotted to each of them for their maintenance, as near thofe towns as poflible ; that the 
former might ferve for their defence, and the latter for their fubfillence. Iti confe- 
quence of thefe refolutions, it was agreed that every lot or portion of land, lliould 
confiil: of fifty acres 5 and that it Ihould be granted them in tail male, as the prbpereft 
tenure for the colony in its infancy, and the fitteft to preferve it from thofe inconve- 
niences to which it was moft obnoxious ; and with refpeft to any hardfliips that might 
arife from this tenure, they determined to remedy them occafionally, till fuch time as 
the condition of the colony fliould render an alteration necefl'ary. 

They likewife determined to prohibit negroes, the ufe of them feeming abfolutely 
inconfiftent with the defign of this colony, and' befides this, in many refpe£fs incon- 
venient and dangerous. Inconvenient, as the firft coft of a negro is about thirty pounds ; 
a fum, that it was not to be fuppofed many of the people fent to Georgia could lay out 
for themfelves ; nor was it fit that the trnftees fliould do it for them, fince this would 
pay the paifage, provide tools, and defray the expence of a white man’s fubfiftence for 
a year, who would then become a fecurity to the province. It was forefeen, that if a 
white man kept a negro, he would be lefs willing and lefs able to labour himfelf. If 
fuch as were in circuinftances to go over at their own expeuce, were allowed to make 
ufe of negroes, it was judged that this would difpirit tlie poor planters, would incline 
fudjL as were poflefled of negroes to abfent themJelves, as in other' provinces ; might 
enable them, if fuccefsful, to eat up and opprefs their poorer neighbours ; or tempt 
them, If unfuccefsful, to mortgage or fell their lands to the negro merchants. 
wereapparpt and gicat inconveniences, but the dangers wereftill more numerous' and 
more certain. _ in the firft place, it was evident that as the planters in Georgia were to 
be fent ovgr wjkh their families, if negroes were allowed, whenever the men were abfent 
from their plantations upon any duty, their wives and children would be at the mercy 
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ofthefeiwgipes } and thus, b^des the cafe of fecuring themfelves agaiiift fomgn 
mvahons, they would be likewlfe under a neceffity of jiroviding for tndr domemc 
faf(^i| In the next place, it was forefeen that the Spaniards at St. Auguftin would be 
coi^lwialiy inticing away the negroes, or inciting them to infurre£Hons ; the former of 
which would have been very eafy, as they had only a fmall river or two to fwim dVfer,, 
which-^ey might do fingly as well as in parties ; the latter was fo much the more to be 
dreaded, as an attempt or two of this kind mud have greatly difcouraged, if not totally 
fubverted, the Englilh colony ; and the certainty of thefe evils was the greater, becaufe 
in a time of profound peace, the Spaniards had praftifed both in regafd-to the colony 
of South Carolina, thougli at a greater didance, from whence negroesJiad often fled in 
little boats to the Spaniards, and been protefted ; and they have likewife been incited 
to rife in large bodies, to the great terror of the inhabitants, and to the no fmall hazard 
of the lofs of that province ; befides, the allowing negroes in Georgia, would have 
facilitated the defertion of the Carolina negroes, through this new province ; and con- 
fequently the colony, indead of proving, as it was intended, a frontier, and thereby 
adding drength to the province of South Carolina, would have proved a means of 
drawing away their flaves, to the great prejudice of the planters ; and which was much, 
worfe, would add thereby to the drength of their enemies at St. Augudin. So that 
taking thefe confiderations together, viz. that wine, filk, pot-alhes, and other produces, 
which were expeded from the new colony, did not at all require negroes ; as the 
introdudion of them fo near to a garrifon of the Spaniards, would weaken, rather than 
drengthen, the barrier ; and as they would introduce with them a greater propenfity to 
idlcnefs among the planters, and too great an inequality among the people j it 
was thought proper to make the prohibition of them a fundamental article of the 
conditution. 

When the trudees had made thefe difpofitions, and were enabled, by benefadions 
from the public, and leveral private perfons, on the 3d of Odobet 1 732, it was refolved 
to fend over one hundred and fourteen perfons, men, women, and children, being 
fuch as were in decayed circumdances, and thereby difabled from following any buftnefs 
in England ; and who, if in debt, had kavc from their creditors to go ; and fuch as 
were recommended' by the minider and church-wardens, and overfeers of their refpec- 
tive parishes ; and James Oglethorpe, Efq. one of the tradees went with them at his own 
expence, to fettle them. On the 24th of the fame month, the people were all exa- 
mined, whether any of them had any objedions to the terms and conditions propofed 
to them, which they all declared they had not, but that they were fully fatisfied with 
them ; and executed articles under their hands and feals, tedifying their confcnts 
thereto, which arc now in the public office belonging to the trudees. But four of them 
defiring their daughters might inherit as well as their fons, and that their widow's 
dower might be confidered, the trudees immediately refolved, that every pcrl’on wha 
fhould defire the f^e, fiiould have the privilege of naming a fuccelTor to the lands 
granted to him ; who, in cafe the poU'effor fliould die without ifl'ue male, fhould hold 
the fame to them ana their heirs male for ever and that the widows fhotdd have thfk 
thirds, as in England with which refolution the people being ali acquainted, were very 

The Wudees prepared forms of government, agreeable to thq powers given them by 
the charter > they edablifhed under their feal a court of judicature, for trying caufes, as 
well criminal as civil, in the town of Savannah, (the name which was give® to** he firft 
town to be raifed),, by the name and dile of the Town Court. They aifo appointed 
magiftrsites there,, viz., thr^ bailifis and a recorder, and inferioy officers, viz. two con- 
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ftabl^ and two tything men. They chofe for magiftrates, fuch as appeared to them 
the mod prudent and difcreet ; but amongft a number of people, who were all upon a 
level at the firft fetting out, it was impoffible to make any choice or diftinftion,'%hich 
woi^ not create fome future uncafinefs among them. , As I have no relation to, or 
coWeSion with, the trullees of Georgia, I lhall take the liberty of making fome 
remarks upon their proceedings, which oiherwife I fhould not have thought becoming 
either them or me. The fcheme of their incorporation is entirely new, as was the projed' 
of Mr. Oglethorpe’s going over at his own expence, and purely to fee the people put 
into a way of living without him, whom he had extricated out of fo many difficulties, 
and who, but for this condefcenfion in him, muff have fallen back into thofc difficulties 
again. The attempts of Sir Walter Raleigh, for fettling of Virginia, were of this 
nature with refped to him ; that is to fay, what he did was from a motive of public 
fpirit ; but what the Virginia company did, was from a principle of gain ; whereas this 
whole defign rofe from the charitable and beneficent difpofition of a few worthy 
and good men, and has been hitherto condufted according to the fame difpofition, 
for the benefit of the colony, and of the public ; and from no other view or intereft in 
the truftees, but the making themfelves happy from the confeioufnefs of well dbing ; 
which at the fame time that it refleds reputation upon them, docs the higheft honour 
to this age and country, in w'hich the defire I have to have fome fmall fhare, produced 
the pains taken in this chapter, which I flatter myfelf will, like its fubjeft, prove of 
great utility to the public. 

4. On the 15th of November Mr. Oglethorpe fet out for Gravefend, from whence 
he foon failed for Carolina, where they arrived on the 1 5th of January following, and 
were received at Charles Town by the Governor, with great kindnefs and civility j who 
ordered Mr. Middleton, the King’s pilot, to carry the ffiip into Port Royal, and fmall 
craft to convey the colony from thence to the river Savannah. In ten hours they pro- 
ceeded to Fort Royal. On the 1 8 th Mr. Oglethorpe went afliore upon French’s llland, 
and left a guard upon John’s, being a point of that ifland, which commands the channel, 
and is about half way between Beaufort and the river Savannah, 'fhey had orders to 
prepare huts, for the reception of the people in their paflage from thence. Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe went to Beaufort Towm, and w'as faluted with a difeharge oY the artillery, and 
had a new Barrack fitted up, where the colony landed bn the 20th, and were chcarfully 
afflfted by Lieutenant Wats and Enfign Farrington, and the other officers of the inde- 
pendent company ; as alfo by Mr. Ledebar, and other gentlemen of the neighbourhood ; 
from thence he went to view the Suvannah river, and pitched upon a convenient fpot of 
ground, ten miles up the river, on which he defigned to build a town. The reader will 
obferve that this was exadly agreeable to the refolutions taken by the truftees at home; 
and as there was no time loft in fixing upon the place, fo on the pth of February' the 
town was marked out, and the firft houfc begun. 

The chief reafons that determined Mr. Oglethorpe in the choice of this place were, 
health, pleafure, and conveniency. Before his arrival in the couiflfry, it had the name 
of’an Indian nation, viz. Yammacraw, who inhabited here, under the command of the 
chief, Tomochichi, and who readily gave them place, and entered into a clofe fricndlhip 
with him ; fo much 0e more agreeable fo both parties, as there was no oth Mfo dian 
nation within fifty miles. But Mr. Oglethorpe called the town by the name ra the 
Rivef Savannah. It lies, according to Captain Gafeoign’s obfervations, in*the latitude 
of gi'lpSl^ees 58 minutes, which he took of Tybee, an ifland that lies at the mouth pf 
, the Siivannah River. It is diftant from Charles Town fouth-wefl^ according to the 
coui^ and windingS‘of tihe rivers and creeks, about one hundred and forty miles,' but 

by 
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by a direfl: cpurfe feverity-fevea, allowing Sullivan’s Ifland to be in the latitude 3 a 

degrees 47 minutes ; from Auguftin north-call and by eall one hundred and forty 
mil^.^j and by the courl'e of the rivers is diftant from Fort Moore three hundred miles 
but djpon a direfl line but one hundred and fifteen miles north-weft and by weft ; this 
iduflf h diftant ten miles fi'om tlie moulh of the river on the fouth fide ; andPiihryf- 
burgh is twenty-four miles above it, on the north, and is fo fituated as to have a 
beautiful profjiefl, both up and dowii the river. It is very fandy and barren, and 
confequcntly a wholcfome place for a town or city, if Savaniuh Ihould ever grow up 
and rival Philadelphia. 

After putting things into order here, and alligning every man his proper ftation and 
employment, I^Tr. Oglethorpe, in company with Colonel Bull, who came from Charles 
Town to pay him a vifit, and reftifiod great fatisfaclion at the progrefs they made, fet out 
for Charles Town to folieit fuccoms for his colony. Before we take notice of the 
fuccefs he met with on that occafion, it. may not be amii's to tranferibe a paragraph 
from the South Carolina Gazette, dated CharLs Town, March 23d, 1732, in which 
there is an account given of the journey to Georgia, which will fhew the fentiments of 
the people of tlial colony, at a time when they were freed from all prejudices, appre- 
henfions, and prepoll'ellions. After deferibing the town in the manner w'e have done, 
they fay, “ When they, that is the new colony, arrived, there was f^anding on it, viz. 
the place where the town now ftands, a great quantity of the bed forts of pines, moft 
of which are already cut down on the fpot where the town is laid out to build. The 
land is barren about a mile back, when ) c)U come into very rich ground ; and on both 
fuks, within a quarter of a mile of the town, is choice good planting land. Colonel 
Bull told me that he had been feven mih-s back, and found it extraordinary good. 
Mr. Oglethorpe is indefatigable, takes a vaft deal of pains ; his fare is but indifferent, 
having little clfe at prefent but fait provifions : he is c.x;tremely well beloved by all his 
people. The general title tlo'y give him is I'ather. If any of them arc fick, he imme- 
diately vlfits them, and takes a _great deal of care of them. If any differences arife, he 
is the perfon that decides them : two happened wliile I was there, and in my prefence, 
and all the parties went away, to outward appearance, fatisfied and contented with his 
determination. He keeps a ftrift dilcipline ; I never f;xw one of his people drunk nor 
heard one fwear, all the time I was there. He does not allow them rum, but in lieu 
gives them Kngiifti beer. It is furprifing to fee how chearfully tlte men go to work, 
conftdering they have not been bred to it. There are no idlers there, even the boys 
and girls do their parts. There are four houfos alretidy up, but none finiflied ; and he 
hopes when he has got more fawyers, which 1 fuppoi’e he will have in a fliort time, to 
finifh two houfos in a week. He has plowed up fome land, part of which he fowed 
with wheat, which is come up, and looks promlfing. Hv' has tw'o or three gardens, 
which he has fowed with divers forts of feeds ; and planted thyme, with other forts of 
pot-herbs, fage, leeks, fcallions, celery, liquorice. See. and foveral forts of fruit trees. 
He was pallifadings|he town, and inclofing fome part of the common, w'hich I do fup- 
pofe may be fmifhen in a fortnight’s time. In fhort, he has done a vaft deal of work for 
the time ; and 1 think his name ought to be immortalized.” 

'Q^fufficiently ftiews how well pleafed the people at Caroli||| were, as indeed they 
had^lSlTon to be, with this new fettlement ; as a further teftii^my of which, not only 
the affembly, but the people in general, contributed largely to the afliftance of the new 
comers ; five hundred pounds of which money Mr. Oglethorpe laid out irnif..^ately in 
cattle, and having given other direftions for providing at Charles Town what his people 
might , have occafion for, he very fpeedily fet out on his returi^ fi'pm Savannah, and on 
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his way lay at Colonel Bull’s houfe on Aflily River. There the Reverend Mr. Guy, 
Reftor of St. John’s Parifli, waited on him, and told him his parifhioners had raifed a 
handfome contribution. Being arrived at Savannah, he found that Mr.Wiggan, the 
interpreter, with the chief men of the Lower Creek nation, had been to treat of an 
aUi mte e with tlie new colony. The Lower Creeks are a nation of Indians, who formerly 
confifted of ten, but now are reduced to eight, tribes, who have each their different 
government, but are allied together, and fpeak the fame language. They claim from 
the Savannah River as far as St. Auguftin and up Flint River, which falls into the bay 
of Mexico. Tomochichi, Mico, and the Indians of Yammacraw were of the Creek 
nation and language. 

Mr. Oglethorpe received the Indians in one of the new houfes. They were as follows: 
From the tribe of Coweeta, Yahan Lakec, their King or Mico, Effaboo, their warrior, 
the fon'of Old Brim, lately dead ; whom the Spaniards called Emperor of the Creeks, 
with eight men and two women attendants. From the tribe of Cuffetas, Cuffeta, their 
Mico, Tatchiquatchi, their head warrior, with four attendants. From the tribe of 
Owfeecheys, Ogeefe, the Mico or War King ; Neathlouthko and Ougachi two chief 
men, with three attendants. From the tribe of Cheechaws, Outhleteboa, their Mico, 
Thlautho-thlukee, Figeer, Sootamilla, War Captains, with three attendants. From 
the tribe of Echetas, Chutabeeche and Robin, two War Captains, (the latter was bred 
among the Englirfi), with four attendants. From the tribe of Polachucolas, Gillattee, 
their Head Warrior, and five attendants. From the tribe of Oconas, Oueekachumpa, 
called by the Englilh Long King, Koowoo, a Warrior. From the tribe of Eufaule, 
Tomaumi, Head Warrior, and three attendants. 

The Indians being all feated, Oueekachumpa, a very tall old man, ftood, and made 
a fpeech, which was interpreted by Mr. Wiggan and Mr. Mufgrove, and was to the 
following purpofe : He firft claimed all the lands to the fouthward of the River 
Savannah, as belonging to the Creek Indians. They then faid, though they were but 
poor and ignorant, he that had given the Englifh breath had given them breath alfo. 
That he that had made both had given more wifdom to the white men. That 
they were perfuaded that the great power which dwelt in heaven, and all around, 
(and then he fpread out his hands and lengthened the found of his words ), and which 
hath given breath to all men, had fent the Englifli thither for the inftruftion of them, 
their wives and children : That, therefore, they gave them up freely their right to all 
the land they did not ufe themfelves. That this was not only his opinion, but the 
opinion of the eight towns of the Qreeks, each of whom having confuhed together, had 
fent fome of their chief men with (kins, which is their wealth. 

Then the chief men brought a bundle of buck Ikins, and laid eight from the eight 
towns before Mr. Oglethorpe. He faid thefe were the bell things they had, and that 
they gave them with a good heart. He concluded with thanking him for his kindnefs 
to Tomochichi, Mico, and his Indians, to whom he faid he was related, and though 
Tofnochichi was banilhed from his nation, that he was a good man aid had been a great 
warrior ; and it was for his wifdom and juftice that the banilhed men had chofe him king. 
He alfo faid, that he had heard that the Cherokees had killed fome Engliflimen, and that 
if Mr. Oglethorpe wo]^ command them, they would enter their whole force the 
Cbtfokee country, d*oy tlieir harveft, kill the people, and revenge the B^lb. 
Wh^ he had done fpeaWng, Tomochichi came in with the Yammacraw Indians, and 
maktii^ f low obeifance, faid, I was a banilhed man, and I came here poor and helpl^ 
to look ^'good land near the tombs of my ancellors, and when the Englilh came to 
t ‘feared you, would drive us away y hr we were weak and Waited cwn. 

But 



or ¥aK EMOLUfit IK AMS&ICA. §49, 

But ydu colilirmed our land to us, and gave us food. Then the cluefs of the (Nhcr 
nation made fpeeches to the fame purpofe as Oueckachumpa’s. 

After which they agreed with Mr. Oglethorpe on a treaty of alliance and commerce, 
which was figned by him and them. A laced coat, a laced hat, and a fhirr, were given 
to eadi king, and to each of the warriors a gun, a mantle of dufKls, and to all theif lit- 
tendants coarfe cloth for cloathing, and other things. The articles of agreement were, 
I. The truftees agreed to let their people carry into the IndLin towns all forts of goods 
fitting to trade at rates and prices fettled by the treaty. 11 . Reftitution and reparation 
to be made for injuries on both fides, and criminals to be tried and punifhed accosd* 
ing to the Englifh law. III. Trade to be withdrawn from any Indian^ town offending 
againft treaty. IV. The EnglHh to poffefs all lands not ufed by the Indians, provided, 
that upon fettling of every new town the Euglilh Ihould fet out for the ufe of their 
nation, fuch lands as fhuuld be agreed on between the Englifh beloved men, and the 
head men of their nation. V. To reftore all runaway negroes, and carry them either 
to Charles Town, the Savannah, or Petachuchula garrifon, upon being paid for every 
fuch negro four blankets, or two guns, or the value thereof in other goods, if taken on 
the other fide Ocorivy River ; and one blanket if the negro is killed in taking or 
endeavouring to make his efcape. VI. Laflly, They promife, with ftrait hearts and 
love to their brother Englifli, to give no encouragement to any other white people to 
fettle there, and to all this they fet the marks of their families. I’his treaty being 
concluded, Mr. Oglethorpe thought fit to return into England, as well to report the 
fituation things were in, in that country, as to procure the necelfary fupplies for pr<>* 
moting the new colony. 

5 In the month of June 1734 Mr. Oglethorpe arrived fafely in England, brin^g 
with him Tomochiclii, mico or king of the Yammacraws; Senawki, his confort, ana 
Toonakowi, the prince his nephew, as alfo Hillifpilli, a war captain, and Apakowtfki, 
Stimalechi, Smtouchi, Hinguithi, and Umphychi, five other Indian chiefs, with thdr 
interpreter. They were lodged at the Georgia-Office, Old Palace-Yard, where they 
were handfomely entertained ; and, being fuitably drelfed, were introduced to the 
court, then at Kenfington. Tcmochichi prefented to the king feveral eagles feathers $ 
which, according to their cuftom, is the mod: refpedful gift he could offer, and made 
the following fpeech to his majelfy : “ This day I fee the majefty of your fece, and 
greatnefs of your houfe, and the number of your people ; I am come for the good of 
the whole nation called the Creeks, to renew the peace they had long ago with the 
Eaglifli. I am come over in my old days ; though 1 cannot live to fee any advantage 
to myfelf. I am come for the good of the children of all the nations 01 the Upper 
and Lower Creeks, that they may be inftrufted in the knowledge of the Englifh. 
Thefe are the feathers of the eagle, which is the fwifteft of birds, and who flieth all 
rotmd our nations. Thefe feathers are a fign of peace in our land ; and we have 
brought them over to leave them with you, O ! great king, as a fi^ of everlafling 
peace. O ! great king, whatfoever words you lhall fay unto me I will tell them fsuth« 
fully to all the kingi of the Creek nations.” To which his Majefty made a gracious 
anfwer, affurmg thofe nations of his protection and regard. 

ThA Indians, but more efpecially their mico or prince, gave evident marks, during 
their Wf in England, of good fenfe, and of a fincere inclination^ carry on a friendly 
correfpondence between their own nation and ours ; and therefore they defired of the 
trufreeSt tlm the meafures, prices, and qualities of goods to be purcha 3 ^ th^ 
with their deer-ikms, might be fettled, as likewife the weights ; that nobody might 
be eUoired IQ trstde with me ladiins in Georgia, without a &:encf from the trqftees* in 
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OtolMr, if dicjr Drere in any refpe£k injured, or defrauded by the tr^ef% disy 
might dtnow where to complain. And they further defired, that tbeire might W^but 
/ •ne ftore^houfe in each Indian town, for fupplying them with the goods they m^ht 
vaifM to purchafe, from whence the traders fliould be obliged to fupply them, at .cbdr 
fttiSi prices. The reafon which the Indians gave for this application was, becauK the 
ttaiders with them had often, in an arbitrary manner, raifed the price of goods, and 
defrauded them in the weights and meafures ; and, by their impofitions, had often 
created animofiues between the Engliih and Indians, which had frequently ended in wars 
between them, prejudicial to both. 

In compliance with this requeft of theirs, the truflees prepared a law, intitled, “ An 
aft for maintaining the peace with the Indians in the province of Georgia which 
contained the fame regulations and provifions that were made in an aft paffed by the 
Council and aflembly in South Carolina, in the year 1731, which aft would have 
ireached the country now called Georgia, if it had not been erefted into a feparate pro- 
Vmce. They likewil’e prepared another law, calculated for the fame falutary purpofe, 
I mean the preventing any dangers from the Indians, by the pernicious elFefts of fpiri- 
tuous liquors, as well as the health of the people already fettled, and that might be 
fettled, in their new colony, which was intitled, “ An aft to prevent the importation 
and ufe of rum. and brandies in the province of Georgia, or any kind of fpirits, .or 
Ibong waters whatfoever.” They likewife prepared a thirtl law, upon a very mature 
deliberation, and for the reafons before-mentioned, intitled, “ An aft for rendering 
Ae colony of Georgia more defenfible, by prohibiting the importation of black ilaves, 
or negroes, in the fame.” Thefe three afts were laid before the King in council, in the 
month of January following ; and after a report from the board of trade, that they 
were proper to receive his Majefty’s approbation, they w/sre accordingly ratified. Two 
.embarkations were made this year, whofe numbers are hereafter mentioned, which 
confifted chiefly of Sahfburghers, who with the Saltfburghers that went before, were 
fettled in a town called by them Ebenezer, upon the river Savannah, at fome diftance 
above the town ; and by the fobriety and induftry of the people, they prove a very 
thriving fettlement. 

6. In the fucceeding year 1735, the truflees wore encouraged <by an extraordinary 
fcpply of twenty-fix thoufand pounds, granted by parliament, and very confiderable 
benefaftions, as well in Carolina as in England, to think of making very confiderable 
embarkations for ftrengthening th foiithern part of Georgia j and to obviate any 
objeftion that might be made, jis in undertakings of this nature objeftions will never 
be wanting, at their fending ufeful poor from hence, it was refolved that thefe embark- 
ations fliould confift inoflly of people from the north of Scotland, and perfecuted 
German proteftants. The reader will obferve, that by the care taken in thus refpeft, 
the nation gained a very confiderable advantage, fince by this means the overflowing* 
<of all the northern countries of Europe, which are known to breed robuft, hardy and 
hiduflrious people, were fecured for our fervice, and carried over and fettled in that 
part of his Majefty’s dominions where fuch people were wanted' moft $ where, from 
their circumftances, they were obliged to fulfil (as indeed they have always done), the 
(riida for which they ifere fent thither ; and fo became an accellion of ftrengfyrf great 
itmfi^ence and advinitage, at a very Ibiall and inconfiderable expence. Brnwhatthe 
iSBay be fully l^yprized of, and perfeftly comprehend the true rejdbns wluch 
iii^nieit'lwpaiiiament to grant fo much memdy, for the fetdement and inqijrpyefiwnr 
<»f .ihh (Sblettw t&year, and may likewife be ena^ed to judge, of thewaght andiimpori^ 
aoce dMttheicokioy 
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drew «{s a memorial^ dated the ' gttti of April 1734, figned by Robert Johnftm, 
their Governor; Thomas Broughton, Prefident ot the Council; and Paul Jenys,Speric« 
of the Comtrtons ; containing a reprefentation of the ftate and condition of that pro* . 
viftce^'.and therein fo full, fo clear, and fo authentic an account of fa£te, equally curi^ 
and important, that it is impodtble to fet them down either in fewer or better wd^ 
than are ufed in that memorial ; part of which, therefore, we fliall give here, and 
fhouid very willingly have given the whole, if the nature of our work would have allowed 
us room. 

“ Your Majefly’s fubjcfts of this province, having often felt, with hearts full of 
gratitude, thejnany fignal inllances of your moft facred Majefty’s peculiar favour and 
proteftion to thefe dillant parts of your dominions, and el’pecially thofe late proofs 
your Majefty’s moft gracious and benign care, fo wifely calculated for the protedion o£ 
this your Majefty’s frontier province on the Condnent of America, by your royrf 
charter to the truftees for eftabliftiing the colony of Georgia ; and your great good- 
nefs fo rightly and tiniely applied in protetling the fettlement of the Swifs,,at I’urryf- 
burg. Encouraged by fuch juft views of your Majefty’s wife and paternal care, ext^ded 
to your remoteft fubjefts ; and excited by the duty which we owe to your moft facred 
Majefty, to be always watchful for the fupport and fecurity of your Majefty’s intereft* 
dpecially at this very critical jundure, when the flame of a w ar breaking out in Europe, 
may very fpeedily be lighted here, in this your Majefty’s frontier province, which by 
its fituation is known to be of the utmoft importance to the general trade and traffic of 
America ; We therefore, your Majefty’s moft faithful governor, council, and com- 
mons, convened in your Maiefty’s province of South Carolina, crave leave with great 
humility to reprefent to your Majefty the prefent ftate and condition of this your pro- 
vince, and how greatly it ftands in need of your Majefty’s gracious and timely fuc- 
cour in cafe of a war, to aflift our defence againlt the French and Spaniards, or any 
other enemies to your Majefly’s dominions, as Well as again!! the many nations of 
favages, which fo nearly threaten the fafety of your Majefty’s fubjeds. 

The province of Carolina, and the new colony of Georgia, are the foutherrt 
frontiefe of all your Majefty’s dominions on the Continent of America ; to the fouth 
and fouth-weft of wffiich is fituate the ftrong caftle of St. Auguftin, garrifoned by four 
hundred Spaniards, who have feveral nations of Indians living under their fubjedioii* 
befides feveral other/mall fettleraents and garrifons near theAppellaches, feme of which 
arc not eighty miles diftant from the colony of Georgia. To the fouth-weft and weft 
of us, the French have already ereded a confiderable town near Fort Thouloufe on 
the Moville river, and feveral other forts and garrifons, fome not above three hundrdl 
mile® diftant, from our fettlements ; and at New Orleans on the Mifliffippi river, fmee 
her late Majefty Queen Anne’s war, they have exceedingly cncreafed their ftrength 
and traffic, and have now many forts and garrifons on both fidcs of that large •rivet; 
for feveral hundred miles up the fame. And fince his moft Chriftian Majefty has 
taken out of the Mifliffippi Company the government of that country into his own 
hadds, the French natives of Canada come daily down in ihoals, to fettle all along that 
ri^r, where many regular forces have been fent over by the King, to ftrengthen the 
garrM^ of thofe places ; and according , to our beft and lateft a^ivices, they- have five 
men in pay conftantly employed as wood-rangers, to keep the neighbouring 
Indians in fubjedion, and to prevent the diftant ones from difturbmg their fettlements I 
which management of the Fratch has fo well fucceeded; that wt are affdted 

tb^ have wholly now in their pofteffion, and under their mftueace, the fevieral intiiaeN 
tKtt litItihnB of Indkns that aMt 4 tuate n«Br die ftivir , .one of wludi, 

3 M a ’ the 



mvcovsRiEs icKo settlimhvts 


45 * 


AiChodaW, by «ftimadon, conflfting of about five thoofand fi^bdng men, and who 
were always deemed a very warlike nadon, ties on this fide the river, not above four 
'(hundred miles 'diftant from our out-fettlements. Among whom, and feveral o^er 
nadons of Indians, many French Europeans have been fent to fettle, whoih the pr^s 
su# miffionaries among them encourage to take Indian wives, and ufe divers other 
alluring methods to attach the Indians the better to the French alliance j by which 
means the French are become thoroughly acquainted with the Indian way of warring 
and living in the woods, and have now a great number of white men among them, 
able to perform a long march, with an army of Indians, upon any expedition. 

** We further beg leave to inform your Majefty, that if the meafures of France 
ihould provoke ydur Majefty to a ftate of hoftility againft it in Europe, wc have great 
leafons to expeft an invafion will be here made upon your Majefty’s fubjeds, by the 
French and the Indians, from thefe Miffiflippi fettlements ; they have already paved a 
way for a defign of that nature, by erefting a fort called the Albama Fort, alias Fort 
Louis, in the middle of the Upper Creek Indians, upon a navigable river leading to 
Moville, which they have kept well garrifoned, and mounted with fourteen pieces of 
cannon ; and have already been prevented from ereding a fecond nearer to us in that 
quarter. The Creeks are a nation very bold, adive, and daring, confiding of about 
thirteen hundrecj fighting men (and not above one hundred and fifty miles diftant from 
the Chodaws), whom though we heretofore have traded with, claimed, and held in 
our alliance, yet the French, on account of that fort, and a fuperior ability to make 
them liberal prefents, have been for fome time driving to gain them over to their 
intereft, and have fucceeded with fome of the towns of the Creeks, which if they can 
be fecured in your Majefty’s intereft, are the only nation which your Majefty’s fubjeds 
here can depend upon, as their beft barrier againft any attempts either of the French 
or their confederate Indians. 


“ We moft humbly pray leave fifrther to inform your Majefty, that the French at 
Moville, perceiving that they could not gain the Indians to their intereft without buy- 
ing their deer Ikins, which is the only commodity the Indians have to purchafe ,necef- 
faries with, and the French not being able to difpofe of thofe Ikins, by reafon ^ thar 
having no vent for them in Old France, have found means to encourage veflels from 
hence. New York, and other places which are not prohibited by the ads of trade, to 
truck thofe Ikins with them for Indian trading goods, efpecially the Britifti woollen 
tnanufadures, which the French difpofe of to the Creeks and Chodaws, and other 
Indians; by which means the Indians arc much more alienated from our intereft ; and, 
on^every occafion, objed to us, that the French can fupply them with Ihrouds and 
blankets as well as the Englifti; which w'oiild have the contrary effed, if they were 
wholly furnilhed with thofe commodities by your Majefty’s fubjeds trading among 
them. ' Ifa ftopwere therefore put to that pernicious trade with the French, the Creek 
ladians chief dependence would be on this government, and that of Georgia, to fupply 
^'them with goods ; by which means great part of the Chodaws living next the Creeks, 
would fee the advantage the Creek Indians enjoyed, by havmg Britilh woollen manu- 
fiidures wholly from your Majefty’s fubjeds, and thereby be mvited, in a fhoirt time, 
to enter into a treaty of commerce with us, which they have lately made foiwlMffers 
Ibr, and which, if efteded, will foon leiTen the intereft of the French with thefe Wans, 
iari hlMdqgrees attach them to that of your Majefty. ^ 

** TkjiaAj expedient we can propofe to recover and confirm that natron to your 
Intereft, is by fp^dily making thcan prefents, to withdraw them from the 
lUliaoce, aad.by JbuildinK fome forts among them* Your Mtqefty may be put 
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into fuch a fituation, that on the hrft notice of hoftihties with the French* your 
may be, able to reduce at once the Albama Fort* and we may then {land ag|in{^ the 
French and their Indians ; which if not timely prepared for* before a war breaks 
we have tbo much reafon to fear we may be foon over-run by the united ftrength of 
the French* and the Creeks and Chodaws, with many other nations of their Indian 
allies j for ihould the Creeks become wholly our enemies* who are well acquainted with 
all our fettlements, we probably fhould alfo foon be deferred by the Cherokees, and a 
few other fmall tribes of Indians ; who for the fake of ojur booty* would readily join to 
make us a prey to the French and favages. Ever fmee the late Indian war, the offences 
then given us by the Creeks, have made that nation jealous of your ^ajefty’s fubjefts 
of this province. We have therefore concerted meafures with the honourable James 
Oglethorpe, Efq. who being at the head of a new colony, will, we hope, be fucce&* 
fill for your Majefty’s interell among that people. He has already, by prefents, attached 
the Lower Creeks to the fervire of your Majefty, and has laudably undertaken to en- 
deavour the fixing a ^arrifon among the Upper Cieeks ; the expence of which is already 
in part provided for, in this feffion of the general affembly of this province. We 
hope therefoie to prevent the French from incroaching farther on your Majefly’s terri- 
tories, until your Majefty is gracioufly pleafed further to ftrengthen and lecure 
'the fame. 

We find the Cherokee natbn has lately become very infolent \o your Majefty's 
fubjeds trading among them,notwithftanding the many favours which the chiefe of that 
nation received from your Majefty in Great Britain ; befides a confiderable expence 
which your Majefty’s fubjeds have been at, in making them prefents, which inclines 
us to believe that the French, by their Indians, have been tampering with them. We 
therefore beg leave to inform your Majefty, that the building and mounting fome forts 
alfo among the Cherokees, and making them prefents, will be highly neceffary to keep 
them fteady in their duty to your Majefty, left the French may prevail in feducing that 
nation ; which they may the more readily be inclined to, from the profped of getting 
confiderable plunder in flaves, cattle, and commodities, which they very well know they 
havd among us. Several other foits wdl be indifpenfibly neceffary, to be a cover to 
your Majefty’s fubjeds fettled backwards in this province, as alio to thofc of the 
colony of Georgia, both which in length are very extenfive. For though the truftees 
for eftablifhing the colony of Georgia, by a particular fchenie of good management, 
faithfully conduded by the gentlemen engaged here in that charitable enterprize, have 
put that fmall part of the colony which he has yet })een able to eftablifh, in a tenable 
condition againft the Spaniards of Florida, which lie to the fouthward j yet the back 
expofition of thofe colonies to the vaft number of French and Indians, which border 
on the weftward, muft, in cafe of a war, cry greatly aloud for your Majefty’s gracious 
and timely fuccour. ITie expence of our fafety on fuch an occafion, we muft in 
humility, acquaint your Majefty, either for men or money, cah never be effeded. ^ 
your Majefty’s fubjeds of this province, who, in conjundion with Georgia, da not, in 
the whole, amount to more than three tlioufand five hundred men that compofe the 
militia* and wholly confift of planters, traders, and other men in bufmefs.” 

'Bteire are fome other paragraphs in this memorial which are ftiU more worthy of 
nodel^ and which therefore we (hall give the reader in the words thereof. “ We 
muft ^rther beg leave to inform your Majefty* that amidft oui other perilous circum- 
ftapees, we are fubjed to many inteftine dangers, from the great number <jf nePToes that 
« that are now among us* who amount, at leaft, to twenty-two tbouland perfons* and are 
three to one of all your Majefty’s white iiibieds in province Infurredions alMnift 
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tis hjEve been often attemptedL and would at any time prove yeiy fetal, IF the Ffencli 
ihould inftigate them by artfuHy giving them an expedation of freedom. In fuch a 
' fituation we moft humbly crave leave to acquaint your Majefty, that even the preftnt 
ordinary expencesv neceffary for the care and fupport of this youjr Majefty’s province 
and^vemment, cannot be provided for by your Majefty’s fubjeds of this province, , 
without your Majefty’s gracious pleafure to continue thofe laws, for eftablifhing the tax 
on negroes, and other duties, for feven years, and for appropriating the lawswwhich 
now lie before your Majefty, for your royal aflent and approbation ; and the further 
cxpences that will be requifite for the erc*ding fome forts, and eftablifliing garrifons in 
the feveral necefliiry places, fo as to form a barrier for the fecurity of this your Majefty’s 
province, we moft 'liumbly fubmit to yoiu" majefty. 

. “ Your Majefty’s fubjefts of this province, with fulnefs of zeal, duty, and affefWon, 
to your moft gra.cious and facred Majefty, are fo highly fenfible of the great importance 
of this province to the French, that we muft conceive it more than probable, if a war 
ftiould happen, they will ufe all endeavours to bring this country under their fubjedtion. 
They would thereby be able to fupply their fugar illands with all forts of provifions and 
lumber, by an eafy navigation trade, which, to our great advantage, is now not fo 
prafticable from the prel'ent French colonies : befides the facility of gaining then to 
their intereft. moft, of the Indian trade on the northern continent, they might alfo eafily 
unite the Canadees and Choftaws with the many other nations of Indians which are 
now in their intereft. And the feveral ports and harbours of Carolina and Georgia, 
which now enable your Majefty to be abfolutely mailer of the paflage through the Gulph 
of Florida, and to impede, at your pleafure, the tranfportation home of the Spanilh 
treafure, would then prove fo many convenient harbours for your Majefty’s enemies, 
by their privateers or fhips of war, to annoy a great part of the Bririlh trade to America, 
as w'ell as that which is carried on through the gulph from Jamaica, befides the lofs which 
Great Britain muft feel in fo confiderable a part of its navigation, as well as the exports 
of marts, pitch, tar, and turpentine, which, without any dependance on the northern 
powers of Eujpope, are from hence plentifully fupplied for the ufe of the ^itilh 
Ihipping. ^ * 

“ This is the prefent ftate and condition of your Majefty’s province of South Caro- 
lina, utterly incapable of finding funds fufficient for the defence of this wide frontier, 
and fo deftitute of white men, that even money itfelf cannot here raife a fufficient body 
of tliem.” The great length of this memorial prevents our making many remarks 
thereon ; fome few, however, are, abfolutely requifite. 

The reader will, from hence, fee how well-timed and how well contrived, the new 
fettlement of Georgia was, in the opinion of thofe who were the beft judges j how 
juft and how prudent the precaution of the truftees in prohibiting negroes ; and how 
wifely and happily for the public fervice they contrived to fend over, both from our 
own country, and other parts of Europe, white people, and Proteftants, by which they 
effedually provided for the fecurity of all the northern colonies behind it ; which, when- 
ever this country comes to be thoroughly peopled, as it may be in a very few years time 
in days of peace, if due attention be had thci eto, will be fuch a barrier, as neither Spa- 
niards nor French can ever break through, and confequently will for ever putlifcend 
to thofe terrors and apprehenfions, that are fo ftrongly and fo emphatically exPrefled 
in the feregoing paper. But to proceed in our hiftory. , 

In th»*inenth of January, 1735, the Highlanders arrived in Georgia (and with them 
fcvdBpInf'ilfBfe faj^e country, as fervants to private grantees), were fettled on thiP 

'Akanaia rfeev (Uitant fey water from the Uluid of 
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JwHich is at the month di the river. They foon raifed convenient huts till thar Jioui^ 
could be built .; and the town, at their own delire, was called Darien, which aame that 
dilhid ftill retains ; but the town which they afterwards built they thought fit to cidl' 
New Invemefs. 

On the 6th of February following the great embarkation, under the diredion of Mr, 
Oglethorpe, arrived, and the people were fettled upon the ifland of St. Simon. The 
Creeks Indians, who came down upon this occafion, in confequence of their claiming 
a right to the country, were treated with, and agreed;, that the Englilh Ihould poffefs 
that, and all the iflands adjacent, which necefl'ary ftep being taken, the town of Frede- 
rica was foon laid out, and the people fet to work in building houfe§. . When I call this 
the great embarkation, it feems but rcafonable that I lliould exprel^the number of per- 
fons fent over, which were four hundred and feventy ; and it is likewife fit to fay fome- 
thing of the ifland upon which they were fettled. In point of fituation, a better could 
hardly be wiflied for in that part of the world, lying, as it does, at the mouth of a very 
fine river ; the fize 'T it too was very convenient, being about forty-five miles in ex- 
tent, the foil rich and fruitful, full of oak and hickery trees, intermi.xed with meadows 
and old Indian fields. 

As foon as this fcttlement was made, care was taken for its fecurity, and for the for- 
tifications of the fouthern barrier, with which view a regular fortrefs, ftrengthened by 
four bullions and a fpur-work, towards the river, was erefled at Frederica, and fcveral 
pieces of cannon mounted thereon ; a Itrong battery was alfo raifed for the protection 
of lekyll Sound, where ten or twelve forty-gun fliips may fafely ride. Another fort 
was built on the South-well part of Cumberland Ifland, where are feveral pieces of 
cannon pointed towards the river, fo as to command all Hoops and fmall craft navigating 
that paflTage ; witliin the pallifade which furrounds the fort there are fine fprings of 
water, aiul likewife a well Ifained timber-houfe, with large and convenient magazines 
under it for ammunition anu provifions. But while fo much care was taken of the 
fouth frontier, agreeable, as it was conceived, to the defign of the parliament’s grant, 
and ,,l^e prayer of tlie before-mentioned memorial, the northern part o£,|he colony was 
not liegleCted, fmee orders were given lor creCling a fort at Augufta, a place fituated 
oil the river Savannah, w hich is now become a very thriving place ; where the traders 
with the Indians, from South Carolina and Georgia, refort, on account of its con- 
veniency for that purpofe ; and where there are large warehoufes i'urniflied with fuch 
goods as the Indians want, the deer ikins taken in exchange being fent two hundred and- 
thirty miles down the river, to the town of Savannah, in boats, which carry each -about 
nine thoufand weight* It may be eafily conceived from hence, how necelfary a thing 
it was to have a good fort here, which was both eretted and garrifoned at the expence 
of the truftees for fome lime ; and a horfe-road was made from thence to the town of 
Savannah one way, and to the dwellings of the Cherokee Indians, who live above the 
town of Augufta, the other. By thefe precautions the trade of both colonies, with 
thefe Indians, was ^facilitated, and the country on that fide fecured againft any fudden 
attempts of an enemy, which was all that could be expefled in fo Ihort a time, and in 
a trad of land, in comparifon of the colony, ;,of fo large an extent. 

j^^he prefence of Mr. Oglethorpe contributed greatly to the fettling and prefervation 
of tht^olony ; which was already become confiderable enough, not only to draw the 
attention, ^but to excite the jealoufy of the Spaniards ; who, without all queftion* 
jSrpuld have been gla4 to have overpowered, and driven out, Aefe new-con e neigh- 
bours, if it had been ^toinig in their power; »andif they had not been apprel»enl|« of 
the ill ^qhfequences that mint! have att^ed'the hieaKingdpt pf a warbetwe^the 
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■two natiofiSf on account of the difput^ between tbefe frontier provinces ; which citv 
cumftanaes were fr> well improved by Mr. Oglethorpe, and the Inmans who had entered 
' into friendlhip with the new fettlement were fo ftrongly attached to the Englifli intereft, 
that the governor of St. Auguftin, upon mature deliberation, found it more expedient 
to dltter into a negociation, and to endeavour to conclude an amicable agreement with 
the Englilh colony ; which Mr. Oglethorpe alfo knowing to be very convenient for the 
fecurity of Georgia, he negociated, and concluded a treaty, upon very juft and rea- 
fonable, as well as fafe and a^antageous terms ; as will appear from the following 
cof^ of the treaty itfclf, and the powers by him given for concluding and figning it. 

To Charlfe»Dempfey, Efq. 

“ I have impow6red you, by procuration, dated the 23d of June, 1736, to treat 
and conclude, concerning certain matters of importance, relating to thefe provinces, 
with his Excellency Don Francifeo del Moral Sanches, captain general of Florida, 
and governor of St. Auguftin, and the council of war of the faid garrifon ; and having, 
iince the dates of thefe letters, received advice from the governor of St. Auguftin, as 
sdfo a m’effage from his Excellency Don Juan Francifeo Geumes de Horcafitas, major 
general in his Catholic Majefty’s fervice, captain general of theifland above, and gover- 
nor of Havanna, by Don Antonio de Arredondo, they both impowering him to treat 
concerning the faKi matters, I do hereby impower, conftitute, and appoint you, to treat, 
conclude, and fign the following articles ; and deliver the fame unto the governor and 
council of St. Auguftin, they figning, fealing, and interchanging the faid articles. 

“ Firft, That his excellency the governor of St. Auguftin, lhall reftrain his Indians, 
fubjefts to the king of Spain, from committing any holtilities upon the fubjedts of the 
King of Great Britain. I will reftrain the Indian fubjefts to the King of Great Britain 
in this province, from any hoftilities upon the fubjedts of his Catholic Majefty. 

“ Secondly, That in refpedt to the nations of free Indians called Creeks, I will ufe 
my utmoft amicable endeavours, upon any reafonable fatisfadtion given them, to pre- 
vail with them to abftain from any hoftilities whatfoever, with the fubjedls of his Catho- 
h’c Majefty. 

“ Thirdly, That with refpedl to the fort built on the ifland of St. George, I will draw 
off that garrifon, together with the artillery, and all other things by me pofted there ; 
provided that none of his Catholic Majefty’s fiibjedts, nor any other perfon, ftiall inhabit, 
people, or fortify the faid ifland ; provided alfo, that no prejudice fliall arife to the 
right of the king my Mafter, to the faid ifland, nor to any other dominions or claim 
that his Britannic Majefty hath up 5 n this continent. But that his right fhall remain to 
the faid ifland, and to all other places whatfoever ; as if the faid garrifon had never 
been withdrawn ; and the faid garrifon lhall withdraw within fourteen days after the 
ratification of thefe articles. 

Fourthly, I will agree with his excellency the governor of St. Auguftin, and the 
council of war. That his Britannic Majefty’s fubjedts, under my command, lhall not 
moieft, in any manner whatfoever, any of his Catholic Majefty’s. fubjedts, provided 
that his Catholic Majefty’s fubjedts do not moleft any of his Britannic Majefty’s fubjedts, 
nor his allies. « ’ ' 

^ Fifthly, That concerning any differences that have or fhall arife, concemi^fll 
limits of the refpeaive government and dominions of the two crowns, fuch differatccs 
fhall te aww undecided, till the determination of the refpedtive courts ; and that the 
fubie&dfosen crown here, fhall remain in profound peace, and not in any manned 
molp each other, until the determination of the relive courts on this fubjedt. 
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‘ ** That no perfon (hall be received from any garrifon in ^her goirpnii&ent, 

ndthout a from the governor to whom fuch parfons belong. ^ 

Given under my hand and feal, at'Frcderica in Georgia, the 27th day ^ 
Si^tember, 1736. 

“ ’By the power to me given, by His Excellency James Oglethorpe, Efq. govetnor 
and direftor-general of the new colony of Georgia, by his excellency’s procuration, 
bearing date the 27th day of Oftobcr, in the tenth year of the reign of our fovereign 
lord George the Second, by the grace of God of Grdk Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and in the year of our Lord 1736: I do hereby con- 
firm and ratify the above articles, with his excellency Don FrancifcOj^nl Moral Sanches 
Villegas, captain-general and governor of St. Auguilin of Florida, 4 md with the coun- 
cil of war of the faid garrifon of St. Auguftin ; as witnefe ray hand and feal, this 26th 
day of Oftober, 1736.” 

The co\mtor-part of this treaty, executed by the governor of St. Auguftin, by the 
advice, and with the coiifent, of a council of war, was certified by Bartholomew Niotto, 
notary-public, and I have it before me ; but as it contains only a repetition of the 
foregoing articles, it feems uimeceffary to infert it here, fince what we have already 
given the reader very fufficiently explains the nature of this treaty : but it feems the 
governor of St. Auguftin was not in the fecret of the court ; for the Spanilh miniftry 
at home were very far from being defirous that a fair correfpondence fliould be efta- 
blilhcd between the two colonics. On the contrary, they aimed at obliging us to defift 
from our defign of fettling the colony of Georgia ; and with this view Sir Thomas 
Geraldino, on the ill of September, prefented a memorial to his grace the duke of 
Newcaftle, in which, among other things, he was pleafed to fay. It is indifputable, 
that the colony of Georgia was fettled upon his mailer’s dominions ; fo that a plainer 
|woof cannot be had, that the Spaniards were determined, if polfible, to pblige the 
crown of Great Britain to give up this fettlement. 

But as it was not very probable, that we fliould be induced to do this by Sir Thomas 
Gerai 4 ino’s memorials, the Spanifh miniftry w'ere contriving to do it by'force, and by 
tranfporting troops into the Spanilli Florida, from the adjacent ifland of Cuba, and 
other parts of their’ dominions. It is true, that thefe orders were moftly given before 
they had any intelligence of tlic provifional treaty concluded between the govqjfnor of 
St. Auguftin and Mr. Oglethorpe ; but when they did know of it, th^ were fo far 
from laying afide their former defign, or even from fufpending it, that they highly 
<|ifapproved of the governor’s behaviour in that particular, the rather, perhaps, becaufe it 
VTOis altogether inconfiftent with their own projefts and pretenfions. It is alfo very 
pipbable, that as the Sponifli councils were at that time wholly guided by thofe of 
France, this might contribute not a little to their forming views of expelling us from 
Georgia, which the French, without doubt, confider as equally dangerous to them 
and their fchemes, or rather more fo, than to the Spaniards, who, on their fide, have 
much more reafon tp be offended with the French fettlements on the river MiffilSppi, 
than at our new colony of Geqrgia. But be this as it will, the preparations they made 
were in their nature foopen and extraordinary, that it was Biot long they could be con- 
oeaIe^||j|pm our governors, and other officers in the Weft Indies, whofe duty k was to 
{^b£erve, and tn^mit intelligence hither of things of that nature. 

.Thft Uentenant-governoy of South Carolina, faving heretofore acquaint^ thetraftee* 
^ted froaivithe council-chamber in Charles Town, the 7th df 
1^56.71, XlM be had 4 eB«iv)ed|)dvioe frpfOkCommodoitti^iMitt, of pr^araifons madHy 
at St. Auguftin thvHavaatia, Wbrdev fo irake an attack on oMe 
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colony of Georg5|tj; the truftees having, in a memorial to his Majefty,;|fet forth the 
ihaWlit^lbf the co!5ny to proted,th€®afelve 8 againft fuchi|i a force as was pr^aring at 
' 'the Havai^ and St. Auguftin ; hia |kfai^y was gracioiifly pleafed to order I regiment 
of & hundred eftedive men to be raifea, and fent to Georgia, ^r the defence and 
prdredion <5f it. 

As an encouragement for the foldiers good behaviour, the truftees refolved to give 
each of them a property in the colony ; and therefore ma^e a grant in truft,’ for an 
allotment of five acres of land^^p each foldier of the regimenf, to cultivate for his own 
ufe and benefit, and to hold the fame during his continuance in his Majefty’s fervice. 
And for a further encouragement, they refolded, that each foldier who at the end of 
feven years fervic<^j from the time of his enliftiug in the regiment, ftiould be defirous 
of quitting his Majefty’s fervice, and Ihould have his regular difeharge, imd would fettle 
in the colony, fliould, on his- commanding officer’s certificate of his good behaviour, 
be entitled to a grant of twenty acres of land. 

The parliament having taken into confidcration the great expences which the truftees 
bad been at in making roads through the province, and the I'evcral fortifications in it,, 
and the prefents made to the Indians to engage them firmer in the Britifh intcreft, and 
Jikewife the preparations that were making by the Spaniards in order to tal^e or diftrefs 
the colony j granted thereupon for this year the fum of twenty thoufand pounds, {or 
the further fettling and fecuring the colony, the truftees made another embarki&tion, 
wliich confifted chiefly of perfecuted GcrnvanProleftants. 

In confequence of fo confidcrable an augmentation of people, all the towns laid out 
in Georgia began to be improved, and to receive confulerable fupplies ; and fo mindful 
they were of their fecurity, that even at Savannah, which was leaft expofed to danger, 
they traced out, and began to build, a confiderable fort j and in all the frontier places, 
the utmoft care was taken to put the fortifications into the beft pofture of defence that 
the circumftances of the province would allow. On the arrival of the regiment, of 
which Mr. Oglethorpe was appointed colonel, he diftributed them in the propereft 
manner for t% fervice of the colony ; but notwithftanding this was of great eafe^to the 
truftees, and a vaft fecurity to the inhabitants, yet Colonel Oglethorpe ftill kept up 
the fame difeipline, and took as much care to form and regulate the inhabitants with 
Tefpe<^ to military affairs as ever. He provided, likewil’e, different corps for different 
fervicel ; fome for ranging the woods ; others, light-armed, for fudden expeditions ; 
and he likewife provided veffels for Icouring the fea-coafts, and for gaining intelligence. 
In all which fcrvices he gave at the fame time his orders and his example j there being 
nothing he did not, which he directed others to do 5 fo that if he was the firft man in the 
colony, his pre-eminence was founded upon old Homer’s maxims : he was the moft 
bitigued, and the firft in danger, diftinguiflied by his cares and his labours, not by any 
.exterior marks of grandeur, more eallly difpenfed with, fince they were certainly 
needlefs. '' 

The llrlft attention Ihewn by the truftees for their infant fettlement was fo jemark- 
able, and their punfluality in fupplying what was neceffary, fo generally known 
throughout America, that i^'v^ not long before it created fome inconvenience the 
adthreis of fuch as were defttous of turning fuch inftances of public fpirit to theip;^vate 
a<mi||age ; for feveral merchants, and captains of ftiips, had, for their own inter^, 
cariSi^i^ the colony from New York and other places, large cargoes ofi pfovifionw* 
of which (to fave merchants from Ioffes) were^en at the fljore, with*, 
aiutj^r jty from tfuftees, expence c|ea^ thCTpby,; i^^ 

irmieercould jiot •eltifttate, nor iteve a^iUty^ to difeharge, and for 
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accounts were returned to them ; and therefore the truftees publifliisd an advertjfefniMic 
in the Lc^don Gazette, and nrdered it to be publiflied in the South Carolina' Gazette, ^ 
and to be affixed on the doors of the ftore-ho^«s‘ at Savannali and Frederica, that out 
of a due regard to public credit they had refolved. That all expences which they had 
ordered, or fliould order, to be made in America, for the ufe of the colony, Ihould be 
defrayed and paid for in Georgia, in Sola bills of exchange only, under their feal ; and 
they gave nbdee, that no perfon whatfoever had any authority from them, or in’ their 
name, or on their account, to purchal'c or receive any* 'largo of provifions, ftores, or 
neceffaries, without paying for them in the faid Sola bills. 

Yet they were as ready as ever in exp^ditig money, where it wa^'jTecefl'ary and fer- 
viceabht to the colony ; for upon a petition of one Abraham de Lyon, a freeholder of 
Savannah in Georgia, That he had expended a great fuin in the cultivation of vines, 
which he had carried from Portugal, and had brought to great perfection ; and feveral 
certificates being protluced of his great improvemcitts, and of the goodnefs of his grapes, 
and their thriving in the molt barren lands in the province, the truftees afSfted him to 
proceed in his improverac^nts. But, to bo tht; more aUeto fupply thefe expences, they 
took care to be frugal, where it was practicable. And the fecurily of the colony being 
provided f’ur by the regiment fi;nt over by his Majcfty, the parliament gave eight thou- 
land pounds for the further fettling the colony ; therefore the trufteei? fent over an efti- 
mateof all the expences which they allowed to be made in the province ; by which feve- 
ral military expences which they had been engaged in for the defence of the colony, 
and which were very great, were reduced. 

In the year 1738 the truftees fent over the Reverend Mr. Norris to Frederica, with a 
falary of 50 1 . a-year, and orders that a houfe Ihould be built for him, and another 
provided for the pp''tbrmance of public worftiip, till fuch time as a church could be 
erefted. But while their cares were thus employed, they met with fome interruption 
from unforefeen accidents, both without and within the province : in refpeft to the 
former, the aftembly of South Carolina, having the laft year pafl’cd an ordinance for 
raifin^ a fum to indemnify their traders, in oppofuion to the afi, whieWwas aipproved 
of byliis Majcfty i^ council, for maintaining the peace with the Indians in the province 
of Georgia ; upon a memorial from the truftees, complaining of the faid ordinance j 
and upon the petition of the council and aftembly of South Carolina, againft fhe faid 
aft, there was a foletnn hearing before the lords commiffioners for trade and plantations ; 
and afterwards before a committee of the lords of his Majefty’s privy council : where- 
upon his Majefty was pleafed to order, that the faid* ordinance of aftembly of South 
Carolina fhould be repealed, and declared void ; and was pleafed to fend an inftruftion 
to the truftees, to prepare a proper aft, or ordinance, for fettling the trade, carried on 
by the provinces of South Carolina and Georgia with the Indians, on fuch a footing, 
as might be for th| mutual benefit and fatisfaftion of both provinces. And his Majefty, 
at the fame time, was gracioufly pleafed to give an inftruftion to Samuel Horfey, Efq. 
governor, and lieusenant-general of South Carolina, to recommend to the council and 
aftembly there, to pafa a law for that purpofe, in that province. But Samuel Horiey, 
Efq* ydjing foon after, and no other governor having fmewgone to South Carolina, that 
affitilfemained unfettled. The truftees immediately fent » Colonel Oglethorpe a copy 
bf his Majefty's inftruftions, and defired that he would confult with Lieutenant-Gover- 
, nor Bull in Sputh Carolina j that plans of proper afts might be prepared,, and fent over 
to the truftees, for tUSfe confideration, in order to anfwer'the purpofes 
ittftftitftions ; smd thiittj the mean timoi ihe cmmAiAoneii of South tarolinllDpd 
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the eomtxolBon^ri^^ Georgia, might proceed in their refpeftiv^ provinces, in concert 
with eadik other, to carry on a nlutitit trade to the Indians in both provinces. ^ 

In reference to the other fources of disturbance and domeilic difquiets, they were of 
diraffeit kinds ; but the greateft was owing to a number of perfons enjoying the bene* 
votrace due to the colony, without any real merit in themfelves, or juft title thereto j 
for which, however, a remedy was fpeedily provided. The truftees, both by their 
letters and inftruftions to the tmgiftrates, had conftantly exhorted and ettfioqraged the 
people to a cultivation of theiVl||nds, on which they were to depend for their fupport ; 
and as they found that many (as well of thofe whom they had fent over as objefb of 
charity, as of otheji, who at different times had gone into the country from other colo- 
nies, for their te^orary maintenance) ftill continued in their idlenefs, and ''-'Were a 
burden upon the truftees ; they gave orders for ftriking off the ftore, all fuch as having 
had time to cultivate their lands had neglected it. This cariicd from the colony many 
of thofe who had gone thither, or joined it from other parts of America, to gain a 
fubfiftence §(^1 a year or two, and of others who had not confidered the hardihips 
attending the firft fettlement of a country, and were weary ol their labour. I’he truf- 
tees receiving an account, dated February 12, 1738, from their fccretary of the pro- 
vince, of an uneafinefs among feveral perfons, upon the ttiior of their lots being con- 
fined to heirs mab ; and they, confidering that the colony had been fome time efta- 
blifhed, the people grew more numerous, and a regiment bemg ftationecl in it, fdr its 
defence, whereby the former tenures became Itfs neceffary j, did, on the 15th of 
Mhrch following, at their anniverfary meeting, reihlvc, that in default of iffue male, 
the legal poflelibr of land might, by a deed in writing, or by his laft will and teftament, 
appoint his daughter as his fucceffor, or any other female relation ; with a provifo that 
the fucceflbr fhould, in the proper court in Georgia, perfonally claim the lot granted 
and devifed within eighteen months after the death of the grantor or devifor. This was 
foon after extended to every legal poffeffor being impowered to appoint any other perfon 
as his fucceffor. 

The mldefti^ovemments arc often but too fubjeft to difeontents ; and thouA the 
whole ftudy of the truftees was to make their people as cafy in ihdr private capacities, as 
their duty to, and concern for, the public, would permit ; yet this did not hinder 
ignorant and malicious perfons, who either could not, or would not, comprehend the 
true intereftsof the colony, from endeavouring to raife frefh difturbances, for the fake 
of obtaining what they thought might be of fervice to them ; and which, if they had 
judged rationally, they mult have perceived would have turned to their ruin. In fhort, 
part of the people fettled in Georgia, fent over a memorial to the truftees, complaining 
of the want of a fce-fimple in their lands, and of not being permitted the vie of negroes. 
But thofe who were fettled on the fiontier, and confequently moft expofed to the Spa- 
idards and others, who, by their own induftry, had improved thei^ plantations, fa as 
to draw from them a comfortable fubfiftence, font over a contrary memorial ; in which 
they reprefented the difadvantages and dangers that would arffe from the permiflion 
of negroes. 

It likewife fell out, that at Ae very time fome of the people of Savannah fi> 
sipitoecus for negroes (for feventy-five land and freeholders, of whom fifty-ti^weilt 
filiMHidfirs, did not apply for them), the province of South Carolina was under frtf> 
qUent upon account of the negroes there. They had intelligeqpe that a coi^ 

VlfcBl Ibwhed by the negroes in South Carolina to rife, iUft •forcibly maifca 
IviIDM: t»put ritfanafelveepijAer the prcHe&uw the Spadiiurd^ 

had 
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had proclaimed i^dom to all tj^t jQiould run to them from their o!iiter& Thi$,tm* 
fpiracy was difeovered at Wii^aw, the nioft northern part of tlbat provin<|Bi 
whence as the negroes muft bend their courie, it, argued, that the other parts of the 
province muft be priyy to it, and that the rifiii|f was to he univerfal ; whereupon^the 
whole province were upon their guard ; the number of negroes in South Carolina b^g 
computed to be about forty thoufand, and the number of white men, at moft, not 
above five thoufand. As l|veral negroes, who were employed in Perryauguas, and 
other like toft (which they carried off with them) had^ken the benefit of the Spa- 
niards proclamation, and gone to St. Auguftin, the govefnment of §outh Carolina fent 
a folenm deputation to demand their flaves. This deputation confiffed, of Mr. Braith- 
waite, a member of the council ; Mr. Rudlidge, one of the affembl]!^’ and Mr.Binian, 
clerk of the affembly. But the governor of St. Auguftin, though in time of profound 
peace, peremptorily refufed to deliver them up ; and declared he had orders to receive 
all I'uch as fliould come thither, and protedl them. Upon this, and the petitions which 
were fent from the Uighlanders at Aarien, and ihe Saltzburgers at Eben^er, repre- 
fenting the danger and the inconvenience of the introduc'dion of negroes ; the truftees 
lent, under their foal, an anl'wer to the reprefentation from fome of the inhabitant' of 
Savannah. 

In this anfwer, which is dated June the aoth, 1739, the truftees Ijiy, That they 
Ihould deem themfeives very unfit for the truft repoled in them by their Majcfty on 
their behalf, if they could be prevailed on by any fuch irrational attempt, to give up a 
conltitution framed with the greateftilcaution, for the prefervation of liberty and pro- 
perty ; attd of which the laws againft the ufe of Haves, and for the entail of lands, are 
the fureft foundations ; and the truftees are the more confirmed in their opinions of 
the unreafonablenefs of this demand, and that they have received notions from Darien^ 
and the other parts of the province, reprefeming the inconvenience and danger which 
muft arife to the good people of the province, from the introdudion of negroes ; and 
as the truftees themfeives are fully convinced, that befides the hazards attending of that 
mtro4i|ftion, it would deftroy all induftry among the white inhabitants,A^d that, by 
giving them a power to alien their lands, the colony would foon be too like it^eigh- 
bours, void of whith inhabitamts, filled with blacks, and reduced to be the precarious 
property of a few, equally expofed to domeftic treachery, and foreign invafion ; and 
therefore the truftees cannot be luppofed to be in any difpofition of granting this requeft ; 
and if they have not before this, lignified their dillike of it, their delay is to be imputed 
to no other motives but the hopes they had conceived, that time and experience wotdd 
bring the complainants to a better mind. And the ti uftecs readily join iffue with thefti, 
in their appea^to pofterity, who fhall judge between them, who were their bed friends, 
thofe who endeavoured to preferve for them a pniperiy in their lands, by tying up the. 
hands of their unthrifty progenitors, or they who wanted a power to mortgage or aliati 
them ? Who were lie belt friends to the colony, thofe who, with great labour and coft, 
had endeavoured to.form a colony of his Majeity’s fubjofts, and perfecuted Proteftants 
from other part^of Ei||ope ; had placed them on a fruitfiil Ipil, and ftrove to fectu’e 
them i|l their pou^ffions by thofe arts, which naturally tejOd^ to keep the colony full of 
id^ui^d induftrious people, capable both to cultivate ai^d dcfend.it; or thofe, who 
to gratify the greedy and , ambitious views of a few negro-merchants; igvould pu^ it htto 
toeir powea to become foie owners of the province, by introducing their bandtd con^. 
itodi^; whjj^ it is i^teown, by fad experience, has brou^ our n^fhbour 
iitoi to bitok Ojf hjr driving oift |hpr 
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and ftrength, l»%ke room for black, who are now become the terror of thdr unadvHed 
maftere.” , '*< 

Jhe tniftees had great reafon propeeding (as they did in this refpeft ; fince amoi^ 
dm^perfohs to whom grants were made, in order to their fettling at their own ex- 
peitce in the colony, fome never wen^over to take them up, or to fettle at all ; others 
were gentlemen of Carolina, who nej^efted the profecution of their grants, and never 
fo much as defired to have their lands laid out ; and of ^e reil, fcvcral had quitted 
their plantations, and the laborious life of planters, to go and refide more dt their eafe 
at Savannah ; where, by the exercife of their fevcral trades and profeffions, they 
brought many -of their people in debt ; and befides all this, horfe-races and other 
diverfions were ft# on foot, and fuch a fpirit of idlcnefs began to prevail, as very cafily 
accounted for their eagernefs in defiring to have negroes granted them ; and plainly 
Ihewed with what fatal confequences it mufl have been attended, if the truftces had not 
remained firm to their firft refolutions, and had not given fuch an anfwer as (hewed 
they were jrefolved to preferve that fpirit in the <%lony upon which it was fettled, and 
which could alone render it worth that care, which had been hitherto taken of it by the 
public. However, to make the people as eafy and contented as they could, they 
publilhed an advertifement in the London Gazette, the 8th of September, 1 739, and 
other papers, which were continued for feveral days, and ordered it to be publiflted in the 
South Carolina Gazette •, that they had refolved to enlarge their grants on failure of 
iffuemale, and to make a certain provifion for the widows of the grantees, in the 
following manner, viz. that the lands already graAted, and fuch as fliould hereafter be 
granted, (hould, on failure of ifl'ue male, defeend to the daughters of fuch grantees ; and 
in cafe there fhould be no iffue male or female, that the grantees might devife fuch 
lands } and for want of fuch devife, that fuch lands (hould defeend to their heirs at law, 
vnth a provvfo that the polfelfiou of the perfon who (hould enjoy fuch devife, (liould not 
be increafed to more than five hundred acres ; and that the widows of the grantees 
fliould hold and enjoy the dwelling houfe, garden, and one moiety of the lands that 
hu(band (hould die poffelfed of, for, and during the term of their lives. The p;u(lees 
direft^ in the advertifement, that thofe who intended to have the benefit given them, 
^fhould enter their refpedive claims, in order that proper grants and conveyances in the 
law might be forthwith prepared and executed for that purpofc ; and that no fee or re- 
ward was to be taken for the entering any fuch claim, direftly or indiredly, by anf 
perfon or perfons whatfoever. It appears clearly from thefe concelfions, how very 
defirous the trultees were of giving the people, fettled in Georgia, all imaginable fatif- 
fadtion, confiftent with the fcheme they had formed of fecuring thefe lands to the aftual 
planters, and thereby prevent thofe inconveniencies, to which others, particularly the 
ibuthem colonies were liable, and which would have been fo much the more facd 
in a colony, the chief inducement to eftablilh which, was the makiqg a llrong 
frontier. *" ' 

9. The French, who by decrees grew more and more uneafy ,at the fettlement of 
Georgia, and our interco|6u:fe with the Indians, began to make u^ of ei^ry method they 
eould devife, in order to create differences and jealoufies between uf and the 
wlitleh was no fooner known, than it greatly alarmed, not only the people fdt^d|tt 

» but the whole province of Carolina, from a juft fenfe of the danger thw 
in, if the French, either by their artifices or prefents, (hould draw over ttw 
Creek to their party, as appears by thdr applicatiOMr* wth to Colonel Ogfcfe 

si' to the govenupeat at home.;. Ujmn this h|r.<^iethorp0» tnottgbt it 
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nisceiflarjr 4o esttter into a clofe alliance with this nadlQn > and therefore refolved upon a 
journw tOj the Coweta town, though at the diftaflteit of no lefs than five hundred itiite 
|rom Frederica, where he then was, and throj^h^ a ^^nntry very little known to, .and 
▼eSry difficult for Europeans to travel. He provided him, liowever, with horfes liid 
piefents fit for the purpofe ; fet out for that p^ce, and after a painful and fatiguihg 
journey, reached it in fafety, where he was lecttved by tho^folians widi all imaginable 
marks of friendfhip and re|peft ; and where he had an opportunity of conferring, not 
only with the chiefs of all the tribes of this nation, bi|(tr alfo vrith the deputies of the 
Choftaws and Chickefaws, who lie- between the Engliffi and French fettlements, and 
who had fent their deputies thither with that view. 'I’he confequepcs of this meeting 
was, the making a new, more full, and explicit trc'aty with the lowef*’ Creeks than the 
former ; which was of fo great confequence that Colonel Bull, lieutenant-governor of 
Carolina, declared that if the Creeks could be fecured, they’ fhould be under no 
apprehenfions from the intrigues of the French with the other nations ; and, that this 
was effedually doiit:, the reader will perceive from the perufal of the trea^ then con- 
cluded with that nation ; of which the following is a copy from an inftrument, con- 
taining, the exemplification of the faid treaty, under the feal of the province of Geor^a, 
with all the neceffary certificates from the magiftrates indorfed thereupon ; and which 
ought therefore to be confidered as the moft* authentic evidence of .that gentleman’s 
diligence, zeal and fuccefs, in the fervice of his country, and of the Britifli colonies in 
America. 


Proceedings of the affembled Eftates of all the Lower Creek Nations, held on Saturday, 
the 1 1 til day of Auguft, Anno Domini 1739. 

“ By powers from His Moft Sacred Majefty George the Second, by the grace of God 
King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, &c. General James Oglethorpe being ap- 
ppinted commiffioner, was prefent in the behalf of his Majefty, and opened the aflembly 
by a fpeech. There were alfo prefent at the faid aflembly of eftates, the raico, or king 
01 the Cowetk town ; Chkklcy Ninia, luico of the faid town ; Malachio, micoff'fon of 
Brim, late emperor’of the Creek nation, and the chief men and warriors of the Coweta 
towns ; the mico or chief king of the Cuflitas ; and Scilkeligo, mico, next to the 
king of the Cuflitas ; Ilkeigo,^ third chief man of the Cuflitas, and the other chief mea 
and warriors of the faid town and alfo Ocakchapakho, and the chief men of the towa 
ofPoIachuchulas; Kolatto, chief war-captain, and other chief men and warriors; being 
deputies, fent with full powers to conclude all things neceffary fot the faid town. 
Tawraawme, ^ico of the Ufawles, with feveral other chief men and warriors; being 
deputies fent With full powers to conclude all things neceflary for the faid towa- 
;|yietalchekq^ war-captain of the Echetees, with feveral other chief men and warriors j 
teing deputies fent with full powers to conclude all things for the faid town. Neathacklo, 
chief man of Ofct^chees, with feveral other chief men and warriors, fent with full 
fipwers to con<^de ^ things for the faid town. Occullftyeche, chief man of the 
Checaivrs, with ^veraf other chief men and warriors; .being deputies fent with full 
?«i^‘ to conclude all things for thl# faid town. Howj*ajiwge Thalacko, chief man 
if the Oxmulges, with feveral other chief men and warriors ; being deputies fent witb' 
jibwers to collude all things for the faid town. The mico, or chief king of 
0tecouy& witlf feveral clli|^men and w^ having full powers to ccmcklijie all 

IOF:^. la}d4pwn, la^econd efifof man of t||e wi^ feveral other|||pF 

men aii4 w^rri^Ri i^^j^i^deputies fqit Wiik full ppWmS^ncliude all things iMlw 
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JGud town, ellates being folemnly held, and opened at tne great iquare fA jibe 

t<M¥n of Coweta, and adjourned &om thence to the town CulBtas } and tne depuj^s 
bamg drank black drink together, according to the ancient cuiWm of ,4>eir nation 
(bobg a religious form tranfraitted down by their ancoftors), the whole e(latesd#e%^' 
by a general confent without one negative, that they adhered in their ancient love to 
the king of Great Britain} Jmd to their agreements made in the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and thirty-three, with the truliecs lor eftablilhing the colony of Georgia in 
Anierica; a counter-part of which agreement was tlieu delivered to each town; and 
the deputies of the fevt ral towns produced tlic fame ; and farther declared, that all 
the dominions, territories and lands, from tht‘ river Savannah, to the river St. John’s, 
and all the iflands between the faid rivers; .aul 1mm the river St. John’s to tile bay 
Appallache, within which are all lie iippall.nlie old (Kids ; and from the laid bay of 
Appallache to the mountains ; doth by .inciLiii right b long to the Creek nation, and 
they have maintained poflellion of the laid right, ig.und ad oppofers by war; and can 
fttew the heaps of bones of their enemies llain by ‘h( m in defence or the faid lands. 
And the 6id eftates further declare, that the Creek nation hath for ages, had the pro- 
te£bon of the kings and queens of Kngi.iud, and that the .Spaniard, nor no other 
nadon, have any right to any of the faid I'-nd*?, and that tliey will not fuller them, or 
any other perfqn, excejil tfic trulfces for ellablilhing the colony of Georgia in 
America, to fettle on the faul lands. And they do atkiiowledge, by the grant 
they have already niadi ’o tii- tiulfecs for cflablifliing a colon) of Georgia in 
America, all the lands upon the Savannah ri .r, uS tar the river Ogeeche; and all 
the lands along the fea coafl, as far the n\<^r St. Joni.’s, and as high as the tide flows, 
and all the iflands as far as the laid river, pariicularly the illmds of Frederica, Cum- 
berland, and Amelia, to wliich llicy have given the names of his Majefty’s family, out 
of gratitude to him. But they declare, that they did and do referve to the Creek 
nation, all the land from Pipemakes Bluflj to Ilavannah and the iflands of St. Catharina, 
Oflebaw, and Sappalo. And they further declare, that the faid lands are held by the Creek 
nadon as tenets in common. And the faid commiflioner doth declare, that the lingliih 
|fcall rtSt enlarge, or take up any other lands excej t thefe granted asftabove tiy the 
PCreek Indian nation to the truftces ; and doth promife and covenant, that he will 
punilh any perfon that fhall intrude upon the faid lands which the Creek nation hath re* 
ferved as above. Given under my hand atid feal this 21ft day of Auguft, at the Cowedl 
town, 1739. “ Jambs Oolethorpb.” 

At this diftance, it is a very difficult If not impra&icable thmg, to give the reader a 
^earanddiltind intelligenc.'* the (liflTiculiits furmounted, and the advantages acquired 
by Mr. Oglethorpe’s jouinr) , nd Iiis fiici cfs in concluding this alliance ; Hve will, how- 
ever, endeavour to repreferit them a*; clearly and as fully as we can. In the firft place, 
bis making fuch a jourticy as thi-, gained him a great reputation «ith tie Indians} 
VBIurefl^ upon them fentiment- of deep refped for the Englifli nation, and of par« 
tieular afiedUon £}r the cipjion* of Georgia. At the fame time it'^ftruck the French 
ifilii amazement ; feme of tbdr governors of Canada had indUd miiJe confidera^ 
ktfUmfB from Quebec in oidBr to confer with t^e Indians, and to Conclude fISgiMifip 
; but then they always thought it requifite to be well attended, and nevdi^ 
..^Kcurfions but at the liead pf a couflderable body of regular troopa, W^redb 
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Mzard necefliiiy to eftablifh it. In flion, he found it requifite for the welfare of iJie 
colony which he had fettled, that they fhould be able to place an intire confidence in the 
Fndiana, and the Indians in them ; which reciprocai confidence he aflually procured,*? 

re^ofing himfelf entirely on their fiiith ; and by the treaty that he concluded' *iitith * 
(hem. 

His coming to the Coweta town difllpated ail thcii fears, and,extiiiguifhed all their 
jealoufies ; they told him fp fairly in their hrfl conferences. They faid it had been in- 
finuated fb them, that he was ' line into fh.at country to .{eprive them of tHeir land ; 
and that they had been alfurcd, he was tifUialiy preparinf; to invade them ; but they 
were now convinced tlrat thef wore all i'allhoods anti r.d.uinnico ; thaf.he really meant 
|hem all the good they could e., jjoid ; ;uid that ;r,.‘!ead of injuring them by the fettle- 
nicnt he was making, it would pr-iw a tiew feci-iUy to tiiem, as well as to the Englifh ; 
and put it out of the power i t, ! cr iiuri -n i jiti’iiies to hurt either. For which reafon 
they were on their • u'ts, ready to t i all tlnvt iae could expeft from them, and were 
perfedly fatisfied the. he would perform his tnirjgemcnts towards them, with the like 
piinduality. There is nt. wonder dierefore, if the I’rench were exceflively alarmed on 
the news of this eonierenc , and of the a.ld.uicf* which Gciierrd Oglethorpe had con- 
cluded ; fince they could lonhiu:-!- ,t in i-y - other light ti’an as the firfl ftep to a general 
confederacy »”ith all the Indian nations that had metal, .a' •'Mr deputies to the Coweta 
town, from (vlicnce the’' .vuviaiv many and great inco.ivetfrejv.es to themfelves ; for, 
in the firfl place, tin's new treat} v.iJi the Creektt, del: ate i U ilic meafures they had 
been t.nhing, in:, 'veiled ad their tiefigns. nd coimecreJ tlrat nation inoi;e clofely than 
ev(?r with the Isnglilh, wliich la iifclf was a very great and unlocked for dif- 
appointment. 

But that was not all, they clearly comprehended that by this means w'e Ihould not 
only keep our old friends, but draw oil' alfo fome of theirs. Of all the nations that 
bordered upon them, they are molt afraiil of the- Chiclecfaws, whom thc-y look upon as 
the fiercefl and bravcfl race of Indians in America, with whom they have never been 
upon godd terms, more clpecialh' fiiu i* the year 1731, when thc'y difcovered,.or pre- 
tended to difeOver a defign they '■ id ionaed, to furprife and deftroy all their atflranced^ij. 
fettlcments. Thcy*wcrf alfu in a vci'y great fear of the Chodaws, or as the FreneW 
call them Tchoclas, botli bt iaufe the;, arc a very numerous nation, and are lb fituated 
is to bo able at any time, to dillurb aiii! ilnquiet their fetllement'j. But it foon ap- 
peared by experience, that the 1 w triaty operated Atccchivilly, fince the governor of 
t^ew York, having given iiilorination to Colonel Bull, oi Oarolina, of the march of a 
body of French troops, and Indians *^rom Ouci.v c, tut , it u attack the Indians in 
friendfliip with England ; but though thi;; pur : lie pf i- ol t ;u olina and Georgia upon 

their guard, tnere followed nothing from it : T.u Mie >’; t s u f,:und the Indians well pre- 
pared and ^fpofed to receive them, and tit 1 . ih.-!,* d irom their defign, for fear if 

fliould produce a.s'j^neral war, that might prr . 1 itai to the colonics on the Miffiilippi 
river ; the people of which were ^'xceiiively aitprehenfive of what might happen from, 
*hc general con^cracy of the neighbouring Indians againft them. 

* ^Tne truftees proceOTed as vigoroufly as it was pollible in the execution of every part 
,pf theH* fcheme ;*^and having, with fuch unwearied diligence, provided for the fettle- 
of a new colony, and tor the fecurity of its frontiers, they began next to empl^’ 
,t]^ir fkill and pains to promote all kinds of improvements ; and were efpecklly ipheitbui V 
fetaobtain frow then«|f fpecimens of the poflibility of raifingj in ihawcouatill?! 
dommQ<Htie% that w^ jfdjjqpedbed from it. They .tied knew tbatrxbis req|||^ 
hard I%ur, and had aq^t^^to iQirqitl W^ ipeaidng of^ lKni 
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any of the cokHu^ul America, in many years longer than this iettlement of Georgia 
had been made. But on the other hand, they alfo knew that the Englifh nati<m was 
'naturally impatient j that great’ futps of money had been iffued for the fervice of 
thia^lony ; that great expedatioi^ were had of it ; and that, if nothing foon appeared^ 
however certain in theml'elves, and juft m their nature, no excufes would prevail. 
They therefore recommended it to th«r fervants in Georgia, to ufe their utmoft (kill 
and diligence in promoting the culture of mulberry trees aqd filk, fo that it might be, 
at lead, demonftrated, that they were not deceived in theft expefliations ; but that in 
due time, and with reafonable encouragement, the nation might hope to fee a full 
return in that commodity, for the expence ihe had been, and muft be, at, in bringing 
the colony of Georgia to perfcflion. For they perfuaded themfelves, that from -the 
methods they had ufcd in fending over proper perfons for the management of that 
bufmefs, their demands, with a due degree of care and diligence in their fervants, might 
be anfwered, which would afford them an anfwer to all objedions. 

A parcel of raw filk was accordingly brought this year from Georgia, by Mr. Samuel 
Augfpourguer, who made an affidavit before a mafter in chancery, that he received it 
from the hands of Mr. Thomas Jones, the truftees ftore-keeper at Savannah, who told 
him it was the produce of Georgia ; and the faid Samuel Augfpourguer, who refided 
in the fouthern pgrt of the province, faid, that when at Savannah, he faw the Italian 
family there winding off filk from the coquons. The filk was (hewed at the truftees 
office, to Mr. John Zacary, an eminent raw-filk merchant, and Mr. Booth, one of the 
greateft filk-wpavers in England, who declared it was as fine as any Italian filk ; anff 
that it was worth, at leaft, twenty (liillmgs a pound. This Mr. Samuel Augfpourguer, 
who joined the colony in the beginning of the year 1736, left it in July 1739, with two 
men fervants and their children, on his plantation, and came over to obtain a grant of 
five hundred acres of land, and to get fome of his countrymen from the canton of 
Bern in Switzerland, to go with him as fervants, on his return to Georgia, in order to 
proceed more effcSually in the cultivation of his lands. 

The truftees, this year, alfo took further methods for the fatisfa6Uon of the people 
jn the |>rovince. They extended the tenures, by which the daughter of a grantee, or 
■ny other perfon, was made capable of enjoying, by devife, or inheritance, any quantity 
of lands which did not increafe her or his poffeffion, to more than two thoufand acres. 
A licence was alfo granted for all the prefent polfeffors of land in Georgia, to makd 
leafes of any part of their lots, for any term not exceeding three years, to any perfon 
lefiding in Georgia, and who ffiovld refide there, during tl\e term of fuch leafe. A 
general releafe was likewife paffed, by which no advantage was to be taken againft any 
of the prefent poffeffors of laud in Georgia, for any forfeiture incurred at any time before 
Chriftmas 1740, to the tenure or cultivation of land ; and the pofleffors*' of fifty acres 
were not obliged to cultivate more than five acres thereof, in ten year^from their 
grants ; and thofeof under fifty acres in proportion ; and the poffeflbis of five hundred 
acres of land were not obliged to cultivate more than one hundred and twenty acres 
thereof, in twenty years from their grants ; and thofe of under five liut^red acres, and 
above fifty acres, in proportion, to prevent any forfeiture for ^ant or cultivaiing the 
tpiantities required. IJndcr thefe circumftances it is prefumed that l!to complaial can 
wiiffi reafon, be made againft the tenure, by which the inhabitants at this time 
imd Inlands, fince they have more power than is generally given by naar^age fettk* 
ment^ lfiLil^h the grantees are only tenants for life, incajMtb^ of nfttrtgaging, or 
mulmg any lli({K)rition by their laft will ; wW<^ the frtjphtillders in 
OmjsoitaimlhK b^me mum in tail-i^enemd," and may^ with tfie licence of tia^ com* 
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0^ council of the truflces, upon application made to them for thatj^rpofe, mortage, 
or alien, and hirtber, without applicadon, have it abfolutely in their power, on failure 
of iffue in tail, to difpofe thereof by their laft will. At leaft this was all the trufteea • 
thought themfelves at liberty to do, confidering the bbligation they were under m the 
public, as well as to the fettlement ; and that they were as much bound to provide, 
that the nation had a juft fatisfadion for what ihe diiburfcd in favour df the colony, as 
that the inhabitants of Georgia ftiould be made eafy in their fcttlements, and meet with 
fufficient encouragement to proceed with induftry in all their undertakings ; and with 
this double view, to the fervice of the public, and the welfare of the fettlement, all their 
applicadons at home, and all their diredions abroad, are to be referred. 

9. We have now run through the hiftory of this province for abbve feven years, that 
is, from the time of projeding fuch a fettlement as this on the fouth frontier of Carolina, 
to the carrying that defign into execution, and bringing the new province into fome 
tolerable degree of order ; and, in the courfc of our hiltory, we have had occafion to 
obferve, from time to time, what care and circumfpedion has been ufed, to render 
it ufelul to thofe ends for which it was intended. We have taken notice of the fenfe 
which the whole province of Carolina had t f the neceflity, as well as expedience, of 
fuch a fettlement. We have fhewn, that thofe who were fent over were difciplined in 
fuch a manner, as to be able to defend, as well as acquire, property. We have fet 
down the reafons why negroes were prohibited ; and thofe rcafons very clearly prove, 
that the colony could not have anfwered any of thofe ends for which it was eftablifhed, 
if negroes had been permitted. We have given fome account, and, if the bounds of 
I of this chapter would have permitted, we ftiould have given a further account, of the 
jealouftes entertained by the Spaniards and the French on account of this fettlement, 
which w'e conceive to b‘e fo many demonftrative proofs of its utility. We have given 
the reader a large extract from the memorial of the affembly of South Carolina, fetting 
forth, in the cleareft and ftrongeft terms, the wants of that province, and the points in 
which they ftood in need of afliftance. We have fliewn, by a plain narrative, of fa£ts, 
how agreeable the conduft of General Oglethorpe was to the demands of that memorial ; 
and how far, by the happy fuccefs attending thofe endeavours, they have been anfWered, 
more efpecially by^is laft treaty with the Creek Indians, which, as we lhall have occa* 
fion to ftiew hereafter, has effetfually anfwered his ends and theirs, fo as not only to 
come up to, but even to exceed and go beyond, their expeflations. We have likewife, 
from time to time, exhibited the alterations that in compliance w'ith the people’s deftres, 
the truftees have thought fit to make in their conftitption, for the eafe and encourage- 
ment of the planters. And we have likewdfe givep an inftance, that tlrey have 
not been difappointed in their views as to the produw of this new colony ; but that 
it is both p^bie and pradicable to make therein as good filk as we can purchafe 
with money (which is, generally fpeaking, the cafe at prefent), from any part of the 
world. '«• 

It remains, according to the plan that wc have laid down, to give a defeription of 
this new province ih the manner it is now fettled, that the reader may fee what the 
fruits have beeA of the care and expence of the legiftature^ the prudence and attention 
of tl^jf truftees, alRd the vijgilance and aftivity of thofe intrufted by them in the manage- 
ment of their affairs in this part of the world. And though,' as yet, they have not 
received fo copious and fo exad; a defeription of their new colony as they expe£t ; yet, 
from what wt are epabied to fay upon this fubjc£t, it will inconteftibly apuear, that 
much has i^en done, ^at man^ towns have been fettled,* great improvemtots ma^iE 
the neighbourhood of them, iivmi fbrQeefl«il«r«ied,' due care taken €>r^ 
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frontiers^ and» ill^a word, as much' 'performed ^as could be rationally expeded in fo 
ihoit a fp^eofdme, and all drcDmftances confidered. 

» The town of Savannah is about ten miles up the river Savannah. There are, befides 
WMg^bufes and huts, at leaft oife liuiuilred and thirty houfes in the town. As thefe, 
for the fake of air, and to prevent the fpreading of any fire, are built at fome cUftance 
from each othe% they,make feveral fpacious fquares and wide ftrects. There is a regular 
magiilracy fettled in the town, which the truftees are obliged to be at the cxpence of 
lupporting, till the colony arrives at fufficidit Arength to*do it. There are, in the 
town a court-houfe, a Aore-houfe, a gaol, a houfe for the truAees fervants, a wharf, 
a guard-houfe, and fome other public buildings. A church is at prefent building, and 
a clergyman is fettled there. The town is excellently fituated for trade, the navigation 
of the river being very fecure, and Aiips of three hundred tons can lie within fix yards 
of the town, and the worm does not eat into them. About four miles from Savannah, 
inland from the river, are the two villages, Highgate and HamAead, which lie at about 
a mile diAance from each other ; tlie people fettled there apply themfcives chiefly to 
gardening, and fupply the town of Savannah with quantities of greens, and garden-AufiF ; 
there are twenty plantij^tions within twenty miles round Savannah, which have each of 
them from five to thirty acres of laud, Aiared. 

About fifteen miles from Savannah is a village called Abercorn ; about twenty miles 
farther up the river, is the town of Ebenezer, where the Saltlburgers are fettled with 
two miniAers ; one of whom computed, that the number of his congregation, in July 
1718, confiAed of one hundred and forty-fix ; therefore, as the infants could not be 
XecKoned in the computation, and as feven more have fince been fent and fettled with 
them, it is believed the numbers have iiicreafed, especially fince the town is fo healthly, 
that by a letter fent to the fociety for promoting ChriAian knowledge, by the Reverend 
Mr. Bolzius, one of the minilters at Ebenezer, dated the 26th of June 1740, he 
declared, that in a year’s time one perfon only had died, which was a child fourteen 
years old. The people are induArious and fober, they raife not only a fufficient 
quantity of corn and other produce for their own fubfiAence ; but they fell great 
quantities to thofc at Savannah, who have not been fo careful of their plantations. 
pThey have great herds of cattle, and are in fo thriving a condition chat not one perfon 
has abandoned his fettlemcnt, or fent over the IcaA complaint about the tenures, or 
the want of negroes ; on the contrary, they in a body petitioned againA the ufe of 
negroes; and their miniAers have declared, that their figning that petition was a 
voluntary aft ; and at their defirje another embarkation of their countrymen, who are 
willing to go from Germany and join them, is defigned to be fent with all convenient 
fpeed. # 

About ten miles from hence, upon a river running into Savannah, i#a place called 
Old Ebenezer, where is a cow-pen, and a great number of cattle for the ufe of the 
public, and for breeding. At a confiderable diAance from hence is tne town of 
AuguAa, before deferibed, which, from the great refort of traders and Indians, is in 
a, thriving condition, and is, and will be, a great proteftion to 'both the provinces 
43f, Carolina and Georgia SgainA any defigns of the French. lil the ftuthern part of 
ibe province is the town of New Invernefs, upon the River Altamaha;* where the |?igli- 
fffe fettled, Ahd about twenty miles from hence, on the ifland of St. Simoni 
is the town of Frederica, with a regular magiilracy as at Siivannah, fiipt 
P9rt<dvt^^tb£.£:ftpcnce of the truAees ; Arong I'ortific^ticns round the to-wn’are almoft 
ivA?>d ai thefonih-eaA point of the iAand, are barrackSiJbr three hmidrtd and 
mailer ifiaads of lekyl.ami l^mberlaiid, ^whiich He 
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a fmall diftance from each other to the fouthward of Frederica; aid on the laft ftwtt 
for:s are built, one of which was defcrib^ before^ and the other was finilhed in 
April 1 740. ‘ , 

U{>on the fouth end of the ifland it commands the falet of Amelia Sound, is ftrol^ly 
palli&dcd w ill) flankcts, and is defended by eight pieces of cannon ; barracks are built 
upon titis ifli’nd for two hundred and twenty men, with llonp-houfes, which were 
finilhed in Oftober >7.^8. There are fix forts in the province, and a battery of can- 
non eroded to fecurc the harbour at 5 t. Simon’s, under which (hips may fafely 
lie. Tile Indians, from the prefents which they have annually received from the 
truftees, and from the juhice and humanity with which they have been treated, are 
fecured, in the Britifli intereft, notwithllanding the arts both of the French and Spaniards 
to reduce them. By this, South Carolina has been free from wars, in w'hich (as the 
preamble to his Majefty’s charter fet forth) they had frequently fuffered, and fo late 
as the year 17 1 5 had been laid -almoft wade with fire and fword ; and by the 
fecurity which South Carolina received by fuch a frontier as Georgia is to it, very 
large trads of land have betn cultivated in the fouthern part of that province, 
wliich no perfon would venture to I'ettle on before ; and a great quantity of rice 
raifed thereon. 

This is a clear proof of the injudice of fuppofing tliat the nation hath hitherto received 
no advantage from this colony ; fince whatever has been gained by Carolina, in virtue 
of the protedion fhe enjoys by the lettlemcnt of this new province, ought to be looked 
upon and confidered as the produce of Georgia ; and thougli even this may not be any 
great matter hitherto, yet as it is an iudance of the benelits to be expeded from this 
colony it ought to be kiniily accepted, as an earned of better things. As to the number 
of people fent over to, and fc'ttled in, Georgia, within the fpace of eight years, they 
amounted to upwards of two thoufand, taking in thofe that went at their own expence, 
which, ii compared with the fmall number of people that were in Carolina, alter it had 
been fettled forty years, will enable us to didinguifli between the confequences of atten- 
tion to private profit, and concern lor the public good : to fay the truth ; of all the methods 
that have been hitherto tried, in fixing colonies in diitant parts of the world, this may 
very truly and on good grounds be pronounced the belt ; becaufe by it due provifion is| 
made, that the people fent over (liall all be carefully fettled and well taken care of, and 
fupported from time to time with proper fupplies ; that this care ftjould not ceafe 
immediately, on their having plantations, but be continued till the people are in a 
condition to fupport iheinfelves. 

By this method towns are formed, not at random and by chance, but in prefer 
fuuations, and for good rcafons ; not purely for the fitke of immediate advantage, but 
with views to the general good, and future benefit of the colony. By this means, 
every ftep made by the rifing plantation may be directed to public ufe, and every meafure 
be calculate for the fcrvice of the mother-country ; which cannot be expected where 
grants are made to the ul’e, and for the fervice, of particular people, where numbers of 
men tranfport thcmlllves for the fake of a better livelihood, at their own expence, or where 
people are tranlfiorted'tigainft their will ; fmee in all ihefe cal'el it is to be prefumed, that 
men ^ill follow the bias of their inclinations or iuterefts ; b.ttt as in this cafe, where the 
public is at the expence, and where the management is intfufted with perfons of 
diftindion for the benefit of the public, nothing of this kind can happen ^ they will b® 
fure to difeharge their duty, and in proportion as the colony increafes and 
^ds of thofe who commie it, it will be likewife fure to anfwe| thofe ends ror wlyi^ ij, 
was fettled. Befides it ^is, the 
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the fjnrit ongkoltji' infufed into the people, will render fuch a colony more dutiful and 
obfervant to ‘her mother-country, than any that want thefe advantages. 

Laftly, we may be fure that in fuch a colony, the produce will be managed mod to the 
advantage of the country from whence it*is fettled ; as for inftance in this of which we 
are fpeaWng, due care will be certainly taken that they do not run into the cultivation of 
fuch commodities as are already produced in the neighbouring colonics, but bend their 
endeavours to the promoting of fuch as have-not been yet raifcd to any great advantage 
in thofe colonies, though perhaps their foil and climate were fufficiently fit for them. 
Flax, which as we have before Ihcwn, may be cultivated here to the grcatefl: advantage, 
will be certainly attended to ; and fo alfo potaflics and filk, which above all things 
claim our care, of \idiich we had formerly great hopes from Virginia ; and w'ith a view 
of obtaining of which Carolina was actually fettled ; but in both we were difappointcd 
for want of fome proper authority to diredf a continued application in the planters 
fettled there for that purpofe, without which nothing that docs not turn to large profit 
immediately can be brought to perfection ; but in colonies fettled by truftees, their 
recommendation will go far, their authority farther enforce what they defire, and 
premiums enable them with certainty to procure fuccefs ; as we fliall have occafion to 
ihew hereafter. 

Our aim at pyefent is to prove the excellency of this method of fettling, which far 
furpafies that of efiablilhing exclufive companies, as will be evident if wre confider that 
they re^rd their own profit folely, and as foon as they have fallen into w'ays of pro- 
moting it effectually, they forget the obligation received from the public, as is but too 
evident in many cafes, and has juftly occafioned almoft a general outcry againit fuch 
companies ; whereas a board of truftees conftituted for a limited time, infpeft the con- 
cerns, and promote the welfare, of a rifing colony, and by their commiflion ceafe to 
have power over it when their care is no longer neceffary ; but as for companies, they 
keep all who belong to them continually in Icading-ftrings, and never confider how 
tra&ig may be made beneficial to a nation in general ; but how it may be ordered fo Es 
to become moft beneficial to themfelves. But it is time to quit thefe reflections, in order 
to refume the thread of our hiftory, and to fliew how, after a few years peace, this 
' colony became ftrong enough, not only to hold up hCT head and prelerve her being, 
but to repulfe her enemies, and prove a fecurity to all her neighbours in time of war ; 
a thing wonderful in all refpeCfs, and of which pofterity will fpeak with admiration, 
though from an unaccountable negligence, and want of attention, in the prefent age, 
we are fcarce fo well acquainted with that tranfaftion as it deferves. 

'I I. The government in Great Britain having, after many repeated infults and pro- 
vocations, found themfelves under a neceflity of obtaining fatisfaCfion from Spain by 
force, a fquadron for that purpofe was fent to the Weft Indies, and orders iffued to the 
governors of our refpeCfive colonies, and others his Majefty’s officers in 4|imerica, to 
annoy the Spaniards by all methods poffible. Thefe orders were refcdved by Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe, in quality of general commander in chief, in the latter enji of the month of 
September 1739. Whereupon he immediately confidered of ways, and means for 
Mttdng them in execution ; in order to which he put his own regiment, and all the 
mrcM he could raife in Georgia, into the belt condition poflible. He fent to inform 
Cherokees, and other Indian allies, of the fituation that affairs were in, and to 
impowbr them to enter into the Spanifh territories. He alfo fent up to Chiles Town 
to acquaint the governor and affembly widi the prefent polhue of things j and* to 
acquaint theta frim his readinels to undertake an expedition Bgainft St. Auguftin ; 
joinl’liervice pf Caadina and Georgia. The plain ret^n that he waa deftious 
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of beginning to oHenfively agaiiift the Spaniards was, to raife the fpirits of his pwa 
people, to divert the Spaniards from the de%ns, which they were forming to our 
prejudice, and to keep the war at the greateft diltanoe poflible. 

It is very clear, that front thois^^tuation of tilings in Georgia, it was altogether im- 
poffiblefor him to obtain a force ftlfBcient for the execution of thefe defigns, without 
the alTiflance of the province of Carolina. ; and as it was of equal importance to that 
province, that thofe defigns Ihould be carried into execution, it was but reafonable for 
him to exped, that all the affiftance pollihle Ihould be given him. Governor Bull, 
upon the General’s application, acquainted the affembly of Carolina with what had been 
propofed ; and as they were very fenfibleof the importance of the unijertaking, of the 
views the Spaniard^ had to their prejudice, and of the preparatioaS they were making 
to annoy both provinces, they fliewed a difpofition to give him what afliilance was in 
their power. 

But at the fame time that they had thefe inclinations, they could not help confidering 
the fituation of the province, which under its circumllanccs at that time, was very for 
from being in a condition to enter into a large expence, unlcfs there was a great proba* 
bility of fuccefs; by which it feems they underftqod the reducing the fortrels of 
St. Auguftin, with the (Ircngth of which, as it was a regular fortification, had always 
in it a good garrifon, and was liighly confidered by the Spaniards, the^ were very well 
acquainted ; and they knew, befides, that feveral former attempts upon that place had 
been difappointed. That they might aCl therefore in fuch a manner as might equally 
Ihew their zeal for his Majefty’s fervice, and their regard for the welfare of their confli<- 
tuents, the affembly directed, that General Oglethorpe Ihould be dclired to explain 
himfelf fully, as to the nature of the alliftance he expected, and the ends he conceived 
it might anfwer, in cal'e they fhould agree to grant him the afliilance he required. 

Upon which the General, by the following letter, dated at Frederica, December the 
29th, 1739, laboured to give them all the fatisfaftion that was poffible, as well in 
regard to the matters under their confideration, as with refpeft to liis own condufl:, • in 
reference to the defigns he had m view, and the afliilance he expeded. This letter 
was conceived in the following terms, viz. “I fend up with this an officer to concert 
meafures for the fiege of St. Adguftin ; it will be neceffary to have twelve cann on s of®* 
a'ghteen pounders each, with two hundred Ihot foi each gun, and powder proportion- 
able ; one mortar-piece, and bombs, with powder fufficient ; eight hundr^ pioneers, 
negroes or white men, with tools fufficient for that number of men j fuch as fpades, 
hoes, axes, and hatchets, to dig trenches, make ggibelines, and facines. If they are 
negroes, there muft be white men fufficient to guard them, and overfee them ; veffels 
and boats fufficient to carry the artillery-men, provifions, &;c. We lhall have one thou- 
land Indians ; fix thuufand buflicls of corn will be neceffary to feed them, or rice pro- 
portionable ; alfo as many horlemen as can be had, who may pals over the riv^ 
Savannah, and palling the Oakinulgy, and Orony, and from thence to the ferry, on 
the river Alata, where they may pafs over into the Spanilh Florida. Captain M'Pherfon, 
or Mr. Jones of Pohpoii, can Ihew them the path ; for I Ihpuld think the peojflie of 
Garoliiia would do vefy well to raife a troop of rangers, under the command of Captain 
M'Pfeerfoii, who is a very good officer. Captain Warren affured me that he would be 
very willing to alfift in convoying the veffels, and in carrying cann on, &c. The 
Cherokee Inchans have promifed me to be down in March ; I, have not heard from the 
CKfcek nation lately, but I expe£k them down about the fame time, and hafe had t 
party of them with rae jjbr Come months. I can march four.|pndred men of the regs^ 
ment, and jieaye fuffidens for the garrifonis behind 1 ordered three Hoops df 

twenty 



mSCOVERl£S AMD SETTkEMEMTS 


47a 

twenty men each to be raifed, but I have been difappointed of horfea by Captain Cudi- 
bert’s death, fo I have got yet only tjyelve. If the Carolina people will pay them, I 
believe they may raife fifty very good men at Purrilburg. I Ihould defirc four 
montlis provifioiis* for four hundred men of the|^^^^tfiment, of rice and meat, with 
boats for carrying it to St. Auguflin, at the rate or one pound of each per diem 
for each man. 1 have thirty-fix cohoms, and about eighteen hundred lliells : 
of the people of the province of Georgia^I cannot draft many, becaufc I mull not leave 
the country naked ; and, as they are poor, if they neglell their planting feafon, it will 
be difficult for them to fubfift; therefore I would only raife two hundred, which is 
equal to the nu^iber of foldiers I fhall leave behind, and this I cannot do unlefs I can 
pay them. I belieW they will be content with 9I. Carolina currency per month, and 
fix pounds of meat, and fix pounds of rice, each per week, befides which there mull be 
pay to the offii-ers. Therefore, if the affembly llmuld grant me a fum fulHcient to pay 
them, and the provifions, I would raife the men. This is my opinion with relation to 
the preparations for dillodging the Spaniards at St.'Augullin, without which we cer- 
tainly cannot do it. The legillative power of Carolina will be the befl judges of the 
fervice it will be to them. For my own part, 1 think that if we do not take this happy 
opportunity of attacking St. Auguflin w'hil/t it is weak, the Havanna being blocked up 
by our men of war, which renders them incapable of receiving fuccours from Cuba, 
all North America, as well as Carolina and this province, will feel it feverely. As 
loon as the fca is free, they will fend a large body of troons from Cuba. You re- 
member the account you fent to England, of the preparations fome time fince made at 
Havanna ; every thing is there llill, and if they lliould come up and Lmd in Florida, 
we mull then make a defenllve w'ar, and they may then chufe who they will attack 
feparately. They may molell all North America with their privateers, and if they can 
by any means get the Hart of the men of war, they can run into Ihoal-water, where 
they cannot follow them. I am willing myfelf to do all I poffibly can for amioying 
the enemy as his Majefty has ordered, and lhall fpare no perfonal labour or danger 
towards freeing Carolina of a place from whence their negroes are encouraged to 
mafi'acre their mailers, and are openly harboured after fuch attempts. I’he Spaniards 
attacked the ifland of Amelia, and murdered two men’there ; I, to^return their civility, 
landed in Florida ; the Spanilh horfe with a party of negroes and Indians advanced as 
if they intended to attack us ; but before they were within two miles of us went very 
fall off. Our Indians purfued them to their forts, and killed one of the negroes who 
had run away from Carolina, within a few miles of St. Auguflin. 1 hope you wi^ 
exculc this long letter, and believe me to be, &c.” | 

It is very clear from this letter, that the general meant to make the affembly ojf 
Carolina perfedlly acquainted with his intentions, and with every thing relating to th* 
execution of them ; and that this might be more fully and eftedually done, he wenjt 
himfelf to Charles Town, where, after many conferences and muen deliberation 0 ^ 
both fides, a fcheme of aftion was agreed upon, and an ad of affembly was paffed 
April the 5th 1 740, for carrying the fame into execution ; the Carolina regiment for thib 
fervice was raifed, and put under the command of Colonel Vanderduffen, and Mr- 
Oglethorpe, as general and commander in chief, publilhed a proclamation, fettling tlwJ 
terms of the expedition, and amongfl other things declared that he would give what^ 
ever Ibaro of plunder came to him as commander in chief, towards the relief of fuclt 
men as might^happen to be maimed or wounded, towards the affiftance of the widtws 
and cbildr^ of fu^ as might be killed, and towards rewarding chofe that might diftin- 
«uHh themnSfves m the lervice. All things being prepared for entering upon this ex- 
pedition, 
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^edition, with the tiw^ of both provinces ; th^endezvous for all the forces ir^ ap* 
pointed at the mouth of St. John's river; whe»t, accordingly, moft of th6m arrived the 
jth of May. But fome time before this the general had attacked and taken St. Francitf 
de Pupa, a little Spanilh fort» itibran were a ferjeant and twelve fcldiers, about fiven- 
teen miles from S^. Auguftin. 

From the mouth of St. John’s River the army marched on the loth of May to attack 
Fort Diego, about twenty miles diftant ; which fort had nine fwivels, two carriage guns 
of two pound Ihot, and fifty men ; and having furrounded it, on the 12th they fent in 
a Spanilh prifoner with a drum, to fummon the garrifon, who immediately capitulated ' 
on the following conditions : ift. The garrifon to furrender prifoners of war, and de- 
liver up the fort, with the guns and (lores, to the king of Greaf^Britain. 2dly, That 
they ’(hould have liberty to keep their baggage, and not be plundered. 3dly, That 
Seignior Diego Spinofa, to whom the fort belonged, being built at his cxpence, and 
on his lands, Ihould hold his lands, (laves, and fuch other elfefls as were not already 
plundered in the field. 4thly, That no deferters or runaways from Carolina, (hould 
have the benefit of this capitulation, but be furrendered at difcretion. This fort was 
garrifoned by fixty of the general’s forces ; and from thence they returned to the place 
of rendezvous, where they were joined by Colonel Vanderduflen, with the reft of the 
Carolina regiment, on the 19th of May, whence they marched again tp Diego the 31 ft.; 
and from thence, in two days, to Fort Moofa, in view of, and near two miles diftant 
from St. Auguftin, and tw'enty-three from Diego. The Spaniards having deferted 
Moofa, the general ordered the gates to be burnt, and three breaches to be made in 
the walls, which was plainly with a defign to prevent any of his own people from taking 
poll within the place. 

They then proceeded with the whole army to reconnoitre the town and caftle, after 
which they returned back to Diego ; from thence the general ordered Colonel Van- 
derduflfen to march with his regiment, and take polfellion of Point Quartell, lying to 
^e north of the bar, and feparated from Port Moofa by a creek ; while the general, 
with about two htmdred and fixty men of his regiment, and the greateft part of the 
Indians embarked on board the men of war, and arrived at the illand of Anaftatia, 
oppofite to the caiftle ; leaving behind him on the Main but between ninety and one 
hundred white men, highlanders and others, in his pay, with forty-two Indians, and two 
commiftioned officers, to alarm the Spaniards on that fide ; but he gave a verbal com- 
mand of the whole to Colonel Palmer, a volunteer from that province. About the fame 
time two hundred failors, from the (hips, were landed upon that illand, which the 
Spaniards direftly abandoned, under the command of Captain Warren, Capt^ 
Law, and the honourable Captain Townfend, who were all very inftrumental in that 
fervice. 

While things were in this fituation, the Spaniards, on the 15th of June, matched 
a very confiderable body of their forces from St. Auguftin, in the grey of the momftig, 
in order to attack the people under Colonel Palmer, at Moofa, in which they were 
but too fuccelsful ; fince they furprized the people that were there, cut many of them 
to pieces, and took part of the reft prifoners, which was owing to the neglefl of the 
orders given them not to (hut themfelves up in a place which had been dmnantled and 
ruined, on purpofe to (hew that the general did not intend to keep or ufe it as a for- 
trficarion.^ But the conveniency of lying under cover, tempted them to thofe 

iHutary ihftrudaons, which brought on their misfortune, and gave thd' genera inest- 
prefiible concern, ‘mm^efpedally for Colonel Palmer, who iiis a gentleipan of exp^ 
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ence aod intCTefk, as well as a volunt^r, who ferved purely out of aea! for the public 
good, and therefore juftly efteeined. c: * • - ' 

• To prevent ahy accident of the like nature, and the; more effeQually to block up the 
place, which for want of numbers they were not able ltegularly to inveft, the Carolina 
regiment was font over to Anaftatia. In this ifland there were three batteries erefted, 
all above a mile from St. Augultin ; but, however, they fired from them warmly, with 
fonie prejudice to the place ; from whence they were as wiumly anfwered, but were 
moll hurt from the fire from fix Spanifli hall-galleys that lay within the harbour. This 
%idiiced a propofal to the captains of the three men of war, to attempt the burning 
of thefe half-galkrs ; and upon a confultation between them and the land officers, 
this was agreed to ; fltt afterwards the fea captains declared they thought it impradfi- 
cable, for want of fufficient depth of water at the entrance ; yet this was difproved on 
the 27th of June, by the going in of Captain Robert Tyrrel, and his coming out again 
on board a fchooner, who reported that there was water enough ; yet tlie majority voted 
the defign Hill impradlicable, which hindered any attempt to carry it into execution, 
though the land officers confidered it as a point that would have greatly contributed to 
the reducing of the place. 

When it was firll propofed to attack the galleys, it was projedled in the following 
manner, viz. the general was to make a diverfion on the Main, by attacking the town ; 
Colonel Vanderduflen, with part of his regiment, was to keep a continual fire on the 
town and caftlc, from the batteries, while Captain Tyrrel was to have let upon the 
galleys, with the feamen, and the reft of the colonel’s regiment. The general was ac- 
cordingly on the Main with his troops, expecting that fervice ; but the commodore 
difapproving this, and it being yet a fecund lime agreed ro he attempted, upon the 
remonftrances of Colonel Vanderduflen, and Captain Warren ; when the commodore’s 
lieutenant was to have commanded the attack, now difficulties were further ftarted 
when they came on Ihore, and fo it was ftill unattempted. Yet it appears, that foon 
after the men of war flipping their cables, and putting out to fea in a llorm, the colonel 
endeavoured to revive the attempt on the galleys in their abfence ; but propofing it to 
the commodore’s lieutenant, Mr. S wanton, who appeared to be a gentleman of I'pirit, 
and commanded the feamen left on Ihore, he Avas told, “ He had t>rders left not to 
venture any of them before the return of the Hupping.” 

Towards the end of June, Ibme Hoops, with a fupply of provifions for the garrlfon, 
got in fafe at the fouth entraiK c, to tiic harbour of St. Auguftin, called the Metanfas, 
without having been difeovered by any of our men of war, till it was too late to in- 
tercept them. How this happened has not been hitherto accounted for, but it was a 
feafonable relief to the garrilbn, w'ho had not then above three days provifion of bread- 
kind ill the place ; and the hurricane feafon coming on, the commodore gave notice to 
the general, that he rauft leave his ftation, and fail away with the King’s fliips on the 
5th of July. Upon this it was reprefented, ‘‘ That fince the men of war were obliged 
to fail away, it would be neceflTary to fend the two men of war Hoops mto the Metanfas, 
to guard that, and either fecure the retreat of the forces to Anallatia, if they fliould be 
deduced to one, or affift in continuing the blockade, till they fliould be enabled to aQ: 
mo|je offenfively, by a further afliftance.” 

To this propofal it was agreed, provided the floops of war had water enough to get in 
the*e j isttid a council was held July the 3d, wherein feme of the pilots that had_been fent 
to found,:iiiKlafied upon oath, “ There was not water enough on the bar of the hfe* 
tanfas ht and if they could go in, they could not lie faie there from 

" ^ ^ 3* a hurricane. 
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a hurricane, Hior could they fight above one a-bmft in cafe they were attacked by the 
galleys.” sj. 

But the commodore, afterwards alking Mr- Blomfield Barradel, lieutenant of th§ 
Wolf floop, who had been alo^^Ufith the pilots, and happened to be aboard his fliip 
that night, with fome captains,*what he had to fay in that affair ? he replied, that the 
pilots had given their opinion, and that he was not then to be examined ; but if they 
alked his opinion he would give it. 'I’hey then defired he would ; he affirmed, “ That 
there was water enough on the bar for the floops to get in ; that they could lie fafe 
from a hurricane when in ; and that there was alfo fufficient room, when in, to fight, ?■ 
three a-breaft, in cafe they were attacked.” Upon the pilots afterwards objeffing to 
their lying lafe, he afked them, “ Whether they remembered >0 liave fecn fuch an 
illand when they were there ?” Anti when they acknowledged they did, he replied, 
“ That they ought to know they couUl lie faie from a hurricane untler that ifland.” 
Notwithllanding which it was refolved afterwards in council, that they fhould take oflF 
all their men, and fail away, leaving Captain rownfend at Frederica } which put an 
eml to the enterprise. 

'I’hus ended this expedition, which, though not attended with the fuccefs fome ex- 
peded from it, I mean the taking tlie fortrefs of 8t. Auguliin, was neverthelefs of very 
great confcquence, inalinuch as it kept tlie Spaniards for a long time upon the defen* 
live ; when if the fiege had not been undertaken, they Moidd certainly have been 
otherwife employed ; it laid all the country open, fo that the Indians, in friendlhip with 
us, maile excurlions up to the gates of the fortrefs ; and the war being carried on in 
this manner for a length of time, and in conjunction with the Indians, bound them fo 
Itrongly to the Englilh intercfl, that with a very little allillance from the people of 
Georgia, they kept the war at a diftance ; fo that the inhabitants of Carolina felt none 
of its efl’edts as a colony, e.vccpt the luifes fufl'ered by their privateers, till the Spaniards 
executed their long projected invafion, in 1742 ; in which they employed the whole of 
their flrength, an<l from which they expecte^l to have changed the whole face of affairs 
on the Continent of America j and even then the people of Carolina fullered only by 
their fears. 

12. This expedition of tlie Spaniards, as has been already hinted to the reader, was 
really meditated before the war copaiieuced, and had very probably taken place, if 
reprifals had not been made upon the Spaniards, on account of the depredations com. 
mitted by their guarda coitus ; at Icrdt wc have realon to judge fo, from the memo* 
rial of Sir Thomas Fitzgerald, before-mentioned ; yi w Inch he afl'erted, that Georgia 
belongeil to the crown of Spain, and which he repeated in a fubfequent memorial. 
But the operations ol our fleet in the Well Indies, under Adiiriral Vernon, put a Hop 
to their preparations at the Havanna ; and the liege of St. Auguliin, and its confe- 
queiices, retarded them likewii'e for lonte lime. Yet as the Spaniards are not apt to 
defdl Iroin projeds they have once forinod, and :is the miiiillry at Madrid had very high 
expedations from the execution of this, thi y Hill kept it on foot, and only waited for 
a favourable opportunity for performing what they imagined would have entirely 
changed the Icene ol things in North America. As to the manner in which they exe* 
cuted it at lall, and the amazing difappoimment they met with notwithllanding the vaft 
force they employed, and the Imallnefs of that by which they were allilted, we had fo 
full, fo clear, and fo authentic an account publiflied by authority, that 1 know of no 
method niore fit to convey an idea of it, or lefs liable to any exceptions^, thli^tranfcrib- 
^g it, the rather becaufe as it ftands here conneded with t|^ hiflory of Georgia, the 
read^’r \yill have all the lights that are aeceffary to rend^^every circumflance in it 
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p«rf^y btelli^le. Thus then that account, tranfmitted to us bjr Osneral Ogle* 
dK»i|>e^ rtm : ** The be^nning of May the Spuiiards fitted out their fleet from the 
Havaiina^ctmfifling of fifty-fix fail, and between leven and dght thoufand men, with an 
intent to invade Georgia and South Carolina, and the other northern colonies. At 
their firft fetting out, in turning the Moor caftle, they loft a large fettee with one hun- 
dred and fifty men, and a few days after the fleet was difperfed by a ftorm ; fo that all 
the (hipping did not arrive at St. Auguftin. The latter end of May or beginning of 
June, Captain Haymer of the Flainborough, in his cruife to the fouthward, lent in to 
(^General Oglethorpe for intelligence ; who acquainted him, that he would probably 
meet with fome Spaniih vefl'els to the fouthward of St. Auguftin ; which he accordingly 
did and engaged ten>fiil of the Mofquetos and drove fome of them afliore; but in the 
aftion loft feventeen of his men. He on his return acquainted the general with what 
had happened, and could not then come in for the defence of Georgia, but proceeded 
to Charles Town, to clean his (hip. The general thereupon fent Lieutenant Maxwell 
by water, and Lieutenant Hugh Mackay over land to Carolina, with advice to the 
governor, but no alfiftance came from thence till after the retreat of the Spaniards. 
Lieutenant Colonel Cook was at Charles Town, in his way to London, when Lieutenant 
Maxwell arrived with the faid advice. 

“ The aift of June, nine fail endeavoured to come into Amelia found ; but the 
eigbtecn-pounderS from Fort William, and the guard fchooner with eighty men, com- 
manded by Captain Dunbar, fired fo brilkly that they (heered off as faft as they could. 
The general, on this advice, refolving to fupport the forts on Cumberland, fet out with 
a detachment of the regiment on board his boats ; fent Captain Horton with his com- 
pany of grenadiers before, and was himfelf obliged to fight his way with two boats, 
through fourteen fail of Spaniih veffels which endeavoured to intercept him in Cum- 
berland Sound. In this engagement feveral of the Spaniards being killed, the faid 
veffels fet out to fea, and did not join their fleet till the day before they left St. Simon’s 
Sound. Lieutenant Tolfon, who commanded the boat of the greateft ftrength, inftead 
of following the general, run into a marlh, where he remained till next morning, when 
he returned to St. Simon’s ; for which behaviour he was put in arreft, in order to be 
tried. Major Heron, from the Ihore, feeing the general furrounded by the enemy, 
and hid in fmoke, concluded him loft ; but next day, to the great joy of the people, 
he returned in the guard fchooner to St. Simon’s, after having drawn the command 
fi'om St. Andrew’s, and the (lores and artillery that were there, and reinforced Fort 
William, where he left one of the.boats he had with him, 

“ He having laid an embargo on all the veffels in the harbour, took Capt. Thomfon's 
Ihip, which mounted twenty guns, into the King’s fervice, and manned her out of the 
ftnall veffels which were of no force. He alfo called in the Highland company from 
Darien. Captain Carr’s company of marines, and the rangers, fi‘om where they were 
(tifferently detached ; and fent Mr. Mullryne to Carolina, to get all the men he could. 
The a 8th of June the Spaniih fleet came to anchor off St. Simon’s bar, who were 
diverted from coming in, or landing any of their troops for feveral days ^ in which 
time the general raii^ another troop of rangers ; and by rewarding thofe who did 
extraordinary duty, and promifing great encouragement to all who (hould fignalize 
themfelves on this occafion, he kept up the fpirits of the people, and increafed theb 
numbed daily.. The 5th of July, with the tide of flood, and bri(k gale, thirty-fix 
Spaniih t^effels ^tered St. Simon’s harbour, lune of which were large top-maft veffelE. 
We receivil them with a brilk fire from our batteries and (hips, killed fome of them 
with ftil|pl|^tben>pcmiilm from the fort, and our four-pounders froii\ the lower 
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battery. TheSpanifli commodore, on board a flup of twenty*two guns, with a fettee, 
with an eighteeii«^under and two nine-pounders in her bow, attemped to board Cap* 
tain Thoimon’s inip ; but he with his great gwis, Captun Carr with his coi^anjr of 
marines. Lieutenant Wall and |)iM 3 gn Otterbridge with a party of the regiment, madd* 
fo brave a defence, that the Spaiitards were obliged to retire with lofs A fnow of fix- 
teen guns at the fame time attempted to board our guard fchooner, but was alfo re- 
pulfed by Captain Dunbar ; the engagement laded upwards of three hours, in which 
the enemy lod A;venteen men, and had ten wounded. They pafled all our veffels and 
proceeded up the river, upon which the general held a council of war at the head of his 
regiment, where it was the opinion of the whole immediately to march up to Frederica, 
for the defence of that place. . ' 

“ The general accnrdmgly gave orders for the regiment to march, and ordered all 
the troops that were on board the veffels, to come aihore, and direfted Captain Thom- 
fon, with the guard fchooner and pri^je lloop, to make the bed of their way to Charles 
Town ; and this was all done in fight of the enemy. The general, during this adion, 
being obliged to be fometiines on lliipboard, fometimes at the batteries, and to aft as 
engineer, found himfclf under a neceflity of having a lieutenant colonel with his regi- 
ment ; he therefore appointed Major Alexander Heron lieutenant colonel in the abfence 
of Lieutenant Colonel Cook, who was alfo engineer, and the fub-engineer, having 
attended him to Charles Town, was alfo abfent. Late at night the general arrived at 
Frederica, after having dedroyed all the dores at St. Simon's, and funk the veffels that 
might be of ufe to the enemy, and rendered the guns incapable of fervice, and ordered 
the wounded to be carried off on horfeback. That night the enemy landed their forces 
on a dry marfh about a mile and an half from the camp, under cover of their great guns. 
They lay all that night under arms, and the next morning took poffeflion of the camp 
which we left. 

“ 13. About noon the Creek Indians brought us five Spanilh prifoners, from 
whom we had intelligence, that Don Manuel de Monteano, governor of St. Augudin, 
commanded in chief the expedition ; and that Major-General Antonio de Redondo 
chief engineer, and two brigadiers came with the forces from Cuba j that their whole 
number confided of about five thoufand, and that the night before they had lapded 
. about four thoulimd three hundred men. One of the prifoners the general fent with 
Mr. Bedon to Charles Town. The 7th of July, at nine in the morning, a ranger of the 
patrol brought an account, that the enemy were marching within a mile and an half of 
the town. Whereupon the general immediately ordered four platoons of the regiment 
to march, and in the meantime went himfelf with the Highland company, who was 
then under arms. The Indians, and a party of rangers, came up with the enemy about a 
mile from the town, as they were entering the Savannah to take poffeflion or a ditch 
they had a mind to ufe as an entrenchment, but the enemy were attacked fo bri/kly that 
the general foon overcatt^, them ; mod of their party, which confided of one hundred 
and twenty of their bed woods-men, and forty Indians, being killed or taken prifoners. 
The general took two prifoners with his own hands j Lieutenant Scroggs of the'rangers 
took Captain Sebadian Sachio, ptifoner, who commanded the party. Toeanoeowi, 
being foot through his right arm by Captain Mageleto, drew his pidol vrith the left, and 
foot him through the head. 

** The general purfued the enemy near two miles, and halted on an advantageous 
piece of ground until the party of the regiment came up ; he poded^lhem^with the 
Hi^Ianders in a woo^ with a large favannah or meadow ih front, over which (he 
Spaniards mud pafs in. their w.'iy to Frederica. After wlnpi . he hadened bacH. to 
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&^mcE,‘and ordered the r^gers, and company of men, to make ready. In the 
meanniiie vtwp companies of Spaniards of iifty mai each, and two hiindred more of 
the enci^es beft troops, came up with fhouts, and drums beating ; whereupon the 
general hewing platoons firing, immediately made hafte that way, and met three of the 
platc^ns, who in the fmoke and drizzling rain had retreated in diforder, mid the fire 
continuing, he ordered his men to rally and follow him, who haftening on, found that 
Lieutenant Sutherland, with his platoon, and Lieutenant Charles Mackay, with the 
Highlandcj's, had entirely dcleated the laid thrc“e hundred of the enemy, in which 
, aefion Don Antonio Barba was made prifoner, and mortally wounded ; feveral others 
were killed, and two grenadiers were taken prifoners. C'aptain Demeret, andEnfign 
Gibbon, rallied tlieN,.platoon.s, and came uj> to the ground. Captain Carf, with his 
company of marines, and Lieutenant Cadogan, with a party of the regiment, came up at 
the lame time, and were followed by Major Heron, with the body of the regiment. 
In both actions the enemy loll two captains, one lieutenant and two ferjeants ; two 
drummers, and about one hundred and lixty private men ; and one captaiti and nine- 
teen men were taken prifoners. The general, witli the regiment, halted all night, 
about a mile and a hall Irom the enemy's camp, to intercept all thole who had 
ftraggled in the woods ; and expecting thi- enemy to make a fecond attempt to march 
in the morning ; but the general having advanced witii a parly of Indians, before day- 
break, towards the Spanilh camp, toimd them all retreated into the ruins of the fort, and 
under cover of their cannon. 

“ Next morning, tlie 8th of July, the general and his men returned to Frederica, 
and he appointed a general Hall, viz. Lieutenant Primrofe Maxwell, and Hugh Mackay, 
aids-de-camp ; Lieutenant Sutherland, brigade-major ; and fcrjeanl Jolm Stuart, fecond 
enfign, for his brave behaviour in the late engagement. The yth and loth of July 
all hands were employed in the works at Frederica, and tlic Indians brought in fome 
fcalps and prifoners. The i ith of July a fetlee and two quarter-galleys came within 
gun-lliot of the trtwn ; but on pur firing fomo guns aiul bombs from the lort, and the 
general going towards them with his boats, they returned to their fleet, and with the 
rcll drew up in line of battle. The ne>a morning, being the 12th of July, an Englilh 
prifoner cfcaped from them, who inlormed us that the enemy, on their landing, had 
refolved to give no quarter ; but from the day their grenadiers were defeated, they 
WM-e in great terror, and entrenched llieinfclves, and gave orders that noiielhould go 
without their fentinols, for fear of being lurprized by the Indians. By other prifoners 
and deferters we were alfo told, {hat upon their calling over their rolls, there were 
two hundred and forty men and nineteen of their Indians miHiug ; that there were 
great divifions among them, iufomuch that Don Antonio de Redemdo, who commanded 
the Cuba forces, encamped feparate from iliofe of St. Augulliii, and tl at the cora- 
imraore had ordered all his Icatnen on board. That night the general and five hun- 
dred men marched within a mile of the enemy’s camp, {^tending to furprize them, 
but prevented by the treachery of a Frenchman, who was got among the company 
ol boatmen, and fired his piece and gave alarm to the enemy, abd then deferted to 
them. When the general found his intention difco.yered, he ordered all his drums to 
beat the grenadier’s march, and then returned to Frederica. 

‘‘ 1 he general, the next day being the 13th of July, in order to defeat the infor- 
matioil of the french deferter, direded a letter to be wrote, and fent by a Spanilh pri- 
foner, iyho, fipr the lake of money the general gave him, and the promife'of liberty, 
undertook to deliver it^i^ the faid Frenchman, wherein he was inllruded to acquaint 
the enemy’s commandi^'officer of the defencelefs ftate of Frederica,and encourage tbeitn 
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fb come up by water under his pilotage *, which letter the Spanilh prllbher 4 e^(Vered 
to the Governor of St. Auguftin, and it had < 4 b good an effect, that the faiif^rench- 
man was immediately taken into cuftody, and looked upon as a doulble fpy, aitd there-f 
upon put into irons. The next naorning, being the 14th of July, the Spaniards burnt 
the barracks and officers houfes at St. Simon's, and Captain Horton’s houfc on Ickyll ; 
and the fame night they reimbarked with fo much precipitation, that they, left a quan- 
tity of ammunition, provilions, and fome guns behind them. On the 15th all the 
large veflels with the Cuba forces on board failed fouthward, and the governor and 
troops from St. Auguftin on board the fmall craft, went within land, and encamped 
in St. Andrew’s, and caught fifty horfes, with a defign to carry thejn away ; but on 
the general’s appearing in his boats, the enemy fhot the fame Horfes, and burnt the 
fort and houfes at St. Andrew’s. The general the next day, being the 1 6th of July, 
followed the Spaniards with all his fmall craft, but w'as not ftrong enough t(^ attack 
them. He landed a man out of his boat on Cumberland, who that night palled the 
enemy’s camp, and early the next morning came to Fort William, with advice to 
Enfign Stuart, that the Spaniards were beat oft' St. Simon’s, and that the general was 
coining witli fuccours, and ordered him to defend the fort to the utmoft. On the iSth 
of July twenty-eight fail of Spanifli appeared off Fort William, fourteen of which came 
within land, and attacked the fort from their galleys and other velTgls, pnd attempted to 
land, but were repulfcd by a party of rangers from behind the fand-hills. Enfign Stuart, 
who commanded with iixty men in the fort, defended it fo bravely, that after an 
attack of upwards of three hours, they were obliged to put to fea with confiderable lofs. 

“ The eighteen-pounders there difabled two of tiieir galleys. The 19th of July 
the general was on his way to Fort William. The 20th of July the general arrived at 
Fort William, and f nt his boats and rangers as far as the river St. John, who returned 
next tlay, and brought atlvice that the enemy was quite gone ; upon which the gene- 
ral gave the necclfary orders for repairing Fort William, and on the 22d returned to 
Frederica. A few days afterwards the men of war from CharlesTown came off St. Simon’s 
bar, and Captain Thompfon with fome volunteers from Carolina ; our guard fchooner 
and two galleys came into St. Simon’s harbour ; and Captain Hardy of the Rye man 
of war, receiving i moffage from the general, by Lieutenant Maxwell, who went on 
board him, fent for anfu er, tliat he would take a cruize with the red of the King’s 
fliips. But the gcnenil apprehending the Spaniards, upon recovering their frignt, 
might return with more courage an<l better condud, continued Captain Thompfon’s 
ffiip in the King’s fervice, and fent cxprclfes over Isnd to the northern provinces on 
this occafiun. * 

“ Thefe forces were commanded by Don Manual de Mrmteano, governor of St. 
Auguftin, commander in chief of the expedition ; Major-General Antonio de Rodc^do 
engineer-general, two colonels with brevets of brigadiers ; and confided of one r^- 
ment of dragoons difmouiEied, with their fuddles and bridles j the regiment call^ the 
battalion of the Hjvanna, ten companies of fifty men each, drafted oft' from leveral 
regiments at Havanna ; one regiment of the Havanna militia, confifting of ten com- 
panies of too men each ; one regiment of negroes, regularly officered by negroes; 
one ditto of mulattoes, and one company of miquelets ; one compaaiy of train, with 
proper artillery ; Auguftin forces confifting of hbout three hundred men, ninety In- 
dians and Jifteai negroes, who run away from South Carolina. To thefe accounts'! 
ihiaSl add the following depofition of Samuel Cloake, formerly belonghig his M»- 
jefty's Ihip the Flamborough, and taken prifoner off St. Augsttin by the Spaniards in* 
My 1742. 
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“ Fredaica in G^rgia, fs. 

“ This det)onent, being duly fworn, faith, That he was put prifoner on board a (hip 
called the Pretty Nancy, taken by the Spaniards from the Englilh, fitted out with ten 
carriage and fix fwivel guns, which was part of the fleet tfikt carried the troops from 
St. Auguftin for the invafion of Georgia and South Carolina : That fhe had one hun- 
dred and fifty foldiers on board, befides failors : That he counted forty-four fail, be-" 
fides the launches and thofe that went in land, and pettiauguas wfiich carried the 
Indians : That thpy failed from St. Auguftin the beginning of June, and met with very 
hard gales for three "Says, which difperfed the fleet : That the chtef pilot on board the 
commodore was one Parris, belonging to Port Royal in South Carolina, and who was 
married there, and had a plantation in that province : That they came to an anchor with 
part of their fleet off Frederica bar, to the northward of Jt ; and the Spaniards faid 
that they fliould not have found out Georgia, had it not Been for Parris their pilot ; 
that they lay feveral days at anchor off the bar, during whicli time the men were put 
into fmall boats in order to land ; but feeing feveral men marching on the beach, they 
were afraid to land, as they intended, and came on board again ; for about three days 
after, holding a council of war, they refolved not to land any men till they had made 
themfelves mafters of the harbour. During the time they lay off this bar, the Spaniards 
often whetted their fwords, and held their knives to this deponent’s and other Englilh 
prifoner’s throats, faying, they would cut the throats of thofe they fliould take at 
Georgia. Thw failed on the 5th of July with a ftrong eafterly wind and tidp of flood : 
That the Englim fired from the batteries and Ihips very brilkly, and the Spaniards faid 
that the Englilh ftood very well: That a four-pound Ihot hulled the fliip where the 
deponent was ; .and one eighteen-pound Ihot from the battery killed feven men on 
board the large fliip : That there were of the Spaniards eight three-maft fliips ; the 
commodore’s was a twenty-gun Ihip ; there was alfo a fnow with fourteen nine- 
pounderSi and a galley with three large guns, one of which he heard was a twelve- 
pounder, which was manned with above one hundred men ; there were alfo feveral 
privateers, fome of them with ten guns, and fome with eight : That* the Spaniards and 
fomelrilhmen onboard told him, that in the whole fleet there were about live or fix 
thoufand men, and were come with a defign to take Georgia, and after that go to Port 
Royal in South Carolina. He further fays, that they had a whole regiment of 
negroes, with a company of grenadiers, in the fame manner as other regiments have, 
and cloathid in the fame livery as other Spanifli regiments ; they were commanded by 
negro officers, and he faw the officers walking along with the Governor of St. Auguftin 
afl^e ; that they were dreffed in gold and filver laced cloaths, like other officers, and 
that .they were kept in the fame pay as the other regiments. He further faith, that the 
Ihip where this deponent was, was loaded with grenadiers and dragoons, who had on 
boarii f^dles, bridles, piftols, and all accoutrements : That tBey landed all them from 
on board his fliip, and put a fmall guard of ten men on board : That two or three days 
afterwards one of the captains and one ferjeant of the grenadiers came on board, and this 
d^nent alking the ferjeant whether he had been at Frederica, he anfwered, that the* 
woods were fo full of Indians that the dnyil could not go through them, and that the 
Indians had killed about one hundred and fifty of their beft men, and that there were 
but veryii few foldiers : Thofe who Came on board were fo down-hearted ' that th^ 
could iwdly jpeak a ^rd : That upon this riiey were orderol to get water on 
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aboard, in order to get to fea in a hurry, which this deponent took the advantage of 
and made his efcape to General Oglethorpe. ' » 

'^^'Mark. . , 

Samuel ^ Cloake. 

. 14. It inay ,)[)e truly faidi' that there never happened in this part of the world, any 
thing more honourable for the Englifh nation, or more likely to ftrike t terror into 
their eiEemies, than this entire and total defeat of fo formidable an invafion, by fuch a 
handful of forces. Inftead of raifing and heightening this fuccefs, to do honour to the 
'general’s charafter, w»^ ought rather to leffen or diminifh feme of its circumftances, to 
render it in fuch an age as this more credible; but we have takej^iTio liberties at all, 
the fads are reprefented ftep by ftep as they happened ; and the reader is left to judge 
how far it appears from hence that Georgia is a true frontier, in refped to Carolina ; 
and what advantages are tp be hoped for in cafe the new colony fhould increafe in a 
reafonable proportion for twenty years to come ; but to help the reader’s judgment in 
this refped, and to fhew him in what light this tranfadion was confidered by all our 
colonies in America ; the inhabitants of which were certainly the, ableft, and moft 
equitable judges ; it is requifite to obferve that Jotyi Tinker, Efq. governor of the 
Bahama Iiflands ; Lewis Morris, Efq. governor of t^ew Jerfey ; William Gooch, Efq. 
governor of Virginia; George Clark, Efq. Iieutenant..governor ofKev? York ; Gabriel 
Johnfon, Efq. governor of North Carolina ; Thomas Bladen, Efq. governor of Maryland ; 
and George Thomas, Efq. Governor of Penfylvania ; all wrote to general Ogletiiorpe 
upon this memorable occafion, to congratulate him upon being the happy inllrument 
in lb honourable ^d fo important a fervice ; to afl'ure him of the lhare they toofcdn the 
honour he had acquired, and .pf the true fenfe they had of the great deliverance that 
providence had wrought for all the Britilh colonies in North America, by his condud 
and courage. Stronger tellimonies than thefe, with refped to the confequence of the 
adion he had performed, it was impoffible for him to receive, and better evidence than 
thefe letters afford it is likewife impoffible that we lliould have here at home ; and 
therefore to fet this fad in its true light, and that the people of Great Britain may 
have a juft notion tti the advantages arifing from this wife and well conduded defence, 
in which the bravery of Britilh foldiors, their affedion for and confidence in their 
commander is fo clearly exprelled, 1 thought it reafonable to annex the copies of the 
letters written by the three firft mentioned gentlemen, as being equally honourable for 
them, and for the perfon to v^hom they are addreffed ; and if I add no more, it is to 
avoid being tedious, and that t may have an opportunity, of clofing the hiftorical part 
of this Chapter, witl» papers that do fo much honour to the new colony of which it 
treats. 


Copy of a letter from his Excellency John Tinker, Efq. Governor of the Bahama 

UlSnds, to General James Oglethoree. 4 

Sib,’ N. Providence, Nov. ^ 1742. 

I am ftivoured with both ofyi^r Excellency’s letters of 31ft of July and 1 6th of 
September, with an inclofed account of the Spaniards defeent upon jj^ur province, and 
your fortunate vidory over them : upon which 1 beg Itljiye to congratulate you, and to 
alTure you none of your acquaintance can receive more real Iktisladion at an event, that 
muft contnbute fo much to your honour and reputation as this laft. I^^rejoke too fojr 
the public, becaufe 1 am fure if you had not given fo good jp account' of mem, the 
aeighbouring provinces would have been in imminent danger;* know the general liad 
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orders to attack this ifland upon thdr return, Ih 1 may juftly thank you for faving me 
a great deal of trouble. 

, If there b any thing in this government that can contribute to your pleafure, and 
facilitate the continuance of our friendlhip and future correfpondence, I fhall, with joy, 
embrace the propofition. The bearer has been a long time here, and can give you an 
exafk account of the Carte du Pais. We, are at prefent eniployed in repairing the for- 
tifications, and making fome additional ones, which will, I hope, be compleated this 
wnter. I have the honour to be, with great regard and truth, 

Your Excellency’s moft obedient humble fervaht, 

(Signed) John Tinker, 


Copy of a letter from his Excellency Lewis Morris, Efq. Governor of New Jerfey, to 

General James Oglethorpe. " 

, S I R, Burlington, the ad of Nov. 1^42. 

I received the honour of yours of the 31ft of July laft, by the exprefs you fent along 
the continent, who is now got thus far bac^ in his return to you. The contents of it 
gave me very great pleafure, as it informed me of your health, and of the great (or 
rather wonderful) fuccefs God has been pleafed to give to his Majefty’s arms under your 
conduft ; and I doubt not has efteftually convinced the aggreflbrs how unable they are 
to cope with refolute Britifh troops ; and I hope will be a fufBcient difeouragement to a 
fecond attempt of that kind ; which, if the firfl; had fucceeded, might prove of dangerous 
confequence to his Majefty’s plantations on the continent, efpecially the moft fouthern ones. 

YoiSi have gathered unenvied laurels, and well deferve to wear then^ I take leave to 
alTureyou no body can be better pleafed with your fuccei^, than, 

Sir, your moft humble and obedient fervant, 

. (Signed) Lewis Morris. 

. 

Extract: of a letter from the honourable William Gooch, Efq. Governor of Virginia, 

to General James Oglethorpe. , 

S I R, Odober the 1 2th, 1 742* 

I received the letter of the 31ft of July your Excellency honoured me with, by the 
hands of your trufty courier, Mr. Watkins, and with it a very f^nfible fatisfaflion ; 
I rejoice to hear your courage and, conduit have had thei^.deferved fuccefs, info unequal 
a trial. Your prudential behaviour on the occafion cannot be too much applauded, 
nor actions fo truly laudable too much admired. The whole continent is under lafting 
oblations to you, for your extraordinary vigilance and magnanimity, when, not 
tH^ing your fervices to your king and country compleated, nor your valour fufficiently 
proved in the defence or your infant fettlement, againft tl^ repeated attacks of cruel 
igmd l^ljwman foes, more than could be cxpeiled, confidering their numbers ; with an 
uncomhion refolution you forced them in the field to a precipitate retreat, and 
effeSually defeated the defperate defigns of an t-’n^my that had the vanity to flatter 
themfelves with t|ie hopes of making an eafy conqueft of fome, at leaft, of the Britilb 
provinces. ^ 

As thefe great aftions are to be attributed to your fortitude, fo in my judgment the 
unexpei^^d aqd vigorous oppofition they met with, ending in fo fevere a rebuff, Jhw 
thrown them into fuch.^order, that I am confident thofe troops, were they jdl togetlifit; 
in St. Auguftin, could liot fo foon recover fuflicient courage to animate them to tjhe 
« ' . like 
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Hke undertaking *, the confufion and hurry in which they reimbayked, are fuch evident 
tokens of their being terrified difmayed, that with your ufual watchfulnefs you may 

reft fecure ftom further difturWce, &c. ' 

I am, Sir, your moftibbedient and moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) William Gooch. 

15. We have now compleatcd the hiftory of the Englifli colonies in America in fuch 
a manner, that the reader cannot help difcerning their inirinfic value and great ira- 
portimce; there is therefore no necelTity of our adding any thing on this fubjeft here, 
and therefore we wil| confine our remarks entirely to the coloiny-of Georgia, and 
oudeavour to Ihew from what views, upon what hopes, and in h<fw a great degree the 
public is interefted in the maintenance and fupport of this new colony. In the 
firft place, we have feen that the truftees originally defigned it for a boundary or 
frontier, to cover the other provinces upon the continent ; that it was extremely 
propler for this, the very fituation of it fhews ; that it was extremely wanted we may 
gather from the hiftories of the other provinces, in which we find various inftances of 
the ruin of their advanced fettlements ; from their leaving fo large a country as Georgia 
uncultivated, a plain fign of their fear of becoming nearer neighbours to the Spaniards; 
and from the names of places, fuch as Bloody Pointy whicli'. ccvnntemorate the 
maflacres that have been heretofore committed in thofe parts ; but the ftrongeft and 
cleareft proof of all, is the memorial from the affembly of Carolina, in which the 
reader has feen this mattgr ftated in the fulleft and faireft light ; from all which I infer, 
that the eftablilhing of fuch a barrier, was a point worthy of public attention ; apd that 
the benefits accruing from it to Carolina, and.all the provinces to the northward, 'inight 
very well be confidcrod as a fuflicient recompence for any expence that might attend 
the eftablifliing of fuch a frontier. That the public were not amufed in the hopes that 
were given them by the truftees of Georgia in this refpeff ; that the fending a*' 
regiment thither, was not a needlefs or ufelefs ei^pence ; and that the money employed 
in fortifying there, was not either wafted or thrown away, manifeftly appears by their 
repulfing the Spaniards in the late invafion. If this was folely ow'ing to the bravery, 
(irmnefs, and ftren^th of the new colony, then furely there is no room to find fault 
with it ; and if the province is as fome people w^uld have it, thinly peopled, and very 
little capable of defence, what applaufe is due to the general, who, without the 
leaft aftiftance from any other place, could repel fuch a force, and thereby fecure all 
our colonies in North America* Take it either way,* we are fure of a barrier while we 
have Georgia under his direftion. ** 

In the fecond placed this country was defigned as an afylum for diftrefled people in 
our own country, and for fuch induftrious foreign Proteftants as Ihould be wdllpg 
to go thither. If we confider the thing in this light, the fupporting this defign was ho 
favour in the government'|! for it is the duty of every government to provide fojufuch 
of its poor fubjefts ,as are willing to work ; and the lealt they can do, is to feljtMheni 
toVthe colonies, fince it muft be owing to their mifmanagement that they have not 
employment at home ; but it is noft their duty only, it is their intereft alfo ; for men 
aftive and induftrious, who can find nothing to do, and are at a lof#to find any thing 
to eat, are not apt to remain long in fuch a condition ;'^ and furely it is better to fend 
fuch people abroad, though at a fmall expence, than to fee them for want of fuch care, 
fend themfelves to the gallows. In times of general and continued peafe, fhere will, 
however, be fuch overflowing in moft nations ; under arbii^y princes from mens 
averiiop. to flavery, under free governments from a fuperabunmbict? of people. In both 

3 Q 2 cafes 
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cafes that government is to be commended, which, laying hold of thefe overflowings, 
applies them to its own ufe. To give fuch people territories, is to acquire, though it feems 
a folecifm in fpeeSh, the very tSi^ritories you give ; for land without people is of no ufe j 
but land inhabited and cultivated by white people, let it lie where it will, is of great value; 
and that value is much enhanced when that land is cultivated, and thofe people ire 
fettled precilely where you want them moft. This is the cafe of Georgia ; for the Carolina 
memorial tell us, that white men were not to be raifed there for money ; which was 
the fame thing as if they had told the government, that the beft way they could 
employ their money, was in fending of white people thither. But when we confider 
the expence of fending white men, and compare it with the purchafe of negroes, the 
cafe appears ftill mc'-e advantageous ; fince the white men come cheaper, and are of 
much greater advantage ; by fettling them you acquire ufeful fubjects, and confequently 
increafe your force ; by purchafmg negroes, you only gain fo many flaves that increafe 
your danger and terror, by lelTening your force. Your own people and foreign Pro- 
teftants will be always yours, but negroes are any body's that will but promife -i^em 
better conditions than they have under you, which may be very eafily done ; and of 
what ill confequence this may prove, appears from the negro regiment in the Spanifli 
fervice ; for had they fucceeded in their invafion, and once penetrated into a colony 
full of negroes, they might have raifed new regiments by barely beating their drums ; 
regiments that would have been equally terrible to us, and ufeful to them from their 
knowledge of the country, and from thdr hatred to their old malters. 

There was a third advantage propofed in the fettling this new colony where it is 
fettled, and from the terms upon which it was fettled ; and that was, the fecuring the 
natiori of Indians which inhabited the vaft countries to the fouth and fouth-weft of 
Georgia, in the Britifh intereft. A thing fo much the more neceflary, confidering the 
views that the French had of the fame kind ; and of vaft importance to all the colonies, 
,as the maintaining of friendfliip with thefe nations, muft ncceflarily interrupt the cor- 
refpondence betw^een the French colonies of Canada and Louvifiana, upon which 
their being formidable to us North America abfolutely depends ; fince if ever they 
complete it, every child that can be brought to comprehend a map, will fee that they 
will furround all our colonies on the main, from Nova Scotia to Georgia ; but by thi^ 
laft colony, we have bid fair for interrupting their defign, by engaging in our intereft 
thofe Indian nations moft capable of doing us good and them hurt ; as for inftance, the 
Lower and Upper Creeks, a nation fo called from their country being interfefted with 
rivers, which country extends from the river Savannahi to the lakes of Florida, fouth- 
ward and weflward, to the Cherokee mountains and the river Coufa ; fo that we may 
eafily difeern how ufeful their friendfhip muft be to the colohies of Georgia and 
G^olina, more efpecially when it is confidered that they are a very brave, a very 
numerous, and a very faithful nation, as appears from their conduct in the prefent war ; 
in which they have Ihewn as heroic courage as any the Gljeek hiftory records, and a 
^delij^ ’-to their allies, equal to that of the early Romans, which has been owing to 
alliancdi concluded with equity and fupported by integrity, and the' fame conduct con- 
ftantly purfued towards them, will for ever bind them to our fcrvice. 

The Cherokee® pofTefs the mountainous country weftward to the river Milfillippi, as 
the Chickefaws do the plains tp ftie fouth-weft of the country of the Cherokees, both brave 
and numerous nations, enthufiaftically fond of liberty ; in which it is our intereft to fupport 
and maintain 4hem againft the French. Hence it appears that in this* light the 
truftees werp both well informed, and have happily fucceeded ; the reafon of the thing, 
and the hiftory of the cofttitry plainly proves this ; and, befides, they have the only kind 
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of evidence in credit with the modems ; I mean, that all.they pronufed themfelves has 
been verified by the event. 

By the happy fituation of this country, the inhabitants of it will not only be enabled 
to .protefl: and defend the northern colonies that lay behind it, but may be alfo of great ' 
ufe to Jamaica and the Leeward iflands. I am fenfible that there are many that will 
affed); to trejit tjie firft pai t of this aflertion as ridiculous, and to fneer at the latter as 
chimerical ; but I have confidered very well what I have aflerted, and am from thence 
convinced of the ti'uth of what I fay. I can very cafily forefee that it may be objefted, 
my own book /hews that there are thoufands and ten thoufands in Virginia, Penfylvania, 
New York, the Jerfeys, and New England ; and therefore it is a je/l to fay that thefe 
great and populous countries are to be protedled by a handful of gpiJfpeople ju/l fettled 
in Georgia ; yet for all this the fadl muft be true, or that colony abandoned. .If we, 
here at home, continue to proteft and to fupport the people of Georgia, and in con- 
fequence of that protection and fupport, induce them to confult their private interefl, by 
purfiling fuch fchemes as are moft for the public advantage, Georgia will very foon be 
full of people, and of ufeful people, who muft have their tools, their cloathing, and 
other nece/Taries from hence ; and who will be in a condition to pay us plentifully for 
all they have. Georgia, if attended to, may become as populous as Barbadoes, or 
the Bahama I/lands, and that in a very /liort /pace of time ; for if a large bounty were 
given for a certain number of years, upon every pound of filk imporfed from thence, 
we fhould fee it a rich and thriving colony, and people would flock thither from till 
parts ; who, by maintaining their treaties with the Indians, might eftabli/h an cflcclual 
barrier againft both the French and Spaniards, with all their Indian allies. All this is 
highly poflible and practicable, nay, and very probable too j and when once it , comes 
to be a faft, there will be no fort of abfurdity in faying the people of this colony, and 
their Indian allies, will allbrd fheltcr and protection to the /’ettlements that lie to the 
north of them. But this is not all, for as I obferved before, if the inhabitants of 
Georgia once become numerous, they will then, in confequence of their fituation, be 
moft able to help Jamaica, by a fupply of ftout, well difciplined, white men, in cafe 
of any attack by the French or Spaniards y or, which is an evil they are not altogether 
fecure from, any fudJen infurreCtion of their negroes. I very readily grant that I 
argue from an uncertainty, that is to fay, we are not fure that this colony will be fo 
protedled and fupported ; but if it be, the confequences are abfolutely certain 5 and 
the confideration of thefe confequences ought to be no mean argument with our 
government to maintain and fupport it. 

We are now come to the very laft article of our remarks, which is the hopes that 
may be rationally entertained of the produce of this country. We will begin with what 
the truftees certainly defigned fhould be the fl-.iple commodity of Georgia ; I mean 
filk. That this country is very happily fituated, that its foil and climate render it #ry'' 
fit for producing filk, canjftpt be denied by ;uiy who are at all acquainted with this 
rich branch of commerce, which fome very good judges have affirmed to bp*®l(nuch 
more confider able ’than either the linen or woollen manufafture. This count^ lies 
along the fea-fide, is well water^ within land, has a foil extremely proper for the 
culture of the mulberry-tree, and is feated in a latitude and clima^ we might judge 
would prove agreeable to the filk-worm. Thefe circumftances might very naturally 
lead one to exped that the inhabitants might fet about the produ&on of filk in this 
country, for their own advantage. With a view to this, proper perjbns, have been 
fait thither : the experiment has been tried, filk made in Ge^gia has been feht over, 
and Sir Thomas Lombe, and other excellent judges' of that cl^imodity, have declared, 
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that it is in all rtfpcSs as good, and works to the full as well or better tl an any Piedmont 
filk, which ftands us in twenty fliillingsta pound. At the very time that this Chapter 
is under my hand a letter has been received from the reverend minifter of the Proteftant 
' congregation at Ebenezer, by which it plainly appears, that filk may be produced in the 
greateft perfection, and without any confiderable difficulty in this country, provided 
the people had proper encouragement. We are not to underiland by this, that the 
people in that country affeCt to make terms with us, and refufe to raife filk unlefe we 
will give them more for it than it is worth j for the faft is quite otherwife, the 
encouragement they demand, is not fo much on their own behalf as for the fake of 
the commodity. 

All beginningj! hard, and thefc people, in undertaking this work, are beginning 
two things at the fame time, viz. to raife filk, and to raife a fubfiftence : if thefe 
interfere with each other, it is very plain that the former mull give way to the latter. 
It is natural for people to wifli to live well, but it Ls neceflary that they fhould live fome 
way or other ; and therefore this poor clergyman honeftly tells us, that his people 
having now got into a way of winding the filk ofl'the coconcs, they would apply them- 
felves more diligently to this bufinefs, if they were not called off by other cares, that is, 
to get wherewithal to live upon. If therefore w'e really mean to promote the raifing 
of filk in general, and aim, inftead of curiofity, to make it a commodity, we need only 
declare a bounty upon it ; this would fpeedily do the bufinefs ; it would encourage 
eyery body there to turn their hands to this work, and it is a work to which all hands 
may be turned, women and children as well as men ; and no fuch hard labour as to 
render flaves neceflary. What this might produce we may in fome meafure guefs, 
from what the culture of filk produces in Italy ; where four and five pounds an acre 
are common prices for lands that bear mulberry trees, where the leaves are fold at a 
high rate, and where the poor people willingly give their time and labour, in feeding 
and attending the worms, for half the price of the filk ; which is but divided between 
die labourer and the landholder ; amounting commonly to between three and four 
pounds a tree. If once this bufinefs was eft'eftually fet a-going, there is no queflion 
but the progrefs would be very fpeedy, and the bounty paid for a few years, would 
moft effedually eflablifli both commodity and colony. t 

On the other hand it ought to be confidered, that the price of Georgia filk, and the 
bounty upon it, would be both paid in our own commodites ; whereas we pay now for 
Piedmont filk wholly in ready money ; fo that the difl'erence to the nation will be but a 
very trifle; perhaps I fliould not carry the thing too far, if I faid nothing. It is very 
poffible, that when this trade came to flourilh in Georgia, it might alfo be fet up in 
Carolina, and even in Virginia, there being no fort of doubt, that with due attention 
and application, filk might be produced in both thefe colonies ; neither is this any new 
tdilSbvery, but what has been obferved by all the writers upon the afl'airs of the plan- 
tations for many years pall ; but if it fhould be the cafe, if,, would not be at all de- 
trimental to this nation ; but on the contrary, this very thing will lay us under a new 
Obligation to Georgia, for then we fhould have the filk manufa^lifre as much in our 
hanrls, if not more, than we have the woollen ; and how vaft an alteration this would 
make in the balance of our trade, may be eafily fhewn. 

It ij to be obferved, that in all filk manufaftures there are two kinds of filk employed, 
one for the warp or cane, which is the very filk that our colonies would produce ; but 
before this filk^can be ufed, it mull be thrown by an engine into what is called organ- 
«ne, for which there is at prefent but one engine in this lungdom, which is the famous 
fi&-niiU at ^erby } finbe the eredang of which his Sardinian majefly has prohibit^ 
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the exportation of raw filk from his dominions } fo that what we hjfve from his country 
is organzine. He has done ftill more for 'the benefit of his fubjeftsh for he has laid 
fuch high duties upon our manufadlures, as amount allioft to a prohibition ; fothat aa 
I have more than once faid, we are obliged to pay for this filk in ready money, for it 
is fo neceffary to us, that our filk manufaSures cannot be carried on without it ; and 
by this means his fubje^ts take annually from this nation about two hundred thoufand 
pounds in money. Befides what we receive from Piedmont, we have likewife con- 
fiderable quantities of raw filk of the fame kind with that from Genoa, and other parts 
of Italy ; which is thrown into organzine by the engine at Derby. 

As to the other kind of filk, which makes the woof or Ihute, it^omes to us from 
many places, but particularly by the way of Turkey ; fo that if u*s had the former kind 
of filk from our plantations, it would enable us to confume a much greater quantity of 
this other filk that cometh to us by the way of Turkey, for which we pay in our 
woollen manufaftures ; fo that here is plainly a double advantage ; firft, of faving 
the ready money which is paid for one kind of filk ; and next, increafing the ex- 
portation of our own goods, for which we bring home in exchange that other kind of 
filk ; and if once we were in pofleflion of thefe advantages, there would follow a third, 
equal, if not fuperior to both ; for we fhould be then inconteftibly able to fabricate all 
kinds of wrought filks at fo cheap a rate as to underfell molt parts of Europe ; which 
would draw a demand from Germany, Flanders, Spain, and Portugal, to the incon- 
ceivable benefit of the merchants and manufafturers of this kingdom, who are beyond 
all quefiion in conjundion with the feamen, who mull thrive when they do, the moll 
Valuable people in it, and by whofe induftry the reft are maintained. Thus we fee that 
the defign of eftablilhing theT)ufinefs of railing filk in Georgia, is in itfelf a matter of 
vaft moment, not to the truftccs or the inhabitants of that new colony only, but to the 
whole nation ; a thing that would give a new turn to our trade ; employ a multitude 
of hands at home, by promoting both the filk aiul woollen manufadures ; enlarge 
out commerce abroad, encreafe our Ihipping, augment the number of our feamen, and 
enable us the better to bear thofe vaft expences into which, it is faid, the circumftances 
of affairs abroad have neceffardy plunged us. 

Before 1 part with thisfubjed, I think it becomes me to add fomewhat with refped 
to the condud of the King of Sardinia, which, from what I have faid above, may be 
thought in fome meafure unkind towards this nation ; whereas, properly underftood, 
nothing of that fort will appear. The firft and great concern of every prince, or at 
lead of every wife and good prince, is the welfare of Jiis own fubjeds ; and with refped 
to the monarch of whom we are fpeaking, he has purfued it with great fteadinefs and 
prudence. His duties upon French commodities arc very low ; fo that his fubjeds are 
fumilhed from thence with woollen nianufadures at very reafonable rates, and-j^^yjl 
putting our goods under a very high cuftom his fubjeds fell their filk dear, and for 
ready money ; and thus, by the interpofition of the government, they make the moft of 
their goods, and are as rich as the nature and extent of their country willfV^rmji* 
them to be. It mull indeed be allowed, that as things Hand at prefent his Sardinian 
Majefty’s political and commercial concerns arc in a manner oppofite to each other • 
but this does not hinder him from purfuing both. The balance of power in Italy is a 
thing of vaft importance to him, finco, if it Ihould be loll, he would fcarce be able to 
keep his dominions ; but the trade of his fubjeds is likewile o^reat importance, for 
without thk his dominions would be hardly worth keeping. His condud tlicr^dbre, in 
both refpeds is wife and juft, though it falls out to be in fome foeal'ure prejqdfciitl to us»‘ 
and that too in our tendereft concerns, our manufadures and wr trade. 
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Bat what then, ought we to differ with ol^ blame him ?- nothing^Jike it; we ought, 
on the contrary, to admire and imitate him ; we ought to make the fame dif- 
/in&ion that he does, between our political and commercial interefts ; we ought 
to flieyv ourfelves firm in fupportiug the former, and in order to it we muff be 
vigorous in promoting the latter. We fee very plainly and clearly, or at lead w: 
may fee it if wo will, that there is nothing more prafticaWe in the world, than the 
raifing the filk trade in Georgia ; the country is fit for it, the climate is fit for it ; we 
have raifed, and may raife, what quantities of mulberry-trees we will ; the filkworm 
thrives there wonderfully well, which however is the cafe of very few countries ; and 
the filk brought /rom thence has been found excellent. If all this does not pafs for 
demonftration in a" matter of this nature, it is in vain to look for demonffration. On 
the other hand, that the raifing of filk in Georgia would fill that country with white 
people ; would fecurc to us the affedtion, and the alii fiance of the neighbouring 
Indian nations, and fo render it an elTcdlual frontier is beyond all difpute ; and that the 
advantages accruing to this kingdom, by enabling that plantation to furnilh us with filk 
equal in quality to the Italian, are fo plain and certain that I make no fcruple of 
affirming, that if due care was taken in this refpecl:, all the expence neceffary to eftablilh 
the filk trade there, would not amount to above one year’s purchafe of the profits, 
five and twenty years hence ; by which I mean, that the advantages accruing from this 
colony to Great Briiain, in 1771 ; fuppofing the filk trade immediately fettled there, 
and by immediately, I mean no more than as foon as pollible, will equal all that the 
public has or may lay out upon that fettlement before it becomes able to maintain 
itfelf. We manure our lands before we expedt crops from them ; we manufadlure out 
goods before we fend them to market ; we educate our Children before we expedt they 
fhould provide for jfhemfelves ; and why ftiould not we take the fame care of this colony, 
before we expedt public advantages from thence. 

It has been already fliewn what may be exjredled from the different method purfued 
in the efiablilhing this and other colonics ; and how eafily, and how entirely, it pay 
be turned to the fervice of Great Britain, fo as in the compafs of a few years to anfwer 
national expedlations, better than colonics that have been much longer fettled. But we 
muft keep tltefc points in view ; we mull proceed as we have begun, ior all that we have 
hitherto done will be thrown away ; and if it fhould, we can blame nobody but our- 
felves. We have feen the filk trade planted there ; we have feen it take root, and even 
bring forth bloffoms, which, if the bell judges may be trufled, promife the faireft fruit ; 
let it not then be loft for a little care or a little expcnce, if that be neceflary, in pruning 
and watering it. 

r might likewife take notice of the raifing wine here ; indeed, I have promifed it, 
jbu| I have infifted fo long upon filk, that I can be but fliort upon this head ; yet fome- 
thing I will fay. There were great hopes that this improvement might foon have been 
brought to peifedion, but fome difficulties have been found,. in the way, and they are 
^ieny thefc ; The coat of the natural grape is not flrong enough, and therefore when 
jt grows ripe they burft. The froft, about the vernal equinox, frequently kills the 
vines when they are fhooting ; and as to the European grapes, it is found that the 
infects of the country deftroy them. Yet experience has fliewn, that by grafting the 
Eurcqiean on the wild vine, all thefe inconveniencies are in a great meafure prevented ; 
|or then it flioots later, and fo efcapes the froft better ; the grape Ikins become thicker 
and ftropger, and inffflfts do it lefs prejudice : fo that there are ftill hopes* that wine 
may be ma||e there, bo|h in great plenty, and in great perfedion ; and if we refled on 
the miftake we made, ^h refped to the Cape or Good Hope, which we abandoned 

worth nothi%, sdwf which the Dutch, by their induftry, have made one of the 
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fincfl and inofl: valuable plantations in the world ; we fliall not be hafty in flighting 
tlicfe hopes. 

Bolides, there is nothing wanting in this country but a ^u^Ticicut^number of inhabits 
ahts, to render it, in every refpect, a fertile and a pleafant fcttlcnient. They reap very 
good wheat here in May ; they mow their grafs in June ; they might cultivate rice here 
to great advantage, if that was judged jiropcr, which, however, formally goodreafons, 
is tliought not fo ; olives ilourilh there in the grcatell perfection ; and lb do onuiges in 
thefouth part of the province, where (1 fpeak on the credit of cyc-wiincircs) an orange 
tree has been known, in feven years time, to have been fifteen feer from (he root totlie 
branches. . 

Thofe confidcrations, vitli relpecf to the confequenccs that^iay follow from the 
improvement of tliis laft fettlc-nieut, which 1 look upon to he the honour of theprefent 
age, have proceeded Iblely liami a regard to truth, and to the public fervice which are 
the tune motives that have directed me through the courl'e of this undertaking. It 
appeared to me that there were many things, in relation to moll of the colonies, and 
particularly in rcl'ped' to this, about which the world in general was either mifmformed 
or not informed at all ; and therefore I thought it wvmld be doing fome fervicc to trade, 
to the colonies, and to I he public, if thefe points were fully and fairly treated ; for 
which purpofe I took jiains to procure the belt materials I could, and have digefted 
them in the bell method I was tible, but in fuch a way that the principal fads appear 
all along with their proper authorities ; lb that the reader fees to what he gives credit, 
and is not obliged to take any thing upon trull from me ; all my reafonings being fub- 
mitted, as they ought to be, his judgment, with full liberty to admit as little or as 
much as ho thinks fit, when no has duly weighed the arguments that arc oflered in 
fupport of them. It is in this way, and in this way only, that fedentary perfons c:in 
make iheml’elves uleful to fociety, and in this way they may be very ufeful, by furnilli- 
ing others with an opportunity of viewing and reflecting upon things which otherwife 
might never have come to their notice. 

Oik thing more I mull obferve before I conclude this chapter, which is, that if there 
be any thing in it, or indeed in any ot thole relating to the Britilli plantations, which 
ought, in a particiflar manner, to claim the attention of the public ; it is, in a great 
meafure, due to the lights afl'orded by the Honourable James C)glethorpe, from whom, 
if the author has caught any part of that generous Ipirit, which inclines a man to bend 
all his thoughts, and turn all his labours, to the fcrvice of his country, it is but juft that 
he lliould ackiiov Icilge it ; and this he is the more rc*tidy to do, becaufe if there be any 
merit ill his pcrlbrinance, capable of making it known to and cllecmed by poftc^ty% 
he would willingly confecrate it as a mark of his cllecm and gratitude, for the many 
informations he has received, and the right turn that has been given to his inquiries,'*- 
by that knowing ami woj-thy perfon, who is equally happy in rendering the greateft 
perfonal fervices himfelf to the comnumity, and by infilling the like difpofitbn in 
others, both by his, example and converfation. 
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THE FIRST VOYAGE OF M. MARTIN FROBISHER, 

TO THE NORTH-WEST, 

FOR THE SEARCH OF THE STRAIGHT OR PASSAGE TO CHINA ; 

WbittEV jy CHRISTOPHER HALL, Master in the Gabriez., 

And made in the Year of our Lord 1576. * 

rr^HE 7th of June being Thurfday, the two barks, viz. the Gabriel and the Michael, 
and our pinnace, fet fail at Ratcliile, and bare down to Deptford, and there we 
anchored ; the caufe was, that our pinnace burft her bowfprit and foremaft aboard of 
a fhip that rode at Deptford j elfe wc meant to have pafl'ed that day by the Court then 
at Greenwich. 

The eighth day, being Friday, about twelve o’clock, we weighed at Deptford, and 
fet fail, all three of us, and bare down by the Court, where we fliot off our ordnance, 
and made the bell fhew we could. Her Majefty, beholding the fame, commended it, 
and bade us farewell, with fhaking her hand at us out of the window. Afterward Ihe 
fent a gentleman aboard of us, who declared that her M^jcfly had good liking of our 
doings, and thanked us for it j and alfo willed our captain to come the next day to the 
court to take his leave of her. 

The fame day, towards night, Mr. Secretary Woolly came aboard of us, and declared 
to the company, that her Majefty had appointed him to give them charge to be obedient 
and diligent to their captains and governors in all things, and wiftied us happy fuccefs. 

The 1 2th day, being over againft Gravefend, by the caftle or blockhoufe, we ob- 
ferved the latitude, which was 51 degrees 33 minutes, and in that j>lace the variation 
of the compafs is 1 1 degrees and a half. 

The 24lh day, two o’clock in the afternoon, I had fight of Faire Ifle, being from us 
fix leagues North and by Eaft ; and when I brought it N.W. by N. it did rife at the 
fouthernmoft end with a little hummock, and fwamp in the midft. 

The 25th day, from four to eight o’clock in the forenoon, the wind at N.W. by N. 
a frefli gale, I caft about to the weftward, the fouthernmoft head of Schetland, called 
Swmborne Head, N.N.W. from me, and the land of Faire Ifle W. S.W. from me, I 
fidled directly to the north head of that faid land, founding as I ran in, having 60, 50, 
and 40 fathoms, and grey red Ihells ; and within half a mile of that ifland, there are 
36 fathoms ; for I failed to that ifland to fee whether there wite any roadfted for a N.W. 
wind ; and I found, by my founding, hard rocks, and foul ground, and deep water, 
within two cables length of the fliore, 28 fathoms, and fo did not anchor, but plied to 
and fro with my forefail and mizen, till it was high water,' under the ifland. The tide 
fetteth there N.W. and S. E. ; the flood fetteth S. E. and the ebb N.W. 

Thfe 26th day, having the wind at South, a fair gale, failing from Faire Ifle to Swin- 
liorne head, I did obC^rve the latitude ; the ifland of Fowlay being W. N.VT* from me 
fix leagues, autl Swinbome Head £. S.E. from me, I found my elevation to be 37 de> 
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grees, and my declination a a degrees 46 minutes; fo that my latitude was 59 degrees 
46 minutes. At that prefent, being near ;to Swinborne Head, having a leak which did 
trouble us, as alfo to take in frefli water, I plied room with a found, which is called 
S. TronioUs, and there did anchor in foveu fathoms w'ator and fair fand. You have, 
coming in the found’s mouth, in entering, I'cvenfeen, fiftoep, twelve, ten, nine, eight, 
and feven fathoms, and the found lieth in N. N.W. an.l there we roile to a welt iun, 
and fto])pcd our leak ; and having refrefhed ourf .-lves witli water, at a N. N.W. fun, 

I fet fail from S. Tronions, the wind atS. S. E. and turned out till we' were clear of the 
found, and fo failed well to pp clear oi (he ifland of i'owlay. And running oil toward 
Eow'lay, 1 founded, having liftv fathoms, tmd Hreainy ground ; ai^l alfo I i()unded, 
Fow'lay being north from me, one league olf Uiat ifland, being fthy fathom at the fouth 
head, and (treamy ground, like broken oatmeal, and one ihcli being red and white like 
mackarcl. 

The 27th day, at a fouth fun, I did obferve the latitude, the ifland of I’owlay being 
from me two leagues E. N. E., I found mylelf to be in latitude 59 degrees 59 minutes, 
truly obferved, the wind at S. S. W. 1 failed W. by N. 

From twelve to four o’clock in the afternoon, the wind at fouth, a fair gale, the Ihip 
failed "W. by N. fix leagues ; and at the end of this watch 1 founded, having fixty 
fathoms with little ftones and fhclls ; the ifland from us eight leagues cafl. 

The ift July, from four to eight o’clock, we failed weft, four glalfes four leagues, 
and at that prefent we had fo much wind, that we fpooned afore the fea S. W. two 
leagues. 

The 3d day, we found ou^^ compafs to be varied one point to the wcftw'ards. This 
day, from four to eight o’clock, we failed W. by S. fix leagues. 

From eight to twelve o’clock at noon, W. by b. four leagues ; at that prefent I found 
our compals to be varied eleven degrees and one-fourth part to the weftward, which is 
one point. 

The nth day, at a S. E. fun, we had fight of the land of Frifeland, bearing from 
us W. N.W. fixteen leagues, and rifinglike pinnacles of fteeplcs, and all covered with, 
fnow. I found myfelf in 61. degrees of latitude. We failed to the ftiorc, and could 
find no ground at *i 50 fathoms ; wc hoifted out our boat, and the captain, with four 
men, rowed to the Ihore to get on land ; but the land lying full of ice, they could not 
get on land, and ib they came aboard again. Wc had much ado to get clear of the 
ice, by reafon of the fog ; yet, from Thurfday eight o’clock in the morning, to Friday 
at noon, we failed S. W. 20 leagues. * 

The 18th day, at a S.E. fun, 1 found the fun to be elevated 33 degrees, and at a 
S. E. fun 40 degrees. So I obferved it till I found it at the higheft, and then it was 
elevated 52 degrees. I judged the variation of the compafs to be two points and a half 
to the weftward. 

The 2ift day, we had fight of a great drift of ice, feeming a finn land, and we caft 
weftward to be cleaj ed of it. “ 

The 26th we had fight of a land of ice, the latitude was 62 degrees 2 minutes. 

The 28 th, in the morning, w'as very foggy; but at the clearing up of the fog, we 
had fight of laud, which I fuppofed to be Labrador, with great ftore of ice about the 
land ; I ran in towards it, and founded, but could get no bottom at 1 00 fathoms^, and 
the ice bejpg fo thick, I could not get to the fhore, and fo lay ofFi and came clear (tf 
the ice. Upon Monday we came within a mile of the Ihore, and fought a harbour : 
all the found was full of ice, and our boat rowing alhore, could get no giftund at 1 00 
fathoms, within a cable!s length of the ftiore. 'I'hen we foiled N. Iwlong the fliore, 
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fiir fo the land lietli, and the cm’rent is there great, fetting N. E. and S,W., and we 
could have gotten anchor ground, \vc would have feen w'ith what force it had run ; but 
.•I judge, a fliip may drive a league and a half in one hour, with the tide. 

The 3 1 at four o’clock in the morning, being fair and clctir, we had fight of a head 
land, as we judged, hearing from us N. by E., and w(' failed N. E. by N. to that land, 
and when we came tliither, we could not get to that land for icc ; for the ice llrctched 
along the coaft, fo that we could not come to the land by five leagues. 

Wednefday thefirlt of Augull it calmed ; and in the afternoon I caufed my boat to 
be hoifted out, being hard by a great illand of ice j and I and four men rowed to that 
icc, and founded.tiythin two cables length of it, and had fixtocn fathoms ; and after 
that, founded again, •'..ilhln a minion foot; and had ground at too fathoms, and fair 
fand. We founded the next day, a quarter of a mile from it, :utd had 6o fathoms, 
rough ground ; and at that prefent being aboard, that gre-at illand of ice fell one jrart 
from another, making a noife, as if a great dill had fallen into the fea ; and at four 
f)’clock T founded again, and hafl go fathoms, and fmall black Hones, and little white 
Hones like pearls. The tide here did let to tlie lliore. 

The loth, 1 took four men and niyfelf, and rowed to Ihore, to an illand one leagin* 
from the main, and there the Hood fetteth S.W. along the Ihore, and it lloweth, as 
near as 1 could judge, fo too ; I could not tarry to prove it, becaufe llie liiip was a great 
way from me, and 1 feared a fog; but tvhen 1 came alhore it was low water. I went 
to the top of the illand, and belore I came back, it was highed a foot water, and fo, 
without tarrying, T eainc aboard. 

I'he lith, we found our latitude to he 63 degrees 8 minutes; aiul this day w'e en- 
tered the Hraight. 

The i2th, we fet fitil towards an illand, called the Gabriels Jiland, which was ten 
leagues then from us. 

The 1 3th, we efpied a found, and bare w ith it, and came to a fandy bay, w here we 
came to an anchor, the land bearing J'k S. E. olF us, and there we rode all night, in 
eight fathoms water. It lloweJ there at a S. E. moon. We called it Prior’s bound ; 
being from the Gabriels Illand 10 leagues. 

The 14th, we weighed and ran into another found, w'here Ave anchored in eight 
fathoms water, fair fand and black ooze, and there caulked our Ihip, being weak from 
the wales upwards, and took in frefo water. 

The I ijth day, we weighed and failed to Priors bay, being a mile from thence. 

The i6th day was calm, and \<'e rode Hill, AA'iihout ice ; but prefently, Avitliin two 
hours, it was frozen round about the lliip, a quarter of an inch thick ; and that day 
very fair and calm. 

The 17th day, w'e weighed, and came to Thomas Williams Illand. 

The 18th day, aa o failed N. N.W. and anchored again in 23 fathoms, and tough 
ooze, under Butchers Illand, which is, from the former illand, ten leagues. 

* The 19th day, in the morning, being calm, and no wind, the (Ktptain and I took 
our boat, with eight men in her, to row us afoore, to fee if there were any people, or 
no, and going to the top of the ifland, w'c hatl fight of feven boats, which came rowing 
From tlie ealt fide, toward that illand, whereupon we returned on board again : at 
length we font our boat with five men in her, to fee Avhithcr they rowed, and fo with 
a white cloth brought one of their boats with tJicir men along the Ihore, rowing after 
our boatj till filch time as they faw our Ihip, and then they rowed alhore. Then I 
went on foore niyfolf, and gave every of them a threaden point, and brought one of 
them aboard o^ne,. where lie did eat and drink, and then carried him on foore again ; 
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whereupon all the reft came aboard with tlieir boats, being nineteen perfons ; and they 
fpake, but we underftood them not. They be like to 'J'artars, with long black hair, 
broad faces, and fiat nofes, and tawny in colour, wearing feal Ikins ; and fo do the, 
women, not differing in the fafliion ; but the women are marked in the face with blue 
ftreaks down the cheeks, and round about the eyes, 'i'heir boats are made all of feal 
fkins, with a keel of wood within the fkia ; the proportion of them is like a Spanifh 
fhallop, fave only they he flat in the bottom, and fharp at both ends. 

I'he 20th day we weighed, and went to the caff tide of this ifland, and I and the cap- 
tain, with four men more, w'ent on fliore, and there we faw their houfes ; and the 
people efpying us, came rowing tou’ards our boat ; w'hereiiiron we ^plied toward our 
l)oat, and we being in our boat, and they on fhore, they called feo us and we rowed to 
them, and one of their company came into our boat, and we earned him aboard, and 
gave liim a bell, and a knife : fo the captain and I willed five of our men to fet him 
alhore at a mck, ami not among the company which they c;ime from ; but their wilful- 
nefs w'as fuch, that they w'ould go to them, and fo wx*re taken thcmfelves, and our 
boat loft. 

The next day, in the morning, wc flood in near the fliore, and fhot off a fauconet, 
and founded our trumpet; but we could hear nothing of our men. This found we 
called, The five men’s found, and plied out of it, but anchored again in 30 fathoims 
and ooze, and riding there all night, in the morning the fnow lay, a foot thick upon 
our hatches. 

The 22clday, in the morning, wc weighed, and went again to the place where we 
iilofl our men and our boat. \Vc had fight tif fourteen boats, and fome came near to 
us ; but we could learn nothing of our men : among llie reft, we enticed one boat to 
our fliip’s fide, with a bell, and in giving him the !>cll we took him and his boat, and 
fo kept him, and fo rowed down to Thomas 'Williams Ifland, and there anchored all 
night. 

The 26th day wc weighed to come homeward, and by twelve o’clock at noon we 
were iliwart of Trumpets Ifland. 

d’he next day we came thwart of Gabi iels Ifland, and at eight o’clock at night we had 
the Gape Labrador^ as we fnppofed, weft from us jo leagues. 

Tlie 2Sth day we went our courfe S. E. and on the 2yth wc ftiiledS. E. by E. 2a 
leagues. 

'i’he firft di\y of September, in the morning, we had fight of the land of Frifcland, 
being eight leagues from us ; but wc could not conic near it, for the monftrous ice 
that lay about it. V’rom this day, till the fixth of this month, we ran along ifland, 
and had the fouth part of it, at eight o’clock, eaft from lus ten leagues. 

The 7th day of this month we had a very terrible ftorm, by force whereof one of our 
men was blown into the fea out of our waift ; but he caught hold of the forefail fheet, 
and there held till the captain plucked him again into the lliip. 

'I’hc 25th day of, this month we had fight of /the ifland of Orkney, which was then 
eaft from us. The firft day of Oftober wc had fight of the Schcld, and lb failed about 
the coaft, and anchored at Yarmouth, and the next day wc came into Harwich. 
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THE SECOND VOYAGE OF MASTER MARTIN FROBISHER, 

MADE TO THE WEST AND NORTH-WEST REGIONS, 

In the Year 1577 ; 

WJill A DE3CRIPTIOX OF THE COl/NTUY AND I>r,OI>T,K. 

Written bv Master DIONISE SETTLE. 

O N Whitfunday, being the 26th of May, in the year of our Lord f577. Captain 
Frobilher departed from Blackwall with one of the Queen’s Majefty’s Ihips, called 
the Aide, of nine fcore tons, or thereabouts, and two other little barks likewife, the one 
called the Gabriel, whereof Mafter Fenton, a gentleman of my lord of Warwick, was 
captain ; and the other the Micliael, whereof Mafter York, a gentleman of my Lord 
Admiral’s, wasgaptain, accompanied with feven fcore gentlemen, foldiers, and failors, 
well furniflied with viduals, and other provifions neceflary for one half year, on this 
his fecond voyage, for the further difeovering of the palfage to Cathay, and other 
countries thereunto adjacent, by W. and N.W. navigations; which paflage or way i^ 
fuppofed to be on the North, and N.W. parts of America; and the faid America t 
be an ifland, environed with the fea, where through our merchants may have courfe 
and rccourfe with their merchandize, from thefe our northernmoft parts of Europe, to 
thofe oriental coafts of Afia, in much fliorter time, and with greater benefit, than any 
others, to their no little commodity and profit that do or lhall frequent the fame. Our 
faid captain and general of this prefent voyage and company having, the year before, 
with two little pinnaces, to his great danger and no fmall commendations, given a 
worthy attempt towards the performance thereof, is alfo preft, when occiifion ftiall be 
miniftered (to the benefit of his Prince and native country) to advenlure himfelf further 
therein. As for this fecond voyage, it feemeth fufficient, that he hath better explored 
and fearched the commodities of thofe people and countries, which in his firfl: voyage, 
the year before, he had found out. 

ijpon which confiderations, tlie day and year before exprefled, we departed from 
Blackwall to Harwich, where, making an accomplifhment of things neceflary, the laft 
of May we hoifted up fails, and, with a merry wind, the 7th June, we arrived at the 
ifla'nds, called Orcades, or vulgarly, Orkney ; being in number thirty, fubjeft and 
adjacent to Scotland, where we made provifion of frelh water ; in the doing whereof, 
our general licenfed the gentlemen and foldiers, for their recreation, to go on fliore. 
At our landing, the people fled from their' poor cottages, with Ihrieks and alarms, to 
warn their neighbours of enemies ; but, by gentle perfuafions, we reclaimed them to 
their houfes. It feemeth, they are often frighted with pirates, or fome other enemies, 
that move them with fuch hidden fear. Their houfes are very fiinply built with pebble 
ftone, without any chimnies, the fire being made in the midft thereof. The good man, 
wife, children, and other of the family, eat and fleep on the one fide of the houfe; 
and the cattle 6n the other ; very beaftly and rudely, in refpeft of civility. They are 
deftitute^rfwood j their fire is turves and cowlhards. They have corn, bigge, and 
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oats, with which they pay their king’s rents, to the maintenance of his houfe. They 
take great quantity of fifli, which they dry in the wind and fun. They drefs their meat 
very filthily, and eat it without fait. Thar apparel is after the rudeft fort of Scotland 
their money is all bafe ; their church and religion is reformed according to the Scots. ’ 
The fifliermen of England can better declare the difpofition of thefe people than I ; 
wherefore 1 remit their ufages to their reports, as yearly repair thither in their courfe 
to and from the ifland for filh. 

We departed here hence the 8th of June, and followed our courfe between W. and 
N. W. until the 4th of July, all which time we had no night ; but that eafily, and with- 
out impediment, we had, when we were fo difpofed, the fruition o^ our books and 
other pleafures, to pafs away the time, a thing of no fmall morqpnt to fuch as wander 
in unknown feas and long navigations, efpecially when both the winds and raging furges 
do pafs their common and wonted courfe. This benefit endureth in thofe parts, 
not fix weeks ; but where the pole is raifed to 70 or 80 degrees, it continueth much 
longer. 

All along thefe feas, after we were fix days failing from Orkney, we met, floating in 
the fea, great fir trees, which were, as we judged, with the fury of great floods, rooted 
up, and fo driven into the fea. liland hath almoft no other wood nor fuel, but fuch as 
they take up upon their coafts. It feemeth that thefe trees are driven^ from fome part 
of the Newfoundland, with the current that fetteth from the weft to the eaft. 

The 4th of July we came within the making of Frifeland. Fr om this fliore i o or i a 
leagues, we met great iflands of ice, of half a mile, fome more, fomc lei's, in compafs, 
•Shewing, above the fea, 30 or 40 fathoms, and, as wc fuppofed, fait on ground, 
where, with our lead, we could fcarce found the bottom for depth. 

Here, in place of odoriferous and fragrant finells of Jweet gums, and pleafant notes 
of mufical birds, which other countries, in more temperate zones, do yield, we tafted 
the moft boifterous boreal blafts, mixed with fnow and hail, in the months of June 
and July, not inferior to our intemperate winter : a fudden alteration, and efpecially in 
a place and parallel where the pole is not elevate above 6 1 degrees, at which height 
other countries, more to the north, yea, unto 70 degrees, Ihew themfclvcs'more tem- 
perate than this doi'h. 

All along this coaft ice lieth, as a continual bulwark, and fo defendeth the country, 
that thole that would land there incur great danger. Our general, three days together, 
attempted with the fliip boat to have gone on fliore, which for that without great danger 
he could not accomplilb; he deferred it until a moro convenient time. All along the 
coaft lie very high mountains, covered w'ith fnow, except in fuch places, where, through 
the fteepnefs of the mountains, of force it muft needs fall. Four days coafting along 
this land, we found no figns of habitation. Littk- birds, which we judged to liave loft 
the fhore, by reafon of thick fogs which that country is much fubjeft to, came flying 
into our Ihips, which made us fuppofe, that the country is both mefre tolerable, and 
alfo habitable wit hip, than the outward fliore maketh Ihow or fignification. 

From hence we departed the Sth of July, and the i6th of the fame, we came with 
the making of land, which land our general the year before had named the Queens 
Foreland, being an ifland, as we judge, lying near the fuppofed continent with Ame- 
rica ; and on the other fide, oppofite to the lame, one other ifland, called Halles Ifle, 
after the n^e of the inafter of the Ihip, near adjacent to the firm land, fuppofed con- 
tinent with Afia ; between the which two iflands there is a large entrance <'’'»ftraight, 
called Frobiftier’s Straight, after the name of our general, the firft finder thereof. This 
faid ftraight is fuppofed to have paflage into the fea of Suez, which I leave unknown 
‘as yet. 


It 
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It feemetti, that either here, or no| fai- hence, the fea ihould have more large entrance 
than in other parts within the frozen or intemperate zone, and that feme contrary tide, 
.either from the eaft or weft, with main force cafteth out that great quantity of ice, 
which cometh floating from this coaft even unto Frifeland, caufing the country to feem 
more intemperate than others much more northerly than the fame. 

I cannot judge that any temperature, under the pole, the time of the fun’s northern 
declination being half a year and one whole day (confidering that the fun’s crlcvafion 
furmounteth not 23 deg. and 30 min.) can have power to dilfolve fuch monftrous and 
huge ice, comparable to great mountains, except by fome other force, as by fwift 
currents and tideg^ with the help of the faid day of half a-year. 

Before we came within the making of thefe lands we tafted cold ftorms, infomuch 
that it feemed we had changed fummer with winter, if the length of the days had not 
removed us from that opinion. 

At our firft coming the ftrmglits feemed to be fliut up with a long mure of ice, 
which gave no little caufe of difeomfort unto us all ; but our general (to wliofe dili- 
gence imminent dangers and diflicult attempts feemed nothing, in rel’pedt of his \\ illing 
mind for the commodity of his Prince and country), with two little jiinnaces prepared 
of purpofes, pafled twice through them to the eaft fliore, and the illands thereunto 
adjacent ; and tjie fliip, with the two barks, lay olf and on fomething further into the 
fea, from the danger of the ice. 

Whilft he was fearching the country near the fliore, fome of the people of the 
country ftiewed themfelves, leaping and dancing, with ftrange fhrieks and cries, which 
gave no little admiration to our men. Our general ilelirous to allure them to us by 
lair means, caufed knives and other things to be proirert?d unto them, which they 
would not take at our hands, but being laid on the ground, and the party going away, 
they came and took up, leaving fomething of theirs to countervail the fame. At 
length two of them leaving their weapons, came down to our general and mailer, who 
did the like to them, commanding the company to flay, and went unto them, who 
after certain dumb figns, and mute congratulations, began to lay hands upon them, 
but they cleverly efcaped, and ran to their bows and arrows, and came fiercely upon 
them, (not refpecting the reft of our company, which w'ere ready* for their, defence), 
but with their arrows hurl divers of them ; we took the one, and the other efcaped. 

Whilft our general w’as bufied in fearching the country, and thofe iflands adjacent on 
the eaft fliore, the fliip and barks having great care not to put far into the fea from him, 
for that he had fmall ftore ol victuals, were forced to abide a cruel tempeft, chancing 
in the night, amongft and in the thickeft of the ice, which was fo monftrous, that 
even the leaft of a thoufaiul had been of force fufficient to have fliivered our fliip and 
barks into fmall portions, if Cod, (who in all neceflities hath care upon the infirmities 
of man), had not provided for this our extremity a fufficient remedy through the light 
of the night, whereby we might well difeern to flee from fuch imminent dangers, which 
we avoided with fourteen boards in one watch the fpace of four hours. If we had not 
incurred this danger amongft thefe monftrous iflands of ice, we fliould have loft our 
general and inafter, and the moil of our bell failors, which were on the fliore deftitute 
of victuals : but by the valour of our mafter gunner, mafter Jackman, and Andrew 
Dyer, the mailer’s mates, men expert both in nHvigation and other good qualities, we 
were all content to incur the dangers afore-rehearfed, before we would witji our own 
fafety, I^m intd the feas, to the deftruftion of our faid general and his company. 

The day following, being the 19th of July, our captain returned to the fliip, with 
report of fupptdetf rjehes, which lliewed itfclf in the bowels of thefe barren mountains,^ 
wherqwith we were all fatisfied. 


Within 
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Within four o^s after we had been at the entrance of the ftraights, the N. W. and 
W. winds difperfed the ice into the fea, and made us a lar^ entrance into the ftraights, 
fo that vwthout any impediment, rn the 19th of July we entered them, and tfie aotb. 
thereof, our general and mafter with great diligence fought out and founded the weft 
fliore, and found out a fair harbour for the ihip and barks to ride in, and named it after 
our mafter’s mate, Jackman’s Sound, and brought the Ihip, barks, and all their com- 
pany, to fafe anchor, except one man, which died by God’s vifitation. 

At our firft arrival, after the Ihip rode at anchor, our general, with fuch company 
as could well be fpared from the (hips, in marching order entered the land, having 
fpecial care by exhortations, that, at our entrance thereinto, we (hould all with one 
voice, kneeling upon our knees, chiefly thank God for our arrival ; fecondly, befeech 
him that it would pleafe his divine Majefty long to continue our Queen, for whom he, 
and all the reft of our company, took polTeflion of the country ; and thirdly, that by 
our Chriftian ftudy and endeavour, thefe barbarous people, trained up in paganifm and 
infidelity, might be reduced to the knowledge of true religion, and to the hope of falva- 
tion in Chrift our Redeemer ; with other words very apt to fignify his willing mind and 
affeftion toward his prince and country, whereby all fufpicion of an undutiful fubjed 
may credibly be judged to be utterly exempted from his mind. All the reft of the 
gentlemen, and others, deferve worthily herein their due praife and commendation. 

Thefe things in this order acconiplilhed, our general commanded all the company to 
be obedient in things needful for our own fafeguard, to Mafter Fenton, Mafter Yorke, 
and Mafter Bead, his lieutenant, while he was occupied in other neceffary affairs con- 
cerning oar coming thither. 

After this order, we all marched through the country, with enfign difplayed, fo fef 
as was thought needful, and now and then heaped up ftones on high mountains and 
other places, in token of pofleflion, as likewife to fignify unto fuch as might hereafter 
chance to arrive there, that polTeflion is taken in behalf of fome other prince, by thofe 
who firft found out the epuntry. 

Whofo maketh navigations to thofe countries, hath not only extreme winds an<i 
furious feas to encounter whhal, but aUb many monftrous and great iflands of ice ; 
a thing both rare, 'wonderful, and greatly to be regarded. 

We were forced fundry times, while the (hip did ride here at anchor, to have con^ 
tinual watch with boats and men ready with hawfers to knit faft unto fuch ice, as with 
the ebb and flood were tofled to and fro in the harbour, and with force of oars to haul 
them away, for endangering the (hip. 

Our general certain days fearched this fuppofed continent with America, and not 
finding the commodity to anfwer his expeftation, after he made trial thereof, he departed 
thence with two little barks, and men fufficient, to the eaft (hore, being the fuppofed 
continent of Afia, and left the (hip, with moft of the gentlemen, foldiers and failors, 
until fuch time as he either thought good to fend or come for them. 

The ftones of this fuppofed continent with America be altogether fparkled, and 
glider in the fun like gold ; fo likewife doth the fand in the bright water, yet they 
verify the old proverb, “ all is not gold that gliftereth.” 

On this welt fliore we found a dead filh floating, which had in his nofe a horn ftraight 
■and torquet, of length two yards lacking two inches, being broken in the top, where 
■we might perceive it hollow, into the which fome of our failors putting Riders, they pre- 
fently med. I fawnotthe trial hereof, but it was reported unto me of a truth, by the 
virtue whereof we fuppofed it to he the fea-unicorn. 

, von. XII. 3 s After 
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After our genei^ had found out good harbour for the fhip and barks to anchor ni, 
and alfo fuch ftore of fuppofed gold ore, .,as he thought himfelf iatisfied urithal, he 
returned to the Michael, whereoi Mafter Torke aforefaid was captain, accompanied 
with our mafter and his mate ; who, coafting along the weft fliore, not far from 
whence the fhip rode, they perceived a fair harbour, and willing to foundthe fame, at 
the entrance thereof they efpied two tents of feal ficins, unto which thecaptain, our 
fjud mafter, and other company reforted. At the light of our men the people fled into 
the mountains : neverthelefs they went to their tents, where leaving certain trifles of 
ours, as glafles, bells, knives, and fuch like things, they departed, not taking any 
thing of theirs, except one dog ; they did in like manner leave behind them a letter, 
pen, ink, and paper, Whereby our men whom the captain loft the year before, and in 
that people’s cuftody, might (if any of them were alive) be adverdfed of our prefence 
and being there. 

On the fame day, after confultation had, all the gentlemen, and others likewife that 
could be fpared from the Ihip, under the conduft and leading of Mafter Philpot, (imto 
whom in our general's abfence, and his lieutenant, Mafter Beaft, all the reft were 
obedient,) went alhore, determining to fee, if by fair means we could either allure them 
to familiarity, or otherwife take Ibme of them, and fo attain to fome knowledge of thofe 
men whom our general loft the year before. 

At our coming back again to the place where their tents were before, they had 
removed their tents further into the faid bay or found, where they might, if they were 
driven fi'om the land, flee with their boats into the fea. We parting ourfelves into two 
companies, and compafling a mountain, came fuddenly upon them by land ; who efpying 
us, without any tarrying fled to their boats, leaving the moft part of their oars behind 
them for hafte, and rowed down the bay, where our two pinnaces met them and drove 
them afhore : but if they had had all their oars, fo fwift are they in rowing, it had been 
loft time to haye chafed them. 

When they were landed, they fiercely aflaulted our men with their bows and arrows, 
who wounded three of them with our arrows, and perceiving themfelves thus hurt, 
they defperately leaped off the rocks into the fea and drowned themfelves, which if they 
had not done, but had fubmitted themfelves, or if by any means we could have taken 
them alive (being their enemies as they judged), we would both havefaved them, and alfo 
have fought remedy to cure their wounds, received at our hands. But they, altogether 
void of humanity, and ignorant what mercy meaneth, in extremities look for no other 
than death ; and perceiving they fliould fall into our hands, thus miferably by drowning 
rather defired death, than otherwife to be faved by us ; the reft perceiving their fellows 
in this diftrefs, fled into the high mountains. Two women not being fo apt to efcape as 
the men were, the one for her age, and the ’other being incumbered with a young 
child, we took. The old wretch, whom divers of our failors fuppofed to be either 
a devil or a witch, had her bufldns plucked off to fee if ftie were cloven-footed, and 
for her ugly hue and deformity we let her go. The young woman and the child we 
brought away. We named the place where they were flain Bloody Point, and the bay or 
harbour, Y ork’s Sound, after the name of one of the captains of the two barks. Having 
this knowledge both of their fiercenefs and cruelt\u and perceiving that fair means as yet 
k not able to allure them to familiarity, we difpoied ourfelves, contrary to our inclina- 
tion, fomething,to be cruel, returned to their tents and made a I’poil of the fame j where 
we foun<l an old Ihirt, a doublet, a girdle, and alfo ftioes of our men, whom we loft 
the yeat'before j on nothing elfe unto them belonging could we fet our eyes. 


Their 
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Thebr riches wre not gold, fihrer, or precious drapery, but their faid tents and boats 
made of ihelkinRof red deer and feal (luns^ alfo dogs like unto wolves, but for the 
moft part black, with other trifles, more to be wondered at for their ftrangenefe, 
for any other commodity needful for our ufe. 

Thus returning to our ftiip the 3d of Augufl:, we departed from the weft Ihore, fup- 
pofcd firm with America, after we had anchored there thirteen days, and fo the 4th 
thereof we came to our general on the eaft Ihore, and anchored in a fair harbour named 
Ann Warwicke’s Sound, unto which is annexed an ifland both itomed, after the 
Countefs of Warwicke, Ann Warwicke’s Sound and Ifland. 

In this ille our general thought good for his voyage to freight J^oth the fhip and 
barks with fuch ftone, or fuppofed gold mineral, as he judged tcK:ountervail the charges 
of his firft and this his fecond navigation to thefe countries. 

In the mean time of our abode here, fome of the country people came to fhew 
themfelves unto us fundry times, on the mainfhore, near adjacent to the faid iffe. Our 
general, dcfirous to have fome news of his men whom he loft the year before, with fome 
compaity with him repaired with the (hip's boat to commune, or fign with them for fami- 
liarity, whereunto he is perfuaded to bring them. They at the firft fhew made tokens that 
three of his five men were alive, and defired pen, ink, and paper, and that within three 
or four days they would return, and (as we judged) bring thofe 0/ our men wliich 
were living with them. 

They alfo made figns or tokens of their king, whom they called Cacough, and how 
he was carried on mens fhoulders, and a man far furmounting any of our company in 
bignefs and ftature. 

With thefe tokens and figns of writing, pen, ink, and paper was delivered to them, 
which they would not take at our hands, but being laid upon the fhore, and the party 
gone away, they took up ; which likewife they do, W'hen they defire any thing for 
change of theirs, laying for that w^hich is left fo much as they think w'ill countervail the 
fame, and not coming near together. It feemeth they have been ufed to this trade or 
traffic with fome other people adjoining or not far diftant from their country. 

After four days, fome of them mewed themfelves upon the firm land, but not where they 
were before. Ouf general very glad thereof, fuppofing to hear of our men, went from 
the ifland withjthe boat and fufficient company with him. They feemed very glad, and 
allured him about a certain point of the land ; behind which they might perceive a com- 
pany of the crafty villains to lie lurking, whom our general would not deal withal, for 
that he knew not what company they were, and fo 'with few figns difmiffcd them and 
returned to his company. 

Another time, as our faid general was coafting the countiy with two little pinnaces, 
whereby at our return he might make the better relation thereof three of the crafty 
villains, with a white Ikin, allured us to them. Once again, our general, for that he 
hoped to hear of his men, went towards them. At our coming near the fhore^i. (where- 
upon they were, we might perceive a number of them lie hidden behind great ftones, 
and thofe three in fight labouring by all rne^ins poffible, that fome would come on land j 
and perceiving we made no haftc by words nor friendly figns, which they ufed by 
clapping of their hands, and being without weapon, and but three in fight, they fought 
further means to provoke us thereunfb. One alone laid flefh on the Ihore, which we took 
up with tbe boat-hook, as neceffary viftuals for the relieving of the man, woman, and 
child, whom we had taken, for that as yet they could not digeft our*meR‘ whereby 
they perceived themfelves deceived of their expeftation, for all their crafty allurements. 
Yet once again to make (as it were) a full Ihow of their crafty natures, and fubtle 

3 s 2 fleights. 
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Heights, to the intent thereby to have entrapped and taken fome of our men, one of 
them counterfrited himfelf impotent and laiige of his le^, who Teemed to defcend to the' 
v/ater-dide with great difficulty, and to cover his craft the more, one of his fellows 
came down with him, and in fuch places where he Teemed unable to paTs, he took him- 
on his Ihoulders, fet him by the water-Tide, and departed from him, leaving him (as it 
Ihould Teem) all alone, who playing his counterfeit pageant very well, thought thereby 
to provoke Tome of us to come on ihore, notfearing but that one of us might make oim 
party good with a lame man. 

Our general having compaffion of his impotency, thought it good (if it were poffible) 
to cure him thereef ; wherefore he cauTed a Toldier to flioot at him with his caleever, 
which grazed before his face. The counterfeit villain deliverly fled, without any im- 
pediment at all, and got him to his bow and arrows, and the reft from their lurking 
holes, with their weapons, bows, arrows, flings, and darts. Our general caufed fome 
ealeevers to be fliot off at them, whereby fome being hurt, they might hereafter ftand 
in more fear of us. 

This was all the anfwer for this time we could have of our men, or of our general's 
letter. Their crafty dealing at thefe three feveral times being thus manifeft unto us, 
may plainly fhew their difpofition in other things to be correfpondent. We judged that 
they ufed thefe ftratagems, thereby to have caught fome of us, for the delivering of 
the man, woman, and child, whom we had taken. 

They are men of a large corporature and of a good proportion, their colour is not 
much unlike the fun-burnt countryman, who laboureth daily in the fun for his living. 
They wear their hair fomething long, and cut before either with ftone or knife, very 
diforderly. Their women wear their hair long, and knit up with two loops, ftiewing 
forth on either fide of their faces, and the reft foltred upon a knot. Alfo fome of their 
women race their faces proportionally, as chin, cheeks, and forehead, and the wrifts of 
their hands, whereupon they lay a colour which continueth dark azurine. 

They eat their meal, all raw, both flefli, fifli, and fowl, or fomething parboiled, 
with blood and a little water, which they drink. For lack of water they will eat ice 
that is hard frozen, as pleafantly as we will do fugarcandy, or other fugar. 

If they for neceflity fake ftand in need of the premifes, fuch grafs as the country 
yieldeth they pluck and eat, not daintily, or faladwife, to lure their ftomachs to 
appetite, but for necetlity fake, without either fait, oils, or walking, like brute beafts 
devouring the fame ; they neither ufe table, ftool, or table-cloth, for comelinefs ; but 
when they are embrued with blood knuckle deep, and their knives in like fort, they 
ufe their tongues, as apt inftruments to lick them clean j in doing whereof they are 
affured to lofc none of their vifluals. , 

They frank or keep certain dogs not much unlike wolves, which they yoke together 
as we do oxen and horfes, to a fled or trail, and fo carry their necelfaries over the ice 
and fnow from place to place, as the captive whom we have, made perfect figns ; and 
when thofe dogs are not apt for the ufe, or when with hunger they -are conftrain^ for 
the lack of other viftuals, they eat them, fo that they are needful for them in refpeft 
of their bignefs, as our oxen are for us. 

They apparel themfelves in the Ikins of fuch beafts as they kill, fewed together with 
the finews of them. All the fowl which they kill, they flun and make theretff one kind 
of garment or other, to defend themfelves from the cold. - ’ 

They make tfieir apparel with hoods and tails, which tails they give when they thiafc 
the -jratify any friendfliip ftiewed unto them j a great fign of friendffiip with them. The 
e them not fo fide a$ the women. 
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The men and women wear their hofe clofe to their legs, from the waift to the knee, 
without any open before, as well the one ^i^d as the other. Upon thdr legs' they 
wear hofe of leather, ■with the fur fide inward^ two or three pair on at once, and efpecially 
the women ; in thofe hofe they put their knives, needles, and other things needful to 
bear about. They put a bone within their hofe, which reacheth from the foot to the 
knee, whereupon they draw their faid hofe, and fo in place of garters, they are holden " 
from falling down about their feet. 

They drefs their Ikins very foft and fupplfe with the hair on ; in cold weather or winter 
they wear the fur fide inward, and in fummer outward. Other apparel they have none 
but the faid fldns. 

Thofe beafls, fifties, and fowls which' they kill, are their meat, drink, apparel, 
houfes, bedding, hofe, ftioes, thread and fails for their boats, with many other 
necelfaries whereof they {land in need, and alniofl all their riches. 

Their houfes are tents, made of feal ikins, pitched up with four fir quarters, four- 
fquare, meeting at the top, and the fkins fewed together with finews, and laid thereupon ; 
they are fo pitched up, that the entrance into them is always fouth or againfl the fun. 

They have other houfes which we found not to be inhabited, wliich are raifed with 
ftones and whalebones, and a {kin laid over them to withftand the rain or other weather, 
the entrance of them being not much unlike an oven’s mouth, wb^re I think they 
refort for a time to fifti, hunt, and fowl, and fo leave them until the next time they 
come thither again. 

The weapons are bows, arrows, darts, and flings : their bows are of wood of a yard 
long, finewed at the back with ftrong finews, not glued to, but fall girded and tied on j 
their bow-ftrings are likewife finews ; their arrows are three pieces nocked with bone, 
and ended with bone, with two ends, and the wood in the midll ; they pals not in 
length half a yard, or little more ; they are feathered with two feathers, the pen end 
being cut away, and the feathers laid upon the arrow, with the broad fide to the wood, 
infomuch that they feem when they arc tied on, to have four feathers. They have alfo. 
three forts of heads to thofe arrows ; one fort of ftone or iron, proportioned like to 
a heart ; the fecond fort of bone, much like unto a ftopt head, with a hook on the 
fame ; the third fort, of bone likewife, made fliarp at both fides, and Iharp pointed. 
They are not nxade very fall, but lightly tied to, or elfe fet in a nocke, that upon fmall 
occalion the arrows leave thefe heads behind them j and they are of fmall force, except 
they be very near when they {hoot. 

Their darts arc made of two forts ; the one with mahy forks of bones in the fore end, 
and likewife in themidft; their proportions are not much unlike our toafting irons, 
only longer, but thefe they call out of an inftrument of wood very readily. The other 
fort is greater than the firll aforefaid, with a long bone made Iharp on both fides, not 
much unlike a rapier, which I take to be their moll hurtful weapon. 

They have two forts of boats made of leather, fet out on the inner fide with 
quarters of wood, aatificially tied together with thongs of the fame ; the greater fort are 
not much unlike our wherries, wherein 1 6 or 20 men may fit ; they have for a fail, 
dreft the guts of fuch beafts as they kill very fine and thin, which they few together ; 
the other boat is but for one man to fit and row in with one oar. 

Their order of fiihing, hunting, and fowling, are with thefe faid weapons ; but in 
what fort,. or how they ufe them, we have no perfect knowledge as yet. 

I can fuppofe their abode or habitation not to be here, for that neitficr fiiefr houfes 
nor apparel are of fuch force to withiland the extremity of cold that the country feemeth 
to be infeded withal \ neither do I fee any fign likely to perform .the fame. 

.Thofe 
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T|ofe houfes, or rather dens, which ftand there, have no fign of footway, or any 
thing elfe trodden, which is one of the chiefeft tok^ of habitation ; and thofe tents 
•"which they bring with them, when they have fudicientiy hunted and iiihed, they 
remove to other places, and when they have fufficiently flowed them of fuch victuals 
as the country yieldeth or bringeth forth, they return to their winter ftations or habita- 
tions/ This conjecture do I make for the infertility which I conjecture to be in that 
Country. 

They have fome iron, whereof they make arrow heads, knives, and other little in- 
ftruments, to work their boats, bows, arrows, and darts withal, which are very unapt 
to do any thing wthal, but with great labour. 

It feemeth that they have converfation wth fomn other people, of whom for 
exchange they fliould receive the fame. They are greatly delighted with any thing 
that is bright, or giveth a found. 

What knowledge they have of God, or what idol they adore, we have no perfeCt 
intelligence : I think them rather Anthropophagi, or devourers of man’s flefh, 
than otherwife ; for that there is no lleth or filh which they find dead, (fmell it never 
fo filthily), but they will eat it, as they find it, without any other dreffing. A* loath- 
forae thing, either to the beholders or hearers. 

There is no manner of creeping beaft hurtful, except fome fpiders, (which foine 
affirm are figns of great ftore of gold), and alfo certain Hinging gnats, which bite fo 
fiercely, that the place where they bite fliortly after fwelleth and itcheth very fore. 

They make figns of certain people that wear bright plates of gold in their foreheads, 
and other places of their bodies. 

The countries on both fides the ftreights lie very high, with rough ftofiy mountains, 
and great quantity of fnow thereon. There is very little plain ground, and no grafs, 
except a little which is much like unto mofs that groweth on foft ground, fuch as we 
get turfs in. There is no wood at all. To be brief, there is nothing fit or profitable 
for the ufe of man, which that country with root yieldeth or bringeth forth : howbeit, 
there is great quantity of deer, whofe Ikins are like unto afles ; their heads and horns 
do far exceed, as well in length, as alfo in breadth, any in thefe our parts or countries ; 
their feet likewife are as great as our oxen’s, which we meafured to be feven or eight 
inches in breadth. There are alfo hares, wolves, fifliing bears, and fea fowl of 
fundry forts. 

As the country is barren and unfertile, fo are they rude and of no capacity to culture 
the fame to any perfection, b\it are contented by their hunting, fiftiing, and fowling, 
with raw flelh and warm blood, to fatisfy their greedy paunches, which is their only 
glory. 

There is great likelihood of earthquakes or thunder, for that there are huge and 
monftrous mountains, whofe greateft fubftance are Hones, and thofe Hones fo fhaken 
with extraordinary means, that one is feparated from another, which is difeordant with 
all other quarries. * 

There are no rivers or running fprings, but fuch as through the heat of the fun, with 
fuch waver as defeendeth from the mountains and hills, whereon great drifts of fnow do 
lie, ate ingendered. 

It argueth alfo that there Ihould be none ; for that the earth, which with the ex- 
treriiity of the ^winter is fo frozen within, that that water which Ihould h^ve recourfe 
within the fame to maintain fprings, hath not its motion, whereof great waters have 
their original, as is feen otherwhere. Such vallies as are capable to receive the water, 

<1* that 
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that in the fununer time by the operation of the fun defcendeth from great abundance 
of fnow, which continually lieth on the mountains, and hath no paffage, fmketh into 
the earth and fo vaniflieth away, without any runnell above the earm, by which occafion, 
or continual Handing of the faid water, the earth is opened, and the great froft yieldeth’ 
to the force thereof ; which mother places, four or five fathoms within the ground, for 
lack of the faid moifture, the earth (even in the very fummer time) is frozen, and fo 
combineth the ftones together, that fcarcely inftruments with great force ^an unknit 
them. 

Alfo where the water in thofe vallies can have no fuch paflage away, by the con- 
tinuance of time in fuch order as is before rehearfed, the yearly defeent from the 
mountains filleth them full, that at the loweft bank of the fame t(jey f^l into the valley, 
and fo continue as fiihing-ponds.or ftagnes in fummer time full of water, and in the 
winter hard frozen, as by Ikarres that remain thereof in fummer may eafily be per- 
ceived ; fo that the heat of fummer is nothing comparable or of force to diffolve the 
extremity of cold that cometh in winter. 

Neverthelefs, I am alTured, that below the force of the froft within the earth, the 
waters have recourfe, and empty themfelvec. out of fight into the fea, which through 
the extremity of the froll are conftrained to do the fame j by which occafion the earth 
within is kept the warmer, and fprings have their recourfe, which is the only nutriment 
of gold and minerals withim the fame- 

There is much to be faid of the commodities of thefe countries, which are couched 
within the bounds of the earth j which I let pals till more perfeft trial be made 
thereof. 

The 24th of Auguft, after we had fatisfied our minds with freight fufficient for our 
veffels, though not our covetous defires with fuch knowledge of the country, people,, 
and other commodities as are before rehearfed, we departed therehence. The 17th 
of September we fell in wiih the land’s-end of England, and fo failed to Milford 
Haven, from whence our general rode to the court, for order to what port or haven 
to conduft the Ihip. 

We loll our two barks in the way homewards, the one the 29th of Auguft, the- 
other the 31ft of thS fame month, by occafion of a great tempeft and fog *, howbeit God 
reftored the one to Briftowe, and the other made his courfe by Scotland to Yarmouth. 
In this voyage we loft two men, one in the way by God’s vifitation, and the other home- 
ward, call overboard with a furge of the fea. 
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THE THIRD AND LAST VOYAGE UNTO META INCOGNITA, 
* MADE BY M. MARTIN FROBISHER IN THE YEAR 1578. ; 
WRITTEN BY THOMAS ELLIS. 


T hese are to let you know, that upon the 25th of May, theThomas Allen being vice- 
admiral, whofe captain was M. Yorke, M. Gibbs mafter, Chriftopher Hall pilot ; 
accompanied with the rear-admiral named the Hopewell, whofe captain was M. Henry 
Carewe, the M. Andrew Dyer, and certain other fliips came to Gravefend, where we 
anchored, and abode the coming of certain of our fleet, which were not yet come. 

The 27th of the fame month, our fleet being now come together, and all things 
put in a readinefs, the wind favouring, and tide ferving, we lieing of fails in number 
eight, weighed anchor and hoifted our fails towards Harwich to meet with our admiral,and 
the refldue, which then and there abode our arrival, where we fafely arrived the 28th 
thereof, finding there our admiral, whom we with the difcharge of certain pieces, 
faluted, according to order and duty ; and were welcomed with the like courtefy, 
which being finilhed we landed ; where our general continued muftering his foldiers 
and miners, and fetting things in order appertaining to the voyage, until the laft of 
the faid month of May, which day we hoifted our fails, and committing ourfelves to the 
condudung of Almighty God, we fet forward toward the weft country in fuch lucky 
wife and good fuccefs, that by the 5th of June we pafled the Durfies, being the utmofl: 
part of Ireland to the weftward. 

And here it were not much amifs, nor far from our purpofe, if I fhould a little dif- 
courfe and fpeak of our adventures and chances by the way, as our landing at Ply- 
mouth, and alfo the meeting certain poor men, which were robbed-' and fpoiled of all 
that they had by pirates and robbers ; amongft whom was a man of Briftow, on whom 
our general ufed his liberality, and fent him away with lettere into England. 

But becaufe fuch things are impertinent to the matter, I will return (without any 
more mentioning of the fame) t6 that from the which I have digreffed and fwerved, 
1 mean our fhips now failing on the furging feas, fometimes palling with pleafure with 
a wilhed eaftern wind, fometimes hindered of our courfe again by theweftern blafts,imtil 
the 20th day of the aforefaid month of June, on which day in the morning we fell 
withFrizeland, which is a very high and cragged land, and was almoft clean covered with 
fnow, fo that we might fee nought but craggy rocks, and the tops of high and huge 
hills, fometimes (and for the moft part) all covered with foggy mills. There might 
be alfo perceived the great illes of ice lying on the feas, like mountains, fome fmall 
and fome big, of fundry kinds of lhapes, and fuch a number of them, that we could 
not come near the Ihore for them. 

Thus failing along the coaft, at the laft we faw a place, fomewhat void of ice, where 
our general (accompanied with certain others) went alhore, where they faw certain tents 
made of beafts‘lkins, and boats much like unto theirs of Meta Incognita. The tents 
were fumilhed with flelh,filh fkins, and other trifles; amongft tft% which was found a box 
ofnails, whereby we, did conjedure that they had either artificers amongft them, or elfe 

a traffic 
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a traffic with fome other nation. The men ran a^ray, fo that we could have no con- 
ference or communication with them. Our general (becaufe he would have theih no 
more to flee, but rather encouraged to flay, through his courteous dealing) gave com- 
mandraent that his men fliould take nothing away with them, faving only a couple of » 
white dogs; for which he left pins, points, knives, and other trifling things, and de- 
parted without taking or hurting any thing, and lb came aboard, and hoiltqji.fail, and 
palled forwards. 

But being fcarce out of the fight thereof, there fell fuch a fog and hideous mift, 
that we could not fee one another ; whereupon we ftruck our drums, and founded 
our trumpets, to the end we might keep together, and fo continued .all that day and 
night, till the next day that the mill: broke up, fo that we might eafily perceive all 
the Ihips thus failing together all that day until the next day, being the 22d of the 
lame ; on which day we faw an infinite number of ice, from the which we call: about, 
to fiiun the danger thereof. 

But one of our finall barks, named the Michael, whofe captain was Mailer Kinderflie, 
the mailer Bartholomew Bull, loll our company, infomuch that we could not obtain 
the fight of her many days after ; of whoni I mean to fpeak further anon, when occa- 
fion lliall be minillercd, and opportunity ferve. I’hus wc continued in our courfe until 
the 2d of July, on which day we fell with the Queen’s Foreland, where jve faw fo much 
fee, that we thought it impolTible to get into the llreights ; yet at the lall we gave the ad- 
venture, and entered the ice. 

Being amonglt it, wc faw the Michael, of whom I fpake before, accompanied with the 
Judith, whofe captain was Mailer Fenton, the mailer Charles Jackman, bearing into 
the aforefaid ice, far dillant from us, who in a llorm that fell that prefent night, 
(whereof I will at large, God willing, difeourfe hereafter,) were fevered from us, and 
being in, wandered up and down the llreights amongll the ice, many days in great 
peril ; till at the lall (by the Providence of God) they came fafely to harbour in their 
wilhed port, in hhe Countefs of Warwick’s Souird, the 20th of July aforefaid, ten 
days before any of the (other Ihips. Who going on Ihore, found where the peopfe 
of the country had been, and had hid their provifion in great heaps of llones, 
being both of flellt and filh, which they had killed : whereof we alfo found great 
ftore in other places after our arrival. I'hcy found alfo divers engines, as bows, 
flings and darts. They found likewife certain pieces of the pinnace, which our 
general left there the year before, which pinnace he had funk, minding to have it 
again the next year. 

Now feeing 1 have entreated fo much of the Judith and the Michael, I will return 
to the reft of the other Ihips, and will fpeak a little of the llorm that fell, with the 
milhaps that we had, the night that we put into the ice ; w'hereof I made mention 
before. 

At the firll entering into the ice at the mouth of the llreights, our paflage was very 
narrow and difficult^; but being once got in, wc had a fair open place without an\ ice 
for the molt part, being a league, the ice being round about us and inclofing us, "as it 
were, within the pales of a park. In Avhich place, becaufe it was almoU night, we 
minded to take in our fails, and lie a hull all that night. But the llorm fo increafed, 
and the waves began to mount aloft, which brought the ice fo near us, and coming on 
fo fall upon us, that we were fain to bear in and out, w'here we might efpie an 
open place: Thus, the fee coming on us fo fall, w'e were in great dangei*, loekfe.g every 
hour for death. And (^us. palled we on in that great danger, feeing both ourfelves 
VOL. xn. 3T md 
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and the reft of our ftiips fo troubled and toffed amongft the ice, that it would make th^. 
ftroflgeft heartito relent. ’ > - 

At the laft the bark IMonyfe, being but a weak fhip, and bruifed afore amongft the 
■ ice, being fo leaky that no longer ilie could tarry above the water, funk without fav» 
ing any of the goods which were within her ; which fight fo abafhed the whole fleet, 
that we thought verily that we Ihould have tafted of the fame fauce. But neverthelefs, 
we feeing them in fuch great danger, manned our boats and faved all the men in fuch 
wife, that not one periftied, God be thanked. 

The ftorm ftill increafed, and the ice inclofed us, fo that we were fain to take down 
top and top-mafts ; for the ice had fo environed us, that we could fee neither land nor 
fea, as far as we could ken ; fo that we were fain to cut our cables to hang over-board 
for fenders, fomewhat to eafe the fhip’s fides from the great and dreary ftrokes of 
the ice ; fome with capftan bars, fume fending off with oars, fome with planks 
of two inches thick, which were broken imm^iately with the force of the ice; 
fome going out upon the ice to bear it off with their Ihoulders from the fliips. 
But the rigoroufnefs of the tefnpeft was fuch, and the force of the ice fo great, 
that not only they burft and fpoiled the aforelaid provifion, but likewife fo raifed 
the fides of the fhips, that it was pitiful to behold, and caufed the hearts of many 
to faint. 

Thus we continued all that difmal and lamentable night plunged in this perplexity, 
looking for inftant death ; but our God (who never leaveth them dellitute which 
faithfully call upon him, although he often punilheth for amendment fake), in the 
morning caufed the wind to ceafe, and the fog, which all that night lay on the face 
of the wrater, to clear ; fo that we might perceive about a mile from us, a certain 
place clear from any ice, to the which with an eafy breath of wind, which our God 
fent us, we bent ourfelves. And furthermore, he provided better for us than we de* 
ferved or hoped for ; for when we were in the aforefaid clear place, he fent us a frelb 
gale at weft,, or at W. S. W. which fet us clear without all the ice. And further 
he added more, for he fent us fo pleafant a day, as the IHie we had not of a long time 
before, as after punifliment confolation. 

Thus we joyful wights being at liberty, took in all our fails and lay a hull, praying 
God for our deliverance, and ftayed to gather together our fleet ; which once being 
done, we feeing that none of them had any great hurt, neither any of them wanted, 
faving only they of whom I fpake before, and the fliip which was loft ; then at the laft 
we hoifted our fails, and lay beating off and on, till fuch time as it would pleafe God to 
take away the ice that we might get into the ftreights. 

And as we thus lay off and on, we came by a marvellous huge mountain of ice, 
which furpafled all the reft that ever we faw ; for we judged it to be near four-fcore 
fathoms above water, and we thought it to be aground for any thing that we could 
perceive, being there ninefcore fathoms deep, and of compafs about half a mile. 

Alfo the 5th of July there fell a hideous fog and mill, that continued till the 19th 
of the fame ; fo that one Ihip could not fee another. Therefore we were fain to bear 
R fmall fail, and to obferve the time ; but there run fuch a current of a tide, that it 
fet us to the N. W. of the Queen’s Foreland, the backfide of all the ftrdghts ; where 
(through the contagious fog, having no flght either of fun or ftar) we fcarce knew 
whare we were. In this fog the j oth of July, we loft the company of the vice^dmiral, 
the Anne Francis, the Buffe of Bridgewater, and the Francis ofFoy. 

’Has 16th day, one of oi» fmall barks, named the Gabriel,<;iira8 fent by our general 
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to bear in with the land to defcry it ; where bemg on land, they met with the people 
of the country, which feemed very humane and civil, and offAed to traiPlc with our 
men, proffering them fowls and (kins for knives and other trifles, whofe courtefy caufed 
us to think that they had final 1 converfation with other of the ftreights.^ 

Then we bareback again to go with the Queen’s Foreland, and the 18th day we 
came by two iflands whereon we went on fliore, and found where the people had becnj 
but %ve faw none of them. This day we were again in the ice, and like to be in as 
great peril as we were at firll ; for through the darknefs and* obfcurity of the foggy 
mill, we were almoft run on rocks and iflands before we faw them. But God (evert 
rniraculoufly) provided for us, opening the fogs that we might fee clearly, both where 
and in what danger we prefently were, and alfo tlic W'ay to efcapc^ or’elfe without fail 
we had ruinoufly run upon the rocks. ^ 

Wlien we knew perfectly our inftant cafe we caff about to get again on fea-board ; 
which, God be thanked, by night we obtained, and praifed God. The clear contmued 
fcarce an hour, but the fog fell tigtiin as thick as ever it was. 

Then the Rear-admiral and the Bear got themfdves clear without danger of ice and 
rocks, ftruok their fails and lay a hull, llayiiig to have the rell of the fleet come forth, 
which as yet had not found the right way to clear themfelves from the danger of 
rocks and ice, until the next morning, at what time the Admiral difeharged certain 
warning pieces to give notice that flie had efcaped, and that die reft (by 'following her) 
might let theml'elvcs free, which they did that day. 

'J'hen having gathered ourfelves together, we proceeded on our purpofed voyage, 
bearing oft’ and keeping ourfelves diftant from the coaft till the 19th day of July ; at 
which time the fogs brake up and difperlcd, fo that we might plainly and clearly 
behold the pleafant air, which fo long had been taken from us, by the obfcurity of the 
foggy mills ; and after that time w^e were not much encumbered therewith, until we had 
left the confines of the country. 

Then we efpying a fair found, fuppofed it to go into the ftreights between theQueen's 
Foreland and Jackman’s Sound, which proved as we imagined, for our general fent 
forth the Gabriel to difeover it, who paffed through with much difliculty, for there 
ran fuch an extrenih current of a tide, with fuch a horrible gulph, that with a frefh 
gale of wind they were fcarcely able to Hem it j yet at the length with great travail 
they paffed it, and came to the ftreights, where they met with the Thomas Allen, the 
Thomas of Ipfwich, and the Buffe of Bridgewater ; who altogether ventured to bear 
into the ice again, to fee if they could obtain their wilhed port. But they were fo 
encumbered that with much difliculty they were able to get out again, yet at the laft 
they efcaping, the Thomas Allen and the Gabriel bare in with the wellern Ihore, 
where they found harbour, and there moored their Ihips until the 4th of Auguft, at 
which time they came to us in the Countefs of Warwick’s Sound. The Thomas of 
Ipfwich caught a great leak, which caufed her to call again to fea-board, and fo was 
mended. . 

We failed along Hill by the coaft, until we came to the Queen’s Foreland, at the 
point whereof we met with part of the gulph aforefaid, which place or gulph (as fome 
of our mailers do credibly report) doth flow nine hours, and ebbs but three. At that 
point we difeovered certain lands fouthward, which neither time nor opportunity 
would ferve to fearch. Then being come to the mouth of the ftreights we met with 
the Anne Francis, who had lain bulting up and down ever fmee her efep^ture alone, 
never finding any of heF^company. We met then alfo the Francis of Foy, witH whom 
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again we intended to venture and get in, but the ice was yet fo thick, that we were com- 
pelled again to retire, aM get us on fea-board. ’ 

There fell alfo the fame day, being the 26th of July, fuch an horrible fnow, that it lay 
a foot thick updh the hatches, which froze as it fell. 

We had alfo at other times divers cruel ftorms, both of fnow and hail, which mani- 
feftly declared the diftemperature of the countiy. Yet for all that we w'ere fo many 
^ times repulfed and put back from our purpofe, knowing that lingering delay was not 
profitable for us, but hurtful to our voyage, we mutually contented to our valiant gene- 
ral once again, to give the onfet. 

'J’he c8lh therefore of the faid July we ellltycd, and whh little trouble (God be 
praifed) we jvafied the dangers by day-light. 'llien night falling on the face of the 
earth, we hulled in the cleiy:, till the cheerful light of the day had chafed away the 
noifome darknefs of the night ; at which time we fet forward toward our wiflied port : 
by the 30th day we obtauied our expefted defire, where we found the Judith and the 
Michael ; which brought no fmail joy unto the general, and great confolation to the 
heavy hearts of thofe wearied wights. 

The 30th day of July we brought ourfhips into the Coimtefs of Warwick’s Sound, 
and moored them ; namely, thefe fhips, the Admiral, the Rear-admiral, the Ji’rancis of 
Foy, the Bear, Armenel, the Salomon, and the Bufl’e of Bridgewater ; which being done, 
our general commanded us all to come alhore, upon the Countefs’s Ifland, where he fet ' 
his miners to work upon the mine, giving charge with expedition to difpatch with 
their lading. 

Our general himfelf, accompanied wfith his gentlemen, divers times made roads 
into fundry parts of the country, as well to find new mines, as alfo to find out and fee 
the people of the country. He found out one mine upon an illand by Bear’s Sound, 
and named it the Countefs of Sufl'ex Ifland. One other was found in Winter’s For- 
nace, with divers others, to which the fhips w'crc fent funder I y to be laden. In the fame 
roads he met with divers of the people of the country at fundry times, as once at a place 
called David’s Sound ; w'ho fhot at our men, and very defpcrately gave them the on- 
fel, being not above three or four in number, there being of our countrymen abtn e 
a dozen ; but feeing ;hcmfelves not able to prevail, they took themfelves to flight ; 
whom our men purfued, but being not ufed to fuch craggy clifl's, they foon loll the fight 
of them, and fo in vain returned. 

We alfo faw of them at Pear’s bound, both by fea and land in great companies ; but 
they would at all times keep the. water between them and us. And if any of our fhips 
chanced to be in the Sound, (as they came divers times becaufe the harbour was not 
very good, ) the fhip laded and departed again ; then fo long as any lliips were in fight, the 
people would not be feen. But when as they perceived the fhips to be gone, they would 
not only fliew themfelves Handing upon high clifl's, and call us to come over unto them, 
but alfo would come in their l)oats very near to us, as it were to brag at us ; whereof 
our general having advertifement, lent for the captains and gontlejiieii of the fl'ips, to 
accompany and attend upon him, with the captain alfo of the Anne I'Vancis, who was 
but the night before come unto us ; for they and the Fleebote having iofl us the 
26th day in the great fnow, put into an harlx)ur in the Oucen’s Foreland, where they 
found good ore, wherewith they laded themfelves, and came to feek the general ; fo 
that now we nad all our fhips, faving one bark which was loft, and the Thomas of 
Ipfwici^^ who (,gompelled by what fury I know not) forfook our company, and returned 
home without lading. 


Our 
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Our general, accompanied with his gentlemen (“of whom I fpake), came all together 
to the Countefs of Suffex Ifland, near to Bear Sound, where he manned out certain 
pinnaces, and went over to the people, who perceiving his arrival, fled away with all 
ipeed, and in hafte left certain darts, and other engines behind them, which we found ; 
but the people we could not find. 

The next morning, our general perceiving certain of them in boats upon the fea, 
gave chafe to them in a pinnace under fail, with a IVelh gale of wiiid, but could by 
no means come near unto them ; for the longer he failed, the farther off he was from 
them, which well fliewed their cunning and adivity. Thus, time wearing away, and 
the day of our departure approaching, our general commanded us to’ laile with all expe- 
dition, that we might be again on fea-board with our fhips ; ^)r whillt we were in the 
country, we were in continual danger of freezing in ; ibr often fnow and hail often 
falling, the w’ater was fo much frozen and congealed in the night, that in the morning 
we could fcarcc row^ our boats or pinnaces, efpocially in Dier’s Sound, which is a calm 
mid ftill water ; w'hich caufed our general to make the more hafte, fo that by the 30th 
day of Augull we were all laden and mad'^“ all things ready to depart. 

But before I proceed any further herein, to fliew what fortune befell our departure, 
I will turn my pen a little to M. Captain Fenton, and thofe gentlemen, which fhould 
have inhabited all the year in thofe countries, whofe valiant minds ^Vere much to be 
commended 5 for doubtlefs they had done as they intended, if luck had not withftood 
their willingnefs. 

For the bark Dionyfe, which was loft, had in her much of their houfe which was 
prepared and fliould have been builded for them, with many other implements. Alfo 
the 'i'homas of Ipfwich, which had moft of their provifion in her, came not into the 
ftreights at all, neither did wc fi'c her fince the day w'e were feparated in the great 
fnow, of which I fpake befi^re. For thefc caufes, having not their houfe nor yet pro- 
vifion, they wore difajipointcd of their pretence to tarry, and therefore laded their Ihips, 
and fo came away with us. 

Rut before wc took (hipping, we builded a little houfe in the Countefs of Warwick’s 
liland, and garnilhed it with many kind of trifles, as pins, paints, laces, glail’es, combs,, 
babes on horfebac^ and on foot, with innumerable other fuch fancies and toys j thereby 
to allure and entice the people to ibme familiarity againll other year-.. 

Thus having finifhed all things, wc departed the country, as I faid before ; but 
becaufe the Bufl’e had not lading enough in her, fhe put into Bear’s Sound, to take in a 
little more. In the meanwhile the Admiral, and the reft without at fea (fayed for her. 
And that night fell fuch an outrageous tempeft, beating on our (liips with fuch vehement 
rigour, that anchor and cable availed nought ; for we were driven on rocks and iflands 
of ice, infomuch that f had not the great goodnels of God been miraculoufly (liewed to 
us) we had been caff aw'ay every man. This clanger was more doubtful and terrible 
than any that preceded or went before, for there was nut any one fliip(l think)that efcaped 
without damage. Borne loft anchor and alfo cables, Ibme boats, Ibme pinnaces, fome 
anchor, cable, boats, and pinnaces. 

This boifterous ftorm lb fevered us one from another, that one (liip knew not what 
was become of another. The Admiral knew not where to find the Vice-admiral or Rear- 
admiral, or any other fliip of our company. Our general being on laud in Bear’s-- ' 
Sound, coyld not come to his (liip, but was compelled to go aboard the.GabisicI, where- 
be continued all the way, homeward (w'hich was God’s favour towards us), will we,, 
nill we, in fuch hafte, as not any one of us were able to keep in company with other,. 

but 
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but were feparated. And if by chance any one ffup did overtake other, by fwlftnefs 
of fail, or met, as they ofitai did, yet was the rigour of the wind fo hideous, that they 
dould not continue company together the fpace of one whole night. 

Thus our journey outward was not fo pleafant, but our coming thither, entering the 
coafts and country, by narrow ftreights, perilous icc, and fwift tides, our times of abode 
there in fnow and ftorms, and our departure from thence the 31ft of Auguft, with 
dangerous blullering winds and tempelts, which that night arofe, was as uncomfortable ; 
feparating us fo as we failed, that not any of us met together until the 28 th of Sep- 
tember, which day we fell on tlie Englifli coafts, between Scilly and the Land’s-end, 
and palTed the channel, until our arrival in the river of Thames. 


The Report of Thomas fFiars, Pajfenger in the EmanueU othcrwife called the Bujfe of 
Bridgewater, wherein James Leech was Mqfler, one of the Ships in the lajl Voyage of 
MaJtcrMartin Frobifher, 1 578, concerning the Difeovery of a great IJland in their Way 
homeward, the 1 2 th of September. 

\ 

T he Bufle of Bridgewater was left in Bear’s Sound at Meta Incognita, the 2d 
day of September, behind the fleet m fome diftrefs, through much w'ind, riding 
near the lee-fhore, and forced there to ride it out upon the hazard of her cables and 
anchors, which were all a-ground but two. The 3d of September being fair weather, 
and the wind N. N. W. flie fet fail and departed thence, and fell with Frizeland on 
the 8th day of September at fix of the clock at night, and then they fet off from the S.W. 
point of Frizeland, the wind being at eaft and £. S. £. but that night the wind 
veered foutherly, and fliifted oftentimes that night ; but on the 1 oth day in the morn- 
ing, the wind at W. N. W. fair weather, they fleered S. E. by S. and continued that 
courfe, until the 1 2th day of September, when about eleven of the clock before noon, 
they deferied a land which was from them about five leagues, and the fouthermoft part 
of it was S. £. by £. from them, and the northermoft next N. N.*E. or N. E. The 
mafter accounted that the S. E. point of Frizeland was from him at that inftant, when 
he firft deferied this new illand N. W. by N. 50 leagues. They account this ifland 
to be 25 leagues long, and the longeft way'of it S. E. and N. W. The fouthern part 
of it is in the latitude of 57 degrees and one fecond part, or thereabout. They 
continued in fight of it from the 12th day at eleven of the clock, till the 13th day at 
three of the clock in the afternoon, when they left it, and the laft part they faw of it, bare 
from them N. W. by N. There appeared two harbours upon that coaft ; the greateft 
of them feven leagues to the northwards of the fouthermoft point, the other but 
four leagues. There was very much ice near the fame land, and alfo 20 or 30 
leagues from it, for they were not clear of ice till the 15 th day /of September after- 
noon. They plied their voyage homewards, and fell with the weft part of Ireland 
about Galway, and had firft fight of it on the 25th day of September. 


CAPTAIN 



( s** ) 


CAPTAIN FROBISHER’S FIRST VOYAGE. 

|[ANOTnER ACCOUNT*.]] 

O UR general, Captain Frobiflier, being thoroughly furniflied of the knovi^eclge of 
the fphere, and all other flcills appertaining to the art of navigation, as alfo of 
the confirmation he hath of the fame by many years experience both by fea and land, 
and being perfuaded of a new and nearer paflage to Cataya than by Capo de Buona 
Speran9a, which the Portugals yearly ufe ; he began firll with himfelf to devife, and 
then with his friends to confer, and laid a plain plot unto them, thaf that voyage was 
not only poflible by the N. W., but alfo he could prove, eafy to*be performed. And 
further he determined and refolved with himfelf, to go make full proof thereof, and 
to accomplilh or bring true certificate of the truth, or elfe never to return again ; 
knowing this to be the only thing of the world that was left yet undone, whereby a 
notable mind might be made famous and fortunate. But although his will were great 
to perform this notable voyage, whereof he had conceived in his mind a great hope, 
by fundry fure reafons and fecret intelligence, which here for fundry caufes I leave 
untouched, yet he wanted altogether means and ability to fet forward and perform 
the fame. Long time he conferred with his private friends of thefe feirets, and made 
alfo many offers for the performing of the fame in effeft unto fundry merchants of our 
country, above fifteen years before he attempted the fame, as by good witnefs fhall well 
appear, (albeit fome evil willers which challenge to themfelves the fruit of other men’s 
labours, have greatly injured him, in the report of the fame, faying that they have been 
the firft. authors of that aftion, and that they have learned him the way, which them- 
felves as yet have never gone) ; but perceiving that hardly he was hearkened unto of 
the merchants, which never regard virtue without fure, certain, and prefent gains, he 
repaired to the court (from whence, as from the fountain of our common wealth, all 
good caufes have their chief increafe and maintenance), and there laid open to many 
great eftates and learned men the plot and fum of his device. And amongff many 
honourable minds yrhich favoured his honeft and commendable enterprife, he was 
fpecially bound and beholden to the Right Honourable Ambrofe Dudley Earl of 
Warwick, whofe favourable mind and good difpofition hath always been ready to 
countenance and advance all honeft actions with the authors and executors of the fame; 
and fo by means of my lord’s honourable countenance he received fome comfort of 
his caufe, and by little and little, with no fmall expcnce and pain, brought his caufe 
to fome perfeftion, and had drawn together fo many adventurers, and fuch fums of 
money as might well defray a reafonable charge to fumifh himfelf to fea withal. 

He prepared two fmall barks of twenty and five and twenty tons a piece, wherein he 
intended to accomplilh his pretended voyage. Wherefore, being furnilhed with the 
forefaid two barks, and one fmall pinnace of ten tons burthen, having therein viftuals 
and other neceffaries’ for twelve months provifion, he departed upon the faid voyage 
from Blackwall the 15 th of June, Anno Domini 1576. 

One of the barks wherdn he went was named the Gabriel, and the other the 
Michael ; and failing N. W. from England, upon the 1 ith of Ibly he had fight of an 
high and ragged land, which he judged to be Frizeland {whereof fome authors have 
made mention), but durft not approach the fame, by reafon of the grejt l^ore of ice 
that lay along the coaft, ^ ||^e great mills that troubled them not a little. Not &x 

* Hakluyt, vul. iii. p. £7. 
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from thence he loft company of hi^ froaH pinnace, which by means of the great ftorm 
he fuppofed to be'fwallowed up of the Tea, wherein he loft only four men. 

Alfo the other bark named the Michael, miftrufting the matter, conveyed thitmfelves 
privily away from him, and returned home with great report that he was caft away. 

The worthy captain, notwithftanding thefe difcomforts, although his maft was 
fprung,|and his topmaft blown overboard with extreme foul weather, continued his 
courfe towards the N.W., knowing that the fea at length muft needs have an ending, 
and that fonie land fhould have a beginning that way ; and determined therefore at 
.the leaft to bring true proof what land and fea the fame might be fo far to the north- 
weftwards, beyond any man that hath heretofore difeovered. And the 20th of July he had 
fight of an high land, which he called Queen Elizabeth’s Foreland ; after her Majefty’s 
name. And failing more northerly along that coaft, he deferied another foreland, 
with a great gut, bay, or paffage, dividing as it were two main lands or continents 
afunder. There he met with ftore of exceeding great ice all along this coaft, and 
coveting ftill to continue his courfe to the northwards, was always by contrary winds 
detained overthwart thefe ftrmghts, and could not get beyond. Within few days aftet', 
he perceived the ice to be well confumed and gone, either there ingulphed in by fome 
fwift currents or indrafts, carj-ied more to the fouthwards of the fame ftreights, or elfe 
conVOTed fome other way ; wherefore he determined to make proof of this place, to fee 
how far that gut had continuance, and whether he might carry himfelf through the , 
fame into fome open fea on the backfide, whereof he conceived no fmall hope, and fo 
entered the fame the 21ft day of July, and pafled above fifty leagues therein, as he 
reported, having upon either hand -a great main or continent. And that land upon his 
right hand as he failed weftward, he judged to be the continent of Afia, and there to 
be divided from the firm of America, which lieth upon the left hand over againft the 
fame. 

This place he named after his name, Frobiftier’s Streights, like as Magellanus at the 
S.W. end of the world, having difeovered the paflage to the South Sea, (where 
America is divided from the continent of that land which lictli under the fouth pole), 
and called the fame ftreights, Magelhine’s Streights. 

After he liad pafled 60 leagues into this forefaid ftreight, he went afliore, and found 
figns where fire had been made. 

He faw mighty deer which feemed to be mankind, which ran at him, and hardly he 
cfcaped with his life in a narrow' way, where he was fain to ufe defence and policy to 
five his life. 

In this place he faw and perceived fundry tokens of the people’s reforting thither. 
And being alhore upon the top of a hill, he perceived a number of final] things 
fleeting in the fea afar oil', which he fuppol'ed to be porpoifes or feals, or fome kind 
of ftrange fifli ; but coming nearer he difeovered them to be men in fmall boats made 
of leather. And before he could defeend down from the hill, certain of thofe people 
had almoft cut off his boat from him, having ftolen fecretly behind the rocks for that 
purpofe, where he fpeedily hafted to his boat ; and went himleJf to his halberd, and 
narrowly efcaped the danger and laved his boat. Afterwards he had fundry conferences 
with them, and they c^e aboard his fliip, and brought him falraon, and raw flefti an4' 
fifli, and greedily devOTHed the fame before our men’s faces. And to fhew their agility, 
-they tried many mafteries iipon the ropes of the fliip after our mariners fafllion, and 
appeared to be very ftrong of their arms, and nimble of their bodies. They qyechanged 
coats of feals, and bear Ikins, and fnch like, with our mefn^} received bells,, looking* 
cflaftes, and -dither toys, in recompence thereof again. After great cpnrtefjet aj^d hiany 
’ *7 meetings. 
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meetings, our mariners, contrwy to their captain’s direftibn, began more eafily to ttuft 
them I and five of our men going alhdre w*e %y them intercepted with their boat, 
and w^re never fmce heard of to this day again ; fo that the captain being deftitute of 
boat, bark, and all company, had fcarcely fufficient number to condudt back 1^* bark- 
again. He could now neither convey himfelf alhore to refcue his men (if Ke had been 
able), for want of a boat ; and again the fubtle traitors were fo wary, as ^ey would 
after that never come within our men’s danger. The captain notwithllanding, defirous 
to bring fome token from thence of his being there, was greatly difcontented that he 
had not before apprehended fome of them ; and therefore to deceive the deceivers, he 
wrought a pretty policy ; for knowing well how they greatly delighted in our toys, and 
efpecially in bells, he rang a pretty low bell, making figns that he would give him 
the lame that would come and fetch it. And becaufe they would not come within his 
dungt r for fear, he flung one bell unto them, which of purpofe he threw fliort, that it 
might fall into the fea and be loft. And to make them more greedy of the matter, he 
rang a louder bell, fo that in the end one of them came near the Ihip’s fide to receive 
the bell, which when he thought to take at the captain’s hand, he was hereby taken 
himfelf'; lor the captain being readily provided, let the bell fall, and caught the man 
fall, and pliickcd him with main force, boat and all, into his bark out of the fea. Where- 
upon wl'ion he found himfelf in captivity, for very choler and difdain he bit his Ibngue 
in twain wltfiin Lis mouth ; notwithllanding he died not thereof, but lived until he 
came in England, and then he died of cold wfiich he had taken at fea. 

Now with this new prey (which was a fufficient witnefs of the captain’s far and tedious 
travel towards the unknown parts of, the world, as did well appear by this ftrange 
infidel, whofe like was never feen, read, nor heard of before, and whofe language was 
neither known nor underflood of any), the faid Captain Frobiflier returned homeward, 
and -arrived in Engiand in Harwich the 2d of Oftober following, and thence came to 
London 1576, where he was highly commended of all men for his great and notable 
attempt, but fpecially famous for the great hope he brought of the palTage to Cataya. 

And it is efpecially to be remembered, that at their firft arrival in thofe parts, there lay 
fo great ftore of ice all the coaft along fo thick together, that hardly his boat could 
pafs uiuo the fhore* At length, after divers attempts, he commanded his company, if by 
any poflible means they could get afliore, to bring him whatfoever thing they could firft 
find, whether it were living or dead, flock or lione, in token of Chrillian polfeffion, 
which thereby he took in behalf of the Queen’s moft excellent majefly, thinking that 
thereby he might juftily' the having and enjoying of the fame things that grew in thefe 
unknown parts. 

Some of his company brought flowers, fome green grafs, and ofte brought a piece of 
black ftone, much like to a fea-coal in colour, which by the weight feemed to be 
fome kind of metal or mineral. This was a thing of no account in the judgment of 
' the captain at firft fight, and yet for novelty it was kept in refpeft of the place from 
whence it came. 

After his arrival m.London, being demanded of fundry of his friends what thing he 
had brought them home out of that country, he had nothing left to prefent them 
||(rithal, but a piece of this black ftone. And it fortuned a ^ntleworaan, one of the 
adventurers’ wives, to have a piece thereof, which by chance flmhrew and burned in the 
fire^ fo long, that at the length being taken forth, and quenched in a little vinegar, it 
glitteredjjvith a bright marcafite of gold. Whereupon the matter being, caUe^i*^ 
queftion, it Vas brougl;|| tO||^rtain gold-frners ; in London to, make an eiiay thereof, 
whof gave out that it held gold, and that very vichly for the' quantity. Afterwards th? . 
voju. XII. * 30 fame 
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fame gold^finers promifed gr«!t\t matters thereof if there w«e any (lore to be found, 
and offered theinfelves to adventure "for the fearching of thiSfe parts from whence the 
fame was brought. Some that had great hope of the matter, fought fecretly to. have a 
icafe at -her Majefty’s hands of thofe places, whereby to enjoy the mafs of fo great a 
public profit unto their f)w'n private gains. 

In conclufion : Tlie hope of more of the fame gold Ore to be found, kindled a greater 
opinion in the hearts of many, to advance the voyage again. Whereupon, prepa« 
ration was made for a new voyage againfl the year following, and the captain more 
fpecially direfted by commiffion for the fearching this gold ore, than for the fearching 
any further difeovery of the paffage. And being well accompanied with divers refolut*.' 
and forw'ard gentlthuen, her Majefly then lying at the Right Honourable the Lord of 
Warwick’s houfe in Ellex, he came to take his leave, and killing her Highnefs’s hands, 
with gracious countenance and comfortable words departed towards his charge. 


irue Report of fitch 7 'hhigs as happened in the fccoad Voyap;e of Captain Frobifher, 
pretended for the Difeovery of a new Pajfagc to Cataya, China, and the Eajl Indies, 
by 'the Idorih-wcjl. Ann. Dom. 1577. 

TjEING furniflied with one tall fliip of her Majeiiy’s, named the Aide, of two hundred 
tons, and two other fmall barks, the one named the Gabriel, the otlicr the 
Michael, about 30 tons a-piece, being fitly appointed with tnen, anmivmition, victuals, 
and all things neceffary for the voyage, the faid Captain Frobifher, with the reft of his 
company, came aboard his fliips riding at Blackw'all, intending (with God’s help) to 
take the firft wuid and tide ferving him, the 25th day of May, in the year of our Lord 
God 1577. 

The names of fuch gentlemen as attempted this difeovery, and the number of foldiers 
and mariners in each mip, as followeth : 

Aboard the Aide, being Admiral, were the number of 100 men of all forts, 
whereof 30 or more were gentlemen and foldiers, the reft fufficient ind tall failors. 

Aboard the Gabriel, being Vice-Admiral, were in all 18 perfons, whereof fix were 
foldiers, the reft mariners. 

;^Ufoard the Michael were 1 6 perfons, whereof five were foldiers, the reft mariners. 

Aboard the Aide, was, 

General of the whole company for her Majefty - Marlin Frobifher. 

His l.ieutenant - ... . George Belt. 

His Enfign - - . . . Richard Philpot. 

Corporal of the Shot - - - - h’rancis Forder. 

(Henry Carew. 

Edmu;id Stafl'ord. 

John Lee. 

M. Ilarvy. 

The reft of the gentlemen Mathew Kinorfley. 

Abraham Lins. 

Robert Kimierfley. 

Francis Brakedbviiry. 

Armihow. 

The 
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TheMafter ^ - Chriftopher Hall, 

The Mate - ► » ■ » Charles Jackmaiu 

The Pilot . - - - - Andrew Dter, 

‘ The Mafter Gunner , - - . Richard Cox. 

Aboard the Gabriel, was. 

Captain . - - - . Edward Fenton. 

One gentleman .... William Tamfiekl. 

The Mafter - . - . . William Smith. 

Aboard tb.e Michael, was, 

Captain - , - * - - Gilbert Yorkc. 

One gentleman - - - - Thontas Chainbcrlaine. 

The Mafter - - . . James Bcare. 

On Whit runclay, being the 26th of May. Anno 1577, early in the morning, \ 
weighed aiiclior at Blackwall, and fell tliat tiile down to Gravefeitd, where we 1 
mained until Mnndtiy at night. 

On Monday morning, the 27th of Ma), aboard tlie uViJe we received all the com- 
munion by the minifter ofGravefend, and prepared us as good Chriftians towards God, 
and refolute men lor all loriunes ; and towards night we departed to TilberyHope. 

Tuefday the 28th, about nine o’clock at night, we arrived at Harwich in Eflex, and 
there flayed lor the taking in of certain victuals, until Friday the 31ft, during which 
time came letters from the Lords of the Council, llraitly commanding our General, 
not to exceed his complentent and number a])pointed him, w'hich was 120 perfons ; 
whereupon he difeharged many proper men, wliich with unwilling minds departed. 

He alfo difmifl'cd ;dl his condemned men, which he thought for fome purpofe^ very- 
needful for the voyage, and towards night, upon Friday the 31 ft of May, w'e fet fail ani 
put to the feas again. And failing northward along the call coafls of England and 
Scotland, the 7th day of June we arrived in St. Magnus Sound in Orkney Iflands, called 
in Latin Orctides, and came to anchor on the ftmtli fide of the bay, and this place is 
reckoned from Blackwall, where we fet fail lirft, leagues. ’'•* 

Here our company going on land, the inhabitants of thefe iflands began to fleb as 
from the enemy, whereupon the lieutenant willed every man to ftay together, and vyent 
himfelf unto their houfes to declare what we were, and the caufe of our coming thither, 
which being underftood, after their poor manner they friendly entreated us, and brought 
us for our money fuch things as they had. And he?e our gold-finers found a rhipf > of 
filver. 

Orkney is the principal of the ifles of the Orcadcs, and ftandeth in the latitude of 
59 deg. and a half. The country is much fubjctl to cold, anfwerable for fuch a 
climate, and yet yieldeth fome fruits, and fufticient maintenance for the people 
contented fo poorly to live. ./ 

There is plenty ^nough of poultry, ftotjc of eggs, fifli, and fowl. 

For their bread they have oaten cakes, and their driirk is ewes’ milk, and in fome 
parts ale. 

Their houfes are but poor without, and fluttilh enough within, and the people in 
nature thereunto agreeable ; for their fire they burn heath and turf, the country in 
moft paijs being void of wood. 

They ifeve great want of leather, and defire our old ihoes, apparej, ayd«oId ropes 
(before money^, for .t|j^ir;|(|fluals, and yet are they not ignorant of tiie. Value of our 

The c|uef; town IS called Kyrway. 
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In this iffland*hath ^Jten foiuetime an abbey, or a reli^us houfe, called Saint 
Magi^ius, be^ On the weft fide of the ille, whereof the found beareth name, through 
which we pau^. Their governor, or chief lord, is called the Lord Robert Stewart, 
who at pur being there, as we underltood, wag in durance at Edinburgh, by the Regent’s 
comtnandment of Scotland. 

After we had provided us here of matter fufficient for our voyage, the 8 th of June 
we fet fail again, and palling through Saint Magnus Sound, having a merry wind by 
night, came clear and loft fight of all the land, and keeping our courfe W. N. W. by 
the fpace of two days, the wind flilfted upon us, fo that we lay in traverfe on the Teas, 
with contrai'y winds, making good (as near as we could^ our couife to the weftward* and 
^fometimc to the northward, as the w ind Ihifted. And hereabout we met with three fail of 
EngHfti fifliermen from ill-land, bound homeward, by w'hoin we wrote our letters unto 
our friends in England. "iVe traverl'ed thefe leas by the I'pace of 26 days without any 
fjght of land, and met with much drift wood, and whole bodies of trees. We faw 
many mouftrous fillies, and ftranp;e fowls, which fecined to live only by the fea, being 
there fo far diftant from any land. At length God favoured us with more pi^perous 
winds, anti after w e had failed four days, with good wind in the poop, the 4th of July, 
the Michael being foremoft a-hcad, lliot olF a piece of ordnance, and llruck all her fails, 
fuppofing that they del'cried land, wdiich by reafon of the thick mills, they could not 
make perfefl j howbeit, as well our account, as alfo the great alteration of the water, 
which became more black and fmooth, did plainly declare we were not far olF the 
coaft. Our general fent his mailer aboard the Michael (who had been with him 
the year before), to bear in with the place to make proof thereof, who deferied not the 
land perfefl, but faw fundry huge iflands of ice, which w^c deemed to be not pall 1 2 
leagues from the Ihore, for about ten of the clock at night, being the 4th of July, the 
weather being more clear, w'e made the land perfl-H, and knetv it to be Frifeland. And. 
the height being taken here, w^c found ourfelves to be in the latitude of 60 degrees and 
a half, and were fallen with the fouthernmoft point of this land. 

This Frifeland fiieweth a ragged and high land, having the mountains almoft 
coyered over with fnow, along the coaft full of drjft ice, and feeineth almoft in- 
acceflible, and is thought to he an iftaiid in bignefs not inferior t» Fngland, and is 
cadkfi offome authors Weft Frifeland, I think becuufe it lyeth more weft tlian any part 
of Europe. It extendeth in latitude very far to the northward, as feeined to us, and 
appeareth by a defeription fet tmi by two brethren, Venetians, Nicholaus and 
An^onius Zeni, who being driven olF from Ireland with a violent, tempeft, made 
fiiipwreck here, aiid were the firft known t’.hriftiaiis that difeovered this laud, about 
aoQ years fince, and they have in their fea-cards fet out every part thereof, and deferied 
* the condition of the inhabitants, declaring them to be as civil and religious people as we. 
And for fo much of this land as we have failed along, comparing their card with the 
ebaft, we find it very agreeable. This coaft feemeth to have good fifhing, for we 
lying becalmed, let fall a hook without any bait, and prefcntly caught a great fifli 
called a hollibur, who ferved the whole company for a day’s inegitl and is dangerous 
meat for furfeiting. And founding about five leagues off from the Ihore, our lead 
brought up in the tallow, a kind of coral almoft white, and fmall ftones as bright m 
, i^fta|» and it is not to be doubted but this land may be found very rich and benefidal, 
iffj,t vyc^ Mb oroughly difeoveriM, although we faw no creature there but little birds. It 
is a tpw»lous tiling to behold of what great bignefs and depth fome ifland* of ice be 
h&i,' . 7<>| ^ ome 80 fathom under yvater, befides ^t |yhach is abovei feemmg 

ifiands mole, thm half a mile in ciremt. All thefe ice are in ta^ and feeia^o 
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be' bred m the founds th^eaboijts, orjii fome land near the |)ole, and with the winds 
and tides are driven, along the coafts. We fohnd none of thefe iljands of ice fait in 
tafte, whereby it appeareth that they were not congealed of the ocean fea-water, which 
is always fait, but of fome ftandirig or littl# moving lakes or great frelh waters near the 
fhore, caufed either by melted fhovv from tops of mountains, or by continual accefs of 
frefli rivers from the land, and intermingling with the fea-water, bearing yet the dominion 
(by the force of extreme froft) may caule fome part of fait water to freeze fo with it, and 
fo feem a little brackifli, but otherwife the main fea freezeth not, and therefore there is 
no mare glaciak., or frozen fea, as the opinion hitherto bath been. Our general tried 
Landing here twice, but by the fudden fall of mifts (whereunto this coaft is much 
fubjed), he was like to lofe fight of his fhips, and being greatly endangered with the 
driving ice along the coaft, was forced aboard, and fain to furceafe his pretence till a 
better opportunity might ferve ; and having fpent four days and nights failing along this 
land, finding the coaft fubjed to fuch bitter’ cold and continual mifts, he .determinedt 
to fpend no more time therein, but to bear out his courfe towards the ftreights yallcd 
Frobifii^’s Streights, after the general’s name, who being the firft that ever palled beyond 
58 degrees to the northwards, for any thing that hath been yet known of certainty of 
Newfoundland, otherwife called the continent or firm land of America, difeovered the 
faid ftreights this laft year 1576. 

Between Krizelaml and the ftreights we had one great ftorm, wherein the Michael 
was fomewhat in danger, having her ftirrage broken, and her topmafts blown over- 
board, and being not pall fifty leagues Ihort of the ftreights by our account, we ftruck 
fail and lay a hull, fearing the continuance of the ftorm, the wind being at the N. E. 
and having loft company of the barks in that flaw of wind, we happily met again the 
17th day of July, having the evening before feen divers illands of fleeting ice, which 
gave an argument that we were not far from land. Our general in the morning from 
the main-fop (the weather being rcafonably clear) deferied land ; but to be bptter 
aflured, he fent the two barks two contrary courfes, whereby they might defery cither the 
South or North Foreland, the Aide lying oft’ and on at fea, with a fmall fail by an iiland 
of ice, which was the mark for us to mwt again together. And about noon,the weathet 
being more clear, we made the North Foreland perfedl, which otherwife is called Hall’s 
Ifland, and alfo a fmall ifland bearing the name of the faid Hall, whence the ore tyas 
taken up which Was brought into England this laft year 1576 j the faid Hall being 
prefent at the finding and taking up thereof, who was then mafter in the Gabriel with 
Captain Frobilher. At our arrival here, all the feas* 'about this coaft were fo covered 
over with huge quantity of great ice, that we thought thefe places might only deferve 
the name of Mare Glaciale, and be called the Icy tjea. 

This North Foreland is thought to be divided from the continent of the Northerland, 
by a little found called Hall’s Sound, which maketh it ait ifland, and is thought littlt 
lefs than the Ifle of Wight, and is the firft entrance of the ftreights upon the northWn 
fide, and ftandeth in the latitude of 62 degrees and 50 minutes. ’ God having bleffed 
us with fo happy a land-fall, we bare into the ftreights which run in next hand, and 
fomewhat further up to the northward, and came as near the fliore as we might for the 
ice ; and upon the 1 8th day of July, our general taking the gold-finers with him, 
attempted to go on fhore "vuth a fmall rowing pinnace, upon the fmall ifland where the 
ore was taken up, to prove whether there were any ftore thereof to be found j but he 
tsiMild not get, in all that ifland, a piece as big as a walnut, where the»fii‘ft*'^vp‘: foiipjd; 
But our men, which foyghtilie other iflands^heteabouts, found them all to have 
ftows of the ewe* whereupon our ireneral witBt thidfe cood . tidinars returned 
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about ten ^ die clock at flight, and was joyfully welcomed of the company, with a volley 
of fliot. He brought eggs, fowls, and a young feal aboard, which the company had 
killed aflipre ; and having found, upon thofe iflands, gins fet to catch fowl, and fticks 
‘hew cut, with other things, he well perceived, that, not long before, foine of the 
country people had reforted thither. 

Having therefore found thofe tokens of the people’s accefs in thofe parts, arid 
being in his frft voyage well acquainted with their fubtle and cruel difpofition, he 
provided well for his better fafety ; and on Friday the 19th of July, in the mornihg 
early, with his bell company of gentlemen and foldiers, to the number of 40 perfons, 
went on Ihore, as well to difeover the in-laiul and habitation of the people, as alfo to 
?fmd out I’ome fit harbour for our {hips ; anti palling towards the fltorc with no fmall 
difficulty, by roafon of the abundance of icc, which lay along the coall fo thick together, 
that hardly any paffiige thrf)ugh them might be difeovered, we arrived at length upon 
l^ie main of Hall’s greater Hland, and found there alfo, as well as in the other fmall 
iflands, good flore pf the ore. And leaving his boats here with fufficit^nt guard, we 
pafl'cd up into the country about twt) Engliffi niilc's, and recovered the top <sf a high 
hill, on the top whereof our men made; a column of crofs ftoncs, heaped up of a good 
height together, in good fort, and folemnly founded a trumpet, and laid certain prayers, 
kneeling about the enfign, and honoured the place with the name of Mount AVarwlck, 
in remembrance bf the Right Honourable Ambrofe Dudley, Earl of Warwick, whofe 
noble mind and good countenance in this, as in all other good actions, gave great 
encouragement and good furtherance. This done, ■we retired our companies, not 
feeing any thing here worthy of further difeovery ; the country feeming barren and full 
of ragged mountains, and in molt parts covered with fiiow . 

' And thus marching towards our boats, w'e deferied certain of the country people on 
the top of Mount Warwick, with a flag wafting us back again, and making great noife, 
with cries like the mowing of bulls, feeming greatly defirous of conference wifh us ; 
whereupon the general being tliercwith better acquainted, anfwered them again with 
the like cries ; whereat, and with the noife of our trumpets, they feemed greatly to 
rejoice, Ikipping, laughing, and dancing for joy. And hereupon we made ligns unto 
them, holding up two fingers, commanding two of our men to go apart from our com- 
pass, whereby they might do the like. So that forthwith tw'o of our men and two 
of theirs met together, a good fpace from company, neither party having their weapons 
about them. Our men gave ‘hem pins, and points, and fuch trifles as they had ; and 
they likewife bellowed on our mca two bow-cafes, and fuch things as they had. They 
earnellly defired our men to go up into their country, and our men offered them like 
kindnefs about our fliips, but neither part (as it feemed) admitted or trufted the others 
courtefy. Their manner of traffick is thus ; they do ufeto lay down of their merchan- 
dize upon the ground, fo much as they mean to part withal, and fo looking that the 
other party with whom they make trade, Ihould do the like, they themfelves do depart, 
and then, if they do like of their psirt, they come again, and take in exchange the 
others merchandife j otherwife, if they like not, they take their own and depart. The 
day being thus well near fpent, in hafte we retired our companies into our boats again, 
ipinding forthwith to fearch along the coall for feme harbour fit for our Ihips, for the ; 
prefent neceffity thereof was much, confidering that all this while they lay off and on 
between the two lands, being continually fubjedl, as well to great danger of fleeting 
ice, whi<^ enviconed them, as to the fudden flows which the coall feemed ftiuch fub- 
jeft to. ]^g|when the people perceived 9ur departure, with great tokens of hffe£libn 
theY-.Bllfti<MTfv callfli|:us back again, following us alraoll to our boats} whereUifon, our 
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general, taking his mafter with him, who was beft acquainted with their manners, went 
apart unto two of them ; meaning, if they could lay fare hold upon them, forcibly to 
bring them aboard, with mtent to beftow certain toys and apparel upon the one, and 
fo to difmiis him with all arguments of courtefy, and retain the other for an interpreter*. 
The general, and his mailer, being met with their two companions together, after they 
had exchanged certain things, the one with the other, one of the favages, for lack of 
better merchandife, cut oil’ the tail of his coat (which is a chief ornament among them), 
and gave it unto our general lor a prefent : but he prefontly, upon a watch-word gjven 
him with his mailer, fuddenly laid hold upon the tAvo favages ; but the ground under- 
foot being llippery with the fnow on tlie fide of the hill, their handfail failed, and 
their prey cfcaping, ran away and lightly recovered their bows and arrows, Avhich they ■ 
had hid not far from them, behind the rocks ; and being only tWo favages in fight, they 
fo fiercely, defperately, and with Inch fury aifailed and purfued our general and his 
mailer, being altogether unarmed,' and not miitruiting their fubtlely, that they chafe^ 
them to their boats, and hurt the general in the buttock with an arrow, who the rather 
fpeedily lled back, becaufe they fufpecled a greater number behind tlie rocks. Our 
foldiers {vbich were commanded before *0 keep their boats) perceiving the danger, 
and hearing our men calling for iliot, came fpeodily to refeue, thinking there had been 
a greater number. But when the favages heard the fliot of one of our calivers, (and yet 
having firll bellowed their arrows.) they ran away, our men i’pcedil)» lollowing them. 
But a fervant of my Lord of Warwick, called Nicholas Conger, a good footman, and 
iincumbered with any furniture, having only a dagger at his back, overtook one of 
them, and being a Corniih man, and a good wreiller, ihewed his companion fuch a 
Corniili trick, that he made his fides ache againil the ground fora month after; and 
fo being flayed, he was taken alive and brought ;nvay, but the otlier cfcaped. Thus, 
with their ilrange and new prey, our men repaired to their boats, and pafl'ed fronr the 
main to a fmall illand of a mile compafs, where they refolvetl Ibr to tarry all night ; 
for even now al'uddcn ilorm was grown lb great at fea, that by no means they could 
recover their iliips. And here every man refrcilied liimi’elf with a fmall portion of 
viiluals, which was laid into the boats for their dinners, having neither eat nor drank 
all the clay before. But becaufe they knew not how long t!ie ilorm might lail, nor 
how far olF the iliips might be put to lea, nor whether they ihould ever recover them 
again or not, they made great fpare of their viftuals, as it greatly behoved them; for 
they knew full well, that the bell, cheer the country could yield them, was rocks and 
ilone, a hard food to lis'e withal ; and the people more ready to eat thc-m, than to give 
them wherewithtd to eat. And thus, keeping vt” y good watch and ward, they lay 
there all night, upon hard cliffs of fnow and ice, both wet, cold, and comfonlefs. 

Thefc things thus happening with the company on land, the clanger of the iliips at 
fea was no Icfs perilous ; for within one hour after tlie general’s departing in the morning, 
by negligence of the cook in overheating, and the workman in making the chimney, 
the Aide was fet on fire, and had been tlie confufion of the Avhole, if, by chance a 
boy efpying it, ft had not been fpeedily, with great labour and God’s help, well 
extinguiihecl. , 

This day alfo were clivers llorms and flaws, and by nine of the clock at night the ilorm 
was grown fo great, and continued fuch until the morning, that it put our iliips at lea 
in no fmall peril ; for having mountains of fleeting ice on every fide, we went roomer 
for one,*.and loofed for another; fomc ferapedus, and fome happily^ cd'^a^d us, tihat 
the leaA of all of them were as dangerous tci ftrike as atiy rock, and able w have fplit 
aXunder the itrongeft fliip of the world. 'We had a fcope of clear, witl&out ice (as 
‘9* - God 
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God woujjj), wher^n w« turned, being otherwife Gompafled on every fide about^ but 
fo much n^'lhe wifidj and fo little the fea-rbom, tnsit bebg able to bear only our 
fore-courfei 'ive naft fo oft alwiit, that we made fourteen boards in eight glaffes rhnning, 
.being but foiir hours; -but God being oitr beft fteerfman, and by the induftry of 
Charles' Jackman and Andrew Dier, the mafler’s mates, both very expert mariners, 
and Richard Cox, the mafter gunner, with other very careful faibrs, then within board* 
and alfo by the help of the clear nights, which are without darlaiefs, we did happily 
avoid thofe prefent dangers, whereat fince we have more marvellecf than in the prefent 
danger feared ; for that every man within board, both better and worfe, had enough to do 
with his hands to haul ropes, and with his eyes to look out for danger. But the next 
n^oming, being the 20th of July,(as God would.) the fiorm ceafed, and the general efpying 
the Ihips, with his new taptive and whole company, came happily aboard, and reported 
what had paffed afliore, whereupon, all together upon our knees we gave God humble 
and hearty thanks, for diut it had pleafed Him from fo fpeedy peril to fend us fuch 
fpeedy deliverance ; and fo from this nortlicrn fliore we ftruck over towards the 
fouthern land. 

The 21 ft of July we difeovered a bay which ran into the land, that feemea a likely 
harbour for our lliips ; wherefore our general rowed’ thither with his boats to make 
proof thereof, and with his gold-finers to fi-arch for ore, having never clTayed any 
thing on the fouth Ihore as yet, and the firlt linali illand which we landed upon. Here 
all the fands and cliffs did fo glifter, and had fo bright a marcafite, that it feemed all 
to be gojd ; but, upon trial made, it proved no better than black-lead, and verified the 
proverb, “ all is not gold that gliftereth.” 

On the 22d of July we bare into the faid found,' and came to anchor a reafonable 
breadth off the Ihore, where thinking ourfclves in good fecurity, we were greatly 
endangered with a piece of drift ice, which the ebb brouglit forth of the founds, and 
canxe thwart us ere we were aware. But the gentlemen and foldiers within board, 
taking, great pains at this pinch at the capftan, overcame the moft danger thereof, and 
tor all that might be done, it ftruck on our ftern fuch a blow, that we feared left 
It had ftricken away 'Our rudder ; and being forced to cut our cable in the hawfe, we 
wtte fain to fet our forefail, to run further up within, and if our fteeipge had not been 
ftfd^er than in the prefent time, we feared we had run the fhip upon the rocks, having 
a narrow chamiel to turn in ; but- as God would, all came well to pafs, and this 
was named Jackman’s Sound, after the name of the mafter’s mate, who had firft liking 
unto the place. 

Upon a fmall illand within this found, called Smith’s Ifland fbecaufe he firft fet up 
his;^ force there), was found a mine of filver, but was won out of the rocks without great 
labour. , .Here our gold-finers made effay upon fuch ore as they found upon the north- 
erh land, and found four forts thereof to hold gold iii good quantity. Upon another 
fii^ll illand here was alfo found a great dead fifli, which, as it Ihould feem, had been 
ebjjbayed with ice, and was in proportion round like to a porpoife, being about twelve 
felit long, and in bignefs anfwerable, having a horn of two yards Iprfg growing out of 
th^ frioiit or noftrils. This horn is wreathed and^ ftraight, like in famion to a tap^ 
mBde of Vfax, and may truly be thought to be the fea-unicorn. This horn is to be feen, 
anid, referved as a jewel by the Queen’s Majefty’s commandment, in her wardrobe 
of 

Tuefaay of July, our general, with his beft company of genlIempn,«foldiere, 

an^fiulor^ 14 ^^ npmber of yoperfonsin all, marched, with enfign dffpJayp# upoji 
the eontineiH^f the’ fonthernland (the fuppofed continent of America), whefe, 

man^g 
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manding a trumpet to found a call for every man to repair to tfee enfign, heUeclared to 
the whme company, how much the caufe imported for the fervice of her Majefty, our 
country, our credits, and the fafety of our own lives ; and therefore required every 
man to be conformable to order, and to be direfted by thofe he Ihould aflign. And he’ 
^pointed for leaders, Captain Fenton, Captain Yorke, and his Lieutenant George 
Beft ; which done, we call ourfelvcs into a ring, and altogether upon our knees, gave 
God humble thanks, for that it had pleafed Him of His goodnefs to preferve us Irom 
fuch imminent dangers, befeeching likewiie rhq^ alTiftanco of His Holy Spirit, fo to 
deliver us in fafety into our country, whereby the light and truth of thefe fecrets bdng 
known, it might redound to the more honour of His Holy Name, and confequently to 
the advancement of our commonwealth. And fo in as good fort * 1^6 place fuffered, 
we marched towards the tops of the mountains, which were no lefs painful in climbing 
than dangerous in defeending, by reafon of their fteepnefs and ice. And having paffed 
about five miles by fuch unwieldy ways, we returned unto our (hips without fight of 
any people, or likelihood of habitation. Here divers of the gentlemen defired our 
general to fuifer them, to the number of twenty or thirty perfons, to march up thirty 
or forty leagues into the country ; to the end they might difeover the inland, and do 
fome acceptable fervice for their country : but he, not contented with the matter he 
fought for, and well confidering the fliort lime he had in hand, and the greedy defire 
our country hath to a prefent favour and return of gain, bent his whole endeavour only 
to find a mine to freight his (hips, and to leave the reft (by God’s help) hereafter to be 
well accompli(hed. And, therefore, the 26th of July, he departed over to th# north- 
land with the two barks, leaving the Aide riding in Jackman’s Sound, and meant, after 
he had found convenient harbour and freight there for his (hips, to difeover further for 
the paiTage. The harks came the fame night to anchor in a found upon the norther- 
land, where the tides did run fo fwift, and the place was fo fubjeft to indrafts of ice, 
that by reafon thereof they were greatly endangered ; and having found a very rich 
mine, as they fuppofed, and got almo(t 20 ton^f ore together, upon the 28th of July 
the ice came driving into the found where the barks rode, in fuch fort, that they were 
therewith greatly diftreifed : and the Gabriel riding aftern the Michael, had her cable 
galled afunder in the hawfe by a piece of driving ice, and loft another anchor j and 
having but one cable and anchor left, for fhe had loft two before, and the ice (lill 
driving upon her, (he was, by God’s help, well fenced ftom the danger of the reft, 
by one great ifiand of ice, which came a-ground hard a-head of her, which if it had 
not fo chanced, I think, furely, (he had been call upon the rocks with the ice. The 
Michael moored anchor upon this great ice, and rode under the lee thereof ; but, 
about midnight, by the weight of itfelf, and the fetting of the tides, the ice brake within 
half the bark’s length, and made unto the company within board a hidden and fearful 
noife. The next feod, towards the morning, we wdghed anchor, and went furthmr 
up the ftreights, and leaving our ore behind us which we had digged, for hafte left 
the place by the name of lire’s S<;»und, after the name of the mafter of the Michad, 
and named the ifland’Lecefter’s Ifiand. In one of the fmall ifiands hete we found a 
tomb, wherein the bones of a dead man lay together, and our favage captive being with 
' US, and bmng demanded, by figns, whether his countrymen had not flain this man 
and eat his flelh fo from the bones, he made figns to the contrary, and foat he was 
(lain with* wolves and wild beads. Here alfo was found, hid undm (tones,' good ftme 
of fifh, j^d fundry other things of the inhabitants } as fleds, bridles/ k0t;(ll: of fim- 
ikins^ knives of hope, and fuch other like. And our lavage declared unto jUs the ufe 
4^ all thOlb things ^ and taking in his hand one ott^ofe country bridles, he caught ooie 
'v»i«aax, 3 x ‘ of 
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ofovtr and Jiamptf ed him handfoniely therein, as we do our horfes, and with a 

whqp in hand, he taught the dog to draw in a lied, as we do horfes in a coach, 

felting iu|infelf thereupon like a guide ; fo that we miglit fee th“y ufe dogs for that pur- 
' pofe that we do our horfes. And we found fmee by exp jrience, that the feflef fort 
pf dogs they feed hit, and keep them as domeftic cattle in their tents for eating, and the 
greater fort ferve for the ufe of drawing their lleds. 

The 29th of July, about five leagues from Bcare’s Sound, we difeovered a bay, which 
bang fenced on each fide with fmall Wands, lying off the main, which break the force 
of the tides, and make the place free fi om any .ndrafts of ice, did prove a very fit har- 
bour for our Ihips, where we came to anchor under a fmall illand, which now, together 
■ with the found, is called b) the name of that right honourable and virtuous lady, Anne 
Cbuntefs of Warwick. And this is the furtheft place t*’at this year we have ente.ed 
within the«ftreights, and is reckoned from the cape of the Queen’s Foreland, which is 
the entrance of the ftreights, not above 30 leagues. Upon this illand was found good 
ftore of the ore, which, in the walking, to our thinking, held gold, plainly lO be feen ; 
whereupon it was thought bell rather to load here, where there was ftore dhd indif- 
ferent good, than to feek further for better, and Ipend t'me with jeopardy. And 
therefore our general, fetting the miners to work, .tnd lliewing firft a good precedent 
of a painful labourer and a good captain in himl'elf, gave good examples for others 
to follow him. ‘ Whereupon, every man, both better and wone, with their bell endea- 
TOurs, willingly laid to their helping hands ; and ♦;he next Jay, being the 30th of July, 
the Mlichael was fent over to Jackman’s Sound, for he Aide and the whole company 
to come thither. Upon the main land ». ver againft the Countefs’s Illand, we difeo- 
vered and beheld, to our great marvel, the poor caves and houfes of thofe country 
people, which ferve them, as it Ihoui.' feem, for their winter dwellings, and are made 
two fathom under ground, in compafs round, like to an oven, being joined fiift one to 
another, having holes like a fox or coney berry, to keep and come together. They 
undertrenched thefe places with gutters fo, that the water falling from the hills above 
fhenv, may Aide away without their annoyance; and ai\ feated commonly in the 
foot of a hill, to lliield them better from the cold winds, having their door and entrance 
wer open towards the fouth. From the ground upwards they build with whales bones, 
fel^ack of timber, which bending one ov' r another, arc handfomely compafted in the 
fop together, and are covered over ’"ith leals Ikins, which, inftead of tiles, fence them 
%mthe rain ; in wjiich houi'e they have only one room, having the one half of the 
flbdr raifed with broad Itones a foot higher than the other, whereon ftrewing mofs, 
tiifey make their nelts to fleep in. They defile thefe dens moft filthily with their 
b^aJtly feeding, and dwell fo long iit a place, as we think, until their iluttilhnefs 


loialtftmg them, they are forced to feek a fweeter air, and a new feat, and are, no 
doubt, a difperfed and wandering nation, as the Tartarians, and live in hordes and 
fedops, without any certain abode, as may appear by fundry circuraftances of our 
(ttberience. , 

,|; lfere,our captive being aftiore with us, to declare tiie ufeoffuch things as we faw, flayed 
Hlibfel^ alone behind the company, and did fet up five fmall flicks round in a circle c»ie 

f aij^dl^, with one ftpall bone placed juft in the midft of all ; which thing when one 
iiien pew^ he called lis bat:k to behold theifiatter, thiti^g mat he had 
or tber^. But the beft conjeftoce wC^cdUld ’make thterdbf 

thereby imderftand, tiitt bur five rtdnv 

‘'(lil^oih’he'fi^nfiedby the five 'he'''#!a6^tSISdtl' 
i0i|||bt^oii^ he figtiilMItjrthebdhe in the nudibi 

. * '‘fijewed 
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fhewed him the pifture of hh countryman, which the laft yew was blight mto 
England, (whofe counterfeit we had drawn, with boztf and other furniture, both a|:;^ 
was, in bis own, and ?lfo in Engliih apparel,) he was upon the fudden much atnaV:p 4 ' 
thereat; and beholding advifcdly (lie fame with filcnce a good while, as though he 
would .ftrain courtcfie whether llio' !cl begin the fpecch,(for he thought him no doubt 
a lively creature,) ^t length began to tpiehinn with him, as with Ins companion, and 
folding him dumb and mute, feer to ’!,;rpc<ft him, as one difdainful, and would with 
a little help have grown into copier •'.t '.hv mar ter. until at lafl by,feeHng and handling, 
he found him but a deceiving pifture ; nd tl'vn tvitfa great noife and cries, ceafed not 
wondering, thinkmg that we could make met. live or die at our plcafure. 

And thereupon calling the mutter to I '-: remembrance, he gave us ^ lyinly to undiet- 
fl'ind by figns, that he had knowledge .ho takmg our five men* the laft year, and con« 
felling the manner of each thing, numbered the five men upon his five fi]j|gers, and 
pointed unto a boat in our fliip, which was like unto that wherein our men were 
betrayed ; and when we made him figns that they were llain and eaten, he earneftly 
denied, and made figns to the contrary. 

The lali of July, the Michael returned with the Aide to us, from the foutherland, 
and came to anc*’< ' by us in the Coi.ntefs of Warwick’s Sound, and reported, that fince 
we departed from Jackman’s Sound, rhere happened nothing among them there greatly 
worfo the remembrance, until the 30th of July, when certain of our ‘company being 
alhore upon a ’Tiall ifland within the faid Jackman’s Sound, near the place where the 
Aide rode, did efpy a long boat with divers of the country people therein, to the num« 
ber of 18 i aoperfbns, whom fo foon as our men perceived, they returned fpeedily 
aboard, to give notice thereof unto our compimy They might perceive thefe people 
cL.iibmg up to the top of a hill, where with a fl" ' they wafted unto our fhip, and made 
great outcries and noifes, like fo m ny bulls. Hereupon our men did prefently man 
forth a linall iidff, having not above fix or feven perfons therein, which rowed near the 
pHct- where thofe peopL* v'ere, to prove if they could have any conference with them. 
But after thu. linall boat was fent a greater, being well appointed for their refeue, if 
r"*ed required. 

As foon as they ofpied our compan j coming near them, they took their boats and 
halted away, either for fear^ or eli’e for poiicy, to draw our men from refeue fur^r 
within their danger j wherefore ur men conftruing th'.t their coming hither was but to 
feek advantage, followed fpeedily after them; bu‘ uiey rowed fo fwiftly away, that our 
men could come nothing near them, howbeit they faiLd not of their beft 'endeavour in 
rowing, and having chafed them above two miles into the fea, returned into their fhi|is 
again. 

The iftofAuguft, bein^ the momingifollowing, Captain Yorke, with the Michael, 
came mto Jackman’s Sound, and declared unto the company there, that the laft night 
paft he came to anchor in a certain bay (which fmee was named Yorke’s Sound,) 
about four leagues diftant from Jackman’s Sound, being put to leeward of that place for 
lack of wind, where be difeovered 4 '“,rtain tents of the country peopfo, where going 
■vyith his company afhore, he entered into them, but found the people departed, as n 
fhuuld feem, for fear of their coming. But amongft fundry ftrange thin^ which in 
thefe tents they found* there was raw and new killed ftefh of unknown forts, with dead 
carcafes and bones of dogjs, and I know not what. They alfo behcH. (to their greatest 
marvel) a doublet of canvas made after the £nglifh fidhion, a fokli th^^ 

fh9^ for contrary feet, and,^ unequal bignei^ which they wdl conjedture^ 
apparel oCour ftve ppor. countrymen, which ihe laft year by tbIfecouiMfe 
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people»;|^Ut fifeeeni leagues from this place, further within the ftreights j whereupon ouf 
men bdig in good hope, that fome of them might be here, and yet living, the captain 
devifing, for:the beft, left his mind behind him in writing, with pen, ink, and paper alfo» 

. wherry our poor captive coxmtrymen,ifit might come ta their hands, might kjiow their 
friends* minds, and of their arrival, and likewifc return their anfwer. And fo without 
taking any thing away in their tents, leaving there alfo looking-glaffes, points, and 
others of our toys, (the better to allure them by fuch friendly means,) departed aboar 4 
his bark, with intent to make hafte to the Aide, to gii^ notice unto the company of all. 
fuch. things as he had there difcovered, and fo meant to return to thofe tents again, 
hoping that he might by force or policy entrap or entice the people to fome friendly 
conference. Which things when he had delivered to the whole company there, they 
determined forthwith <;o go in hand with the matter. Hereupon Captain Yorke, with 
the mafter of the Aide and his mate, (who the night before had been at the tents, and 
came ovef’^om the other fide in the Michael with him,) being accompanied with the 
gentlemen and foldiers, to the number of 30 or 40 perfons, in two fmall rowing pin- 
naces, made towards the place w'here the night before they difcovered tl^f tents of 
thofe people, and fetting Charles Jackman, being the mafter’s mate, aihore, with a 
convenient number, for that, he could beft guide them to the place, they marched over 
land, meaning to compafs them on the one fide, whilft the captain, with his boats, 
might entrap them on the other fide. But landing at laft at the place where the niglrt 
before they left them, they found them with their tents removed. Notwithftanding, 
our men which marched up into the country, palling over two or three mounfcuns, by 
chance efpied certain tents in a valley underneath them, near unto a creek by the fca- 
fide, which becaufe it was not the place where the guide had been the night before, tliey 
judged them to be another company, and befetting them about, determined to take 
them if they could ^ but they having quickly deferied our company, launched one great 
and another fmall boat, being about 16 or 18 perfons, and very narrowly efcaping, 
put themfelves to fea. Whereupon, our foldiers difeharged their calivers, and followed 
them, thinking the noife thereof being heard to our boats at fea, our men there would 
make what fpeed they might to that place. And thereupon, indeed, our men which were 
in the boats, crofting upon them in the mouth of the found, wherqby their paflage was 
for getting fea-room, wherein it had been impollible for us to overtake them by 
riming, forced them to put themfelves aihore upon a point of land within the faid 
found, (which, upon occafion of the daughter there, was fince named The Bloody 
Point, J whereunto our men fo fpcedily followed, that they had little leifure left them to 
make any efcape. But fo foon as they landed, each of them brake his oar, thinking by 
that means to prevent us in carrying away their boats for want of oars ; and defpe- 
rately returning upon our men, refiiled them, manfully in their landing, fo long as 
their arrows and darts lafted, and after gathering up thofe arrows which our men ftiot 
at them ; yea, and plucking our arrows out of their bodies, encountered afrefli again, 
and maintained their caufe until both weapons and life failed them : and when they 
found they were mortally wounded, being ignoraiy. of what mercy rtieaneth, with deadly 
fury they call themfelves headlong from off theTocks into the 'fea, left perhaps their 
eqemies fliould receive glory or prey of their dead carcafes, for they fuppofed us belike 
to be cannibals, or eaters of man’s flelh. In this conflift one of our men was dan- 
gi^roplly burt in the belly with one of their arrows, and of them were flain five or fix, 
by flight efcaping among the rocks, faving twq women, whereof the one being- 
old and *ucl^,<&ur men thought fhe had been a devil or fome witch, and therefore 
^ young land cumbered^ with a fucking child at . her back, 
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hiding heifelf behind the rocks, vras efpied by one of our men, who fuppofiliikihe had ’ 
been a man, fhot through the hair of her head, and pierced through the clmd’s arm, 
whereupon (he cried out, and our furgeon meaning to heal her child’s arm, apjdied 
falves thereunto. But fhe not acquainted with fuch kind of furgery, plucked thofe *. 
falvesaway, and by continual licking with her own tongue, not much unlike our dogs, 
healed up the child’s arm. And becaufe the day was well near fpent, our men made 
hafte unto the reft of our company, which on the other fide of the water remained at 
the tents, where they found by, the apparel, letter, and other Englifli furniture, that 
they were the fame company which Captain Yorke difcovered the night before, having 
removed themfelves from the place where he left them. 

And now confidcring their fudden flying from our men, and their deiperate manner ' 
of fighting, we began to fufpeft that we had heard the laft news of our men which the 
laft year were betrayed of thefe people : and confidering alfo their ravenous and bloody 
difpofition, in eating any kind of raw flefh or carrion, howfoever ftinking,* it is to be 
thought that they had flain and devoured our men, for the doublet which was found in 
their tents, had many holes therein, being made with their arrows and darts. 

But now the night being at hand, our men with their captives, and fuch poor ftulF as 
they found in their tents, returned towards their Ihips ; when being at fea, there arbfe a 
fudden flaw of wind, which was not a little dangerous for their fmall boats, but as God 
would, they came all fafely aboard. And with thefe good news they returned 
(as before mentioned) into the Countefs of Warwick’s Sound unto us. And be- 
tween Jackman’s Sound, from whence they came, and the Countefs of Warwick’s 
Sound, between land and land, being thought the narroweft place of the ftreights, were 
judged nine leagues over at the lead. And Jackman’s Sound being upon the fouther- 
land, lieth direftly almoft over-againft the Countefs’ Sound, as is reckoned fcarce thirty 
leagues within the it reights from the Queen’s Cape, which is the entrance of the ftreights 
of the foutherland. This cape, being named Queen Elizabeth’s Cape, ftandeth in the 
latitude of fixty- two degrees and a half to the northwards of Newfoundland, and upon 
the fame continent, for any thing that is yet known to the contrary. 

Having now got a woman captive for the comfort of our man, we brought them both 
together ; and evcijy man with filence defired to behold the manner of their meeting and 
entertainment, the which was more worth the beholding than can be well expreffedby 
writing. At their firft encountering they beheld each the other very vidftly a gSlod 
fpace, without fpeech or word uttered, with ’great change of colour aud countenance, 
as though it feemed the grief and difdain of their captivity had taken away the ufe of 
their tongues and utterance j the woman at the firft very fuddfnly, as though (he dif- 
dained, or regarded not the man, turned aw^y, and began to fing as though me minded 
another matter ; but being again brought together, the man brake up the filence firft, 
and with ftern and ftaid countenance began to tell a long folemn tale to the woman, 

' whereunto ftie gave good hearing, and interrupted him nothing till he had finilhed, and 
afterwards being grown into more familiar acquaintance by fpeech, they were turned toge- 
ther, fo that (I think), the one woul( hardly have lived without the comfort of the other ; 
and for fo much as we could perceive, although tltey lived continually together, yet 
they did never ufe as man and wife, though the woman fpared not to do all neceffary 
things that appertained to a good houfewife mdifferently for them both, as in making 
clean their cabin, and every other thing that appertained to his eafey for when he 
f(Ki-fick, foe would make him clean ; foe would kill aildi flay the dogs fop tb®*" ^^dilig, 
and drefs his meat. Only 1 think it worth the notings the continency of'iiiem bo^; 
£i)r the man would never flnft himfelf, except he;had Ikft caufed the womffl fo 

out 
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out of lU cabby and they both’were moft ftamefaced, left any of their privy parts 
fiiould be^tfifcoVered, either of themfelves or any other body. . ,> 

Oh Monday the 6th bf Auguft, the lieutoiant with all the foldiers, for the better 
’guard of the miners and the other things afliore, pitched their tents in the Goonte&’s 
Ifland) and fortified the place for thar better defence as well as they could, and were to 
the number of forty perfons ; when being all at labour, they might perceive upon the 
top of a hill over againft them a number of the country people, wafting with a flag, 
and making great outcries unto them, and were of the fame company which had en- 
coimtered lately our men upon the other fhore, being come to complain their lace 
Ioffes, and to entreat (as it feemed) for reftitution of the woman and child, which 
our men in the late copflid had taken and brought away. Whereupon the general, 
taking the favage captive with him, and fetting the woman where they might bell 
perceive her, in the higheft place of the ifland, went over to talk with them. This 
captive, at his firft encounter of his friends, fell fo out into tears, that he could not 
ipeak a word in a great fpace ; but after a while overcoming his kindnefs, he talked at 
full with his companions, and beftowed friendly upon them fuch toys and trifles as we 
had given him, whereby we noted that they are ver)' kind one to another, and greatly 
forrowfiil for the lofs of their firiends. Our general, by figns, required his five men 
which they took captive the laft year, and promifed them not only to releafe thofe which 
he had taken, but alfo to reward them with great gifts and friendfliip. Our favage 
made figns in anfwer from them, that our men Ihould be delivered us, and were yet 
living ; and made figns likewife unto us, that we fhould write our letters unto them, 
for they knew very well the ufe we have of writing, and received knowledge thereof, 
either of our poor captive countrymen which they betrayed, or elfe by this our new 
captive, who hath feen us daily write, and repeat again fuch wbrdsofhis language as we 
defired to learn ; but they for this night, becaufe it was late, departed without any 
letter, although they called earneftly in hafte for the fame. And the next morning early, 
being the yth of Auguft, they called again for the letter, which being delivered unto 
them, they fpeedily departed, making figns with three fingers, and pointing to the fun, 
that they meant to return within three days, until which time we heard no more of 
them, and about the time appointed they returned, in fuch fort ’as you lhall after- 
udHris hear. 

This night, becaufe the people were very near unto us, the lieutenant caufed the 
trumpet to found a call, and every man in the ifland repairing to the enfign, he put 
them in mind of the place, fo far from thdr country wherein they lived, and the 
danger of a great multitude which they were fubjeft unto, if good watch and wurd 
were not kept j for at every low-water the enemy might come almoft dry-foot from 
the main unto us : wherefore he willed every man to prepare him in good readinefs 
upon all hidden occa4ons ; and fo ^vingthe watch their cliargjp, the company departed 
to reft. 

I thought the captain’s letter well worth remen^ering, not for the circumftance of 
curious inditing, but for the fubftance and good n(Wning therein contmned, and there* 
fyte hayere peated here the fame, as by hitmelf it was haftily written. 

The Form of M. Martin Frobilher’s Letter to the Englilh Captives. 

jyll the^nameof God, in whom we all believe, who (I truft) hath preferved yaw 
IWii^aiiKttls thefe infidels, I commmtd me untio you, 1 will 
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feek by all means you can devife for your deliverance, either with force oiwith any 
commodities within my Ihips, which I will not fpare for your lakes, or any thing elfe 
1 can do for you. I have aboard of theirs, a man, a woman, and a child, wmch I 
am contented to deliver for you ; but the man whiqh I carried away from hence the’ 
laft year, is dead in England. Moreover you may declare unto them, diat if they de- 
liver you not, I will not leave a maretelive in their country. And thus, if one of you 
can come to fpeak with me, they lhall have either the man, woman, or child, in pawn 
for you. And thus unto God, whom I truft you do ferve, in halle I leave you, 
and to him we will daily pray for you. I'his Tuefday morning the yth Auguft, 
Anno 1 577. 

Your’s to the utterraoft of my power, 

Martin Frobisher. 

“ I have fent you by thefe bearers, pen, ink, and paper, to write back unto me again, 
if perfonally you cannot come, to certify me of your eftate.” 

Now had the general altered his determination for going any farther into the ftreights at 
this time, for any further difcoveryof the palfage, having taken a man and woman of that 
' country, which he thought fufficient for the ufe of language j and having alfo met with 
thefe people here, which intercepted his men laft year, (as the apparel and Englilh 
. furniture which was found in their tents very well declared,) he knfiw it was but a 
labour loft to feck them further off, when he had found them there at hand. And 
confidering alfo the Ihort time he had in hand, he thought it beft to bend his whole 
endeavour for the getting of mine, and to leave the palfage further to be difeovered 
hereafter. For his commitlion direfled him in this voyage, only for the fearching of 
the ore, and to defer the further difeovery of the palfage until another time. 

On Thurfday the 9th of Auguft, we began to make a fmall fort for our dcfaace, in 
the Counteft’s llland, and entrenched the corner of a cliff, which on three parts, like a 
wall of godd height, was encompalfed and well fenced with the fea, and we finifhed the 
reft with calks of the earth to good purpofe, and thisw as called Belt’s Bulwark, afiier 
the lieutenant’s name, who firft devifed the fame. This was done, for that we fufpeded 
more, left the defperate men might opprefs us with multitude, than any fear we had 
of their force, weapons, or policy of battle : but as wifdom would us in fucli a pl^Miej 
fo far from home, not to be of ourfelves altogether carelefs ; fo the figns which our 
captive made unto us, of the coming down of his Governor or Prince, which he called 
Catchoe, gave us occafion to forefee what might enfue thereof j for he foewed by 
figns, that this Catchoe was a man of higher ftature far than any of our nation is, and he 
is accuftomed to be carried upon men’s fhoulders. 

About midnight the lieutenant caufed a folfe alarm to be ^ven in the iiland, to proyp 
as well the readinefs company there afhore, as alfo what help might be hoped 

for upon the fudden, if need fo required, and every part was found in good readiness 
upon fuch a fuddeq. 

Saturday the i ith of Auguft, the |i^ple fhewed themfelves again, and called unto us 
from the fide of a hill over againft us. The general (with good hope to hear of his men, 
and to have anfwer of his letter) went over unto them, where they prefented themfelves, 
not above three in fight, but were hidden indeed in great numbers behind the rocks, 
and making figns of delay with us, to entrap fome of ifs to redeem them own,^ did 
only feek Advantage to train our boat about a point of land from fight of ejnr com* 
pany : wh^upon our' m^ juftly fufpe^g them, abdf *w^out da^ig^. 
uid yet> fet dne of our. company afhore, which took up* a bladder 

them 
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them offered us, and leaving a looking-glafs in the place, came into the boat again. 

In the mean while our men, which ftood in the Countefs’s Ifland to behold, who might 
.better difeem them than thofe in the boat, by reafon they were on higher ground, 
made a great outcry unto our men in the boat, for that they faw divers of the favages * 
crewing behind the rocks towards our men ; whereupon the general prefently returned 
without tidings of his men. " * 

Concerning this bladder which we received, our captive made figns that it was given 
him to keep water and drink in ; but we fufpefted rather it was given him to fwim 
and fhift away withal, for he -and the woman fought divers times to efcape, having 
loofed our boats from a-fterh our lliips, and we never a boat left to purfue them 
withal, and had prevailed very for, had they not been very timely efpied and pre- 
vtaited therein. 

After our general’s coming away from them, they muftefed themfelves in our fight 
upon the top of a hill, to the number of twenty in a rank, all holding hands over their 
heads, and dancing with great noife and fongs together ; we fuppofed that they made 
this dance and fliew for us to underftand, that we might take view of their whole 
companies and force, meaning belike that we (hould do the fame. And thus they 
continued upon the hill tops until night, when hearing a piece of our great ordnance, 
which thundered in the hollownefs of the high hills, it made unto them fo fearful a 
noife, that they had no great will to tarry long after. And this was done more to . 
make them know our force, than to do them any hurt at all. 

On Sunday the i2th of Auguft, Captain Fenton trained the company, and made 
the foldiers maintain (kirmilh among themfelves, as well for their exercife as for the 
country people to behold in what readinefs our men were always to be found ; for it 
was to be thought that they lay hid in the hills thereabouts, and obferved all the manner 
of our proceedings. 

On Wednefday the 14th of Auguft, our general, with two fmall boats well appointed, 
for that he fufpeded the country people to lie lurking thereabouts, went up a cer- 
tain bay, within the Countefs’s Sound, to fearch for ore, and met again with the country 
people, who fo foon as they faw our men, made great outcries, and with a white flag 
made of bladders fewed together with the guts and fmews of beafl?s, wafted us amain 
unlo them, but Ihewed not above three of their company. But when we came near 
them, we ought perceive a great multitude creeping behind the rocks, which gave us 
good caufe to fufpeft their traiterous meaning ; whereupon we made them figns, that 
if they would lay their weapons *afide, and come forth, we would deal friendly with 
them, although their intent was manifefted unto us : but for all the figns of friendlhip 
we could make them, they came ftill creeping towards us behind the rocks, to get 
more advantage of us, as though we had no eyes to fee them, thinking belike that 
our tingle wits could not difeover fo bare devifes and fimpjfj^ drifts of their’s. Their 
fpokefman earneftly perfuaded us with many enticing /hews, to come eat and fleep afliore, 
with great arguments of courtefy, and clapping his^are hands over his head in token of 
peace and innocency, willed us to do the like. /But the better- to allure our hungry 
Itoraachs, he brought us a trim bait of raw flefli, which for fafliion fake with a boat'hook 
we caught into our boat : but when the cunning eater perceived his firft cold morfel could 
nothing (harpen our ftomachs, he caft about for a new train of warm flefh to procure 
our appetites; wherefore he caufed one of his fellows in halting manner, to come forth 
as a lame man^ftom behind the rocks ; and the better to declare his kindnefs in carving, 
he hoifted him upon his (boulders, and bringing him hard to the water-tide where Vre 
were, left him then; loping, as an eafy prey to be taken of us. His hope was that we 

would 
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would bUe at this bait» and fpeedily leap alhore .within their danger, wh«rfby. th^y 
might have apprehended feme of us, to ranfom their friends home again, which before 
we had The gentlemen and foldiers had great will to encounter them aihorej 

but the general, more careful by procefs of time to win them, than wilfully at the’ ‘ 
firft to fpoil them, would in no wife- admit that any man Ihould put himfelf in any 
hazard alhore, confidering the matter he now intendedfwas for the ore, and not for 
the conqueft. Notwithftanding, to prove this cripple’s footmanlhip, he gave liberty for 
one to Ihoot ; whereupon the cripple having a parting blow, lightly recovered a rock, 
and went away a true and no feigned cripple ; and hath learned his lelTon for ever 
halting afore fuch cripples again. But his fellows, which lay hid before, full quickly 
then appeared in their likenefs, and maintained the Ikirmilh with their flings, bows, and 
arrows, very fiercely, <ind came as near as the water fuffered them ; and with as defpe- 
rate mind as hath been feen in any man, without fear of fhot or any thing, followeid us 
all along the coaft, but all their mot fell Ihort of us, and are of little danger. 'ITiey 
had belayed all the coaft along for us, and being difperfed fo, were not well to be 
numbered ; but we might difeern of them about a hundred perfons, and had caufe to 
fui'pcdk a greater number. And thus witnout lofs or hurt we returned to our Hups 
again 

Now our work growing to an end, and having, with only five poor miners, and the 
help of a few gentlemen and foldiers, brought aboard almoit aoo toft of ore, in the 
f])ace of twenty days, every man therewithal well comforted, determined luftily to work 
afrelli for a bone voyage, to bring our labour to a fpeedy and happy end. 

And on Wednefday, at night, being the 21ft of Auguft, we fully finiflicd the whole 
work. And it was now good time to leave, for as the men were well wearied, fo their 
flioes and deaths were well worn ; their balkets’ bottoms torn out, their tools broken, 
and the fhips reafoiiably well filled. Some, with over-ftraining themfelves, received 
hurts not a little dangerous, fome having their bellies broken, and others their legs 
made lame. And about this time the ice began to congeal and freeze about our (hips’ 
fides a-night, which gave us a good argument of the fun’s declining fouthward, and put 
us in mind to make more hafte homeward. 

It is not a little* worth the memory, to the commendation of the gentlemen and 
foldiers herein, who leaving all reputation a-part, with fo great willingnefs and vath 
courageous ftomachs, have themfelves alinoft overcome in fo fliort a time the difficulty 
of this fo great a labour ; and this to be true, the matter, if it be wrell weighed with- 
out further proof, now brought home doth well witncvfs. 

Thurfday, the 2 2d of Auguft, we plucked down our tents, and every man halted heme- 
ward, and making bonfires upon the top of the higheft mount of the ifland, and 
marching with enfign difplayed round about the illand, we gave a volley of (hot for a 
farewell, in honour of the^ Right Honourable Lady Anne Countefs of Warwick, whpfe 
name it beareth ; and fo departed aboard. 

The 23d, having the wind large at weft, we fet fail from out of the Countefs’s Sound 
homeward, but the \vind calming, V^e came to anchor within the po’mt of the feme 
found again. 

The a4tli, about three of the clock in the monu’ng, having the wlncl large at weft, we 
fet feU agairf, and by nine of the clock at night we left the Queen’s jForeland a-ftern of 
us, and being clear of the ftreights, we bare fiirdie? into the nmi ocean, keeping 
qurcourfe more foutherly, to bring ourfelves the fooner wider’ 
dimate.,, ' 
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The \vind was very great at fea, fo that we lay a hull all night, and had fnow half a 
foot deep on the hatches. 

From the a4th until the 28th, we had very much wind, but large, keeping our 
courfe S. S. E. and had like to have loft the barks, but by good hap we met again. 

The 29th the wind blew njuch at north-eaft, fo that we could bear ordy a bunt of 
our fore-fail, and the barks were not able to carry any fail at all. 

The Michael loft company of us, and fliaped her courfe toward Orkney, becaufe that 
way was better known unto them, and arrived at Yarmouth. 

The 30th, with the force ff the wind, and a furge of the fea, the mafter of the 
Gabriel and the boatfwain were ftricken both overboard ; and hardly was the boatfwain 
recovered, having hold on a rope hanging overboard in the fea, and yet the bark was laced 
fore and after with ropes a breaft high within board. 

This mafter was called William Smith, being but a young man and a very fufficient 
mariner, who being all the morning before exceeding plealant, told his captain, he 
dreamt that he was call over-board, and that the boatfwain had him by the hand, and 
could not fave him ; and fo immediately upon the end of his tale, his dream came right 
evilly to pafs ; and indeed the boatfwain in like fort held him by one hand, having 
liold on a rope with the other, until his force failed, and the mafter drowned. We 
at this time reckoned ourfelves to be about two hundred leagues from the Queen’s 
Cape. 

The laft of Auguft, about midnight, we had two or three fudden and great flaws 
or ftorms. 

The firft of September, the ftorm was grown very great, and continued almoft the 
whole day and night, and lying a hull to tarry for the barks, our Ihip was much beaten 
with the feas, every fea almoft overtaking our poop, fo that we were conftrained with 
^ bunt of our fail to try it out, and eafe the rolling of our ftiip. And fo the Gabriel, 
not able to bear any fail to keep company with us, and our fliip being higher in the 
poop, and a tall fliip, whereon the wind had more force to drive, w^ent fo feft away 
that wc loft fight of them, and left them to God and their good fortune of fea. The 
fecond day of September, in the morning, it pleafed God of his goodnefs to fend us a 
calm, whereby wc perceived the rudder of our fliip torn in twain, and almoft ready 
to fall away. Wherefore taking the benefit of the time, we flung half a dozen of our 
beft men over-board, who taking groat pains under water, driving planks and binding 
with ropes, did well ftrcngtheii and mend the matter, who returned the moll part 
more than half dead out of the water, and, as God’s pleafure was, the fea was calm 
until the work was finiftied. In this voyage commonly we took the latitude of the 
place by the height of the fun, becaufe the long day taketh away the light, not only 
of the polar, but alfo of all other fixed liars.' And here the north liar is fo much 
elevated above the horizon, that with the Half it is hardly to be well obferved, and the 
degrees in the aftrolabe are too fmall to obferve minutes. Therefore we always ufed 
the ftaff and the fun, as fittell inftruments for thisi&ifi;. 

paving fpent four or five days in traverfc of Inc feas with contrary wind, making 
our foutherly way good as near as we could, to raife our degrees to bring ourfelves 
w^b the latitude of Scilly, the 1 1 t!i of September, about fix o’clock at night, the wind 
came good S. W. we veered flieet, and fet our courfe S. E. 

The\i3th, being in the latitude of Scilly, the wind W. S. W. we kept our courfe E. 
to run m with tlie Sleeve, or channel fo called, being our narrow feas, and reckoned us 
fliort ofSai“' twelve leagues, 

^ Monday, 
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Monday, the 15th, about four o’clock, we began to found with our lead, and had 
ground at fixty-one fathoms depth,white fmall fandy ground, and reckoned us upon the 
back of Scilly, and fet our courfe E. by N., E. N. E., and N. E. among. 

The 1 6th, about eight o’clock in the morning founding, we had fixty fathoms oozy ‘ 
fand, and thought ourfelvcs thwart of St. George’s Channel a little within the banks ; 
and bearing a fmall fail all night, we made many fountiings, which were about forty 
fathoms, and fo lhallow that we could not tell well where we were. 

The 17th we founded, and had forty fathoms, and were not far off the land’s-end, 
and being within the bay, we were not able to double ^e point with a 8. by E. way, 
but were fain to make another board, the wind being m S. W. by VV. and yet could 
not double the point to come clear of the land’s-cnd, to bear jjUmg the Channel, and 
the weather cleared up when we were hard aboard the fliore, and we made the land’s- 
end perfect, and fo put up along St. George’s Channel ; and the weather being very 
foul at fca, we coveted fome harbour, becaufe our Iteerage was broken, and fo came 
to anchor in Padltow-road in Cornwall. But riding there a very dangerous road, we 
were advifed by the country Id put to fea again, and of the two evils to choofe the lei's, 
for there was nothing but prefent peril where we rode ; whereupon we plied along the 
channel to get to Londy, from whence we were again driven ; but being an open road, 
where our anchor came home, and with force of weather put to fea again, and about 
the 23d of September arrived at Milford Haven in Wales, which being a very good 
harbour, made us happy men, that we had received fuch long-defired fafety. 

About one month after our arrival here, by order from the Lords of the Council, the 
fhip came up to Briftow, where the ore was committed to keeping in the caftle there. 
Here we found the Gabriel, one of the barks, arrived in good fafety, who having 
never a man within board very fgfBcient to bring home the fhip, after the mafter was 
loft, by good fortune, when fhe came upon the coaft, met with a fhip of Briftow at fea, 
which conduced her in fafety thither. 

Here we heard good tidings of the other bark alfo, called the Michael, in the north 
parts, which was not a little joyful unto us, that it pleafed God fo to bring us to a fafe 
meeting again ; and we loft in all the voyage only one man, befides one that died at fea, 
who was fick befdre he came aboard, and was fo delirous to follow this enterprize, 
that he rather chofe to die therein, than not to be one to attempt fo notable a 
voyage. 


3 V 4 
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THE THIRD VOYAGE OF CAPTAIN FROBISHER^ 

PRETENDED FOR THE DISCOVERY OF CATAYA, 

BY ME*#. INCOGNITA, ANNO DOM. 157S. 


T he general being returned from the fecond voyage, immediately after his arrival 
in England, repaired with all hafte to the Court, being then atWindfor,to advertife 
Her Majefty ofhisprofperous proceeding and good fuccefs in this la(l voyage, and of the 
plenty of gold ore, and other matters of importance which he had in thefe feptentrional 
parts difcovered. He was courteoiifly entertained, and heartily welcomed of many 
noblemen ; but efpecially for his great adventure commended of Her Mujclly, at whofe 
hands he received great thanks, and moft gracious countenance according to his deferts. 
Her Highnefs alto greatly commended the reft of the gentlemen in this fcrx'ice, for their 
great forwardnefs in this fo dangerous an attempt ; but efpecially ihe rt^joiced very much, 
that among them was fo good order of government, fo good agreement, every man fo 
ready in his calling, to do whatever the general ftiould command; which due commen- 
dation gracioufly of Her Majefty remembered, gave fo great encouragement to all the 
cajptains and gentlemen, that they, to continue Her Highnefs fo good and honourable 
opinion of them, have fmee neither fpared labour, iimb, nor life,' to bring this matter 
(fo well begun) to a happy and profperous end. And finding that the matter of the gold 
ore had appearance, and made ftiew of great riches and profit, and the hope of the 
paftage to Cataya by this laft voyage greatly increafed. Her Majefty appointed fpecial 
commiflioncis chofen for this purpofe, gentlemen of great judgment, art, and fkill, to 
look thoroughly into the caufe, for the true trial and clue examination’ thereof, and for 
the full handling of all matters thereunto appertaining. And becaufe that place and 
country hath never heretofore been difcovered, and therefore had no fpecial name by 
which it might be called and known. Her Majefty named it very properly Meta Incog- 
nita, as a mark and bound utterly hitherto unknown. The commiftioners, after fuffi- 
cient trial and proof made of the ore, and having underftood by fundry reafons, and 
fubftantial grounds, the poflibility and likelihood of the paftage,’ advertifed Her Highnefs 
that the caufe was of importance, and the voyage greatly worthy to be advanced again. 
Whereupon preparation was made of Ihips and all other things neceflary, with fuch 
expedition as the time of the year then required. And bccaufe it was afl'uredly made 
account of, that the commodity of mines there alreajjjy difcovered, would at the leaft 
countervail in all refpefts the adventurers’ charge and give further hope and likeli- 
hood of greater matters to follow, it was thought'ncedful, both frir the better guard of 
thofe parts already found, and for the further difeovery of the inland and fecrets of thofe 
countries, and alfo for further fearch of the paftage to Cataya (whereof the hope coil- 
tiunally more and more increafeth), that certain numbers of chofen foldiers and" difereet 
men for thofe purpofes Ihould be afligned to inhabit there. Whereupon there was a 
llrong fdrt or hbufe of timber, artificially framed and cunningly devifed, by a notable 
lAad man here at Borne, in fhipsto be carried there, whereby thofe men that were 
to winter And ftay there the whole winter, might as well be defended from 
* *8 the 
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the, danger of the fnow and cold air, as alfo fortified from the force or offence of 
thofe country people, which perhaps otherwife with too great multitudes might op{»«& 
them. And to this great adventure and notable exploit many well-minded and for- 
ward young gentlemen of our country willingly have offered themfelves. And firft, ‘ 
Captain Fenton, lieutenant-general for Captain Frobilher, and in charge of the com- 
pany with him there, Captain Bell and Captain Philpot, unto whofe good difcretions 
the government of that fervice was chiefly commended; who, as men not regarding peril 
in refpecl of the profit and common wealth of their country, were willing to abide the 
firft brunt and adventure of thofe dangers among a favagt and brutal kind of people, ■ 
in a place hitherto ever thought for extreme cold not hamtable. The whole number 
of men which had offered, and were appointed to inhabit Metajneognita all the year, 
were one hundred perfons, whereof forty Ihould be mariners for the ufe of the fhips, thirty 
miners for gathering the gold ore together for thd next year, and thirty fqldiers for 
the better guard of the relt, within which laft number dre included tne gentlemen, 
gold-finers, bakers, carpenters, and all ncceffary perfons. To each of the captains was 
afligned one Ihip, as well for the further fearching of the coaft and country there, as 
for to return and bring back their companies again, if the neccility of the place fo 
urged, or, by mifcarryiijg of the fleet the next year, they might be difappointed of their 
further provifion. Being therefore thus furniflied with all neceffarics, there were ready 
to depart upon the faid voyage fifteen fail of good lliips, whereof the whole number 
was to return again with their lading of gold ore in the end of the fummer, except 
thofe three fliips which fliould be left for the ufe of thofe captains which fhould in- 
habit there the whole year. And being in fo good readinefs, the general with all the 
captains came to the Court, then lying at Green^vich, to take their leave of Her Majefty, 
at whofe hands they .dl received great emcouragement and gracious countenance. Her 
Highnefs, befides other good gifts and greater promifes, beftowed on the general a 
fair chain of gold, and the reft of the captains kiffed her hand, took their leave, and 
departed every man towards their charge. 


The Names of the Ships, with their fcveral Captains. 


1. In the Aide, being Admiral, was the General, 

Captain 

Frobilher. 

2. The Thomas Allen, Vice-admiral, 

• 

Yorke. 

3. The Judith, Lieutenant-general, 


Fenton. 

4. The Anne Francis - . 

- 

Belt. 

5. The Hopewell ' 

- 

Carew, 

6. The Beare 

• 

Philpot. 

7. The Thomas of Ipfwich 


Tanfield. 

8. The Emanuel of Exeter 


Courmey. 

9. The Francis of Foy 


Movies. 

10. TheMooi\ 


Upcot. 

11. Emanuel of. Bridgewater , 


Newton. 

12. Salomon of Weymouth 


Randal. 

13. The Bark Dennis 


Kendal. 

14. The' Gabriel 


Harvey. 

15. The Michael 


Kinneriley. 


The faief fifteen of ftiips arrived and met together at Harwich tbp 27th May, 
anno 1578, where the general and the other captains made yiew and muftered thdr 

cbmDaniea.. 
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companies. And every feveral captun received from the general certain articles of 
^e^ion, for the better keeping of order and company together in the way j which articles 
are as followeth: 

Imprimis, to banifli fwearing, vice, and card-playing, and filthy communication, and 
to ferve God twice a day, with the ordinary fcrvice ufual in the Church of England, 
and to clear the glafs, according to the old order of England. * 

7’he admiral fliall carry the light, and after his light be once put out, no man to go 
a-head of him, but every man to fet his fails to follow as near as they may, without en- 
dangering one another. » 

That no man fliall, by day or by night, depart further from the admiral than the 
diflance of one Englifli mile, and as near as they may, without danger one of another. 

If it chance to grow thick and the wind contrary, either by day or by night, that the 
admiral be forced to call; jibout, before her calling about flie fliall give warning, by 
(hooting oft' a piece, and to her fliall anfwer the vice-admiral, and the rear-admiral, 
each of them with a piece, if it be by night or in a fog ; and that the vice-admiral (hall 
anfwer firft, and the rear-admiral laft. 

That no man in the fleet doferying any fail or falls, give upon any occafion any chace 
before he have fpoken with the admiral. 

That every evening all the fleet come up and fpeak with the admiral at feven o’clock, 
or between that and eight ; and if the weather will not ferve them all to fpeak with ‘ 
the admiral, then fome fliall fpeak with the vice-admiral, and receive the order of their 
courfe of Mailer Hall, chief pilot of the fleet, as he fliall direft them. 

If to any man in the fleet there happen any mifchancc, they lhall prefently Ihoot 
off two pieces by day, and if it be by night, two pieces, and Ihew two lights. 

If any man in the fleet come up in the night, and hail his fellow, knowing him not, 
he lhall give him this watch-word, “ Before the world was God.” The other (hall 
anfwer him (if he be one of our fleet), “ After God came Chrill his Son.” So that if 
any be found amonglt us, not of our own company, he that firll deferieth any fuch fail 
or fails, (hall give warning to the admiral by himfelf or any other that he can fpeak to, 
that fails better than he, being neared unto him. ^ 

That every (hip in the fleet, in time of fogs, which continually happen with little winds, 
and mod part calms, (hall keep a reafonable noife with trumpet, drum, or otherwife, to 
keep themfelves clear one of another. 

If it fall out fo thick or midy that we lay it to hull, the admiral (hall give warning 
with a piece, and putting out three lights one over another, to the end that every man 
may take in his fails ; and at his fetting of fails again do the like, if it be not clear. 

If any man difeover land by night, that he give the like warning that he doth for 
mifchances, two lights, and two pieces j if it be by day one piece, and put out his flag, 
and drike all his fails he hath abroad. 

If any (hip happen to lofe company by force of |(jpather, then any fuch (hip or (hips 
(hall get her into the latitude of — — , and fo keep that latitude imtil they get Frif- 
land ; and after they be pad the wed parts of FAfland, they (hall get them into the lati- 
tude of — 1 —- and — — , and not to the northward of — — ; and being onceentered within 
the dreights, all fuch (hips (hall every watch (hoot off a good piece, and look out well 
for fmoke and fire, which thofe that get in fird, (hall make every night, until all the 
fleet be come together. , 

Thai upon fhe fight of an enfign on the mad of the admiral (a piece being (hot off), 
the whol|||teet (hall repair to the admiral, to underdand fuch conference as tne general 
is to hm ^th tkem. 

If 
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If we chance to meet with any enemies, that four fljips fliall attend upon the ftdmiraU 
viz. the Vrancis of Foy, the Moon, the bark Dennis, and Ae Gabriel ; and four upon 
my lieutenant-general in the Judith, viz. the Hopewell, thc'Armenal, the]^are,and the 
Salomon ; and the other four upon the vice-admiral, viz. the Aime Francis, theThomae • 
of Ipfwich, the Emanuel, and the Michael. 

If there happetji^ any difordered perfon in the fleet, that he be taken and kept 
in fafe cuftody until he may conveniently be brought on board the admiral, and there 
to receive fuch punilhment as his or their oflences lhall deferve. 

By me, Martin Frobisher. 

Having received thefe articles of direftion, we departed from Harwich the 31ft of 
May, and failing along the fouth part of England weftward, we*at length came by the 
coaft of Ireland, at Cape Clear, the 6th of June, and gave chace there to a fmall bark 
which was fuppofed to be a pirate, or rover on the leas ;* but it fell out indeed that 
they were poor men of Briftow, who had met with fuch company of Frenchmen, as 
had fpoiled and flain many of them, and left the reft fo fore wounded, that they were 
like to perifli in the fea, having neither hand nor foot whole to help themfelves with, 
nor victuals to fuftain their hungry bodies. Our general, who well underftood the 
ofHce of a foldier and an Englimman, and knew well what the neceflity of the fea 
meancth, pitying much the mifery of the poor men, relieved them with furgery and 
falves to relieve their hurts, and with meat and drink to comfort their pinjpg hearts ; 
fome of them having neither eaten nor drank more than olives and ftinking water in 
many days before, as they reported. And after this good deed done, having a large 
wind, we kept our courfe upon the faid voyage, without ftaying to take in frefh water, 
or any other provifion, whereof many of the fleet were not thoroughly furniflied ; and 
failing towards the N. W. parts from Ireland, we met with a great current from out of 
the S. W. which carried us, by our reckoning, one point to the northward of our faid 
courfe ; which current feemed to us to Continue itfcif towards Norway, and other the 
N. E. parts of the world, whereby we may be induced to believe, that this is the fame 
which the Portugals meet at Capo de Buona Speranga, where ftriking over from 
thence to the Streights of Magellan, and finding no paflage there for the narrownefs 
of the faid ftreights, runneth along into the great Bay of Mexico ; whore alfo having 
a let of land, it is forced to ftrike back again towards the N. E. as we not only here, 
but in another place alfo, further to the north-ward, by good experience this year have 
found, as lhall be hereafter in its place more at largo declared. 

Now had we failed about fourteen days without fight of any land, or any other living 
thing except certain fowls, as wilmols, noddies, gulls, 8ic. which there fetm only to 
live by fea. 

The 20th of June, at two o’clock in the mornijig, the general deferied land, and 
found it to be Weft Frizland, now named Weft lingland. Ilere the general and other 
gentlemen went alftore ; being tlft firft known Chriftians that we have true noricc of, 
that ever fet foot upon that ground. And therefore the general took pofleflion thereof 
to the ufe of our fovereign Lady the Queen’s Majefty, and difeovered here a goodly 
harbour for the Ihips, where were alfo certain little boats of that country. And being 
there landed, they efpied certain tents, and people of the country, which were (as they 
judged) in all forts very like thofe of Meta Incognita, as by the apparel and other 
things which we found in their tents appeared. , ’ * 

The favage and funple people, fo foon as they perceived our men coming toward 
them (fuppofmg there had been no other world but thdrs), fled fearfully away, as men- 

9* ’ much 
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much amaRed at fo ftran^e a fight, and creature^ of human fliape, fo far in apparel, 
complexion* and other things, different from themfelves. They left in their tents all 
their fumituFe for hafte behind them, where amongft other things were found a box 
of finall nails, and certain red herrings, boards of fir-tree well cut, with divers other 
things artificially wrought, whereby it appeareth that they have trade with fome civil 
people, or elfe are, indeed, themfelves artificial workmen. 

Our men brought away with them only two of their dogs, leaving iff recompence bells, 
looking-glalfes, and divers of our country toys behind them. 

Ihe country, no doubt, promifeth good hope of great commodity and riches, if it 
may be well difeovered. <6ome are of opinion that this Weft England is firm land 
witn the north-eaft parts of Meta Incognita, or elfe with Greenland. And their rcafon 
is, becaufe the people,' apparel, boats, and other things, are fo like to’theirs. And an- 
o^er reafon is, the multitude of iflands of ice, which lay between it and Meta Incognita j 
both argue that on the north fide there is a bay, which cannot be but by the conjoining 
of the two lands together. 

And having a fair and large wind, we departed from thence towards Frobiflier’s 
Streights, the 33d of June. But firft we gave name to a high cliff in Weft England, 
the laft that was in our fight, and for a certain fimilitude, we called it Charing Crofs. 
Then we bare foutherly towards the fea, becaufe to the northwards of this coaft, we 
met with much driving ice, which by rcafon of the thick mifts and weather might have 
been fom^trouble unto us. 

On Mraiday the laft of June, we met with many great whales, as they had been ' 
porpoifes. 

ITiis feme day the Salamander, being under both her courfes and bonnets, happened 
to ftirike a great whale with her full ftein, with fuch a blow that the (hip ftood ftill, 
and ftirred neither forward nor backward. The whale thereat made a great and ugly 
noife, and caft up his body and tail, and fo went under water ; and within two days 
after, there was found a great whale dead, fwinnning above water, which we fuppofed 
was that which the Salamander ftruck. 

The 3d day of July, early in the morning, we had fight of the Queen’s Foreland, 
and bare in with the land all the day, and paffing thrtugh great, quantity of ice, by 
night were entered fomewhat w-ithin the fti eights ; p<erceiving no way to pafs further 
in, the whole place being frozen over from the one fide to the other, and as it were, 
with many walls, mountains, and bulwarks of ice, choaked up the paffage and denied 
us entrance. And yet do I not think that this pafl’age or fea hereabouts is frozen over 
at any time of the year ; albeit it feemed fo imto us by the abundance of ice jpthered 
together, which occupied the whole place j but I do rather fuppofe thefe ice to" be 
bred in the hollow founds and frcllicts thereabouts, which by the heat of the fummer’s 
fun, being loofe, do empty themfelves with the ebbs into the fea, and fo gather in great 
abundance there together. 

And to fpeak fomewhat here of the ancient opinion of the frozen fea in thefe parts ; 

I do think it to be rather a bare conjefture of men, than that *ever any man hath 
made experience of any fuch feaj and that whicti they fpeak of Mare Glaciale, may ‘be 
truly thought to be fpoken of thefe parts, for this may well be called indeed the icy 
fea, but not the frozen fea, for no fea cc^ififting of felt-water can be frozeh as I 
have more at large herein fliewed my opinion in my fecond voyage, for it feeraetft ‘llbfi- 
polfibie^ ibr any^ to be frozen which hath its, courfe of ebbing and flowing, 
gially in J^fe phees where the tides do ebb and flow above ten fethoii]tS« ^^>4. ^ 
ice, wMch we fometimes met one hundred miles from 
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out of the fait fea, are in tafte firdh, and being diffolved, beconte fssreet ahxf 
fome water. ' 

And the caufe why this year we have been mofe cumbered with ice, than at other 
times before, maybe by rcafon of the eafterly ahd foutherly winds, Which brouj^ht us*‘ 
mere timely hither than we looked for j Which blowing from the fea direftly upon the 
place of our ftr^ghts, have kept in tlie ice, and not fumed them to be carried out to 
the main fea, where they would in more fltort time have been diflblved. And all thefe 
fleeting ice are not only fo dangerous in that , they wind and gather fo near together, 
that a man may pafs fometimes ten or twelve miles as it were upon oiie firm ifland of 
ice ; but alfo for that they open and Ihut together in fuel? fort with the tides and fea- 
gate, that whilft one fhip followeth the other with full fails, the ice which was open to 
the foremoft, will join and clofe again before the latter can fellow the firft, whereby 
many times our Ihips were brought into great danger, as being not able fo fuddenly to 
take in our fails, or ftay the fwift way of our fliips. 

We were forced many times to ftem and ftrike great rocks of ice, and fo as it were 
make way through mighty mountains. By fuch means fome of the fleet, wdiere they 
found the ice open, entered in, and paflfed fo far within the danger thereof with con- 
tinual defire to recover their port, that it was the greatefl: wonder of the world that 
they ever cfcaped fafe, or were ever heard of again; for even at this prefent time we 
. mined two of the fleet, that is, the Judith, wherein was the lieutenant-general, Captain 
Fenton ; and the Michael, whom both we fuppofed had been utterly loft, having not 
heard any tidings of them in more than twenty days before. 

And one of our fleet, named the bark Denis, being of one hundred tons burthen, 
feeking way in amongft thefe ice, received fuch a blow with a rock of ice, that Ihe 
funk down therewith in fight of the whole fleet ; howbeit having fignified her danger, 
by {hooting off a piece of great ordnance, new fuccour of other {hips came fo readily 
unto them, that the men were all faved with boats. 

Within this fhip that was drowned, there w-as parcel of our houfe, which was to be 
erefted for them that Ihould ftay all the winter in Meta Incognita. 

This was a more fearful fpedtacle for the fleet to behold, for that the outrageous 
ftorm that prefently followed, threatened them the like fortune and danger; for the 
jfleet being thus compa^Ted (as forefaid) on every fide with ice, having left much be- 
hind them, through which they pafled, and finding more before them through which it 
was not poflible to pafs, there arofe a fudden and terrible tempeft at theS.E.which blowing 
from the main fea diredly upon the place of the ftreights, brought together all the ice a 
fea-board'of us upon our backs, and thereby debarred us of returning back to recover 
fea-room agaiii ; lb that being thus compafled with danger on every fide, fundry men, 
vwth fundry devifes, fought the beft way to fave themfelves. Some of the Ihips, where 
they could find a placo more clear of ice, and get a little birth of fea-room, did take 
in thdr fails, and there lay adrift. Other fome fiiftened and moored anchor upon a 
great ifland of ice, and rode under the lee thereof, fuppofing to be better guarded 
.thereby front the outrageous winds, ^md the danger of the leflef fleeting ice. And 
Sgjun fpnie were fo fall {hut up, and compalTed in among an infinite number of great 
^ountri^ and iflands of ice, that they were fain to commit themfelves and their Ihips to 
dlelmercy of the unmerciful ice, and ftrengthened the fides of their {hips with junks of 
beds^ nswifts, planks, ^d fuch like, which being hanged Otfer'^oard on the fidcs 
of ^eir Ihips, tiiight the better defend them from the optrigebqs fway anti Ifrokes of 
^ But greateft diftrefs nien pf beft yalpiir are beft to bedifcernbdj,fi) 

j^'^llj^tiiy worthy, icoiiua^d&tibn and noting, udth wM invincible mind every capi^ 
xii, 2 '^ ' * encouraged 
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cMiottrsig^ his opmpany, and with 'What incredible labour thie painful mariners and poor 
miners (una<^fated widi ftch dabteniities), to the everlafting renown of our nation, 
did overfiOltne brunt of thefe fenat^-aad ettrenb dangers: for fome, even without 
board upbh the^ice, and fome whhm bfeistrd upon the fides of their (hip*!, having poles, 
pikes, pieces of timber, and oats in’thlSr hands, flood almoft day and night Without 
any reft, bearing off the fpfee and breaking die fway of the ice with fuch incredible 
pain and peril, that it was wonderful to behold; which otherwife no doubt had ftricken 
quite throu^ and through the 'fides of their fliips, notwithftanding our former provifion; 
for planks of timber, of more than three inches thick, and other things of greater 
force and bignefs^ by the faring of the feii and billow, with the ice were fhivered and 
cut in funder, at the fi^es of our fljips ; fo that it will feem more than credible to be 
reported of. And yet (that which is more) it is faithfully and plainly to be proved, and 
that by many fubuantial witneffes, that our fhipsi even thofe of greateft burthens, with 
the nieering of the contrary waves of the fea, were heaved up between iflands of ice, 
a foot well near out of the fea, above their water-mark, having their knees and timbers 
within board both bowed and broken therewith. 

And amidft thefe extremes, whilft fome laboured for defence of the fhips, and 
fought; to fave their bodies, other fome, of more mild fpir/t, fought to fave their 
fouls by devout prayer and meditation to the Almighty, thinking, indeed, by no other 
means pOlffibfo than by a divine miracle to have their deliverance ; fo that there was 
none that w^’e rither idle, or not well occupied, and he that held himfelf in bell fecu- 
rity had'fOfefl'knOwetlO but only bare hope remaining for his beft fafety. 

Thus all the gallant fleet and miferable men, without hope of ever getting forth 
again, mftrefied with thefe extremities, remained here all the whole night and part of 
the n^t day, excepting four Ihips ; that is, the Anne Francis, the Moon, the Francis 
of ¥otf and the Gabriel, which being fomewhat a fea-board of the fleet, and being fall 
Ihip^ 'by a Sirind, having a more fcOpe of clear, tried it out all the time of the florm 
under bring hardly able to bear a coaft of each. 

And ^belt, by reafon of the fleeting ice, which were difperfed here almofl the 'Whole 
fea over, they were brought many times to the extremeft point of peril, mountains of 
ice ten t|>oufand times efcaping them fcaice one inch, which to have' ftricken had been 
their ptefent deftrudiUn, confidering the fwift courfe and way of the (hips, and the 
unwieldinefs' df*them to flay and turn as a man would wilh ; yet they efteemed it their 
better fafety, with fuch peril to feck fea-room, than without hope of getting 
liberty, to lie ftrlving againft the ftream, and beating amongft the icy mountains^ whofe 
bignels and monftrous greatnefs was fuch, that no man would credit, but fuch' aS'to^ 
their pains law and lelt it. And thefe four Ihips, by the next day at noon, got out to 
foa, and were firft clear of the ice, who now enjoying their owrt liberty, began anewn 
to forrow and fear for tfleir felloWs’ fafeties ; and devoutly knesling about their main-’ 
maft, they gave unto God humble thanks, not only for themfelve?|, but befoughf Hjim" 
likewife highly for their friends’ deliverance : and even how, whilft dmidft thefe extie# 
mtties, this gallant' fleet and yalihntmeh'feetealto^ther overlaboured and fbrewlatched, 
with the long and fearful coptihuance of the forefeid dangers, it pleafod (^d"with Hfe 
eyes of mercy to look downlifrom heaven to fend them help in godd time, ^ving^ht, 
the next day, a more favourable wind at W.'N. W. whith did Hot -tinly 
drive forth the ice li^fore them, but alfo gave them ljb<Sfty of mor^ fcopoi^ fea-l^tf^ 
a^d^^y were by night of the fame day fbUowin^®^ived of the 
to their greateft comfo^ they eh|oy|!d agam the folloWlhid> 

£(|^ in mending thq fides of lhi|fef fomo infettihg 
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ing their afid tacklii^ ; ^gaan, feme compls^og of thdr ialfe ilem borne away ; 
fome in ftopping their ; tome in recounting their dangers paft, fpent no fmall 
time and labour : fo that I dare w^l avouch^ were never men more dangeroufly 
diftrefl'^ nor more mercifully by God's providence' delivered j and hereof both the • 
torn ihips» and the wearied bodies of the men arrived, do bear molt evident mark and 
wimels. And now the whole fleet plied off' to Inward, refolving there to abide until 
the fun might coufume, or the force of the wind difperfe, tbefe ice firom the place of 
their palTage j and being a good birtfaf^off the ihore, they took in their fitils and lay 
adrift. 

The 7 th of July, as men nothing yet difinayed, we caft about towards the inward, 
and had fight of land, which rofe in form like the northerland of the ftrdghts, which 
fome of the fleet, and thofe not the worft mariners, judged to'be the norm foreland ; 
howbeit, other fome were of contrary opinion ; but the matter waai not well to be 
difeerned, by reafon of the thick fog which for a long time hung upon the coaft, and 
the new falling fnow which yearly altereth the lhape of the land, and taketh away, 
oftentimes, the mariners’ marks ; and by reafian of the dark mills which continued by 
the fpaoe of twenty days together, this doubt grew the greater and the longer perilous : 
for whereas, indeed, we thought ourfelves to be upon the N. E. fide of Fralnlher’s 
Streights, we were now carried to the fouth-weftwards of the Queen’s Foreland, and 
. being deceived by a fwift current coming from the N. E. were brought to the fouth- 
weflward of our laid courfe many miles more than we did think poilible could come to 
pafs ; the caufe whereof we have fince found, «nd it fhall be at large hereafter 
declared. 

Here we made a point of land, which fome millook for a place in the flreights crilled 
Mount "Warwick ; but how we ftould be fo fiu* Ihot uj) fo fuddenly with& the f^d 
ftrdghts, the expertefl mariners began to marvel, thinl^g it a thing impofitole ffrac 
they could be fo far overtaken in their accounts, or that any current could decrive them 
here which they had not by former experience proved and found out. Howbeit, many 
confefled that they found a fwifrer courfe of flood than before time they bad obferved ; 
and truly it was wonderful to hear and fee the ruihingand noife that the rides do make 
in this place, with fo violent a force, that our fhips, lying a-hull, were turned Tome- 
times round about, even in a moment, after the manner of a whirlpool, and the noife 
of rite ftreamiio Icfs to be heard afar ofi' than the wyter>&ll of London-bridge. 

But whiill the fleet fay thus doubtful amongll great llore of ice, in a place they 
knew not> without fight of fun ^whereby to take tha height, and fo to know the true 
elevation of the pole, smd without any clear of light to make perfect the coalt ; the 
g)en«rri, with riie captains and mailers of his Ihips, began doubtf^ully to quellion of the 
matter, and fent his pinnace aboard to hear each man’s opinion, and e^ecially of James 
Beare, tpafter of the Anne Francis, who was known to be a fufficient and Ikilful rnari- 
and having bem there the year before, had well ohferved the place, and drawn 
oi|t cards of the coa». But the rather this matter grew the more doul^f^, fop that 
Ch]^o{)her Hall, chief pilot of the voyage, ddivered a phun and pubw opinion, in 
tha hsariitg of the whole fleet, that he had never feen the aforeladd coaff bmre, and 
thlK Iteepuld not make it for any place of Frobilher’s Stprights, as fome of the fleet 
fil^^edt and yat the IjUid doth lie and tiW fo hke, that'ihe be& frmriners may be 
deceived^ 

t'olk hf l«ny, the w«fl3m‘ i^l eontinhing ijikk gnd dhrk,’ 'ibm^ of tlWiMps, fit 
fi^t of the''admtr^ aplithe rel): of the fleeti'itod wwdering to and ' 

tielt to fyfk hhil again to feaward, ri}roug|! 
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great ftore of }ce, or to follow on a courfe in 3 fea^tbay, or ftmghts they knew 

not, or along a coaft, whereof* by redbn of thetjark mills, they could not dilcem the 
dangers, ^ by chance any rock of broken ground fliould lie off the place, as commonly 
■ in thde parts it doth. 

The vice-admiral, Captain Yorke* oonfidering the forefaid opinion of the pilot Hall, 
who was with him in the Thomas Allen, having loll fight of the fleet, turned back to 
lea again, having two other Ihips in company with him. 

Alfo, the captain of the Anne Francis, having tlfo loft company of the fleet, and being 
all alone, held it for beft to turn it out again tofea, until they might have clear weather 
to take the fun’s altitude, and with incredible pain and peril got out of the doubtful 
place into the open fea again, being fo narrowly diftreffed by the way, by means of 
continual fog and ice, that they were many times ready to leap upon an illand of ice 
to avoid the prefent danger, and fo hoping to prolong life a while, meant rather to die 
a pining deaths 

Some hoped to fpe therafelves on chefts, and fome determined to tie the hatches of 
the Ihip together, and to bind rhemfelves* with their furniture, fell thereon, and fo to 
be towed with the fhip-boat alhore, which ctherwife could not receive half of the com- 
pany ; by which means, *if happily they had arrived, they lliould either have perifhed 
for lack of food to eat, or elfe fliould themfelves have been eaten of thofe ravenous, 
bloody, and maa-eating people. 

lliereft of the fleet following the couife of the general, which led them the way, 
palled up above 6 o leagues within the faid doubtful and fuppofed ftreights, having 
always a lair contment upon their ftarboard fide, and a continuance ftill of an open fea 
before them. 

The general, albeit with the firft perchance he found out the error, and that this 
was not the old ftreights ; yet he perfuaded the fleet always that they were in their right 
courfe, and known ftreights. Howbeit, I fuppofe, he rather diffembled his opinion 
therein than otherwife, meaning by th^t policy (being himfelf led with an honourable 
defire of further difeovery) to induce the fleet to follow him, to fee a further proof of 
that place } and, as fome of the company reported, he hath fince confeffed, that if it 
had not been for the charge and care he had of the fleet and fraughted fhips, he both 
would an4 could have gone through to the South Sea, and diffolved the long doubt of 
the p^age which we feek to find to the rich country of Cataya. 

1 . Of which miftaken ftreights, confidering the circumftance, we have great "caufe 
'o confirm our opinion, to like and hope well of the palfege in this place } fer the 
fortfeid bay or fea, the further we failed therein, the wider we ibund it, jvlth great 
likelihood of cndlefs continuance ; and where in other places We were much tfOttbled 
with ice, as in the entrance of the fame, fo, after we had felled 50 or <^o 
therein, we had no let of ice, or other thing at all, as in other places we found. * 

3, Alfo this place feemeth to have a marvellous great indrait, and draweth It 
me# of the dt^ft ice, and other things which do float in the fea, er^ar to the npi^ or 
eaftward of the feme, by good ejcperience we have found. . 

3. For here alfo we met with boards, laths, and divers other dupgs, drivfeg ip tWe! 
fea, which Was of the wreck of the fliip called the bark Denis, which periftHsd 
the ice as forefaid, being loft at; the firft attempt of the entranoe, 

Queen’s Foreland, in the mouth of Frobiiher’s Streights, which COUld ^ no 
have begp fo bryught thither, neither by wind ncikme, being loft 

foi^e of the faid current the feme had not been violently brou^ I 
hid bin br^llbt thither by tide of flood, jbok flow m ^ flufl 

9 * 
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the ebb would have recarried it as iar back again;, and by the wind it could not fo 
come to pafs, becaufe it was then fometime calm, and moil; times contrary. 

4nd fome mariners do affirm, that they have diligently obferved, that there runneth 
in this place nine hours flood to three ebb; which may thus Come to pafs by force of 
thefaid current : for whereas thefea, in moil places of the world, doth more or lefs 
ordinarily ebb and flow once every twelve hours, with fix hours ebb and fix hours flood ; 
fo alfo would it do there, were it not for the violence of this haftffliing cutrent, which 
forceth the flood to make appearance to begin before his ordinary time one hour and a 
half, and alfo to continue longer than his natural courfe by another hour and a half, 
until the force of the ebb be fo great, that it will no longer be refilled ; according to the 
faying, Naturam expellas fund licet) ufque recurriu Although nature and natural 
courfe be forced and refilled never fo much, yet at lail they will have thdr own fway 
again. 

Moreover, it is not poilible that fo great courfe of floods and current, fo high 
fwelling tides, with continuance of fo deep waters, can be digefled here without 
unburdening themfelves into fome open fea beyond this place, which argueth the more 
likelihood of the pafliige to be hereabouts : alfo we fuppofe thefe great indrafts do 
grow and are made up by the reverberation and refleflion of that fame current, which, 
at our coming by Ireland, met and crofled us, of which, in the firft part of this dif- 
courfe, I fpake ; which coming from the bay of Mexico, pafling by aihd wafhing the 
S.W. parts of Ireland, reboundeth over to the N.E. parts of the world, fuch as Nor- 
way, Iflaiid, Sec. where not finding any paflage to an open fea, but rather being there 
incrcafed by a new accefs, . and another current meeting with it from the Scythian fea, 
pafling the bay of St. Nicholas wellward, it doth once again rebound back, by the 
coails of Greenland, and from thence upon Frobiiher’s Streights, being to the fouth- 
weflwards of the fame. 

5. And if that principle of philofophy be true, that Inferiora corpora reguniur d fupe- 

rioribus ; that is, if inferior bodies be governed, ruled, and carried after the manner 
and courfe of the fuperiors, then the water, being an inferior element, mull needs be 
governed after the fuperior heaven, and fo follow the courfe of primnm mobile irom eail 
to well. ♦ 

6. But every man that hath written or conlidered any thing of this paflage, hath 
more doubted the return by the fame way, by reafon of a great downfall of water, 
which they imagine to be thereabouts (which we alfo by experience partly find), than 
any miilrpft they have of the fame paflage at all ; for we find (as it were) a great down- 
ftiU in Ibis pl^a, but yet not fuch but that we may return, although with much ado ; 
for we Rrere eafier carried in one hour, than we could get forth again in three. Alfo, 
by another experience at smother time, we found this current to deceive us in this fort; 
that whereas we fuppofed it to be 15 leagues off, and lying a hull, we were brought 
vpthin two leagues of the fliore, contrary to all expectation. 

. Our men that ftiiled furtheil in the fame millaken {freights (having the ttmn land 
upon their (larboard fvde), affirm that.they met with the outlet or paflage of water, 
which, CQmeth through Frobiiher’s Streights, and followeth as all one into this 
"■paflage. • ■ 

: .Some of our company alfo affirm, that they had light of a contin^t upon their lar- 
hoard fide, being 60 leagues . within the fuppofed ureights; howbmt, except certain 
’ifliimds in the entrance hereof, we could make no part perfed theiitof. aAll L;> 4 ^brefaid 
!(rf land feemeth to be mo^ ^vutful, and better ilored of grafs, deer, wild fowl, 
^^ jift^ridges, larks,, ii»rmew4 owls, wihnols, falcons, and taflbl gentils, raven^ 

beata; 
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bears* hares, foxes, and otlieac things, than any other part we have yet difcovercd, 
and is wore mjmitous. And h^e Luke Ward, a gentleman of the company, traded 
merchandhEe, did exchange knives, bells, looking^Iaffes, 8cc. with thofe country 
* people, 'j^ught him fowC fifo, bemr-ikins, and fuch like, as their country yiddeth, 
lor the iami?/ Here aifo dtey few uf thofe greater boats of the country, with twenty 
perfq^jn 

Nq# ^er the general had bellowed thefe many days here, not without many dan* 
gets, he returned back again. And by the way of feilfog along this coaft (being the 
backfide of the fuppofed continent pf America), apd. the Queen’s Foreland, he per* 
edVed a great found to go through into Frobiiher’s Strqghts. Whei,.upon lie lent the 
Oabriel, the aift of July, to prove whether they might go through and meet again 
with him in the ftreigh'ts, which they did, and, as we imagined before, the Oueen’s 
Foi eland proVed an lilaiid, as I think moll of thefe fuppofed continents will. And fo he 
departed towards the llrcights, thinking it were high time now to recover his port, and <o 
provide the fleet of their lading, whereof he was not a little careful, as Iball by the proccls 
and his refolute attempts appear. And in his return with the rcll of the fleet, he was 
fo entangled, by realon of tlie dark fog, amougft a number of illands and broken 
ground that lie off this d&aft, that many of the Ihips came over the top of rocks, which 
.prdently a&er they might perceive to lie diy, having not hall a loot water more than 
ibme Ot their IHIm did draw. And by reafon they could not with a Imall gale of wind 
ifon the force or the flood, whereby to go clear olF the rocks, tin y were fain to let an 
anchor fell with two bent of cable together, at an hundred and odd fathom depth, 
where otherwife they had been by the force of the tides carried upon the locks again 
and perilbed : fo that if God in thefe, fortunes, as a merciful guide, beyond the expcc* 
tatbn of man, had not carried us through, we had furely periflied amidft tliefe dangers ; 
for b^g many times driven hard aboard the fliore, without any fight of land, until 
we were ready to make Ihipwreck tbpreon, being foiced commonly with our boats 
to found before our Ihips, left we might light thereon before we could difeem the fame ; 
it pleafed God to give us a clear of fun and light lor a Ihort time, to fee and avoid 
thereby the danger, Iiaving been continually dark bolbie, and prcfently after. Many 
times alfo, by means of fogs and currents, being driven near upon^the coaft, God lent 
us, even at the very pinch, one profperous breath of wind or other, whereby to double 
the land and avoid the peril ; and when that we were all without hope of help, every 
man recommending himfelf to death, and crying out, “ Lord, now help or never ; 
now. Lord, look down from heaven, and feve us fmners, or elfe our lyietT cometh 
'op Lite i” even then the mighty Maker of heaven, and our merciful God, did deliver 
us ; fo that tliey who have been partakers of thefe dangers;, do even in their fouls con* 
lefs, that God even by minacle bath fought to fave them, whofe name be praifed 
tveruiore. 

Long tfoie now the Afme Francis had lain beating oflf and on all alone before the 
Queen’s Foreland, not being able to recover their port for ice, albeit they many times 
daftgeroufly attempted it, for yet the ice choaked up the paflkge,* and would not fuflfer 
them to enter j and having never feen any of the fleet fince twenty days paft, when, by 
reafe'n pf the thick "mifta, they vyere fevered in the miftaken ftreights, they did now, 
^this prefoat of July, ov«thwart a place in the ftr^hts called Hatton’s 
where me/ nnet with feven fiiips of |:he fleet again ;.wh»ch gbott hap did not only 
them of themfelves, j^in refpe^of the qojiitrfoft,^ily||^ they received from’fuch^l^ 
company, but efpeciafty jfhat^by this means mt out of doubt 

feiends, whofe fafeties long time they did not a hfele and fear. 
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At thdr meeting they hailed the admiral after the manner of the fea, and with great 
joy welcomed one another with a thundering volley of Ihot. And*now every man 
declared at large the fortunes and dangers which they had pafled. 

The 24th of July we met with the Francis of Foy, who with much ado fought way 
back again through the ice, from out of the miftaken {freights, where, to their great 
peril, they proved to recover their port. They brought the lirft news of the vice- 
admiral, Captain York, who many days, with themfelves and the Buffe of Bridgewater, 
was miffing. They reported, that they left the vice-admiral reafonably clear of the ice, 
but the other fliip they greatly feared, whom they could not come to help, being them> 
felvcs fo hardly diftrefled as never men more. Alfo they told us of the Gabriel, who, 
having got through from the backfide and weftern point of the Queen’s Foreland into 
Frobifher’s Streighls, fell into their company about the Cape of Good Hope. 

And upon the 27th of July, the fhip of Bridgewater got out of the ice, and met with 
the fleet which lay (ffi' and on under Hatton’s Headland. They reported of their mar- 
vellous accidents and dangers, declaring their fhip to be fo leaky, that they mull of 
ncccffity feek harbour, having their Item fo beaten within their buddings, that they had 
much ado to keep themfelves above water. I'hey had (as they^fay) 500 ftrokes at the 
pump ill lefs than half a n atch, being fcarce two hours ; their men being fo overwea- 
ried therewith, and with the former dangers, that they defired help of^men from the 
» other fhips. Moreover, they declared that there was nothing but ice and danger where 
they had been, and that the {Ireights within were frozen up, and that it was the inofl: 
impoflible thing ol the world to pafs up unto the Countefs of Wainvick’s Sound, which 
was the place of our port. 

'I’he report of thefe dangers by thefe fhips thus publifhed among the fleet, with the 
remembrance of the perils pafl, and thofe prefent before their face, brought no fmall 
fear and terror into the hearts of many coufiderate men ; fo that fome began privily to 
murmur againfl the general for this wilful manner of proceeding. Some defired to dif- 
f'ovcr fome harbour thereabouts, and to refrefh themfelves, and reform their broken 
veffils for a while, until the north and north-well winds might difperfe the ice, and 
make the place more free to pafs. Other fome, forgetting themfelves, fpake more 
undutifully in this behalf, fa)ing, that they had as lievc be banged when they came 
home, as without hope of fafety tr> leek to pafs, and fo to perifh amongfl the ice. 

The general not opening Itis cares to the pcevifh paffion of any private perfon, but 
chiefly relpeding the accomplifliment- of the caufe he had undertaken (wherein the thief 
reputation and fame of a general and captain confjfteth), and calling to his remem- 
brance theihort time he had in hand to provide fo great a number of fhips their loading, 
determined with this refolution to pafs and recover his port, or elfe there to bury him- 
felf with his attempt. 

Notwithflanding, fomewhat to appeafe the feeble paflions of the fearfuller fort, and 
the better to entertain time for a feafon, whilft the ice might the better be difl'olved, he 
hailed on the fleet with belief that he would put them into harbour. Thereupon, whilft 
the fhips lay off and on under Hatton’s Headland, he fought to go in with his pinnaces 
amongfl the iflands there, as though he meant to fearch for harbour, where indeed 
he meant nothing lefs, but rather fought if any ore might be found in that place, as 
by the fequel appeared. ^ 

In the niffan time, whilft the fleet lay thus doubtful, without any certain refolution 
ti(^ to do, being hard aboard the lee ffiore, there arofe a fudden and fbrrible* ’empeft 
^ S.E. whereby tlie ice began naarveiloully to gather about us. 

■Whereupon 
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than wflM^’aie p|k||pSS||i i^rmi, the danger of the ice, and the lee fhme. 
As^mS^ general’s private detcrtriinations, the weather 

another, nor perceive which way he 

his own former refolution, 

fouglttlK|||[)lpeawj|id^^ to recover his port, and wh^re be faw 

the S^P ^ arioriter/ ana fo himfelf 

vali«H|0iB||^M|iy^ iPp&e the fleet to fbl!Mr a^r, and with m- 

”PP^ 3 1 ft of July recovered 

bis ItMpMlwjllB |andry times being put back, and fcame to 

anchll^Pite C^i^|prayi^M y|K W the entrance whereof, when he thought 

Pfml^ w which gave the Aide fuch a blow, 
havjjBpIro te^^ a crckbill, that me ftruck rite anchor fluke 

thro]|||i^lj|jH|^^ which caufed fo great a leak, that with much 

ffaips at anchor within the harbour, whereat 
thev l|[H| |BM V to rejoice, for thofe they knew to be tl^ 

Micirollni^ipWWPi^ ImiiSittt^general Captain Fenton, and the ftnaUthS^ 
called the Gabriel, who fo long time were mifllng, and never heard of beft>re, l^tn 
every man made the kft reckoning never to hear of again. 
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Here every man greatly rejoiced of their happy meeting, and welcomed one another 
after the fea manner, with their great ordnance. ‘And when each party had ripped up 
their fundry fortunes and perils paft, they highly pfaifed God, ahdf;||^gether upon 
their knees gave him due, humble, and hearty thanks and mailer a learned . 

man, appointed by her Majelly’s council to be their mttiiller and pre^ii^r, made unto 
them a godly i'ermon, exhorting them efpecially to be thankful to God for dieir ftrange 
and miraculous deliverance in thefe fo dangerous places,’ and putting them in mind of 
the unceruiinty of man’s life, willed them to make themfelves always ready as refolute 
men, to enjoy and accept thankfiilly whatfoever adventure his divine Providence 
dioukl appoint. I’his mailer Wolfall being well feated and fettled at home in his own 
country, with a good and large living, having a good honeft woman to wife, ^d very 
towardly children, being of good reputation among the heft, refufed nolto takein hand 
I ins painful voyage, for the only care he had to fave fouls, and to reform thofe infidels, 
if it were pofliblc, to {'.hrillianity ; and allb partly for the great defire he had that this 
notable voyage, I'o '^ell begiia, miglit be brought to perfection ; and therefore he was 
contented to itay there tlie whole year, if occafion had ferved, bemg in every neceffary 
action as forward as the refolutcft men of all. Wherefore in this behalf he may 
rightly be called a true pallor and minilter of God’s word, which for the profit of his 
ilock fparecl not to venture his own life. 

But to return again fo (hiptain Fenton’s company, and to fpeak fomewhat of their 
d.nigers (albeit (hey be more than by writing can be expreffed), they reported that from 
the nighr of the lirll llorm, which was about the firft of July, until feven days before 
the general’s arrival, which was the 26th of thefante, they never law one day or hour 
wherein they were not troubled with continual danger and fear of death, and were 20 
days alinoll togethe r hill aiiioiigll the ice. They had their Ihip ftricken through and 
through on both lides, iln ir fali'e flem bonie quite away, and could go from their fljips 
in fome places very many miles, and might eafily have paffed from one ifland of ice to 
tmojher, even to t he fhore ; tiiid if God had not wonderfully provided for them and 
their necellity, and time h;ul not made them more cunning to feek ftrange remedies 
lor lirange kinds of dangers, it had been impollible for them ever to have efcaped : 
for among other ijevices, wherefoever they found any ifland of ice of greater bignels 
tlian the reft, (as there he fome of more than half a mile compafs about, and almolt 
40 fathom higli,) they comiuonly coveted to recover the fame, and thereof to make 
a buhvai k for their defence, whereon having moored anchor, they rode under the lee 
thereof for a time, being thereby guarded from t^he danger of the lefler, driving 
ice ; but when they mull needs forego this new found fort by means of other ice, which 
at length would undermine and compafs them round about, and when that by heaving 
tifthe billow they were therewith likely to be bruiied in pieces, they ufedto make fafl 
the fhip unto the moll firm and broad piece of ice they could find, and binding her 
nofe fall thereunto, would fill all their fails, w'hereon the wind having gr«rt powder, 
would force forward the fhip, and lb the fliip bearing before her the ice* and fo one 
ice driving forward aiiother, fltuuld at length get fcope and fea room ; and having by 
this means at length put their enemies to flight, they occupied the clear place for a 
prot ty fealbn among fundry mountains and alps of ice. One there was found by meafure 
to be 65 fatlumt above water, whieh for a kind of fimilitude was-catt^ Salomoil’s Porch. 
Some think thofe iflaiids eight times fo much under water as 'aiii|fibove, becaufe 
of their monllrous weight. Biit now I remember I fa^ yi^y'jifan^e wonid^rs, men 
w'alking, running, leaping, and fliooting upon the mam 4b miles firon.'*.>ny land, 
without any fhip or other veflel under them. AJfo 1 law freflj rivers running amidft 
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the fait fea 100 miles from land, which if any man will not believe, let him know that 
many of our company leaped out of their fhip upon iflands of ice, and running there 
up and down, did Ihoot at butts upon the ice, and with their calivers did kill great 
•feals, which ufe to lie and lleep upon the ice, and this ice melting above at top by 
refleftion of the fun, came down in fundry ftreams, W'hich uniting together, made a 
pretty brook able to drive a mill. 

The faid Captain Fenton recovered his port ten days before any man, and fpent good 
time in fearching for mine, and he found good ftore thereof. He alfo difeovered about 
ten miles up into the country, where he perceived neither town, village, nor likelihood 
of habitation ; but it feemeth (as he laith) barren, as the other parts which as yet we 
have entered upon ; but their viftuals and provilions wetit fo fcant with them, that they 
had determined to reiuVn homeward within feven days after, if the fleet had not then 
arrived. 

The general, after his arrival in the Countefs’s Sound, fpent no time in vain, but 
immediately at his firft landing called the chief captains of his council together, and 
confulted with them for the fpeedicr execution of inch things as then they had in hand. 
As firft, for fearching and finding out good mineral for the miners to be occupied on. 
Then, to give good orders to be obferved of the whole company aftiore. And laftly, to 
confider for the erecting up the fort and houfe for the ufe of them which W'ere to abide 
there the whole'year. For the better handling of thefe and all other important caufes 
in this fervice, it was ordained from her Majefty and the council, that the general 
Ihould call unto him certain of the chief captains and gentlemen in council, to confer, 
confult, and determine of all occurrents in this fervice, whofe names arc as they here 
follow : 

r Fenton. 

I Yorke. 

Captains^ Bell. 

I Carew. 

(^Philpot. 

And in fea caufes to have as alfiftants, Chriftopher Hall and Charles Jackman, being 
both very good pilots, and fufEcient mariners, whereof the one was chief pilot ol the 
voyage, and the other for the difeovery. From the place of our habitation weftward, 
ntafter Selman was appointed notary, to regifter the whole manner of proceeding in ihefe 
affairs, that true relation thereof might be made, if it plcafed her Majefty to require it. 

The firft of Auguft, every captain, by order from the general and his council, was 
commanded to bring alhore unto the Countefs’s Ifland, all luch gentlemen, Ibldiers, and 
miners, as were under their charge, with fuch provifion as they had of victuals, tents, 
and things neceffary for the fpeedy getting together of miite, and freight for the Ihips. 

The multer of the men being taken, and the victuals with all other things viewed and 
confidered, every man was fet to his charge, as his place ;md office required. I'he 
miners w ere appointed where to work, and the mariners diicharged their Ihips, 

Upon the 2d of Auguft, were publilhed anU proclaimed ujpon the Countels of 
Warwick’s Ifland, with found of trumpet, certain orders by the general and Ids council, 
appointed to be obferved of the company during the time of their abiding there. 

In the mean Itjtfte, whilft the mariners plied their work, the captains fought out new 
mines, the gold^ners made trial of the ore, the mariners difeharged their .fldps, the 
gaitlenien for exj^mple fake laboured heartily, and honeftly encomaged the inferior 
fort .to work. So that the fmall tin\e of that little leifurc that was left to tarry was ixot 
Ipejit in vain. 
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The ad of Au^uft, the Gabriel arrived, who came from the vlce-admlrar, and bein|f 
diftrefled fore with ice, put into harbour near 'unto Mount Oxford, and now viras 
the whole fleet arrived fafely at their port, excepting four, befides the ftiip that was loft j 
that is, the Thomas Allen, the Anne Francis, the Thomas of Ipfwich, and the Moon, . 
whofe abfence was fome let unto the works and other proceedings, as well for that thefe 
fliips were furnilhed with the better fort of miners, as with other provifxon for the 
habitation. 

The 9th of Auguft, the general, with the captains of his council, aflembled together, 
and began to confider and take order for the erefting up of the houfo or fort for them 
that were to inhabit there the whole year, and that prefently the niafons and carpenters 
might go in hand therewith. Firft, therefore, they perufed the bills of lading, that 
every man received into his fhip, and found that there was arrived only the eaft fide and 
the foiith fide of the houfe, and yet not that prrfetl: and entire, for many pieces 
thereof were ufed for fenders in many fhips, and fo broken in pieces, whilft they were 
diftrefled in the ice. Alfo after due examination had, and true account taken, tliere 
was found want of drink and fuel toferve one hundred men, wliich was the number ap- 
pointed firft to inhabit there, becaufe their greateft Itore was in the fliips which were not 
yet arrived. Then Captain Fenton, feeing the fcarcity of the necefl'ary things afore- 
faid, was contented, and ofl’ered hiinfelf to inhabit there with 60 men. Wliereupon 
they caufed the carpenters and niafons to come before them, and demanded in what time 
they would take upon them to erect a lefs houfe for fixty men. They required eight 
or nine weeks, if there were timber fufneient, whereas now they hJtd but 26 days in all to 
remain in that country. Wherefore it was fully agreed upon, and refolved by the 
general and his council, that no habitation fliould be there that year. And therefore - 
they willed maftcr Sclman the regiftor, to fet down this decree, with all their confents, 
for the better fatisfying of her Majcfty, the lords of the council, and the. adventurers. 

The Anne Francis, fince flie was parted from the fleet, in the laft ftorm before fpoken 
of, could never recover above five leagues within the ftreights, the wind being fome- 
time contrary, and moll times the ice compafling of them round about ; and from that 
time, being about the 27th of July, they could neither hear nor have fight of any of the 
fleet, until the 3d pf Auguft, when they deferied a fail near unto Mount Oxford, with 
whom when they had fpoken, they could underftand no news of any of the fleet at all ; 
and this was the Thomas of Ipfwich, who had lain beating oft' and on at fea with very foul 
weather and contrary winds ever fince that Torefaid ftorm, without fight of any man. 
They kept company not long together, but were forced to loJ'e one another again ; the 
Moon being confort always with the Anne Francis, and keeping very good company, 
plied up together into the ftreights, with great defire to recover their long wiflied port. 
And they attempted as often, and pafl'cd as far as poflible the wind, weather, and ice gave 
them leave, which commonly they found very contrary j for when the weather was 
clear and without fog, then commonly the wind was contrary ; and when it was 
either eafterly or foutherly, which would ferve their turns, then had they fo great a 
fog and dark mift tljerewith, that either they could not difeern way through the 
ice, or elfe the ice lay fo thick together, that it was impoffible for them to pafs ; and 
on the other fide, when it was calm, the tides had force to bring the ice fo fuddenly 
about them, that commonly then they were moft diftrefled therewith, having no wind 
to carry them from the danger thereof. ^ # • 

By the 6 th of Auguft, being with much ado got up as high 3;^ Lcjicefter Point, 
they had good hope to find the fouthern Ihore clear, and fo pafs up toward tiieir poft ; 
but bemg there becalmed, and lying a hull openly upon the great bay which cometh 
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out of the miftaken ftreights before fpoken of, they were fo fuddenly Goinpafled with icc 
round about, by means of the fwift tides which run in that pl&ce, that they were never 
afore fo hardly befet as now ; and in feeking to avoid thefe dangers in the dark weatiter, 
.the Anne Francis loft fight of the other two Ihips, who being likewife hardly diftr^ed,. 
fignificd their danger, as they fince reported, by (hooting oft' their ordnance, which vhij 
other dSuld not hear, nor if they liail heard could have given them any remedy, being 
fo bufily occupied to wind themfelves out of their ow n troubles. 

The flceboat called the Moon, was here heaved above the water with the force of 
the ice, and received a great leak thereby. Likewife the Thomas of Ipfwich aiui the 
Anne Francis were forely bruifed at that inftant, having their falfe ftems borne away, 
and their fliips fide ftricken quite through. 

Now, confidcring the’continual dangers and contraries, and the little leifure that tlicy 
had to tarry in thefe parts, befidcs that every night the ropes of their fliips were fo frozen, 
that a man could not handle them wthout cutting his hands, together tvith tlie 
great doubt they had of the ileet’s fafety, thinking it an impoflibility for them to pals 
into their port, as well (or that they faw themfelves, as for that they heard by the former 
report of the fliips which had jiroved before, who affirmed that the ftreights tvere all 
frozen over within ; they thought it now very high time to conlicler of their eftates and 
fafeties that were yet left together. And hereupon the captains and mailers of thelc 
fliips defired thei captain of the x\nne Francis to enter into conlicieration W'irh them of 
thefe matters. Wherefore Captain 'I’imlield of the Thomas of Ipfwich, with his pilot 
Richard Cox, and Captain Dpcote of the Moon, with his nialtcr Johti Lakes, camd 
aboard the Anne Kraucis the 8th of Auguft, Ui conlult of liiefe caufes ; and being 
afl'einbled together in the; captain’s cabin, fundry doulits were there alledged -, f )r tile 
fearfulleT' fort of mariners being overtired with the continual labour of the former 
dangers, qoveted to return homeward, faying that they w'ould not again tempt God lii 
much, who had given them I'o nuuiy warnings, and delivereil them from i'o wonderful 
dangers ; that they rather tlefired to lofe wages, freight, and all, than to continue and 
follow fuch defperate fortunes. Agtiiii, their (hips were fo leaky, and the men i'o weary, 
that to amend the one and refrefli the other, they mult of neccility ieek into harbour. 

But on the other fide it was argued again to llie contrary, that to, feek into harbour 
thereabouts, was but to fubjefl themfelves to double' dangers, if happily they cfcajied 
the clangers of rocks in their entering, yot being in, they were nevtTllielefs fubjecLthere 
to the danger of the ice, which with the fwift tides and currents is carried in and out 
in moft harbours thereabouts, am,! may thereby gall their cables afuiider, drive them 
upon the (bore, and bring them to much trouble. Alio, the coail is fo much 
fubjed to broken ground and rocks, efpecially in the mouth and entrance of every har- 
bour, that albeit the channel be founded over and over again, yet are you never the 
nearer to difeern the dangers; for the bottom of the I'oa liokiing like fliape and 
form as the land, being full of hills, dales, and ragged rocks, I'ulFercth you not by 
your foundingsAo know and keep a true guefs of the depth : for you fliall found upon 
the lide or hollownefs of one hill or rock under water, and have ipo, ^o, or 40 fathom 
depth, and before the next call, ere you (hall f/e able to heave your lead again, you 
(hall be upon the top thereof, and come aground to your utter coiifufion. 

Another reafon againft going to harbour was, that the cold air did threaten a 
fudden freeaing wp of the founds, feeing that every ice there was new congealed ice, 
even pf wat^r which remained within their fti4)s ; and therefore it (lioiikl Ceem to 
to jie off and on at fea, than for lack of wind to bring them forth from 
fort to v.oq haaWishy ftidden frofts to be Ihut up the whole year, 
fpept m V, • 6* After 
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After many fuch dangers and reafons alledged, and large debating of thefe caufes 
on both fides, the Captain of the Anne Francis defivered his opinion unto the company 
to this elFeft : — Firft, conceraing the queftion of returning home, he thought it fo much 
difhpnourable, as not to grow in any further queftion; and again to return home, at, 
length (as at length tliey muft needs), and not to be able to bring a certain report of the 
fleet, whether they were living or loft, or whether any of them had recovered tl#Ir port 
or not, in the Countefs's Sound, (as it was to be thought uioft part would if they were 
living) ; he laid it would be fo great an argument either of want of courage or dif- 
cretion in them, as he refoived rather to fall into any danger, than fo fliamefully 
confent to return home, protefting that it fliould never be fpoken of him, that he 
would ever return without doing his endeavour to find the^ fleet, and know the 
certainty of tlie general’s fafety. He put his company in remembrance of a pinnace of 
five ton burthen, which he hacl within his (hip, which was carried in pieces, and unmade 
uj), for the ufe of thofe which fhould inhabit there the whole year, the which if.thty 
could find means to join together, he oft'ered himfelf to prove before therewith, 
w'hcthcr it were pofilble for any boat to pafs for ice, whereby thefhip might be brought 
in after, and might alio thereby give true notice if tuiy of the fleet were arrived at 
their port or not. 

But nocwithfiandiiig, for that he well perceived that the moft part of his company 
were addicted to put into harlxnir, he was willing the rather for thefe taufes fomewhat 
to incline thci eto. As firft, to fearch along the lame coaft, and the founds thereabouts, 
he thought it to be to good purpofc, for that it was likely to find foine of tlie fleet 
there, which being leaky, and fore bruife^d with the ice, were the rather thought likely 
to be pur into an ill lairboiir, Iwing diftrclfed with foul weather in the laft ftorin, than 
to hazard their uncertain fafeties umonglt the ice ; for about this place they loft them, 
and left the fleet then doubtfully quellioning of harbour. 

It was likely alfo, that they might liiid feme fit harbour thereabouts, which might be 
bchuveful for them againft another time. It w'as not likewife impoflible to find fome ore 
or mine tliereabouis, wherewithal to freight their fliips, w'hich would be more com- 
modious in this place, for the ncarnefs 10 feaward, and lor a better outlet, than farther 
within the ftreiglii.,s, being likely here ahvays to load in a flmrtcr time, howibever the 
ftreight flioulil be peftcred with ice within ; fo that if it might come to pafs that thereby 
they might cither find the fleet, mine, or convenient harbour, any of thefe three would 
ferve their prefent turns, and give fomc hope and comfort unto their e.cmpanies, which 
now were altogether comfortlefs. But if that all fo; time Ihmdd fall out fo contrary, 
that they coulcl neither recover their port, nor any of thefe aforefaid helps, that vet they 
would not depart the coaft, as long as it waspollible for them to tarry there, but w'oultl 
lie oil' and on at fea athwart the place : therefore his final conclufion was let dowm thus ; 
firft, that the d'homas of Ipfwich and the Moon Ihould confort and keep company 
togetlior carefully with the Anne Francis, as near as they coidd, and as true Knglilhmon 
and faithful friends^ Ihould fupply one another’s wants in all fortunes and dangers. In 
the nwirning following, every Ihip to fend off his boat, with a fufficient pilot, to fearch 
out and found the harbours for the lai^ bringing in of their Ihips ; and being arrived in 
harbour, where they might find convenient place for the purpofe, they refoived forth- 
with to join and fet together the pinnace, wherewithal the Captain of the Anne Francis 
might, according to his former determination, difeover up into the ftreighis. 

After foefe determinations thus ftt down, the Thomas of Ipfwiqh tli^ night* following 
loft company of the other (hips, and afterward lhaped a contrary courfe liomeward, 
which fell out, as it manifeftly appears, very much againft thek captain Maftes Tanfield’s 

mind, 
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mind, as by due examination before the lords of her Majefty’s moft honourable privy 
council it hath fmce been proved, to the great difcredit of the pilot Cox, who fpecially 
perfuaded his company, againft the opinion of his’<faid captain, to return home. 

And as the captain of the Anne Francis doth witnel’s, even at their conf^i^e 
together. Captain Tanfield told him, that he did not a little fufpeft the faid pilot 
fayingHhat he had opinion in the man neither of honeft duty, manhood, nor conftancy, 
Notwithftanding the faid Ihip’s departure, the captain of the Anne Francis being 
defirous to put in execution his former refolutions, went in his fhip’s boat (being ac- 
companied olfo with the Moon’s fkiif), to prove amongft the iflands which lie under 
Hatton’s headland, if any convenient harbour, or any knowledge of the fleet, or any 
good ore were there to be found. The Ihips lying off and on at fea the while under fail, 
fearching through many founds, they faw them all full of many dangers and broken 
ground ; yet one there was, which feemed an indifferent place to harbour in, and 
which they did very diligently found over, and fearched again. 

Here the faid captain found a great black ifland, whereunto he had a good liking, 
and certifying the company thereof, they were fomewhat comfortcii, and with the good 
hope of his words, rowed cheerfully unto that place ; where when they arrived, they 
found fuch plenty of black ore of the fame fort which was brought into England this 
lall year, that if the goodnefs might anfwer the great plenty thereof, it was thought that 
it might reafonably fuflice all the gold-gluttons of the world. This ifland, the cajitain for 
caufe of this good hap, called after his own name. Bell’s Blefling ; and with thefe good 
tidings returning aboard his Ihip the.gth of xluguft, about to o’clock at night, he was 
joyfully welcomed of his company, who before were difcomfbrted, and greatly expected 
Tome better fortune at his hands. 

The next day, being the i oth of Auguft, the weather reafonably fair, they put into the 
forefaid harbour, having their boat, for their better fecurity, founding before their fhip. 
Bui for all the care and diligence that could be taken in founding the channel over 
and over again, the Anne Francis came aground upon a funken rock within the 
harbour, and lay thereon more than half dry until the next flood, when by God’s 
almighty Providence, contrary alinoft to all expectation, they came afloat again, being 
forced all that time to uuderfet their Ihip with their main-yard, w,hlch otherwife was 
likely to overfet, and put thereby in danger the whole company. They had above 
two thoufand ftrokes together at the pump, before they could make their fhip free of 
the water again, fo fore flie was bruiled by lying upon the rocks. The Moon came 
fafely, and rode at anchor by the .Anne Francis, whofe help in their necellity they could 
iiot well have mifled. 

Now whilft the mariners were rummaging their fhips, and mending that which was 
amifs, the miners followed their labour for getting together a fufficient quantity of ore, 
and the carpenters endeavoured to do their beft for the making up of the boat or pin- 
xiace ; t^ch' to bring to pafs they wanted two fpecial and moft necelTary things, that is, 
certain pnncipal timbers that are called knees, which are the chiefeft ftrength of any 
boat, and alfp nails, wherewithal to join the plmks together ; whereupon, having by 
chance a fmith amongft them, (and yet unfurniflied of his necell'ary tools to work and 
lURke nails withal,) they were fain of a gun-chamber to make an anvil to work upon, 
and to tiiie a pickaxe inftead of a fledge to beat withal, and alfo to occupy two pair of 
fmall bellows inftead of one pair of great fmith’s bellows ; and for lack of fmall iron 
for the qaiier making of the nails, th^y were forced to break their tongSj gridiron, and 
fire-lhovei infaeCes. 
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The iith of Augufl; the cr^prain of the Anne Francis, taking the mailer of his fhip 
wth him, went up to the top of Hatton’s headland, winch is the higheft land of all the 
llreights, to the end lo defcry the fituation of the country underneath, and to take a 
true plot of the place, whereby alfoto fee what ftore of ice was yet left in the llreights,.. 
and alfo to fearch what mineral matter or fruit that foil might yield ; and the rather for 
the honour the laid captain doth owe to that honourable name which himfelf gave 
thereunto the laR year, in the higheft part of this headland, he caufed his company to 
make a column or crofs of (tone in token of Chrillian pofleflion. In this place there is 
plenty of black ore, and divers pretty Hones. 

The r- ili of Augul’, the captains with their companies chafed and killed a white 
bear, which adventured and gave a fierce affault upon ao men, being weaponed ; and 
he ferved them for good meat m;my days. ' 

d’ii'- 1 8th, with much ado the pinnace being fet together, the faid Captain Bell 
di'tciinined to depart up the fireights, to prove and make trial as before was pretended, 
fonie of his company gready perfuading him to tiic contrary, and fpcciallythe carpenter 
that fet the fame togeth-.r, who faid that he would not adventure himfelf therein for 
500/. for lli.it the boat hung together but only by the llrength of the nails, and lacked 
fome of her principal kne s and timbers. 

I’liefe words lomewhal tlil'couraged I'ome of the company which (hould have gone 
therein ; whereupon the captain, as one not altogether advifed to his mvn felf-wiil, but 
fomewhat forefering how if might be afterward fpoken, if contrary fortune fliould 
happen him, (“ Lo ! he hath followed his own opinion and defperate refolution.s, and fo 
thereafter it is befallen him,”) calling the mailer and mariners of belt judgment 
together, declared unto them how much the caufe imported him in his credit to feck out 
the general, as we>' to confer with him of fome caufes of weight, as otherwife to make 
due examination and trial of the goodnefs of the ore, whereof they had no aflurance 
but by the guefs of the eye, and it was well like the other ; which fo to carry home, 
not knowing the goodneis thereof, might be as much as if they fliould bring fo many 
Hones ; and therefore he defired them to deliver their plain and honeH opinion, 
whether the pinnace were fuiticient for him fo lo adventure in or no. It was ^nfwered, 
that by caref ul heed taken tiiereunto amonglL the ice, and the foul weather, the pinnace 
might fuflice ; and hereupon the inaHer’s mate of the Anne Francis, called John Gray, 
manfully and honeHly ofl'ering himfelf unto his captain in this adventure and fervice, gave 
caufe to others of his mariners to follow the attempt. 

And upon the 19th of AuguH, the faid captain -being accompanied with Captain 
Upcoie oi the Moon, and 18 perfons, in the fmall pinnace, having convenient portion of 
viftuals and things neceflliry, departed upon the faid pretended voyage, leaving their 
Hiip at anchor in good readinefs for the taking in of their f reight. And having little 
wind to lad withal, tliey plied along the fouthern Ihore, and palfed above 30 leagues, 
having the only help of man’s labour with oars, and fo intending to keep||hat Ihore 
aboard until they wen* got up to the farthoH and narroweH of the llreights, mindeil there 
to ciofs over, and to fearch likewife a J|^ng the northland unto the Count efs’s Sound, and 
from thence to pafs all that coall along, whereby if any of the fleet had been diHreli'ed 
by wreck f)f rock or ice, by that means they might be perceived of them, and lb 
they thereby to give them fuch lielp and relief as they could. They did greatly fear, 
:ind ever lufpetl: that Ibme of the fleet were furely call away, and driven* tp feek four 
falads among the cold clifls. ' • ’ ■ - 

And being Ihot up about 40 leagues within the llreights, they put over towards 
the north fltore, which was not a little dangerous for their ftr.jll boats ; and by means 
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The 24lh, the general, with two pinnaces au<l good number of men, went to Beare’s 
Sni|nd, commanding the faiJ caj)tain with his pinnace to attend the fervice, to fee if he 
c0l^ encounter or apprehend any of the people, for fundry times they lliewed themfelves 
biif^ thereabouts, fometimes with feven or eight boats in one company, as though they . 
minded to encounter with our company, which were working there at th«i mines in n« 
great numbers. But when they perceived any of our fliips to ride in that road (being 
belike more amazed at the countenance of a fliip, and a more number of men,) they 
did never fliew themfelves again there at all. Wherefore our men &ught with their 
pinnaces to compafs about the ifland where they did ufe, fuppofing thew foddenly to 
intercept fome of th6m. But before our men could come near, having belike fome watch 
in the top of the mountains, they conveyed themfelves privily away, and left fiie it Ihould 
I'cem) one of their great darts behind them for hafte, which weTound near to a place of 
tl'cir caves and houfing. Therefore, though our general were very deiirous to have 
taken fome of them to have brought into England, they being now grown more wrary 
bv their former icTes, would not; at any time come within our dangera. About 
midnigjlit of the fame day, the captain of the Anne Francis departed thence, aaid fet his 
courfe over the llrcights towards Hatton’s Headland, being about 15 leagues ifver, and 
returned aboard his Ihip the 25th of Auguft, to the great comfort of his company, 
who long tjxpcdcd his coming, w here he found his Ihips ready rigged and loaden. Where- 
fore he departed from thenee again the next morning towards the C«untefs’s Sound, 
wiiere he arrived the 2Sth of the fame. By the way he fet his miners afhoreat Beare’s 
Sound, far the better difpatch and gathering the ore together, for that fome of the fhips 
were l)ehind-hand with their freight, the time of the year palling fuddcnly away. 

The 1.11 h of Auguli: the Anne Francis was brought aground, and had eight great leaks 
nifviie'i'ii'Miich (he had received by means of the rocks and ice. This day (me mafons 
fbuer aKi hnufe, whicli Captain Fenton caul'ed to be made of lime and ftone upon the 
Cotmtels of W arwick’s Ifland, to the end we might prove againll the next year, 
whether the fnow could overwhelm if, the froft break it up, or the people difmember the 
fame ; and tiie bettor to allure thole brutilh and uncivil people to courtefy againll other 
times of our coming, we left therein divers of our country toys, as bells and knives, 
wherein they Ipecjally delight, one for neceffary. ufe, and the other for the great 
pleafuri! thi-roof ; alfo pitturesof men and women in lead, men on horfeback, looking- 
ghilTcs, whiilles, and pipes ; alfo in the houfe was made an oven, and bread left baked 
therein for them to fee and tafte. 

We buried the timber of our pretended fort ; alfp here we fowed peal^ OOrn, and 
other grain, to prove the fruitfulnefs of the foil againll the next year. 

The fleet now being in fome good readinefs for their lading, the general calling 
together the gentlemen and captains to confu't, told them that he was very defirous 
that fome further difeovery lliould be attempted, and that he would not onljt^lfe (jbd’s 
help, bring home his Ihips laden with ore, but alfo meant to bring fome d^mcate of 
further difeovery of the country, w'hich thing to bring to pafs (having fometime therein 
conl'ultecl) they found very hard, and almolt invincible. And coufidering, that already 
they had fpent fome* time in fearchiiJg out the trending and falhitm of thife millaken 
flreigliis, therefore it could not be faid, but that by this voyage notice of a 

further difeovery, and that the hope of the palTage thereby is much furth«aiM and in- 
creafed, as appeared before in the difeourfe thereof. Yet, nt^ith. femdm'^ '.jtf^y means 
might be.fuiTher devifed,the captains were contehted and fliould 

ajipoint and command, to take any enterprife in hand } wtucH'H^ef long f^L^ing 
found a thing very irnpoifible, and that rather confultation was to be had of rfetupobg 
voD. XU. • 4 B homeWardj, 
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homeward, efpecially for thefe.cau/es following: — firft, the dark foggy mills, the 
continual falling fnow and ftormy weather, which thc'y commonly were vexed With, 
and now daily more and more increafed, have no fmall argument of the winter’s 
drawing near; and alfo the frofl every night was fo hard and congealed without the 
found, that if by evil hap they fliould be long kept in by contrary winds, it was greatly 
to be feared that they Ihould be flint up there faft the whole year, wliich, being utterly 
unprovided, would be their utter deftruftion. Again, drink was fo fcant throughout 
all the fleet, by reafon of the great leakage, that not only the provifion that was laid 
in for the habitation was wanting and wafted, but alfo each fliip’s fevcral provifion 
fpent and loft, which many of our company to their great grief found in their return 
fince, for all the way homew'ards they drank nothing but water. And the great 
caufe of this leakage and wafting was, for that the great timber and foa-coal, which lay 
fo w'cighty upon the barrels, brake, bruifed, and rotted the hoops infuiuler. Yet 
nofwithftanding thefe rcafons allodged, the general himfelf (willing the reft of the 
gentlemen and captains every man to look to his charge and lading, that againtl a 
day appointed they ftiould be all in readinefs to fet homeward) wont in a pinnace, and 
difeovered further northw^ards in the ftreights, and found that by Beare’s Sound and 
Hall’s Ifland, the land was not firm, as it was firft fuppofed, but all broken iflaiids in 
manner of an archipelagus, and fo with other fccret intelligence to himfelf he 
returned to th(! fleet. Where prcfontly upon his arrival at the Countefs’s Sound, he 
began to take order for their returning homew'ards, and firft caufed certain articles to be 
proclaimed, for the better keeping of order and courfes in their return ; which articles 
were delivered to every captain. 

Having now received articles and directions for our return homc'W(y'''''i ’’ oth(.‘r 
things being in forwardnefs and good order, the laft day of Auguft the/ ’ '* "‘d 

from the Countefs’s Sound, except the Judith and the Anne Francis, w'ho ftay^.. lor 
the taking in of frefh w'ator, and came the next day, and met the fleet lying off and on, 
athwart Beare’s Sound, who ftayed for the general, who then was gone afhure to difpatch 
the two barks and the Bufl'e of Bridgewater for their loading, wlicreby to get the 
companies and other things aboard. The captain of the Anne Francis having molt 
part of his company afhorc, the i ft of September went alfo to B'care’s Sound in his 
pinnace, to fetch his men aboard ; but the wind grew fo great immediately upon their 
landing, that the Ihips at fea w'ert; in great danger, and fome of them forcibly put from 
their anchors, and greatly feared to be utterly loft, as the Hopewell, wlierein was Captain 
Carew and others, wdio could not tell on which fide their danger was moft ; for having 
mighty rocks threatening on the one fide, and driving iflands of cutting ice on the 
other fide, they greatly feared to make flu'pwrcck, the ice driving fo near them that it 
touched their bolt-fprit ; and by moans of the fea that was grown fo high, they were 
not able to put to lea with their fmall pinnaces to recover their fliips ; and again, the 
ftiipswere not able to tarry or lie athwart for them, by means of the outrageous winds 
and Iwelling leas. The general walled the captain of the Anne Francis, with his company, 
for that night to lodge aboard the Bufle of Bridgewater, and wciR himfelf, with the reft 
of his men, aboard the barks ; but their numbers were fo great, and the provifion of 
the barks lb fcant, that they peftered one another exceedingly. They had great hope 
that the next morning the weather would be fair, whereby they might recover their Ihips; 
but in the’ morning following it w^ much worfe, for the ftorm continued greater, 
the fea «being more fwollen, and the fleet gone quite out of fight : fo that 'now their 
do^ts began to grow great for the fliip of Bridgewater, which was of greateft receipt, 
dH whereof thev had beft hope and made moft account, rode fo far to leeward of the 
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harbour’s mouth, that they were not able for the rocks that lay between Ae wind and 
, them, to lead it out to fea with a fail j and the bark^ were already fo peft^ed with 
' men ai^d fo flenderly furniflied with provifion, that they had fcarce meat for fix days 
for filch numbers. 

The general in the morning departed to fea in the Gabriel, to feek the fleet, leaving 
ti^e iBuffe of Bridgewater and the Michael behind in Beare’s Sound. The Buffe fet fail, 
arid thought by turning in the narrow channel in the harbour to get to windward, but 
being put to leeward more, by that means was fain to come to anchor for her better 
fafety amongft a number of rocks, and there left in great danger of ever getting forth 
again. The Michael* fet fail to follow the general, and could give the Bufle no re- 
lief, although they earneftly defired the fame. And the captain of the Anne Francis 
was left in the hard eledion of two evils ; either to abide his fortune with the Bufle 
of Bridgewater, which was doubtful of ever getting forth, or elfe to be towed in his 
fmall pinnace at the ftern of the Michael through the raging feas, for that the bark 
was not able to receive or relieve half his company, wherein his danger was not a little 
perilous. 

. So after he refolved to commit himfelf v.ith all his company unto that fortune of 
God and fea, and was dangeroufly towed at the ftern of the bark for many miles, 
until at length they efpied the Anne Francis under fail hard under their lee, wnich was 
no fmall comfort unto them ; for no doubt both thefe and a great number more had 
* perilhed for lack of viduals and convenient room in the barks, without the help of the 
laid Ihip. But the honeft care that the mafter of the Anne Francis had of his captain, 
and the good regard of duty toward his general, fuffered him not to depart, but 
honeftly i to hazard a dangerous road all the night long, and notwithftanding 
all the mil ’‘y weather, when all the fleet befides departed. And the pinnace came no 
fooner aboard the Ihip, and the men entered, but ftie prefently Ihivered and funk in 
pieces at the ftiip’s ftern, with all the poor men’s furniture, fo weak was the boat with 
towing, and fo forcible was the fea to bruife her in pieces. But as God would, the 
men were all faved. 

At this prefent in this ftonn many of the fleet were dangeroufly diftrefled, and were 
fevered almoft all afunder ; but thanks be to God, all the fleet arrived fafely in Eng- 
land about the firft of Odober, fome in one place and fome in another. But amongft 
other, it was moll marvellous how the Bufle of Bridgewater got away, who being left 
behind the fleet in great danger of never getting forth, was forced to feek a way north- 
ward through an unknown channel full of rocks, upon .the back fide of Beare’s Sound, 
and there by good hap found out a way into the North Sea ; a very dangerous attempt, 
fave that neceflity, which hath no law, forced them to try mafteries. I’his aforefud 
North Sea is the fame which lieth upon the back fide of Frobilher’s Streights, where 
firft the general himfelf in his pinnaces, and after fome other of our company have dif* 
covered (as they affirmed) a great foreland, where they would have alfo a great iikeU- 
hood of the greateft palfage toward the Sduth Sea. 

The Bufle of Bridgewater, as ffie came homeward, to the fouthward of Frifeland 
dlfcovered a great ifland in the latitude of fifty-feven degrees and a half, which was 
never yet found before, and failed three days along the coaft, the land feeming to be 
fiuitful, full of woods, and a champain country. 

There died in the whole fleet in all this voyage not above forty perfons, which 
number is not great, confidering how many fliips were in the fleet, and howjllcange for* 
tunes we pafled. * * 

A general 


4 B 2 



55 <> 


ikobishe-r’s THIHO VOY-ICE for 


A geHtral and brief Dcfcriptio* of the Country, and Condition of the People, which are 

, found in Meta bu ognita. 

Haling now fufficiently and truly fe't forth the whole circumftance and partictilar 
handling of every occurrent in the three voyages of our worthy general, Captain 
Frobiiher, it ihall not be from the purpofe to Ipeak fomewhat in general of the nature 
of the country called Meta Incognita, and the condition of the favages there inhabiting. 

Firft, therefore, touching the topographical defeription of the place, it is now found 
in the laft voyage, that Queen Elizabeth’s Cape, being fituate in latitude 6i degrees 
and a half, which before was fuppofed to be part of the firm land with America, and 
alfo all the reft of the fouth fide of Frobilher’s Streights, are all feveral iflands and 
broken land, and likewife fo will all the north fide fall out to be, as I think. And 
fome of our company being entered above 6o leagues within the miftaken {freights, 
in the third voyage mentioned, thought certainly .that they had deicried the firm land 
of America towards the fouth, which I think will fall out fo to be. 

Thefe broken lands and iflands being very many in number, do feem to make there 
an archipelagus, which as they all differ in greatnefs, form, and fafliion, one from an- 
other, fo are they in goodnefs, colour, and foil, much unlike. They all are very high 
lands, mountajns, and in moil parts covered wdth fnow even all the fummer long. 'I’he , 
norther lands have lefs (lore of fnow, more grafs, and are more plain countries, tin* 
caufe whereof may be, fi^r that the fouther iflands receive all the fnow, that the cold 
winds and piercing aifbring out of the north j and contrarily, the north parts receive 
more warm air from the milder blafts of the fouth, whereupon may grow the caule 
why the people covet to inhabit more upon the north parts than the fouth, as far as 
we can yet by our experience perceive they do. Thefe people I judge to be a khid of 
Tartar,' or rather a kind of Samoed of the fame fort and condition of life that the 
Samoeds be to the north-caflwards towards Mufeovy, who are called Samoeds, which is 
as much to fay in the Mufeovy tongue, as eaters of themfcivcs, and fo tJie R ullians 
their borderers do name them. And by late conference with a friend of mine (with 
whom I did fometirae travel in Mufeovy) w'ho hath great experience of thofe Samoeds, 
and people of the north-caft, I find that in all their manner of living, thofe people of 
the north -caft, and thefo of the north- well arc alike. They are of the colour of a ripe 
olive, which how it may ».omc topafs, being born in fo cold a climate, I refer to the 
judgment of others, for they at;e naturally born children of the fame colour and com- 
plexion that all the Americans are, which dwell under the equinoftial line. 

They are men very a£tive and nimble. They are a ftrong people and very warlike, 
for in our fight upon the tops of the hills they would often mufter themfelves, and after 
the manner of a Ikirmilh trace their ground very nimbly, and manage their bows and 
darts with great dexterity. They go clad in coats made of the (kins of bealts, as of 
feals, deer, bears, foxes, and hares. They have alfo fome garments of feathers, being 
made of the cafes of fowls, finely fewed and compaft together ; or all which forts we 
br»ught home fome with us into England, wWth we found in tfieir tents. In fummer 
they ufed to wear the hair fide of their coats outward, and fometime go naked for too 
much' heat; and in winter (as by figns they have declared) they wear four or five 
fold upon*their bodies with the hair for warmth turned inward. Hereby it appeareth, 
that the air there is not indifferent f but either it is fervent hot, or elfe extreme cold, 
and far more bxceflive in both qualities than the reafon of the climate fhould yield ; 
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for there it is colder, being under 62 degrees in latitude than it is atWardhoufe in the 
voyage to St. Nicholas in Mufcoyy, being at about 7 1 degrees in latitude. The rto- 
fon hereof perhaps may be, that this Meta Incognita is much frequented and vmted 
with eaftern and north-eaftern winds, which from the fea and ice bringeth often an in- 
tolerjtblc cold air ; which was alfo the caufe that this year our ftrdghts were fo long 
flmt up with fo great ftore of ice ; but there is great hope and likelihood, that further 
within the ftreights it will be more conftant and temperate weather. 

Thefe people are in nature very fubtle and lharp-witted, ready to conceive our 
meaning by figns, aiul to make anfwer well to be underftood again ; and if thev have 
not fecn the thing whereof you alk them, they will wink and cover thdr eyes with their 
hands, as who would fay, it hath been hid from their fight. If they underfland you 
not w’hereof you alked them, they will Hop their ears. They will teach us the name of 
each thing in their language which we defire to learn, and are apt to learn any thing 
of us. I’hey delight in muilc above meafure, and will keep time and ftroke, to any 
tune you fliall fing, both with their ijoice, head, hand, and foot, and will fing the fame 
tunc aptly after you. They will row with our oars in our boats, and keep a true ftroke 
with our mariners, and feem to take great dv.light therein. 

They live in caves of the earth, and hunt for their dinners and prey, even as the 
bear or other wild bcalt do ; they eat raw flelh and filb, and refufe no meat, howfo- 
ever it be {linking. They are defperate in their fight, fullen of nature and ravenous 
’ in their manner of feeding. 

Their fullen and defperate nature doth herein raanifc/lly appear, that a company of 
them being environed by our men on the top of a high cliff', fo that they could by no 
means efcape our hands, liuding themfelves in this cafe dillrefledjchofe rather to call them- 
felves headlong down the rocks into the fea, and fo be bruifed and drowned, rather 
than to yield themfelves to our men’s mercies. 

F or their weapons to off'end their enemies or kill their prey withal, they have darts, 
flings, bows, and arrows headed with (harp ftones, bones, and fome with iron. They 
are exceeding friendly and kind-hearted one to the other, and mourn greatly at the 
lofs or harm of their fellows, and cxprcfs their grief of mind, when they part one with 
another, with a mournful fong and dirges. They are very lhamefaced in bewraying the 
fecrcts of nature, and very chafte in the manner of their living : for when the man 
wliich wc brought from thence into England the laft voyage, fhould put off his coat 
or difeover his whole body for change, he would not fuffer the woman to be prefent, 
but put her forth of his cabin. And in all the fpace of two or three months, while the man 
lived in company with the woman, there was never any thing feen or perceived between 
them, more than might have paffed between brother and filler. But the woman was 
in all things very ferviceable for the man, attending him carefully when he was fick, 
and he likewife, in all the meats which they did eat together, would carve unto her of 
the fwceteil, fatteft, imd beft morfels they had. They wondered much at all our things, 
and were afraid of our horfes and other beafts out of meafure. I’hcy began to grow 
more civil, familiar, ‘plcafant, and docible ainongft us in very lliort time. 

They have boats inkde of leather, bpd covered clean over, faving one place in the 
middle to fit in, planked within with timber j and they ufe to row them with one 
oar, more Iwiftly a great deal, than we in our boats can do with twenty. They hgve 
one fort of greater boats wherein they carry about twenty perfons, and have a mart: 
with a fail. thereon, which fail is made of thin fkiiwor biad^rs, lowed togetlie|; ^th the 
fmews of filhes. * 

They 
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They are good fifliermen, and in thdr fmall boats being difguifed in their coats 
of feal (kins, they deceive the fiih, who take them rather for thehr fellow feals, than for 
deceiving men. They are good markfmen j with their dart or arrow they will com- 
monly loll a duck, or any other fowl, in the head, and commonly in the eye. When 
they fhoot at a great filh with any of their darts, they ufe to tie a bladder thereunto, 
whereby they may the better find them again, and the fifb not able to carry it fo eafily 
away (for that the bladder doth buoy the dart) will at length be weary and die therewith. 

They ufe to traffick and exchange their commodities with fome other people, of whom 
they have fuch things as their miferable country, and ignorance of art to make, denieth 
them to have, as bars of iron, heads of iron for their darts, needles made four fquare, 
certain buttons of copper, which they ufe to w^ear upon their foreheads for ornament, 
as our ladies in the court of England do ufe great pearl. 

Alfo they have made figns unto us, that they have feen gold^ and fuch bright 
plates of metals, which are ufed for ornaments among fome people with whom they 
have conference. 

We found alfo in their tents a guinea bean of red colour, the which do ufually grow 
in the hot countries. Whereby it appeareth that they trade with other nations which 
dwell far off, or elfe themfelves are great travellers. 

They have nothing in ufe among them to make fire withal, faving a kind of heath 
and mols whiqh groweth there ; and they kindle their fire with continual rubbing and 
fretting one flick againll another, as we do with flints. 

They draw witli dogs in fleds upon the ice, and remove their tents therewithal, 
wherein they dwell in fummer, w'hen they go a hunting for their prey and provifion 
againft winter. They do fometime parboil their meat a little and feethe the fame in 
kettles made of feals (kins ; they have alfo pans, cut and made of flone very artificially : 
they ufe pretty gins w'herewith they take fowl. 

The women carry their fucking children at their backs, and do feed them with raw 
flefh, which firft they do a little chew in their own mouths. The women have their 
faces marked or painted over with fmall blue fpots. They have black and long hair 
on their heads, and trim the fame in a decent order. The men have but little hair on 
their faces, and very thin beards. For their common drink, they rat ice to quench their 
third withal, 'fheir earth yieldeth no grain or fruit of fuftenance for man, or almoft 
for bead to live upon ; and the people will eat grafs or fhrubs of the ground, even 
as our kine do. They have no wood growing in their country thereabouts, and yet we 
find they have fome timber ainong them, which we think dotWgrow far off to the 
fbuthwards of this place, about Canada or fome other part of Newioundland : for there 
belike, the trees danding on the cliffs of the fea-fide, by the weight of ice and fnow 
in winter overcharging them with weight, when the dimmer’s thaw cometh about, and 
alfo the fea underfrctiing them beneath, which winneth daily of the land, they are 
undermined and fall down from thofe clids into the fea, and with the tides and 
currents are driven to and fro upon the coafts further off; and by conjedlure are 
taken up here by thefe country people, to ferve them to plank and drengthen their 
boats withal, and to make darts, bows, and g/rows, and fuch ‘other things neceffary 
for their ufe. And of this kind of drift-wood we find all the feas over great dore, 
Vf|ijch being cut or fawed afunder, by rcafon of long driving in the fea is eaten of worms, 
und full of holes, of which fort theirs is found to be. 

We have not yet found any venomous ferpent, or other hurtful thing in^fhefe parts, 
but there* is a i^nd of fmall fly or gnat, that ftingeth and offendeth forely, leaving 
; V many 
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many red fpots in the face and other places where Ihe ftingeth. They have fnow and 
hail in the beft time of their fuminer, and the grottnd frozen three fathom deep. 

Thefe people are great enchanters, and ufe many charms of witchcraft ; for when 
their heads do ake, they tie a great ftone with a firing unto a flick, and with certain 
prayers and words done to the flick, they lift up the flone from ground, which fome- 
tiines with all a man’s force they cannot ftir, and fonietime again they lift as eafdy as 
a feather ; and hope thereby with certain ceremonious words to have eafe and help. 
And they made us by figns to underfland, lying grovelling with their faces upon the 
ground, and making a noife downward, that they worfhip the devil under them. 

I'hcy have great (lore of deer, bears, hares, foxes, and innumerable numbers of 
fundry forts of wild fowl, as fea-iucws, gulls, wihuots, ducks, &c. whereof our men 
killed in one day fifteen hundred. They have alfo ftore of hawks, falcons, taflels, &c. 
wdiereof two alighted on one of our Ihips at their return, and were brought into Eng- 
land, which fome think will prove very good : there are alfo great ftore of ravens, larks, 
and partridges, whereof the country people feed. All thefe fowls are far thicker 
cloathed with down and feathers, and have thicker fkins than any in England have ; 
for as that country is colder, fo nature hath provided a remedy thereunto. 

Our men have eaten of their bears, hares, partridges, larks, and of their wild-fowl, 
and find them reafouablc good meat, but not fo delettablc as ours. Their wild-fowl 
mull be all flean, their fkius are fo thick, and they taffe befl fried in pang. 

The country I'eemelh to bt; much fubject to earthquakes, d’he air is very fubtile, 
piercing and learching, fo that if any corrupted or infedfed body, efpecially with the 
difeafe called morbus gallkus come there, it will prefently break forth and fliew itfclf, and 
cannot there by any kind of falve or medicine be cured. 

Their longell funirner’s day is of great length, without any dark night, fo that in 
July all the night long we might perfectly and eafily write and read whatfoever had 
pleafed us ; which lightforae nights were very beneficial unto us, being fo diflrelTed with 
abundance of ice as we were. ^ 

d'hc fun fetteth to them in the evening at a quarter of an hour after ten of the clock, 
and riferh again in the morning, at three quarters of an hour after one of the clock, fo* 
that in fummer their fun fliineth to them twenty hours and a half, and in the night is 
abfent three hours Ind a half: and akhough the fun be abfent thefe three hours and 
a half, yet it is not dark that time, for that the fun is never above three or four degrees 
under the edge of their horizon. The caufe is, that the 'iTopic of Cancer doth cut their 
horizon at very uneven and oblique angles. But the moon at any time of the year 
being in Cliuicer, hl^ig north latitude, doth make a full revolution above their horizon, 
fo that fometimes they fee the moon above twenty-four hours together. Some of our 
company of the more ignorant fort, thought we might condnually have feen the fun and 
moon, had it not been for two or three high mountains. 

The people are now become fo wary and fo circumfped by reafon of their former 
lodes, that by no means we can apprehend any of them, although we attempted often 
in this laft voyage.* But to fay truth, we could not beftow any great time in purfuing 
them, becaufe of our great bufinefs in lading, and other things. 
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THE VOYAGES AND NAVIGATIONS OF THE ENGLISH NATION 

TO VIRGINIA, 

AND THE SEVERAL DISCOVERIES THEREOF j 

©HIEFLT AT THE CHARGES OP 

« 

THE HONOURABLE SIR WALTER RALEGH, KNIGHT, 

From 33 to 40 Degree* of Latitude : 

TOGETHER WITH THE SUCCESS OF THE ENGLISH COLONIES THERE 

PLANTED}. 

AS LIKEWISE A DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY, WITH THE INHABITANTS, AND 

THE MANIFOLD COMMODITIES. 

Whereunto are annexed the Patents. Letters, Difeourfes, &c. to this Part belonging, * 


The Letters PatentSy granted by the Queen* s Majejly to M. Walter Ralegh, noio Knight, 
for the dif covering and planting of new La7ids and Countries, to continue the Space of 
Six Tears, and no more. 

“ 1J1 LIZ ABETH by the grace of God of England, France, and Ireland, Queen, Dc- 
fender of the Faith, &c. To all people to whom thefe prefents ftiall come, greeting. 
<<iCnow yfe that of our fpecial grace, certain fcience, and mere motion, we have givan 
and granted, and by thefe prefents for us, our heirs and fucceffors, do give and grant 
to our trufty and well beloved fervant Walter Ralegh Efquire, add to his heirs and 
affigns for ever, free liberty and licence from time to time, and at all times for ever 
hereafter, to diicover, fearch, find out, and view fuch remote, heathen and barbarous 
IcOids, countries, and territories, not aftually poffefled of any Ch^jan prince, nor in- 
habit^ by Chriftian people, as to him, his heirs and afligns, aneWo every or any of 
them Hall feem good ; and the fame to have, hold, occupy, and enjoy to him, his heirs, 
and affigns fpr ever, with all prerogatives, commodities, jurifdiflions, royalties, pri- 
vileges, firanchifes, and, pre-eminences, thereto or thereabouts both by fea and land, 
whatfoever we by our letters patent may grant, and as we or any of our noble pro- 
genitors have heretofore granted to any perfon or perfons, bodies politic or corporate ; 
and the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and all fuch as frdm time to time, by 
IScence of us, our heirs and fucceffors, fhall go^or travel thither 'to inhabit or remain, 
there to build and fortify, at the diferetion of the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and 
affigns, the ftatutes or ads of parliament made againfl; fugitives, or againfl; fuch as 
|j(ian departji remain, or continue out of our realm of England without licence, or any 
Other ftatuite, ad, or any ordinance 'whatfoever to the contrary, in an^ wife not- 
withfUnS^. 

* Plakluyt, iii. 1(43. 

« And 
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“ And we do likewifc by thefe prefents, of our ^fpecial grace, mere motion, and cer- 
tain knowledge, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, give and grant full authority, liberty, 
and power, to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every of them, that he 
and they, and every or any of them, lhall and may, at all and every time and •> 
times hereafter, have, take, and lead in the faid voyage, and travel thitherward, or to 
inhabit there with him or them, and every or any of them, fuch and fo many of our 
fubjefts, as lhall willingly accompany him or them, and every or any of them ; and to 
whom alfo we do by thefe prefents, give full liberty and authority in that behalf, and 
alfo to have, take, and employ, and ufe fufficient Ihipping and furniture for the tranf- 
portations and’ navigations in that behalf, fo that none of the fame perfons, or any of 
them, be fuch as hereafter lhall be reftrained by us, our heirs or fuccelfors. 

“ And further, that the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and alliens, and every of them, 
lhall have, hold, occupy and enjoy to him, his heirs and affigns, and every of them for 
ever, all the foil of all fuch lands, territories, and countries, fo to be difeovered and 
poircffed as aforefaiJ, and of all fucJi cities, callles, towns, villages, and places in the 
lame, with the rights, royalties, franchifes, and Jurii'didlions, as well marine as other 
within the faid lands or countries, or the leas thereunto adjoining, to be had or ufed, 
with full power to difpofe thereof, and of every part, in fee limple or otherwife, ac- 
cording to the order of the laws of England, as near as the fame conveniently may 
be, at his and their will and pleafure, to any perfons then being, or that lhall remain 
within the allegiance of ui, our heirs and fucedfors ; referving always to us, our heirs 
and fucceffors, for all fervices, duties, and demands, the fifth part of all the ore of gold 
and filver, that from time to time, and at all times after fuch difeovery, fubduing and 
poffeffing, lhall be there gotten and obtained: all which lands and territories lhall for ever 
be holden of the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, of us, our heirs and fuc- 
ceffors, by homage, and by the faid payment of the faid fifth part, referved only for 
all fervices, 

“ And moreover, we do by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
give and grant licence to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and everys 
of them, that he and they, and every or any of them, lhall and may from time 
to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, for his and their defence, encounter 
and expulfe, repel and refill, as well by fea as by land, and by all other ways what- 
foever, all and every fuch perfon and perfons whatfoever, as without the efpecial 
liking and licence of the faid Walter Ralegh, and of his heirs and affigns, lhall at- 
tempt to inhabit w|tfiin the faid countries, or any of diem, or within the fpace of two 
hundred leagues near to the place or places within fuch countries as aforefaid, (if they 
lhall not be before planted or inhabited within the limits, as aforefaid, with the fub- 
Jefts of any Chriftian prince being in amity with us,) where the faid Walter Ralegh, 
his heirs or affigns, or any of them, or his or their or any or their affociates or com- 
pany, lhall within fix years (next enfuing) make their dwellings or abidings, or that 
lhall enterprife or attempt at any time hereafter unlawfully to annoy either by fea or 
land the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs or affigns, or any of them, or his or their, or any 
of his or their companies : giving and '^rantmg by thefe prefents, further power and 
authority to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every of them from 
time to time, and at all rimes for ever hereafter, to take and furprife by all manner of 
means whatfoever, all ana every thofe perfon or perfons, with their Ihips, f’eflels, and 
other goods and furniture, which without the licence of the faid Walter'jSiliegh, oT 
his hairs, or affigns, as aforefaid, lhall be found trafficking into any harbour or harbours, 
creek or creeks, within the limits aforelaid, (the fubjeOrs of our realms and dominions, 
and all other perfons in amity with us trading to the Newfoundljuids for ‘filhing, 
heretofore they have commonly ufed, or being driven by force of a teropeft, <A* Ihip- 
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wreck only excepted :) and thofe perfonvS, and every of them, with their fhips, veffels, 
goods,' and furniture, to detain and pofTefs as of good and lawful prize, according to 
the difcretion of him the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every or any 
, of them. And for uniting in more perfed league and amity, of fuch countries, lands 
and territories fo to be pofleflcd and inhabited as aforefaid, with our realms of England 
and Ireland, and the better encouragement of men to thefe enterprifes ; we do by 
thefe prefents grant and declare, that all fuch countries, fo hereafter to be pofTeffed and 
inhabited, as is aforefaid, from thenceforth lliall be of the allegiance of us, our heirs 
and fucceflbrs. And we do grant to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, 
and to all and every of them, and to all and every other perfon and perfons, 
being of our allegiance, whofe names fhall be noted or entered in fome of our courts 
of record within our realm of England, that with the afl'ent of the faid Walter Ralegh, 
his heirs or affigns, fhall in his journies for difeovery, or in the journies for conquell, 
hereafter travel to fuch lands, countries, and territories, as aforefaid, and to their, and 
to every of their heirs, that they, and every or any of them, being either born within 
our faid realms of Englaitd or Ireland, or in any other place within our allegiance, and 
which hereafter fhall be inhabiting within any the lands, countries, and territories, with 
fuch licence (as aforefaid), fhall and may have all the privileges of free denizens, 
and perfons native of England, and within our allegiance, in fuch like ample manner 
and form, as if they were born and perfonally refident within our laid realm of Eng- 
land, any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding. 

“ And forafmuch as upon the finding out, difeoveriug, or inhabiting of fuch remote 
lands, countries, and territories, as aforefaid, it lliall be necelfary for the iafety of all 
men, that fhall adventure themfelves in thofe journies or voyages, to determine to live 
together in Chriftian peace and civil quietneis, each with other, wlioreby every one 
may with more pleafiire and profit enjoy that whereunto they fliall tittain with great pain 
and peril ; Wo, for us, our heirs ami fuccefl’ors, are likewife pleafed and contented, 
^d by thefe prefents do give and grtint to the faid Walter Ralegh, liis heirs and tifligns, 
for ever, that he and they, and every or any of them, fliall and may, from time to 
time, for ever hereafter, within the faid mentioned remote lands and countries, in the 
way by the fcas thither, and from thence, have full and mere powder and authority to 
correiff, punifli, pardon, govern, and rule, by their and every or any tif their good 
diferetions and policies, as well in caufes capital or criminal, as civil, both marine and 
other, all fuch our fubjefts as fhall from rime to time adventure themfelves in the faid 
journies or voyages, or that fhaU at any time hereafter inhabit fuch lands, countries, 
or territories, as aforefaid, or that fliall abide within 200 leagues of any of the faid 
place-or places, where the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs or affigns, or any of them, 
or any of his or their aflbeiates or companies, fhall inhabit within fix years next eiifuing 
the date hereof, according to fuch flatutes, laws, and ordinances, as fliall be by him 
the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every or any of them, deviled or 
eftabliflied for the better government of the faid people, as aforefaid. So always as the 
faid flatutes, laws, and ordinances may be, as near as conveniently may be, agreeable 
to the form of the laws, flatutes, government,^or policy of England, and alfo fo as 
they be not againfl the true Chriftian faith, now profefTed in the Church of England ; 
nor in aiiywife to withdraw any of the fubjedls or people of thofe lands or places 
from the allegiance of us, our heirs and fuccelfors, as th% immediate Sovereign, 
under Qod, , ' 

And we do by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, give and grant 

full powiM^ a^jj^ority to our trufty and well beloved counfellor Sir William Cecill, 
KniKht ; awed Hifegh, our High Treafurer of England j and to the Lord Treafurer 

of 
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of England foi* us, our heirs and fucceffors, for the time being, and to the privy 
council of us, our heirs and fucceffors, or aiiy four or more of them, for the 
thne being, that he, they, or any four or more of them, fliall and may, from time to 
time, and at all times hereafter, under his or their hands or feals, by virtue of thefe 
prefents, authorife and licenfe the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and alfigns, and every 
or any of them, by him, and by themfelves, or by their or any of their I'utHcicm attewr- 
nies,' deputies, oflioors, minifters, fadlors, and fervants, to iinbark and triuifport out 
of our realm of England and Ireland, and the dominions thereof, all or any of his or 
their goods, and all or any the goods of his or their affociates and companies, and every 
or any of then^, with inch other neceffaries and commodities of any of our realms, aS to 
the faid lord treafurer, or four or more of the privy council, of us, our heirs and fuc- 
ceffors, for the time being (as aforefaid) fliall be, from time to*time, by his or their wif- 
doms or diferetions, thought meet and convenient, for the better relief and fupport- 
ation of him the faitl Waller Ralegh, his heirs and afligns, and every or any of them, 
and of his or their or an)- of their alfociates and companies, any a£t, ftatute, law, or 
any thing to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding. 

“ Provided alw ays, and our will and plearure is, and w'e do hereby declare to all Chrif- 
tian kings, princes, and fhiles, that if the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs or afligns, or 
any of t licni, or any other by their licence or appointment, lhall at any time or times 
hereafter rob or fpoil, by i'ea or by land, or do any att of unjuft; or unlawful hoftility, to 
any of the fubjeds of us, our lieirsor fucceflbrs, or to any ofthefubjeds of the kings, 
princes, rulers, governors, or eftutes, being then in perfed league and amity with us, 
our heirs and fuccellbrs ; and that upon I'uch injury* or upon juft complaint of any fuch 
prince, ruler, governor, or eftate, or their fubjeds, We, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
ihall make open proclamation within any of the ports of our realm of England, that 
the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and afligns, and adherents, or any to whom thefe 
our letters patents may extend, fliall, within the terms to be limited by fuch proclama- 
tion, make full reftitution and fatisfadion of all fuch injuries done ; fo as both wei^ 
the laid princes, or other fo complaining, may hold us and themfelves fully contentw: 
and that if the laid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and afligns, fliall not make, or cauf||^o 
he made, fatisfadipn accoidingly, within fuch tinie to be limited, that then it fliall be 
lawful to us, our heirs and fucceffors, to put the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and 
afligns, and adherents, and all the inhabitants of the faid places to be difeovered (as is 
aforefaid), or any of them, out of our allegiance and protedlioii ; and that from and 
after fuch time of putting out of protedion of the laid Walter Ralegh, his heirs, afligns, 
and adherents, and others fo to be put out, and the faiil places w'ithin their habitation, 
poffeflion, and rule, fliall be out of our allegiance and protection, and free for all 
princes and others to purfue with hoftility, as being not our fubjeds, nor by us any 
way to be avouched, mamtained, or defended, nor to be holden as any of ours, ip^pr 
to our protedion, or dominion, or allegiance any w'ay belonging ; for tha^ exprefs 
mention of the clefir yearly value of the certainty of the premifl’es, or any part thereot,^ 
or of any other gift or grant by us, or any our jirogenitors or predeceflbrs ta the faid 
Walter Ralegh, before this time mad^ in thefe prefents be not exprefled, or any other 
grant, ordinance, provifion, proclamation, or reftraint, to the contrary thereof, before 
this time given, ordained, or provided, or any other thing, caufe, or matter whatfo- 
eyer, in anywife nonvitHltanding. In witnefs whereof, we have caufed th<ijre our lettofs 
to be made patents. Witnefs ourfelves, at Weftminfter, the five and twen^l,h day of 
' March, in the fix and twentieth year of our reign.” * , 

ibs 
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The Fir/i Voyage made to the Coajis of America, •with t'loo barks, wherein were Captains 
' M. Philip Amadas, and M. Arthur Barlowe, who difcovered Part of the Country now 

called Virginia, Anno 1584. Written by one of the faid Captains, and fent to Sir 

Walter Ralegh, Knight, at whofe Charge and Direhlion the fatd Voyage was fet forth. 

►X'HE 27th day of April, in the year of our Redemption 1584, we departed the weft 
of England, with two barks well furniibed with men and viag,als, having received 
our laft and perfed direftions by your letters, confirming the former inftru^ons and 
commandments delivered by yourlelf at our leaving the river of Thames. And I think 
it a matter both unnece'ifary for the manifeft difeovery of the country, as alfo for 
tedioufnefs fake, to remember unto you the diurnal of our 'courfe, failing thither and 
returning ; only I have prefumed to prefent unto you this brief difeourfe, by which 
you may judge how profitable this land is likely to fucceed, as well to yourfelf (by 
whofe direftion and charge, and by whofe fervants this our difeovery hath been per- 
formed), as alfo to her Highnefs, and the commonwealth, in which we hope your 
wifdom will be fatisfied, confidering that as much by us hath been brought to light, as 
by thofe fmall means and number of men we had, could any way have been expeded 
or hoped for. » 

The loth of May we arrived at the Canaries ; and the toth of June, in this prefent 
year, we were fiillen with the iflands of the Weft Indies, keeping a more fouth-eafterly 
courfe than was needful, becaufe we doubted that the current of the Bay of Mexico, 
difboguing between the Cape of Florida and Havanna, had been of greater force than 
afterward we found it to be. At which iflands we found the air very unwholcfome, 
and our men grew for the moft part ill-difpofed ; fo that having refrefhed ourfelves 
with fweet water and frefh vidual, we departed the twelfth day of our arrival there. 
^I^e iflands, with the reft adjoining, are fo well known to yourfelf, and to mimy 
OQ^rs, as I will not trouble you with the remembrance of them. 

*iSnie ad of July we found fhoal water, where we fmelt fo fweet and fo ftrong a fmell, 
as if we had been in the midft of fome delicate garden, abounding with all kind of 
odoriferous flowers, by which we were affured that the land could not be far diftant ; 
and keeping good watch, and bearing but flack fail, the 4th of the faid month we 
arrived upon the coaft, which we fuppofed to be a continent and firm land, and we 
failed along the fame 1 20 Englifh *railes, before we could find any entrance, or river 
ilTuing into the fea. The firft that appeared unto us we entered, though not without 
fome difliculty, and caft anchor about three harquebuz-lhots within the haven’s mouth, 
on the jjpft'hand of the fame ; and after thanks given to God for our fafe arrival thither, 
we manned our boats and went to view the land next adjoining, and to take pofleflion 
of the fame in the right of the Queen’s moft excellent Majefty, as rightful Queen and 
:i*rincefs of the fame, and after delivered the fame over to your ufe,* according to her 
Majefty’s grant and letters patents under her Highnefs’ great feal.’ Which being per- 
formed, according to the ceremonies ufed in fdch enterprifes, we viewed the land 
about u», being, whereas we firft landed, very fandy and low towards the water fide, 
but lb full of grapes, as the very beating and furge of the fea overflowed them, of which 
we found fu^ plenty, as well there as m all places elfe, both on the fand and^ on the 
green, foilcon' the hilH as in the plains,' as well on every little Ihrub, as alfo climfau^ 
towards thb tons high cedars, that 1 think in all the world the like abundance Js not 
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to be found; and myfelf haying feen thofe parts, of Europe that moft abound, find 
fuch difference as were incredible to be written. 

We palTed fromthe fea-fide towards the tops of thofe hills next adjoining, being but 
of mean height, and from thenct^^ we beheld thefea on both fides, to the north and to • 
the fouth, finding no end any of both ways. This land lay ftretching itfelf to the weft; 
which after we found to be but an ifland of twenty miles long, and not above fix miles 
broad. Under the bank of hill whereon we ftood, we beheld the valleys replenifhed 
with goodly cedar trees, and having difcharged our harquebuz-fliot, fuch a flock of 
cranes (the moft part whitej arofe under us, with fuch a cry, redoubled by many 
echoes, as if an army of men had ftiouted all together. 

This ifland had rnany goodly woods full of deer, conies, hares, and fowl, even in the 
midft of fummcr, in incredible abundance. The woods are nOt fuch as you find in 
Bohemia, Mofcovia, or Hercynia, barren and fruitlefs, but the higheft and reddefl 
cedars of the world, far bettering the cedars of the Azores, of the Indies, or Lybanus ; 
pines, cyprcfles, faflafras, the lentiflc, or the tree that beareth the maftick, the tree that 
beareth the rind of black cinnamon, of which Matter Winter brought from the Streights 
of Magellan, and many other of excellent fmell and quality. 

We remained by the fide of this ifland two whole days before we faw any people of 
the country j the third day we efpied one finall boat rowing towards us, having in it 
three perfons : this boat came to the ifland fide, four harquebuz-fhot rfrom our fliips, 
and there two of the people remaining, the third came along the Ihore fide towards us, 
and w'e being then all within board, he walked up and down upon the point of the land 
next unto us ; then the mafter and the pilot of the admiral, Simon Ferdinando, and the 
Captain Philip Amadas, myfelf, and others, rowed to the land, whofe coming this fel- 
low attended, never making any fliew of fear or doubt. And after he had fpoken of 
many things not underftood by us, we broqght him, with his own good liking, aboard 
the fhips, and gave him a fliirt, a hat, and fome other things, and made him tafte of 
our wine, and our meat, which he liked very well ; and after having viewed both barksi. 
he departed and went to his own boat agam, which he had left in a little cove or crei^ 
adjoining : as foon as he was two bow-ihots into the water, he fell to fiflting, and in 1^ 
than half an hour hq had laden his boat as deep as it could fwim, with which he came 
again to the point of the land, and there he divided his fifh into two parts, pointing one 
part to the (hip, and the other to the pinnace ; which, after he had (as much as he 
might) requited the former benefits received, departed out of our fight. 

The next day there came unto us divers boats, and fin one of them the king’s bro*' 
ther, accompanied with 40 or 50 men, very handfome and goodly people, and in their 
behaviour as mannerly and civil as any of F.urope. His name was Gianganimeo, and 
the king is called Wingina, the country WinganJacoa, and now by her Maj^fty Vir- 
ginia. The manner of his coming was in this fort : he left his h»ats altogether, as thfe 
firfl: man did, a little from the (hips, by the Ihore, and came along to the place ‘over 
againft the (hips, foyowed with 40 men. When he came to the place, his fervants 
fpread a long mat upon the ground, on which he fat down, and at the other end of 
the mat four others of his company did like ; the reft of his men ftood round about 
him, fomewhat afar off. When we came to the Ihore to him with our weapons,, he 
never moved from his place, nor any of the other four, nor ever miftrufted any harm 
to be offered from us ; but fitting ftill, he beckoned us to come and fit by him, which 
we performed ; and being fet, he made all figns bf joy and welcome, /irik'n^* on his 
he^ and his breaft, and afterwards on ours, to ihew we were all oncj fmiiing and 
maid&g (hew, the beft he could, of all love and familiarity. After he had made a long 
• 8 * fpeech 
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ipcecTi unto us, we prefented him yjith divers things, which he received very joyfully 
and thaiikfiilly. None of the company clurlt fpeak one Word all the time ; only the 
four which were at the other end fpake one in the other's ear very foftly. 

'I'he king is greatly obeyed, and his brothers aril children reverenced. The king 
himfelf, in perfon, was, at our being there, fore wounded in a fight which he had 
with the king of the next country, called Wingina, and was Ihot in two places through 
the body, and once clean through the tliigh ; but yet he recovered ; by reafon where- 
of, and for that he lay at the chief town of the country, being fix days’ journey off, 
we faw him not at all. 

After we had prefented this his brother with fuch things as we though't he liked, we 
llkewifc gave fomewhat to the other that fat with him on the mat ; but prefently he 
arofe and took all fromfthem, and put it into his own balket, making figns and tokens, 
that all things ought to be delivered unto him, and the reft were but his fervants and 
followers. 

A day or two after this we fell to trading with.iheni, exchanging feme things that 
we had, for chamoys, buff, and deer-lkins : when we Ihewed him all our packet of 
inerchandife, of all things that he farv, a bright tin dilh moft pleafed Inm, which he 
prefently took up and clapt it before his breaft, '.md after made a hole in the brim 
thereof, and hung it about his neck, making figns, that it would defend him againft 
his enemies’ ar>ows ; for thofe people maintain a deadly and terrible war with the 
people and king adjoining. 'We exchanged our tin difli for 20 Ikins, worth 20 crowns, 
or 20 nobles ; and a copper kettle for 50 ikins, worth 50 crowns. They offered us 
good exchange for our hatchets and axes, and for knives, and would have given any 
thing for fwerds ; but we would not depart with any. 

After two or three days the king’s brother came on board the fliips, and drank wine, 
and eat of our meat and of our bread, and liked exceedingly thereof; and after a few 
days overpafled, he brought his wife with him to the Ihips, his daughter, and two or 
three children : his wife was very well favoured, of mean ftature and very baihful : 
fhe had on her back a long cloak of leather, with the 1 iir fide next to her body, and 
before her a piece of the fame ; about her forehead flic had a band of white coral, and 
fo had her hulband many times : in her ears flie had bracelets of pearls hanging down 
to her middle, (whereof we delivered your worftiip a little bracelet,) and thole were of 
the bignefs of good peas. 'I'hc reft of her women of the better fort had pendants of 
copper hanging in either car, and fome of the children of the king s brother, and 
other noblemen, have five or fix in either car : he himfelf had upon his head a broad 
plate of gold or copper ; for being unpolilhed, we knew not what metal it Ihould be, 
neither would h§ fufter ua^by any means to take it oft' his head, but feeling it, it would 
bow eafily : his apparel was as his wife's, only the women wear their hair long *011 
both fides, and the teen hut on one. They are of colour yellowilh, and their hair 
black for the moll; part ; and yet we faw childrtti that had very fine auburn and chefnut 
coloured hair. * . 

After that thefe women had been there, there came down from all parts great Itore 
of people, bringing with them leather, coral,^tlivers kinds of dies very excellent, and 
exchanged with us ; but when Granganimeo the king’s brother was prefent, none durll 
tiiade but himfelf ; except fuch as wear red pieces of copper on their heads like him- 
felf, for that is the difference between the noblemen, and the governors of countries, 
iteid the rheahuT fort- And vs^e both noted there, and you have underftood fince by 
illefe men which we brought home, that no people in the world carry more refpe& to 
jOitar king, ndbility, and governors, than thefe do. The king’s Iwother when 
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flie came to us (a§ llie did many ti mes), was followed by 40 or 50 women always, 
and when Ihe came into the Ihip, flie left them all'on land, faving her two daughters, 
her nurfe, and one or two more. I'he king’s brother always kept this order, as many 
boats as he would come withal to the IhipS, fo many fires would he make on the 
ihore afar off, to the end we might underftand with what ftrength and company he 
approached. 

Their boats are made of one tree, either of pine, or of pitch trees, a wood not com- 
monly known to our people, nor found growing in England. They have no edge-tools 
to make them withal ; if they have any they are very few, and thofe it fcems they had 
twenty years fince, Which, as thofe two men declared, was out of a wreck which hap- 
pened upon their coa/l of fome Chriftian fhip, being beaten that way by fome ftorm 
and outrageous weather, whereof none of the people were favad, but only the Ihip or 
fome part of her being call upon the fand, out ofwhofe fides they drew the nails and 
the fpikes, and with thofe they made their bed inllrumcnts. , The manner of making 
their boats is thus •, they burn down^fome great tree, or take fuch as are wind-fallen, 
and putting guru and rofm upon one fide thereof, they fet fire into it, and when it hath 
burnt it hollow, they cut out the coal witii their Ihells, and ever where they would 
burn it deeper or w'ider, they lay on gvmis, which burn away the timber ; and by this 
means they falhion very fine boats, and fuch as will tranfport 26 men : their oars are 
like fcoops, and many times they fet with long poles, as the depth ferveyi. 

The king’s brother had great liking of our armour, a fword, and divers other things 
which we had, and ollcred to lay a great box of pearl in gage for them 5 but we 
refufeil it for this time, becaufe we would not make them know that we efteemed 
thereof, imtil we had underftood in what places of the country the pearl grew j which 
now )'our worlhip doth very well underftand. 

He was very juft of his promife ; for many times we delivered him merchandize upon 
his word, but ever he came within the day and performed his promife. He fent us 
every day a brace or two of fat bucks, conics, hares, filli the bell of the world. He 
font us divers kinds of fruits, melons, walnuts, cucumbers, gourd.s, peas, and divers 
roots, and fruits very excellent good, and of their country corn, which is very white, 
fair, and well tafteij, and groweth three times in five months : in May they fow, in 
July they reap ; in June they fow, in Auguft they reap ; in July they ft)w, in September 
they reap ; only they call the corn into the ground, breaking a little of the loft turf with 
a wooden mattock or pickaxe. Ourl'elves proved the foil, and put fome of our pcafe 
in the ground, and in ten days they were of 14 inches l]igh. They have alio beans very 
fair, of divers colours, and wonderful plenty ; fome growing naturally, and fome in 
their gardens ; and fo have they both wheat and oats. 

The foil is the moll plentiful, Iweet, fruitful, and wholefome of all the world j there 
are above 14 feveral fweet fmelling timber trees, and the moll part of their underwoods 
are bays and fuch like j they have thofe oaks that we have, but far greater and 
better. , # 

After they had been divers times on board our Ihips, myfelf with feven more went 
twenty miles into the river that runnetJ^ towards the city of Skicoak, which river they 
call Occam ; and on the evening following we came to an illand, which they call 
Raonoak, diftant from the haibour by w'hich we entered feven leagues ; and at the 
north end thereof was a village of nine houfes, built of cedar, and fortified refund about 
with fharp^trees, to keep out their enemies, and the entrance into it made z turn- 
pike very artificially. When we came towards it, ftanding near unto the*wate 1 'lide, the 
wijfe.of (Jranganixneo, the.king^s brother, came ruiuwg out to meet us very chcerfuUy 
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friendly ; her hnfbaiid was, not then, in the vlUa^; tote of h^ pe(:qderiKeL.C0QEi> 
mamded to draw eur boat on ihore for the beatjag of the billow.i others ihe,af>|>(>inted 
to carry us on their backs to the dry ground ; and others to bring qw oars into the 
houfe fop fear of ftealing. When we were come into the outer room, having fivte rooms 
ift her hotife, fhe caufed us to fit down by a great fire, and after took off our clothes 
and waihed them, and dried them again ; fome of the women plucked off our ftockings 
and W!^d them ; fome waihed our feet m warm water ; and Ihe herfelf took' great 
pMns to fee all things ordered in the bell manner Ihe could, making great hafte to drefs 
fome meat for us to eat. 

After we had thus dried ourfelves, Ihe brought us into the inlier roUm, where Ihe 
fet on the board Handing along the houfe, fome wheat like fermenty ; fodden venifon 
and roafted ; filh fodden, boiled, and roafted j melons, raw and fodden ; roots of 
divers kinds, and divers fruits : their drink is commonly water, but while the grape 
lafteth they drink wine, and for want of calks to Iceep it, all the year after they drink 
water, but it is fodden with ginger in it, and blac^j: cinnamon, and fometimes faffafras, 
and divers other wholefome and medicinable herbs and trees. 

We were entertained with all love and kindnefs, and with as much bounty (after 
thdr manner) as they could poffibly devife. We found the people molt gentle, loving, 
and feithful, void of all guile and treafon, and fuch as live after the manner of the 
golden age. T^he people only care how to defend themfelves from the cold in their 
Ihort winter, and to feed themfelves with fuch meat as the foil affordeth : their meat is 
very well fodden, and they make broth very fweet and favory : their veffels are earthen 
pots, very large, white, and fweet j their dilhes are wooden platters of fweet timber : 
within the place where they feed was their lodging, and within that their idol, which 
they worlhip, of whom they fpeak incredible things. While we were at meat, there 
came in at the gate two or three men with their bows and arrows from hunting, whom 
when we efpied, we began to look one towards another, and offered to reach our 
weapons ; but as foon as ihe efpied our miftruft, Ihc was very much moved, and caufed 
fome of her men to run out, and take away their bows and arrows and break them, 
and withal beat the poor fellows out of the gate again. When we departed in the 
wening, and would not tarry all night, fee was very forry, and gaye us into our boat 
our fupper half dreffed, pots and all, and brought iis to our boat-fide, in which we lay 
all night, removing the fame a pretty diftance from the fliore. She perceiving our 
jealoufy, was much grieved, and fent divers men and thirty women, to fit all night on 
the bank-fide by us, and fent u? into our boats fine mats to cover us from the rain, 
ufing very many words to entreat us to reft in their houfes j but becaufe we were few 
men, and if we had mifearried, the voyage had been in very great danger, we durft 
not venture any thing, althongh there was no caufe of doubt, for a more kind Md 
loving people there cannot be found in the world, as far as we have hitherto had trial. 

Beyond this iiland there is the main land, and overagainft this iftand falleth into this 
fpacious water, the great river called Occam by the iimabitants, oji which ftandeth a 
town called Pomeiock, and fix days journey from the fame is fituate^eir greateft city 
espied Skicoak, which this people affirm to be v^ry great ; bjit the fav%e8 were never at 
it, only they fpeak of it by the report of their fathers andofoer men, whom they have 
hesu’d It affirm to be above one hour’s journey about. 

Into tl^«river falleth mother great river called Cipo, in which there is found great 
ftor^pf pttfrles* in which there are pearls ; likewife there defeendeth into this Occam 
5Bttot|ier lif^cwled Noms^ana, on the one fide whereof ftandeth a great town i^alled 
CfrawaiiipQltj^liQd.'.#^ that town and country is <aUed Poonetm ; tl^ 
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b not fttbieft to tht Mflg «>f 'WlilgWldacoa, but b a fwe lord. Bejrond thii cintf^ is 
there anodiw king, -wbom they call Menatonon, and thefe three kmgs ate in faa^ 
with each othet, ' Towards the S. W. four days journey, is fituate a town catted 
Sequotan, which is the fouthemmoft town of Wingandacoa, near unto which 26 yearq,, 
paft, there was a Ihip caft away, whereof feme of the peopift were laved, and thole 
were white people, whom the country people preferved. 

am after ten days remsdning in an out iiland uninhabited, called WtKokon, they 
with the help of fome of the dwellers of Sequotan, fattened two boats of the country 
together, and made mails unto them, and fails of their Ihirts, and having taken into 
them fuch vi&uals’as the country yielded, they departed, after they had remained in 
this out iiland three weeks : but Ihortly after it feemed they were caft away, for. the 
boats were found upon the coaft, call a-Iand in another iiland adjoining ; other than 
thefe, there was never any people apparelled, or white of colour, either feen or heard 
of among thefe people, and thefe aforefaid were feen only of the inhabitants of Secotan, 
which appeared to be very true, for -they wondered marvelloufly when we were amongft 
them at the whitenefs of our Ikins, ever coveting to touch our brealls, and to view the 
fame. Belides, they had our Ihips in marvellous admiration, and all things elfe were 
fo ftrange unto them, as it appeared that none of them had ever feen the like. When 
we difeharged any piece, were it but an harquebuz, they would tremble thereat for 
very fear, and for the ftrangenefs of the fame ; for the weapons whbh themfelves ufe 
are bows and arrows : the arrows are but of fmall canes, headed with a Iharp Ihell or 
tooth of a filh, fufficient enough to kill a naked man ; their fwords be of wood 
hardened ; likewife they ufe wooden breatt-plates for their defence ; they have belide 
a kind of club, in the end whereof they fatten the Iharp horns of a flag or other beaft. 
Whai diey go to wars, they carry about with them their idol, of whom they alk counfel, 
as the Romans were wont of the Oracle of Apollo. They fmg fongs as they nuuxh 
towards the battle, bftead of drums and trumpets : their wars are very cruel and 
bloody, by reafon whereof, and of their civil dilTenlions which have happened of late 
years amongft them, the people are marvelloufly walled, and in fome places the country 
left defolate. 

Adjoining to •his country aforefaid called Secotan, beginneth a country called 
Pomouick, belonging to another king whom they call Piemacum, and this king is in 
league with the next ^g adjoining towards the letting of the fun, and the country 
Newfiok, fituate upon a goodly river called Neus : thefe kings have mortal war with 
Wmgina a king of Wingandacoa ; but about two years pall there was a peace made 
between the Idng Piemacum, and the lord of Secotan, as thefe men which we have 
brought with us to England, have given us to underttand : but there remaineth a 
mortal malice in the Secotans, ftw many injuries and llaughters done upon them by 
this Piemacum. They invited divers men and thirty women of the bell of his country to 
their town to a feaft, and when they were altogether merry, and praying before thdi^ i^l 
(which is nothing, elfe but a mere illufion of me devil), the captain or lord of flic town 
came fuddenly JJpot\ them, and flew diem every one, referving the women and children ; 
and thefe two ffiive oftentimes fmceperfuaded us to furprize Piemacum his town, having 
promifed and alTured us, that there will be found in it great (lore of commodities ; but 
whether their perfuafion be to the end they may be revenged of their aiemies, or for 
the love they bear to us, we leave that to the trial hereafter. , 

Beyond this ifland called Roanoak, are main iflands veiy plentiful of ft s,and other 
natural increafes, together with many towns and villages, akmg the fi<Ie of the 
fome bounding upon the tflands, and fome ftretclung up further i^tto the h md . 
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1INi«n m firft had fight of tliis country, itomit #i IWllJUM ifiMr » |Ki 
the continoit : but after we enteired'mto the havtt|| we faw before eiymiher in%tM» 
tong lea ; Ipr there lyech along the coa& a tra^<^of 49 tpifd& nu^ % a^ 

fbiniag to the ocean fea, and between the ifianda two M 
are aiteM between thctb (thde iflands very aearow the iMlI' 
places fix miles broad, infotne places lc&, ia few more), then dNhwih 
great fita, containit^ in breadth in fame places 40, and in fame co, I 
over, b^SKre you come unto the continent : and fo this inclt^ ^ tiiete an 

hundred iflands of divers biraeifes, whereof one is 16 miles Itmub at wh^ We win^ 
fltufing it a mofi pleaiknt and fertile gi ound, replenilhed with gpo^ ceddrs^ bild (fivers 
ocher fwect woods, full of currants, of flax, and many other notable commodifies, 
which we at that time had no leifure to view, Befides this iflanfi there are many, as 1 
hafe fitt4 fome of two, of three, of four, of five -niles, fome more, feme lefe, mafi 
fmat^^rand plealant to behold, replenilhed with de«^, conies, hares, and divers be^s, 
a&4nbout them the goodlkif and befi fiih in the w . 1, and in gi abundance. 

I* 

Thus, Sir, we have acquainted you with the particulars of our dife every made this pre* 
fent Voyage, as far forth as the Ihormeis o, rhetime we there cci t^inued would afford us 
to t^ view of : and lb contentmg ourfelve wirh this lervice at thi time, which we 
hope hereafter to eidarge, as occafion and aili ian'<. lhall be given, >vc refulved to leave 
the coontry, and to ap{fiy ourfelves to return fc K. inland, which we rliJ accordingly, 
gad ariived fafely in the weft of Eivland about the niidii of September. 

And whereas we have above certi^ you of the country taken in polfefiion by us to her 
Majefty’s ufe, and lb to yours by her Majefty^s grant , we thought good for th«" better 
aCunuice thereof to record fome of the particular genfiemen,'and men of account, who 
then were prefent, as wknelTes of thd fame ; that thereby ah occafion of cavil to the title 
of the country, in her Majefty’s behalf, may be prevented, which otherwife, fuch as like 
not the aftion, may ufe and pretend ; whofe names are * 
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f Mailer Philip Amadas. 

Mafter Arthur B tIc 
r\\illiam Crreeiicvue. 
John Woi/d. 

James Brewewich* 
Henry Greene. 
Benjam’n Wood. 
Simon FerdinatnUo. 
Nicholas Petm t. 
[John Hewes. 


Ij^Fc brought home alfo two of the fovages, being lully mea, whole names weic 
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npHE Aprils ^ aforefiod, we departed from Plymouth, our fleet 

*Hf,th 4 i npdber of feveai fails, to wit, the Tiger, of the burthen of fev'>n 
fcore ton?, A calli^ th^ Roe>l»uck, of the like burden, the Lion of roo tons 

or thercdlldSl^ of 50 tons, and the Dorothy, a fmaU bark : whereunto 

were aIfo^«e^jiMaed'te fpeeSy fervices, two fmall pinnaces. The principal gentlanen 
of our co^Ei^fiiaity 0^ ihefe, M. Ralph Lane, M. Thomas Candilh, M. John Arundell, 
M. RaynOkm, M. itnh^lcy, M. Bremige, M. Vincent, and M» John Clarke, and divers 
others, wtiOirwf fonW> Were captains, and other fome afliftants for counfcl, and good 
direftions in the vorttage* 

The 14th day of April we fell with Lancerota and Forteventura, ifles of the 
Canaries, an 4 from &eace we continued our courfe for Dominica, one of the Antiles of 
the weft l^^tdlta, wherewith we fell the 7th day of May, and the loth day following we 
came to anchor at Cotefa, a little illand fltuated near to the Ifland of S. John, where we 
landed and Kfefreflied ourfelves all that day. 

The I a|h day of May we came to an anchor in the bay of Molkito,^ in the Ifland of 
S. John, ttWn a faulcon Ihot of the Ihore ; where our general, Sir Richard Greenevile, 
and the miii|lipart of our company landed, and began to fortify very near to the fea 
fide ; thi[ ililfcr ran by the one fide of our fort, and the other two fides were environed 
with woods. 

The iftfiday, v i began to build a new pinnace within the fort, with the timber that 
we then ni^ed ui the country, Ibme part wh^eof we fetcht three miles up in the land, and 
brought ijl.toaur fort upon tracks, the Spaniard not daring to make 01 ofl'er refiftance. 

The idjdii day, there appeared unto us out of the woods, eight horfemen of the 
Spaniatda, about a quarter of a mile from our fort, ftaying about halt an hour in viewing 
our foi CCS I but as foon as they faw ten of our Ihot marching towards them, they pre- 
lently retfrad Into the woods, 

“^Ihe day, Mafter Candift, who had been fepaiated from our fleet in aftorm in 
the bay w/Pottu^l, arrived a||^Cotefa, within the fight of the Tiger ; we thinking him 
afar off (jb bc dtner a Spaniard or a French man of war, thought it good to weigh 
anchors, idtid to go room with him, which the Tigei; did, and difeemed him at laft to 
be one of 0Ur <oon:forts \ for joy «if wbofe coming, our fhips difeharged their ordnance, 
and falutid him according, to manner of the leas. 

The 80 other SpiQ^Jh horfemen iKt wed rhemfolvesto us upon the other fide 

of the riv|f^ being feen, our general difpatched 20 footmen toward them, and 
two horfjSKjl^^of ours, nwuoied oft Spanifh horfes, which we before had taken in the 
time of oust being on the ifiandit^they fheu'ed to our men a flag of truce, and made 
figns to b|ve a j^r/^ with us $ tmtereupon two oi our men went half of the way upon 
the fand^i, IHd two of theirs ciHiiis andji^ them : the two Spaniards offered very great 
falutatiofre (o our men, but be||^, ac^tifing to their Spanilli proud humours, to ex- 
poftulate yidtb them about thfisr anivad and fortifying in their country, who notwith- 
finding fjifw toen^s difriufti. nnfweie ware fo cooled, that (whereas they Were told^ onr , 
prii^idiMMfiQn was only fo fumiii ourfelves with water and trod dtiwir 

ncceflMM'ljfotieof we Ibodtn need, Which we craved might be ‘w 

and friendly means, .otherwife our refolution was to praftife force, imd to jfelicvn 
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felves by thefword,) the Spaniards in concluAon feeing our men fo refolute, yielded tG 
our requeft with large promifes of alf courtefy and great favour, and fo our men and 
theirs departed. 

The 2 3d day, our pinnace waa fmifhed and launched ; which being done, our general 
^■drith his captains and gentlemen marched up into the coxmtry about the fpace of four 
miles, where in a plain marih, they flayed expeding the coming of the Spaniards ac- 
cording to their promife, to furnifh us with viduals, who keeping their old cuftjrfn for 
perjury and breach of promife, came not ; whereupon our general fired the woods 
thereabout, and fo retired to our fort, which the fame day was fired alfo, and each 
man came aboard to be ready to fet fail the next morning. 

The 26th day, we fet fail from S. John’s, being many of us flung before upon fhore by 
the mufkitos ; but the fame night we took a Spanifh frigate, wmch was forfaken by 
the Spaniards upon the fight of us, and the next day in the morning very early we 
took another frigate, with gdod and rich freight, and divers Spaniards of account 
in her, which afterwards we ranfomed for good -round fums, and landed them in 
S. John’s. 

The 29th day, our lieutenant, M. Ralph Lane, went in one of the frigates which 
we had taken, to Roxo Bay, upon the S. W. fide of S. John’s, to fetch fait, being 
thither conduced by a Spanifh pilot : as foon as he arrived there, he landed with his 
men to thenumljer of 20, and intrenched themlelves upon the lands immediately, corn- 
palling one of their fait hills within the trench ; who being feen of the Spaniards, there 
came down towards him two or three troops of horfeinen and footmen, who gave him 
the looking and gazing on, but durft not come near him to oiler any refiflancc ; fo 
that Mailer Lane, maugre their troops, carried their fait aboard, and laded his frigate, 
and fo returned again to our fleet the 29th day, which rode at S. German’s Bay. The 
fame day we all departed, and the next day arrived in the ifland of Hifpaniola. 

The firft day of June, we anchored at Ifabella on the north fide of Hifpaniola. 

'J’he 3d day of June, the governor of Ifabella, and the captiiin of the Port de Plata, 
being certified by the reports of fundry Spaniards, who had been well entertained 
aboard our fhips by our general, that in our fleet were many brave and gallant gentle- 
men, who greatly defired to fee the governor afoicfaid, he thereupon lent gentle com- 
mendations to our general, promilmg within few days to come to him in perlon, which 
he performed accordingly. ^ 

The 5th day, the aforefaid governor, accompanied with a lufly friar, and 20 othei 
.Spaniards, with their friends and negroes, came dovm to the fea fide, where our Ihips 
rode at ant hor ; who being feen, our general matmed immediately the moll part of his 
boats with the chief men ol our fleet, every man appointed and furnilhed in the bell 
fort. At the landing of our general, the Spanifli governor received him very courteoully, 
and the Spanilh geni lenten laluted our Englifli gentlemen, and their interior fort did 
alfo falute our foldiers and feamen, liking our men, and likewife their qualities, 
although at the firll they feemed to Hand in fear of us, and of fo many of our boats, 
whereof they defired that all might not land their men, yet in th^ end, the courtefies 
lhat palTed on both fides were fo great, that all fear and miftruH on the Spaniards part 
was abandoned. ^ 

"M the mean time, while our Englilh general and the Spanilh governor difeourfed 
betw^ thqni of divers matters, as of the Hate of the country, the multitude of the 
tOMilfiiS 'a^ijpd, 'ph^le, and the commbdities of the ifland ; our men provided two 
covered with green boughs, the one for the gentlemen, the other 
iNi & fumptuotts banquet was brought in, farved by us all in plate, 

8 with 
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with the found of trumpets, and concert of mufic, .wherewith ihe Spaniards were more 
than delighted. Which banquet ^ng ended, the Spaniards in rftcompence of our 
cfurtd^, caufed a great herd of wliite bulls and kine to be brought together from the 
motmtains, and sqjpointed for every gentleman and captain that would ride, a horfe ready *• 
faddled, zid then fingled out three of the beft of them, to be hunted by horfemen after 
their manner, fo that the paftime grew very pleafant for the fpace of three hours, wherein 
all three of the beads were killed, whereof one took the fea, and there was flain with a 
mofket. After this fport many rare prefents and gifts were given and beftowed on both 
parts, and the next .day we played the merchants with them by way of truck and ex- 
change of divers of their commodities, as horfes, mares, kine, bulls, goats, fwine, i^eep, 
bull-hides, fugar, ginger, pearl, tobacco, and fuch like cominodities of the ifland. 

The 7th day we departed, with great good will from the Spaniards, fiom the ifland 
of Hifpaniola : but the wifer fort do impute this great fliew of friendAip and courtefy 
ufed towards us by the Spaniards, ratht'r to the force that we were of, and the 
vigilance and watchfulnef^ that was ‘amongll us, than to any hearty good will, or fare 
fiicndly entertainment ; for doubtlefs if they had been ftronger than we, we might 
have looked for no better courtefy at their hands, than mafter John Hawkins received 
at S. John de Ulva, or John Oxnam near the Streights of Darien, and divers others of 
our countrymen in other places. 

The 8th day, we anchored at a fmall ifland to take feals, which ih that place we 
underflood to have been in great quantity, where the general and certain others with 
him in the pinnace were in very great danger to have been all calf away, but by the 
help of God, they efcaped the hazard, and returnc'd aboard the Admiral in fafely. 

The 9 th day, we arrived and landed in the hie of Cay cos, in which ifland we fearched 
for fait ponds, upon the advertifement and information of a Portugal : who indeed 
abufed our general and us, deferving a halter for his hire, if it had fo pleafed us. 

The 1 2th, we anchored at Guanima, and landed. 

The 15th and i6rh, we anchored and landed at Cyguateo. 

The 20th, we fell in with the main of Florida. 

The 23d, we were in great danger of a wreck on a beach caUed the Cape of Fear. 

The 24th, we came to anchor in a harbour, where we caught in one tide fo much fifh 
as would have yielded us ao pounds in London ; this was our fnft landing in Florida. 

Ihc 26th, we came to anclwftrat Wococon. 

The 2qth, we weighed anchor to bring the Tiger into the harbour, where through 
the unflvilfulnefs of the mafter, whofe name was Fe'vnando, the Admiral ftruck on 
ground and funk. 

The 3d of July, we fent word of our arriving at Wococon, to Wingina at Roanoak. 

The 6th, M. John Anmdell was fent to the mam, and Manteo with him ; and Captain 
Aubrey and Captain Boniten the fame day were fent to Croutoan, where they found 
two of cur men left there with 30 other, by Captain Raymond, forac 20 days before. 

The 8th, Captain Aubrey and Captain Boniten returned, with two of our men 
found by them, to ug at Wococon. 

The 1 ith day, the general accompanied in his tilt boat with Mafter John Aniijdell, 
Mafter Stukeley, and divers other gentlemen, Mafter Lane, Mafter Candifti, JMtofter 
Hariot, and' ao others in the new pinnace. Captain Amadas, Captain Qaile, '^th 
10 others in a fhip boat. Frauds Brook and John White in another Ihip |)oat, ps j j frid 
over the -Cvater from Wococon to the main land, vi&ualled for eight daya^ in 
we ftrft difeovnred the towns c^Pomeiok, Aquafeogoe, and Sceptab,' , 

lake called by the favages Faqtupe, with divers other places, and fq 
difeovery to our fleet. • * 

the 
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The lath, we came to the town of Pomdok. 

The 1 3th, we jfeflcd by water to Aquafcogok. 

The 15th, we came to Secoran, and were well entertained there of the faVEgH. , 

The 16th, w'c retunied thence, and one of our boats with the Admiral WtaS fent to 
Aquafcogok, to demand a filver cup which one of the favages had ftolcn from US, and 
receivingit according to his promife, we burnt and fpoiled their corn and towm, all 
people being fled. 

The 1 8th, w'e returned from the difeovery of Secotan, and the fame day came aboard 
our fleet riding at Wococon. . , 

Thfe 21ft, our fleet anchoring at Wococon, we weighed anchor for Hatoraike. 

The 27th, our fleet an<:hored at Hatoraike, and there we relied. 

The 29th, Grangino, brother to king Wingina, came oq board the Admiral, and Man* 
teo with him. 

Augufl: the ad, the Admiral was fent to Weapomeiok. 

The 5th, M. John Arundell was fent for England. 

The 25th, our general weighed anchor, and fet fail for England. 

About the 31ft, he tooka Spanilh Ihip of 300 ton, richly loaden, boarding her with a 
boat made with boards of chelts, which fell afunder and funk at the Ihip’s fide, as foon 
as ever he and his men were out of it. 

The I oth of 'September, by foul weather, the general then Ihipped in the prize, 
loft fight of the Tiger. 

The 6th of Oftober, the Tiger fell with the Lands-end, and the fame day came to 
anchor at Falmouth. 

The 1 8th, the general came with the prize to Plymouth, and was courteeuily received 
by divers of his worlhipful friends. 


The Names of thofe as well Gentlemen as others, that remained one whole year in 
Virginia, under the government of Mailer Ralph Lane. 


Mafter Philip Amadas, Admiral 
of the country. 

Mafter Hariot. 

Mafter Adton. 

Mailer Edward Stafford. 

Thomas Luddington. 

Mafter Marvyn. 

Mailer Gardiner. 

Captain Vaughan. 

Mafter Kendall. 

Mafter Pridcox. 

Robert Holecroft. 

Rife Courtney. 

Mafter Hugh Rogers. 

Mafter Thomas Harvie. 

Mafter Snelling. 
ifaftsT Anthony Ruffe. 

Polifem. 

iThqmasParire. 


William Randes. 
Geoffrey Churchinan. 
William Farthow. 
John Taylor. 

Philip Robyns. 
Thomas Philips. 
Valentine Beale. 
Thomas Foxe. 

Darby Glande. 
Edward Nugen. 
Edward Kelley. 

John Goftigo, 
Erafmus Clefs. 
Edward Ketchenan. 
John Unfey. 

Thomas Rottenbury. 
Roger IWne. 

John Hants. 

Fiends Norris. 
Mathew Lyne. 
Edward RettelL 


Thomas 
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Thomas Wiffe. 

Robert Bifcombe. 
W4ijyam»B9ckhoufe. 
WtiUaim White. 
Hegsiy Potkin. 

DeiSiitis Barnes. 

Jofeph Borges. 
Doughjmi Cannes. 
William Tenche. 
Randall Latham. 
Thomas Hulmc. 
Walter MUI. 

Richard Gilbert. 
Steven Pomarie. 

John Brocke. 

Bennett Harrie. 

James Stevenfon. 
Charles Stevenfon. 
Chriftopher Lowde. 
Jeremy Man. 

James Mafon 
David Salter. 

Richard Ireland. 
Thomas Bookener. 
William Philips. 
Randal Maync. 

James Skinner. 

George Efeven. . 

John Chandeler. 

Philip Blunt. 

Richard Porjrc. 

Robert Yong. 
Marmaduke Conftable. 


Thomas Heikett. 
WilUam Waffe. 

John Fever. 

Daniel. 

Thomas Taylor. 
Richard Humfrey. 
John Wright. 

Gabriel North. 
Bennet Chappell. 
Richard Sarc. 

James Lacie. 
Smolkin. ‘ 

Thomas Smart. 
Robert. 

John Evans. 

Roger Large. 
Humfrey Garden. 
Francis Whitton. 
Rowland GrifFyn. 
WilHam MiUard. 
John Twit. 

Edward Seclemore. 
John Anwike. 
Chriftopher Marlhall. 
David Williams. 
Nicholas Swabber. 
Edward Chipping. 
Silvefter Beching. 
Vincent Cheync. 
Hance Walters. 
Edward Barecombe. 
Thomas Skevelabs. 
William Walters. 


An Extraft of Mafter Ralph Lane’s Letter to M. Rich^d Hakluyt Efquire, and another 
Gentleman of the Middle Temple, from Virginia. 

“ In the mean while you fliall underftand, that fince Sir Richard Grcenvil’s departure 
from us, as alfo before, we have difeovered the main to be the goodlieft foil under the 
cope of heaven, fo abounding with fweet trees, that bring fuch fundry rich and pleafant 
gums, grapes of fuch greatnefs, yet wild, as France, Spain, nor Italy have no greater ; 
fo many forts of apothecary drugs, fuch feveral kinds of flax, and one kind &e filk, 
the fame gathered of.agrafs, as common there as grafs is here. And nO'«t within 
thefe few days we have found here maize or Guinea wheat, whofe ear yieldeth corn for 
bread 400 upon one ear, and the cane maketh very good and perfe£I fugar,*alfo 
ierra Samiat otherwife terta Jlgillata. Befides ."^at, it is the goodlieft and nioft 
pleafmg territory of the worl4 i for the continent is of an huge nnd uiftcnown ^eat* 
nefs, and vbry weU peojpled and (owned, though faVagely, and the climate fa 
that we had not one we touched the land here. ■ To ctmcIode,'®F^fe’^iiw^ 

had but horfes and kine reafonable proportion, 1 dare aflTure myfcM, ^ 
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habited with Englifti, no realm In Ctiiiftendom were comparable to it. For this already 
we find, that what commodities foever France, Spain, Italy, or the eaft parts do yield 
unto us, in wines of ail forts, in oils, in flax, in oofins, pitch, frankinceiife, currants, 
. fugars, and fuch like, thefe parts do abound with the growth of thran all ; but being 
favages that pofl'efs the land, they know no ufe of the fame. And fundry other rich 
commodities, that no parts of the world, be they Weft or Eaft Indies, have, here we 
find great abundance of. The people naturally are moft courteous, and very defirous 
to have cloaths, but efpecially of coarfe cloth rather than filk, coarfe canvafs they alfo 
like well of, but copper carrieth the price of all, fo it be made ^red. Thus good M. 
Hakluyt, and M. H. I have joined you both in one letter of remembrance, as two that I 
love dearly well, and commending me moft heartily to you both, I commit you to the 
tuition of the Almighty. From the new fort in Virginia, this 3d of September, 1585. 

Your moft affured mend, 

“ Ralph Lake.” 

An Account of the Particularities of the Employments of the Englijhmen left in Virginia by 
Sir Richard Greenvile under the charge of Majler Ralph Lane, General of the fame, 
from the lyth Attgujl 1585, until the i%th of June 1586, at wbich time they departed 
the Country ; fent and direffed to Sir Walter Ralegh. 

THAT I may proceed with order in this difeourfe, I think it requifite to divide it into 
two parts. The firft lhall declare the particularities of fuch parts of the country within 
the main, as our weak number and fupply of things necelTary did enable us to enter 
into the difeovery of. 

The fecond part lhall fet down the rcafons generally moving us to refolve on our 
departure at the inftant with the General Sir Francis Drake, and our common requeft 
for paflage with him, when the barks, pinnaces, and boats with the mailers and mariners, 
meant by him to be left in the country for the fupply of fuch, as for a further time 
meant to have ftayed there, were carried away with tempeft and foul weather. In the 
beginning whereof lhall be declared the confpiracy of Pemifapan with the favages of the 
main, to have cut us off, &c. 

The Eirjl Part, declaring the Particularities of the Country of Virginia, 

Firft therefore touching the particularities of the country, you lhall underftand that 
our difeovery of the fame hath been extended from the illand of Roanoak (the fame 
having been the place of our fettlement or inhabitation) into the fouth, into the north, 
into the N. W. and-into the weft. 

The uttermoft place to the fouthward of any difeovery was Secotan, being by eftima- 
lion fbur-fcore miles diftant from Roanoak. The palTage from thence was through a 
broad found within the main, the fame being without kenning of land, and yet full pf 
fiats and Ihoals : we had but one boat with four oars to pafs tnroqgh the fame, which 
boat coulu not carry above fifteen men, with their furniture, baggage, and viftual for 
ibven days at the moft } and as for our pinnace, befides that Ihe drew too deep tvater 
for Vhat lhallow found, Ihe would not llir /or an oar : for thefe and other reafons 
(whRer alfo being at hand) we the ight good wholly to leave the difeovery of thofe 
parts untUiour ftronger fupply. 

To the noxth^yard our iartheft difeovery was to the Chefepians, diftant fironv Roanoak, 
}out 130 miles, the paflage to it was very lhallow and moft ^gerous, by reafon of 
tEreadth of the found, and the little fuccour that up<p| any flaw was mere to be 


But 
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But the territory and foil of the Chefepiaqs (being diftant 15 miles from the 
fhore), was for pleafantnels of feat, for temperature of climate, for fertility of foil, and 
'for the commodity of the fea, besides multitude of bears (being an excellent good 
victual), with great woods of iadafras, and walnut trees, is not to be excelled by any, 
other whatfoever. 

There be fundry kings whom they call Weroances, and countries of great fertility 
adjoining to the fame, as the Mandoages, Tripanicks, and Opollians, which all came to 
vifit the colony of the Englilh, which 1 had for a time appointed to be refident there. 

To the N. W. the fartheft place of our difeovery was to Chawanook diflant from 
Roanoak aboul 1 30* miles. Our paflage thither lyeth through a broad found, but all 
fr elh water, and the channel of a great depth, navigable for good (hipping, but out of 
the channel foil of Ihoals. * 

The towns about the water^de (Ituated by the way are thefe following : Paffaquenoke, 
the Woman’s Town, Chepanoe, Weapomeiok, Mufeamunge, and Metackwem ; all thefe 
beingunder the juiiididlion of the kingof Weapomeiok, called Okifeo: from Mufeamunge 
we enter into the river, and jurifdiflion of Chawanook. There the river beginneth to 
ftraighten until it come to Chawanook, and then groweth to be as narrow as the Thames 
between Wellminller and I,,ambeth. 

BetweenMufeamunge andChawanook upon the left hand as we pafs thither, is a goodly 
high land, and there is a town which we called The BlindTown, but th9 favages called it 
Ohanoak, and hath a very goodly corn field belonging unto it; it is fubjeft to Chawanook. 

Chawanook itfelf is the greateft province and feigniory lying upon that river, and the 
very town itfelf is able to put 700 fighting men into the field, befides the forces of the 
province itfelf. 

The king of the faid province is called Menatonon, a man impotent in his limbs, but 
otherwife for a favage,a very grave and wife man, and of a very fingular good difeourfe 
in matters concerning the date, not only of his own country, and the difpofition of his 
own men, but alfo of his neighbours round about him as well far as near, and of the 
commodities that each country yicldeth. When I had him prifoner with me, for two 
days that we were together, he gave me more underftanding and light of the country, 
than I had receivs;d by all the fearches and favages, that before I or any of my 
country had had conference with : it was in March lall part, 1 586. Amongft other things 
he told me, that going three days journey in a canoe up his river of Chawanook, and 
then defeending to the land,^you are within four days journey to pafs over land N. E. 
to a certain’s king’s country, whofe province lyeth upon the fea, but his place of 
greateft ftrength is an ifland fituated, as he deferibed unto me, in a bay, the water 
round about the ifland very deep. 

Out of this bay he fignified unto me, that this king had fo great quantity of pearl, 
and doth fo ordinarily take the fame, as that not only his own fleins that he weareth, 
and the better Ibrt of his gentlemen and followers are full fet with the faid pearl, but 
alfo his beds and houfes are garnilhed with them ; and that he hath foch quantity of 
them, that it is a wonder to fee. 

He fliewed me that the faid king was with him tit Chawanook two years before, and 
brought him certain pearl, but the fame'of the worft fort, yet was he fain to buy* them 
of him for copper at a dear rate, as he thought. He gave me a rope of the fame pearl, 
but they were black and nought, yet many of them were very great> and a fow amongli 
a fiumbet very orient and round ; all which 1 lolt with other things, of tnii 0, coming 
aboard Sir Francis Drake his fleet : yet he told me that the laid king -had great Here 
of pearl that were wliite, great, and round, and that his black pearl his men did take out 
of ihallow water, but the white pearl his men filhed for in very d*ecp water. ' 

VOL. XII. 4 E 



^78 GRiENVILE*S VOYAGE TO VIROlkrA. 

It fecmed to me by his fpeech, that the faid kiitg had traffick with white meil that had 
cloaths as we have, for thefe white pearl, and mat was the feafon that he would hot 
depart with other than with black pearls, to thofe of the fame country. 

ITie king of Chawanook promifed to give me guides to go over land into that 
king’s country whenfoever I would ; but he advifed me to take good ftore of men with 
me, and good llore of viftuals, for he faid that the king would be loth to fuffer any 
ftrangers to enter into his country, and efpecially to meddle with the filhing for any 
pearl there, and that he was able to make a great many of men into the field, which 
he faid would fight very well. 

Hereupon I refolved with myfelf, that if your fupply had come before the end of 
April, and that you had fent any ftore of boats or men, to have had them made in any 
reafonable time, with a lufficient number of men and victuals to have found us until the 
new corn were come in, I would have fent a fmall bark with two pinnaces about by 
fea to the northward to have found out the bay he fpake of, and to have founded the 
bar if there were any, which fhould have ridden there in the faid bay about that ifland, 
while I with all the fmall bbats 1 could make, and with 200 men, would have gone up 
to the head of the river of Chawanook with the guides that Menatonon would have given 
me, which I would have been affured Ihould have been of his beft men (for I had his belt 
beloved fon prifoner with me^ who alfo Ihould have kept me company in an handlock 
with the i^ft, fexTt by foot, all tha voyage over land. 

My meaning was further at the head of the river in the place of my defeent where I 
would have left my boats, to have raifed a fconfe with a final! trench, and a palifado upon 
the top of it, in the which, and in the guard of my boats I would have left 25 or 30 men ; 
with the reft would I have marched with as much viflual as every man could have carried, 
with their furniture, mattocks, fpades and axes, two days journey. In the end of my 
march, upon fome convenient plot would I have raifed another fconfe according to the 
former, where I would have left 15, or 20. And if it would have fallen out con- 
veniently, in the way I would have raifed my faid fconfe upon fome com field, that 
my company might have lived upon it. 

And fo I would have holden this courfe of infeonfing every two days march, until 
I had been arrived at the bay or port he fpake of j which finding to be worth the 
poffeffion, I would there have raifed a main fort, both for the defence of the harbour, 
and our Ihipping alfo, and would have reduced our whole habitation from Ronaoak, 
and from the harbour and port there (which by proqf is very naught), unto this 
Other beforementioned, from whence, in the four days march before fpecified, could I 
at all times return with my company back unto my boats riding under my fconfe, very 
near whereunto direftly from the weft, runneth a moft notable river, and in all thofe parts 
moft famous, called the river of Moratoc. This river openeth into the broad found of 
Weapomeiok. And whereas the river of Chawanook, and all the other found sand bays, 
felt and firefli, fhew no current in the world in calm weather, but are moved altogether 
with the wind : this river of Moratoc hath fo violent a current^ from the weft and 
S. W. that it made me almoft of opinion that with oars it would fcarce be navigable : 
It pafleth with many creeks and turnings, and for the fpace of thirty miles rowing and 
rt^re, it is as broad as the Thames betwixt tSreenwich and the Ifl^^of Dogs, in fome 
place more, and in fome lefs : the current runneth as ftrong, being entered fi> high into 

”»er, al at London bridge upon % vale water. 

^or |hat ‘not only Menatonon, but alfo the fevages of Moratoc thehlfelvse* do 
things of the head of that river, and that from Moratoc hfelf^ whidi is 
ipal town upon that river, it is thirty days as fome of tliem fey, and fome fay 
8 forty 
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forty days voyage to the head thereof, which head thjy fay fpringeth out of a main rock in 
that abundance, that forthwith it maketh a moft violent ftream ; and further, that this huge 
rock ftandeth fo near unto a fea, that manja times in ftorms (the wind coming outward^ 
from the fea) the waves thereof are beaten mto the faid frelh ftream, fo that the frem 
water for a certain fpace groweth fait and brackilh. I took a refolution with myfelf, 
having difmilTed Menatonon upon a ranfom agreed for, and fent his fon into the pinnace 
to Roimoak, to enter prefently fo far into that river with two double wherries, and 
forty perfons one or other, as I could have victual to carry us, until wc could meet with 
more either of the Moratoks, or of the Mangoaks, whicn is another kind of favages, 
dwelling more A) the weftward of the faid river : but the hope of recovering more victual 
from the favages made me and my company as narrowly to efcape ftarving in that dif- 
covery before our return, as ever men did, that mifled the fame. 

For Pemifapan, who had changed his name of Wingina upon the death of his brother 
Granganinio, had given both the Choanifts and Mangoaks word of my purpofe touch- 
ing them, I having been enforced l» make him privy to the fame, to be ferved by him 
of a guide to the Mangoaks, and yet lie did never reft to folicit continually my going 
upon them, certifying me of a general aflembly even at that time made by Menatonon 
at Chawanook of all his Weroances, and allies to the number of 3000 bows, preparing 
to come upon us at Roanoak, and that the Mangoaks were alfo joined in the fame 
confederacy, who were able of themfelves to bring as many more to, the enterprize. 
And true it was that at that time the aflembly was holden at Chawanook aSout us, as 
I found at my coming thither, which being unlooked for, did lb difmay them, as it 
made us have the better hand at them. But this confederacy againft us of the Choanifts 
and Mangoaks was altogether and wholly procured by Pemifapan himfelf, as Menatonon 
confefl'ed unto me, who fent them continual word, that our purpofe was fully bent 
to deftroy them: on the other fide he told me, that they had the like meaning to- 
wards us. 

He in like fort having fent word to the Mangoaks of my intention to pafs up into 
their river, and to kill them (as he faid), both they and the Moratoks, with whom before 
we were entered into a league, and they had ever dealt kindly with us, abandoned 
their towns along tl^e river, and retired themfelves with their women, and their corn 
within the main ; infomuch as having paflTed three days voyage up the river, we could 
not meet a man, nor find a grain of corn in any their towns : wiiereupon confidering 
with myfelf that we had but two days vidual left, and that we were then 1 60 miles 
from home, befides cafualty of contrary winds or ftosms, and fufpefting treafon of bur 
own favages in the difeovery of our voyage intended, though we had no intention to 
be hurtful to any of them, otherwife than for our copper to have had corn of them : I 
at night upon the corps of guard, before the putting forth of centinels, advertifed the 
whole company of the cafe we flood in for vidlual, and of mine opinion that we were 
betrayed by our own favages, and of purpofe drawn forth by them upon vain hope 
to be in the end ftarved, feeing all the country fled before us, and therefore while we 
had thofe two days viftual left, I thought it good for us to make our return home- 
ward, and that it were necelTary for us to get the other fide of the found Weapomeiofc 
in time, where we might be relieved upoh the wears of Chypanum, and the Woihep’s 
Town, although the people were fled. 

Thus much I fignified unto them, as the lafeft way : neverthelefs I did rofer it to the 
greater number of voices, whether we Ihould adventure the fpendigg of f>»r whole 
visual in fome further view of that moft goodly river, in hope to meet with i'ome better, 
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hap, or othermfe to retire ourfelves- back again. And for that they might be the 
better advifed, I willed them to deliberate all night upon the matter, and m the morn- 
ing at oiir going aboard to fet our courfe according to the defires of the greater part. 
Their refolution fully and wholly was (and not three found to be of the contrary 
opinion) that whiles there was left but one half pint of corn for a man, we fliould not 
leave the fearch of that river, and that there were in the company two maftilFs, , upon 
the pottage of which with faffafras leaves (if the worft fell out) the company would 
make fliift to live two days, which time would bring them down the current to the 
mouth of the river, and to the entry of the found, and in two days morp at the furthelt 
they hoped to crofs the found, and to be relieved by the wcares, which two days they 
would fall rather than be drawn back a foot till they had feen the Mangoaks, either 
as friends or foes. This refolution of theirs did not a little pleafe me, fince it came 
of themfelves, although for miftruft of that which afterwards did happen, I pretended 
to have been rather of the contrary opinion. 

And that which made me moft defirous to have fome doings with the Mangoaks 
either in friendlhip,or otherwife to have had one or two of them prifoners, was, for that 
It is a thing moft notorious to all the country, that there is a province, to the which the 
faid Mangoaks have recourfe, and traffic up that river of Moratoc, which hath a mar- 
vellous and moft ftrange mineral. This mine is fo notorious amongft them, as not 
only to the favsiges dwelling up the faid river, and alfo to the favages of Chawanook, 
and all them to the wcftard, but alfo to all them of the main : the country’s name is of 
fame, and is called Chaunis Temoatan. 

The mineral they fay is Waflador, which is copper, but they call by the name of 
Waflador every metal whatfoever ; they fay it is the colour of our copper, but our 
copper is better than theirs ; and the reafon is for that it is redder and harder, whereas 
that of Chaunis 'I'emoatan, is very foft and pale ; they fay that they take the faid metal 
out of a river, that falleth very fwift from high rocks and hills, and they take it in 
(hallow water j the manner is this. They take a great bowl, by their delcription as 
great as one of our targets, and wrap a (kin over the hollow part thereof, leaving one 
part open to receive in the mineral : that done, they watch the coming down of the 
current, and the change of the colour of the water, and then fuddbnly chop down the 
bowl with the (kin, and receive into the fame as much ore as will come in, which, is 
ever as much as their bowl will hold, which prefently they call into a fire, and forth- 
with it melteth, and doth yield in five parts, at the firll melting, two parts of metal for 
three parts of ore. Of this metal Ihe Mangoaks have fo great (lore, by re}>ort of all the 
favages adjoining, that they beautify their houfes with great plates of the fame : and this 
to be true, I received by report of all the country, and particularly by young Skiko, 
the king of Chawanook’s fon, my prifoner, who alio himfelf had been prifoner with 
the Mangoaks, and fet down all the particularities to me before mentioned : but he had 
not been to Chaunis Temoatan himfelf ; for he faid it was twenty days journey over 
land from the Mangoaks to the faid mineral country, and that they palTed through 
certain other territories between them and the Mangoaks, before they came to the 
Ikid country. ^ 

Upon report of the premifes, which I was very inquifitive in all places where I came 
to take very particular information of, by all the iavage#that dwelt towards thofe 
parts, and specially of Menatonon himfelf, who in every thing did very particularly 
mf(i|m me, and |fromifed me guides of his own men, who Ihould go over with me, even 
faid country of Chaunis Temoatan, (for overland from Chawanook to the 
IiM%oakA is but one day’s journey from fun rifing to fun letting, wheresis by water it 
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is feven days with the fooneft) : thefe things, I fay, made me very defirous by all means 
poffible to recover the Mangoaks, and to get Ibme of that their copper for an effay, aftd 
therefore I willingly yielded to their refolution : but it fell out very contrary to all 
expe6:ation and likelihood} for after two days travel, and our whole vidual fpent^. 
lying on Ihorc all night, we could never fee man, only fires we might perceive 
made alongft the fliore where we were to pafs, and up into the country, until the very 
laft day ; in the evening whereof, about three of the clock, we heard certain favages 
call, as we thought, Manteo, who was alfo at that time with me in the boat, whereof we 
all being very j^lad,, hoping of fome friendly conference with them, and making him to 
anfwer them, they prcfently began a fong, as we thought in token of our welcome to 
them : but Manteo prefently betook him to his piece, and told me that they meant to 
fight witli us ; which word was not fo foon fpoken by hirfi, and the light-horfemen 
ready to put to Ihore, but there alighted a volley of their arrows amongit them in the 
boat, but did no hurt (God be thanked) to any man. Immediately the other boat 
lying ready with their ftiot to fcdur the place for our hand weapons to land upon, 
which was prefently done, although the land was very high and fteep, the favages 
forthwith quitted the fliore, and betook themfelves to flight : we landed, and having 
fair and eafily followed for a fmall time after them, who had wooded themfelves we 
know not where ; the fun drawing then towards the fetting, and being then alTured 
that the next day if we would purfue them, though we might happeji to meet with 
them, yet we fliould be allured to meet with none of their vidtual, which we then had 
good caufc to think of: therefore choofing for the company a convenient ground in 
iafety to lodge in for the night, making a Itrong corps of guard, and putting out good 
ccntinels, I determined the next morning before the rifmg of the fun, to he going 
back again, if pouibly we might recover the mouth of the river, into the broad fiiund, 
which at my firlf motion T found my whole company ready to alfent unto : for they 
were now come to their dog’s porridge, that they had befpoken for themfelves, if that 
befell them which did, and 1 therefore did millruft we fliould harilly efcape. The 
end was, w'e came the next day by n'\;ht to the river’s mouth within four or five miles 
of the fame, having rowed in one day down the current, as much as in four days we had 
done againft the faSiie ; we lodged upon an ifland, where we had nothing to eat but 
pottage of falfafnus leaves, the like whereof for a meat was never ufed before as I 
think. 

The broad found wc had to pafs the next day all frefli and I'afling : that day the 
wind blew fo ftrongly, and the billow fo great, that there was no poflxbility of paflage 
without finlring of our boats. This was upon an Eafter eve, which was failed very 
truly. Upon Kaller-day in the morning the wind coming very calm, we entered the 
found, and by four of the clock were at Chipanuni, whence all the favages that we had left 
there were fled, but their weares did yieli.1 us fome fifli, as God was pleafed not utterly 
to fuffer us to be loft ; for fome of our company of the Hght-horferaen were far fpent. 
The next morninjJ w e arrived at our home Roanoak. 

I have fet down tliis voyage fonicwhat particularly, to the end thatlt may appear unto 
you (as true it is) that there wanted ^o great good-wall from the moft to tl\e Icaft 
amongll us, to have perfected this difeovery of the mine ; for that the difeovery of a 
good mine, by the gooddlfe of God, or a paflage to the South Sea, or fome way tO' it, 
and nothing elfe can bring this country in requpft to be inhabited by our hation. . And 
with the difeovery of cither of the two above (hewed, it will be the melt Tweet and 
heahhfuleft climate, and therewithal the moil fertile foil (being manured) in the world : 

and. 



58a GRBENVILli’s VOYAGE TO VIRGIKIA. 

and then with faflafras, and many other roots and gums there found, make good mer- 
chandize and lading for fliipping, which otherwife will not of theml'elves be worth 
the fetching. 

Provided alfo that there be found out a better harbour than yet there is, which 
muft be to the northward if any there be, which was my intention to have fpent this 
fummer in the fearch of, and of the mine Chaunis Temoatan. The one I would have 
done, if the barks that I (hould have had of Sir Francis Drake, by his honourable 
courtefy, had not been driven away by ftorm, the other if your fupply of more men 
and foine other neceffaries had come to us in any convenient fufliciency : for this river 
ofMoratico promifeth great things, and by the opinion of M.Hariots, the head of it by the 
defeription of the country, either fifeth from the Bay of Mexico, or elfe front very near 
unto the fame, that opene'th out into the South Sea. 

And touching the mineral, thus doth M. Youghan affirm, that though it be but 
copper, feeing the favages are able to melt it, it is one of the richelt minerals in 
the world. 

Wherefore a good harbour found to the northward, as before is faid, and from 
thence four days over land, to the river of Choanoak fconces being raifed, from whence 
again over land through the province of Choanoak one day’s voyage to the firft town 
of the Mangoaks up the river Moratico by the way, as alfo upon the faid river for the 
defence of our boats like fconfes being fet, in this courfe of proceeding you lliall 
clear yourfelf from all thofe dangers and broad lhallow founds before mentioned, and 
again within four days travel into the heart of the main 200 miles at the lead, and fo pafs 
your difeovery into that mod notable country, and to the likelied parts of the main, with 
far greater felicity than otherwife can be performed. 

Thus, Sir, I have though fimply, yet truly fet down unto you, what my labour 
with the red of the gentlemen, and poor men of our company (not without both pain 
and peril, which the Lord in his mercy many ways delivered us from) could yield mito 
you, which might have been performed in fome more perfedHon, if the Lord had been 
pleafed that only that which you had provided for us, had at the fird been left with 
us, or that he had not in his eternal Providence now at the lad fet fome other courfe 
in thefe things, than the wifdom of man could look into ; whichr truly the carrying 
away by a mod drange and unlooked-for dorm of all ouf provifion, with barks, 
mader, mariners, with fundry alfo of mine own company, all having been fo courte- 
oully fupplied by the General Sir h'rancis Drake, the fame having been mod fufficient 
to have performed the greated part of the premifes, mud ever make me to think the 
hand of God only (for fome his good purpofe to myfelf yet unknown) to have been 
in the matter. 

The Second Part, touching the Confpiracy of Panifapan, the Difeovery of the fame, and 
at the lajl, of pur Requejl to depart with Sir Francis Drake for England. 

Enfenore, a favage, father to Pemifapan, being the only friend to our nation that 
•we hadamongd them and about the king, died the 20th of April 1586. He alone 
had before oppofed himfelf in their confultations againd all imtters propofed againd us, 
which both ihe king and all the red of them after Granfbmoe’s death, were very 
willing t4 |iave''preferred. And he was not only by the mere Providence. of God 
during his^life, a initen to fave us from hurt, as poifonings and fuch like, but alfo to do 
us very glM goodj'nnd fingularly in tMs. 


The 
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* The king was advifed and of himfeif difpofetj, as of a ready mean to have afluredly 
brought us to ruin in the month of March 1586, himfeif alfo with all his favages to 
have run away from us, and to have left his ground in the ifland unfcwed : which if he 
had^done, there had been no polfibility in common reafon (but by the immediate hand 
of God) that we could have been preferved.from flarving out of hand. For at that 
time we had no weares for filh, neither could our men ftill of the ipaking of them, 
neither had .we pne grain of corn for feed to put into the ground. ^ 

In mine abfence on iny voyage that I had made againft the Chaonifts and Mangoaks, 
they had raifed a bruit among themfelves, that I and my company were part flain, 
and part ftatved hy the Chaonifts and Mangoaks. One part of this tale was too 
true, that I and mine were like to be ftarved, but the other falfe. 

Neverthelefs until my return it took fuch efleft, and in fhofe againll us, that they 
grew not only into contempt of us, but alfo (contrary to their foruigr reverend opinion 
in (hew, of the Almighty God of heaven, and Jefus Chrift whom we ferve and worlhip, 
whom before they would acknowledge and confefs the only Godi now they began to 
blafpheme, and flatly to fay, that our Lord God was not God, fmce he fuffered us to 
fuftain much hunger, and allb to be killed of the Renapoaks, for fo they call by that 
general name all the inhabitants of the whole main, of what province foever. Info- 
much as oldEnfenore, neither any of his fellows could for his fake have no more credit 
for us } and it came fo far that the king was refolved to have pref^ntly gone away as 
is aforefaid. 

But even in the beginning of this bruit I returned, which when he faw contrary to 
his expeftation, and the advertifement that he had received, that not only my life, and 
my company were all fafe, but alfo by report of his ow n three favages which had been 
with me belides Manteo in that voyage, that is to (ay Tetepauo, his (ifter’s hufband 
Kracano, and Cofline, that the Chaonifts and Mangoaks ( whofe name and multitude be- 
fid<?s their valour is terrible to all the reft of the provinces) durft not for the moft 
part of them abide us, and that thofe that did abide us were killed, and that we had 
taken Menatonon prifoner, and brought his fon that he beft loved to Roanoak with 
me, it did not a little affuage all devifes againft ns : on the other fide, it made En- 
fenore’s opinion to ber eccived again with greaier refpeds. For he had often before , 
told them, and then renewed thole his former fpecches, both to the king and the reft, 
that we were the fervants of God, and that we were not fubjeft tp be deftroyed by 
them ; but contrary-wife, that they amongft tliem that fought our deftruftion, (hoirld 
find their own, and not be able to work ours, and that we being dead men were 
able to do them more hurt, than now we could do being alive, an opinion very confi- 
dently at this day holdcn by the w'ifeft amongft them, and of their old men, as alfo, 
that they have in the night, being 100 miles from any of us, in the air been (hot 
at, and ftrucken by fome men of ours, that by ficknefs had died among them, and 
many of them hold opinion, that we be dead men returned into the world again, 
and that we do sot remain dead but for a certain time, and then we return again. 

All thefe fpeech^s then again grew in full credit with them, the king, and all, 
touching us, when he faw the fmall troop returned again, and in that fort from thofe 
whofe very names were terrible unto them ; but that which made up the matter at 
that time was an accident j yea rather (as all the reft was) the good Providence of the 
Almighty for the faving of us ; which was this. 

Wtthin certain days after my return from tlie laid journey, Mesatoifiw^ rent a mtf« 
fenger to vifit his fon the prifoner with me, and fent me certain pearl for a prefent, or 
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rather, as Pemifapan told me, for the,.ranfom of his fon, and therefore I refufed them : 
but the greateft caufe of his fending them was to fignify unto me, that he had com- 
manded Okifko king of Weapomiok, to yield himfelf fervantand homager to the great 
..Wcroanza of England, and after her to Sir Walter Ralegh; to perform which com- 
mandment received from Menatonon, the laid Okilko jointly with this Menatonon’s mef- 
fenger, fent tw^enty-four of his principalleft men to Roanoak to Pemifapan, to fignify 
that they, were ready to perform the fame, and fo had fent thofc his men to let me 
know, that from that time forward he and his fuccelTors were to acknowledge Her 
Majefty their only fovereign, and next unto her, as is aforefaid. 

All which being done and acknowledged by them all, in the prefence of Pemifapan 
his father, and all his favages in council then with him, it did for the time thoroughly 
(as it feemed) change him in difpofition toward us ; infomuch as forthwith Enfenore 
won this refolution of him, that out of hand he Ihould go about, and withal to caufe 
his men to fet up weai cs forthwith for us ; both which at that prefent he went in hand 
withal, and did fo labour the expedition of it, tha'c in the end of April he had fowed 
a good quantity of ground ; To much as had been fufficient to have fed our whole 
company (God blefling the ground), and that by the belly, for a whole year ; befides 
that ho gave us a certain plot of ground for ourfelves to fow. All which put us in 
marvellous comfort, if we could pafs from April until the beginning of July (which 
was to have been the beginning of their harveft) that then a new fupply out of Eng- 
land, or elfe our own fiorc would well enough maintain us : all our fear was of the 
two months betwixt, in which mean fpace if the favages Ihould not help us with Caflaui 
and Chyna, and that our weares fhould fail us (as often they did) we might very well 
ftarve, notwithllanding the growing corn, like tlie ftarving horfe in the liable, with the 
growing grafs, as the proverb is ; which we very hardly had efcaped, but only by the 
hand of God, as it pleated him to try us. For within few days after, as before is 
faid, Enfenore our friend died, who was no fooner dead, but certain of our great 
enemies about Pemifapan, as Ofacana Wcroance,Tanaquiny and Wanchefemoll princi- 
pally, were in baud again to put their old praftices in ufc agalnll us, which were 
readily embraced, and all tlieir former devices againll us renewed, and new brought 
in quellion. r 

But that of ftarving us by their forbearing to fow, was broken by Enfenore in his 
life, by having made the king all at one inllant to fow his ground, noi only in the 
illand, but allb at Dafamonquepeio in the main, within two leagues over againll us. 
Neverthelel’s there wanted no lloil' of mifehievous practices among them ; and of all 
they refolved principally of this following : 

Firll, that Okilko king ofWeapomeiok with the Mandoages lliould be moved, and with 
great quantity of copper entertained to the number of leven or eight hundred bows, to 
enterprife the matter thus to be ordered. They of Weapomeiok lliould be invited to a 
certain kind of month’s mind which they do ufe to foleiimize in their lavage manner 
for any great perlbnage dead, and lliould have been for Enfenore. At this inllant alfo 
Ihould the Mandoaks, who were a great people with the Ghefepi{ins and their friends, 
to the,numbcr of feven hundred of them, be armed at a day appointed to the main of 
Delamonquepeio, and there lying clofe, at the fign of lires, which lliould interchangeably 
be made on both fidcs, when Pemifapan with his troop above named Ihould have exe- 
cuted me, ai!d foiiie of our Weroancesj(as they called all our principal officers) the main 
fi^rces of ‘the rell ftiould have come over into the illand, where they meant to' have dif- 
patchetl the reft of the company, whom they did imagine to find both difmayed and 
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difpcrfed abroad in the iiland, fceking of crabs and fifh to live wlthall. The manner ol 
their enterprife was this. 

I'erraquinc and Andacon tw'o principal men about Pemifapan, and very lully fellows, 
with twenty more appointed to them had the charge of niy perfon, to fee and order 
taken for the fame, which they meant (hould in this fort have been executed. In 
the dead time of the night they would have befet my houfe, and put fire in the reeds 
the fame was covered with, meaning (as it was likely) that myfelf would liave come run- 
ning out of a fudden, amaxed in my ftiirt, without arms, upon the inflant whereof they 
would have knocked out my brains. 

I’lie fame order Was given to certain of his fellows, for M. Heriots : fo for all the 
reft of our better fort, all our houfes at one inftant being fei on fire as afore is faid, 
and that as well for them of the fort, as for us of the town. J^ow to the end tliat we 
might be the fewer in number together, and fo be the more cafily diralt withal', (for 
indeed ten of us with our arms prepared, were a terror to a hundrctl of the bell fort of 
them), they agreed and did iiinnedptely put it in pratliee, that they fhoiild not for any 
copper fell us any viduals whatf(;)ever : befides that in the night they flioulcl fend to 
have our wearcs robbed, and alfo to caufc liiem to be broken, and once being broken 
never to be repaired again by them. 

By this means the king flood aifured, that T muft be enforced for lack of fuflenance 
there, to dilband my company into fundry places to live upon flicll fifh, for fo the 
favages themfelvcs do, going to Hatorafk, Croatoan, and other places, fifhing and hunt- 
ing, while their grounds be in fowing, and their corn growing : wliich failed not his 
expectation. For the famine grew fo extreme among us, our weares failing us of fifh, 
that I was enforced to fend Captain Stafford with twenty with him to Croatoan, my 
Lord Admiral’s Wand to ferve two turns in (Uie, that is to fay, to feed himfelf and his 
company, and alfo to keep watch if any fliipping came upon the coafl to warn us of 
the lame. 

I fent M. Pridiox with the pinnace to Hatorafk, and ten with him, with the provofl 
marfliall to live there and alfo to wait lor fliipping : alfo J lent every w’cek fixteen or 
twenty of the rell of the company to the main over againft us, to live of Caflada 
and oyflcrs. 

In the mean while Pemifapan went of purpofc to Defamonquepeio for three caufes : 
the one to fee his grounds there broken up, and fowed for a fecond crop, the other 
to withdraw himfelf from my daily fending to him for fupply of viftual for my com- 
pany, for he was afraid to deny me anything, neither durll he in my prefence but by 
colour and with excufes which I was content to accept for the time, meaning in the end as 
I had reafon, to give him the jump once for all : bui in the mean whiles, as I had 
ever done before, I and mine bear all wrongs and accepfed of all excufes. 

My purpofe was to have relietl myfelf with Menatonon, and tlie Cliaonifls, who in 
truth, as they are more valiant people and in greater number than the reft, fo are they 
more faithful in tl^eir promifes, and fince my late being lln^re had given many tokens 
of earneft defire tliey liad to join in perfect league with us, and therefore were 
greatly offended with Pemifapan and Weapomeiok for making him believe fuch tales 
of us. 

The third caufe of his going to Dehunonqucpclo, w'as to difpatch his ineflengers to 
Weapomeiok, apd to the Mangoaks, as aforefaiU: all which he did with g^eat impreft- 
of coppep in hand, making large promifes to them* of greater fppil. • 

ThBfflfwer within few days after came from Weapomeiok, which Vas divided into 
^0 ^ps; firfl for the king Okifko, who denied to be of the party for himfelf, or any 
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of his fpecial followers, and therefore did immediately retire himfelf with his force into 
the main t, the other was concerning* the reft of the faid province, who accepted of it : 
and in like fort the Mangoaks received theimpreft. 

The day of t ieir affcmbly af()refaid at Roanoak was appointed the loth of June: 
’ all which the premifcs wer(.‘ difcovcred by Skiko, the king Menatonon’s fon, my prifoner, 
who having once altcinj^ted to run away, 1 laid him in the bilboes, threatening to cut 
off his head, whom T remitted at Pemifapan’s requeft : whereupon he being perfuaded 
that he was our enemy to the deatli, he did not only feed him with himfelf but alfo 
made him acquainted with all his pradtices. On the other fide, the young man find- 
ing himlcif as %vcll ufed at my hand, as I had means to fhew, and'that tdlmy company 
made much of him, he flatly difeovered all unto me, which alfo afterwards w'as revealed 
unto me by one of Pemifapan’s own men, tl’.ci night before he w'as flain. 

Thcfe mifcliiefs being ail inftantly upon me and my company to be put in execution, 
it ftood me in hand to fludy how to prevent them all, alfo to fave all others, which 
were that time as aforefaid, fo far from me ; whareupon I font to Pentifapan to put 
fufpicion out of his head, that I meant prcfcntly to go to Croatoan, for that I had heard 
of the arrival of our fleet (although I in truth had neither heard, nor hoped for fo 
good adventure) and that I meant to come by him, to borrow of his men to fifh for 
my company, and to hunt for me at Croatoan, as alfo to buy fome four days provifion to 
ferve for my voyage. 

He fent me word that he would himfelf come over to Roanoak, but from day to 
day he defered, only to bring the Weapomeioks with him and the Mangoaks, whofe time 
appointed was within eight days after. 

It was the laftof May 1586, when all bis own favages began to make their affembly 
at Roanoak, at his commandment lent abroad unto them, and I rcjfolved not to flay 
longer upon his coming over, fmee he meant to come with fogood company, but tliouglit 
good to go and vifit him w'ith fuch as 1 had, which 1 rclolved to tlo the next 
day ; but that night 1 meant by the way to give them in the ifland a canuifado, and 
at the infiant to feize upon all the canoes about the ifland, ti> keej) him from 
aJvcrtifemcnts. 

But the town took the alarm before I meant it to them : the occafion was this. I 
had font the mailer of the light horfeman, with a few with him, to gather up all the 
canoes in tiie fotling of the fun, and to take as many as were going from us to Defa- 
monquepeio, but to fuffer any that came from thence, to laud. lie nu:t with a canoe 
going from the fhorc and overthrew the canoe and cut off two favages heads ; this was 
not done fo fecrotly, but he was difeovered from the fhore ; whereupon the cry arofe ; 
for in truth they, privy to their own villainous purpofes againft us, held as good efpyal 
upon us, both day and night, as we did upon them. 

The alarm given they took lliemfelves to their bows, and we to our arms: fome 
three or four of them at the firft were flain with our fhot ; the reft fled into the woods. 
Wc next morning with the light horfeman and one canoe, taking twenty-five with the 
colonel of the Chefepians, and the ferjeant major, I went to Defamonqucpcio; and being 
landed, fent pemifapan word by one of his own favages that me't me at the Ihore, that 
I was going to Croatoan, and meant to take'him in the way to complain unto, him of 
Ofocon, who the night pafl was conveying away my prifoner, whom I had there prefent 
tied in an hand-lock. Whereupon the king did abide my coming to him, and finding 
'myfelf Amidft feven or eight of his pnncipal Weroances and followers (not T^rding 
apy of the common fan), I gave the watch-word agreed upon (which was, Cnpap our: 
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Victory"), and immediately thofe his chief men and himfelf had, by the mercy of God 
for our deliverance, that, which they had purpofedt for us. ,, 

The king himfelf being fliot through by the colonel with a piftol, lying on the 
ground for dead, and I looking as watchfully for the faring of Manteo’s friends, as others 
were bufy that none of the reft fhould efcape, fuddenly he ftarted up and ran away as’ ‘ 
though he had not been touched, infomuch as he over-ran all the company ; being by the 
way Ihot'thwart the buttocks by my Irifli boy with my petronell. In the end an Irifh- 
man ferving me, one Nugent, and the deputy provoft, undertook him, and .following 
him in the woods over-took him : and I in fome doubt left we had loft both the king 
and my man Ify ouf (wn negligence to have been intercepted by the favages, met him 
returning out of the woods with Pemifapan’s head in his hand. 

This fell out on the ift of June 1586, and the 8th of thefame came advertifement 
to me from Captain Stafford, lying at my Lord Admiral’s Ifland, that he had difeovered 
a great fleet of twenty-three fails, but whether they were friends or foes, he could not 
yet difeern. .lie advifed me to ftand upon as good guard as I could. 

The 9th of the faid month he himfelf came unto me, having that night before, 
and that fame day travelled by land twenty miles ; and I imift truly report of him from 
the firft to the laft, he was the gentleman that never fpared labour or peril either by land 
or water, fair weather or foul, to perform any I'ervice committed unto him. 

He brought me a letter from the General Sir Francis Drake, with a inoft bountiful 
and honourable olFer for the fupply of our neceffities to the pertorniance of the aflion we 
were then entered into ; and that not only of viftuals, munition and clothing, but alfo 
of barks, pinnaces, and boats ; they alfo by him to be vidualled, manned, and furniftied 
to my contentation. 

The loth day he arrived in the road of our bad harbour ; and coming there to an 
anchor, the 1 1 th day I came to him, whom I found in deeds moll honourably to per- 
form that which in writing and nielfage he had moft courtcoufly oflered, he having 
aforehand propounded the matter to all the captains of his fleet, and got their liking 
and confent thereto. 

With fuch thanks to him and liis captains for his care both of us and of our nation, 
not as the matter (^efei ved, but as I could both for my company and myfelf, I (being 
afore-hand prepared what I would defire) craved at his hands that it would pleafe him 
to take with him into England, a number of weak and unfit men for my good aftion 
which I would deliver to him ; and in place of them to fupply me of his companyvvvith 
oar- men, artificers, and others. 

That he would leave us fo much (hipping and viflual, as about Auguft the next 
following would carry me and all my company into luigland, when we had difcc>vered 
fomewhat, that for lack of needful proviliou in time left with us as yet remaned 
undone. 

That it would pleafe him withall to leave fome fulficient maftcrc not only to carry 
us into England, .when time (hould be, but alfo to fearch the coaft for fome better 
harbour, if there were any, and efpecially to help us to fome fmall boats, and 
oar-men. 

Alfo for a fupply of calivers and weapons, match and lead, tools, apparel aftd fuch 
like. 

He having received thefe my requefts, according to hjs ufual commendable manner 
,^of government (as it was told me) calling his captains to counfel the rvfo’ ution was 
' that I Ihould fend fuch ofmy officers of my company as I ufed ifl fuch matters, with thar 
notes, to go aboard with him ; which were the matter of the vk'luals, the keeper of 
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the ftorc, and the vicc-treafurcr ; to jvhom he appointed forthwith for me the Francis, 
being a very proper bark of feventy ton, and took prefent order for bringing of viftuals 
aboard her, for one hundred men for four months, with all my other demands whatfo- 
.ever to the uttermoft. 

And further he appointed for me two pinnaces, and four fmall boats : and that which 
Vras to perform all his former liberality to us, was that he had gofeen the full alTents of 
two of as fuflicient experimented mailers as were any in his fleet, by judgment of them 
that knew them, with very fuflicient gings to tarry with me, and to employ themfelves 
moll eamellly in the aftion, as I Ihould appoint them, until the term which I jJromifed 
of our return to England again. The nanxes of one of thofe mailers* was Abraham 
Kendall, the other GrilFeth Kerne. 

While thefe things wele in hand, the provifion aforcfaid being brought, and in 
bringing aboard, my faid mailers being alio gone aboard, my laid barks having ac- 
cepted of their charge, and mine own ofiicers, with others in like fort of my company 
with them (all which was difpatched by the faid general the 12th of the 'faid month), 
the 1 3th there arofe fuch an unwonted llorm, and continued four days, that had like 
to have driven all on Ihore, if the Lord had not held his holy hand over them, and 
the general very providently forefeen the worll himfelf, then about my difpatch putting 
himfelf aboard : but in the end having driven fundry of the fleet to put to fca, the 
Francis alfo witH all my provifions, my two mailers, and my company aboard, Ihe was 
feen to be free from the fame, and to put clear, to fea. 

This llorm having continued from the 13th to the i6th of the month, and thus 
my bark put away as aforefaid, the general coming alliore, made a new proffer unto 
me; which was a Ihip of 170 ton, called the Bark Bonner, w'ith a fuflicient mailer 
and guide to tarry with me the time appointed, and vidual fuflicient to carry me and 
tny company into England, with all provifions as before : but ,he told me that he 
would not for any thing undertake to have her brought into our harbour, and there- 
fore he was to leave her in the road, and to leave the care of the rcll unto myfelf, 
and advifed me to confider with my company of our cafe, and to deliver prefently unta 
him in writing, what I would require him to do for us : wdiich being within his power, 
he did aflure me as well for his cafitains as for himfelf, Ihould, be moll willingly 
performed. 

Hereupon calling fuch captains and gentlemen of my company as then were at 
hand who were all as privy as myfelf to the general’s oiler, their whole requeft was 
to me, that confiderlng the cafe that w’e flood in, the weaknefs of our company, the 
fmall number of the fame, the carrying away of our firll appointed bark, with thofe 
two elpecial mailers, with our principal provifions in tiie fame, by the very hand of 
God as it feemed, llretched out to take us from thence; confidering alfo that his 
fecond ofttr, though moll honourable of his part, yet of ours not to be taken, in- 
fomuch as there was no pollibility for her with any fafety to be brought into the 
harbour, feeing further that our hope for lupply with Sir Richard Grt^envile, fo 
undoubtfully promifed us before Ealler, not yet come, neither then likely to come this 
year, ^onfidering the doings in England for Flanders, and alfo for' America, that there- 
fore I would relblve myfelf with my company fo go into England with that fleet ; and 
accordingly to make requell to the general in all our names, that he would be pleafed 
JO give us pf'efent paflage with him. Which requell of ours, by myfelf delivered unto 
him, he Vnoll readily .affented unto ; and fo he fending immediately his pinitaces 
our Iffijiul, for the fetching away of a few that there were left with our baggage, the ' 
weith^r was fo boiil^rous, and the piiuiaoes fo often on the ground, that the moll of all 
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we hadj-^th all our cards, books and writings, were by the failors caft overboard, the 
greriter number of the fleet being much aggticvetl with their long and dangprous Uiiode 
in the mii^rabl e road. 

From whence the general in the name of the Almighty, weighing his anchors (having 
beftowed us amongfl: his fleet), for the relief of whom he had in that florin, fuftain -d' 
more peril of wreck than in all his former moll: honourable actions againft the Spaniards 
with prailes unto God for all, fet fail the 19th June 1586, and arrived in Portfinoutli 
the 27th July of the fame year. 


The Third Voyage made by a Ship fent in theTear 1586, to the Relief of the Colony planted 
in Virginia, at the foie Charges of Sir Waltef Ralegh. 

In the year of our Lord 1 586, Sir Walter Ralegh at his own charge prepared a 
Ihip of 100 ton, freighted with all* manner of things in moft plentiful manner, for the 
lupply and relief of his colony then remaining in Virginia ; but before they fet fail 
from England it was after Eaflor, fo that our colony half defpaired of the coming of 
any fupply ; wherefore every man prepared for himfclf, determining refolutely to fpend 
the refidue of their life-time in that country. And for the better performance of this 
their determination, they fowed, planted, and fet fuch things as were necelTary 
lor their relief in fo plentiful a manner, as might have fufficed them two years without 
any further labour. Thus trufting to their own harvefl, they palled tlie fumincr till the 
lolh June; at wliich time their corn which they had fow'ed was wiiliin one fortnight 
of reaping ; but then it happened that Sir Francis Dr;ike in his profperous return from the 
lacking of Siin Domingo, Cartagena, and Saint Augultine, determined in his way home- 
ward to vifit his countrymen the Englilh colony, then remaining in Virginia. So palling 
along the coafts of Florida, he fell with the parts '^here our Englilh colony inhabited, 
and having efpied fome of that company, there he anchored and went alaml, where he 
conferred with them of their Hate and welfare, and how things had palfed with them, 
'i’hey anfwered him that they lived all : but hitherto in fome fcarcity, and as yet could 
bear of no fupply Qut of England ; therefore tfley requefted him that he w'ould leave 
with them fome two or three Ihips, that if fome reafonable time they heard not out of 
i.ngland, they might then return theml'elves. Which he agreed to. Whilft fome were 
then writing their letters to fend into England, and fome others making reports of the 
accidents of their travels each to other, fome on land, fome on board, a great ftorm 
ai'ol'e, and drove the moft of their fleet from their anchors to fea, in which fliips at 
that inllant were the chiefeft of the Englilh colony; the reft on kmd perceiving this, 
hailed to thole three fails vvhidt were appointed to be left there, and for fear they 
Ihould be left behind, they left all things confuledly, as if they had been chafed from 
thence by a mighty army ; and no doubt lb they were ; for the; hand of God came 
upon them for tho cruelty and outrages committed by fome of them agaiiift the native 
inhabitants of that country. ♦ 

Immediately after the departing of our Englilli colony out of this paradife of the 
world, the lliip above mentioned fent* and fet forth at the charges of Sir Walter 
Ralegh, and his direftion, arrived at HatoValk r who after fome time fpent in feeking 
our colony up in the country, and not finding them’, returned? with all <he aforefaid 
H^roviliofl into England. ^ ' <• 

About 14 or 15 days after the departure of the aforelaid lliip, Sir Rich^ 
Greenvile, general pfVirginiaj accompanied with three fliips well appojntedfor the fame 
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voyage, arrived there : who not findii^ the aforefaid fliip, according to his expedation, 
nor hearing any news of our Englifli colony there feated, and left by him Anno 1585, 
himfelf travelling up into divers places of the country, as well to fee if he could hear 
any news of the colony left there by him the year before, under the charge of Mailer 
Lane, his deputy, as alfo to difcovcr fome places of the country ; but after fome time 
Ipent therein, not hearing any news of them, and finding the placeii which they inhabited 
defolatc, yet unwilling to lofe the pnfiefiion of the country which Englilhraen had fo 
long held : after good deliberation, he determined to leave fome men behind to retain 
pofi'cflion of the country : whereupon he landed 15 men in the ille of Roanoak, fur- 
iiilhed plentifully with all maimer of provifion for two years, a*nd fo departed for 
England. 

Not long after he fell With the Ifles of the Azores, on fome of which iflands he 
landed, aud fpoiled the towns of all fuch things as were worth carriage, where alfo he 
took divers Spaniards. With this and many other exploits done by him in this voyage, 
as well outward as homeward, he returned into England. 


A hri^ and true Report of the new found Land of Virginia, of the Commodities there found, 
and to be raifed, as well merchantable as othes's : written by Thomas Heriof, Servant to 
Sir Walter Rakgh, a Member of the Colony, and there employed in difeovering a full 
Twelvemonth. 

Ralph Lane one of her Maje/lfs ^quires, and governor of the colony in Virginia, above 
mentioned, for the time there rejtdent, to the gentle reader wifheth all happinefs in the 
Lord. 

Albeit (gentle reader) the credit of the reports in this treatife contained can little be 
furthered by the tellimony of one ^s myfelf, through alfeftion judged partial, though 
without defert : neverthelefs, for fo much as I have been requelled by fome my par- 
ticular friends, who conceive more rightly of me, to deliver Ireely my knowledge of 
the fame ; not only for the fatisfying of them, but alfo for the true information of any 
other whatfoever, that comes not witlf a prejudicate mind to the reading thereof ; thus 
much upon my credit I am to affirm, that things univerfally are fo truly fet down 
in this treatife, by the author thew^of, an aflor in the colony, and a man no lefs for his 
honelly than learning commendable, as that I dare boldly avouch, it may very well pals 
with the credit of truth, even among, ft the moft true relations of this age. Which as for 
mine uwn part I am ready any way to acknowledge, lo alfo (of the certainty thereof 
aflured by iniiu? own experience) with this my public affertion I do affirm the fame. 
Farewell in the Lord. * 

To the adventurers, favourers, and wcll-willcrs of the enter prife for the inhabiting and 

planting in Virginia. 

Since the firft undertaking by Sir Walter Ralegh to deal in the a<Stion of dil- 
covering of that country which is now called and known by fhe name of Virginia, 
many voyages having been thither made at fondry times to his great charge; as lirll, 
in the year 1584, and afterwards in the years 1585, 1586, and now of late this lall 
year 1587 > there have been divers and variable reports, with fome llanderous and 
*ll)amcful fpeechq^ bruited abroad by many that returned from thence : cfpecially of 
tha^|ffcovery which was made by the colony tranfported by Sir Richard Greenvile iit 
1 58|&ein]i^ alhothers the moft principal, and as yet of tnoft elfed, the time of 
' d: . their 
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their abode in the country being a whole year, when as in the other voyages before 
they flay:.!.! but fix weeks, and the others after w<?re only for fupply and tranlportation, 
nothing m are being difcovered than had been before. Which reports have not done a 
little w.‘ung to many that otherwife would have alfo favoured and advcntureii in the 
action, to the honour and benefit of our nation, befidc-s the particular profit and ert'dit which* ’ 
would redound to lllfenifelves the dealers therein, as I hope by the fi quel of events, to 
the firame of ihofe that have avouched the contrary, lhall be manifeli, if yeiu the ad- 
venturers, favourers and well-w'illers do but either increafe in number, or in cpiiiioii 
continue, or having been doubtful, renew your good liking and furtherance tt) deal 
therein according to the worthinefs thereof already found, and as you fliall under-ftand 
hereafter to he requifile. Touching which worthinefs, though caufe of the diverjity of 
relations and reports, many of your opinions could not be fion, nor th.c miu.ds of ibme 
that are well dilpofed be fettled in any certainty. 

I have therefore thought it good, being one that have been in the difeovery, and in 
dealing w'itb , the natural inhabitanjs efpecially employed ; and having therefore feeu 
and known more than the ordinary, to impart fo much unto you of the fruits of our 
labours, as that you may know how injunoufly the enterprife is flandered, and that in 
public manner at this prcTeiit, chiefly for two refpeds. 

Firft, that fome of you which are yet ignorant or doubtful of the ftate thereof, may 
fee that there is fufficient caufe why the chief enterprifer with favour of Her Majefty, 
uotwithftauding fuch reports, hath not only fince continued the aftiojf, by fending into 
the country again, and rejdantiiig this laft year a new colony, but is alfo ready, according 
as the times and means will afford, to follow and profecute the fame. 

Secondly, that you I’ceing and knowing the continuance of the aflrion, by the view 
hereof you may generally know and learn that the country is, and thereupon confidcr 
how your tlealing therein, if it proceed, may return you profit and gain, be it either by 
inhabiting and planting, oi otherwife in furthering thereof. 

And left that the fubftance cd my relation Ihould he doubtful unto you, as of others 
by reafon of their diverfity, 1 will iirft open the caufe in a few words, wherefore they 
are fo different, referring myielf to your fiivourable conllrufb'ons, and to be adjudged 
of; as by good conlideration you fliall find caufe. 

Of our company that returm'd, fune for their mifdemcanor and ill dealing in the 
ycountry, have been there w'orthily puniflied, who by ri'aibn of their bad natures^ have 
malicioufly not only fpoken ill of their governors, but for their fakes flandered the 
country itfelf. I'he like allb have thofc dcinc whieff were of their confort. 

Some being ignorant of the Itate thereof, notwitnftanding fnicc their return, among 
their friends and acquaintance, and allb others, efpeclaliy if they were in company 
where they might not be gaiiifaid, would fectn to know fo much as no men more, and 
make no men lb great travellers as tliemfelves. They ftood fo much, it may feem, 
upon their credit and reputation, that having been a twelvemonth in the country, it 
would have been great difgrace unto them, as they thought, if they could not have 
faid much, whether it were true or I’alfe. Of which foine have fpoken of more than ever 
they faw, or otherv^ife knew to be there. Other fome have not been alhamdB to make 
abfolute denial of that, which although aot by them, yet by others is moft certainly and 
there plentifully known, and other fome make difficulties of thofe things they have no 
Qdll of. ' , 

The eaufe of their ignorance was, in that thby were of that many tba* vere never 
**out of the ifland where we were feated, or not far, or at the' lealfwife in few places 
elfe, during the time of our abode in the country } or of that many, that after gold and 
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filver was not fo foon found, as it by them looked for, had little or no care of any 
other thing but to pamper their bellies : or of that many which had little underllanding, 
lefs difcretion, and more tongue than was needful or requifite. 

Some alfo were of a nice bringing up, only in cities or towns, or fuch as never (as I 
may fay) had feen the world before. Becaufe there were not to be found any 
Englifli cities, nor fucli fair houfes, nor at their own wifli, any of their old accuftomed 
dainty food, nor any foft beds of down or feathers, the country was to them mifefable, 
and their reports thereof according. 

Becaufe my purpofe was but in brief to open the caufe of the variety of fuch fpeeches, 
the particularities of them, and of many envious, inaiicious, and flanderohs reports and 
devifes elfe, by our own countrymen befides, as trifles that are not worthy of wife men 
to be thought upon, I ftiean not to trouble you withall, but will pafs to the com- 
modities, the fubftance offhat which I have to make relation of unto you. 

The treatife whereof, for your more ready view and caficr underftanding, I will divide 
into three Ipecial parts, fn the firft I will make declaration of fuch commodities there 
already found, or to be raifed, which will not only ferve tlie ordinary turns of you 
which are and fliall be the planters and inhabitants ; but fuch an overplus fuflicicntly to 
be yielded, or by men of ikill to be provided, as by way of traffick and exchange with 
our own nation of England will enrich yourfelves the providers ; thofe that fltall deal 
with you, the cn^erprifers in general, and greatly profit our own countrymen, to fupply 
them with moll things which heretofore they have been fain to provide either of 
ftrangers or of our enemies, which commodities, for diftindtion falce, I call mer- 
chantable. 

In the fecond I will fet down all the commodities which we know, the country by 
our experience doth yield of itfclf, for vidlual and fuftenance of man’s life, fuch as are 
ufually fed upon by the inhabitants of the country, as allb by us during the time we 
were there. 

In the lafl; part I will make mention generally of fuch other commodities befides, as 
1 am able to remember, and as I fliall think behoveful lor thofe that fliall inhabit and 
plant there, to know of, which foecially concern building, as alfo fome other neceflary 
ufes j with a brief defeription or the nature and manners of the people of the country. 

The Firji Pari, of Merchantable Commodities, 

Silk of grafs, or gral^-filk. There is a kind of grafs in the country, upon the blades 
whereof there groweth very good nlk in form of a thin glittering Ikin, to be flripped 
olF : it groweth two feet and a half high or better ; the blades are about two feet dn 
length, and half an inch broad. The like groweth in Perfia,* which is in the felf fame 
climate as Virginia^ of which very many of the filk works that come from thence into 
Europe are made. 

Hereof if it be planted and ordered as in Perfia, it cannot in reafon be otherwife, 
but that there will rife in fliort time great profit to the dealers therein, feeing there is 
fo great ufe and vent thereof as well in oiir country as elfewhcre. « And by the means 
of fowjng and planting it in good ground, it, will be far better, greater, arid more 
plentiful than it is. Although notwithftanding there is great ftpre thereof growing in 
many places ^in the country naturally and wild, which alfo by firoof .here in England,, 
ki niakiM. a piece of filk grogram, we "found to be excellent good. , 

ys^pg^filk. Id many of our journies we found filk worms fair and g^eat, as big as 
our Although it hath not been our hap to have found fuch plenty' 
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as^iilAjwhefi* be, Ip the country wre have heard, of, yet feeing that the country doth 
natiir^lly breed apd pbunih them, there is no doubt but if art be added in planting of 
mulberry trees, and others fit for. them in commodious places, for their feeding aixl 
poprhhipg,, and fome of them carefully gathered and hufbanded in that fort, ashy 
men of flail is -known to be neceflary ; there will rife as great profit in time to the 
■yicginianfi, as thereof doth now to the Perfians, Turks, Italians,' and Spaniards. 

Flatx and Hemp. The truth is that of hemp and flax there is no great ftove in any 
one place together, by reafon it is not planted, but as the foil doth yield it of itfelf, and 
howfoever the leaf and fternor ftalk do difi'er from ours, the fuff by judgment of men 
of Ikill is altogether *as good as ours ; and if not as farther proof fhouid find or other- 
wife, we have that experience of the foil, as that there cannot’ be fliewed any reafon to the 
contrary, but that it will grow there excellent well, and by pladtihgwill be yielded plen- 
tifully : feeing there is fo much ground, whereof fome may tlFhpplied to fuch purpofes. 
What benefit hereof may grow in cordage and linnens, who cannot eafily under ifand. 

Alium. There is a vein of earth along the fea coaft, for the fpace of 40 or 50 
nules, whereof by the judgment of fome that have made trial herein England, is made 
good alliim, of that kind which is called roch .alium. The richnefs of fuch a commodity 
is fo well known, that I need not to fay any thing thereof. The fame earth doth allb 
yield white coprals, nltrum^ and alumcn plumenttt, but . nothing fo plentifully as the 
common alium, which be alfo of price, and profitable. , 

Wapeih. A kind of earth fo called by the natuilAPmhabitants, very like tfrra 
JigiUata^ and having been refined, it hath been found by fome of our phyfidans and 
chirurgions to be of the fame kind of virtue, and more efledual. The inhabitants 
ufe it very much for the cure of fores and wounds; there is in divers places great 
plenty, and in fome places of a blue fort. 

Pitch, tar, rozen and turpentine. There are diofe kinds of trees which yield them 
abundantly and great ftore. In the very fame ifland where we were feated, being 15 
miles of length, and five or fix miles in breadth, there are few trees elfe but of the 
fame kind, the whole ifland being full. 

.Saflafras. Called by the inhabitants Winauk, a kind of wood of moil pleafant and 
fweet finell, and of x^oll rare virtues in phyfic for the cure of many difeafes. -It is found 
by experience to be far better and of more ufes than the wood which is called gmactmt 
or lignum vita. For the defeription, the manner of ufing, and the manifold virtues 
thereof, I refer you to the book of Monardcs, tranllated and entitled in Englifo, TIti 
joyful Newt from theWcJl Indies. , • 

Cedar; A very fweet wood, and fine timber, whereof if neff^ of cheils be ihere 
made, or timber thereof fiftpd for fweet and finebedfteds, tables, deiks, lutes, virginals, 
and many things elfe, (of which there hath been proof made already), to make up 
freight with other principal commodities, will yield profit. ♦ 

Wine. There are two kinds of grapes .that the foil doth yield naturally ; the one Is 
fmall and four, of the ordinary bignefs as purs in Eiigland ; the other far «^ter and of 
itfelf lufdous fweet. When they are "and huibanded as they on^nt, ai prindpal 
cottunodity/6f wines by them may be'rdSfod. 

Oil. There are two forts of walnuts, both holding pn ; but the one far more p^en- 
tifhl than the other. ih^e are mills and other, deVices for'fhe'purpofe, a com* 

moditv of them maybejW^, becaufe there arefnfirute ftorp. .'^here 
ieveral kinds of berries ifi‘ the form of oak-acorns,* which alfo bV ^ experiedccjnnd pfe 
of !^e<ihhabitant6, we find to yield very good and fweet dil. ’J'uilhermore, the bears 
ofvthe country are coiiMnofily very fat^ and in fonie' placed there are many; their 
fotnels, becaufe it is fo liquid, may well be termed oil, and hath mafiy fpecial ufes. 
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Furs. All along the fea-coaft thefe are great (lore of otters, which being taken by 
weares and other engines made for the purpofe, will yield good profit. We hope alfo 
of marten furs, and make no doubt by the relation of the people, but that in feme 
places of the country there are ftore, although there were but two (kins that came to 
our hands. Luzernes alfo we have undei'fianding of, although for the time we law none. 

Deer Ikins dreffed after the manner of chamois, or undrefled, are t;o be had of the 
natural inhabitants, thoufands yearly by way of trafiick for trifles, and no more wafte 
or fpoil of deer than is and hath been ordinarily in time before. 

t^ivet-Cats. in our travels there was found one to have been killed by a favage or 
inhabitant, and in another place the fmell where one or more had lately been before, 
whereby we gather, befides than by the relation of the people, that there are fome in 
the countiy ; good profit will rife by them. 

Iron. In two places 8F the country fpecially, one about fourfeore and the other 
fixfcore miles from the fort or place where we dwelt, we found near the water fide the 
ground to be rocky, which by the trial of a minerai-man was found to htdd iron richly. 
It is found in many places of the country elfe : I know nothing to the contrary, but 
that it may be allowed for a good merchantable commodity, confidering there the fmall 
charge for the labour and feeding of men, the infinite ftore of wood, the want of wood 
and dearnefs thereof in England, and the neceflity of ballafting of Ihips. 

Copper. Ap hundred ?^:fifty miles into the main, in two towns we found with the 
inhabitants divers fmall platS of copper, that had been made as we underftood by the 
inhabitants that dwell further into the country, where as they fay are mountains and 
rivers that yield alfo white grains of metal, which is to be deemed filver. For con- 
firmation whereof, at the time of our firft arrival in the country, I faw, with fome 
others with me, two fmall pieces of filver grofsly heated, about the weight of a teftron, 
hanging in the ears of a Wiroans, or chief lord that dwelt about fourl’core miles from 
us : of whom through inquiry, by the number of days anti the way, I learned that it 
had come to his hands from the fame place or near, where I after underftood the cop- 
per was made, and the white grains of metal found. The aforefaid copper we alfo 
found by trial to hold filver. 

Pearl. Sometimes in feeding on mufcles we found fome pear], : but it was our hap 
to meet with ragges, or of a pied colour : not having yet difeovered thofe places 
where we heard of better and more plenty. One of our company, a man of Ikill in 
jfuch matters, had gathered together from among the favage people about five thou- 
fand ; of which number he chofe fo niany as made a lair chain, which for their like- 
nefs and uniformity in roimdnefs, orientnefs, and piednefs of many excellent colours, 
with equally in greatnefs, were very fair and rare : and had therefore been prefented 
to Her IVIajefty, had we not by cafualty, and through extremity of a ftorm loft than, 
with many things elfe in coming aw'ay from the country. 

Sweet gums, of divers kinds. And many other apothecary drugs, of which we vrill 
make fpecitd .mention, when we 'ftiall receive it from Inch men of Ikdl in that kind, that 
in t^ing reafonable pains, lhall difeover them more particularly than we have done, 
apd th^ now I can make relation of, for want of the examples T had provided and 
and are how loft, vrith other things, by cafualty before, pientidned. 

Dies of divers kinds. There is Shoemake, well known i|LEn^ia^ for black ; the 
feed of an^herb called Wafebur, little fmall roots called Chappaqor, and the bark bf fhe 
tree called by l^e inhabitants Tangomockonomihdge ; which dies are of divers forts of 
red : th^ goodneis for our Englilh cloths repiaih yet to be proved. The ihhubitani® 
them only for the Idy^ig of haar, and cofouri^ of their fopes hnd mantles miade of deer 
ikins, and alfo for {he dyeing of ruflies, to make artificial works withall in tli«Jr mats and 
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balkete : having no other thing befides that they Recount of, apt to ufe them for. If 
they will not prove merchantable, there is no doubt but the planters there find 
apt ufes for them, as alfo for other colours which we know to be there. 

Woad. A thing of fo great vent and ufes among the Englilh dyers, which cannot 
be yielded fufficiently in Our own country for fpare of ground, may be planted in Vir-*’ 
ginia, there bang ground enough. The growth thereof need not to be doubted, when 
as in' the iflands of the Azores it groweth plentifully, which are in the fame climate. 
So likewife of madder. 

We carried thither fugar canes to plant, which being not fo well preferved as was 
requifite, andliefides the time of the year being paft for their fetting when we arrived, 
we could notmtdee that proof of them as we defired# Notwithllanding feeing that they 
grow in the fame climate, in the fouth part of Spain and in B&rbary, our hope in reafon 
may yet continue. So likewife for oranges and lemons. ITlere may be planted alfo 
quinces. "Whereby may grow in reafonable time if the aftion be diligently profecuted, 
no fmall commodities in fugars, fuckers, and marmalades. 

Many other commodities by planting may there alfo be raifed, which I leave to your 
difereet and gentle confiderations : and many alfo may be there, which yet we have 
not difeovered. Two more commodities of great value, one of certainty, and the 
other in hope, not to be planted, but there to be raifed, and in Ihort time to be pro- 
vided and prepared, I might have fpecified. So likewife of thofe coipmodities already 
fet down, I might have faid more ; as of the particular places where they are found, 
and belt to be planted and prepared : by what means, and in what reafonable fpace of 
time they might be raifed to profit, and in what proportion ; but becaufe others than 
wellwillers might be therewithal! acquainted, not to the j|ood of the adion, I have 
wittingly omitted them ; knowing that to them that are well difpofed, I have uttered, 
according to my promife and purpofe, for this part fufficient. 

The Second Part ; of fuch commodities as Virginia is known to yield for viBuals and 
fujienance of man's life, ufually fed upon by the natural inhabitants ; as alfo by as, 
during the time of our abode ; and frjl fuch as are fowed and bujbanded, 

Pagatour. A kind of graun fo called by the inhabitants ; the fame in the Weft 
Indies is called Maize. Engliflimcn call it Guinea-wheat, or Turkey-wheat, according 
to the names of the countries from whence the like hath been brought. The grain is 
about the fize of our ordinary Englilh peas, and not much different inform and Ihape; 
Imt of divers colours, fome white, fome red, fome* yellow, and fome blue. All of 
them yield a , very white and fweet flour : being ufed according to his kind, it maketh a 
very good bread. We made of the fame in the country fome malt, whereof was brewed 
as good ale as was to be defired. So likewife by the help of hops, thereof may be made 
as good beer. It is a grain of marvellous great incrcafe : of a thoufand, fifteen hun- 
dred, and fome two thoufand fold. There are three forts, ^ which two are ripe in 
qleven or twelve ^v^eeks at the moft, fometimes in ten, after the time thejr are fet, and 
are then of height in ftalk about fix or feven foot. The other fort iS ripe in fourteen, 
and is aboht ten feet high ; of the ftayes fome bear four hedds, fome three^ fome 
one, and Ibipe two, every head containing 5, 6, or 700 grails, within a few, 
more or lefs. Of thelh gK^s, befide bread, the inhabitants niiii^ visual, either by 
paicHhlg them, Of feething them whole until they be broken, orJ|;)6iiing me^our vritn 

. vvater mtq.,.aipap. .. 1 

; pkindgiwi q^led by us hi^s, becaufe in greatn^s imd,piu!tly ii\lhapd they are like to 
^ beans in Ehgliind, favihg that they are flatter, d!f mord divef c colours, and fome Jned. 
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The leaf alfo of the Item is much different. In tafte they are altogether as good as oup 
£ngli{h peas. 

Wickonzour, called by us peas, in refpeft of the beans for diftinftion fake, becaufe 
, they are much lels although in form they little differ : but in goodnefs of tsdle much 
like, and are far better than our Englifh peafe. Both the beans and peas are ripe in 
ten weeks after they are fet. They make them victual, either by boiling them all to 
pieces into a broth, or boiling them whole until they be foft, and begin to break, 'as is 
ufed in England, either by themfelves or mixtly together : fometime they, mingle of the 
wheat with them ; fometime alfo being whole fodJen, they bruife or pound them in a 
mortar, and thereof make loaves or lumps of doughilh_^bread, which the^ ufe to eat for 
variety. . . 

Macokuer, according 'to their feveral forms, called by us pompions, melons, and 
gouiijds, becaufe they are of the like forms as thofe kinds in England. In Virginia fuch 
of feveral forms are of one tafte, and very good, and do alfo fpring from one feed. 
There are of two forts, one is ripe in the ipace of a month, and the other in two 
months. 

There is an' herb which in Dutch is called Melden. Some of thofe that I deferibe it 
unto, take it to be a kind of Drage : it groweth about four or five foot high ; of the 
feed thereof they make a thick broth, and pottage of a very good tafte : of the ftalk by 
burning it into a(lieS they make a kind of fait earth, wherewith many ufe foraeiimes to 
feafdn their broths : other fait they know not. We ourfelves ufed the leaves alfo for 
pot herbs. 

There is alfo another great herb, in form of a marigold, about fix foot in height, 
the head with the flower is a fpan in breadth. Some take it to be p/anta fohs : of the 
feeds hereof they make both a kind of bread, ^nd broth. 

All the aforefaid commodities for victual are fet or fowed ; fometimes in grounds 
apart and feverally by themfelves, but for the moft part together in one ground mixtly : 
the manner thereof, with the drefling and preparing of the ground, becaufe I will not 
unto you the fertility of the foil, I think good briefly to deferibe. 

The ground they never fatten with much dung, or any othdr thing, neither plough 
nor dig it as wc in England, but only prepare tt in fort as follojvcth. A few days 
before they fow or fet, the men with wooden inftruments made ahnoft in form of mat- 
tocks or hoes with long handles ; the women with Ihort peckers or pafers, becaufe they 
ufe thein fitting, of a foot long, and about five inches in breadth, do only break rite 
uj^per part of the ground to raife up the weeds, grafs, and old ftubs of com italks with 
their roots. The which after a day or two days drying in the* "fun, being feraped up 
into many fmall heaps, to fave them labour for carrying of them, they bum into aihes. 
And wbefeas fiime may think that they ufe aihes for to better the ground,"! fay that 
then they wo bid either difperfe the alhes ^oad, which we obferved tbey do notj, 
except the heaps be too great, or elfe wotira take fpecial care to fet their com where 
the alhes lie, which alfo Ve find they are carelefs of. And this is all. the hulbanding of 
their ground that they bfe. ^ ^ ' 

Thm their fetting or fowing is after thM manner s firftj for their coiwj begimiing ke 
one komerofthe plot, with a pecker make a hole,J*wheReiii>they put ifbur gvms, 
wi1h\arethdt they touch notbnd tqgflgfp&r (about an inch afunder); «tnd cover riiem 
, with the mobld again, and fo thr(^hout the whole plOt, ihak[higi^'fuch holes, and 
ufmg Aeln after wch manner, btrtSwith this regard, that they be made in tanks, 'tnklti 
rafik dicing froth the' other half a fathom ot a yas^, and' me holes alib'kifeveiry'railK 
as much. By th«il Ibeahs there is a yard fquare ground whero 
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accordinf^to dlfcretion here and thercj they let ^ inany beans an4 peafe: in divers 
places alfo among the feeds of macocquer, meldffli and plania folk. , 

'I’he ground being thus fet according to the rate by us experimented, an Englifti acre 
cc«ltaining forty perches in length, and four in breadth, doth there yield in crof or of 
come of corn, beans and petdp, at the lead 200 London bulhels* befides the macocquer., ' 
melden ^nd plania/olis : when as in England 40 bufhels of our wheat yielded out of 
fuch ’an acre is thought to be much. 

I thought alfo good to note this unto you, that you wliich (hall inhabit and plant 
there, may know how fpecially that country corn is there to be preferred before ours : 
bcfides themahifold‘waysin applying ittovidual, the increale is.fo much, that fmall 
labour and pains is needful in refpedi of that which muft be ufed for ours. For this I 
can affure you, that according to the rate we have made proof of, one man may pre- 
pare and hufband fo much ground (having once borne com before) with lefs titan 24 
hours labour, as (hall yield him vidtual in a large proportion for a twelvemonth, if he 
have nothing, elfc but that which the fame ground will yield, and' of tha,t kind only 
which I have before fpoken of: the faid ground being alfo but of 25 yards fquare. 
And if need require, but that there is ground enough, there might be raifed out of one 
and the felf-fame ground two harveft or of-comes : for they fow or fet, and may at any 
time when they think good, from the midft of March until the end of June : fo that 
they alfo fet when they have eaten of their firft crop. In fome places of the country 
notwithilanding they have two harvells, as we have heard, out of one and the .’fame 


ground. 

For Englifh com ncverthelefs, whether to ufe or not to ufe it, you that inhabit may 
do as you lhall have further caufe to think bell. Of the growth you need not to 
doubt : for barley, oats, and peafe, we have fecn proof of, not being purpofely fown, 
but fallen cafually in the worft fort of ground, and yet to be as fair as any we have ever 
feen here in England. But of wheat, becaufe it was mufty, and had taken falt-water, 
we could make no trial, and of rye we had none. Thus much have I digrelTed, and 
1 hope not unneceffarily ; now will I return again to my courfe, and intreat of that 
which yet remaineth, appertaining to this chapter. 

There is an herb.^which is fowecl apart by itfelf, and is called by the inhabitants 
Itppowoc ; in the "Weft Indies it hath divers names, according to the feveral places and 
countries where it groweth and is ufed ; the Spaniards generally call it tabacco. 'I'hfr 
li^ves, thereof being dried, and brought into powder, they ufe to take the fume or fmoke 
f hereof, by. fucking it through pipes made of clay, into their ftoinach and h^y firoin 
t^diebce it purgeth fuperfluous phlegm and other grofs humours, and ppene^h all the 
porSs and paliages of the body : by which means the ufe thereof not only preferveth 
the bodyl from obftruftions, but alfo (if any be, fo that thejr have not been of tpG 
lung; continuance) in Ihort time breaketh them ; whereby their bodies are notaWy pfe- 
ferv^ in health, and know not many grievous difeafes, wherewithal Engphd 

Sn^^Gfrentimes afflifted. 

‘This uppowoc is of fo precious eftimation among them, that they thwgods are 
delightM therewith :* whotiei^n fometime they make hallowed fires, and 
tlie pp?R^dej‘. therein for a faairifice : heipg in a ftojrm, u|pn the waters, to 
{>ai% thar ^ds, fhey caft fame up into the aij^-^d into the witel syfo a weare foir fifh 
b<E^.tiewly fet up^the^' Caft fome therein and into me air : alfo nfter m efcaj^ of 
ddi|i|er,^ ,.tbey call fome ihto j^e air likewife: buf all done vrith\^iangegeft,!t('§, .ila)^ 
hfg, fom^hnfcstdahcii^ elaj^g of hands, hedging up pf a?id , ftaripg into 


the heavens, uicaifog i^rewithai, and ^dtterind ilrahse^^rds and noifes. 
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We ourfelves, during the time we, were there, ufed to fuck it after their tnanner ; 
as alfo fmce our return, and have found many rare and wonderful experiments of the 
virtues thereof: of which the relation would require a volume by itfelf: thfe ufe of it 
by fo many of late, men and women of great railing, as elfe, and fome learned phyfi- 
cians alfo, is fufficient witnel's, 

And thefe are all the oomnioditir-s lor fiifienance of life, that I know and can 
remember, they ufe to hufband ; all elli ihat follow, are found growing naturally 
or wild. 

Or Rooj's. 

Openauk are a kind of roots of round form, forae of the bignefs of walnuts, fome 
far g ater, which are found in inoift aiid mariit grounds, growing many together one 
by another in ropes, as though they worefailened with a ilring. Iking boiled or fod- 
den, they are very good meat. Munardes calleth thefe roots beads, or V'cicrmjlri of 
8anta Helena, * « 

(fkeepenauk are alfo of round lliapc, found in dry grounds : fome are of die bignefs 
of a man’s head. They are lo be oaten as they are tako.i out of the ground ; for by 
reafon of their drynefs they will neither loallnor ^ ‘Cthe. Their allc is not fo good as 
of the former roots : notwithllanding for want ol bread, and fometimes for variety, the 
inhabitants ufe to eat them witli fifli or flelh, and ii my judgment they do as we'' as the 
houfehold bread made of rye here in F.ugl ’h1. 

Kailhucpenauk, a white kind of rxns, thebignef of lien’s eggs, and near of 

that form : their tafte was not fo good lo mr feem!’'g of the other, and ‘Imrefore 
their place and manner of growing not fo much cared for by us. ' ' inhabitants, 
notwithftanding, ufed to boil and eat many. 

Tfmaw, a kind of root much like unto that which in England is calleti tnc '^iiina 
root, brought from the Eaft Indies. And we know not any thing to the contrary but 
that it may be of the fame kind. Thefe roots grow many together in great clufters, 
and do bring forth a brier ftalk. but the leaf in fhape far unlike : which being fup- 
ported by the trees it g oweth nearefl: unto, will reach or climb to the top of the higlieff. 
From thefe roots while they be new or frefh, being chopped info fmall pieces, and 
ftamped, is ftrained with water a juice that maketh b-ead, and alfo being boiled, k 
very good fpoon-meat in manner of a jelly, and is much better in tafte, if it be tem- 
pered with oil. This Tfmaw is not of that fort,^ which by forae was caufed to be 
brought into England for the Clwna-root : for it was difeovered fince, and is in ufe as 
is af.irefaid : but that which was brought hither is not yet known, neither by us nor 
by the inhabitants, to ferye for any ufe or purp^j although the roots in fhape are 
very like. 

(jdfeulhaw forae of our company took to be that kind of l oo* which the Spaniards 
in the Weft Indies call caffavy, whereupon alfo many calf <; liy tf t name; it grow- 
eth in very inuddy pools, and moift grounds. F .ig di > ; according fo the country 
manner, it maketh a good bread, and alfo a g i id Ipr' . .lac;’. , and is ufed very much 
by the inhabitants. The juice of this root is poifon, . nd tb .rr Ard heed muft be taken 
befori any thing be made therewithal, either the roots mull: be firft fliced and dried in 
theTun, or by the fire,, and then beingy^pounded into flour, wid make good bread ; or 
elfe while they are green they are tolie pared, cut in pieces, .md ftamped : loaves of 
' the fame*to be laj^ near or over the fife until it be four ; and then beiitg wclftpounded 
again, bread or fpoon-meat very good in tafte, and wholeforae, may be made 
thereof. 


Habafeon 
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Habafcon is a root of hot taih', almoft of the form and bignefs of a parfnip : of itfelf 
it is no vidual, but only a help, l>ting boiled together with other meats. 

There arc alfo leeks, dilTcring little front ours in England, that grow in many places 
of the. country; of which when we came in places where tliey were, we gathered and 
eat many, but the natural inhabitants never. 


(h' I KtJlT;-. 

Chehjiut.s. There are in dicers places gri'at iioi'e; foinetiiey u!e to eat raw; fonu 
they Ihunp an*d boi, to muh. ipoon-iitiar, and will) fbnie being lodu”'!, they make fuel; 
a manner of dough bread a., ihey uieol their beans before meiitioiied. 

Walnuts. 'rh{!re arc two kinds ol walnuts, and of them inltnite Itore ; in many places, 
where are very great woods for many miles tno-tthcr, the third part of trees are walmii 
trees. 'I'h.. one hintl is of the fame taile and lonn, or little differi’eg from ours of 
England, bat that they arc larger •and thicker Ihelled ; the other is ;.treater, and hath 
a very ragged and hard /hell ; but die i.err.el gi eat, very oily and fweet. Befidcs their 
eating ol tl.ein after ordin... \ manner, iliey break them with Rones, and pound 
them in mortars with ater, io make a milk which they ufe to put into fome Rtrls of 
th .r fpoon-ii'.eai : alfo among the ‘odden wheat, peafe, beans, and pompions, which 
make'll them have a far more pleafant taRe. , 

Media's^ a kind of very goo’ fia focall'-’' by us chiefiy for thefe rcfpecls: firfl 
m ■ It .fiey are no' g ud 'tniii they be rotten, tlicn in (hat day they open at the head 
as uur medlars, am! un'aiH/a'. fl'o lame bigiuTs : otherwiie in tallc and colour they are 
far ''iile" it ; for rlic" are a.s eu as chciries and '.'ory tweet ; but whereas the cherry is 
fliai’p fwoe; ., tliC ) are . .icious fv. ee.. 

Mutaquei' ;i aik, a kind of pleafant belt, almofl of the Rtape and bignefs of Englifli 
pears, but that they are of a peifeft red colour as well within as without. They grow 
on a plant whofe leaves tu-e very thick, and full of prickles as fliarp as needles. Some 
that have been in the Indies, where *^hey have fecn th.at kind of red dye of great price, 
which is called cochinil, to grow, do deferibe its plant right like unto this mutaquefim- 
nauk : but whether it be the true cochinil, or a baftard or wild kind, it cannot yet be 
certified, feeing that alfo, as I heard, cochinil is not of the fruit, but found on the 
leaves of the pbant : which leaves for fuch matter we have not fo fpecially obferved. 

Grafts there are of two forts, which I mentioned in the merchantable commodities. 

Strawberries there are as good and as great thofe wliich we have in our Englilb 
gardens. 

Mulberries, apple-crabs, hurts or hurtleberries, fuch as we have in England. 

Sacquenummener, a kind ofberucs almoR like unto capers, but fomewhat greater, 
which grow together ’ cluRcrs upon a plant or herb that is found in Ihallow waters, 
being boiled eight - n-o* hours, according to their kind, are very good meat and 
wholefome. ot’ *w.je .» ihoybe eaten they will make a man for the time frantick or 
extremely fick. 

There is a kind’t f reed, which beareth a feed almoft like unto our rye or wheat, 
and being boiled is good meat. * ^ 

In our travels in /bme places we found wild peafe, like unto in England, but 

that they were lefs, which are alfo good meat. . 

* 



THE THIRD VOYAGE OP 


6pto 


Of a kind of Fruit or Berry, in form of Acorns. 

There is a kind of berry or acorn, of which there are five forts that grow on feveral 
kinds of trees ; the one is called fagatamener, the fecond ofamener, the third punu»u* 
'choner, Thefe kind of acorns they ufe to dry upon hurdles made of reeds, with fire 
underneath, alnioft after the manner as we dry malt in England, Whep they are to 
be ufed, they firft water them until they be fort, and then being fod, they make a good 
vidual, either to eat fo fimply, or elfe being alfo pounded to niake loaves or lumps of 
bread. Thefe be alfo the three kinds, of which I laid before the inhabitants ufed to 
make fw'eet oil. ' • 

Another fort is called fapummener, which being boiled or parched, doth eat and 
tafte like unto cheftnuts. *They fometiraes alfo make bread of this fort. 

The fifth fort is called mangummenauk, and is the acorn of their kind of oak, the 
w’hich bemg dried after the manner of the firft forts, and afterward watered, they boil 
them, and their fervants or fometimes the chiefs themfelves, either for variety or for 
want of bread, do eat them with their filh or llelh. 


Of Beasts. 

Beer. In fome places diere are great ftore : near unto the fea-coaft, iliey are of the 
ordinary bignefs of ours in England, and fome leE ; but further up into the country, 
where there is better food, they are greater •, they dill’cr from ours only in this, their 
tails are longer, and the fnags of their horns look backward. 

Conies. TTiofe that we have fecn, and all that wc can hear of are of a grey colour 
like unto hares : in fome places there ard fuch plenty that all the people of lome towns 
make them mantles of the fur or flue of the Ikins of thofc which they ufually take. 

Saquenuckat and maquowoc, two kinds of Imall beafts greater than conics, which are 
very good meat. We never took any of them ourfelves, but fometime eat of fuch 
as the inhabitants had taken and brought unto us. 

Squirrels which are of a grey colour we have taken and eaten. 

Bears, which are of black colour. The bears of this country ar« good meat. The 
inhabitants in time of winter do ufe to take and eat many ; fo alfo fometimes did we. 
They are taken commonly in this fort. In fomeiflands or places where they are, being 
hunted for, as foon as they have fpyal of a man, they prefcnily run away, and then 
Deing chafed, they climb and get ftp the next tree they can, from whence with arrows 
they are (hot down ftark dead, or with thofc wounds that they miy after eafily be killed. 
We fometime foot them down with our calivers. 

I have the names of 28 feveral forts of beafts, which I have heard of to be here and 
there difperfed in the country, efpedally^ the main ; of which there are only 1 2 kinds 
that we have yet difeovered, and of tl^He that be good moat, we know only them 
before mentioned. The inhabitants fp'medmes kill the lion, and eat him ; and we fome- 
time as they came to our handsiof tlf 4 woolues or wolfifli dogs, which I have not fet 
down for good meat, left that foj^? would underftand my judgment therein to be more 
Ample than ne^eth, although Mould alledgelhe difference in tafte of thofe kinds 
ftom oms, which by fome ox |p company have been experimented in both. 
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Of Fowl.* 

Turkey-cocks and turkey-hens, ftock-doves, partridges, cranes, herons, and in 
winter gi'eat ftorc of fwans and geefe. Of all forts of fowl I have the names in the. 
country language of four-fcore and fix, of which number, befidcs thofe that be named, 
we have taken, eaten, and have the pifturesas they were there drawn, with the names 
of the inhabitants, of fevcral ftrange fort of water-fowl eight, and feventeen kinds more 
of land-fowl ;■ although w-e haveYeen, and eaten of many more, which for want of 
Icifure there for tht^ purpofe, could not be piftured : and after we are better fumiflied 
and llored u)*on further difeovery with their ftrange beafts, filh, trees, plants and 
herbs, they fliall be alfo pu'blifhed. 

There are alfo parrots, falcons, and murlin hawks, which* although with us they be 
not ufed for meat, yet for other caufes I thought good to mention. 


Of Fish. 

For four months of the year, February, March, April and Pday, there arc plenty 
of fturgeons ; and alfo in the fame months of herrings ; feme of the ordinary bignefs 
of ours in England, but the moft part far greater, of i 8 , 20 inches, and fome two feet 
in length and better ; both thefe kinds of fifli in thofe months are mbft plentiful, and 
in bell feafon, which we found to be moft delicate and pleafant meat. 

There are alfo trouts, porpoifes, rayes, old -wives, mullet, plaice, and very many 
other forts of excellent good filh, which we have taken and eaten, whofe names I 
know not, but in the country language : we have the piftures of 1 2 forts more, as 
they were drawn in the country with their names. 

The inhabitants ufe to take them two manner of ways : the one is by a kind of wear 
made of reeds, which in that country are very ftrong ; the other way which is more 
ftrange, is with poles made fharp at one end, by fliooting them into the filh, after the 
manner as Iriftmien call darts, either as they are rowing in their boats, or elfe as they 
are wading in the ftiallows for the purpofe. 

There are alfo in hrany places plenty of thefe kinds which follow. 

Sea-crabs, fuch as we have in England. 

Oyfters, fome very great, and fome fmall, fome round and fome of a long ftiape : 
they are found both in falt-water and brackifo, and tkofe that we had out of falt-water 
are far better than the other, as in our country. 

Alfo mufcles, fcallops, perriwinkles, and crevlfes. 

Seekanauk, a kind of crufty fliell-filh, which is good meat, about a foot In breadth, 
having a crufty tail, many legs like a crab, and her eyes in her back. They are found 
in (hallows of waters, and fometirae on the fltore. 

There are many tortoifes both of land and fea kind, their backs and bellies are (lielled 
very thick ; their fiead, feet, and tail, which are in appearance, feern ugly, as though 
they were members «f a ferpent, or venomous beafts ; but notwithftanding they are 
very good meat, as alfo their eggs. Soyic have been found of a yard ija breadth and 
better. 

And thus have I made relation of all forts of viftual that we fod upon^for the time 
we werejln Virginia, as alfo the inhabitants thenlfelves ; as far forth as I Lot .v and can 
remember, or that are fpecially worthy to be remembered, 
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The Third and lajl Tart ; of fuch other things as arehehovefulfor thofe which Jhall plant 

and inhabit to know of, with a defcription of the Nature and Manners of the People tf 

the Country, 

Of Commodities for Building and other necessary Uses. 

Thofe other things which I am now to make rehearfal of, are fu<A as concern 
building, and other mechanical neceffary ufes, as divers forts of trees for houfe and 
fliip timber, and other ufes elfe: alfo lime, done, and brick, left that being not 
mentioned, fome might have been doubted of, or by fome that are malicious the con- 
trary reported. 

Oaks there are as fair, ftraight, “tall, and as good timber as any can be, and alfo 
great ftore, and in fome places very great. 

Walnut trees as I have faid before very many, fome have been feen of 'excellent fair 
timber of four and five fathoms, and above four-fcore feet ftraight without bough. 

Fir trees fit for mafts for (hips, fome very tall and great. 

Rakiock, a kind of trees fo called that are fwet wood, of which the inhabitants that 
were near unto us, do commonly make their boats or canoes of the form of troughs, 
only with the help of fire, hatchets of (lone and (hells : we have known fome fo great, 
being made in that fort of one tree, that they have carried well 20 men at once, befides 
much baggage j the timber being great, tall, ftraight, loft, light, and yet tough 
enough I think (befides other ufes) to be fit alfo for mafts of fliips. 

Cedar, afweetwood, good for ciclings, chefts, boxes, bed-fteads, lutes, virginals, 
and many things clfe, as I have alfo faid before. Some of our company which have 
wandered in fome places where I have not been, have made certain alBrmation of 
cyprefs, which for fuch and other excellent ufes, is alfo a w'ood of price and no fmall 
eftimation. 

Maple, and alfo Wich-hazle, whereof the inhabitants ufe to make then’ bows. 

Holly, a necelTary thing for the making of bird-lime. 

Willows, good for the making of weares to take fi(h after the Engli(h manner, 
although the inhabitants ufe only reeds, which becaufe they are fo (irong are not 
flexible, do ferve for that turn very well and fudiciently. 

Beech and alh, good for calk hoops, and if need require, plow work, as alfo for 
many things elfe. 

Elm, faffafras trees. 

Afeopo, a kind of tree very like unto laurel, the bark is hot in taftc, and fpicy ; it is 
very like to that tree which Monardes deferibeth to be cajfta lignca of the Weft Indies. 

There are many other ftrangc treeg whofe names I know not but in the Virginian 
language, of which 1 am not now ab|e, neither is fo convenient for the prefent to 
trouble you with particular relation ; Ifeeing that for timber and other necelTary ufes I 
have named fufficient. And of many of the reft, but that they, may be applied to 
good ufe, I know no caufe to doubt. ^ 

Nowforftone, brick, and lime, thus it is. Near unto the fea-coaft where we dwelt, 
there are no Jtind of ftones to be fotiflid (except a few fmall pebbles about four miles off) 

' but fuch 4IS have been brought fi^p further out of the main. In fome of oui; voyages 
we have feen diverS hard raggy ilcKpes, great pebbles, and a kind of grey ftone like unto 
marble, of which the inhabitants make their hatchets to cleave wood. Upon enquiry 

we 
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tsre heard that a little further up into tho country were of all forts very many, although 
of quarries they are ignorant, neither have they ule of any llore wherciipon they 
flmuld have occafioh to feek any. For if every houfchokl have one or two to crack 
nuts, grind fhells, whet copper, and fometimes other ftones for hatchete, they have 
enough; neither ufe they any digging, but only for graves about three foot deep : and ’ 
therefore no marvel that they know neither quarries, nor lime ftones, whiclt both may 
be im places nearer than they wot of. 

In the mean time until there be difeovery of fufiiclent ftorc or fomc place or other 
convenient, the want of you, which are and Ihall be planters therein, may be as well 
fupplied by brick ; for the making whereof in divers places of the country there is 
clay, both excellent good, and plenty, and alfo by lime made of oyfter Ihells, and of 
others, burnt, after manner as they ule in the illes of Thantt and Shepy, and alfo in 
divers other places of England : which kind of lime is well known to be as good as 
any other : and of oyfter fhells there Is plenty enough ; for befidcs divers other 
particular places where are abundance, there is one fhallow found along the coaft, 
where for the fpace of many miles together in length, and two or'’ three miles in 
breadth, the ground is nothing elfe, being but half a foot or a foot under water for 
moft part. 

Thus much can I fay further more offlones, that about 1 20 miles from our fort, near 
the water in the fide of a hill, was found by a gentleman of our company, a great vein 
of hard ragge ftones, which I thought good to remember unto you. 

Of the Nature and Manners of the People. 

It refteth I fpeak a word or two of the natural inhabitants, their nature and manners; 
leaving large difeourfe thereof until time more convenient hereafter : now only fo far 
forth, as that you may know, how that they in refpedl of troubling our inhabiting and 
planting, are not to be feared, but that they fhall have caufe both to fear and love us, 
that fhall inhabit with them. 

They are a people cloathed with loofe mantles made of deer fkins, and aprons of the 
fame round about their middles ; all clfe naked, of fuch a difference of ftatures only as 
we . in England, having no edge tool or weapons of iron or flccl to offend us withall ; 
neither know they how to make any ; thofe weapons that they have are only bows, 
made of wich-hazel, and arrows of reeds, flat edged truncheons, alfo of wood about 
a yard long, neither have they any thing to defend themfelves but targets made of 
barks, and feme armours made of flicks wickered together with thread. 

Their towns are but fmall, and near the fea coaft but few, fome containing but 10 
or 12 houfes, fome 20 ; the greateft that we have feen hath been but of 30 houfes : 
if they be walled, it is only done with barks of trees made fall to the flakes, or elfe with 
poles only, fixed upright and clofe one by another. 

Their houfes are made of fmall poles, made fafl in the tops in round form, after the 
manner as it is ufed in many arbors in our gardens of England, in mofl towns covered 
with barks and in fome with artificial mats made of long rufhes, from the tops of the 
houfes down to the glound. The length of them is commonly double to the breadth, 
in fome places they are but 1 2 and 16 yards long, and in other fome we have feen of 24. 

In fome places of the country, one only town belongeth to government of a 
Wiroans or chief lord, in fome other two or thr^e ; in fome fix, eight, an^^l more ; the 
greateft Wiroans that yet we had dealing with, had but 1 8 towns in his government, 
and able to make not above 7 or 800 fighting men at the moft. The language of every 
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government is different from any other, and the further they are diftant, the greater 
is the difference. * 

Their .manner of wars amongfl themfelves, is either by fudden furprifmg one another 
moft commonly about the dawning of the day, or moonlight, or elfe by ambulhes, 
•or fome fubtle devifcs. Set battles are very rare, except it fall out where there are 
many trees, where cither part may have fome hope of defence, after the delivery of 
every arrow, iji leaping behind fome or other. 

If there fall out any wars between us and them what there fight is likely to be, we 
having advantages againlt them fo many manner of ways, as by difeipline, or ftrange 
weapons and devifcs elfe, efpecially ordnance great and fmalft it jnay eafily be 
imagined ; by the experience we have had in fome places, the turning up of their heels 
againft us in running awgy, was their bell defence. 

In refpett of us, they are a people poor, and for want of fkill and judgment in the 
knowledge atid ufe of our things, do eftcem our trifles before things of greater value : 
notwithflanding in their proper manner (confidering the want of fuch means as we 
have), they fee’'i very ingenious ; for though they have no fuch tools, nor any fuch 
crafts, fcienccs and arts as we, yet in thofe things they do, they fiiew excellence of wit. 
And by how much they upon due cunfideration fhall find our manner of knowledges 
and crafts to exceed theirs in perfection, and fp^d for doing execution, by fo mucli the 
more is it probable that they fhould delire our friendfhip and love, and have the 
greater refpe£t foi- pleafing and obeying us ; whereby may be hoped, if means of good 
government be ufed, that they may in Ihort time be brought to civility, and the em- 
bracing of true religion. 

Some religion tliey have already, which although it be far from the truth, yet being as 
It is, there is hope it may be the eafier and fooncr reformed. 

They believe that there arc many gods, which they call Mantoac, but of difierent 
forts and degrees, one only chief and great God, which hath been from all eternity. 
Who, as they affirm, when he purpofed to make the world, made firll other gods of a 
principal order, to be as means and inflruments to be ufed in the creation and govern- 
ment to follow, and after the fun, moon and ftars as petty gods, and the inflruments 
of the other order more principal. Firfl (they fay) were mad-.' waters, out of which 
by the gods was made all diveiTity of creatures that arc vifible or Mvifib' \ 

For mankind they fay a woman was firfl made, vdiich by the w ork.’r.g of one of the 
gods, conceived and brouglv. foriii children : and in fuch fort they fay they had their 
beginning. But how many years or ages have {/afied fiace, they fay they can make 
no relation, having no letten; nor (/iher I'uch means as we to keep records of the par- 
ticulars of times pad, but only tradition from father to fun. 

They think that all the gods are of human fhape, and therefore they reprefent them 
by images in the form of men, which they call Kewafowok, one alone is called Kewas, 
them they place in houfes appropritite, or temples, which they call Machicomuck, where 
they worfhip, pray, fing, and make many times offering unto them. In fome Machi- 
comuck we have feen but one Kewas, in fome two, and in fome other three. The 
common fort think them to be alfo gods. 

^'hey believe alfo the immortality of the fouj, that after this life, as foon as the foul is 
departed fyom the body, according to the works it hath done, it is either carried to 
heaven the j^abitacle of gods, there to, enjoy perpetual life and happinefs, or elfe to a 
'^great pitpr hole, which they think to' be in the fartheft parts of their part of the world 
towards the fun-Idl, there to burn continually : the place they call Popoguffo 

For 
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For the confirmation of this opinion, they told me two ftories of two men that had 
been lately dead apd revived again : the one happened but a few years ^before our 
coming into the country, of a wicked man which having been dead and buried, the 
next day the earth of the grave been feen to move, was taken up again, who made 
declaration where his foul had been, that is to fay, very near entering into PopogufTo* 
had not one of the Gods faved him, and gave him leave to return ageu'n, and teach* his 
friends m hat they fliould do to avoid that tci ■ ible place of torment. 

The other happened in the lame year we were there, but In a town that was 60 miles 
from us, and it was told me for llrange news, that one being dead, burled, and taken 
up again as the firft, Ihewed that although his body had lain dead in the grave, yet 
his foul was alive, and had travelled far in a long broad way, on both fides whereof 
grew molt delicate and pleafant trees, bearing more rare and excellent fruits, than ever 
he had fecn before, or was able to exprefs, and at length came to molt brave and fair 
houfes, near which he met his father that had been dead before, who gave him great 
charge to g« {sack again, and fliew his friends what good they were to do to enjoy the 
plcaf uros of that place, which when he had done he Ihould after come again. * 

I What fubtlety foever be in the Wiroans and priefls, this opinion worketh fo much in 
many of the common and funple fort of people, that it maketh them have great refped 
to their governors, and alfo great care yrhat they do, to avoid torment after death, and 
to enjoy blifs, altliough notwithflanding there is pnnifhment ordained for inalefedors, 
as Healers, whoremongers, and other forts of wdekod doers, fome purnfoed with death, 
fome with forfeitures, fomc wdth beating, according to the grcatnels of the fads. 

And this is the fum of their religion, which 1 learned by having fpccial familiarity with 
fomc of their pricils ; wherein they were'nol lb fore grounded, nor gave foci) credit to 
their traditions and llories, but through converfmg with us they were brought into great 
doubt of their own, and no fnuill admiration of ours, with earneft defire in many to learn 
more than wo had means for want of perfed utterance in their language, to exprefs. 

Moll things they faw with us, ns mathematical inilruments, lea conipalfes, the virtues 
of the load Hone in drawing iron, a pclpedive glafs whereby was Ihewed many ftrangc 
lighfs, burning glafles, wild fire wtirks, guns, bonks, wa-itiiig and reading, fpring 
clocks, that fcemeil to go td tliemfelves, and many other things that we had, were fo 
flrange unto them, and fo far exceeded their capacities i j comprehend the reafon and 
means both ho w they Ihould be made and done, that f.iey thought they were rather the 
works of gods than of men, or at the lealKvife, they had been given and taught us of 
the gods ; which made many of them to have foch opinion of us, that if they knew not 
the truth of God and religion already, it Wivs rather to he had from us, whom God fo 
fpecially loved, than from a people that were fo finiple, as they found themfelves to be 
in comparifon of us : whereupon g;rearcr credit was given unto that we fpake of, 
concerning foch matters. 

Many times and in every town where 1 came, according as I was able, I made’decln- 
ration of the contents of the Bible, that tluroin was let forth the true and only God, 
and his mighty works, that therein was contained the true doftrine of falvation 
through Chrift, with' many particularities of miracles and chief points of religion, as I 
was able then to utter and thought fit for the time. And although I told them the 
book materially and of itfelf was not of any foch virtue, as I thought they did conceive, 
but only thedoftrine therein contained, yet would many be glad to Touch it* to embrace 
it, to kifs'it, to hold it to their breads and heads, ahd ftroke over all their bod/ nith it, to 
fliew their hungry defire of that knowledge which was fpoken of. * 
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The Wiroans wkh whom we dealt called Wingina, and many of his people wonld 
be glad many times to be with us at our prayers, and many times call upon us both in 
his own town, and alfo in others whither he fometimes accompanied us, to pray ami 
frog pfalms, hoping thereby to be partaker of the fame elTefts which we by that means 
'alfo expefted. 

Twice this Wiroan was fo grievoufly lick that he was like to die, and as he lay 
languilhing, doubting of any help by his own priefts, and thinking he was in fuch 
danger for offending us and thereby our God, fent for fome of us to pray and be a 
means to our God that it would pleafe him either that he might live, or after 
death dwell with him in blifs ; fo likewife were the requefts of lnany*-otbers in the 
like cafe. 

On a time alfo when their corn began to^wither by reafon of a drought w hich hap- 
pened extraordinarily, fearing that it had come topafs by reafon that in fome tiling they 
had difplcafed us, many would come to us and defire us to pray to our God of England, 
that he would prel'erve their corn, promifing that when it was ripe we alfo fliould be 
partakers of the fruit. 

'I’here could at no time happen any ftrange ficknefs, Ioffes, hurts, or any other crof's 
unto them, but that they would impute to us the caufe or means thereof, for offending 
or not pleafing us. One other rare and ftrange accident, leaving others, will I mention 
before 1 end, which moved the whole country that eith^^^^^icnew or heard of us, to have 
us in wonderful Admiration. 

There was no town where we had any fubtlc devif fed againft us, we leaving 
it unpuniflied or not revenged (becaufe we Ibugrht aU cleans poflible to win them by 
gentlenefs) but than within a few days after 6m*' departure from every fuch town, the 
people began to die very faft, and many in fhoirt fpace, in fome' towns about 20, in 
fome 40, and in fome fix fcore, which in truth was very many in refpeft of their num- 
bers. This happened in no place tliat we couldi learn, but where we had been; w'here 
they ufed fome practice againft us, and after fu^h time. 

The difeafe was alfo fo ftrange, that they neither knew what it was, nrr how to 
cure it, the like by report of the oldeft men in ‘the counvy never happenec before time 
out of mind. A thing fpecially obferved by us, as alfo by r.he wataral inhabitants 
themfelves : infomuch that when fome of the inhabitants who were our friends, ard 
ei^ecially the Wiroans, Wingina, had obferved fuch eft'efts in four or five towns to 
follow their wicked praftices, they were perfuaded that it was the work of our God 
through our means, and that we by him might kill and flay whom we would without 
weapons, and not come near them. And thereupon when it had happened that they 
had underfl:anding that any of their enemies had abufed us in our journies ; hearing 
that we had wrought no revenge with our weapons, and fearing upon fome caufe the 
matter ftiould fo reft j did come and entreat us that we would be a means to our 
God, that they, as others that had dealt ill with us, might in like fort die, alledging 
how much it would be for our credit and profit, as alfo theirs, and hpping furthermore 
that we would do fo much at their requefts in refpeft of the friendftiip we profefled 
them. 

^Imfe entreaties although we (hewed that they were ungodly, affirming / 

God would not fubjeft himfelf to any fuch prayers and requefts of men j \d 

all things haye been, and were to be done according to his good pleafure ^ 
ordained t and that we to (hew ourfelvfes his true fervants ought rather to ma!^*5<JHfion 
to the contrary, that Aey with them might livetogether with us, be made partakers of 
ills truth, and lerve.him in righteouihels, but notwithftanding in fuch fort, that we 
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refer that, as all other things, to be done according to his divine will and pleafure, and 
as by his wifdom he had ordained to be beft. 

~ Yet becaufe the eiFedfe fell out fo fuddenly and Ihortly after according to their defires, 
they thought neverthelefs it came to pafs by our means, and that we in ufing fuch 
fpeeches unio them, did but diflfemble the matter, and therefore came unto us to give* ' 
us thanks in their manner, that although we fatisfied them not in proniife, yet in deeds 
and efl'eft we had fulfilled their defires. 

This miraculous accident, in all the country wrought fo ftrange opinions of us, that 
fome people could not tell whether to think us gods or men, and the rather becaufe 
that all the fpase of their ficknefs, there was no man of ours was known to die, or that 
was fpecially fick : they noted alfo that wc had no women amongft us, neither that we 
did care for any of theirs. • 

Some therefore were of opinion, that we were not born of women, and therefore 
not mortal, hut that we were men of an old generation many years paft, then rifen again 
to immortality. 

Some would likewife feem to jirophecy, that there were more of our generation yet 
to come to kill theirs and take their places, as fomc thought the purpofe was, by that 
wliich was already done. Tliofe that were immediately to come after us they imagined 
to be in the air, yet invifible and without bodies, and that they by our etiu-eaty and for 
the love of us, did make the people to die in that fort as they did, by fliooting invifible 
bullets into them. 

do confirm this opinion, their ])hyficians (to excufe tlieir ignorance in curing the 
difeafe) would not be allumed to fay, but earncltly make the people believe, that the 
llrings of blood that they fucked out of the fick bodies, were the firings wherewithal! 
the invifible balls v ore tied and call. Some alfo thought that we Ihot them ouifelves out 
of our pieces, I'roni tile place where wc dwelt, and killed the people in any town that 
had ofi'ended us, as we lifted, how far difiant from us foever it were. And other fome 
laid that it was the fpecial work of God for our fakes, as we ourfelves have caufe in 
Ibme fort to think no lefs, whatfoever fome do or may imagine to the contrary, fpecially 
forne allrologers, knowing of the eclipfe of the fun, which we law the fame year before 
in our voyagt; thitherward, which unto them appeared very terrible. And alfo of a 
comet which began To appeal' but a few days before the beginning t)f the faid ficknefs. 
But to exclude them from being the fpecial caufes of fo I’pccial an accident, there are 
further reafons than 1 tliink fit at this prefent to be alledged. Thefe their opinions I 
have fet down the more at large, that it may appear «nto you that there is good hope 
they may be brought through difereet dealing and government to them embracing of 
the truth, and confcquc-ntly to honour, obey, fear and love us. 

And although fome of our company towards the end of the year, Ihewed themfelves 
too fierce in flaying fome of the people in fome towns, upon caufes that on our pan 
might eafily enough have been borne withall ; yet notwithftanding, becaufe on their 
parts it was jullly dpforved, the alteration of their opinions generally and for the molt 
part concerning us is tlie lefs to be doubted. And whatfoever clfe they may be, by 
carefulnefs of ourfelves need nothing at all to be feared. 

The beft neverthelefs in this, as in all adions befides, is to be endeavoured and 
hope(|, and of the worft they may happen notice to be taken with confideration, and 
as mufch as may be efehewed. ♦ 

Now I.have (as I hope) made relation not of To few and fraall things, iui’that the 
country (of men that are indifferent and well difpofed) may be furaci^ntly liked : if 
there were no more known than I have mentioned, which doubtlcfs and ih great reafbn 
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is nothing to that which remaineth to^ be difcovered, neither the foil nor commoditi^. 
As we have reafon fo to gather by the difference we found in our travels, for although 
all which I have fpoken of, have been difcovered and experimented not far from the fea 
coaft, where was our abode, and moft of our travelling ; yet fometiines as we made our 
journies farther into the main and country, we found the foil to be fatter, the trees to h|p 
greater and to grow thinner, the ground inoi e firm and deeper mould, more and larger 
champions, finer grafs, and as good as ever we law any in Kngland : in Ibme places 
rocky, and far more high and hilly ground, more plenty of their fruits, more abund- 
ance of beads, the more inhabited with pcojile, and of greater policy and larger 
dominions, with greater towns and houfes. ' * 

Why may we not tlien look up for in good liope from the inner parts of more and 
greater plenty, as well of'other things, as o! thole which we have already difcovered : 
unto the Spaniards happened the like in dil'covering tlie main of the Wedt Indies. 'I'he 
main alfo of this country of Virginia, extending foine ways i’o many hundreds of leagues, 
as otherwife than by the relation of the inhabitants we have moft certain knowledge of, 
where yet no Chriftian prince hath any polfeflion or dealin^^ cannot but' yield many 
kinds of excellent commodities, which we in our difeovery have not yet feen. 

What hope there is elfe to be gathered of the nature of ilie climate ; being anfwer- 
ableto the Wand of Japan, the land of China, Perfia, Jury, the iflands of Cyprus and 
Candy, the Ibuth parts of Greece, Italy, and Spain, and of many other notable and 
famous countries, becaufe I mean not to be tedious, I leave to your own confideration. 

Whereby alfo the excellent temperature of the air there at all fealbns, much 
warmer than in England, and never fo vehemently hot, as fornetimes is under and 
between the tropics, or near them, cannot be known unto you witliout further relation. 

For the wholefomenefs thereof I need to fay but thus much : that for all the want of 
provifion, as firft of Englifli viftual, excepting for 20 clays, we lived only by drinking 
water, and of the victual of the country, of which fome forts were very ffrange unto us, 
and might have been thought to have altered our temperatures in fuch fort, as to have 
brought us into fome grievous and dangerous difeafes ; fecondly, the want of Englifli 
means for the taking of beaffs, fifh, and fowl, which by the help only of the inha- 
bitants and their means, coulcJ not be fo fuddenly and eafily provided for us, nor in 
great number and quantities, nor of that choice as otherwile might have been 
to our better fatisfadion and contentment. Some want alfo we had of cloathes. 
Furtheremore in all our travels, which were molt fpecially and often in the time 
of winter, our lodging was in the open air upon the ground. And yet, I fay for 
all this there were but four of our whole company (being io8) that died all the year, 
and that but at the latter end thereof, and upon none of the aforefaid caufes. For all 
four, efpecially three, were feeble, weak and fickly perfons before ever they came 
thither, and thofc that knew them, much marvelled that they lived fo long, being in 
that cafe, or had adventured to travel. 

.Seeing therefore the air there is fo temperate and wholefome, the, foil fo fertile, and 
yielding fuch commodities, as I have before mentioned, the voyage alfo thither to and 
fro being fufficiently experimented to be performed twice a year with eafe, and at any 
feafon* thereof, and the dealing of Sir Walter.Ralegh fo liberal, in large giving and 
granting land there, as is already known, with many helps and furtherances elfe ; (the 
leaft that he«hath granted hath been 500 acres to a man only for the adventure of his 
perfon) T hope th|re remains no caufe'whereby the action Ihould be mifliked. • 

If that thofe jvhich lhall thither travel to inhabit and plant, be but reafonably pro- 
vided for the ihrft year, as thofe are which were tranfported the laft, and being there, do 
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tife but that diligence and care that Is requlfite, jnd as they may with eafe, there is no 
doubt but for the time following, they may have viftuals that are excellent good and 
plenty enough, fome more Englifh forts of cattle alfo hereafter, as fome have been 
before, and are there yet remaining may, and fliall be (God willing) thither tranfported. 

likewife our kinds of fruits, roots, and herbs, may be there planted and fowed, as ’ 
fome have been already, and prove well ; and in fliort time aifo they may raife fo much 
of thofe forts of commodities which I have fpoken of, as fliall both enrich themfelves, 
as alfo others. that fliall deal wdth them. 

And this is all the fruit of our labours, that I have thought ncceflary to advertife you 
of at this prefent ; what eli'e concerneth the nature and manners ol the inhabitants of 
Virginia, the number, with the particularities of the voyages thither, already made, and 
of the adions of fuch as have been by Sir Walter Ralegh, therein and there employed, 
many worthy to be remembered, as of the firft difeoverers of the country ; of our 
general for the time. Sir Richard Greenvill, and after his departure of our governor 
there, Mafbev Ralph Lane, with divers others direcled and employed under tlieir 
government : of the captains and mafters of the voyages made lince for tranfporta- 
tion, of the governor and affiftants of thofe already tranfported, as of many perfons, 
accidents and things elfe, I have ready in a difeourfe by itfelf in manner of a chronicle, 
according to the courfe of times, wdiich when time lhall be thought convenient, fliall be 
alfo publiflicd. , 

Thus referring my relation to your favourable conftrucllons, expeding good fuccefs 
of the adion, from him which is to be acknowledged the author and governor, not 
only of this, but of all things clfe, 1 take my leave of you, this month of 
February 1587. 


The Fourth Voyage made to Virginia with Three Ships, in the Tear 1 5S7, wherein was 

tranfported the fecond Colony, 

In the year of our Lord 1587, Sir Walter Ralegh intending to perfevere in the plant- 
ing of his country of Virginia, prejiared a new colony of 150 men to be fent thither, 
under the charge oftlohn White, whom he appointed governor, and alfo appointed unto 
him twelve affiftants, unto whom he gave a charter, and incorporated them by the name 
of governor and affiftants of the city of Ralegh in Virginia. 

Avril. 

Our fleet being in number three fail, viz. the Admiral, a fhip of 120 tons, a fly- 
boat, and a pinnace, departed the 26th ofApril fromPortfmouth, and the fame day came 
to an anchor at the Cowes in the Ille of Wight, where wc flayed eight days. 

M.vv. 

The 5th of May, at nine of the clock at night, we came to Plymouth, where we re- 
mained the fpace of two days. 

The 8th we weighed anchor at Plymouth, and departed thence for Virginia. 

The 16th Simon Ferdinando, mailer tif our Admiral, lewdly forfookour fly-boat, 
leaving her diftrclTed in the bay of Portugal. 


June. ^ 

The 19th we fell with Dominica, and the fame evening we failed between it and 
Gna^daloupe. The aift the fly-boat alfo fell in with Dominica. ’ 
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The 2 2d we came to an anchor ;it an iflaud, called Santa Cruz, where all the 
planters were fet on land, ftaying there till the 25th of the fame month. At our firfl: 
landing on this ifland, fome of our women and men, by eating a fmall fruit like green 
. apples, were fearfully troubled with a hidden burning in their mouths, and fwelling of 
their tongues fo big, that fome of them could not fpeak. Alfo a child by fucking one 
thofe women’s breads, had at that inflant his mouth fet on fuch a burning, that it was 
ftrange to fee how the infant was tormented for the time : but after twenty-four hours 
it wore away of itfclf. 

Alfo the firft night of our being on this ifland, we took five great tortoifes, fome of 
them of fuch bignels, that fixteen of our ftrongeft men wore tiretf with carrying but 
one of them, from the fea-lide to our cabins. In this ifland we found no watering- 
place, but a Handing pond* the water whereof was fo evil, that many of our company 
fell fick with drinking thereof 5 and as many as did but wafli their faces with the 
water, in the morning before the fun had drawn away the cftrruption, their faces did 
fo burn and fwell, that their eyes were Ihut up, and could not fee in five* or fix days 
or longer. 

The lecond day of our abode there, we fent forth fome of our men to fearch the 
iflaud for fivfli water, three one way and tvH) another way. The governor alfo 
wuth fix others, went up to the top of a high hill to view the ifland, but could per- 
ceive no ftgri of ajiy men or beafts, nor any goodnefs, but parrots, and trees of ^u'uicwn. 
Returning back to our cabins anotlier way, wc found in the defeent of a Itill,'^ certain 
potfherds of favage making, made of the earth of that ifland ; whereupon it wasjudged, 
that this ifland was inliabited with favagos, though Ferdinando had told us for certain 
the contrary. The fame day at night, the reft of our company very late returned to 
the governor. The one company allirmed, that they had feen in a valley eleven lavages, 
and divers houfes half a mile diftant from the ftcep, or top of the hill where tliey itayed. 
The other company had found, running out of a high rock, a very lair fpring of water, 
whereof they broiiglit three bottles to the company : for before that time, we drank 
the ftinking water of the pond. 

The fame fecond day at night. Captain Stafl'ord w'itli the pinnaca' dejiartetl from our 
fleet, riding at Santa (.Tuz, to an ifland, called Beake, being nearest. Jolin’s, being fo 
directed by Ferdinando, w'ho allured him he Ihould there ftnd great plenty of Iheep. 
The next day at night, our planters left Santa Cruz, and came all aboard, and the 
next morning afier, being the cjih June, we weighed anchor, and departed from 
Santa Cruz. 

Tite 27th wc came to anchor at Cottea, wlicre W’c found the pinnace riding at 
our coming. 

I’he 28th we w'cighcd anchor at Cedtea, and prefently came to anchor at St. John’.s 
in Mulkilos Bay, where we fpent three days unprofitably in taking in frefh water, 
Ipcndiiig in the mean time more here than the quantity of the water came unto. 

.lui.v. 

The firli day wc weighed anclior at Mulkltos Bay, where we left behind two Iriftt- 
men, of our company. Darby Glavcn, and Donnis Carroll, being along the coaft of St. 
John’s till eveuMi:';, at whiclt time we fell with Rofle Bay. At this place Ferdinando 
had promifefi we IhnuUI take in liilt, and had caufed us before, to make and provide 
as many Jacks for,ti!;U ’.nirpofe, as we could. The governor alfo, for that he underflood 
there was a town iti the botU)m of the bay, not far from the fait hills, appointed thirty 
fliot, ten pikes, ,>-j\vl ten targois to man the pinnace, and to go a-land for fait. Ferdi- 
uando ptrceiyi”g tflein in a readindi. lent to the governor, ultng great pcrfualions with 
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him not to take in fait there, faying that he knew not well whether the fame were the 
place or not ; alfo that if the pinnace went lnto»the bay, flic could not without great 
danger come back, till the next day at night, and that if in the mean timj any ftorm 
ftiould arifc, the Admiral were in danger to be call away. Whilft he was thus perfuad- 
ing, he caufed. the lead to be call, and liaving carefully brought the fliip in three fathom. . 
and a half water, he fuddcnly began to fwear, and tear God in pieces, diiVcmbling great 
danger, crying to him at the helm, bear up hai d, bear up hard ; fb we went oft', and were 
difappointcd of our fait by his means. 

The next day failing along tlie weft end of St. John, the governor determined to go 
a-land in St. G,^rmaii’s Bay, to gather young plants of oranges, pines, maincas, and plan- 
tanos, to fet at Virginia, which we knew might eafily be had, for that they grow near 
the fliore, and the places where they grew well knomi to tjie governor, and fome of 
the planters ; but our Simon denied it, faying, he would come to an anchor at Hifpa- 
niola,and there land the governor, and fome of the afliftants, with the pinnace, to fee if he 
could fpeakwithlus frieml Alanftm, of whom he iioped to be furnimed both of cattle, 
and all Inch t'hings as we could have taken at St. John ; but he meant nothing lefs, as it 
plainly did appear to us afterw'ards. 

The next day being the 3d of iukjjjfcw'c faw Ilifpaniola, and bare with the coaft all 
that day, looking ftill when the piiflce fliould be prepared to go for the place where 
b'erdinando’s friend Alanliju was ; but that day palled, and we law no preparation for 
landing in Hifpaniola. • 

The 4rh July failing along the coaft of Hifpaniola, until the next day at noon, and 
no preparation yet feen for the (laying there, we having knowdedge that \vc were pafl 
the place where Alanfon dwelt, and were come wdth Ifabclla ; hereupon Ferdinando was 
alked by the governor, whether he meant to fpeak with Alanfon, for taking in of cattle, 
and other things, according to his promife, or not ; but he anfwercd that he w'as now 
pall the place, and that Sir Walter Ralegh told him, the French ambaflTador certified 
him, that the King of Spain had fent off Alanfon into Spain : w herefore he thought him 
dead, and that it was to no purpofe to touch there in any place at this voyage. 

The next day we loft figiit of Hifpaniola, and hauled oft' for Virginia, about four of 
the clock in the afternoon. 

The 6th of July (ve came to the ifland Caycos, wherein Ferdinando faid, were two 
fait ponds, alluring us if they were dry, we might get fait to flnft wfith, until the next 
fupply, but it proveii as true as finding of flieep at Beake. In this ifland, whilft Fer- 
dinando folaced himfelf afltore, with one of the company in part of the ifland, others 
fpent the latter part of that day in other parts of the ifland ; fome to feek the fait pondvS, 
Ibme fowling, fome hunting fwans, whereof we caught many. The next day early in 
the morning we weighed anchor, leaving Caycos, with good hope, that the firft land 
that we faw next ftiould be Virginia. 

About the i6th of July we fell with the main of Virginia, which Simon Ferdinando 
took to be the ifland Croatoan, where we came to anchor, and rode there two or three 
days, but finding himfelf deceived, he weighed and bare along the coaft, where in the 
night, had not Captain Stafl'ord been more careful in looking out than our Simon Fer- 
dinando, we had been all call aw’ay upgn the beach, called the Cape of Fear, /or we 
were come within two cables length upon it ; fuch was the careleffnefs and ignorance 
of our mailer. 

The 22d of July we arrived fafe at Hatorafk, 'where our fhip and pinr ace, anchored. 
The governor went aboard the pinnace, accompanied with forty of his bell; men,, ip- 
tending to pafs up to Roanoak forthwith, hoping there to find thqfe fifteen Englifhmen, 
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which Sir Richard Greenville had left there the year before, with whom he meant to 
have conference concerning the ftate of the country and favages, meaning after he had 
fo done, to return again to the fleet, and pafs along the coaft, to the bay of Chefpiok, 
where we intended to make our feat and fort, according to the charge given us among 
other directions in writing, under the hand of Sir Walter Ralegh : but as foon as we 
were put with our pinnace from the fliip, a gentleman by the means of Ferdinando, who 
was appointed to return lor England, called to the failors in the pinnace, charging them 
not to bring any of tlie planters back again, but to leave them in the illand, except the 
governor, and two or three fuch as he approved, faying that the fummer was far fpent, 
wherefore he would land all the planters in no other place. Unto this were all the 
failors both in the pinnace and the fliip, perfuaded by the mailer, wherefore it booted 
not the governor to conteud with them, but palled to Roanoak, and the fame night at 
fun-fet went a-land on the illand, in the place where our fifteen men were left, but we 
found none of them nor any fign that they had been there : laving only we found the 
bones of one of thofe fifteen, which the favages hadjlain long before. 

The 23d of July the governor, with divers of his company walked to the north end 
of the illand, where Mailer Ralph Lane had his fort, with fundry necelfary and decent 
dwelling houfes, made by his men about it thE|||[|||^r before, where we hoped to find 
fome figns, or certain knowledge of our fifteen When we came thither we found 

the fort razed down, but all the houfes Handing unhurt, faving that the nether rooms 
of them, and of the fort, were overgrown with melons of divers forts, and deer within 
them feeding on thofe melons, fo we returned with our company, u'ithout hope of ever 
feeing any of the fifteen men living. 

The fame day, order was given that every man fliould be employed for the repairing 
of thofe houfes, which were found Handing, and alfo to make other new cottages, for 
fuch as fliould need. 

The 25th our lly-boat and thercH of our planters arrived all fafe at Hatoralk, to the? 
great joy and comfort of the whole company. But the mailer of our Admiral, Ferdi- 
nando, grieved greatly at their fafe coming, for he purpofely left them in the Bay of 
Portugal, and Hole away from them in the night, hoping that the mailer thereof, whofc 
name w'as Edward Spicer, for that he had never been in Virginia, would hardly find the 
place, or elfe from being left in fo dangerous a place as that was, Tiy means of fo many 
men of war, as at that time were abroad, they Ihould furely be taken or Haiti ; bur 
God difappointed his wicked pretences. 

The 28th, George Howe, one of our twelve afllHants, was flain by divers of the fa- 
vages, which were come over to Roanoak, either of purpofe to efpy our company, and 
what number we were, or elfe to hunt deer, whereof many were in the illand. The 
favages being fecrctly hidden among high trees, where often-times they find the deer 
afleep, and fo kill them, efpied our man, wading in the water alone, almoH naked, with- 
out any weapon, fave only a fraall forked Hick, catching crabs therewithal, and alfo be- 
ing Hrayed two miles from his company, and fhot at him in the watei;, where they gave 
him fixtecn w'ounds with their arrows, and after they had flain him with their wooden 
fwords, the beat his head in pieces, and fled oVer the water to the main. 

On thfe 30th July, Mailer Stafford and twenty of our men paffed by water to the 
ifland of Croatoan with Manteo, who had his mother, and many of his kindred dwelling 
in that ifland, of whom we hoped to underftand fome news of our fifteen men, but 
fffpecialj^ to learn the difpolition of the' people of the country towards us, and to renew 
ouF- oldwiendihip ^th them. At our firH landing they feeined as though they would 
fi^ tirith' bi^t perceiving us begin to march with our Ihot towards them, they 
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turned their backs and fled. Then Mantco their countryman called to them in their 
own language, whom, as foon as they heard, they returned, and threw away their bows 
and arrows, and fome of them came unto us, embracing and entertaining us friendly, 
defiring us not to gather, or fpill any of their corn, for that they had but little. We 
anfwered them that neither their corn nor any other thing of theirs, fhoulti be dimi-’ 
nilhed by any of us, and that our coming was only to renew the old love, that was be- 
tween us and them at the firll, and to live with them as brethren and friends ; which 
anfwer feemed. to pleafe them well, wherefore they requefted us to walk up to their town, 
who there feafted us after their manner, and delired us certainly, that there might be 
fome token or*badgh given them of us, whereby we might know them to be our friends 
when we met them any where out of the town or ifland. They told us further, that for 
want of fome fucli badge, divers of them W'ere hurt the ^’car before, being found 
out of the illand by Malter Lane’s company, whereof they fhewed us one, which at 
that very inltant lay lame, and had lain of that hurt ever fince ; but they laid they 
knew our men miitook them, and hurt them inllead ®f Wingino’s men, wherefore 
they held us excufed. 

August. 

The next day we had confcrencijfcirther with them, concerning the people of 
Secotan, Aquafeogoe, and Poniciok, willing them of Croatoan to certify the people of 
thofe towns, that if they would accept our fricndlhip we would willingly receive them 
again, and that all unfriendly dealings pall on both parts, Ihoiild be utterly forgiven 
and forgotten. To this the chief men of Croatoan anfwered, that they would gladly 
do the bell they could, and within feven days bring the Wiroances and chief governors 
of thofe towns with them, to our governor at Roanoak, or their anfwer. We alfo un- 
derllood of the men at Croatoan that our man Maftcr How’e was flain by the remnant 
of Wingino’s men, dwelling then at Dal'amonguepeuk, with v horn Wanchefe kept 
company ; and alfo we underftood by them of Croatoan, how that the fifteen Knglilh- 
men left at Roanoak the year before, by Sir Richard Greenville, wc;ro fuddenly fet 
upon by thirty of the men of Sccota, Aquafeogoe, and Dafamonguepeuk, in manner 
following : 

They conveyed tbjemfelves fecrctly behind the trees, near the houfes where our 
men carelefsly lived, and having perceived that of thofe fifteen they could foe but 
eleven bnly, and two of thofe lavages appeared to the eleven F.ngliflimen, calling 
to them by friendly figns that but two of their chiefeft men llioukl come unarmed 
to fpeak with thofe two favages, who feemed alfo to be unarmed. Wherefore tw'o of 
the chiefeft of our Engliftimen went gladly to them ; but whilft one of thofe favages 
traitcroufly embraced one of our men, the other with his fword of wood, which he 
had fecretly hidden under his mantle, (truck him on the head and flew him, and pre- 
fently the other twenty-eight favages fliewed themfelvcs : the other Englifliman per- 
ceivnng this fled to his company, whom the favages purfued with their bows and 
arrows fo faft, that'the Englifhmen were forced to take the houfe, wherein all their 
victual and weapons were : but the favagCvS forthwith let the fame on fire ; by metms 
whereof our men were forced to take up fuch weapons as came firft hand, and 
without order to run forth among the fovages, with whom they fklrmiflied ab'oVe an 
hour. In this fldrmilh another of our men was ftiot into the mouth with an arrow,' 
where he died, and alfo one of the favages was Ihot into the fide by one of onr men, with 
a wild-fife arrow, whereof he died prefently. ’ The place where ^hoy "jo'u'ght was 
of great advantage to the favages, by means of the thick trees, behind which the 
favages through their himblenol's, defended themfelves, and fo offc.'nde>^ our men with- 
their arrows, that our men being fome of them hurt, retired fighting toj,he water fide 

5 • .where 
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\vhere their boat lay, with which they fled towards Hatoraflc. By that time they 
had rowed but a quarter of a mile, they cl'pied their four fellows coming; from a creek 
thereby, where they had been to fetch oyllcrs : rhofe four they received into their 
boat, leaving Roanoak, and landed on^a little ifland on the right hand of our entrance 
'into the harbour of Hatorafk, where they remained a while, but afterwards departed, 
whither as yet wo know not. 

Having now fufliciently difpatchcd oiu' bufinefs at (h'oatoan, the fame day wC de- 
parted friendly, taking our leave, and camt' aboard tlie fleet at Hatorafk., 

The 8th of Auguft, the governor having long expccltd the coming of the Wiroances 
of Pomeiok, Aquafeogoe, Secota and li'afamonqucpeuk, feeing lhaf the fcven days were 
palt, within which they promifed to come in, or to fend tlicir anfwers by the men of 
Croatoan, and no tidings of them heard, being certainly alfo informed bythofenion of 
Croatoan, that the remnant of Wingina’s men, which wore loft alive, who dwelt at 
Dafamonquepeuk, were they which had (lain George Howe, and were alfo at the 
driving our eleven Kiigliflimeft from Roanoak, he thought to defer the revenge thereof 
no longer. Wherefore the fame iiigln about midnight, he palTed over llie water, 
accompanied with Captain Stafford and twenty-four men, whereof Manieo was one, 
whom we took with us to be our guide to the jlace w’^here thofe favages dwelt, where 
he behaved himfelf towards us as a moll faithful Englilhman. 

The next day being the qlh Augull, in the morning fo early that it was yet dark, 
w^e landed near the dwelling-place of our enemies, and very fecretly conveyed ourl'elves 
through the woods to that tide where we had their houfes between us and the water : 
and having efpied their fire, and fome fetling about it, we prefcntly fet on them : the 
miforable fouls his-ewith amazed, fled into a place of thick reeds, growing fait by ; 
where our men perceiving them, fliot one of them through the body with a bullet, and 
therewith he entered the reeds, among which wc hoped to acquit their evil doing 
towards us, hut we were deceived, for thofe favages were our friends, and w^tc come 
from Croatoan to gather the corn and fruit of that place, becaufc they underllood our 
enemies were fled immediately after they had flain George How'c, and for haftc, had 
left all their corn, tobacco, and pornpions {landing in Inch fort, that all had been 
devoured of the birds and deer, if it had not been gathered in time ; but they had like 
to have paid dearly for it, for it was lb dark, that they being nake5, and their men and 
women tipparelled all fo like others ; we knew not but that they were all men, and that 
if one of them that was a Wiroances wife, had not had a child at her back, flie had been 
llain inllead of a man, and as hap was, another favage knew Mailer Stafford, and ran 
to him, calling him by his name, whereby he was laved. Finding ourlelvcs thus dif- 
appointed of our purpofe, we gathered all the corn, peafe, pornpions, and tobacco that 
w'e found ripe, leaving riie rell unfpoiled, and took Menatoan’s wife, with the young 
child, and the other favages with us over the water to Roanoak. Although the mif- 
taking of thele favages, Ibrnewhat grieved Mantco, yet he imputed their harm to their 
own lolly, faying to them, that if their Wiroances had kept their prpmifc in coming fo 
the governor at the day appointed, they had not known that mifchance. 

The 1 3th Augull, our favage Mantco, by the commandment of Sir Walter Ralegh, 
was chrillened in Roanoak, and called lord tliepeof and of Dafamonquepeuk, in reward of 
his faithful lervice. 

The i8thf Elenor, daughter to the governor, and wife to Ananias Dare, one of the 
'affiftantSj' was delivered of a daughter in Roanoak, and the fame was chrifteRcd there 
the Sunday following, and becaufe this child was the firft Chriltian born in Virginia, 
Ihe was named ^irgmia. 

By 
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By this time our (hips had unladen the goods and viduals of the planters, and began 
to take in wood and frelli water, and to new ctfulk and trim them for England : the 
planters alfo prepared their letters and tokens to fend back into England. ’ 

Our two (hips the Lion, and the fly-boat, almoft ready to depart, the 21 ft of At# 
guft there arofc fuch a tempeft at N.E. that our Admiral, then riding out of the har-, , 
bour, was forced to cut his cables and put to fea, where he lay beating olT and on fix 
days before he could come to lus again, fo that we feared he had been call away, and. 
the ratlKT lor at that time that the llorm took them, the moll and belt of their failors 
were left a-laiid. 

At this timf fome controverfies arofe between the governor atid afliftants, about 
choofing two out of the twelve afliftants, who fliould go back as fadtors for the com- 
pany into England : for every onv. of them refufed, fave qnly one, which all other 
thought not fuflicient ; but at length by much perfuading of the governor, Chriftopher 
Cooper agreed to go for England ; but the next day through the perfuafion of divers 
of his lainiliar friends, he changed his mind ; fo that now the matter flood as at 
the firfl. 

The next day, 2 2d Aiiguft, the whole company both of the afliftants and planters 
came to th(' governor, and with one ^oice requefled him to return himfelf into Eng- 
land, for the better and fooner obtaining of iupplies, and other neceflaries for them j 
but he refufed it ; and alledged many I’uftlcient caufes why he would not ; the one was, 
that he could not fo fuddenly return back again without his great dif(»n‘dit, leaving the 
adtion, and fo many whom he partly had procured by his perfualions, to leave their 
native country, and undertake that voyage, and that fome enemies to him and the 
aclion at his return into Englanrl, would not fparc to flander falfely both him and the 
adlion, by faying, he went to Virginia, but politicly, but to no other end but to lead 
fo many into a country, in u hich he never meant to flay himfelf, and there to leave 
them behind him. Alfo he alledged. that feeing they intended to remove 50 miles fur- 
ther up into the main pr«'fently, he being then abfent, his fluff' and goods might be 
both (poiled, and moll of them pilfered aw'ay in the carriage: fo that at his return he 
Ihcndd be c-ither forced to provide himfelf of all fuch things again, or clfc at his coming 
again to Virginia find liimielf utterly unfurniflied, w'hcrcof already he had found fome 
proof, being but oiifte from them but three days. Wherefore he concluded that he 
would not go himfelf. 

The next day, not only the afliftants but divers others, as well women as men, 
began to renew their requefts to the governor again, to take upon him to return into 
Englaiul for the fupply, and difpatch of all fuch things as were there to be done, pro- 
inifing to make him tlieir bond, under all their hands and feals, for the fafe preferving 
of all his goods for him at his return to Virginia, fo that if any part thereof werefpoiled 
or loft, they v/ould fee it reftored to him or his afligns, w'hcnloever the fame fhould be 
milled and demanded. Which bond with a teflimony under their hamls and feals they 
f’orihwith made and delivered into his hands. The copy of the teflimony I thought 
gotid to iht liown. 

“ May it pleafe ytou, her Majefly’s fubjefls of England, we your friends and coun- 
trymen, the planters in Virginia, do by thefe prefents let you and every of you to 
underftand, that for the prefent and fpeedy fupply of certain our known and apparent 
lacks and needs, moll requifite and neceflary for the good and happy planting of us, 
or any other in tins land of Virginia, we all ofone mind and confent, iJay^ moft ear- 
neftly entreated, and incelTantly requefled John White, governon planters in 

Virginia, to pafs into. England for the better and more alTured help, \nti fetting forward 

of 
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of the forefald fvipplies : and knowing affuredly that he both can heft, and will labouf 
and take pains in behalf for us all, an'd he not once, but often refufmg it, for our %kes, 
and for the honour and maintenance of the aftion, hath at laft, though much 
liis will, through our importunacy,<yielded to leave his government, and 
■goods among us, :yid himfelf in all our behalves to pafs into England, of whofe l^ndw- 
ledge and fidelity in handling this matter, as all others, we do affure ourfelves by thefe 
prefents, and will you to give all credit thereunto. The 25th of Augufl: 1587.” • 

The governor being at the laft through their extreme entreaty, conftrained to return 
into England, having then but half a day’s refpite to prepare himfelf for the fame, 
departed from Roanoak the 27th of Auguft in the morning, and vhe fame day about 
midnight, came aboard the fly-boat, w'ho already had weighed, anchor, and rode with- 
out the bar, the Admiral .nding by them, w'ho but the fame morning was newly come 
thither again. The fame day both the ftiips weighed anchor, and fet fail for England : 
at this weighing their anchors, twelve of the men which were in the fly-boat, were 
thrown from the capftan, which by means of a bar that brake, came fo fall about upon 
them, that the other two bars thereof, ftruck and hurt moft of them fo foVe, that fome 
of them never recovered it : neverthelefs they efl'ayed prefently again to weigh their 
anchor, but being fo weakened by the firft fling, they were not able to weigh it, but 
Were thrown down and hurt the lecond time. Wherefore having in all but fifteen men 
aboard, and moft of them by this unfortunate beginning fo bruifed and hurt, they were 
forced to cut theix cable, and loofe their anchor. Neverthelels they kept company with 
the Admiral, until the 17 th of September, at which time we fell with Corvo, and 
faw Flores. 


Septembrr. 

The 1 8th, perceiving of all our fifteen men in the fly-boat there remained but five, 
which by means of the former mifchance were able to ftand to their labour : and that 
the Admiral meant not to make any haftc for England, but to linger about the ifland 
of Tcrcera for purchafe : the fly-boat departed for England with letters, where we 
hoped by the help of God to arrive fliortly : but by that time we had continued our 
courfe homeward about twenty days, having had fometimes fcarcQ, and variable winds ; 
our frefli water alfo by leaking almoft confumed, there arofe a ftorm at N. E., which 
for fix days ceafed not to blow fo exceeding, that we were driven further in thofe fix 
than w'e could recover in thirteen days : in which time others of our failors began to 
fall very fick, and two of them died : the weather alfo continued fo clofe, that our 
mafter fometimes in four days together could fee neither fun nor ftar, and all the 
beverage we could make, with (linking water, dregs of beer, and lees of wine which 
remained, was but three gallons, and therefore now we expefled nothing but faiiune 
to periih at fea. 


October, 

The 1 6th of Oftober we made land, but we knew not what land it was, bearing in 
with the fame land all that day : about fun-fet we put into a harbour, where we found 
a hulk of Dublin, and a pinnace of Hampton 'riding, but we knew not as yet what 
place this wa^, neither had we any hope to go on fhor^, until the pinnace fent off tljeir 
boat tolas, with fix or eight men, of whom we underftood we were in Smeewick in 
the weft parts of j^dand : they alfo relieved us prefently with frefli water, wine, and 
other frefli meat./ 


The 
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The 1 8th,. the governor and the mailer r®dc to Dingen-a-Cuflie, five miles dlllant, 
t^ take order for the new viftually of our fly-boat for England, and for relief of our 
ficlt,«tjiid hurt men, but within four days after, the boatfwain, the ftewafd, and the 
tioalfwain’s mate, died aboard the fly-boat ; anti the 28th the mailer’s man.-, and two 
of our chief failors were brought lick to Dingen. 

• NOVEMIIER. 

The ill, the governor Ihipped himfelf in a fliip called the Monkey, which at that 
time was ready to put to fea from Dingen for England, leaving the fly-boat and all his 
company in Iifcland’. The fame day we let fail, and on the 3d day, w'e fell with the 
nortii fide of the Land’s End, and were Iliut up the Severn, but the next day we 
doubled the fame for Mount’s Bay. * 

'I’he 5 th, the governor landed in England at Martafew, near St. Michael’s Mount in 
Cornw'all. 

I'he 8th;’ jvc arrived at Hampton, where we underllood that our confort the Admiral 
was come to Portfmouth, an(l had bpen there three weeks before : and alfo that Fcrdi- 
nando the mailer, with all his company were not only come home without any pur- 
chafe, but alfo in fuch weaknels by ficknefs, and death of their chiefell men, that they 
W'erc fcarce able to bring their Ihip into harbour, but were forced to let fall anchor 
without, which they could not weigh again, but might all have j)erilhed there, if a 
fmall bark by great hap had not come to them to help them. The names of the cliief 
men that died are thefe : Roger Large, John Mathew, Thomas Smith, and fome other 
failors, whofe names I knew not at the writing hereof. An. Dorn. 1587. 

The Names of all the Men, Women, and Children, which fafely arrived in Virginia^’ 
and remained to inhabit there, 1587* Anno Regni Regina Elizabetha, 29# 


John White. 

Thomas Colman. 

Roger Baily. 

Thomas Gramme. 

Ananias Dare. 

Mark Bennet. 

Chrillopher Cooper. 

John Gibbs. 

Thomas Stevens. 

John Stilman. 

John Sampfon. 

Robert Wilkinfon. 

Dionis Harvey, 

John Tydway. 

Roger Pratt. 

Ambrofe Vickers. 

George Howe. 

Edmond Englilh. 

Simon Fernando. 

Thomas Topan. 

Nicholas Johnfon. 

Henry Berry. 

Thomas Warner. 

Richard Berry, 

Anthony Cage. 

John Spendlove. 

John Jones. 

John Hemmington. 

William Willes. 

Thomas Butler. 

John Brook. 

.Edward Powell. 

Cutbert White. 

John Burden, 

John Bright. 

James Hynde. 

Clement Tayler. 

Thomas Ellis. 

William Sole. 

William Brown. 

John Cotfmur. 

Michael Myllet, 

Humfrey Newton. 

Thomas Smit.h.. 
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I^chard Kemme. 
'Iliomas Harris. 

' Richard Taverner. 
John Eanieft. 
Henry Johnfon. 
John Start. 
Richard Darige. 
William I.ucas. 
Arnold Orchard. 
John Wright. 
William Dutton. 
Maurice Allen. 
W’illiam Waters. 
Richard Arthur. 
John Chapman. 
William Clement.- 
Robert Little. 
Hugh Tayler. 
Richard Wilde. 
Lewis Wotton. 
Michael Bifhop. 
Henry Brown. 
Henry Rufooto. 
Richard Tomkins. 
Henry Dorsell. 
Charles Florry. 
Henry Milton. 
Henry Payne. 
Thomas Harris. 
William Nichols. 
Thomas Phevens. 
John Borden. 
Thomas Scott. 
Peter l.itlle, 

John Wyles. 

Brian Wyles. 
George Martin. 
Hugh Pattenfon. 
Martin Sutton. 
John Farre. 

John Bridget. 
Griffen Jones. 
Richard Shabedge. 
James Lafy. 

John Cheven. 


Thomas Hewett. 

William Berde. 

Women. 

Elenor Dare. 

Mat;gery Harvy. 

Agnes Wood. 

Winifred Powell. 

Joyce Archard. 

Jane Jones. 

Elizabeth Glane. 

Jane Pierce. 

Audry Topan. 

Alice Chapman. 

Emma Merrimoth. 

Colman. 

Margaret I.awrencc. 

Joan Warren. 

Jane Mannering. 

Rofe Payne. 

Elizabeth Vickers. 

Boys and Children. 

John Sampfon. 

Robert Ellis. 

Ambrofe Vickers. 

'fhomas Archard. 

Thomas Humfrey. 

Thomas Smart. 

George Howe. 

John Pratt. 

William Withers. 

Children born in Virginia.. 

Virginia Dare. 

Harvy. 

Savag^cs, 

They were in England, 
Manteo. ( an'd returned home 

Towayc. C jnto Virginia with 

J them. 
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To the worfliipful and my very friend Mafter Richard Hakkyt ; 
much hiippinel's in the Lord. 

^ as well for the fatisfying your earucfl requeft, as the pei;formance of my pro- 
mlfe,,made unto you at my lafl being with you in England ; I have feiit you (although 
in, a Iiomcly Itile, efpccially for the contentation of a delicate ear) the true difeourfe* 
of iny lad voyage into the Indies, and pans of America called Virginia, taken in 
and about the end of February, in the year of our redemption 1590; and what events 
happened uilfo us in tliis our journey, you fhall plainly perceive by the fequel of my 
difcourfc'. There were :\t the iim(‘ aforefaid three fliips ablblutely determined to go 
for tl|p Well Indies, at the fpecial charges of M. John Wattes of London, merchant. 
But when they were fully lurnifhcd, undin readiiiefs to make their depart ure, a gene- 
ral flay was commanded of all fhips throughoul I'ngland. *Which fo fooii as I heard, 
1 prefently (as 1 thought it unoll requihtc) acquainted Sir Waiter Ralegh therewith, 
defiring him that I had fundry times lK‘rore been cl'e.rgeable and troublefome unto 
him, for the i^upplies and reliefs of* the planters in Virginia ; fo likewife that by his en- 
deavour it would picafe him at that inllaiu to procure licence for thofe three fliips, to 
proceed on with their determined voyage ; that thereby the people in Virginia (if it 
wercGod\s pleafurc) might fpeedily^e comforlcd and relieved without further charges 
unto him. 

Whereupon he by his good means obtained licence of the Majefty, and 

order to be taken, that the owner of the three fliips fliould be bound unto Sir Walter 
Ralegh or his afligns in 3,000 pounds, that thefe three fliips in confideration of tjiieir 
releafement, fhould take in, and (ranfport a convenient number of pallengers, with 
their furnitures and ncccflaries to be landed in Virginia. Ncj[erthelcfs that order was 
not obferved, neitluT was the bond taken according to the intention aforefaid : but 
rather in contempt of the aforefaid order I was by the owners and commanders of the 
fliips denied to have any pafl'engers, or any thing elfe tranfported in any of the faid 
Ihips, faving only myfelf and my chefl: ; no not fo much as a boy to attend upon me, 
although I made great fiiir and earnclt entreaty, as well to the chief commanders, as 
to the owner ofthofaiJ fliips. Which crofs and unkind dealing, although it very much 
difeontented me, nc/twithflanding the fcarcity of time was furh, that 1 could have no 
opportunity to go unto Sir Walter Ralegh with complaint : for the fliips being then 
all inreadinefs to goto thcfca, would have been departed before I could have made 
my return. 

Thus both governors, maflers and fuilors, regarded very finally the good of their 
countrymen in Virginia, determined nothing Icfs than to touch at thofe places, but 
wholly difpofed themfclves to feek after purchafe and fpoils, fpending fo much time 
therein, that fummer was fpent before v/e arrived at Virginia : and when we were 
come thither, the feafon was fo uniit, and weather fo foul, that we were conftrained of 
force to forfake that coaft, having not feen any of our planters, with lofs of one of our 
fliip’s boats, and*fcven of our chierefl men : and alfo with lofs of three of our anchors 
and cables, and mqjl of our calks with frefli water left on fliore, not poflible to be had 
aboard. Which evils and unlbrtunatc events (as well to their own lofs, as to the him 
drance of the planters in Virginia) had^not chanced, if the order fet down by Sir Water 
Ralegh had been obferved, or if my daily and continual petitions for the performance 
of the fame might have taken any place. • * 

Thus may you plainly perceive the fuccefs of my fifth and laftivoyage to Virginia, 
which was no lefs unfortunately ended, than forwardly begun, and^^^ucklefs to 
as finiller to myfelf: but I would to God it had been as prorpero!\to all, asnoifome 

4 K 2 ' to 



of jthe Ajmighty,* whbm I p^ Itumbiy bdMMi^ to yip tuii(|<or..T^ 
to he moft'holy wiUv apd iyir^gtK^ dw 1 ta^ jny 
fc.i&- wWtown in Kyltnore . the 4th of February, 1593* 




The Voyage of M, John White into the Weft htdks and Parts ^ AiiUrica mlled 

Virginia^ in the Tear i . 

" The " 80 th of March the three (hips, the Hopewell, the. John Evangelift, and the Little 
Jehn, put to fea from Plymouth with two fmul ihalbps. ., ■ 

The 25th at midnight both our {haUc|)S were funk,’ bang towed at the Ihip’s fter^:|)y 
.the boatfwain’s negligence. 

On the 30 th we faw a head of us that psurt of the coall of Barbary, lying eaft of 
Cantyn in the Bay of Afaphi. ‘ # 

The next day we came to the Ifle of Mogador, where rode, at our pading by, a pinnace 
of Condon called ^e Moonfhihe. 

Aprti.. f 

^ fhe firl); of April we anchored in Santa Cruz road, whae we found two great 
London lading in fugar, of whom we had two IhiF boats to fupply ty lofs of 
“allops. ... * • • 

_ the ad j^^ fet fail from the road of Santa Cruz for the Canaries. 

On Satu’rds^ the 4 th we faw Alegranza, the eaft ifte of the Canaries. 

On Sunday the 5 th of April we gave ^hafe to a double flyboat, the which we alfo 
the lame day fought with, and took her, with lols of three of their nuai flain and 
one hurt. 

On Monday the 6 th we faw Grand Canary, and the next day ,we landed and took 
in frefli Wtejs on the fouth fide thereof. 

On 1^181(^6 departed from Grand Cuiary, and framed our cdurfe for Ciominica. 

The lalbnC April we lav Dominica, and the fame night we camiOto^ ditchor on the 
foutbrfide:'^ th<m(dl . ; ^ 

^ Mav, . 

of ty famgCs Ihips in 

(hdr canyi^'W^^|i|.4$nl!y'^ii^ m t we' alfb thn flupate^ ibusiyi' and 'icniejred thrir 
lown,finBa,wheM|i(iii^^ the fame day aboard i^out any reftllnaiCe of the 

or’’any>iqpq|iie.t^ 

The ad (A Maiy. ^md our palace departed from, XhEmuni^ ' leaving the 

Ifehn our yice4uhiirsd:{l^#ii'l^ahdpaibo^^ hOjirf||t4p takomi^ Spaniard; 

outwards m mt:hM^i:id)o£¥qMfhight:yreh^ called 

Los SanJ^'llli^'Giiwdafbi^ anthem' 

' Ti^gd, w|p[ifij^<rfSt. Ottiftoifc^s »• 

gca'fd);' ^M’RsaTottth, tTi« be an 

“ of the fMSi'i lying due ealt aad weft. 

On 
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On Whitfunday even at Cape Tyburon one of our boys ran away from us, and at 
JO days end returned to our (hip almoft flarvcd for want of food. In fundry places 
about this part of Cape Tyburon. we found the bones and carcafes of divers men 
w'ho had periflied (as we thought) by famine in thofe woods, being either ftraggled from 
"their company, or landed there by.fome menof w'ar. 

June. 

On the 14th of June we took a fmall Spaniflt frigate, which fell amongft us fo 
fuddenly, as he doubled the point of the bay of Cape Tyburon, wh&re we rode, that he 
could not efcape us. This frigate came fiom Santo Domingo, and had but three men 
in her, the one was an expert pilot, the other a mountaineer, and the third a vintener, 
who elcaped all out of prilon at Santo Domingo, purpofing to fly to Yaguana, which 
is a town in the weft parts of Hifpaniola where many fugitive Spaniards are garliered 
together. 

The 17th Captain Lane was fent to Yaguana with his pinnace and a fngate, to take 
a fliip which was there taking in freight, as we underftood by the old pilot, w^hom \vc- 
had taken three days before. 

The 24th the frigate returned from Captain Lane at Yaguana, and brought us word 
to Cape Tyburon, that Captain Lane had taken the Ihip, with many paffeugers and 
negroes in the fafne ; which proved not fo rich a prize as we hoped for, for that a 
French man of war had taken and fpoiled her before we came : neverthelefs her load- 
ing was thought worth 1,000 or 1,300 pounds; being hides, ginger, cannafiltula, 
copper-pans, and cafavi. 


July. 

The 2d July Eadward Spicer, whom we left in England, came to us at CajVe Ty. 
buron, accompanied w'ith a fmall pinnace, whereof one M. Harps was captmn, and the 
fame day we had fight of a fleet of fourteen fail, all of Santo Domingo, to whom we 
prefently gave chace, but they upon the firit fight of us fled, and feparating themfelves 
fcattered here and there. Wherefore w'c w'ere forced to divide ourfelves, and fo made 
after them until twelve of the clock at night. But then by reafon of the darknefs we 
loft fight of each other, yet in the end the Admiral and the Moon-light happened to 
be together the fame night at the fetching up of the Vice-admiral of the Spanilh fleet, 
againft v.he.m tlie next morning we fought and took him, with lofs of one of our men 
with two hurt, and of theirs four flain and fix hurt. But what was become of our 
Vice admiral, our pinnace and prize, and two frigates, in all this time, we were 
ignorant. • 

The 3d of July we fpent about ryfling, rummaging and fitting the prize to be failed 
with us. 

The 6th of July we faw Jamaica, the which we left on our larboard, keeping Cuba in 
fight on our ftarboard. 

On the 8ih we faw the ifland of Pinos, which lycth on the Youth fide of Cubae 
nigh unto the weft end or cape, called S. ARthony. And at the fame day we gave 
chai'e to a fi i^te, butijit night we loft fight of her, partly by the flow failing of our 
l^dmiral, jncflackof the Moon-light our pinnace, whom Captain Cook had fent to the 
cape the day befoiy^ 


On 
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K the I ith we came to Cape S. Anthony, where we foilnd our conlbrt the Moon- 
light and her pinnace abiding for our coming, of whom we underilood that the day 
before there paffed by them twenty-two fail, fome of tliem of the buithen of -500, fome 
of 400 tons, loaden with King’s treafure from th.e main, bound for Havana : from the 
I Ith July until the aed we were much becalmed; and the wind being very fcarce, and* 
the weather exceeding hot, we were much pollc;re(l with the Spaniards we had lal.en : 
therefore we were driven to land all the; Spaniards faving three, hut ilie j)!ace when; 
we landed them was of their own choice on the iouth fide of Cuba near v.r.to the 
Organcs and Rio de Puercos. 

The 23d we had fight of the Cape of Florida, and the broken ilhiuJs thereof called 
tlie Martyrs. 

The a5th being S. James’ day, in the morning wc fell with the Matanzas, a head-land 
eight leagues towards the call of Havana, where wc purpol’cd to take fre/h water in, 
and malre our abode two or three days. 

On the 26th plying to and fro, benveen the Matanzas and tl;e Havana, we were 
cfpied of thii'c linall pinnact's of S..lulm de Ullua, bound for Havana, which were 
exceeding richly loaden. Thefc three pinnaces came very boldy up to us, and fo con- 
tinued until they came within mulket-fliot of us. And we fuppoied them to be Cap- 
ttiin Harp’s pinnace, and two finall frigates taken by C’aptain Harp ; whttrefore we 
Ihew'ed our iiag. But they prefcntly upon tlie fight of it turned about, and. made all 
the fail they could from us towards thelhore, and kept theml'elvcs iit fo lhailow w'atcr, 
that we were not able fo follow them,, and therefore gave them (wer with cxpcnce of 
Ihot and powder to no purpofe. But if we had not fo ralhly fot out our flag we might 
have taken them all three, for they would not have known us beiore they had been 
in our haiuls. I'hisclnife had brought us fo far to leeward as Havana ; wherefore not 
finding any of our confort.s at the Matanzas, w'e put over again to the Cajie of Florida, 
and from thence through the channel of Bahama. 

On the 28th the Cape of Florida bare well of us. 

The 30th we lolt fight of the coal! of Florida, and ftood to fca for to gain the help 
of the currents which runneth much fw'ifter afar utf than in fight of the coaft ; for 
from the cape to Virginia all along the Ihore are none but eddy currents fetting to the 
S.andS.W. 

ITe 3 1 It our three (hips were clearly diftrocked, the great prize, the Admiral, and 
the MoonOunc, but our prize being thus dilhocked departed from us without taking 
leave of our Admiral or coufort, and failed dlreifly for England. 

A i; GO ST. 

On the I It of Augufl. the wind fcanleJ, and from thence forward we had very foul 
W'cather with much rain, thundering, and great fpouts which fell round about us nigh 
unto our Ihips, 

The 3d we ftodd again in for the fliore, and at mid -day we took the height of the 
feint;. The height of that place wc^ fViund to be 34 degrees of latitude. Towards 
night wc w'ere withm three leagues of the low fandy iflands weftof Wokokeii, but the 
weather continued fo exceeding foul, tKJit wo could not come to an anchor nigh the 
coalf ; wheref(;re W'c flood off again to fea, until Monday the 9tI\5of Augufi. 

On that day the ftorm ceafed, and we had very great likelihood of I 'weather ; 
wherefore we ftood in again for the Ihore, and came to an anchor eleven fathom in 
35 degrees of latitude,, within a mile of the Ihore, where we went on on thejiarrow^ 
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fandy ifland, being one of the iflands weft of Wokokon. In this idand we took in 
fome frefh v^ater, and caught great llore of fifti in the {hallow water. Between the 
main (as I fuppofed) and that ifland, it was but a mile over and three or four feet deep 
in inoft places. 

• * On the 1 2th in the morning we departed from thence, and towards night we came to 
an anchor at the N. E. end of the 'ifland of Croatoan, by reafon of a breach which 
we perceived to lie out two or three leagues into the fea : here we rode all that 
night. 

The 13th in the morning before we weighed our anchors, our boats were fent to 
found over this breach ; our fliips riding at the fide thereof at five fathom : and a 
fliip's length from us we found but four and a quarter, and then deeping and fliallow- 
ing for the fpace of two miles, fo that fometimes we found five fathoms and by and by 
I'even, and within two cables with the lead nine and then eight, next call five and then 
fix, and then four and then nine again, and deeper ; but thrc'e fathoms was the leaft, 
t wo leagues olf from the fliore. This breach is 35 degrees and a half, and lyeth at the 
very N. E. point of Croatoan, whereas goeth a fret out of the main fea iiito the inner 
waters, which part the iflands and the main land. 

The 15th Augult towards evening we came to an anchor at Hatoralk, in 36 deg. 
20 min. in five fathom water, three leagues from the ihore. At our firft coming to 
anchor on this fhore we faw a great fmoke rife in the ifle Roanoak near the place where 
I left our colony fit the year 1587 ; which fmoke put us in good hope that feme of the 
colony were there expefting my return out of England. 

The 1 6th and next morning our two boats went afliore, and Captain Cook and Cap- 
tain Spicer, and their company with me, with intent to pafs to the place Roanoak where 
our countrymen were left. At our putting from the (hip we commanded our mafter 
gunner to make ready two minions and a faulcon well loaden, and to Ihoot them olf, with 
reafonable fpace between every {hot, to the end that their reports might be heard to 
the place where w'c hoped to find fome of our people. This was accordingly performed, 
and our two boats put olF unto the fliore ; in the Admiral’s boat we founded all the 
way, and found from our Ihip until we came within a mile of the fliore, nine, eight, 
and feven fathoms : but before we were half way between our flii^is and the Ihore, we 
faw another great fmoke to the S. W. of Kindrikers Mountes : we therefore thought 
good to go to that fecond fmoke firft : but it was much farther from the hai'bour 
where we landed, than we fuppofed it to be, fo that we' were very fore tired before we 
came to the fmoke. But that which grieved us more, was, that when we came to the 
fmoke, we found no man, nor fign that any had been there lately, nor yet any frcfli 
water in all this way to drink. Being thus wearied with this journey we returned to 
the harbour where we left our boats, who in our abfence had brought their calks alhore 
for frelh water ; fo we deferred our going to Roanoak until the next morning, and 
caufed fome of thofe failors to dig in thofe fandy hills for ffelh water, whereof we 
found very fufficient. That night we returned aboard with our boats and oilr whole 
company m fafety. 

The next morning, the 17th Auguft, our boat#and company were prepared again to 
go to Roanoak : but Captain Spicer had then*fent his boat aflioie for ffefli water, by 
means whereof it was ten of the clock of the forenoon before we put . from our Ihips, 
avhich were l^ien come to an anchor witlun two miles of the fliore. The Admiral’s 
boat w?,R, iwlf wav towards the {Lore, when Captain Spicer put olf irom his Ihip. The 
Admi|’^j| jb,oat ^wpaffed the breach, but not without fome danger of finking, for we 
'had ^ llijl break into Mur boat which filled us half full of water, but by the ww of God, 
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nnd careful fteerage of Captain Cook we came fafe aflinrc, faving only that bur furni- 
ture, viduals, match and powder were much wet and fpoiled. For at this tinw the wind 
blew at N. E. and direft into the harbour fo great a gale, that the fea brake extremely 
oil the bar, and the tide went very forcibly at tlie entrance. 

By that time our Admiral’s boat W'as hauled afliqre, and moft of our things taken ' 
out to dry. Captain Spicer came to the entrance of the breach wath his mail {landing up, 
and Ivas half way over, but by the rafh and indifereet fteerage of Ralph Skinner, his 
mailer’s male,. a very dangerous fea brake into their boat, and overfet them quite; tlie 
men kept the boat, fome in it, and fome hanging on it, but the next fea fet the boat on 
ground, where* it brat fo that fome of them were forced to let go their hold, hoping 
to w^ade afliore, but the fea Hill beat them dowm, fo that they could neither Hand nor 
fwim,and'theboat twice or thrice was turned the keel upward, Ivhereupon Captain Spicer 
and Skinner hung until they funk, and were feen no more : but four that could fwim 
a little kept themfelves in deeper water, and were faved by Captain Cook’s means, 
who fo foon'as he law their overfetting, llrippecl himfelf, and four other that could 
fw'im very well, and with all hafte poflible rowed unto them, and faved four. They 
were eleven in all, and feven of the chiefeft were drowmed, whofe naffies were, Edward 
Spicer, Ralph Skinner, Edward Kelly, Thomas Bevis, Hance the furgeon, Edw'ard 
Kelborn, Robert Coleman. 'I'his mifchance did fo much difeomfort the failors, that 
they were all of one mind not to go any farther to feek the planters.^ But in the end 
by the commandment and perfuafion of me and Captain Cook, they prepared the boats, 
and feeing the captain and me fo refolute, they feemed much more willing. Our boats 
and all things fitted again we put off from Hatoralk, being the number of nineteen peifons 
in both boats, but before we could get to the place w'here our planters were left, it was fo 
exceeding dark, that we overlhot the place a quarter of a mile ; there we efpied towards 
the north end of the illand tlie light of a great fire through the woods, to the which W'e 
prefentiy rowed; when we came right over-againft it, we let fall ourgrapnell near thefhore, 
;md founded with a trumpet a call, and afterwards mai^ familiar Englilli tunes of fongs, 
and called to them friendly • but we had no anfvver, we therefore landed at day- 
break, and coming to the fire, we found the grafsand fundry rotten trees burning about 
the place : from hence we went through the woods to that part of the illand diredlly 
over-againft Dafamonguepeuk, and from thence we returned by the water-fide, round 
about the north point of the illand, until we came to the place where I left our colony 
in the year 1586. In all this way we law in the fand the print of the favages’ feet of 
two or three forts trodden the night, and as we entere'J up the fandy bank upon a tree, in 
the very brow thereof were curioully carved the fair Roman letters C R O ; which 
letters prefentiy we knew to fignify the place, w’here I fliould find the planters feated, 
according to a fecret token agreed upon between them and me, at my laft departure 
from them ; which was, that in any ways they Ihould not fail to write or carve on the 
trees, or polls of the doors, the name of the place where they Ihould be feated : for at 
my coming awfay they , were prepared to remove from Roanoak fifty miles into the 
main. Therefore at my departure from them, anno 1587, I willed them, that if 
they Ihould happen tb be diftrefled iJ^any of thole places, that then they Ihould carve 
over the letters or name, a crofs x in ibis form, but we found no fuch fign of dlltrefs. 
And having well conlidered of this, we paffed towards the place where they w'cre left 
in fundry houfes, but we found the houfes taken,down, and the place ve-y flrcngly en- 
clofed with a high palilado of great trees, with curtains and flankers ,i*cry fort-lik-.\ and 
one of the chief trees or polls at the right fide of the entrance had tl^ bark taken off', 
and five feet from the ground in fair capital letters was graven C‘R04TOAN with- 
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out any crofs or ftgn of diftrefs : this done we entered into the palifado, \yrhere we 
found ni^y bars of iron, two pigs of lead, four iron fowlers, iron facker Ihot, 
and fuch like lieavy things thrown here and there, almoft overgrown with gfafs 
and weeds. 

. From thence we went along by the water-fide, towards the point of the creek to 
fee if we could find any of the boats or pinnace, but we could perceive no fign of 
them, nor any of the laft falkons and fmall ordnance which were left with them at my 
departure from them. At our return from the creek, feme of our failors meeting us, 
told us that they had found where divers chells had been hidden, and long fmee 
digged up again and broken up,, and much of the goods in them fpoiled and fcattered 
about, but nothing left of fuch things as the favages knewany ufe of, undefaced. Prefcnily 
Captain Cook and 1 wt<it to the place, which was in the end of an old trench, made 
two years pall by Captain Amadas ; where we found five chefts that had been care- 
fully hidden of the planters, and of the fame chefts three were my own, and about the 
place maity of ray things fpoiled and broken, and my books torn from tl>e covers, the 
frames of fome of my pidures and maps, rotten and fpoiled with rain, and my armour 
almoft eateiv thrqpgh with ruft : this could be no other but the deed of the favages 
our enemies at Dalamonguepeuk, who had watched the departure of our men to Croa- 
toan ; and as foon as they were departed, digged up every place where th<;y fufpeded 
any thing to be buried : but although it much grieved me to fee fuch fpoil of my 
goods, yet on the other fide I greatly joyed that I had fafely Ibund a certain token 
of their fafe-being at Croatoan, which is the place where M!anteowas bora, and the favages 
of the ifland our friends. 

When we had feen in this place fo much as we could, we returned to our boats, 
and departed from tire ihore towards our fliips with as much fpeed as we could, for 
the weather began to over-caft, and very likely that a foul and ftormy night would 
enfue. Therefore the fame evening with much danger and labour, we got ourfelves 
aboard, by which time the wind and fcas were fo greatly rifra, that we doubted our cables 
and anchors would fcarcely holtf until morning: wherefore the captain caufed the boats 
to be manned with five lufty men, who could fwim all well, and font them to the little 
ifland on the right hand of the harbour, to bring aboard fix of our men, who had filled 
our callt with frefli water; the boat the fame night returned alward with our men, 
but all our calk ready filled they left behind, impollible to be had aboard without 
danger of calling away both men and boats; for this night proved very ftormy 
and foul. 

The next morning it was agreed by the captain and myfelf, with the raafter and 
others to weigh anchor, and go for the place at Croatoan, where our planters were ; 
for that then the wind was good for that place, and alfo to leave that calk with frefli 
water on Ihore in the ifland until our return. So then they brought the cable to the 
capftan, but when the anchor was almoft apeak, the cable broke, by means whereof we 
loft another anchor, wherewith we drove fo fall into the Ihorje, tiiat we were forced 
to let fall a third anchor, which came fo fell home that the fiiip was almoft aground by 
Kenrick’s Mounts, fo that we were forced to lelWlip the cable end for end. And if it 
had* not chanced that we had fiillen iiito»a channel of deeper water, clofer by the 
ihore than we accounted of, we could never have gone clear of the point that lyeth 
to the fouthward of Kenrick’s Mounts. Being thus clear of fome dangers, and 
gotten into deq>|C waters, but not without fome lofs ; for we had but one -cable ,and 
^chor left vsiSf four, and the weather grew to be fouler and fouler; our, yiOiuals 
iic^rce, and our caik and freih water loft ; it was therefore determined that wo ihoold 
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go for St. John or fome other illand to the fonjhward for freflt water. But it was 
further propofetl that if we could any way fupply our wants of viftuals and other ne- 
ceflfajies, either at Hifpaniola, St. John, or Trinadad, that then we Ihould continue in 
the Indies all the winter following, with hope to make two rich voyages of one, and at 
our return to vifit our countrymen in Virginia. . * ’ 

The captain and the whole company in the Admiral (with my earneft petitions) 
thereunto agreed, fo that it relied only to know what the mailer of the Moon-light our 
confort would do herein : but when we demanded them if they would accompany us 
’ in that new determination, they alledged that their weak and leaky Ihip was not able to 
continue it : wherefore the fame night we parted, leaving the Moon-light to go diredly 
for England, and the Admiral fet his courfe for Trinadad, which courfe we kept 
two days. 

On the 28th the wind changed, and itv as fi?t on foul weather every day, but this 
florin brought the v ind W. and N. W. and blew fo forcibly that we were able to 
bear no fail ‘but our fore-courfe half mad high, wherewith wo ran upon the wind per 
force the due courfe for England, for that we were driven to change our firft deter- 
mination for Trinadad, and Hood lor the iflands of the Azores, where we purpoled to 
take in frelh water, and there hoped to meet w’th Ibme Englilh men of war about 
thofe iflands, at whofe hands we might obtain fome fupply of our wants. And thus 
continuing our courfe for the Azores, fometimes with calms, and fometimes' with very 
fcarce winds, on the 1 5th of September the wmd came S. S. E. and blew fo exceedingly 
that we w'ere forced to lie atry all that day. At this time by account we judged our- 
felves to be about twenty leagues to the well of Cuervo and Flores, but about night the 
llonn ceafed, and fair weather enfued. 

On the 1 7th we i'aw Cuervo and Flores, but we could not come to anchor that 
night by reafon the wind Ihiftcd. The next morning, the i8th. Handing in again for 
Cuervo, we deferied a fail a-head us, to whom we gave chafe, but when we came near 
unto him we knew him to be a Spaniard, and hoped to make fure purchafe of him ; 
but we underllood at our fpeaking with him, that he was a prize, and of the Domingo 
fleet, already taken by the John our confort, in the Indies. We learned alfo of the 
prize, that our vice-admiral and pinnace had fought with the reft of the Domingo fleet, • 
and had forced them with their Admiral to flee unto Jamaica under the fort for fuc- 
cour, and fome of them ran themfelves aground, whereof one of them they brought 
away, and took out of fome others fo much as the tiiuo would permit. And further 
we underllood of them, that in their return from Jamaica about the Organes near Cape 
St. Anthony, our Vice-admiral met with two Ihips of the main land from Mexico, bound 
for Havanna, with whom he fought. In which light our Vice-admiral’s Ueu tenant 
was llain, and the captain’s right arm ftrucken off, with four others of his men llain, 
and fixteen hurt. But in the end he entered and took one of the Spanilh lliips, which 
wae fo Ihot by us under water, that before they could take out her treafurc, Ihe funk, 
fo that we loft thiptcen pipes of filver that funk with her, befides much other rich 
merchandize. And in the mean time the other Spanilh ftiip, being pierced with nine 
Ihot under water, got aw'ay ; whonf^our vice-admiral intended to purfue : but fome 
of their men in the top made certain rocks, which they faw above water near the ifcore, 
to be galleys of Havana and Cartagena, coming irom Havana to refeue the two Ihips. 
Wherefore they gave over the chafe, and went -for England. After tbisflntelligence 
was givdh us by this our prize, he departed from us and went for England* 

On the 19th of September we came to anchor near a fmall village* on ithe north lide 
«f Fkires, where we found riding five Englilh men of war, of v hom we underftpod 
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that our THce-admiral and prize were gone thence for England. One ofthefe five was 
the Moon-Kght our confort, who upon the firft fight of our coming into Flores, fet fail 
and went for England, not taking any leave of us. 

On the 2oth the Mary Rofe, admiral of the Queen’s fleet, wherein was General Sir 
' ' Jbhn Hawkins, flood in with Flores, and divers others of the Queen’s (hips, namely, 
the Hope, the Nonpareillia, the Rainbow, the Swiftfure, the Forefight, with many other 
good merchants fliips of war, and many other good fliips and pinnaces, all attending to 
meet with the King of Spain’s fleet, coming Terra Firma of tlie Wefl Indies. 

The 2 2d we went aboard the Rainbow, and towards night we fpake with the Swift- 
fure, and give him three pieces. The captain defired our company^ wherefore we 
willingly attended on them : who at this rime with ten other fliips flood for Fayal. 
But the General with the*reft of the fleet were feparated from us, making two fleets, 
for the furer meeting of the Spanifli fleet. 

On the 23d we faw Gratiofa, where the Admiral and the reft of the Queen’s fleet 
were come together. The Admiral put forth a fldg of council, in which was deter- 
mined that the whole fleet fliould go for the main, and fpread themfelves on the coaft 
of Spain andPortugal,* fo far as conveniently they might, for the furer meeting with the 
Spanifli fleet, in thofe parts. 

The 26th we came to Fayal, where the Admiral with fome other of the fleet an- 
chored, otherforng plyed up and down between that and Pico until midnight : at which 
time the Anthony Ihot oflf a piece, and weighed, Ihewing his light ; after whom the whole 
fleet flood to the eaft, the wind atN. E. by E. 

The 27th towards evening we took our leave of the Admiral and whole fleet, who 
flood to the eaft. But our fliip accompanied with a fly-boat flood in again with 
S. George, where we propofed to take in more frelh water, and fome other frefti 
victuals. 

On the 30th, feeing the wind hang fo northerly that we could not attain the ifland 
of S. George, we gave over our purpofe to water there, and the next day framed our 
due courfe for England. 

October. 

The 2d of Ofiober in the morning we faw S. Michael’s Ifland on our ftarboard 
quarter. 

The 23d, at ten of the clock of the forenoon, we faw Ulhant in Britaigne. 

The 24th we came in fafety, God be thanked, to an anchor at Plymouth^ 
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THE FIRST RELATION OF JAQUES .CARTHIER OF S. MALO, 

Of THB 

NEW LAND, CALLED NEW FRANCE, 

NEWLY DISCOVERED IN THE YEAR OF OUR iORD 1534*. 

A fter that sir Charles of Movy, Knight, Lord of Meylleraye, and Vice-admiral 
of France, had caufed the captains, mafters, and mariners to be fwom to behave 
themfelves truly and faithfully in the fervice of the mod Chriftian King of France, 
under the charge of the faid Carthier, upon the aoth day of April 1 534, we departed 
from the port of S. Malo, with two fliips of three fcore ton a-piece burthen, and fixty- 
one well appointed men in each one ; and with fuch profperous weather we failed on- 
ward, that upon the loth day of May, we came to Newfoundland,, where we entered 
into the cape of Buona Vifta, which is in latitude 48 degrees and a half, and in longi- 
tude , but becaufe of the great ftore of the ice, that was along the faid land, we 

were conftrained to enter into an haven called S. Katherine’s ^aven, diftant from the 
other port about five leagues towards S. S. E. ; there did we day ten days looking for 
fek weather } and in the meanwhile we mended and dreffed our boats. 

Upon the 2id of May the wind being in the W. we hoided fail and failed toward 
N. by E. from the cape of Buona Vida, until we came to the Ifland of Birds, which 
was environed about with a bank of ice, but broken and cracked : notwithdanding the 
faid bank, our two boats went thither to take in fome birds, whereof there is fuch plenty, 
that unlefs a man did fee them, he would think it an incredible thing : for albeit the 
ifland (which containeth about a league in circuit) be fo full of them, that they feem 
to have been brought thither, and faved for the nonce, yet are there an hundred fold 
as many hovering about it as within, fome of which are as big as jays, black and 
white with beaks like unto crows : they lie always upon the fea ; they cannot fly, very 
high becaufe their wings are fo little, and no bigger than half one’s hand, yet do they 
fly as fwiftly as any birds of the air level to the water ; they are alfo exceeding fat, we 
named them Aporath. In lefs than half an hour, we filled two boats full of them, as 
if they had been with dones : fo that befidcs them which we did eat ffelh, every Ihip did 
powder and fait five or fix barrels full of them. 

Befides thefe, there is another kind of birds which hover in the air, and over the fea, 
lelTer than the others ; and thefe do all gather themfelves together in the ifland, and 
put themfelves un^er the wings of other birds that are greater : thefe we named 
Godertz. There are alfo of another fort, but bigger, and white, which bite even as 
dogs, thofe we named Margaulx. And albeit the faid ifland be fourteen leagues from 
the main land, notwithdanding bears come fwimming to eat of the faid birds ; and 
our mep found one there as great as any cow, and as white as any in their 

prefence leaped into the fea j and upon Whitfun Monday (followng our voyage to- 
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ward the land) we met her by the way, fwimming towards land as fwlftly as we 
could fail. .So foon as we faw her we purfued her in our boats, and by main ftrength 
took her, whofe fleOi was as good to be eaten as the flelh of a cattle of two years 
old. The Wc*dnefday following, being the 27th of the month, we came to the en- 
• trance of the bay of the Caftles, but becaufe the weather was ill, and the great ftore of 
ice we found, we were conftrained to enter into an harbour about the^faid entrance, 
called Carpunt, where bccaufe we could not come out of it, we ftayed. till the 9tli of 
June, what time we departed, hoping with the help of God to fail further than the faid 
Carpunt, which Li in latitude 51 degrees. ' 

■ The land from Cape Razo to Cape Degrad, which is the point of the entrance of the 
bay that trendetli from head to head towards N. N. E. and S. S.W. All this part of 
land is parted into iflands, 6ne fo near the other, that there are but fmall rivers between 
them, through the which you may pafs with little boats, therefore there are certain 
good harbours, among which are thofe of Carpunt and Degrad. In one of thefe 
iflands that is the higheft of them all, being on the -top of it, you may pjaihly fee the 
two low iflands that are near to Cape Razo, from whence to the port of Carpunt they 
count it 25 leagues, and there are tw'o entrances thereat, the one on the eafl, the other 
on the fouth of the illand. But you muft take heed of the fide and point of the call, 
becaufe that every where there is nothing elfe but fhelves, and the water is ve;ry fliallow. 
You mull go about the ifland tow'ard the well the length of half a cable or there- 
about, and then to* go toward the fouth to the faid Carpunt. Alfo you are to take 
heed of three fhelves that are in the channel under water ; and toward the ifland on the 
eafl fide in the channel, the water is of three and four fathom deep, and clear ground. 
The other trendeth towards E. N. E., and on the weft you may go on fhore. 

Going from the point Degrad, and entering into the faid bay toward the W. by N. 
there is fome doubt of two iflands that are on the right fide, one of the which is diftant from 
the laid point three leagues, and the other feven, either more or lefs than the firll, 
bang a low and plain land, and it feemeth to be part of the main land. I named it 
S. Xatherine’s Ifland, in which towards the N. E. there is very dry foil j but about a 
quarta of a league from it, very ill ground ; fo that you muft go a little about. The 
faid ifland and the port of Caftles trend towards N. N. E. and S. S. ,W., and are about 
1 5 leagues afunder. From the faid port of Caftles to the port of Gutte, which is in the 
north-eaftern part of the faid bay, that trendeth toward E. N. E. and W. S. W. there 
are twelve leagues arid a half, and about two leagues from the port of Balances, that 
is to fay a third part athwart the faid bay ; the depth being founded it is aboiit thirty- 
eight fathoms, and from the faid port of Balances to the white fands toward W. S. W. 
there is fifteen leagues, but you muft take heed of a fhelf that lyeth about three leagues 
outward from the laid white fands on the S. W. fide above water like a boat. 

White Sand is a road in the which there is no place guarded from the fouth nor 
fouth-eaft. But towards S. S. W. from the faid road there are two iflands, one of the 
which is called Breft Ifland, and the other the Ifland of Birds, in which there is great 
ftore of godertz and crows with red beaks and red feet ; they make their nefts in 
holes under the ground even as conies. A point of land being paflfed about a league 
from White Sand, there is a port and paffage found, called the Iflettes, a better place 
t han White Sand, and there is ^reat fifhing : from the faid port of the Iflettes unjo 
another called Breft, the circuit is abo\it ten leagues. This port is in lat. 51 deg. 
55 min. and j ft'.l onffltude . From the Iflettes to that place there are many* other 
iflands, ajid fp' of Breft is alfo amongft thofe iflands. Moreover the iflands : 
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’ do compafs more than thrw leagues from the fai^ Breft, being low, and oTcr them arc 
the other lands above-mentioned feen. , 

Upon the i oth June, we with our IhipvS entered into the port of Brcft, to fumilh 
ourfelves with water and wood, and to make us ready to pafs the faid bay. Upon 
S. Barnabas day, fervice being heard, we with oui; boats went beyond the faid ba^, * 
toward the weft, to fee what harbours were there : we pafled through the midft of 
the fflets, which were fo many in number it was not poffible they might be told, for 
they continued about ten leagues beyond the faid port. We to reft ourfelves ftaid in 
one of them a nighjt, and there we found great ftore of duck eggs, and other birds 
that there do tnake*their neft j we named them all the Iflettes. 

The next day we paffed the faid iHands, and beyond them all we found a good haven, 
which we named S. Anthony’s Haven, and one or two*^ leases beyond, we found a 
little river toward the S. W. coaft that is between two other iflands, and is a good har- 
bour : and there wo fet up a crofs, and named it S. Servan’s Port : and on the S. W. 
fide of the fayl port and river, about one league, there is a fmall ifland as round as an 
oven, environed about with many other little iflands, that give notice to the faid ports. 
Furtlier about two leagues there is another greater river, in which we took good ftore 
of falmon ; that, we named S. James’ River. Being in the faid river we f.iwa itip of 
Rochel, that the night before had paflfed the port of Breft, where they thought ro have 
gone a fifliing, but the mariners knew not where they were. We with Our boats 
approached near unto it, and did dire£l it to another port, one league more toward the 
weft than the laid river oi S. James, which I take to be one of the beft in all the world, 
and therefore we named it James Carthier’s Sound. If the foil were as good as the 
harbours arc, it were a great commodity, but is not to be called the New Land, but 
rather ftones and wild cr^gs, and a place fit for wild beafts ; for in all the north ifland, 

I did not fee a cart-load or good earth, yet went I on fliore in many places ; and in the 
ifland of White Sand there is nothing elfe but mofs and fmall ftones, fcattered here and 
there, withered and dry. To be fliort, I believe that this was the land that God allotted 
to Cain. There are men of an indifferent good ftature and bignefs, but wild and un- 
ruly ; they wear their hair tied on the top like a wreath of hay, and put a wooden pit 
within it, or any othej fuch thing inftead, of a nail, and with them they bipd certain 
birds’ feathers. They are cloathed with beaft’s fkins, as well the men as women, but 
the women go fomewhat ftraighter and clofer in their garments than the men do, 
with their waifts girded : they paint tlierafelves with certain roan colours : thar 
boats are made of the bark of birch trees, with the which they filh and take great 
ftore of feals and as far as we could underftand fmee our coming thither, that is not 
their habitation, but they come from the main land out of hotter countries, to catch the 
feals and other neceflaries for their living. 

Upon the 13th of that month we came to our fliips again with our boats on purpofe 
to fail forwards becaufe the weather was fair, and on Sunday caufed fervice to be 
faid : then on Mor/day being the 1 5th of the month we departed from Breft, and 
failed towards the fouth to take a view of the lands that there we had feen, that feemed 
unto us to be two ifl’ands, but when we were amidlt the bay, we knew it to be firm 
land, where was a great double cape, one tibove the other, and therefore we named it 
the Double Cape. In the entrance of the bay we founded, and found it to be too 
fathom round about us. From Breft to the Double Cape, there is about fwefity leagues, 
and about five or fix leagues beyond we founded again, and found fofty fathom ’water. 
The feid land lieth N.E. and S, W. The next day being the i6th*of the month, we 
&iled ^ong the faid toaft towards the S. W. by S. about thirty-five’ leagues from the 

Double 
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T>ouble'Ca:f»e, tvhere we found very ifteep and wild Kills, among the wKich were feen 
certain fmftll cabins, which we in the country call granges, and therefore we named 
them the Hills of the Granges. The other lands and mountains are all craggy, cleft, 
and cut, and betwixt them and the fea, there are other iflands, but low. The day be- 
' fore through the dark mills and fogs of the weather, we could not have fight of any 
land, but in the evening we fpied an entrance into the land, by a river among the faid 
Hill of Granges, and a cape lying toward the S. W. about three leagues from us. The 
laid Cape is on the top of it blunt pointed and alfo ^toward the fea, it endeth in a point, 
wherefore we named it the Pointed Cape j on the north fide of which there is a plain 
ifland. But becaufe we would have notice of the faid entrance, to fe& if there were 
any good havens, we {truck fiul for that night. The next day, the 17th, w'e had ilormy 
Weather from N. E. wherefore we took our way toward the S. W. until Thurf- 
day morning, and we went about thirty-feven leagues, till W'e came athwart a bay, full 
df round iflands like dove-houfes, and therefore we named them the Dove Houfes. 
And from the bay of St. Julian from the which td a cape that lyeth S..by W. which 
we called Cape Royal, there are feven leagues, and towards the W. S. W. fide of the 
faid cape there is another that beneath is all craggy, and above round. On the 
north fide of which, about half a league, there lyeth a low land : that cape we named 
the Cape of Milk. Between thefe two capes there are certain low lands, above 
which there are ;ilfo certain others that Ihew that there be fome rivers. About two 
leagues from Cape Royal we founded and found twenty fathom water ; and there is 
the greateft fifhing for cods that polTibly may be ; for flaying for our company, in leis 
than an hour we took about one hundred of them. 

The next day being the 1 8th of the month, the w-ind with fuch rage turned ag^nfl 
us, that we were conftrained to go back towards Cape Royal, thinking there to, find fome 
harbour, and with our boats went to difcover between the Cape Royal and the Cape of 
Milk, and found that above the low iflands is a great and very deep gulfe, within 
which are certain iflands. The faid gulfe on the fouth fide is Ihut up. The aforefaid 
low grounds are on one of the fides of the entrance, and Cape Royal is on the other. 
The faid low grounds do ftretch themfelves lAore than half a league within the fea : 
it is a plain country but an ill foil, and in the midft of the entrav.ce thereof there is an 
ifland. The faid gulfe in latitude is 48 degrees and a half, and in longitude * 
That night we found no harbour, and therefore we launched out into the fea, leaving 
the cape toward the weft. 

From the faid day until the 24th of the month, being S. John’s day, we had both 
ftormy weather, and wind againft us, with fuch darknefs and mills, that until S. John’s 
day we could have no fight of any land, and then had we fight of a cape of land, that 
from Cape Royal lieth S. W. about 35 leagues, but that day was fo foggy and mifty, 
that we could not come near land, and becaufe it was S. John’s day, we named it 
Cape S. John. 

The next day bring the 25th of the month, the weather was alfd ftormy, dark, and 
windy, but yet we failed part of the way towards W.N. W. and in the evening 
we ppt ourielves athwart until the fecond (quarter : when as we (leparted then did we 
by our compafs know that we were N. W. oy W. about feven leagues and a half from 
the Cape of S. John, and as we were about to hoift fail, the wind turned into the N. W. 
* wherefor e Jjfe went S. E. about fifteen leagues, and came to three iflands, two of 
which ^ any wall, fo that it was not poffible to climb them: and 

betweeh||p»li*^t|M^is a little rock. Thefe iflands were as foil of birds, as any field 
or mead^% pf gras, 'which there do make their nefts, and in the greateft of them, 
- ' r there 
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there was a great and infinite number of thofe we call Margaulx, that are white and 
bigger flan aity geefe, which were fevered in one’^art. In the other were nnlyjBodetz 
and great Apponatz, Kke to thofe of that ifland that we above have mentioned. We 
went down to the loweft part of the leaft ifland, where we killed above a thoufand of thofe 
Godetz and Apponatz. We put into our boats fo many of them as we pleafed, for *i* • 
lefs than one hour we might have filled thirty fuch boats of them : we named them 
the iflands of Margaulx. About five leagues from the faid iflands on the weft, there 
is another ifland that is about two leagues in length, and fo much in breadth : therfe 
did we ftay all night to take in water and wood. That ifland is environed round about 
with fand, anc^, hath a very good road about it three or four fathom deep. Thofe 
iflands have the beft foil that ever we faw, for that one of their fields is more worth 
than ail the New-land. We found it all full of goodly tre^, meadows, fields full pf 
wild com, and peafon l>]oomed, as thick, as rank, and as fair, as any can be feen in 
Briteung ; fo that they feemed to have been ploughed and fowed. There was alfo 
great ftore .of goofeberries, ftrawbf rries, damalk rofes, parfley, with other very fweet 
and pleafant herbs. About the faid ifland are very great beafts as great as oxen, which 
have two great teeth in their mouths like unto elephant’s teeth, and live alfo in the 
fea. We faw one of them fleeping upon the bank by the water, we thinking to take. 
Went to it with our boats, but fo loon as he heard us, he caft himlielf into the fea. 
We alfo faw bears and wolves: we named it Brion’s Ifland. About it towards S,£. 
and N. W. there are great lakes. As far as I could gather and comprehend, I think 
that there be fome paflage between Newfoundland and Brion’s Ifland : if fo it were, 
it would be a great Ihortening, as well of the time as of the way, if any perfefiBon 
could be found in it. About four leases from that ifland towards W. S. W. is the 
firm land, which feemeth to be as an mand encompafled about with little iflands of 
Ihnds. There is a goodly cape which we named Cape Dolphin, for there is the be* 
ginning of good grounds. On the zyth of June we compafled the faid lands about, 
that lies W. S. W. : and afar off they feem to be liitle hills of fand, for they are but 
lowlands, we could ndther go to them, nor land on them, becaufe the wind was againfl: 
us. That day we went fifteen leaguesj^ 

The next day we went along the faid land about ten leagues, till we came to a cape 
of red land, that is* all craggy, within the which there is a bre&k looking toward the 
north. It is a very low country. There is alfo between the fea and a certain pool, a 
plain field; and fi;om the cape of land and the pool unto another cape there are about 
fourteen leagues. The land is faihioned as it were half a circle, all coropaffed about 
with fand like a ditch, over which as far as one’s eye can ftretch, there is nothing but 
marfh grounds and Handing pools. And before you come to the firft cape, very near 
the mam land Aere are two little iflands. About five leagues from the fecond cape to- 
watds the S. W. there is another ifland very high and pointed, which we natn^ 
Alezai. The firft cape named St. Peter’s Cape, becaufe upon that day we came 
thither. 

From Brion’s Ifland to this place there is good anchorage of fand, and having founded 
towards S. W. even tp the fhore above five leagues, we found twenty-five fafliom water, 
and within orte league twelve fathom, and, very near the fhore fix fathoms, rather •more 
than lefs, and alfo good anchorage. But becaufe we would be the bdttcr acquainted 
with thfe ftotty and rocky ground, we ftruck our fails low and athwart. TJhe next day 
bring the apth the wind blew S. by E. We failed weftward until TueflUy *iaomii^ 
ffte 30th at lhii'<rffing, without any fight 6r knowledge erf* 9 m land*dxcepit in the eva& 
Ing towards iun*fet,, that we difeovaed a land which faemrim jo be two iiands, tim 

won. XII. ’ 4 M were 



054 SAQVtS CA&’miBR.'l tlBBT 

were beyond us W. S.W. about nine, or ten, leagues. All iJ*e nex? day, tall, m;cf 
morrangM; ^n«rifing we* i^ted weftwafd about 40 leagues, and by tile way < we |^ceiv(^ 
ihsd tbe land we had feen like iflands, was ■firm land, lying S, S. E. tmd N. W, |o 
4 very good cape of land called Cape Orleans. All the faid land is low and plaki, and 
’• «fee faireft that miiy poffibly be feen, full of goodly meadows and trees. True it is, th^t 
we could find no harbour there, bccftufe it is all full of fhelves and fands. We with our 
boats went on Ihorein many pbces, and amongft the reft we entered into a goodly river, 
but very fhallow, which we named the River of Boats, becaufe there we faw boats fnlj 
of wild men that were crolTing the river. We had no other notice of the faid wild 
men j for the wind came from the fea, and fo beat us againft the Ihore, that we were 
conftrained to retire ourfelves with our boats towards our ihips. Till the next day 
morning at fun-rifing being the ift of July, we failed N. E. in which time there rofe 
great mifts and ftorms, and therefore we ftruck our fails tift two o’clock in the after- 
noon, that the weather became clear, and there we had fight of Cape Orleans and of 
another about feven leagues from us, lying N. by E. and that we called \yild Men’s 
Cape. On the north fide of this Cape about half a league, there is a very dangerous 
Ihelf and bank of ftones. Whilft we were at this cape we faw a man running after ovuc 
boats that were going along the coaft, who made figns unto us tliat we fliould return 
towards the faid cape again. We feeing fuch figrts began to turn toward him, but be 
feeing us come began to flee : fo foon as we were come on fhore, we let a knife before 
him and a woollen girdle on a little ftaflf, and then came to our fhips again. That d4y 
we trended the faid land about nine or ten leagues, hoping to find fome good harbour, 
but it was not poffible : for as I have faid already it is a very low land, and invironed 
round about with great fhelves. Neverthelefs we went that day on fhore in four plaa'S, 
to fee the goodly and fweet fmelling trees that were there. We found them to be 
’ cedars, yew trees, pines, and white elms, afhes, willows, with many other forts of 
trees to us unknown, but without any firuit ; the grounds where no wood is, are very 
fair, and full of peafon, white and red goofeberries, ftrawberries, blackberries, and 
wild corn even like unto rye, which feemed to have been fown and ploughed^ This 
country is of better temperature than any other that can be feen, and very not. There 
are many thrufhes, ftockdoves, and other birds. To be Ihort, there wanteth nothing 
but good harbours. • 

The next day being the ad July, we difeovered and had fight of land on the 
n(|rthem fide towards us, that did join unto the land aforefaid, all compafied about, 
and we know that it had about ^ in depth and as much athwart ; we named 
it St. Lunario’s Bay, and with our boats we went to the cape towards the north, and 
found the fhore fo fhallow, that at the fpace of a league from the land there was but a 
finhom water. On the N. E. fide of the faid cape, about feven or eight leagues, th^re 
is another cape iff land, in the midft thereof is a bay fafbioned triangle wife, very deep, 
and fo ftir off as we could ken from it, the fame lieth N. TL The :^d bay is compafiBjd 
abcMXt with fands and fhelves about 10 leagues from the land, mid there is but two 
Biithoih water, From the faid cape to the bank of the other, th^re is abppt 1 5 leagues. 
'Wiblh^g acco& the faid cfipes, ^fcovered anoriier land and cape, and as as we 
lAnld it lay N, by E. All that night i^e weather was very iH,. and great, 
to that wb were conftrained to bear a fmall fail till mnet morning, wllpii-the 
. „ #i^m thtsWij^, and we failed northward to have a f^it of the 

Ihp td^e the low lands, above which high and iopr 1 kmils 
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thjit «yer we have feen, as plain and fmooth as any die : and that which Ueth on 
north is a cotmtry altogether billy, full of woods and %'cry high and great trees of fund0 . 
forts : among the reft there are goodly cedars, and fir trees, as pollibly can be feeiv 
able to make mafts for Ihips of ^oo ton : neither did we fee any place that was not 
foil of the faid trees, except two only that were full of good ly meadows, with two 
very fair lakes. The midft of the laid bay is 47 degrees and a half in latitude. 

The cape qf the»faid fouth land was called the Cape of Hope, through the hope that 
there we had to find fome paffage. The 4th July wc went along the coaft of the ^ d 
land on the northerly fide to find fome harbour, where we enteied into a creek altogether 
open towards thefouth, where there is no fuccour agaJnft the v ind : we thought good 
to name it S. Martin’s Creek. There we flayed from the 4th of July until the tatli. 
While we .were there, on Monday, being the 6th of the month, fervice being done, we 
vidth one of (Air boats went to difcover a cape and point of land that on the weftein fide 
was about feven or eight leagues from us, to fee which way it did bend, and being yrithin 
half a league of it, we faw two companies of boats of wild men going from one frnd to 
the other j their boats were in number about 40 or 50, one part of which came to the 
faid point, and a great number of the men wciit on (bore making a great noife, beckon- 
ing unto us that we fhould come on land, fhewing certiui) (kins upon pieces of wood, 
but becaufe we had but one otdy boat we would not go to them, but went to the other 
fide lying in thefea ; they feeing us flee prepared two of their boats to folloyjf.us, with 
which came aim' five more of them that were coming from the fea fide, all which ap- 
proached n#r into our boat, dancing and making many figns of joy and mirth, as it 
were defiring our friendfhip, faying m their tongue Napeu tpndamen aflurtah, with 
many other words that we underftood not. But bccaufe, as we have faid, that we had 
but one boat, we would not ftand to their courtefy, but made figns unto them that tkey 
fhould turn back, which they would not do, but with great fury came towards us, gqd 
fcddenlywith their boats compafled us about. And becaufe they would not away from us 
by attyfigns that we could make, we fhot off two pieces among tliem, which did fo terrify 
them, that they put themfelves to flight towards the faid point, making a gr^t noife ; 
Knd having ftmd awhile, they began anew, even as at firft to come to us againj, and 
being come near to our boat, we ftruck at them with two lances, which thing 
gfieat a terror unto them, that with great hafte they began to flee, and would no more 
mUotVus. 

The next day part of the faid wild men vrith nine of their boats, cam$^to tlfie point 
a33d entrance to the creek, where we with om (hips were at road. We being adver- 
<jfed of their coming, went to the point where tliey werewdth our boats t. but fo fixm a* 
faw us, they began to flee, making figns that they came to us, 

fhewing us fuch jwns as they cloathe themfelves withall, which are of finall vnlu?. 
Vfq Ifttewife maoe figns unto them time we wiflied them no evil ; smd in thereof 
tWo pf'eil^itnen veh|ured to go on iai^ to th^, and carry jthem kiuv^ lyhliother iron 
‘s»es, 'atod a red hat; to give unto their obtain. Which when they' j^ley alfn 
^yi ^ bihught fome of their ftins, and fo began>to deai W i feeming 

. id (d hate our 'teem wares and oth^ things, wi dancing ‘ 
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Upon the 8A of th« njojMh, becaufe the wi^fj was not good to go oii|t onr 
«el(k Oik boats ih^ rei 4 »^ to go tot difcqVar the feid bay, atm that day ute kem ^ 
ieagoes witHb it. next iay the wind and weather Mng £ur, we failed tmd| hotin, 
hit' whiidi tiihe we had notice of a great part of the faid bay, and how that over thejow 
, jbjpds there were other lands with high mountains : but feeing that there was no pa&ge 
at dl, we began to turn back again taking our way along the coaft : and failing we Taw 
Oettain HHtd men that flood upon the fhore of a lake, that is among the low grounds, 
kho Were making fires and finokes : we went thither and found that there was a chan- 
ni^ of the fea that did enter Into the lake, and fetting our boats at one of 'the banks of 
the diannel, the wild men with one of thdr boats came unto us, a^ brought us pieces 
of fells ready foddai, putting them upon pieces of wood : then retiring tnemfelves they 
Would make figns unto us, that they did give them us. We fent two men unto them, 
with hatchets, knives, beads, and fuch othef like ware, whereat they were very glad j 
smd by and by, in clufters they came to the fhore, where we were, in boats, bringing 
with them fkins and other fuch things as they had, to have of our wares. .They were 
more than 300 men, women, and children, feme of the women which came not over, 
we might fee fland up to their knees in water, finging and dancing : the other that had 
paffed the river where we were, came very friendly to us rubbing our arms with their 
own hands, then would they lift them up toward heaven, (hewing many figns of glad- 
nefs { and in fuch wife were wc affured one of another, that we very femiliarly began to 
traffic for whatfoer/er they had, till they had nothing but their naked bodies ; fo they 
gave Us all, whatfoever they had, and that was but of fmall value. We peremed that 
tois people might very eafily be converted to our religion. They go from place to place, 
they live only with filning. They have an ordinary time to fifh for their provifion. The 
country is hotter than the country of Spain, and the ftiireft that ran poffibly be found, 
altogether fmooth and level. There is no place be it never fo little, but it hath fome 
trees, (yea albeit it be fandy), or elfe is full of wild com, that hath an ear like unto rye : 
the com is like oats, and fmall peafon as thick as if they had been fowed and ploughed, 
white and ted goofeberries, ftrawberries, blackberries, white and red rofes, with many 
other flowers ©f fw^et and pleafant fmell. There be alfo many goodly meadows full 
of grafe, and lakes wherein great plenty of falmons be. They call a hatchet in their 
tongue Cochi, and a knife Bacon. We named it the Bay of Heat.* 

Being certified that there was no pafiage through the faid bay, we hdfted fall afid 
went from S. Martin’s Creek on Sunday the 1 3 th July, to go and difeover furthei; 
beyond the faid bay, and went along the fea coaft eaftwards about 18 leagues, till we 
came to the Cape of Prato, where we found the tide very great, but fhalloW ground, 
and the fea ftorm fo, that we were conftrained to draw towards fhore, between the 
cape and an ifiand lying eaftward about a league from the faid rape, where We Call 
anchor fer the night. The next morning we &>ifted fail to trend the i^d coaft abop^ 
which lyeth K.K.£. but there rofe fuch a ftormy and raging wind againft us, that: we 
were reftrauned to come to the place again, fi'om whence we were cotoe. There did we 
ftay all that day dll the next tW we hoifted up fail, and came to the midft nf a river 
five leagues feom the Cape of Prato northward, and being 9verathw||t filld 
river, ^dbke arofe again a contrary wind, witi^ gr^t fogs and ftorms, ft) tljdi 
confkamied upen the J4th to enter into the fmd river, and there di4 we i 
looJri^g fait feir weather to come'^out of it i on which day l^e wbWt 
x^bg dbat one df our Chips loft an anchor, and we were coiffibrs^A^ to “ 
iim w river, fev^ or eight leagues, bto a good harbour apd m 
ojk ItonlgliQirnd out,, isnd through toe eril weatbik* tempeft, and 




UBIATION o» mvf v'ramci* 

4 k in t)ie &id lUii^our ijll the 25th of th^ month, not jbelhg able to pot ouoli: 
t]^ tune we %w a great muldtude of wild men that vrete nfldng fpr 
wnjsrij^f mere is greait ftore. Their boats were about 40, and the perfons what with 
women, and cMdren 200 ; which after they had hanted our company a whU^ 
thejr cam|j vary familiarly widi their boats to the jGdes of our fhips ; we gave th^ ' 
knwes, combs, beads of glafs, and other trifles of fmall value, for which they made 
many figns of gladnefs, hfiing thar hands up to heaven, dancing and fmdng m thdi' 
boats. Thefc men may very well and truly be called wild, becaufe there b no poorer 
people in the world. For I thmk all they had together brides their boats and nets, 
was not worthf five’fous. They go altogether n^ed, &ving thdr privities, which are 
covered with a little flcin, and certain old Ikin^ which they caft upon them. Neither in 
nature nor in language, do they in any whit agree with theih we faw fitft : that hea4s 
be altogether fhaven, except one bufli of hair, which they fuffer to grdwon the top pf 
their crown, as long as a horfe’s tail, and then with certain leather Itrings bind it In a 
knot upon thar heads. They have no other dwelling but their boats, which they turn 
upfide down, and under them they lay themfelves all along upon the bare ground. 
They eat their flelh almoll: raw, fave only that they heat it a little upon fome embers of 
coals : fo do they their fifh. Upon Magdalen’s day, we with oiw boats went to the 
bank of the river, and freely went on fhore among them, whereat they made many 
figns, and all their men in two or three companies began to fing and^ dance, feeming to 
be very glad of our coming. They had caufed all the young women to flee into the 
wood, two or three excepted, that ftaid with them, to each of which we gave a comb, 
and a little bell made of tin, for which they were very glad, thanking our captain, 
rubbing his arms and breafts with their hands. When the men faw us give fomething 
to thofe that had ftayed, it caufed all the reft to come out of the wood, to the end they 
Ihould have as much as the others. Thefe women were about 20, who altogether in a. 
knot fell upon our captain, touching and rubbing him with their hands, according to 
their manner of cheriftiing and making much of one, who gave to each of them a little 
tin bell : then fuddenly they began to donee and fing many fongs. There we found great 
ftore of mackrels, that they had taken, upon the fhore, with certain nets that they make 
'to fifh, of a kind of hemp that groweth in that place where ordinarily they abide ; for 
they never come to 'the fea but only in fifhing time. As far ai. 1 underftand, there 
groweth likewife^ Idnd of millet as big as peafon, like unto that which groweth in 
Brafil, which they eat inftead of bread. They had great ftore of it, they call it in thdr 
tongue Kapaige. They have’^fo prunes (that is to fay darafons) which they dry for 
wi^er as we do ; they call them Honefta, They have alfo figs, nuts, apples, and 
other miits and beans. If we fhewed them any thing that they have not, nor know not 
wW^it is, fhaking their heads, they will fay Nohda, which is as much as to fay, tfeitiy 
ha^it not, nor tney know it not. Of thofe things they have they would with 
fhew us how to drefs them, and how they grow. They eat nothmg that has any tSfte 
of fait. They aro very great thieves, for they will filch and fteal whatfoey'^r tl^ can 
lay hold of, and all is fim that cometn to net. 

P'ppn the a4th of tl^e month we caufed a fair high crofs to be made of fhfe height of 
it, yrKch was niade in the prefence* of many of them, upon theifoint of the 
'pf tM ^d hayeli!, in the midft whereof we hanged up a mield^n three dear de 
, in tt 4nd in the top was carved in the yrood with antique^ lettelfc this iPPfe 
1^‘ Jlnl 4 ? Fj^ce. Then before them all we fet it umu Jttw? fud JWnr* 

- behdd both the makmg and fettipg; of it up.; So Hem as 

we knt^led down beforie mefo, l||lth'onr hahds towards feeaVl 

And we made fiims unto them, fhewine thorn J;he hoav^ 


Idiner thanlcs. 




jAQtfks *<5A«.'4'riiER.*8 

„ (OUT- j^l^atiott 4e^4efii only on him which^b them 
8 j^t»t a^mi^ation, looWng fiifl. at o}?e another, and t]|en'npoM j^]^jet„ 
4tJ»d after we wa?e returned to our mip?, their c^iptain clad with an old 
, sigtfek thjy^ of his fons, and brother of his with him, came onto us in one of theiji^hc^^ 
hut thtSjfjd^img not fo near us as they w'cre wont to do : thfere he made a lon^g oration 
td U8„ Jawing us the crofs we had fet up, and making a qrofs with two fingers, thott 
,(5Bd he mew us all the countiw about us, as if he would fay that afji was his, and ‘that 
ijM^ould not fet up,any crow without his leave. His talk being epded we fltewed 
Ict^im an axe, faining that we would give it him for his Ikin, to wliich he lifiened, for 
by llttlh little he came io our ftups. Oiiv of our fellows tfiat was in our boat, 
took hold qn theirs, and Suddenly leaped into it, with two or three more, who en- 
j^rced them to enter into our flnps whereat they were greatly aflonifhed. But our 
captain did flraightways aflure them, that they ihould have no harm, nor any injury 
offered them at all, and entertained them very freely, making them cat and drink. 
Then did we Ihcw them with figns, that the ciofs Vvas^ut only fet up to be as a light 
and hsider which ways *to enter into the port, and that wc Ihould ihortly come again, 
and btlug good ftore of iron wares and other things, but that W’c would take two of 
his children with us, and afterwards bring them to the faid port again, and fo we 
cloathed two of them in Ihirts, and coloured coats, with red caps, and put about evqiy 
one’s neck a copper chain, whereat they were greatly contented : then gave, they th«r 
old cloaths to their fellows that went back again, and we gave to each one of thofe 
thr^ee that went back, a hatchet and fome knives, which made them very glad. After 
thefe were gone and had told the news unto their fellows, in the afternoon there came 
to our ffiips fix boats of them, with five or fix men in every one, to take their fare- 
wells of thofe two we had detained to take with us, and bi ought them fome fiih, utter- 
ing many words which we did not underftand, making figns that they would not remove 
the crofs we had fet up. 

The next day, being the 25th of the month, we had fair weather and went from the 
faid port : apd being out of the river we failed N. N. E. for after the entrance into the 
faid river, tae land is environed about, and maketh a bay in mannef of half a circle, 
lyhere bqing in our fliips, we might fee all the coaft failing behind, which We came to 
feek } the land lying S. E. and N. W. the courfe of which was dfftant from the 
at^Mt 30 leagues. 4 ^ 

On the ayth of the month, about fun fet we went along the faid land, as we hhvd 
jidd, lying S. E. hnd H. W. till the 29th that we faw ai||»ther cape where the land bte- 
ghu^th to bend toward the eaft. We wept along about 1 5 leagues, then doth the land 
northward. About thiee leagues from the faid cape we founded add 
^ i&thopi water. The faid lands are plain, and the faireft and moft WM^C 
thit W» have feen, with goodly green fields and meadows. Wh named thMdd 
Cape, becaufe that was his day j it is in 49 degrees and a half btitudd',' 
'^tnaiwning we were on the eail fide of the cape ; and bemg almoft nfght We Went 
' "iwittd to approach pear to the laid land, which trendeth Pqith andifettfri. FroHji 
jCj^pe to another called Cape Mcmorancy, about 15 leagues, the'^htod 
to il^nd N* W," About three leaguetffrom the faid cape we 

S ao ground at 150 fathom, yet went we along the Huwladt 
ide of 50 degrees. . On the firft of Auguft by futt yif ‘ ‘ 
lying N.and N. E. that were very high afid ^ 

*“'* mqimti^^ twfjtween which were<o}her low lands with wtkxUf’l^ 
the Mvllands as well on iHeohe fide as l:he other, ftiB t^djn^ w1 
dther a gulfc»or a paffage till the 5th of the month, ‘ Th6 di&tuce 
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to is about t^jleagnes. » The middle between them bot|!| is 56 d^. 20 Knitu ia 

latjtode. Wc had.miioh udo to go five niiles further the winds were fo gr^t, iHe 
tide Mgainft u$; and at five mil® end We xhight phunly perceive land on both 
which there beginnetn to fpread iifelf, but becaufe we rather fell than got away agamft 
the wind, we went toward land, purpofing to go to another cape of land lying fonth.. 
ward, which was the farthermoft out into the land that wo could fee, about five leagues 
froirt us, but fo foon as we came thither, we found it tohjtoought clib but rocks, ftones, 
and craggy cliffs, fuch as we had not found tuiy wherilffilce -wc had failed fouthward 
from S. John’s Cape : and then was the tide with us, which carried us agaiftfl the wind 
wcftward, fo that a^ we were failing along the faid coaft, one of our boats touched a 
rock, and fuddcnly went over, but we were conftrained to leap out for to dired it 
according to the tide. ^ • 

After wc had failed along the faid coafl for the fpace of two hours, behold the tide 
began to turn again ft us with fo fwifi and raging a courfe, that it was not poflible for 
us, with 13 oars to row or get one.ftone’s caft further; fo that we were conftrai|ied to 
leave our boats with fome of our men to g'’ard them, and 10 or 1 2 men Went afftbre to 
the faid cape, where we found th.it the land beginneth to bend S-W. whidh living 
feen we came lo'our boats again, and fo to our fhips, which were ftill ready ubder fail 
hoping to go forward : but for all that they were fallen more than four leagues to lee- 
ward fron\the place where we had left them, where fo foon as we came, we affenibled 
together all our captains, maflers, and mariners, to have their advice»and opinion what 
was beft to be done : and after that every one had faid, confi Jering that the eafterly 
winds began to bear fway aftd blow, and that the flood was lb great we did but fall, 
and that there was nothing to be gotten and that ftorms and tempefts be^n to reign in 
Newfoundland, and that we were lb far from home, not knowing the perils and dangers 
that were beliind, for either we muft agree to return home again, or elfe to ftay there 
all the year. Moreover we did confider that if the northern winds did take us, it were 
not poflible for us to depart thence. All which opinions being heard and confidered, 
we altogether determined to addrefs ourfelves homewanl. Now becaufe upon S, Peter's 
day we entered into the faid ftraight, we named it S. Peter’s Srraight. We founded it 
"Nn many places, in fome we found 1 50 fathom, in fon» 1 00, and near the Ihote 60, 
and clear ground. Trom that day till Weduefday followinjr we had a good and 
profperous gale of wind, fo that we trended the faid north more E. S. E. W. N. Wi 
for fuch is the fituation of it, excepf one cape of low lands that bendeth more tovi^ard' 
tbe 8, E. about 25 leagues from the ftraight. In this place we faw certain fmokeS' dbt 
the people of the country made upon the faid cape, but becaufe the wind bfew 
tovrard the coaft we went not to thorn, which when they law they came with two boats 
and twelve men unto us, and as freely came unto our fhips, as if they had been Frendt* 
meat, and gave us to underftand that they Cdine from the great gulfe, and that Tieniil|(t 
was their captain, who then was upon that cape making figns unto us, that.tli^ '^“” 


going home to their countries whence we w^re come vvith our fliips, and thatlSiftjril 
laden with fifh. We named the faid cape, Cape Tiennot, From the laid the 

ismd trendeth E, S. fi. and W. N. W. All ilide lands lie low, very plea^Uf^pigrviVQned 
fend, where the fea is intermingled with marlli® and fhallmiif^^ of so- 

^en doth the land begin to trend from weft to E. N.£. altdtti^her environed, 
wi^l^ds two or three leagues front land, in which as far as we ddvdjig a«e laanl^* 
diageiioes fitpals mete than tour or five leagues fifem land. ^ , 

Froito the fan! Wednefday until Saturday following we ^ i gralt iaiad fiwlll' t&« 

‘ ’ canfed 116 to rtm E. N. £. on which day ewftt' to diftetlt parts, 

8 Newfot 
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Newfoundland, between the granges and the double cape : there began great ilormy 
winds coming from the eaft with great 'rage : wherefore we coafted the cape N. N, W. 
to f^ch the northern parts, which is (as we have faid) all environed with illands ; and 
being near the faid iflands and land, the wind turned into the fouth, which brought us 
•within the faid gulfe, fo that the next day, being the 9th of Auguft, we by the grace of 
God entered within the White Sand^. And this is fo much as we have difcovered. After 
that upon the 15th of AugufLjve altogether departed from the port of White Sands, 
and with a happy and a prof^^us weather, we came into the middle of the fea, that is 
between Newfoundland and Britany. In which place we were tofled and turmoiled 
ttiree days long with great ftorms and windy tempefts comii^ from the e^, which with 
the aid and afliftance of God we fuffered : then had we tor weather,* and upon the 
5 th of September, in the faid year, we came to the port of S. Malo whence we 
dqiarted. 
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A SHOUT AND BRIKF NARRATION 

OP THE 

NAVIGATION MADE BY THE COMMANDMENT OF THE KING OF FRANCE. 

TO THE 

ISLANDS OF CANADA, HOCHELAGA, SAGUENAY, AND DIVERS 
OTHERS, WHICH NOW ARE CALLED Mw FRANCE ; 

WITH THE 1 ARTICULAR CUSTOMS AND MANiriERS OF THE INHABITANTS THEREIN.* 

TN the year of our Lord 1535, upon Whitfunday, being the i6th of May, by the 
commandment of our Captain James Cartier, and with a common accord, in the 
cathedral church of S. Malo, we devoutly each one confeffed ourfelves, and received 
the facramcnt : and all entering into the choir of the faid church, we prefented our- 
felves before the reverend father in Chrift, the Lord Bilhop of S. Malo, who blefled 
us all, being in his bilhop’s robes. The Wednefday following, being the 19th of 
May, there arofc a good gale of wind, and therefore we hoifted fail with three fhips, 
that is to fay, the Great Hermina, being in burthen, about 100 or 120 ton, wherein 
the aforefaid Captain James Cartier was general, and Mafter Thomas Frofmont chief 
mailer, accompanied with Mafter Claudius de Pont Briand, fon to the Lord of 
Montceucll, and cup-bearer to the dauphin of France, Charles of Pomeraces, John 
Powlet, and other gentlemen. In the fecond Ihip called the Little Hermina, being of 
three-fcore ton burthen, were Captains, under the faid Cartier, Mace Salobert, and 
Mafter, William Marie. In the third Ihip called the Hermerillon, being of 40 ton in 
burthen, were Captains M. William Britton and M. James Maingare. So we failed 
TOth a good and pfofperous wind, until the 20th of the faid month, at which time the 
weather turned into ftorms and tempefts, the which with contrary winds and darknefs, 
endured fo long, that our Ihips being without any reft, fullered as much as any fliips 
that ever went on feas : fo that the 25th of June, by reafon of that foul and foggy 
weather, all our Ihips loft fight of one another again till we came to Newfoundland, 
where we appointed to meet. After we had loft one another, we in the general’s Ihip 
were with contrary winds toft to and firo on the fea, until the 7th of July, upon which 
day we arrived at Newfoundland, and came to the ifland called the llland of Birds, 
which lyeth from the main land 14 leagues. This ifland is fo full of birds, that all our 
Ihips might have been freighted with them, and yet from the great number that there is, 
it would notfeem that any were taken away. We to victual ourfelves filled fwo boats 
of them. This ifland hath the pole elevated 49 deg. 40 min. Upon the 8th of the 
faid month we failed further, and with, a profperous weather came to the port called 
the Port of White Sands, that is in the Bay called the Bay of Caftels, where we had 
purpofed to meet and ftay together the 15th of the faid montli. In thiy)lace therefore 
we looked for our fellows, that is to fay, the bther two fhipe> till the irnk, on which' 

* Hakluyt, iii. 212. 
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day both came together. So foon as our fellows were come we fet our IhJps in a readi- 
nefs, taking in water, wood, and other neceflaries, and then on the 29th of the faid 
month, we hoifted fail to pafs on further, and failing along the northern coaft, that 
runneth |^.£» fundet or thereabouts, then we crofted 

along tdkiflan<^ | j|pg^ forth than the others, which we called 

S.''Willun8 20 leagues or more from the port of Breft. 

All theaH^^^^^^^omebt^n^t place lyeth eaft and weft, N.£. and S. W- having 
betwcen|^ji||ll^ '|B|^j£bnaHlto^^^ barren and full of ftones, without either earth 
or -trees The next day being the 30th of July, we failed 
on weftlMl|^H||M''pimjBi^^ - which as yet we had not found, 12 leagues and 

a half: E||§tey bay towards the north, all full of illands and great 

creeks, £p. be : them we named S. Martha's Iflands, 

from wI^^^HHH|^||U^ ftind the fea, there is a dangerous ftiallow, wherein 

are five SaPlSl^^'e-IQ^ds about feven leagues, as you pafs into 

the faidlH^BHIlllll andf^w to which we came the faid day, about 

an 'liii^^.^i^ti} morning we failed about 15 leagues 

tSa^l^'iF^^iE^llit'named S. German’s Iftand, fouth-eaftward, 
froiiih wi^^^H||HH|S|hee very dangerous ftiallow. Likewife be- 

^[ffl batth&^jlTOut two leagues from the faid iftands, there 
fyeth a w^M ^ter is but four fathom deep, and there- 
fore ^^1 went no further that night. The 

next daMM^MHIlft' <^juinM|j |gifa the coaft that runneth eaft and weft, 

and fom^^B|^Kcg^riy;Ay^jBKliilil M ^oned about with iflands and dry fands. 






fo tlte. faid iftands is about 17 lea^s aada: half, 
i^.^ound full of huge and high trera, albeit 
fands, without any fign or flipw of har- 
peT^|iEpniot, trendeth N. W. about feven leagues from 

i Ca^''|niiefa>Qt'.'.t8fo noted in our former voyage, and there- 
Sght aM'W.N. W. till it was day, and then the wind 
sbre li^^wwent to feek a haven, wherein we might harbour our 
for our purpofe about feven leagues and a half be- 
[itM wfe named S. Nicholas Haven ; it lyeth amid ft four iftands 
^|M|jd|||yne||B^ we for a token fet up a wooden crofs. But 

£. and then bending toward 

and within the ha'Vie{ip''^'im^, 
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The 1 2th of the faid month we went from the faid S. Laurence’s Bay, or gulfe, failing 
weftward, and dfcovered a cape of land towarij the fouth, that runneth weft and by 
fouth, diftant from the faid S. Laurence’s Bay about 25 leagues. , 

And of the two wild men we took in our former voyage, it was told ns, that this 
was part of the fouthern ebaft, and that there was an ifland, on the foutherly part of 
which, is the way to go from Honguedo (where tjie year before we hud taken them.), 
to flanada, and that two days journey from the faid cape and ifland, began the king- 
dom of Saguenay, on the north ihore extending towards Canada ; and about three 
leagues athwart the faid cape, there is 100 fethom water. Moreover, I believe there 
were never fo many whales feen as we faw that day about the faid cape. 

The next day, the 1 5th, having paffed the ftreight, we had notice of certain litftds 
that we left towards the fouth, which lands are full of very great an4 high hills, and 
this cape we named the Ifland of the Aflumption ; and one ’cape of the find high coun- 
tries, lyeth L.N. E. and W. S. W. the dillance between which is about 25 leagues. 
The countries lying north may plainly be perceived to be higher than the foutherly, 
more than 30 leagues in length. • 

We trended the faid lands about towards the fouth : from the laid day MWlfeFnefday 
noon following, the wind came weft, and therefore we bended towards pnr* 

pofing to go and lee the land that we before had fpied. 

Being arrived there we found the faid lands, as it were, joined togedijer and low 
towards the fea. And the northerly mountains that are upon the laid loaf lands ftretch 
eaft and well, and a quarter of the fouth. Our wild men told us,* that the^ was the 
beginning of Saguenay, and that it wgs land inhabited, and that thence cometh the red 
copper, of them named Caignetdaze. 

'I’hpre is between the foutherly lands and the northerly, about 30 leagues diftance, 
and more than 200 fathom depth. The faid men did moreover certify unto us, that 
there was the way and beginning of the great river of Hochelaga, and ready way to 
Canada, which river the farther it went, the narrower it came, even unto Canada, and 
that then there was frelh water, which went fo far upwards, that they had never heard 
of any man who hail gone to the head of it, and that there iSno other paflage but with 
fmall boats. Our captain hearing their talk, and how they did affirm no other paflage 
to be there, would not at that time proceed any farther, till he had feen and noted the 
other lands and coaft tow.irds the north, which he had omitted to fee from S. Lau- 
rence’s Gulfe, becaufe he would know if between the lands towards the north any 
paflage might be difeovered. 

Upon the 28th of Auguft, our captain caufed lus Ihips to wind back and b^nd toward 
the other fhore ; fo that we trended the faid northerly coaft, which runntlt^ iN- E. and 
S. W. being fafliioncd like unto half a bow, aod is very high land, but 
as that on the fouth parts. 'Hie nent day we came to fevtffi HlBry hi|g}r ’UtM wldotl 
we named the Round Iflands.' Thefc iflands are diftant from the fouth fltorolflxMft 40 
leagues, and ftretch out into the ^ about three or four leagues. Agabft there 
are goodly low ’grounds to be feen iptl'Of goodly trees, which we on the with our 
boats compafled about. < ^ 

Overthwait thefe lands there arc divers fandy (halves, more than the 

fea, very dangerous, which at low wat^r remain almoft dry. At-lJUe rotllwl* hounds 
of thefe low iflands, that contain about ten leagues, there ht a of frelh water that 
with iuch fwiftnefs runneth into the fea, that for the fpace lqngt||lwthift it, the 

water is as frelh as any fountain water. We wifo our boM^'H£w|pd ihP ll!e faid riv^, 
at the entrance of which we found about one frthom J atl iMijnMie wtuier* Tihere are ill 
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this river many fiflies (haped like horfes, which, as our wild men told, us, all the day 
long lie in the water, and the night on land: of which we faw therein a great 
number. 

The next day, being the 21ft of the month, by break of day we hoifted fail, and 
failed fo long along the faid coaft, that we had fight of the reft of the faid northern 
'cdaft, which as yet we had not feenj and of the Ifland of the Aflumption which we 
went to difcover, departing from the faid land : which thing fo done as we had done, 
and that we were certified no other paflage to be there, we came to our fliips again, 
which wc had left at the faid iflands, where is a good harbour, the water being about 
nine or ten fathom. 

In the fame place by reafon of contrary winds and foggy mifts, we were conftrained 
today, not being able either to come out of it, or hoiftfail, till the 24th of the month. 
On which day we departed and came to a haven on the foutherly coaft, about 80 leagues 
from the faid iflands. 

This haven is over-againft three flat iflands that lie amidft the river, becayfe on the 
midway between thofc iflands and the faid haven towdrd the north there is ’a very great 
river, that runneth between the high and low lands, and more than three leagues into 
the fea it hath many (helves, and there is not altogether two fathom water ; fo that the 
place is very dangerous: and near unto the faid flielves there is either 15 or 20 fathom 
from fhore to (horc. All the northerly coaft runneth N. E. by N. and S. W. by S. 
The faid haven wherein we ftaid on the fouth fide, is as it were, but a fliiice of the 
waters that rife by the flood, and but of fmall account : we named them S. John’s Iflets, 
becaufe we found them and entered into them, the day of the beheading of that faint. 
And before you come to the faid haven, there is an ifland lying eaftward, about five 
leagues diftant from the fame, between which and the land there is no paflfage only for 
fmall boats. The haven of S. John’s Iflets dryeth up all the waters that rife by flowing, 
although they flow two fathom at the lead. 

The beft place to harbour fliips therein, is on the fouth part of a little ifland that is 
over-againft the faid haven, whereby the bank or (hore of the ifland rifeth. 

Upon the firft of September we de|)artcd out of the faid haven, purpofing to go 
towards Canada, and about 15 leagues from it towards the W. and W.S.W. amidft 
the river there are three iflands, ovcr-agaluft the which there is a river«that runneth fwift, 
and is of a great depth, and is that w hich leadeth and runneth into the country and 
kingdom of Saguenay, as by llie two wild men of Canada it was told us. I’his river 
palTeth and runneth along very high and fteep hills of bare (lone, where very little earth 
is, and notwithftanding there is great quantity of fundry forts of trees, that grow in the 
faid bare ftones, even as upon good and fertile ground, in fuch fort that we have feen 
fomefo great, as well would fuflice to make a maft for a fliip 30 ton burthen, and as 
green as poflibly can be, growing in a ftoney rock without any earth at all. 

At the entrance of the faiil river we met with four boats full of wild men, which, as 
far as we could perceive, very fearfully came toward us, fo that fome^ of them went 
back again, and the other came as near us as eafily they might hear and underftand one 
of our wild men, who told them his name, and then took acquaintance of them, upon 
v/hofe word they came to us. 

The next day, the 2d September, we came out of the faid river to go to Canada, and 
by reafon of the fea’s flowing, the tide was very fwift and dangerous, for that on the 
-fiSlith part of it*there lie two iflands, about which more than three leagues compafe, lie 
many rocks and great^ones, and but two fathom water : and the flowing amidft thofe 
iflands is very unoonftant and doubtful, fo that if it had not been for our boats, we 
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lad been in great danger to lofe our pinnace : and coafting along the liud dry fand^ 
here is more than 30 fathom water. * 

About five leagues beyond the river of Saguenay S. W. there is another ifland on the 
lorth fide, vi^herein are certain high lands, and thereabouts we thought to have caft 
inchor, on purpofe to ftay the next tide, but we could found no ground in 120 fathom,*, 
vithin a flight Ihoot from fliore ; fo that we were co^ftrained to wind back to the faid 
fland, where we founded again and found 35 fathom. 

The next morning we hoifted fail and went thence, failing further on, where we 
lad notice of a certain kind of fifti never before of any man feen or known ; they are 
ibout the bignefs of«a porpoife, yet nothing like them, of body very well proportioned, 
Iteaved like greyhounds, altogether as white as fnow without any fpot ; within which 
river there is great quantity of them : they do live altogether* between the fea and the 
iVelh water. Thefe people of the country call them Adhothuys; they told us that they 
be very iavory and good to be eaten. Moreover they affirm none to be found elfewhere 
but in the mouth oi that river. 

The 6th of the month, the weather being calm and fair, we went about fifteen leagues 
more upward into the river, and there lighted on an ifland that looketh nordiward, 
and it maketh a little haven or creek wherein are many and innumerable great tortoifes, 
continually lying about that ifland. 'fhere are likewife great quantities of the laid Adho- 
thuys, taken by the inhabitants of the country, and there is as great a current in that 
place as is at Bordeux in France, at every tide, 'i'his Ifland is in ftngth about three 
leagues, and in breadth two, and is a goodly and fertile plot of ground, replenilhed 
with many goodly and great trees of many forts ; among the reft there are many filbert 
trees, which we found hanging full of them, fomewhat bigger and better in favour than 
ours, but fornewhai. harder ; and therefore we called it the Ifland of Filberts. 

The 7th of the month, being our Latly’s even, after fervice we went from that 
ifland, to go up higher into the river, ami came to fourteen iflands, feven or eight 
leagues from the llland of Filberts, where the country of Canada beginneth, one of 
which iflands is ten leagues in length, aod five in breadth, greatly inhabited by fuch men 
as only live by filhing of fuch fort of lidies as the river allbrdcth, according to the 
feafon of them. 

After we had caft anchor between the faid great ifland and tho northerly coaft, we 
went on land and took our two wild men with us, meeting with many of thofe country 
people, who would not at all approach unto us, but rather fled from us, until our 
two men began to fpcak unto them, telling them that they were Taignoagny and 
Domagaia, who lb foon as they had taken acquaintance of them, began greatly to re- 
joice, dancing and fliewing many Ibris of ceremonies : and many of the chiefeft of them 
came to our boats, and brought many eels and other forts of fillies, with two or three 
burdens of great millet, wherewith they made their bread, and many great mulk 
melons. The fame day came alfo many other boats, full of thofe countrymen and 
women, to fee an4 take acquaintance of our two men, all which were as courteoufly 
received and entertained of our captain, as poftibly could be : and to have them the 
better acquainted wjib him, and make them his friends, he gave them many fmall gifts, 
but of fmall value ; neverthelefs they werjf greatly contented with them. • 

Xhe next day following, the Lord of Canada (whole proper name was Dounaepna, 
but by the name of lord, they called him Agouhanna) witli twelve boa ts,*caTne to our 
Ihip,' a^mpanied with many other people, who caufing ten of his boats go back 
wim thV Other two, approached unto us with fixteen men. Then bd|an ^he Agouhanna 
ovor-againft the ftnall^ of our ihips, according to their manner .'.ntl falbion to frame % 

8 ' long 
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long oration, moving all his body and members after a ftrange felhion, which thing is 
a ceremony and ftgn of gladnefs and* fecurity among them ; and then coming to the 

general’s (Iiip where Taignoagny and Domagaia were, he fpake with them and they 

with him, where they began to tell and Ihew unto him what they held feen in hiance, 

I (tind what good entcTtainment they had had : hearing which things^ the faid lord 
^Q'be very gl'id thereof, ai\d prayed our captain to reach him his arm, that he 
might kifsit, which thing lie did : their lord taking it, laid it about his neck, for fo . 
they ufed to do when they will make much of one. Then our captain entered into 
Agouhanna’s boat, and caufing bread and wine to be brought to make the faid lord and 
his company to eat and drink, which thing they did, and were grently ^liereby content 
and fatisfied. Our captain for that time gave them nothing, bccaule he looked for a 

fitter opportunitv. • 1 1. r • 1 1 . 

'rhcle things being done, each one took leave of others, and the laid lord went 

with his boats again to the place of his abo le. Our captain then caufed our boats to 
be fet in order, that with the next tide he might gy up higher into the river, to find 
fome fafe harbour for our (hips ; and we palled up the river againft thet Itream about 
ten leagues, coalling the faid ifiand, at the end whereof we found a goodly and plea- 
fimt found, wlu're is a little river and haven, where by realon of the flood there is 
about three fathom water. This place feemed very fit and^ commodious to harbour 
our fliips in, and fo we did very fiifely; we named it thelloly Crofs (Santa Croix) for on 
that day we came? thither. Near unto it there is a village, whereof Douiiacona is lord, 
and there he keepeth his abode t it is called Stadacona, as goodly a plot of ground as 
pollibly may be feen, and therewithal very fruitful, full of goodly trees even as in France, 
luch as oaks, elms, aflies, walnut-trees, maple-trees, cy drons, vines, and white thoi iis, that 
brin'T forth fruit as big as any damfons, and many other forts of trees, under which 
greweth as fair tall hemp as any in France, without any Iced, or any man s work or 

labour at all. . . ^ r r • • 1 

Having confidered the place, and finding it fit for our purpofe, our captain with- 

drew himfelf on purpofe to return to our lliips ; but behold as we were coming out of 
the river, we met coming agaiufl us, one of the lords ol tlie l.ud village of Stadacona, 
accompanied with many others as men, women, and ciiiidri' i, wno aiier the fafliion of' 
their country, in fign of mirth and jny, began to make a king oiaiion, the women 
flill finging and dancing up to rhe knees in water. Our captain knowing tiieir good 
will and kindnefs towards us, caufed the boat wliereln they wei;p to come unto him, 
and vave them certain trifles, as knives and beads of glals, wliereat they were marvel- 
lous glad, for being gone about three leagues from them, lor the pleafure they con- 
ceived of our coming, we might hear them fmg, and fee uioiii dance for all they 

were fo far. . . . 

After WG were conic with our boEts uiiU) our iliij) 3^3.111, oui cEptnin CEulcci our 

bErhs to be niEdc rcEcly to ^o on IeiicI in the ihid illEiid^ to note the trees thEt in fhew 
feemed fo fair, and to confider the nature and quality of it f which thing we did 
and found it full of goodly trees like to ours. Alfo we faw many goodly vines, a 
riiinf not of us feen before in thole countries, and therefore we, named it Bacchus 
Ifland It is in length about twelve leagues,, in light very pleafant, but full of woods, 
no part of it manured, unlefs it be in certain places, were a few cottages be, for fiflier’s 
dwellings, ar. before we have faid. The next day we departed with our fliips to 
bring tMm to, the place of the Holy Crofs j and the 14th of that month wp came 
thither, and the l 5 rd Dounacona, Taignoagny and Domagaia, with twenty-five boats 
full of thofe people'came to meet us, coming from the place whence we were come, 
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and going towards Sfadacona, where their abidirg is, and al! came to our 
fhewing lundry and divers geftures of gladntfs and mirth, except thc'fe two that we 
had brought, to wit, Taignoagny ;ind Domagaia, who feemed to hav(? al , r : J and 
changed their mind and purpofe, for by no means would they come unto < nr H ips, 
albeit fundry times they were earneftly defired to do it, whereupon we began t.> mif- 
truft fomewhat. Our captain alked them if according to promife they would g > wjth 
him to llochelaga ; they anfwered vea, for fo they had purpofed, and then e;u h one 
withdrew hirafelf. The next day, the 1 5th, our captain went on ihore, to caufe certain 
poles and pikes to be driven into the water and fet up, that the better and fafelier we 
might harbour our fliips there : and many of thofe country people came to meet us 
there, among whome was Dounacona and our two men, with the red of their company, 
who kept-themfelvcs afule, under a point or nook of land is upon the Ihore of a 
certain river, and no one of them came unto us, as the otlier did that were not on their 
fide. Our captain undc^rdanding that they were there, commanded part of our men 
to follow, him, and he went to the faid point where he found the faid Dounacona, 
Taignoagny ,Doraagaia, and divers others, and after falutations given on each fide, Taig- 
noagny fettled himfelf foremod to fpcak to our captain, faying that the lord Dounacona 
did greatly grieve and forrow that our captain and his men did wear warlike weapons, 
and they not. Our captain anfwered, that albeit it did grieve them, yet would he not 
leave them off, and that (as he knew) it was the manner of France. Hut for all thefe 
words our captain and Dounacona left not off to fpeak one to tyiother, and friendly 
to entertain one another. I'hen did we perceive that whatfoever Taignoagny fpake, 
was only long of himfelf and of his lellow, for that before they departed thence, our 
captain and Dounacona entered into a marvellous dedfad league of friendfliip, where- 
upon all his people at once with a loud voice, cad out thrc*e great cries (a horrible 
thing to hear), and each one having taken leave of the other for that day, we went 
aboard again. 

The day following we brought our two great lliips within the river and harbour, 
where the W'aters being at the highed are three fathom deep, and at the lowed but half 
a fathom. We left our pinnace without the road to the end we might bring it to 
Hochelaga. So foon as we had fafely placed our Ihips, behold we faw Dounacona, 
Taignoagny, and Domagaia, with more than 500 perfons, men. women, and children, 
and the laid lord, with ten or twelve of the chiefed of the coutttry came aboard of our 
Ihips, who were all courteoufly received, and friendly entertained of our captain and 
of all of us : and divers gifts of fmall value were given them. Then did Taignoagny tell 
our captain that his lord did greatly forrow that he would go to Hochelaga, and that 
he would not by any means permit that any of them fhould go with him, hecaufe the 
river was of no importance. Our captain anfwered him that for all his faying, he 
would not leave off his going thither, if by any means it were poffible, for that he 
was commanded by his king, to go as far as poffibly he could ; tha: if he (Taignoagny) 
would go with,hiriias he had promifed, he diould be very well entertained, befides 
that he fhould have fuch a gift given him, as he fliould well content himfelf: for he 
[hould do nothing elfe but go with him to Hochelaga and coayi again. To whom 
Taignoagny anfwered, that he would nqt by any means go; and thereupon they foddenly 
returned to their houfes- 

The next day, being the iyth of September, Dounacona and his co^rrt|)any returned 
even, •as at the firft, and brought with him* many eels, with fundry iOrts of other* 
fifties, whereof they take great ftore in the faid river, as more largely hereafter Ihall- be 
ftiew^. And as won as they were come to our Ihips, according to \heir wonted wfe. 
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they began to fing and dance. This done, Dounacona caufed all his people to be fe 
on the one fide, then making a rouml cK'cle upon the fand, lie caufed ojur captain, with 
all his peop\fe to enter thereinto ; then he began to make a long oration, holding in 
one of his .hands a maiden child of ten or twelve years old, which he prefented unto 
ouf captain : then fuddenly be gan all his people to make three great llirieks or howls, 
in-fign of joy and league oi friendfhip: prefcmtly upon that he did prefent unto him, 
two other young male children one alter another, In.r younger than the othe at the 
giving of which, even as before, they gave out Ihrieks and howls very loud, with 
other ceremonies ; for which prefents our captain gave the faid lord great and hearty 
thanks. • ^ 

Then Taignoagny told our captain that one of the children was his own brother, 
and that the maiden child v'as daughter unto the faid lord’s own filler, and the pre- 
fents were only given him to the end he Ihould not go to Hochelaga at all : to w'hom 
our captain anfwered, that if tliey were only given him to that intent, it fc he would, 
he Ihould take them again, for that by no means he would leave his going ofl', for as 
much as he was fo commanded of his king. But concerning this Doniagaia told 
our captain that their lord had given him thofe children as a fign and token of good- 
will and fecurity, and that he was contented to go with him to Hochelaga, upon which 
talk great words arofe between Taignoagny and Domagaia, by which we plainly 
perceived that Taignoagny was but a crafty knave, and tliat he intended but mifehief 
and treafon, as well, by this deed, as others that we by him liad fi.'en. After that oui 
captain caufed the faid children to be put in our Ihips, and caufed two fwords and two 
copper bafons, the one wrought the other plain, to be i^rought unto him, and them he 
gave to Dounacona, who was therewith greatly contented, yielding moll hearty thanks 
unto our captain for them, and prefently upon that he commanded all his people to 
fing and dance, and defired our captain to caufe a piece of artil'ery to be fhot off, be- 
caufe Taignoagny and Domagaia made great brags ol it, and liad tv^ld them marvellous 
things, and alfo becaufe they had never heard nor feen any before : to whom our 
captain anfwered, that he was content, and by tmd by he cornmarde'^ h' iiien to Ihoot 
oil twel e cannons charged with bullets, into the woor' that wa' hard by thofe people 
and Ihips, at whole noife they were greatly allonilhed and amazed; for they thought 
that heaven had fallen upon them, and put thcmlelves to flight, howling, crying, and 
flirieking, fo tlrat it feemed hell had broken loofe. But before we went thence, Taig- 
noagny caufed other men to tell us, that thofe men which we had left in our pinnace 
in the road, had flain two men of their company, with a piece of ordnance that they had 
Ihot olF, whereupon the rell had put themfelves all to flight, as though they Ihould 
all have been flain : which afterwards we I'ound untrue, bccaufe our men had not flrot 
off any piece at all that day. 

The next day, being the 1 8 th of September, thefc men Hill endeavoured themfelves 
to feek all poffible means to hinder and let our going to Hochelaga, and devifed a 
pretty guile as hereafter fliall be fliewed. They wont and dreffed ♦hree^nen like devils, 
being wrapped in dogs Ikins, white and black, their faces befraeared as black as any 
coals, with horns on their heads more than a yard 1 ng, and caufed them fecretly to be 
put in one of their boats, but came not near flaps as they were wont to do, for 
they lay hidden within the wood for the fpace of two hours, looking for the tide, to 
4he end the bogt where the devils were, might approach arid come near us, which, when 
* ‘ime was, aame, and all the reft ifl'ued otit of the wood, coming to us, but yet not "fo 
were w*»t to do. There began Taignoagny to falute our c:q)tain, who 
'"linn, iiihe ‘would have the boat to come for him j he anfwered, not for that time, 

but 
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but after a while he would come unto our Ihips ; then j. refc-ntly came that boat rufhin^ 
out, wherein the three counterfeit d(.;vils wore, \vith futh long horns on their heads, 
and the middlemoft came making a long oration and pafTcd along our ifiips without 
turning or looking towards us, but with the Itoat went toward the land. Then did 
Dounacona with all his people purfue them, and lay hold on the boat and devils, wIm^ 
fo foon as the men were come to thein, ieil proiltate in the boat, even as if tliey hud 
been dead : then were they taken uj) and carried into the wtKHl, not one flaying ht ltiiivl 
with us, where being, they began to make a long difeourfo, fo loud that we might heat 
them in our fhips, wh’ .1 lalte ' abouc hall an hour, and being ended wo begat, to cfpy 
Taignoagny, and Womagaia coming towards ns, liolding tlicir hands upwards joined 
together, carrying ‘heir hats undej- 'hnsr upper garments, Ihewing a great admiration, 
and Taignoagn-’ jooki..g uu to heav‘-n, cried three times, Jefiis, Jefus, Jefus, and Do- 
magaia doing as ..is follow haa done oefore, cried, Jefus, Maria, James Carthier. Our 
captain bearing iiim and feeing their gcilurcs attd c'Tcmanies, alked of them what they 
ailed, and .what was hrjtpcned 'i chanced anew, ♦^hey anfwercd that there were very* 
ill tidings bel* 'Jen, laying in Frencli, ivVffw'i// il that is to fay, it was not gcod : oiU" 
capfain af.<»d tliem again what it as ; then anfwered they, that their god Cudruaigny 
Itao iken ir ^ lochelaga, and tha*^ lie hau font thofe three men to fhew unto them, 
that there was fc. mar' icr and fnow in that country, that whofoever went thither fhould 
H'iiich words when we h' ird, we laughed and mocked them, faying, that their 
god Cudruaigny s h it a i<i ! and a noddy, for he knew not w'kat he did or faid ; 
then bade we them Umv his melTengers from us, that Chiift would defend them from 
all cold, if they would believe in him. Then did tl.ey afk of our captain if he had 
fpoken with Jefus : he anfwered, 00, uiit that his priefts had, aiid> that he had told 
them, that they iliouid have fair weather ; which words when they ha heard they 
thanked our captain, and departed tow rds the wood to tell thofe i.ews unto their 
fellow's, who fudd iil came all rulhing out of tlie wood, ‘eeming to be very glad for 
thofe words our captain h lu fpokcp and to mc'vthat thereby tliey had, and felt great 
joy, fofoon as diey v'cre befoie o- ■ '•'.pj toe/ altogether gave out three great fhrieks, 
and thereupon be .;au to hug and d; . as tiny won; wont to do. Tut for a re'blution 
.of the matter I’aignoagny md D-imagaia .t’d our captain, ,hat their lord Dounacona 
would by no meanrf permit that any 01 tl in ihould go with him to Ilochelaga, unlefs 
he would k .ve him feme hoftage 'o flay with hioo : our captain anfwered to them, 
that if they would not go v ith him with a good will, tliey ihould flay, but that for all 
them he would not leave oil hie jo iriiey thither. 

The next day being the 19th ofScptemhcr we hoifled foil, and with our pinnace 
and two boats departed to go up the river witli the Hood; whore on both fiiores of it 
we began to fee as goodly a country as pollibh’ can e’er with eye be feen : all re- 
pleniflied with very goodly trees, and vines laden as lull of grapes as could be ail along 
the river, which rather feemed n be p' in.td ' v man’s Jia’nd than otherwife. True it 
is, that beraufo they aie not drt led and wrought as they fhould be, their bunches of 
grapes a - not lb great nor fweet as ;)ur . Allb we law all along the river many 
houfes inhabited by fifhers, whic’ fake all khid; of fillies, and they came 'with as great 
familiarity and kindnefo unto us, as i ~ had been their countrymen, and brought 
us great ftoreof iilh, with o .o' ^(ch things as they had, which we exchanged wdth 
them for other wares, who lifti g up their hands towards heaven, g^v^ many figns 
of joy.* 

"We flayed at a place called Hochelai, about 25 leagues fronfCsmada, where the 
river waxeth very-narrow, and runneth very fwilt, wherefore it is very dangerous, not 
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only for that, but alfo for certain great ftones that are therein : many boats and barks cam* 
unto us, in one of which came one of the chief lords of the country, matog a long 
difcourfe, who being cotne near us did by evident figns and geftures ftew us, that the 
higher the river went, the more dangerous it was, and bade us take heed of ourfelves. 
.The feid lord prefented and gave, unto our captain, two of his own children, of which 
our captain took one, being a wench of feven or eight years old ; the man child he 
gave him again, becaufe it was too young, for it was but two or three years old. Gur 
captain as friendly and courteoufly as he could, did entertain and receive the faid lord 
and his company, giving them certain fmall trifles, and fo they departed toward the 
Ihorc again. Afterward the faid lord and his wife came unto Canady to vilit his 
daughter, bringing unto our captain certain fmall prefents. 

From the 19th until the*28th of September, we failed up along the faid river, never 
lofing one hour of time ; all which time we faw as goodly and plcafant a country as 
polflble can be wifhed for ; full (as we have faid before) of all forts of goodly trees, 
that is to fay, oaks, elms, walnut trees, cedars, firs, alhes, box, willows, and great ftore 
of vines, all as full of grapes as could be, fo that if any of our fellows wdnt on lliore, 
they came home laden with them : there are likewife many cranes, fwans, geefe, ducks, 
pheafants, partridges, thruflies, blackbirds, turtles, finches, redbreafls, nightingales, 
I'parrows of divers kinds, with many other forts of birds even as in France, and great 
plenty and ftore. 

. Upon the 28th of September, we came to a great wide lake in the middle of the 
river five or fix leagues broad and twelve long ; all that day we went againft the tide, 
having but two fathom water, ftill keeping the faid fcantling : being come to one of 
the heads of the lake, we could efpy no palTage or going out, nay, rather it feemed to 
have been clofed and fliut up round about, and there was but a fiithom and a half of 
water, little more or lefs. And therefore we were conftrained to caft anchor, and to 
ftay with our pinnace, and went with our two boats to feek fome going out, and in 
one place we found four or five branches, which out of the river come into the lake, 
and they came from Hochelaga. But in the faid branches, bccaufe of the great 
fiercenels and fwiftnefs wherewith they break out, and the courfe of the water, they 
make certain bars and fhoals, and at that time there was but a fathom water. 

Thofe flioals being pafled, we found four or five fathom, and as fer as we could per- 
ceive by the flood, it was that time of the year that the waters are loweft, for at other 
times they flow higher by three fathom. All thefe four or five branches dcrcompafs about 
five or fix iflands very pleafant, which make the head of the lake : about fifteen leagues 
beyond they do all come into one. 

I'hat day we landed in one of the faid iflands, and met with five men, that were 
hunting of wild hearts, who as freely and familiarly came to our boats without any fear, 
as if we had ever been brought up together. Our boats being fomewhat near the 
Ihorc, one of them took our captain in his arms, and carried him on fhore, and lightly 
and as eafily as if he had been a child of five years old ; fo ftrong and fturdy was this 
fellow. ' We found that they had a great heap of wild rats that live in the water, as 
big as a coney, and very good to eat, which they gave unto our captain, who for a 
recompence gave them knives and glafs beads* We afked them in figns if that was 
the way to Hochelaga, they anfwcred yea, and that we had yet three days failing 
''"thither. « 

The ne<t day our .captain, feeing thaf for that time it was not poflTible for bur pinnace 
to go on any iarthdl', he caufed our boats to be made ready, and as much munition 

* and 



THS ISLANDS OF NEWT FILANCB. 


and vlduals to he put in them, as they could well bear : he departed with them, ac- 
companied with many gentlemen, that is to fay,*Cladius of Ponte Briand, Cupbearer to 
the Lord Dauphin of France, Charles of Pomeraye, John Govion, John Powlet, with 
twenty-eight mariners, and Mace Tallobert, and William Briton, who had the charge 
under the captain of the other two fliips, to go up as far as they could into that rivey: 
we failed with good and profperous weather until ‘the 2d Odlober, on which day we 
came to the town of Hochelaga, dillant from the place where we had left our pinnace 
45 leagues. In which place of Hochelaga, and all the way we w^ent, we met with 
many of thdfe countrymen, who brought us fifli and fuch other viftuals as they had, 
ftill dancing ^d greatly rejoicing at our coming. Our captain to lure them in, and 
to keep them our friends, to recompence them gave them knives, beads, and fuch fmall 
trifles, wherewith they were greatly latisfied. . 

So foon as we were come near Hochelaga, there came to meet us above 1006 
perfons, men, women, and children ; who afterward did as friendly and merrily enter- 
tain and receive us, as any father, would do ^his child, which he had not of long time 
feen, the meil dancing on one fide, the women on another, and likevnfe the children on 
another : after that they brought us great ftore of fifh, and of their bread made of 
millet, calling them into our boats fo thick, that you would have thought it to fall from 
heaven : which when our captain faw, he with many of his company went on fliore : 
fo foon as ever we were a-land, they came clullering about us, making very much of 
us, bringing their young children in their arms, only to have our oaptain and his com- 
pany to touch them, making figns and Ihews of great mirth and gladnefs, that lailed 
more than half an hour. Our captain feeing their loving kindnefs and entertainment 
of us, caufed all the women orderly to be fet in array, and gave them beads made of 
tin, and other fucii fmall trifles, and to fome of the men he gave knives : then he 
returned to the boats to fupper, and fo pafled that night, all which while all thofe 
people Hood on the lliore as near our boats as they might, making great fires, and 
dancing very merrily, Itill crying Agumze, which in their tongue fignifies mirth 
and fafety. 

Our captain the next day very early in the morning, having very gorgeoufly attired 
himfelf, caufed all his company to be fet in order, to go to fee the town and habitation 
of thofe people, aild a certain mountain that is fomewhat near the city : with whom 
went alfo five gentlemen and 20 mariners, leaving the reft to keep and look to our 
boats : we took with us three men of Hochelaga to bring us to the place. All along as 
we went we found the way as well beaten and frequented as can be, the faireft and 
beft country that poffibly can be feen, full of as goodly great oaks as are in any wood 
in France, under which the ground was all covered over with fair acorns. 

After we had gone about four or five miles, we met by the way one of the chiefeft lords 
of the city,accompanied with many more, who fo foon as he faw us, beckoned and made 
figps upon us, that we muft reft us in that place'where they had made a great fire, and fo 
we did. After that we had refted ourfelves there a w'hile, thefaid lord began to make along 
difeourfe, even as we have faid above, they are accuftomed to do in fign of mirth and 
friendfliip, fhewing our captain and all his company a joyful countenance Imd good will, 
who gave him two hatchets, a pair of kgives, and a crofs which he made him .to kifs, 
and then put it about his neck, for which he gave our captain hearty thanks. This 
done we went along, and about a mile and a half further, we began to fijfd goodly, and _ 
large fields, full of fuch com as the country yieldeth : it is even as the miUci of Brafil, 
as great and ibmewhat bigger than fmall peafun, wherewith thej^live even as we do, 
with ours. • ' ' . 

In 
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In the midft of thofe fields, is the city of Hochelaga, placed near, apd as it were 
joined to a ^rfeat mountain, that is tilled round about, very fertile on the top of which 
you may fee very far, we^ named it Mount Royal. The city of Hochelaga is round, 
compaffed about with timber, with three courfe of rampires, one within another, 
fi;am^ like a Iharp fpirc, but laid acrofs above : the middlemolt of them is made and 
built as a direft line, but perpendicular. The rampires are framed and falhioned 
with pieces of timber, laid along on the ground, very well and cunningly joined 
together after their falhion : this enclofure is in height about two rods : it hath but one 
gate or entry thereat, which is flmt with piles, ftakes and bars : over it, and alfo in 
many places of the wall, there be places to run along, and ladders to get, up, all full of 
ftones, for the defence of it. 

There are in the town akout 50 houfes, about 50 paces long, and 12 or 15 broad, 
built all of wood, covered over with the bark of the wood as broad as any board, very 
finely and cunningly joined together. Within the faid houfes there are many rooms, 
lodgings, and chambers. In the midft of every ope, there is a great court, in the 
middle whereof they make their fire. They live in common together;' then do the 
hufbands, wives, and children, each one retire themfelves to their chambers. They have 
alfo on the tops of their houfes certain garrets, wherein they keep their corn to make 
their bread withal ; they call it Carraconny, which they make as hereafter lhall follow'. 
They have certain pieces of wood made hollow, like thofe whereon we beat our hemp; 
and with certain betstus of wood, they beat their corn to powder ; then they make pafte 
of it, and of the pafte, cakes or wreaths, then they lay them on a broad and hot ftone,. 
and then cover it with hot ftones, and fo they bake their bread inftead of ovens. They 
make alfo fundry forts of pottage with the faid corn and alfo of peafe and of beans, 
whereof they have great ftore, as alfo writh other fruits, as mulk mellons, and very 
great cucumbers. They have alfo in their houfes certain veffels, as big as any butt or 
ton, wherein they preferve and keep their filh, caufing the fame in fummer to be dried 
in the fun, and live therewith in winter, whereof they make great provifion, as we by 
experience have feen. All their viands and meals are without any favour or fait at all. 
They fleep upon barks of trees laid all along upon the ground, being overfpread with 
the Ikins of certain wild beafts, wherewith they alfo clothe and cover themfelves. The 
thing moft precious that they have in all the world they call Efurgn^ : it is as white as 
any Ihow : they take it in the faid river of Cornibotz in the manner following. When 
any one hath deferved death, or that they take any of their enemies in wars, firft they 
kill him, then with certain knives, they give great flalhes upon their buttocks, flanks, 
thighs, and (boulders ; then they caft the faid body, fo mangled, down' to the bottom 
of the river, in a place where the faid Efurgny is, and there leave it ten, or twelve 
hours, then take it up again, and in the cuts find the faid Efurgny or Carnibotz. Of 
them they made beads, and wear them' about thar necks, even as we do chains of 
gold and filver, accounting it the precioufeft thing in the world. They have this 
virtue and property in them, they will flop or (launch bleeding at the nofe, for we have 
proved ft. ^ 

The people are given to no other exercife, but only to hulbandry and fifliing for their 
fuftenURce: they have no care of any other ■wealth or commodity in this world, for 
they have no knowledge of it, and that is becaufe they never travel and go out of their 
.*fcouiy:ry, as thqfe of Canada, and Sagueiuy do ; albeit the Canadians with eight or nipe 
■ villages mote along that river be fubjeft unto them. * 

So fooR as we wet^come near the town, a great number of the inhabitants thereof, 
came to prefent themfelves before us after their (alhion, making very much of us :• 
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• wa were by our guides brought into the midft of the town. They have in the mid-, 
dlemoft part of their houfes, a large fquare pl&ce, being from fide to Tide a good 
ftone’s caft, whither we were brought, and there with figns were commanded to Itay : 
then fuddenly all the women and maidens of the town, gathered themfelves together, 
part of which had their arms full of young children, and as many as could, (»me,. 
to rub our faces, our arms, and what part of the body foever they could touch, 
.weeping for very joy that they faw us, fhewing us the bed countenance that 
pofiibly they could, defiring us with their figns, that it would pleafe us to couch their 
children. * 

I’hat done, t];ie mten caufed the women to withdraw themfelves back, then they every 
one fat down on the ground round about us, as if they would have ftiewn or rehearfed 
fome comedy or other Ihew : then prefently came the w'omen again, every one bring- 
ing a four-fquare mat in manner of carpets, and fpreading them abroad upon the 
ground in that place they caufed us to fit upon them. That done, the lord or king of the 
country was brought upon nine or Jen mens* lhoulders,(whom in their tongue they call 
Agouhanna), fitting upon a great flag’s (kin, and they laid him down upon the fore- 
faid mat^ near to the captain, every one beckoning unto us that he was their lord 
and king. This Agouhanna was a man about fifty years old ; he was no whit better 
apparelled than any of the reft, only excepted, that he had a certain thing made of the 
Ikins of hedgehogs, like unto a red wreath, and that was inflead of his crown, lie was 
full of the palfy, and his members fhrunk together. » 

After he had with certain figns faluted our captain and all his company, and by 
manifefl tokens bid all welcome, he (hewed his legs and arms to our captain, and with 
figns defired him to touch them, and fo he did, rubbing them with his own hands. 
'I’hcu did Agouhanna take the wreath or crown he had about his head, and gave it unto 
our captain : that done, they brought before him divers difeafed men, fome blind, fome 
cripple, fome lame and impotent, and fome fo old that the hair of their eye-lids came 
down and covered their cheeks, and laid them all along before our captain, to the end 
they might of him be touched \ for it feemed unto them that God was defeended and 
. come down from heaven to heal them. 

• Our captain feeing the mifery and devotion of this poor people, recited the Gofpel 
of St. John, that is to fay, ‘ In the beginning was the word touching every one that 
were difeafed, praying to God that it would pleafe him to open the hearts of this poor 
people, and to make them know his holy word, and that they might receive baptil'm 
and chriflendom : that done he took a fervice book in his hand, and with a loud voice 
read all the palTion of Chrifl, word by word, that all the flanders-by might hear him : 
all which while this poor people kept filence, and were mavvelloufly attentive, lociking 
up to heaven, and imitating us in geflures. Then he caufed the men all orderly to be fet 
on one fide, the women on another, and likewife the children on another; and to 
the chiefefl of them he gave hatchets, to the others knives, and to the women beads, and 
fuch other fmall trifles. Thai where the children were, he caft rings, counters and 
broaches made of tin, whereat they feemed to be very glad. That done^ our'eaptaiu 
commanded trumpets and other mufical inftruments to be founded, which when they 
heard they were very merry. Then w»» took our leave and went to our boat : the 
women feeing that, put themfelves before to flay us, and brought us out of their meats 
thati they had made ready for us, as fifti, pottage, beans, and fuch other things, till- 
ing to \nake us eat and dine in that place: but becaufe the meats had no faVour at all 
offaIt,^we liked them not, but thanked them, and with figns gave^he^ to. underfland 
that we had no need to eat. 


When 
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When we were out of the town divers of the men and women# followed and 
brought us to the top of the forefaid *mountam, which we named Mount Royal*: it is 
about a league from the^ town. When we were on the top of it we might difcern and 
plainly fee 30 leagues about. 

. ,. Ojti the north tide of it there are many hills to be fccn running weft and eaft, and 
as many more on the fouth, amongft and between the which, the country is as fair and 
pleafant ^ pollibly can be feen, being level, fmooth, and very plain, fit to be hufbanded. 
and tilled ; and in the midft of thofc fields we faw the river further up a great way 
than where we had left our boats, where was the greateft and the fwifteft fall of water 
that any where hath been feen, and as great, wide, and large as our figl^J; might difcern, 
going S. W. along three fair and round mountains that we faw, as we judged, about 
1 5 leagues from us. Thofe which brought us thither told and ihewed us, that in the 
faid river there w'ere three fuch falls of water more, as that was where we had left our 
boats ; but becaufe wc could not underftand their language, we could not know how 
far they were one from another. Moreover they fh^wed us with figns that the faid three 
falls being paft, a man might fail the fpace of three months more alorig that river j 
and that along the hills that are on the north fide, there is a great river, which (even 
as the other) cometh from the weft : we thought it to be the river that runneth* through 
the country of Saguenay, and without any fign or queftioH moved or afked of them, 
they took the chain of our captain’s whiftle, which was of filver, and the dagger haft of 
one of our fellow «nariners, hanging on his, being of yellow copper gilt, and fhewed 
us that fuch ftuff came from the faid river, and that there be Agouionda, that is as 
much as to fiiy, an evil people, .who go all armed even to their fingers ends : alfo they 
fhewed us the manner and making of their armour; they are made of cords, and 
wood, finely and cunningly wrought together. 

They gave us alfo to underftand that thofe Agouionda do continually war againft 
one another, but becaufe we did not underftand them well, we could not perceive how 
far* it was to that country. 

Our captain fliewed them red copper, which in their language they call Caignetadze, 
and looking towards that country, with figns afked them if any came from thence ; 
they fhaked their heads ^nfwered no : but they fhewed us that it came from Saguenay,' 
and that lyeth clear contrary to the other. ' ' 

After we had heard and feen thefe things of them, we drew to our boats, accom- 
panied with a great multitude of thofe people : fome of them when as they faw any of 
our fellows weary,would take them up on their fhoulders, and carry them as on horfe- 
back. So foon as we came to our boats wc hoifted fail to go towards our pinnace, 
doubting of fome mifchancc. Our departure grieved and difpleafed them very much, 
for they followed us along the river as far as they could. We went fo faft that on Mon- 
day, being the 4th of Oftober, wc came where our pinnace was. 

On the 5th we hoifted fail, and with our pinnace and boats departed from thence 
towards the province of Canada, to the port of the Holy Crofs, where we had left our 
ihips. ‘The 7th day we came againft a river that cometh from the north, and entered 
into that river, at the entrance whereof are four little iflands full of ftiir and goodly 
trees :"we named that river. The River of Fouetz : but becaufe one of thofe iflands 
ftretcheth itfelf a great wa)^ into the river, our captain at the point of it caufed a goodly 
, «great crofs tp be fet up, and commanded the boats to be made reader, that with, the 
next tide he might go up the faid river, and confider the quality of it, which '(ve did, 
and that day went dp as far as we could ; but becaufe we found it to be of no import- 
ance, and very iballow, we returned and failed down the river. 
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The I ith of O^ober we came to the port of the Holy Crofs, where our fhips were, 
and found that the matters and mariners we had left there, had made and reared a 
trench before the ftiips, altogether clofed with great pieces of timber fet upright, and 
very well fattened together : then had they befet the faid trenth about with pieces of 
artillery and other neceffary things, to ttiield and defend themfelves from the power of 
all the country. . ’• 

So foon as the lord of the country heard of our coming, the next day being the 
1 2 th October he came to vifit us, accompanied with Taignoagiiy, Domagaia and many 
others, fainirig to be very glad of our coming, making much of our captain,- who 
as friendly as he could entertain them, albeit they had not deferved it. Dounacona their 
lord the next ‘day defired our captain to come and fee Canada, which he promifed, 
for on the 1 3tb, he with all his gentlemen and fifty of his mariners very well appointed, 
went to vifit Dounacona and his people about a league from our fliips ; tlit place 
where they make their abode is called Stadacona. 

When w'e were about a ftone’s call; from their houfes, many of the inhabitants came 
to meet us, being all fet in a rank, and (as their cuftom is^ the men all on one fide, 
and the women on the other, ttill dancing and tinging without any ceafing ; and after 
we had tclluted and received one another, our captain gave them knives and fuch other 
ilight things ; then he caufed all the women and children to pafs along before him, 
giving each one a ring of tin, for which they gave him hearty thanks : this done, our 
captain was by Dounacona and Taignoagny brought to fee their ^houfes, which the 
quality confidered ) were very well provided, and ttored with fuch vidluals as the country 
yieldeth, to pafs away the winter withal. 

I’heii they fliew'ed us the Ikins of five mens’ heads, fpread upon boards as w'^e do ufe 
parchment. Dounacona told us that they were Ikins of Toudamani, a people dwell- 
ing towards the fouth, who continually do war againft them. Moreover they told us 
that it was two years paft that thofe 'i’oudamans came to aflault them, yea even into the 
faid river, in an ifland that lyeth over againft Saguenay, were they had in the night 
before, as they were going a war-faring in Hognedo, with 200 perfons, men, women 
and children, who being all aileep In a fort that they had made, they were attaulted by 
.the faid Toudamans, who put fire round-about the fort, and as they would have come 
out of it to fave thtrofelves, they were all flain, only five excepted, who efcaped : for 
which lofs they yet forrowed, (hewing with figns, that one day they would be revenged. 
That done, we came to our Ihips again. 

This people believed no whit in God, but in one whom they .called Cudruaigni : they 
fay that often he fpeaketh with them, and telleth them what weather fliall follow, whe- 
ther good or bad : moreover they fay that when he is angry with them he cafteth dull 
into their eyes : they believe that when they die they go into the ftars, and thence by 
little and little defeend down into the horizon, even as the ftars do, and that then they 
go into certain green fields, full of fair and precious trees, flowers, and fruits. 

After that they had given us thefe thing.s to underftand, we (hewed them their error, 
and told that their Cudruaigni did but deceive them, for he is but a devil, and* an evil 
fpirit ; affirming unto them that there is but one only God, who is in heafven, and who 
giveth us all neceffaries, being the Creator of all himlelf, and that only we mutt Jielieve 
in him ; moreover that it is neceflfary for us to be baptized, otherwife we are damned 
into hell. Thefe and many other things concerning our fiJith and religion we fhewed 
theih, all which they did eafily believe, calling their Cudruaigni, Aguaida/ih H is to fay, 
nought, fo th§t very eameftly they defired and prayed^our captain, that he would 
caufe to be baptized, and their lord, and Taignoagny and Domagaia, and all the 
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people of the town came unto us hoping to be baptized : b\^t bcjcaufe we did not 
thoroughly know their mind, and that there v/ds nobody could teach them our belief 
an^ religion, we excufed ourfelv^, defiring Taignoagny and Domagaia to tell the reft 
of their countrymen, that he would come again another time, and bring priefts'and 
chrifome with us, for without them they could not be baptizfed ; ' which they did 
'rafily believe, for Domagaia and Taignoagny had feen many children baptized In 
Britainv whiles they were there : which promife when they heard, they feemed to be 
▼ery glad- 

They live in common together, and of fuch commodities as their country yieldeth, 
they are indifferently well ftored. The inhabitants of the country cloathe themfelvcs 
with the ikins of certain wild beaffs, but very miferably. In winter they wear hofen 
and flioes made of wild be^ft’s ffeins, and in fummer they go bare-footed. They keep 
and obferve the rights of matrimony, faving that every one weddeth two or three 
wives, which (their hufbands being dead) do never marry again, but for the death of 
their hufliands, wear a certain black weed all the days of their lile, befinearing all their 
feces with coal duft and greafe, mingled together as’ thick as the back of a knife ; and 
by that they are known to be widows. 

They have a filthy and deteftable ufe in marrying of their maidens, and thafTs this ; 
they put them all (alter they are of lawful age to marry) in a common place, as 
harlots, free for every man that 'wall have to do with them, until fuch time as they find 
a match. I’his I fa)', b< caufe I have feen by experience many houfen full of thofe 
damfels, even as our fchools are full of children in France to learn to read. More- 
over the mifrule and riot that they keep in thofe houfes is very great, for very wantonly 
they fport aiid dally together, fliewing whatfoever God hath lent them. 

I’hey are no men of great labour. They dig their grounds with certaiji pieces of 
wood, as big as half a fword, on which ground groweth their corn, which they call 
OfHci : it is as big as our fmall peafon : there is great quantity of it growing in Brafil. 
They have alfo great ftore of mulk mellons, pompions, gourds, cucumbers, peafon 
and beans of every colour, yet differing from ours. 'Fhere groweth alfo a certain kind 
of herb, whereof in fummer they make great provifion for all the year, making great 
account of it, and only men ufe of it ; and firft they caufe it to be dried in the fun,, 
then v/ear it about their necks wrapped in a little bead’s (kin, mnde like a little bag, 
with a hollow piece of ftonc or wood like a pipe : then when they pleafe they make 
powder of it, and then put it in one of the ends of the laid cornet or pipe, and lay- 
ing a coleof fi^re upon i{,at the other end fuck fo long, that they fill iheir bodies full 
of fmokc, till it cometh out of their .mouth and noftrils, even as out of the tunnel of a 
chimney, 'fhey fay that this doth keep them warm and in health : they never go with- 
out fome of it about them. We ourfelves have tried the fame finoke, and having put 
it in our mouths, it It-emed almoft as hot as pepper. » ^ 

’I’he women of that country do labour much more than the men, as well in fiflting 
(whereto they are greatly given) as in tilling and hufbanding their grounds, and other 
things > as well the men, as women and children, are much more ab*le to refill cold, 
than favage fejafts, for we with our own eyes have feen fome of them, when it was 
coldel^,' (which cold was extremely raw and bitter,) come to our *lhips ftark naked, 
going upon fiiow and ice, which thing feerneth incredible to them that have not 
feen it. 

When as the fnowand ice lyeth on the ground, they take great ftore of wild.beifts, 
as fawns, flags, beaf,s, marterns, hares and foxes, with divers other forts, whofe flelh 
they eat raw, having firft dried it in the fun or fmoke, and fo they do their Gflj. As 
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far forth as wc tould perceive and undcrftan^ by thefe people, it were a very eafy 
thing to bring them to fome familiarity and civility, and make them learn what one 
W(\uid. 

The faid river beginneth beyond the Ifland of the AfTumption, over againfl the high 
mountains of Hogiicdo, and of the feven iflands : the diitance over from tmc fide itV 
the other is about 35 or 40 leagues : in the midft it is above 200 fathom deep. The 
fufeft way to fail upon it is upon the fouth fide ; and toward the north, that is to fay, 
from the lhid feven illands, from fide to fide there is feven leagues diftance, wheie are 
alfo two great rivers that come down from the hills of Saguenay, and make divers very 
dangerous fiielvcs ih the fca. 

At the entrance of thofe two rivers, wc faw many a great ftore of whales and fea- 
horfes. Over athwart the faid iflands there is another little river, that runneth along 
thofe marfli grounds about three or four leagues, wherein there is great ftore of water 
fowls. From the entrance of that river to Hochclaga, there is about 300 leagues dif- 
tance : thb original beginning of it is in the river that cometh from Saguenay, which 
rifeth and fprmgcth among high and fteep hills, it entereth into that river, before it - 
cometh. to the province of Canada, on the north fide. That river is very deep, high, 
and ftraight, wherefore it is very dangerous for any veflel to go upon it. After that 
river followeth the province of Canada, wherein are many people dwelling in open 
boroughs and villages : there are alfo in the circuit and territory of Canada, along and 
within the faid river, many other iflands, fome great and fome fmall,*among which there 
is one that containeth ten leagues in length, full of good and high trees, and alfo many 
vines. You may go into it from both fides, but yet the fureft paflage is on the fouth 
fide. 

On the fhorc or bank of that river weftward, there is a goodly, fair, and deledtable 
bay or creek, convenient and fit for to harbour fliips ; hard by there is in that river 
one place very narrow, deep, and fwift running, but it is not paflTing the third part of 
a league, over againfl: the which there is a goodly high piece of land, with a town 
therein, and the country about it is very well tilled and wrought, and as good as pof- 
fibly can be feen : that is the place and abode of Dounacona, and of our two men we 
• took in our firft voyage ; it is called Stradacona ; but befine we come to it there are 
four other peopled* towns, that is to lay, Ayrafte, Starnatan, Tailla, which ftandeth 
upon a hill, Scitadin, and then Stradacona, under which town towards the north, the 
river and port of the Holy Crofs is, where we ftaid from the 1 5th of September, 
until the iGth of May 1536, and there our fiiips remained dry as we have' faid 
before. 

That place being part, we found the habitation of the people called Teguenondahi, 
ftanding upon an high mountain, and the valley ofliochelai, which ftandeth in a 
champaigne country. » 

All the faid country on both fides the river, as far as Ilochclay and beyond, is as 
fair and plain as 'ever was feen. ’I’here are certain mountains far diftant from the faid 
river, w'hich are to be feen above the forefaid towns, from which mountains divers 
rivers defeend, which fall into the faid great river. All that country is full of fundry 
forts of wood and many vines, unlefs it»be about the places that are inhabited,' where 
they have pulled up the trees to till and labour the ground, and to build their 
hoyfes and lodgings. There is great ftore of /lags, deer, bears, and fuch, like 

forts of beafts, as conies, hares, martens, foxes, otters, beavers, ^eafels, badgers, and 
rats exceeding great,. and divers other forts of wild beafts. Th^ clflathe themfelves 
with the (kins of tliofe beafts, becaufe they have nothing elfe to make them aipparel 
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withal. There are alfo many forts of birds, ais cranes, fwans, buftHrds, wild geefe, 
white and grey ; ducks, thruflies, blackbirds, turtles, wild pigeons, linnets, finches, 
red breafts, ftares, nightingales, fparrows, and other birds, even as in France. Alfo as 
we have faid before, the faid river is the plentifulleft of filh that ever hath of any man 
bpen feen, or heard of, becaufe from the mouth to the end of it, according to their 
feafons, you fliall find all forts of frelh water fifli and fait. There are alfo many whales, 
porpoifes, fea*horfes and adhothuis, which is a kind of filh that we had never feen nor 
heard of before. They are as great as porpoifes, as white as any fnow, their body»and head 
fefliioned as a greyhound, they arc wont always to abide between the frelli and fait water, 
which beginneth between the river of Saguenay and Canada. • ^ 

After our return from Hochelaga, we dealt, trafficked, and with great • familiarity 
and love were converfant with thofe that dwelt neareft unto our ffiips, except that fonie- 
times we had ftrife and contention, with certain naughty people, full fore againll the will 
of the others. We underltood of Dounacona and of others, that the faid river is called 
the River of Saguenay, and gocth to Saguenay, being fomewhat more than a league 
farther W. N. W. and that eight or nine days journies beyond, it will b&ir but fuuill 
boats. But the right and ready way to Saguenay, is up that river to Hochelaga, and 
then into another that cometh from Saguenay, and then entereth into the aforelaitl river, 
and that there is yet one month’s failing thither. 

Moreover they told us and gave us to underlland, that there are people clad with 
cloth as we arc, very honed, and many inhabited towns, and that they have great (lore 
of gold and red copper : and that about the land beyond the faid firll river to I loche- 
laga and Saguenay, is an ifland environed round about with that and other rivers ; and 
that beyond Saguenay the faid river entereth into two or three great lakes, and that 
there is a fca of freffi water found, and as they have heard fay of thofe of Saguenay, 
there was never man heard of that found out the epd thereof; for as they told us, they 
thcmfelves were never there. 

Moreover they told us that where we had left our pinnace when we went to Hochc- 
laga, there is a river that goeth S. W., from whence there is a whole month’s failing to 
go to a certain land, where there is neither ice nor fnow feen, where the inhabitants do 
continually war one againll another ; where is great llore of oranges, almonds, nuts, 
and apples, with many other forts of fruits, and that the men and W't)men are clad with 
beads Ikins, even as they. We alked them if there were any gold or red copper, they 
anfwered no. I take this place to be toward Florida, as far as I cjuid perceive and un« 
derftand by their figns and tokens. 

In the month of December we underllood that the pedilence was come among the 
people of Stadacona, in fuch fort that before we knew of it, according to their conlef- 
fion, there were dead above fifty : whereupon we charged them neither to come near 
our fort, nor about our Ihips, or us. And albeit we had driven them from us, the faid 
unknown ficknefs began to fpread itfeiramongfl; us, after the ftrangelt fort that ever 
was heard of or feen, infoinuch that fome did lofe all their llrcngth, and could not 
Hand on' their feet ; then did their legs fw'ell, their finews Ihrink as black as any coal. 
Others alfo had all their Ikins fpotted with fpots of blood of a purple colour ; then 
did it a/cend up to their ankles, knees, thighs, /houldcrs, arms and neck : their mouth 
became flinking, their gums fo rotten, that all the fleffi did fall off, even to the roots of 
?the teeth, whic^h alfo did almoll all fall out. With fuch infedion did this ficknefs fpread 
itfelf in our three Ihips, that about the' middle of February, of no perfons that we 
were, there were not ten whole, fo that one could not help the other, a moft horrible and 
pitiful cafe, conffdering the place we w'ere in, for fo much as the people of the country 
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would daily come before our fort, and faw but few of us. There were already eight 
dead, and more than fifty fick, and as we thcfught paft all hope of recovery. Our 
captain feeing this our mifery, and that the ficknefs was gone fo far, ordained and 
commanded, that every one fliould devoutly prepare himfelf to prayer, and in remem- 
brance of Chrift, caufed his image to be fet upon a tree, about a flight fliot from the 
fort amidft the ice and fnow, giving all men to underfland, that on the Sunday fol- 
lowing, fervice fhould bo faid there, and that whofoever could go fick or whole, 
fhould go thither in proceflTion, finging the feven pfalms of David, with other litanies, 
praying moil heartily that it would pleal'c the faid our C’hriil to have compaffion upon 
us. Service l^eing done, and as well cclel>rated as we could, our captain there made a 
vow, that if it would pleafe God to give him leave to return into Trance, he would go 
on pilgrimage to our Lady of Roquemado. • 

That day Philip Rougemont, born in Amboife, died, being 22 years old, and becaufe 
the ficknel's was ‘o us unknown, our Captain caufed hini to be ripped, to fee if by any 
means poflible we might know what it was, and fo feck means to fave and preferve the 
reft of the edmpany. He was found to Ic.vc his heart white, but rotten, and more than 
a quart of red water about it : his liver was indificrent lair, but his lungs black and 
mortified, his blood was altogether flirunk about the heart ; fo that when he was 
opened great quantity of rotten blood iffued out from about his heart : his milt to- 
ward the back was finnewhat periflted, rough as if it had been rubbed againft a ftone. 
Moreover, becaufe one of his thighs was very black witlu)ut, it was opened, but within it 
was whole and found : that done, as well as we could he was buried. 

In fuch fort did the ficknefs continue and increafe, that there were not above three 
found men in the fliips, and none was able to get under hatches to draw drink for him- 
fclf, nor for his rellows. Sometimes we were conftrainecl to bury fome of the dead 
under the fnow, becaufe wo were not able to dig any graves for them, the ground was 
fo hard frozen, and we fo weak. 

Befides this we did greatly fear that the people of the country would perceive our 
weaknefs and mifery, which to hide, our captain, whom it pleafed God always to keep 
in health, would go out with two or three of the company, fome fick and fome whole ; 
w'hom when he faw out of the fort, he would throw ftones at them and chide them, 
feigning that fo foon as he came again, he would beat them, and then with figns 
fhew the people of the country that he caufed all his men to work and labour in the 
lliips, fome in caulking them, fome in beating of chalk, fome in one thing and fome in 
another, and that he would not have them come forth until their work was done ^ and 
to make his tale feem true and likely, he would make all his men whole and found, to 
make a great noife, with knocking flicks, ftones, and hammers, and other things toge- 
ther : at which time we were fo oppreffed and grieved with that ficknefs, that we had 
loft all hope ever to fee France again, if God in his infinite goodnefs and mercy had not 
with his pitiful eye looked upon us, and revealed a fingular and excellent remedy againft 
all difeafes unto us, the beft that ever was found upon earth, as hereafter lhall follow. 

From the midft of November until the midft of March, we were kept in amidft 
the ice above twQ fathoms thick, and fnow above four feet high and m5re, higher than 
the fides of our fhips, which lafted tijl that time, in fuch fort, that all onr drinks were 
frozen in the veffels, and the ice through all the fhips was about a hand-breadth thick, as 
well above hatches as beneath, and fo much of the river as was frefh, evep to Hochelagt^ 
was frozen j in which fpace there died 25 of our beft and chiefeft men, 'and all the 
reft were fo fick that we thought they Ihould never recover ag<in, only three or four 
excepted. 
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Our captain confidering our eftate (and horn that ficknefs was «ncreafed and hot 
iainon^ us) 6ne day went forth of the fort, and \)tralking upon the ice, he faw a troop of 
thofe countrymen coming from> Stradacona, amongfl which was Domagaia, who not 
paffing ten or twelve days before, had been very fick of that difeafe, and had his knee 
fwollcn as big as'a child two years old, all his finews Ihrunk together, bis teeth fpoiled, 

' fiis gums rotten and {linking. Our captain feeing him whole and found, was thereat 
marvellous glad, hoping to underftand and know of him how he had healed himfell^ 
to the end he might eafe and help his men. So foon as they were come near him, 
he afked Domagaia how he had done to heal himfelf. He anfwered that he had taken 
the juice and fap of the leaves of a certain tree, and therewith had healed himfelf ; 
for it was a Angular remedy againfl: that difeafe : then our captain alked of him if any 
were to be had thereabout, .defiring him to fhew him, for to heal a fervant of his, who 
whilfi; he was in Canada with Dounacona, was ftricken with that difeafe. That he 
did because he would not fliew the number of his fick men. Domagaia ftraight fent 
two women to fetch fome of it, which brought ten or twelve branches of it, ’and there- 
withal he (hewed the way how to ufe it, and that is thus, to take the bark and leaves 
of the faid tree, and boil them together, then to drink of the faid decotlion eveij other 
day, and to put the dregs of it upon his legs that is fick. Moreover, they told us that 
the virtue of the tree was, to heal any other difeafe. The tree is in their language called 
Ameda, or Hanneda, this is thought to be the falTafras tree. 

Our captain prefontly caufed fome of that drink to be made for his men to drink of 
it, but there was none durft tafte of it, except one or two, who ventured the drinking of 
it, only to tafte and prove it : the others feeing that, did the like, and prcfently re- 
covered their health, and were delivered of that ficknefs, and what other difeafe foever, 
in fuch fort, that there were fome had been difeafed and troubled with the French pox 
four or five years, and with this drink were clean healed. 

After this medicine was found and proved to be true, there was fuch ftrife about it, 
who Ihould be firft to take of it, that they were ready to kill one another, fo that a 
tree as big as any oak in France, was fpoiled and lopped bare, and occupied all in five 
or fix days, and it wrought fo well, tliat if all the phylicians of Mountpellier and Lovaine 
had been there, with all the drugs of Alexandria, they would not have done fo much 
in one year, as that tree did in fix days, for it did fo prevail, that as Inany as ufed of it, 
by the grace of God recovered their health. 

While that difeafe lafted in our (hips, the Lord Dounacona, Taignoagny, with many 
others went from home, feigning that they would go to catch (lags and deer, becaufe 
the ice and fnow was fo broken along the river that they could fail : it was told us of 
Domagaia and others, that they would (lay out but a fortnight, and we believed it, but 
that they (laid above two months, which made us miftruft that they had been gone to 
raife the country to come againft us, and do fome difpleafure, we feeing ourfelves fo 
weak and faint. Albeit we had ufed fiich diligence and policy in our fort, that if all 
the power of the country had been about it, they could have done nothing but look 
upoJi us : and whilft they were forth, many of the people came daily to our (hips, and 
brought us fttlh meat, as dags, deer, fi(hes, and many, other things, .but held them at 
fuch aiji excelfive price, that rather than they y^ould fell them any thing cheap, many 
times they would carry them back again, becaufe that year the winter was very long, and 
«they had fome fcarcity and need of them. 

On the a i({ day of April, Domagaia ckme to the lliore fide, accompanied with Clivers 
lufty and ftrong men/ifuch as wc were not wont to fee, and told us that their lord Doun»- 
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cona would the nejit day come and fee and brlnf^ great ftorc of deer’s flelh, and 
tf'D’ s with 1,'im. The next day he came and brought a great numl ' r of njen to Sta- 
dat.ona, to what end, and for what caufe we knew not ; but (as the proverb faiih) he 
that takes heed and (liields hinifflf from all men. may hope to efcape from fome; lor we 
had need to look about us, confidering how in number we were diminiOted, and in ’• • 
fliength greatly weakened, both by reafon of our ficknefs, and alfo of the number 
tl a* w. re dead, fo that we were conftrained to leave one of our (hips in the port of the 
Holy Crofs. 

Our captain was warned of their coming, and how they had brought a great number 
of men with them, for Domagaia came to fell us, and durfl not pafs tlie river that 
was betwixt Stadacona and us, as he was wont to do, whereupon we miftrufted fome 
treafon. Our captain feeing this font one of his fervants to ‘them, accompanied w'ith 
John Poulet, being beft beloved of thofc people, to fee who were there, and what 
they did. The faid Poulet and the other feigned themfclvcs only come to vifit Dpuna- 
cona, and bring him certain prefents, becaule they had been together a good while in 
the faid Douna'cona’s town. So foon as he heard of their coming he got himfelf to 
bed, leigning to be very fick : that done, they went to Tuignoagny’s houfe to fee him, 
and whefefoever they went, they faw fo many people, that in a manner one could not 
Itir for another, and fuch men as they were never wont to fee. Taignoagny would not 
permit our men to enter into any other houfes, but ftill kept them company, and 
brought them half way to their fliips, and told them that if it would^lcafe our captain 
to Ihew him fo much favour as to take a lord of the country, whofe name was Agouna, 
of whom he had received fome difpleafure, and carry him with him into France, he 
Ihould therefore for ever be bound unto him, and’.vould do for him whatever he com- 
mand him, and bade the fervaiit come again the next day, and bring an anfwcr. 

Our captain being adveriiicd of fo many people that were there, not knowing to 
tvhat cikI, purpofed to play a pretty prank, that is to fay, to take their lord Dounacona, 
'Paignoagny, Domagaia, and fome more of the chiefeft of them prifoners, infoinuch as 
before he had purpofed, to bring them into France, to fliew unto our king, what he 
had feeii in thofewellern parts, and marvels of the world, for that Dounacona had told 
MS, that he had been in the country of S»igucna, in which are infinite rubies, gold, and 
other riches, and thai* there are white men, who cloathe themfelve . with woollen cloth, 
even as we do in France. Moreover, he reported that he had been in another country 
of a people called Picquemians, and other ftrangc people. The faid lord was an old 
man, and even from his childhood had never left off nor ceafed from travelling into 
ftrange countries, as well by water, and rivers, as by land. 

The faid Poulet and the other having told our captain their embalTage, and fhewed 
him what Taignoagny’s will was, the next day he fent his fervant again to bid 
Taignoagny conie and fee him, and Ihew what he Ihould, for he Ihould be very well 
entertained, and alfo part of his will Ihould be accomplifhed. Taignovigny fent him word 
that the next day .he would come, and bring the Lord Dounacona with him, and him 
which had fo offended him, which he did not, but ftaid two days, in whijJ^4flie none 
came from Siadacona to our fliips.as they were wont to do, but rather fled from us, as if 
we would have flain them, fo that then we plainly perceived their knavery. ’ 

But becaufe they underrtood that thofe of Sidatin did frequent our company, and 
that we hadforfaken the bottom of a fliip which, we would leave to have >he old nails 
out of it; the third day following they came from Stadacona, and moff; of theai without 
difficulty did pafs fron) one fide of the river to the other with fmalrtriffH : but Douna- 
€ona would not coiile over. Taignoagny and Domagaia ftood ..ilking together about 
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an hour before they would come over ; at Uft they came to %eak with our captain. ' 
'i'here I’ajgnoagny prayed him that he would caufe the forefaid man to be taken and 
carried into France, (dur captain refufed to do it, faying that his king had forbj.dden 
him to bring any man or woman into France, only that he might bring two or three 
young boys to learn the language, but that he would willingly carry him to Newfound- 
land, and there leave him in an illand. Our captain fpake this only to allure them, that 
they fliould bring Dounacona with them, whom they had left on the other fide: which 
words when Taignoagny heard, he was very glad, thinking he fiiould never return into 
France again, and therefore promifed to come the next day, which was the day ol the 
Holy Crofs, and to bring Dounacona and all his people with him". ^ 

The third of May, being Holyrood Day, our captain for the folcmnity of the day, 
caufed a goodly fair crofs*" of 35 feet in height to be fet uj), under the crolfet of whic h 
he caufed a fiiield to be hanged, wherein wc*re the arms of France, and over them was 
written in antique letters, “ Francifeus primus Dei gratia Francoram Rox regnat.” And 
upon that day about noon, there came a great number of the people of Stadocana, 
men, women, and children, who told us that their Lord Dounacona, Taignoagny, and 
Domagaia w’ere coming, w' hereof we w'cre very glad, hoping to retain theni.^ About 
two o’clock in the afternoon they came, and being come iu>ar our Ihips, our captain 
went to falute Dounacona, who alfo Ihew'cd him a merry countenance, albeit very 
fearfully his eyes were Hill bent towards the wood. Shortly after came Taignoagny, 
who bade Dounafona that he fliould not enter into our fort, and therefore tire was 
brought forth by one of our men and kindled where their lord was. Our captain 
prayed him to come into our fliips, to eat and drink as he w'as wont to do, and alfo 
Taignoagny, wdio promifed that after a while he would come, and fo they did and entered 
into our thips, but firft it was told our captain by Domagaia, that Taignoagny had 
fpoken ill of him, and that he had bid Dounacona he fliould not come aboard our 
(hips. Our captain perceiving that came out of the fort, and faw that only by 
Taignoagny’s warning the women ran away, and none but men ftaid in great number, 
wherefore he flraight commanded his men to lay hold on Dounacona, Taignoagny, 
Domagaia, and two more of the chicfell whom he jiointed unto ; then he commanded 
them to make the other to retire. Prefently after the faid lord entered into the fort with 
the captain, but by and by Taignoagny came to make him come oht again. 

Our captain feeing that there was no other remedy, began to call unto them to take 
them, at whofecry and voice all his men came forth, and took the faid lord, with the 
others whom they had appointed to take. The Canadians I’eeing their lord taken, 
began to run away, even as flieep before the wolf, fomc crofling over the river, fome 
through the woods, each one fecking for his own advantage. That done we retired 
ourfelves, and laid up the prifoners under good guard and fafety. 

The night following they came before our fliips (the river being betwixt us) ftriking 
their breafts, and crying and howling like wolves, ftill calling Agouhanna, thinking to 
fpeak with him, which our captain at that time would not permit, neither all the next 
day till whereupon they made figns unto us that we had Iwnged or killed him. 

About noon there came as great a number in a duller, as ever \»e faw, who went to 
hide themfelves in the forell, except fomc, who with a loud voice would call and cry to 
Dounacona to fpeak unto them. Our captain then commanded Dounacona to be 
brought upi on high to fpeak unto them, and bade him be merry, for after he had 
fpoken, and Ihewed unto the King of France, what he had feen in Sanguenay afid other 
countries, aftci* teif^^or twelve months he Ihould return again, and that the King of 
France would give hhn great rewards j whereat Dounacona was very glad, a.id fpeaking 
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.to the others told tl^^m, who in token of joy gave out three great cries, and then Dou- 
nacona and his people had great talk together, which for want of interpreters cannot be 
defcribecl. Our captain bade Dounacona that he fliould caufe tlietn to coihe to the 
other'fidc of the river, to the end that they might the better talk together without any 
fear, and that he Ihould affure them ; which Dounacona did, and there caine a boat 
full of th<i chiefcft of them to the fliips, and there anew began to talk together, giving *’ 
^reatpraife to our captain, and gave him a prefent of 24 chains of efurgny, for that 
IS the greateft and prccioul'eil riches they have in this world, for they elleein more of 
that, than of any gold or filver. 

After they had long talked together, and that their lord faw there was no remedy to 
avoid his going' into h’ ranee, he commanded his people the next day, to bring him 
fome vichials to ierve him by tlic way. Our captain gave Dpunacona as a great pre- 
fent, two frying pans of copper, eight hatchets, and other fmall trifles, as knives and 
beads, whereot he Itemed to be very glad, who fent them to his wives and children. 
Likew'iie he^;'ave to iheui who came to ijjeak to Dounacona ; they thanked him greatly 
for fhetn, and then went to tlieir lodgings. 

Ujjon the 5rh of May very early'in the morning a great number of the faid people 
came agahi to fpt'ak unto their lord, and fent a boat, which in their tongue they call 
cafnoni, wherein were only four women without any man, for fear their men fhould 
be retained. 

rhefe women brought great florc of viftuals, as great millet, w'liiciv is their corn that 
they live withall, ilefh, hlh, and other things after their fa/in’on, 

'i'hefe women being com<' to our Ihips, our captain did^very friendly entertain them. 
Then Dounacona prayetl our captain to tell thole women that he Ihould come again 
after tenor tv/elvc months, and bring Dounacona to Canada with him : this he laid 
oidy to appeale tliem, which our captain did. WlnTefore the women as well by words 
as ligns, fceined to be very glad, giving our captain thanks, and told him if he came 
again, and brought Dounacona with liim, they would give him many things : in fign 
whereof each one gave our captain a chain of efurgny, and then pafTed to the other fide 
of the river again, w here Hood all the people of Strudacona, who taking all leave of 
their lord went home again. 

On the 6th of the«noiuh we departed out o the fiid port of Santa Croix, and came 
to liarbour a little beneath the Iflands of Orleans, about 12 leagues from the port of the 
Holy Crc'fs, ami on the yih w'e came to the Iflaiul of Filberts, where we ftaid until the 
I Clli of that month, till the liercer.efs ol the waiteTs were pad, which at that time ran 
loo fwift a coiirle, and were too dangerous to come down along the river, and there- 
lorc w'e flayed till fair weather came. In the mean while many of Doimacona’s fubjefts 
came from the river of Saguenay to him, and being by Domagaia advertifed, that their 
lord was taken to be carried into France, tiny were all amazed: yet for all that they 
would not leave to come to our fliips, to Ipeak to*Dounacona, who told them that after 
twelve months Ik; fliould come again, and that he was very well ufed by the captaiji, 
gentlemen, and maaners : which when they heard they greatly thanked our captain, 
and gave their lord mree bundles of beavers, and fea wolves fkins, withfl^rtat knife 
of red copper, that cometh from Saguenav, and other things : they gave alfo to our 
captain a chain of efurgny, for which our captain gave them 10 or 12 hatcliets, and 
they gave him hearty thanks and were very well contented. ^ 

Oh the 16th we hoifted fail, and came from the faid Ifland of Filberts . > another 
about 15 leagues from it, which is about five leagues in lengt^^jid there, to the end 
wc tnight take fomc reft the night following, we flayed that di'y, in ’hopes the next 
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day we might pafs and avoid the dangers of jthc river pf Saguenay, which are great/ 
That evening we went aland and foiincl great llore of hares, of w^ich we took a great 
many, and therefore we called it the Ifland of Hares : in the night there arofe;i %n- 
trary wind ; with fuch ftorms and tempefts that we were cnnftrained to return to the 
Ifland -of Filberts again, from whence we were come, beraufe there was none other 
paflage among the faid iflands, and there we Itayed till the 21ft of that monrii, till fair 
weather and good wind came again : and then we failed again and that fo profperoufly, 
that we palled to Honguedo, which paflage until that time iiad not been difeovered. 

We caufed our fliip to courfe athwart Cape Pratt, which is the beginning of the 
port of Chaleur, and becaufe the wind was good and convenient,' we failed all day and 
all night without flaying, and the next day we came to the middle of Brion’s llland, 
which we were not minded to do, to the end we might Ihorten our way. 

Thefe two iflands lie N. W. and S. E. and are about 50 leagues one from another. 
The faid ifland is in lat. 47 deg. and a half. 

On the 26th of the month, we coafted over to a land, and fliallow of low lands, 
which are about eight leagues S. W. from Brion’s Ifland, above which are large cham- 
ptiignes, full of trees, and alfo an enclofed fea, whereas we could neither fet; nor per- 
ceive any gap or way to enter thereinto. 

On the 27th, becaufe the wind did change on the coaft, we came to Brion’s Ifland 
again, where we fluid till the beginning of June, and toward the S.F,. of this ifland we 
faw a land, feeming unto us as an ifland ; we coafted it about two leagues and a half, 
and by the way we had notice of three other high iflands lying towards the funds : after 
we had known thefe things we returned to the cape of the faid land, whi^h doth divide 
itfelf into two or three very high capes ; the waters there are very deep, and the flood 
of the fea runneth fo fwift, that it cannot poflibly be fwifter. That day we came to 
Cape Loreine, which is in 47 deg. and half towards the fouth : on which cape there is 
a low land, and it feemeth that there is fome entrance of a river, but there is no haven 
of any worth. Above thefe lands we faw another cape towards the fouth, we named 
it Saint Paul’s Cape, it is at 47 deg. and a quarter. 

On the 4th of June, we had notice of the coaft lying E. S. E. diftant from the New- 
foundland about 22 leagues : and becaufe the wind was again!! us, we went to a haverr, 
which we named S. Spiritus Port, where we ftaid till the 7th, ^haV we departed thence, 
failing along the coaft until we came to St. Peter’s Iflands. 

We found along the faid coaft many very dangerous iflands andlhelves, which lie all 
in the way E. S. E. and W. N. W. about 23 leagues into the fea. Whilft we were in 
the faid St. Peter’s Iflands, we met with many Ihips of France and of Britain : we ftaid 
there from the 1 ith till the i6th of the month, that we departed thence and came to 
Cape Rafe, and entered into a port called Rognofo, where we took in frefh water and 
wood to pafs tile fea ; there we left on6 of our boats. Then upon the 19th June, we 
went from that port, and with fuch go'od and profperous weather we failed along the fea, 
ii\fuch fort, that upon the 6th July 1536, we came to the port o£ St. Malo, by the 
graceof God, to whom we pray, here ending our navigation. ||t 
They ot^i.nada fay, that it is a month’s failing to go to a land where cinnamon and 
clove?? are gathered. 
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f e^Tbird Difcovtry made by Captain James Cartier^ 1540, mto lhe Countries 

of Canada, Hoehelaga, and Saguenay. ' 

, J^IjNG Francis the Fjrft having heard the repojrt of Captain Cartier, his Pilot General," * 
■ •" in ijis two former voyages of difcovery, as well by writing as by word of mouth, 
touchmg that which he had found and feen in the weftefn parts difcovered *by hini in 
the parts of Cardtida and Hochfclaga, and having alfo feen and talked with the people, 
which the faid Cartier had brought out of thofe countries, whereof one was King of 
Canada, whof? name was Dounacona, and others : which after that they had been a 
long time in Fiance and Britain, were baptifed at their own defire and requeft, and died 
in. the faid country of Britain. And albeit his Majefty was advertifed by the faid Cartier 
of the death and deccafe of all the people which were brought over by him (which were 
10 in number), faving one litde girl about 10 years old 5 yet herefolvedto fend the faid 
Cartier his pitot thiiher again, with John Francis de la Roche, Knight, Lojrd of Roberval, 
whom Jhe appointed his lieutenant and governor in the countries of Canada and Hocbe* 
laga, and the faid Cartier captain-general, an 4 leader of the ihips, that they might dif- 
cover Hiofe than was done before in the former voyages, and attaiii (if were poflible) 
unto the knowledge of the country of Saguenay, whereof the people brought by 
Cartier, as is declared, made mention unto the king, that there vjere great riches and 
Very good countries. And’ the king caufed a certain fum of money to be delivered, to 
furniih out i^ie faid voyage with five fliips, which thing was performed by the faid Mon- 
fieur Roberval and Cartier. After that they had agreed together to rig the faid five 
Ihips at St. Maloin Biitainy, where the two former voyages had been prepared and fet 
forth. 

And'the faid Monfieur Roberval fent Cartier thither for the fame purpofe. And 
after that Cartier had caufed the faid five ihips to be built and furnifiied, and fet in good 
order, Monfieur Roberval came down to St. Malo, and found the ihips iailen down to 
the road, with their yards acrofe full ready to depart and fet fail, Haying for nothing elfe 
. but the coming of the general, and the payment of the furniture. And becaufe Monfieur 
Roberval die king'# lieutenant, had not as yet his artillery, powder, and munition, and 
other things necofi'ary come down, which he had provided for the voyage in the countries 
of Champaigne and Normandy, and becaufe the laid things were very neceffary, and that 
he was loth to depart without them, he determined to depart from St, Malo to Roan, 
and to prepare a ihip or two at Honfleur, whither he thought his things were. come. 
And that the faid C'artier ihould depart with the faid five Ihips which he had furili&ed, 
aiid Ihould go before. ' 

Gonfidcring alfo that the faid Cartier had received letters from the king, whereby he 
did exprefsly charge him to depart and fet fail* immediately upon the fight afld receipt 
themof, on pain of incurring his difpleafure, and to lay all the feult upon him. ajter 
the conclulion of|fiefe things, and the faid Monfieur Roberval had 'taketfejn^fter and 
view of the gentlemen, fdldiers, and mariners, which wereiretainedandch^Sram' the peN 
formance of the faid voyage, he gave upto Captain Cartier full authorii^'to depart and 
go before, and to govern all things as if he had been there in perfon ; and hirafelf 
departed for Hqj^fleur to tnake his farther preparation. 

Afftr thefe things thus difpatched, the wind coming fair, the forefaid five fcips fet 
fail together well furnilhed and vifhialled for two years, th^^^ofMay 1 540. And 
we failed fo long With contrary winds and continual torments, 'vl«ich f^l out by reafoh 
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af our late departure, that we were on the fea with* our faid^five (hips, full three 
months before we could arrive at the 'haven and port of Canada, )|^hout ever having 
in all that tilne 30 hours of good wind to ferve us to keep our right courfee fo that ohr 
five (hips through thofe ftorms loft company one of another, all fave two that Itept 
together, to wit, that wherein the captain was, and the other wherein went the Vifeount 
of Beatipr^, until at length at the end of one month, we met altogether at the haven of 
Carpont in Newfoundland. 

But the length of time we were in paffing between Britainy and Newfoundland, was the 
Caufe that wc ftood in great need of water, becaufe of the cattle, as well goats, hogs, as 
other beafts which we carried for breed in the country, which we were conftrained to 
water with cyder and other drink. 

Now therefore bccaufe ive were the fpace of three months failing on the fea, and 
flaying iti Newfoundland, waiting for Monfieur Roberval, and t^ing in of frefti 
water, and ocher tilings neceflary, we arrived not before the haven of Sante Croix in 
Canada (where in the former voyage we had remained eight months), until the 23d day 
of Auguft. In which place the people of the country came to our fhips,' making ftiew 
of joy for our arrival, and namely he came thither, which had the rule and government 
of the country of Canada, named Agona, which was appointed king there by Douna- 
cona, when in the former voyage we carried him into France : and he came to the 
captain’s Ihip with fix or feven boats, and with men, women and children. 

And after the fiyd Agona had enquired of the captain, where Dounacona and the 
reft were, the captain anfwered liim that Dounacona was ^ad in France, and that his 
body refted in the earth, and that the reft Raid there as great lords, and v^re married, 
and would not return back unto their country. The faid Agona made no ffiew of anger 
at all thefe fpeeches, and 1 think he took it fo well, becaufe he remained lord and 
governor of the country by the death of the faid Dounacona. After whi^h conference 
the faid Agona took a piece of tanned leather of a yellow fkin, edged about with 
c&oguy, (which is their riches, and the thing which they efteem moft precious, as we 
efteem gold), which was upon his head inftead of a crown, and he put the fame upon 
the head of our captain, and took from his wrifts two bracelets of efiioguy, and put 
them upon the captain’s arms, colling him about the neck, and fliewing unto him great • 
fignsofjoy: which was all diliimulation, as afterward it well appeared. The captain 
took his faid crown of leather, and put it again upon his head, and gave him and his 
wives certain fmall prefents, fignifying unto him, that he had brought certain new 
things, which afterwards he would beftow upon him. For which the faid Agona 
thai&ed the captain. And after that he had made him and his company eat and drink, 
they departed and returned to the fhore with their boats. 

After which things the faid captain Went with two of his boats up the river, beyond 
Canada and the port of Sante Croix, to view a haven and a fmall river which is about 
four leagues higher ; which he found better and more commodious to ride in and lay 
his fhips, than the former. And therefore he returned and caufed all, his fhips to be 
brdpj^. before the faid river, and at a low water he caufed his ordpance to be planted 
to place tiS'&'ps in more lafety, which he meant to keep and flay in jhe country, which 
were three ; which he did the day following, ^nd the reft remained in the road in the 
midft of the river, (in which puce the vitluals and other fimuture were difoharged, 
which they had brought) : from the 26th Auguft, until the 2d l^tember, what 
time th^ parted to return 'to St. Malo, in which lh 4>6 he fent back Mace lollobefte, 
lus brother in law, ^^nd Stephen Noel, his nephew, &ilful and excellent pilots, with 
letters unto the king, ,£uiu to advife him what had been done and found : and hdw 
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iitonfieur de Rober^ was not yet come, and that he feared that by bccafion of contrary 
windt^ and tempel|a be was driven back again intb France. 

4r -The faid river is fmall, not paft 50 paces broad, and fliips drawing three fathoms 
irofer may enter in at full fea : and at a low water there is nothing but a channel of a 
foot deep or thereabout. 

On both fidcs of the faid river there are very gobd and fair grounds, full of as fair 
and mighty trees as any be in the world, and divers forts which are about ten fathoms 
higher than the reft, and there is one kind of tree above three fathoms about, which 
they in the country call Hanneda, which hath the moft excellent virtue of all the trees 
in the world, wheiKiof I will make mention hereafter. Moreover there are great ftore 
of oaks, the ?hoft excellent that ever 1 faw in my life, which were fo laden with raaft 
that they cracked again : befides this there are fairei’ arables, cedars, beeches, and 
other trees, than grow in France ; and hard unto this wood on the fouth fide the 
ground is all co’i'ered with vines, which we found laden with grapes as black as 
mulberries, but they be not fo kind as thofe of France becaufe the vines be not tilled, 
and becaufe they grow of their own accoid. Moreover there are many white thorns, 
which ^bear leaves as big as oaken leaves, and fruit like unto medlars. To be lliort, it 
is as godd a country to plough and manure as a man (hould find and defire. 

We fowed feeds here of our country, as cabbages, turnips, lettuces, and others, 
which grew and fprung up out of the ground in eight days. 

The mouth of the river is towards the fouth, and it windeth northward like unto a 
fnake ; and at the mouth of it towards the eaft there is a high and fteep cliff, where we 
made a wa]jj in maimer of a pair of flairs, and aloft we made a fort to ke^ the nether 
fort and the Ihips, and all things that might pafs as well by the great as by this fmall 
river. 

Moreover a man may behold a great extenfion of ground apt for tillage, ftraight and 
handfome and fomewhat inclining towards the fouth, as eafy to be brought to tillage as 
I would defire, and very well replemilied with fair oaks and other trees of great beauty, 
no thicker than theforefts of France. 

Here we fet 20 men to work, which in one day had laboured about an acre and a 
half of the faid ground, and fowed it, part with turnips, which at the aid of right days 
as 1 faid before fpraiig out of the earth. And upon that high efiff we found a hur foun- 
tain, very near the faid fort ; adjoining whereunto we found good ftore of ftones, which 
we efteemed to be diamonds. 

On the other fide of the faid mountain and at the foot thereof, which is towards the 
great river, is all along a goodly mine of the beft iron in the world, and it reacheth 
even hard unto our fort, and the land which we tread on is perfeft refined mine, ready 
to be put into tha furnace ; and on the water’s 'fide we found certain leaves of fine gold^ 
as thick as a man’s nail. And weftward of the faid river there are, as hath been faid, 
many fair trees ; and toward the water a goodly meadow, full of as fair and goodly 
grafe as ever I Jfaw in any meadow in France : and between the faid meadow and 
the wood are great ftore of vines, and beyond the faid vines the land groweth full of 
hemp, which groiYeth of itfelf, which is as good as poffibly may be feenfflSSotfe ftrong. 
And at the end of the faid meadow, witljin 1,00 paces, there is a rifing ground which is 
of a kind of flateftone, black and thick, wherein are veins of mineral matter, which ihrw 
like gold and filver : and throughout all that ftone, there are great of the feid , 
rnhie.* And in fome places we have found ftoifes like diamonds, the moft fait, pedifhed, 
and ejtceilentiy cut that it is poflible for a man to fee j when ais>" fhineth upon them, 
they glifter as it were fparkles of fire. * 
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The faid captidif having dii^atched two (hips to return to carr]i;^ew^, tccor^^m^ 
had in charge from the king, and that*the fort was begun to be bu^^, for" {a^erVa- 
tion of their viftuals and other things, determined with the Vifcount of Beauprd, amd 
otha* gentlemen, mafters and pilots chofen for counfel, to m^e a voyage with Wo 
, .boats fumifhed with men and viftuals to go as far as Hochelaga, of purpofe to view and 
underftand the fafliion of the faults'of water, which are to be paffed to go to Saguenay, 
that he might be the readier in the fpring to pafs farther, and in the winter time to make 
all thh^ needful in a readinefs for their bufinefe. 

The forefaid boats being made ready, the captain and Martin de Pampont, witli 
other gentlemen and the remnant of the mariners, departed from , the faid place of 
CharleAurg Royal the yth September in the year atbrelaid 1 540. Aifd the Vifcount 
de Beaupr^ ftaid behind for the guardihg and governing all things in the fort. 

And as they went up the river the captain went to fee the lord of Hochelay, which 
dwelleth between ^Canada and Hochelaga ; which in the former voyage liad given unto 
the faid captain a little girl, and had oftentimes informed of the treafons which Taig- 
noagny and Domagaia (whom the captain in his former voyage had carried into France) 
would have wrought againfl him : in regard of which his courtefy the faid captain 
would not'pafsby without vifiting of him, and to let him underftand that the captain 
thought himfelf beholden unto him, he gave unto him two young boys, and left them 
with him to learn their language, and bellowed upon him a cloak of Paris red, which 
cloak was fet with yellow and white buttons of tin, and fmall bells, and withall he gave 
him two bafons of laton, and certain hatchets and knives. Whereat the faid lord 
feem^ l^’ghly to rdoice, and thanked the captain. This done, the captain and his 
company departed from that place. 

And we failed with fo profperous a wind, that we arrived the nth day of the month 
atthefirft fault of water, which is two leagues diftant from the town of Tutonaguy. 
And after we were arrived there, we determined to go and pafs as fer up as poflible 
with one of the boats, and that the other Ihould ftay there till it returned, and we 
double manned her to row up againfl: the courfe or ftream of the faid fault. 

* And after we had palled fome part of the way from our other boat, we found bad 
ground and great rocks, and fo great a current, that we could not poflibly pafs any. 
farther with our boat : and the captain refolved to go by land to 'fee the nature and 
felhionof the fault. 

And after that we were come on Ihore, we found hard by the water fide a way and 
beaten path, going towards the faid faults, by which we took our way. And on the 
faid way, ind foon after, we found an habitation of people, which made us great 
cheer, and entertained us very friendly. And after that he had fignified unto them, 
that we were going towards the faults, and that we defired to go to Saguenay, four 
young men went along with us to Ihew us the way, and they brought us fo far that we 
came to another.village or habitation of good people, which dweH ovar againfl: the 
the,fecond Sauit, which came and brought us of their viduals, as pottage and filh, and 
offeredm^f the fame. 

captain had enquired of them, as weH by figns as .words, how many 
mdre !^It8 We had to pafs to go to Sagueniy, ^nd what diftance and way it was thither, 
this ji^hple (hewed us, and gave us to tj^derfland, that we were at the fecond Sault, 
and ^at fherg was but one more to pafs, that the river was not nailable to go to 
that Che faid fault was but a third larther than, we had ttavelled,' (hewing 
us^the with ceiW:'? little (licks, which they laid upon the ground in a ^tain dif- 
feuoce, and afterward»l»d other fmah^raiiches between them both, reprefonting the 
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•jfiults 4 And by ithe ma^, V their faying be true, it can be but fix leagues by land 

tn pafs the feid faults. > 

After that we had been advertifed by the fsud people, of the things abovb mentioned, 
bpJh becaufe the day liras hir j^nt, and we had neither drank nor eaten the fame day , 
we concluded to return unto our boats, arul we came thither where we found great 
(lore of people, to the number of 400 perfons or thereabout, which feemed to give us* 
very good entertainment, and to rqoice of our coming : and therefore our captain gaye 
each of them certain fmall trifles, as combs, broaches of tin and copper, and other 
fmali toys ; and unto the chief men, every one his little hatcliet ami hook, whereat 
they made certain*cries and ceremonies of joy. 

B>it a manViuft not truft them for all their fair ceremonies and figns of joy, for if 
they had thought they had been too flrong for us, then would they have done their belt 
to have killed us, as we underltood afterward. , * 

This being done, we returned with our boats, and palled by tlje dwelling of the 
lord of Hochelay, with whom the captain had left the two youths as he came up the 
river, thinking to have found him : but he could find noboily favc one ofhisfons, who 
tqld the captain that he was gone to Maifouna, as our boys alfo told us, faying, that it 
was twtT days fince he departed. But in truth he was gone to Canada, to conclude with 
Agona what they Ihould do againft us. 

iVnd when wc were arrived at our fort, we underllood by our people that the fava^es 
of the country came not any more about our forts as th^y were ^cculloined, to brmg 
us fifli, and that they were in a wonderful doubt and .I'ear of us. Wherefore our 
captain having been advertiled by fome of our men which had been at Stadacona to 
vifit them, tliat there wore a wonderful number of the country people aflembled. 
together, caufed all things in our fortrefs to be fet in good order. See. 

[The relfis wanting.] 


^ Leiier ivritten to M. John Growte. Student in Paris, hy jaques Noei of S. Ma!o, 
Nephew of Jaques Cartier, touching theforefuid difco'cery . 


the 


■V/F ASTER Growte, your brother-m-law Giles Walter, lliewed me this morning a 
map printed at Paris, dedicated to one M. Hakluyt, an Englilh gentleman, 
wherein all the Well Indies, the kingdom of New Mexico, and the countries of 
Canada, HocheJaga, and Saguenay are contained. I hold that the river, of Capada, 
which is deferibed in that map, is not marked as it is in my book, whichds a^ree^ble 
to the book of Jaques Cartier ; and that the faid chart doth not mark or fet down The 
Great Lake, which is above the faults, according as flie favages have advertiled us, 
which dwell at the faid faults. In the forefaid chart, which you lent me hither, the 
Great Lake is placed too much towatd the north. The faults or falls of the river fl,and 
in 44 degrees 0/ fftitude : it is not fo hard a matter to pafs tbcin, as it is .thought. 
The water fallcth not down from any high place, it is nothing elfe but that itviyie iludlt 
of the river there is bad ground. It were beft to build boats above ; and it 

is oafy to march or travel by land to the e;^d of the three faults : it .is not abpve five 
leagues journey. , I have been upon the top of a mountain, which i^ at the foot of the 
fiiults, where 1 havefeen the faid river beyond the faid faufts, |^bkh ,fhcwed . 
trf be»broader ttan it was where we pafTetJ it. • The people ^,the country 
that .there are ten days journey, from tlie faults unto tfeis ,£beg^ske. W 
■ how many leagues’ thejunake to a day’s journey. At tWhilfc^t I 

"you 
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you more at large, becaufe the meffenger can ftay no longOT. Here therefore for tll« 
prcfent 1 will end, fainting you with lAy hearty commendations, praying God to give 
you your heart’s defire. Prom S. Malo in hafte this igth day of June 1587. 

'i Your loving friend, 

Jaques Noel. 

• 

Coufm I pray you do me fo much pleafure as to fend me a book of the difcovery of 
New Mexico, and one of thofe new maps of the Weft Indies dedicated to M. Ilakliiyt 
the Engliih gentleman, which you fent to your brother in law Giles Walter. I will not 
fail to inform myfelf, if there be any mean to find out thofe defexiptions which Captain 
Cartier made alter his two laft voyages into Canada. 


tjnderncath the aforefeud imperfeSl Relation that which followeth is writteii in anotiier 
Letter fent to M.John GrowtOy Student in Paris, from Jaques Noel of S. Malo, the 
Grand Nephew of Jaques Cartier. 

T CAN write nothing elfe unto you of any thing that I can recover ot the writings 
^ of Captain Jaqfics Cartier, my uncle, deceafed, although I have made fearcH in all 
places that I polfibly could in this town : faving of a certain book made in manner of a 
lea-chart, which was drawn by the hand of my faid uncle, which is in the pofl'eliion of 
Mafter Creineur, which book is pafling well marked and drawn for all the river of 
Canada, whereof I am well aflured, becaufe I myfelf have knowledge thereof, as far 
as to the faults, where I have been. The height of which fault is in] 44 degrees. 
I found in the faid chart, beyond the place where the river is divided in twain in the midft 
of both the branches of the faid river, fomewhat neareft that arm which runneth toward 
the N. W. thefe words following, written in the hand of Jaques Cartier. 

“ By the people of Canada and Hochelaga it was faid, that here is the land of Sague- 
nay, which is rich and wealthy in precious ttones.” 

And about an hundred leagues under the fame, I found written thefe two lines fol- 
lowing in the faid card, inclining toward the S. W. : “ Here in this country are cinna- 
mon and cloves, which they call in their language Canodeta.” 

Touching the effeft of my book, whereof I fpake unto you, it» is made after the 
manner of a fea-chart, which I have delivered unto my two fons Michael and John, 
which at this prefent are in Canada. If at their return, which will be, God willing, 
about Magdalene-tide, they have learned any new thing worthy the writing, 1 will not 
ftui to advertife you thereof. Your loving friend, 

Jaques Noel. 


Here followeth ilsg Ceurfe from Belle Jflel Carpont, end the Grand Bay in Newfoundland 
up the river of Canada, for the fpace of A j,o leagues, obferved by John Alphonfc <f 
XanSoimp, chief pilot to Monfteur Roberval, 1542. 


^ELLES Iflesarein 51 degrees and 40 rain.;. Belles Ifles and Carpont are N.N.W. 

and S. S. E. and they are ten leagues diftant. Carpont is in 52 ^g. Carpont and 
^Belle Ifle froi^ theGrand Bay are N.E. and S.W. and the diftance from Belle Ifle to the 
Grand Bay is feven leagues. The midft of the Grand Bay is in 51! deg. and a half, 
and on the north fidMj^i^eof there is a rock : half a league from the ifle, over againft 
Carpont, toward* the eait,~ there is a fmall flat ifland, and on the fide toward the N,E. 

8 there 
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tjiere is a flat ro<;>C‘ And vhen thou comeft out of the harbour of Carpont, thou muft 
leave this rock on the ftarboard fide, and alfa»on the larboard fide there are two or 
three fmall ifles : and when thou comeft out of the N. E. fide, ranging albng the fhore 
to^turd the weft, about tWo pikes length in the midway, there is a Incml which lyeth 
on the ftarfeoard fide : and fail there by the north coaft, and leave two parts of the 
GraiilBay towards the fouth, becaule there is rock which runneth two or ’thrdc? 
leagues into the fea. 

And when thou art come athwart the haven of Butes, run along the north Ihore 
about one league or an half off, for the coaft is without all danger : Belle Ifle in the 
mouth of the Graaid Bay, and the Ifles of Blanc Sablon, which are within the Grand 
Bay, near unto the north fliore, lie N. E., W,, and S. W. and the diftance is 30 leagues. 
The Grand Bay at the entrance is but feven leagues broad from land to land, until it 
come over againft the Bay des Chafteaux, and from thence forward it hath not paft 
five leagues in breadth, and againft Blanc Sablon it is eight leagues broad from land to 
land. And tlie land on the fouth fliore is all low land along the fea coaft : the north 
fliore is reaftinable high land. Blanc Sablon is in 5 1 deg. 40 min. 

The Ifles of Blanc Sablon and the Ifles de la Danioifelle are N. E. W S.W. and take 
a liitfebf the W.S.W. and they are diftant 36 leagues. Thefe ifles are in 50 deg. 
45 min, and there is a good haven, and you may enter by an high cape which lyeth 
along toward the N.K. and within the diitance of a pike and a half, becaufe of a rock 
which lyeth on your larboard fide, and you may anchor in 10 fathom water over againft 
a little nook : and from the great headland unto the place where tliou doft anchor there 
is not above the length of two cables. And if thou wouldft go out by the weft fide, 
thou mull I'-ul near the ids by the ftarboard, and give room unto the ifle upon the lar- 
board at the coming forth, and when thou art not paft a cable’s length out thou mufl 
fail hard by the ifles on the larboard fide, by real'on of a funkeu flat that lyeth on the;' 
ftarboaril, and thence flult fail fo on to the S. S.W, until thou come in fight of a roclb 
whicii fh 'elh, which is about half a league in the fea diftant from the ifles, and tfiou 
fliai: it on me larboard, (and from the Ifles of Damoifelle unto Newfoundland, 

the 1 '.1 ' . wOt in oro.idth above 36 leagues, becaufe that Newfoundland even unto Capfi^ 
Brifi • unnoth not but N N. E. and S S.W.) 

Between the llk'S of de la Damoifelle and the Ifles of Blanc Sablon, there be many 
ifl-'s anti guetl harbours ; and on this coaft there are faulcons and hawks, and certain 
fowls whch feem to be phtalants. The Ifles de la Damoifelle and Cape Tienot are 
N. E. and S. S.W. and take a little of the N.E. and S.W. and they are diftant t8 
leagues. Cape Tienot is in 50 deg. 1 5 min. and there the fea is broadeftk < And it may 
be tt» the end of Newfoundland, which is at the entrance of Cape Briton, 70 leagues, 
which is the greateft breadth of this fea. And there are fix or feven ifles, between the 
Ifles de la Damoilelle, and Cape^ienot. 

Cape Tienot hath in the fta five or fix leagues diftant from it, a funken ifland, 
dangerous for^fliips. The Cape Tienot and the midft of the Ifland of Afeenfton are 
N. E. and S. S. W. and they are aa leagues diftant ; the midft of the Ifland pf Afcen^i 
fion is in 49 deg^and a halfi The laid ifle lyeth N. W. and S. E., .sk^WisW. end is 
in 50 deg. of latitude, and the S.E. end,.is im 48 deg. and a half, and ^ about 45 
leagues long, and four or five leagues* broad : and from the N. W, end of the ifle unttt 
the firm land of the north fide the fea is not above feven leagues bnad, and the 
fihn 4 and on the fouth fide are about 1 5 leagues. Cspe Tienot and Uii Ifle of AfryfE. 
fion toward the.S> £• are N. £. and S. W..and are diftant 30 leagues. 

The 
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Thfijl&ud, Cape of Tienot and theN.W, end of eJielfte'of' Afcenfipn are ealt 
wdl,' and take a little of the N. E. and ScW. and they are ftillant 34 leagues. , • 

The Ifie of liflfcenfion is a„; goodly Ifle, and k good chainpaigne land, without 
hills, ftandmg^eil upon white rocks and al^hafter,. all coverevf vdtli trees unto the .lpi- 
ihorej and there are^tdl forts of trees as there be in France, and there be wiW'beafts, 
as' bears^ luferns, porkefpicks. And frora the S. E. end of the Ifle of Afcenfihn(wito, 
the entrance of Cape Briton is but 50 leagues. The N.W. end of the ifle and theCa]^ 
des Monts noftre Bame, which is on the main land towards the fouth, are N.E. and 
W. St.W.i and the diftance between tliem is 1 5 leagues. The Cape is in 49 degrees, 
which is- a very high land. The Cdpe and end of the Ifle of Al'ceniion towards the S.E. 
are JE. and W. and there is 1 5 leagues diftance bctM'een ihcii). 

The Bay of Molues or Gafpay is in 48 degrees, and the coa-l lyeth north and fouth, 
and taketh a quarter of the N. E. and S. W. unto the Bay of 1 icate : and there are three 
ifles, one great one and two final! : from the Bay of Heate, until you pafs the Monts 
noftre Dame all the land is high and good ground, all covereil with trees. Ognedoc 
is a good bay and lyeth N. N.W. and S. S. E. and it is' a good harbour ; and you niuft 
faflalong the lliore on the north flde, by reafon of the low point at the entrance thereof, 
and when you are paft the point bring yourfelf to an anchor in 15 or 20 lathoihs of 
water toward -the fouth Ihore; and here within this haven tire two ri\\.; s, one which 
goeth toward tlije N.W. and the other to the S.W. 

And on this coaft therg is great fifliing for cods and other fifli, where there is more 
{lore than is in Newfoundland, and better fifli. And here is great ftorc of river fowl, 
as mallards, w'ild geefe and others : and herg arc all forts of trees, rofe-trees, ralberries, 
filbert-trees, apple-trees, pcar-trec's, and it is 'hotter here in fiunmcr than in I raijcv'. 

The Ifle of Afeenfion, and the Seven Hies which lie on the north lliore lie S. E. and 
W, N.W. and are diftant 24 leagues. The cape of Ognedoc and the Seven Hies are 
N.N.W. and S.S. E. and are diftant 35 leagues. The Cape of Moms noftre Dame 
and the Beven Iflands are north and fouth, and the cut over from one to -the oth 1 is 
25 leagues : and this is the breadth of this fea, and from tlieiice upward it begiuueth 
wax narrower and narrower. The Seven Iflands are in 50 degrees and a half. I'he 
Seven Iflands and the Point of Ongcar lie N.E. and S. W., and the diftance i)etwcen 
them is 13 leagues, and betwem them# are certain fniall ifluiuls. And tlie Point of 
Ongiear and the Mountains noftre Dame, which are on ihefaiih fide of the entrance 
of the river, are north and fouth ; and the cut oyer from the one to the other, is ten 
leagues? and this is here the breadth of the fc-a. The Point of Ungear and the* River 
of Caen lie eaft and weft, and they are diftant i24eagives. A''.'i*all thecordl from the 
Ifle of Afeenfion hither is very good ground,' wherein grow all ibrts of trev.s that are in 
France, and fome fruits. 'I'he Point of Ungear is 49 deg. and 1 5 min. And tlie River 
of Cleii and the Ifle of Raquellc lie N. E. and S.W. and cliey are diftant 12 leagues. 
The Ifle'of Raquelle is in 48 deg. and 40 min. In this rircr of Caen there is great 
ftore;of ftfli ; and here the lea is not ’paft eight leagues broad. , , 

Thfe Ifle ofjRaquelle is a very low ifle, which is near unto the fouth fliore, hard by a 
high, cape 4i.uith:s called the Cape of Marble: there is no danger thereat all, and 
betwe^.Raquelle and the Cape of Marble fl>ips may. pafs: and fhere is not from the 
ifle to the fouth Ihore above one league, and from the ifle to the north Ihore about four 
lesgtiee. Tbe lfle of Raqudlle and the entrance of Saguenay are N.E. and W. S.W# 
sflid 'are difta^ *l4 leagues,- wd there are between them two fraall iflands near the north 
ihore. The entrance «^agueaay is in . 4 8 deg, and 20 min. and the entrance hath hot 

’ - 5 ■ paft 
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i pj^ a quarter of a Jeagiie in breadth, and it is dangerous toward the S.W., suqd two or . 
tnlree leagues within the entrance it beginneth to*wax wider and %vider, and It feemtth 
to be as it were an arm of the fea : and I think that the fanwj runneth into* the fea of 
Cl^hKy, for it fendeth forth there a great current, and there doth run in that place a 
terrible rade or tide. And here the river from the north fhore to the fouth (hore is not 
paft four leagues in breadth, and it is a dangerous paffage between both the lands,* be*' 
caufe there lie banks of rocks in the river. 

’ The Ifleof Raquelle and the Ifle of Hares lie N. E. and S.W, and take a quarter of 
the eaft and weft, and they arc diltant i8 leagues. The entrance of Saguenay and the 
Ifle of Hares lie N,N. E. and S. S.W. and are diftant five leagues. The entrance of 
Saguenay and tlie We of Raquelle, are N.N.W. and S. S.W. and are diftant three 
leagues. The Ifle of Hares is in 48 deg. 4 min. From the,mountains of Noftre Datne 
unto Canada and unto Hochelaga, all the land on the fouth coaft is fair, a low land and 
goodly chainpaigne, all covered with trees unto the bank of the river. And the land 
on the north fide is higher, and in fome places there are high mountains. And from 
the Ifle of Hares uiito the Ifle of* Orleans the river is not paft four or five leagues 
broad. Between the Ifle of Hares aiid the high land on the north fide, the fea is not 
paft a league and a half broad, and it is very deep, for it is above 100 fathoms deep in 
the midft. To the eaft of the Ifle of Hares there are two or three fmall ifles and rocks. 
And from hence to the Ifle of h'ilberts, all is nothing but rocks and ifles on the fouth 
fhore : and towards the north the lea is fair and dfeep. The Ifle of Hares and the Ifle 

• of Filberts lie N.E., W., and S.W., and they are diftant 12 leagues. And you muft 
always run along the high land on the north Ihore, for on the other Ihore there is nothing 
but rocks,: and you muft pafs by the fide of the Ifle of Filberts, and the river there is 
not paft a quarter of a league broad, and you muft fail in the midft of the channel, and 
in the midft runneth the boft paffage either at an high or low water, becaufe the fea 
runneth there llrongly, and there are great dangers of rocks, and you had need of 
good anchor and cable. The Ifle of Filberts is a fmall ifle, about one league long, and 
half a league broad, but they are all banks of fand. The Ifle of Filberts ftands in 47 
deg. 45 min. The Ifle of Filberts and the Ifle of Orleans lie N. E. and S.W. and they 
^are diftant ten leagues, and thou muft pafs by the high land on the north fide, about 
a quarter of a league, becaufe that in the midft of the river there is nothing but Ihoals 
and rocks. And when thou llialt be over againft a round cape, thou muft take over 
to the fouth Ihore S. W. 4 S. and thou fhalt fail in five, fix, and feven fathoms : and 
there the river of Canada beginnetli to be frefli, and the fait water endeth. And when 
thou flralt be athwart the pi^int of the Ifle of Orleans, where the river beginnethto be 
frelh, thou lhalt fail in the midft of the river, and thou ‘fhalt leave the ifle on the {lar- 
board, which is on the right hand : and here the river is not paft a quarter of a league 
broad, and hath 20 and 30 fathoms water. And toward the fouth fhore there is a ledge 
of ifles all covered with trees, and they end ove? againft the point of the Ifle of Orleans. 
And the point of the Ifle of Orleans toward the N.E. is in 47 deg. ao min. And the 
Ifle of Orleans is a fidr ifle, all covered witli trees even unto the river fide: aijd ft is 
about five leagues long and a league and a half broad. And on the noIil^'i^^ve there 
is another river, wliich Ifelleth into the main river at the end of the ifland : and Ihips 
injqr very well pafs there. From the nudft of the ifle unto Canada the river rubneth 
weft, and from the place of Canada unto France-Roy the river runneth W. S. W, 
and from the weft end of the ifle to Canada is* but one league, and .Untft Brance-Roy 
four leagues. And when thou art come to the end of the ifle, J^u ihalt fee., a great 
, voL.xn. 4R rivet 
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rivef which falleth 15 or 20 fathoms down from a rock, and maketh a terrible ndfe. 
The fort of France-Roy is fai 47 deg» 10 min. 

The extenfion of all thefe lands, upon juft occalion is called New France : for it is 

good and as temperate as France, and in the fame latitude.. And the reafon i^ht^rc- 
ifore it is colder in the winter is, becaufe the frefli rirer is naturally more cold than the 
'fea ; and it is alfo broad and deep : and in feme places it is half a league and above in 
breadth ; and alfo becaufe the land is not tilled, nor full of people ; and is all full of 
woods, which is the caufe of cold, becaufe there is not ftore of fire nor cattle. And the 
fun hath its meridian as high as the meridian at Rochel, and it is noon here, when the 
fun is at S. S. W. at Rochel. And here the north ftar by the compafs ftandelh 
N. N. E. And when at Rochel it is noon, it is but half an 'liQ-ir pall nine at 
France-Roy. 

From the faid place unto the ocean fea and the coaft of New France, is not above 
50 leagues diftance, and from the entrance of Norumbega unto Florida are 300 leagues : 
and from this place of France-Roy to Hochclaga, are about 80 leagues, and unto 
the Ifle of Rafus 30 leagues. And I doubt not but Norumbega entercth into the 
river of Canada, and unto the fea of Saguenay. And from the fort of France-Roy 
until a man come forth of the Grand Bay is not above 230 leagues ; and the courfe is 
N. E. and W. S. W. not above five degrees and 20 min. difference, and reckon iS 
leagues and a half to a degree. 

By the nature of the climate the lands towards Hochelaga are ftill better and better, 
and more fruitful; ‘and this land is fit for figs and pears ; and I think that gold and filver 
will be found here, according as the people of the country fay. Thefe lands lie over 
againft Tartary, and I doubt not but they ftretch toward Alia, according to the round- 
nefe of the world. And therefore it were good to have a fmall Ihip of 70 tons to dif- 
cover the coaft of New France on the back fide of Florida : for I have been at a bay as 
far as 42 degrees between Norumbega and Florida, and I have not fearched the end 
thereof, and I know not whether it pafs through. And in all thefe countries there 
are oaks, and bortz, alhes, elms, arables, trees of life, pines, pruffe trees, cedars, great 
walnut trees, and wild nuts, hazel trees, wild pear trees, wild grapes, and there have 
been found red plums. And very fiiir com groweth there, and peafon grow of their 
own accord, goofeberries and ftrawberries. And there are ^opdly forefts wherein 
men may hunt. And there are great ftore of flags, deer, porkepicks, and the favages 
lay there be unicorns. Fowl there are in abundance, as buftards, wild geefe, cranes, 
turtle doves, ravens, crows, and many other birds. All things which are fown there 
are not pall two or three days in coming up out of the ground. I have told in one ear 
of com 120 grains, like the corn of France. And you need not to fow your wheat 
until March, and it will be ripe in the midft of Auguft. The waters are better and 
perfefter than in France, and if the country were tilled and replenifhed with people, it 
would be as hot as Rochel. And the reafon why it fnoweth oftener there than in 
France is, becaufe it raineth there but feldom ; for the rain is converted into IhowR 

^11 things above mentioned are true. 

lol^,A'.pb,onfe made this voyage with Monfieur RobervaL 


Tie 
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‘The Voyage of John Francis de la Roche, knighf, lord of Roberual, to the * Countries of 
Canada, Saguenay, and Hbchelaga, with three tall Ships, and two hundred Perfons, 
,h$lh Men, Women, and Children, begun in April 1542. Parts he remained 

the fame Summer, and all the next Winter, • • . 


ClR John TTrancis de la Roche, knight, lord of Roberval, appointed by the King as 

Tiis lieutenant-general in the countries of Canada, Saguenay and Hochelaga,furnihied 
three tall fliips chiefly at the King’s coll, and having in his fleet 200 perfons as well men 
as women, accompanied with divers gentlemen of quality, as namely, with Monfleur 
Saine-terre his Jieulenant, I’Efpiney his enfign. Captain Guinecourt, Monfleur Noir 
Fontaine, Dieu\amont, Frote, la BrolTe, Francis de Mire* la Salle, and Royeze, and 
John Alphonfe of Xanftoigne, an excellent pilot, fet fail from Rochel, the rdth of 
April 1 542. The fame day about noon, we came athwart of Chef de Boys, where 
we were enforced 10 ftay the night following. On Monday the 17th of the faid 
month we’ departed from Chef de Boys. The wind ferved us notably for a time, 
but within few days it came quite contrary, which hindered our journey for a long 
fpace, fot we were fuddenly enforced to turn back, and to feek harbour in Belle Me 
on the coaft of Bretaigne, where we ftaid fo long and had fuch contrary weather by 
the way, that we could not reach Newfoundland until the 7th of June. 

The 8th of this month we entered into the Road of Saint Johi^ where we ibund 
17 fliips of fifliers. While we made fomewhat long abode here, Jaques Carthier 
and his company returning from Canada, whither he was fent with five fails the year 
before, arrived in the very fame harbour. Who after he had done his duty to our 
general, told him that he had brought certain diamonds, and a quantity of gold ore, which 
was found in the '-ountry. Which ore the Sunday next enfuing was tried in a furnace, 
and found to be good. 

Furthermore he informed our general that he could not with hivS fraall company 
withlland the favages, which went about daily to annoy him, and this was the caiife 
of his return into France, Nevcrthclefs he and his company commended the country 
to be very rich and fruitful. But when our general being furuiflied with fulHcient 
forces, commanded him to go back again with him, he and his company, moved as it 
feemed with ambition, bccaufe they would have all the glory of the difeovery of thofe 
parts thcntl'elves, ftole privily away the next night from us, and without taking their 
leaves departed home for Bretaigne. 

We fpent the greateft part of June in the harbour of Saint John, partly in fumifli- 
ing ourfelves with frefli water, whereof we flood in very great need by the way, and 
partly in compofmg and taking up a quarrel between Ibme of our countrymen and 
certain Portugals. At length.about the lafl of the aforefaid month, we departed hence, 
and entered into the Grand Bay, and pafl'c'd by the Ifle of Afeenfton, and finally ar- 
rived four leagues weflward of the Ifle of Orleans. In this place we found a convenient 
harbour for our «fliijiping, where we caft anchor, went afliore with our people, and 
rhofeouta convenient place to fortil'y ourfelves in, fit to command the mvir river, and 
of flrong fituation againfl all invafion of enemies. I’hus toward the end of July, we 
brought our viOuals and other muiiidons^and provifions on fltore,%and began to travail 
in fortifyiiig ourfelves. 
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6^5 LA ROCHfi’S VOYACE TO CASTAJA, &C. 

^ Of the Fort of Francc-Royi and that which was done there. 

Having defcribed the beginning, the midft, and the end of tlie voyage made by 
Monfieiir RobervaJ in countries of Canada, Hochelaga, Saguenay, and dither 
€6untries in the weft pafTs": be failed fo far (^as is declared in other books) that he 
arrived in the faid country accompanied With 200 perfons, foldiers, mariners, and com- 
mon people, with all furniture necell'ary for a fleet. The faid general at his firft arrival 
built a fort, near and foniewhat weftward above Canada, which is very beautiful 
to behold, and of great force, fituated upon an high mountain, wherein there were 
two courts of buildings, a great tower, and another of 40 or 50 feet long, wherein 
there were divers chambers, an hall, a kitchen, houfes of office, cellars high and low, 
and near unto it were an oven and mills, and a ftove to warm men in, and a well before 
the houfe. And the building was fituated upon the great river of Canada, called 
France Prime, by Monfieur Roberval. There was alfo at the foot of the mountain 
another lodging, part whereof was a great tower of two* ftorics high, tw <5 courts of 
good building, where at the firft all our viduals, and whatfoever was brought with us 
was fent to bekept : and near unto that tower there is another fmall dver. In thefe two 
places abovd and beneath, all the meaner fort was lodged. 

And in the month of Auguft, and in the beginning of September, every man was 
occupied in fuch work as each one was able to do. But the 1 4th of September our 
aforefaid general fent back into France two fliips which had brought his furniture, and 
he appointed for admiral Monfieur de Saine-terre, and the other captain was Monfieur 
Guinecourt, to carry news unto the Kingi and to come back again unto him the year 
next enfuing,fumifhed with viftuals and other things, as it fhould pleafe the King ; and 
alfo to bring news out of France how the King accepted certain diamonds which were 
fent him, and were found in this country*. 

After thefe two fhips were departed, confideration was had how they fliould do, and 
how they might pafs out the winter in this place. Firft they took a view of the viduals, 
and it was found that they fell out fliort : and they were fcanted fo that in each mefs 
they had but two loaves weighing a pound a-piece, and half a pound of beef. They 
ate bacon at dimter with half a pound of butter ; and beef at fupper, and about twe 
handfuls of beans without butter. '* 

On the Wednefday, Friday, and Saturday they did eat dry cod, and fometimes 
they did eat it green at dinner with butter, and they ate of porpoifes and beans at 
fitpper. , 

About that time the favages brought us great ftore of alofes, which is a filh fome- 
what red like a falmon, to get knives and other fmall trifles for them. 

In the end many of our people fell lick of a certain difeafe in their legs, reins, 
and ftomachj fo that they feemed to be deprived of all their limbs, and there died 
thereof about fifty. 

Note, that the ice braan to break up in April. 

Mc)!hfievw Roberval dfed very good juttice, and puniflied every man according to his 
pftent^V One whofe ihhne was Michael Gaillon, was hanged theft. John of 

^ laid in irons, and kept prifoner for his offence, and others alfo were put 

in irons, and divers Wre whipped, as well men as women : by which means they lived 

kquieb 


The 



LA Rohe’s voyage to canae-I^ &c. 


677 


The Manners if ijie Savages, 

To declare unto you ‘'the ftate of the ijivages, they are people of a gdodly ftature, 
an^weU made, they are very white, bi^t-they are all naked; and if they were apparelled 
as the French are, they would be as white and as fair , Jjuriiley.pamt themfelves for 
fear of heat and fun-burninji;. » , . . 

. loftead of apparel they wear fldns upon them like mantles } and they have a finall 
pair of br<;eches, wherewith they -over their privities, as well men as women. They 
have hofen and fhoes of leather ex^l,lently made ; and they have no fhirts, neither 
cover they the h^^ad, but their hair is iniffcd up above the crown of their heads, and 
plaited or biailecl. Touching their viduals, they eat good meat, but dl unfalted, 
but they dry it, and afterwards they broil it, as well filh as jBefh. They have no certain 
dwelling place, and they go from place to place, as they think they may bell find 
food, as aloles hi one place, and other filh, falmons, fturgeons, mullets, furmnllets, barz, 
carps, eels, pimpermcaux, and other fiefh water fifh, and ftore of porpoifes. They 
feed alfo of "ftags, wild boaj s, bugles, porkefpines, and Here of other wild Jbeilla. And 
there^ is as great llore of fowls as they can defire. 

Touching their bread they make very good : and it is of great mill ; and they live 
very .well : for they take care for nothing elfe. 

I’hey diink fcal oil. but this is at their great feafts. 

They have a king in every country, and are won derfuh obedient unto him : ^d they 
do him honour according to their manner and -fafhion. And ^en they travel from 
plac(‘ to place, they carry all their goods with them in their boats. 

1’he w'omcn nurfe their children with the breall, and' they fit continually, and are 
wrapped about the bellies with fkins of fur. 


The Voyage of Monfieur Roberval from his Fort in Canada unto Saguenay^ 

the y^th June, *543* 

Monfieur Roberval, the King’s lieutenaift-gcneral in the countries of Canada, 
Saguenay and llochelaga, departed toward the faid province of Saguenay, on die 
Tuefday the 5th day of June 1543, after fupper: and he with all his furniture was 
embarked to make the faid voyage. But upon a certain uccafion they lay in the road 
over againft the place before-mentioned : but on the Wednefday about fix of the 
clock in the morning they fet fail, and failed againft the ftream, in which voyage their 
whole furniture was of eight barks, as well great as fmall, and to, the number of three 
fcore and ten perfdns, with the aforefaid general. \ 

The general left behind him in the .iforefaid place and fort, 30 perfons to remain 
there until his return from Saguenay, which he appointed to be the firft of July, or elfe 
they lliould return into France. And he leff there behuid hinE<bnt two barks to Carry 
the faid 30 pgrfons, and the furniture which was there, while he ftdd 'ftill in\he 
country. • 

And for effeftuating hereof, he left as his lieutenant a gentleman 9 }am^, Monfieu^ 
de Royeze, to w*hom he gave commiffion, and charged all men to o^y bim> tlnd to be 
at the commandment of me faid lieutenant. ^ ’ * '' 

The victuals which were left for their maintenance until the fiudlirjl day 'of July, 
received by the faid lieutenant Royeze. 
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